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ttnion  correspondiqnoe,  etc. 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Peovost-Marshal-General's  Department, 

August  4,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  A  most  important  expedition,  conducted  by  Cline,  at- 
tended by  the  highest  results,  has  jUst  returned.  The  party  pene- 
trated a  considerable  distance  into  Spotsylvania  County,  and  from, 
their  own  observation  and  the  employment  of  other  agents,  learned 
the  following,  all  of  which  was  obtained  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
the  information  of  the  first  value: 

The  expedition  was  accompanied  with  much  danger,  on  account  of 
the  numerous  bodies  of  cavalry  Avho  are  scouring  the  country  in  pur- 
suit of  deserters.  The  number  of  these  is  very  large,  and  has  called 
forth  an  extraordinary  proclamation  from  Jeff.  Davis,  addressed  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  states,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which  a  full  pardon  is  extended  to  all  who  will  return 
within  twenty  days  after  the  date "  of  publication.  All  papers 
throughout  the  Confederate  States  are  required  to  publish  the  proc- 
lamation at  the  earliest  moment,  and  for  twenty  days  thereafter,  and 
to  send  their  bills  to  the  private  secretary  of  the  President.  Many 
other  facts  tending  to  show  the  demoralization  of  their  troops  are 
given,  but  the  above  is  an  index  to  them  all. 

All  corn  and  other  grains,  bacon  arid  cattle,  and  serviceable  horses 
are  being  gathered  from  the  Northern  Neck  and  other  counties, 
under  orders  from  Richmond ;  a  special  order  being  lately  issued, 
directing  cavalry  horses  to  be  grazed  on  the  oat-fields,  and  forage  to 
be  given  only  to  artillery  and  team  horses. 

One  of  our  men  went  to  Fredericksburg,  and  passed  through 
Cooke's  brigade,  which  consists  of  four  regiments  and  a  battery  of 
Georgia  troops.  Lieutenant-General  Ewell  was  seen  personally  at 
Gordonsville  five  days  ago,  and  there  is  a  large  force  at  Madison 
Court-House,  agreeing  with  our  former  reports.  Pickett's  division 
of  Longstreet's  corps,  lies  opposite  Kelly's  Ford.  The  headquarters 
of  Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade  are  at  Chancellorsville,  the  brigade  patrol- 
ling the^ountry  and  picketing  the  fords  between  the  Rapidan  and 
Frederifesburg.  The  remainder  of  Longstreet's  corps  is  between 
Stevensburg  and  Slaughter's  Mountain.  A.  P.  Hill  is  between  Ste- 
vensburg  and  Culpeper. 

Lieutenant  Martin,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Virginia,  was  heard  in  Fred- 
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ericksburg  to  state  that  a  portion  of  Ewell's  corps  Lad  been  sent  to 
South  Carolina,  and  we  have  evidence  to  show  tliat  besides  Cooke's 
brigade  at  Fredericksburg,  another  brigade  has  arrived  at  Gordons- 
ville  to  replace  those  sent  south.  Our  men  were  within  the  rebel 
lines  during  the  cavalry  fight  on  Saturday.  The  troops  in  their 
vicinity  were  entirely  stampeded,  and  the  citizens  began  leaving 
their  homes. 

An  extraordinary  state  of  excitement  is  pervading  all  classes  of 
Southern  society  in  regard  to  the  late  retreat  of  General  Lee.  A  dis- 
agreement has  sprung  up  between  himself  and  the  Confederate  cabi- 
net, and  General  Lee  has  tendered  his  resignation.  He  desires  to 
retire  to  the  line  of  the  James  River,  and  Mr.  Davis  urgently  insists 
upon  his  defending  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock.  Much  recrimina- 
tion exists  in  regard  to  the  immense  loss  occasioned  by  the  advance 
into  and  retirement  from  Pennsylvania.  All  agree  that  the  line  of 
the  Rapidan  will  only  be  defended  for  the  purpose  of  retarding  our 
movements. 

The  foregoing  is  not  enlarged  upon,  being  obtained  from  such 
sources  as  to  make  it  entirely  reliable,  the  details  thereof  being  per- 
sonally communicated  to  the  commanding  general. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  our  men  were  afoot,  and  that  the  fore- 
going location  of  the  enemy's  troops  was,  on  their  arrival  this  even- 
ing, two  days  old.  Prior  to  their  return  there  were  indications  of 
the  enemy's  intention  to  retire  beyond  the  Rapidan,  fully  confirmed 
this  evening,  and  forwarded  in  a  special  memorandum  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 
Colonel,  and  Deputy  Provost-Marshal-Qeneral. 


Headquaeters  Fipst  Corps,  August  4,  1863. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
An  intercepted  dispatch  read  by  our  signal  officer  is  as  follows: 
General  S. : 

Orders  to  go  just  received;  will  do  so  at  once.     Enemy  in  same  position. 

C,  Colonel. 
A  previously  intercepted  dispatch  says : 
Our  left  is  left  open  by  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Lomax. 

Picket  and  artillery  firing  is  now  going  on.  Think  enemy's  move- 
ments will  be  developed  soon.  Will  telegraph  you.  The  enemy  re- 
ported advancing. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twelfth  A.  C, 

Near  Ellis'  Ford,   Va.,  August  4,  1863. 
Capt.  Thomas  H.  Elliott,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  : 
^  Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commanding 
that.  I  have  this  morning  examined  the  line  of  our  pickets  along  the 
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river  bank,  which  now  connecte  with  those  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
this  division,  forming  a  continuous  line. 

At  Kemper's  Ford,  Colonel  Ireland,   One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  has  constructed  a  rifle-pit  command 
ing  the  ford,  and  a  large  work,  capable  of  containing  his  whole  com- 
mand, about  100  yards  in  rear. 

About  a  dozen  rebel  cavalry  have  appeared  to-day  near  Kemper's 
Ford,  and  Colonel  Ireland  has  just  reported  to  me  that  two  regi- 
ments of  rebel  infantry  have  appeared  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
above  the  ford. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GREENE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Cav.  Div.,  August  4,  1863. 

(Received  11.45  a.  m.) 
Capt.  J.  L.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge'neral  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  our  picket  line  up 
to  1  o'clock  last  night.  The  occupation  of  Fredericksburg  by  the 
enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  is  fully  confirmed.  Captain  Hamilton 
reported  that  he  saw  part  of  our  Twelfth  Corps  crossing  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  that  the  First  and  Third  Corps,  or  parts 
of  them,  were  already  across  the  river  at  other  points.  If  this  be  so, 
I  do  not  think  our  pickets  will  be  molested  any  more  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

I  think  that  in  my  hasty  report  of  last  night,  I  did  not  make  it 
very  clear  as  to  what  vedettes  of  Major  Darlington  were  driven  in. 
The  attack  was  from  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg.  The  river  at 
[or]  near  Fredericksburg  is  represented  as  f  ordable,  and  the  enemy's 
force  yesterday  6,000. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  call  at  your  headquarters  this 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  B.  SAWYER, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


Washington, 
August  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  King  : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  send  two  parties 
of  cavalry,  of  60  or  70  men,  to  scout  and  beat  up  thoroughly  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad, 
one  party  taking  the  north  and  the  other  the  south  side.  The  party 
going  south  should  call  upon  Stiles,  the  guide  in  Alexandria,  through 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  provost-marshal-general. 

No  mercy  need  be  shown  to  bushwhackers.  These  guerrillas  must 
be  destroyed. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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August  5,  1863—12.45  p.  m. 
Officer  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  a  division  of  the  Fiftli 
Corps  take  position  to  hold  Beverly  Ford,  where  a  regiment  of  the 
First  Corps  is  now  stationed.  This  regiment  will  be  relieved  by  the 
division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  as  soon  as  it  takes  position. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Cavalry  Division,  August  5,  1863. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Alexander, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 

The  enemy  this  morning  at  daylight  attempted  to  advance  his 
picket  line,  but  failed.  A  few  shots  were  exchanged.  No  harm 
done.     All  quiet  now. 

My  horses  are  failing  very  fast.  The  grass  is  not  good,  and  I  have 
but  little  opportunity  for  grazing.  Some  of  the  dismounted  men 
who  went  to  Washington  to  be  remounted  have  returned,  and  I  learn 
that  the  officers  and  men  are  scattered  all  about  the  city. 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  near  Kelly's  Ford,   August  5,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  T.  C.  Bacon, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Cavalry  Division: 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  party  I  sent  to  Barnett's  Ford 
have  returned.  They  were  unable  to  cross,  as  the  Rappahannock  was 
not  fordable  at  that  point.  Mountain  Run  is  not  f ordable,  and  I  will 
be  unable  to  get  to  the  Culpeper  road  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  until  the  water  has  fallen.  The  rebel  pickets  are  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  yet. 

The  river  is  quite  high  at  this  point.  One  narrow  pontoon  bridge 
has  been  laid  down  and  a  tete-de-pont  erected  in  front  of  it  on  this 
side.  The  sally-port  is  blockaded,  and  I  cannot  get  my  supply  wagons 
across.  General  Slocum's  troops  are  ordered  not  to  allow  us  to  pass 
ford  or  bridge  without  an  order  from  him.  The  ford  is  almost  im- 
practicable for  a  loaded  wagon.  General  Slocum's  quarters  are  li 
miles  from  here,  and  if  I  were  attacked  and  crowded,  I  could  not  get 
my  train  off.  I  have  therefore  ordered  it  to  remain  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  and  the  troops  to  cross  and  supply  themselves. 

On  my  left  a  reconnaissance  has  developed  the  enemy's  pickets 
along  the  base  of  the  hills  beyond  the  road  from  Brandy  Station  to 
the  Germanna  road.  I  will  feel  to  the  front  as  soon  as  the  water  is 
fordable. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  c.  devin, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Washington,  D.  C, 

August  5,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Warrenton,  Va.  : 
What  is  tlie  strength  of  General  Gordon's  division  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  5,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5.10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

On  the  return  for  July  31,  the  report  of  General  Gordon's  division 
is  as  follows: 

Aggregate. 

Present  for  duty 3, 708 

Present 4, 149 

Present  and  absent 7. 519 

This  is  the  First  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  and  is  not  altogether 
the  same  division  that  General  Gordon  brought  to  this  army. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Comm landing. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

August  5,  1863—8.13  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Warrenton,   Va.: 
General  Gordon's  division  will  immediately  come  to  Alexandria, 
where  General  Gordon  will  report  by  telegraph  for  further  orders. 
All  land  transportation  will  be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's 


department. 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


August  5,  1863. 
Officer  Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 

Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  the  General-in-Chief,  General 
Gordon's  division  will  immediately  proceed  to  Alexandria  by  rail- 
road. When  arrived  there.  General  Gordon  will  be  directed  to 
report  to  Maior-General  Halleck  by  telegraph.  You  will  please 
telegraph  to  General  Ingalls,  chief  quartermaster,  the  number  of 
troops  for  which  transportation  is  required.  Also  take  such  meas- 
ures as  will  effectually  prevent  other  troops  not  belonging  to  from 
accompanying  General  Gordon's  command.  The  land  transporta- 
tion will  be  turned  in  to  Captain  Peirce,  assistant  quartermaster,  at 
Warrenton  Junction. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August  5,  1863. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
Your  orders  with  reference  to  General  Gordon's  division  received, 
and  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  movement  given.     The  divis- 
ion will  be  furnished  with  railroad  transportation  from  Warrenton 

Junction  to  Alexandria.  ,,„,....-,-, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  (jreneral. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

August  5,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Meigs, 

Washington  : 
General:  General  Gordon's  division,  of  ahput  4,000  men,  has  been 
ordered  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Alexandria,  to  embark  on 
steamers  for  Morris  Island,  S.  C.  Please  have  transportation  ready 
for  them.  They  are  ordered  to  turn  over  all  their  land  transportation 
to  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
August  5,  1863—12.50  p.  m. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
While  waiting  for  re-enforcements  from  drafted  men,  the  time 
should  be  a,vailed  of  to  recruit  your  animals;  to  collect  all  forage 
and  provisions  you  can  in  the  country,  and  to  clean  out  all  guerrilla 
bands  and  hostile  inhabitants  in  the  country  occupied  by  our  troops. 
I  hope  to  send  you  by  to-morrow  an  order  in  regard  to  transportation, 
based  on  the  orders  of  Generals  Scott,  Taylor,  and  Wool,  in  Mexico, 
and  General  Grant's  recent  operations  in  Mississippi.  An  examina- 
tion of  these  reports  and  orders  prove  that  the  transportation  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  can  be  still  further  reduced  to  advantage.  I 
forgot  to  inform  you  that  General  Gri£Bn's  resignation  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  its  acceptance  canceled. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  5,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 
Brig.  .Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Harper's  Ferry,   W.  Va. : 
Telegraph  the  number  of  yoxir  command  of  each  arm. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  5,  1863. 

(Received  4.25  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
The  number  of  this  command  present  for  duty  is :  Cavalry,  six 
companies,  339  officers  and  men ;  heavy  artillery,  four  companies, 
442  officers  and  men;  light  artillery,  three  batteries,  356  officers  and 
men;  infantry,  3,446  officers  and  men.  Of  these,  three  regiments — 
the  First  Eastern  Shore  (Maryland)  Volunteers,  the  Second  Eastern 
Shore  (Maryland)  Volunteers,  and  the  First  Regiment  Potomac 
Home  Brigade  (Maryland)  Volunteers — were  raised  for  special  serv- 
ice in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  decline  crossing  the  Potomac. 
The  regiments  last  named  w^ould  possibly  go  to  Leesburg  or  Win- 
chester, Va.  Two  other  regiments — Ninth  and  Tenth  Maryland — 
are  six-months'  men,  just  raised  and  partially  drilled. 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier-General. 


August  6,  1863—9.25  a.  m. 
Officer  Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 

General  Gordon's  division  must  be  held  to  mean  the  First  Division 
of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  The  General-in-Chief  was  informed  before 
he  issued  the  order  that  General  Gordon's  present  command  is  not 
the  same  that  he  brought  to  this  army.  You  are  desired,  however, 
to  state,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  regiments  that  composed  the  divis- 
ion that  General  Gordon  joined  us  with,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  their 
strength. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Beverly  Ford,   Va.,  August  6,  1863. 
Colonel  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Corps:  ■ 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  division  in  position  com- 
manding Beverly  Ford.  I  have  one  regiment  on  the  river  bank; 
one  brigade  to  its  right  and  rear,  about  900  yards;  one  brigade  to 
its  left  and  rear,  about  the  same  distance.  One  brigade  about  1,000 
yards  in  rear  of  these  two,  in  support.  My  supply  trains,  &c.,  in 
rear  of  this  last  brigade. 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  received  a  request  from  Major-General  Newton, 
commanding  First  Corps,  to  relieve  his  pickets,  as  soon  as  conven- 
ient, as  far  as  Rappahannock  Station,  and  have  replied  that  I  am 
not  instructed  to  relieve  any  troops,  save  the  regiment  of  the  First 
Corps  stationed  at  and  guarding  the  ford. 

[Indorsement.] 

August  6—11.30  p.  m. 

General  Ayres  to  be  informed  that  his  course  is  a  correct  one. 

S.  W.-    [WILLIAMS.] 
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Weston,  August  6,  1863. 
Colonel  Wilkinson,  Commanding: 

One  of  Rowan's  men  just  in  from  Glenville,  -where,  in  company 
with  9  citizens  this  morning,  he  killed  1  rebel  and  wounded  1.  He 
says  reliable  men  told  him  there  were  300  of  Jackson's  men  at  Cedar 
Creek  Mills,  6  miles  from  Glenville,  gathering  horses  and  cattle  for 
Jackson's  command,  who  they  say  is  going  to  occupy  Glenville.  I 
give  the  report  for  what  it  is  worth.  From  the  many  reports  I  hear, 
I  think  there  are  rebels  near  Glenville.  I  will  press  horses  in  a.  jn. 
for  scout  to  Glenville,  and  when  I  can  hear  reliably  will  advise  you. 

C.  J.  HARRISOISr. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  6,  1863. 

(Received  12.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in- Chief  : 
General  Scammon  is  calling  loudly  for  troops.     He  asks  for  four 
regiments.     I  do  not  see  how  I  can  help,  but  will  do  what  I  can. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  August  6,  1803 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside, 

Cincinnati,   Ohio : 
Why  is  General  Scammon  calling  for  troops  from  you?    General 
Kelley,  who  commands  in  that  department,  asks  for  no  re-enforce- 
ments. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  6,  1863. 

(Received  3.10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

The  following  telegram  is  just  received  from  the  captain  in  com- 
mand at  Drummondtown.  One  company  of  local  cavalry  is  all  the 
force  left  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and,  with  that,  I  can  give  little  pro- 
tection, nor  do  anything  considerable  for  prevention  of  rebel  depre- 
dations or  of  contraband  trade: 

Drummondtown,  Va.,  August  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Schenck: 

Light-house  on  Smith's  Island  much  damaged  by  9  men,  purporting  to  be  from 
Richmond.  Light-reflectors,  boats,  &o.,  were  taken.  Damage,  $3,000.  They 
threaten  Hog  Island.  Every  man  that  could  be  spared  from  tlie  line  has  been  for- 
warded to  reach  Hog  Island  before  their  landing,  and  to  scout  both  neighborhoods. 
I  shall  leave  guards  at  both  places.  The  mischief  is  done  by  rebels  who  left  these 
counties,  aided  by  friends  here.  We  have  captured  1  on  the  bay  side.  He  asks  if 
he  will  be  exchanged.    Is  he  not  a  spy? 

W.  P.  LORD, 

Captain. 
ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 
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Washington,  D.  C, 
August  7,  1863—11.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schenck, 

Baltimore,  Md.: 

General  Lockwood  has  only  about  300  cavalry  under  his  command. 
If  more  troops  are  required  to  guard  prisoners  of  war,  they  must 
he  taken  from  Baltimore  and  the  railroad  guard.  Additional  troops 
cannot  at  present  he  sent  to  your  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  August  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  :  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  regulation 
of  the  subject  of  the  transit  of  sutlers'  merchandise  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  These  stores  cannot  be  permitted  to  encumber  the 
railroads  ;  and  by  being  transported  over  the  other  lines  of  commu- 
nication from  here  to  the  army,  where  there  is  no  safety  from  their 
capture  by  guerrillas,  opportunity  is  aiforded  for  collusion  with 
them  for  the  seizure  of  such  goods,  or  where  there  is  a  real  capture, 
the  merchandise  is  so  much  aid  to  the  rebels.  In  either  case,  the 
capture  may  be" made  the  foundation  of  heavy  claims  for  indemnifi- 
cation hereafter. 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  me  to  present  for  your  consideration 
the  following  suggestions  upon  the  subject,  with  the  view  to  the 
determination  of  some  proper  system  in  the  premises : 

It  is  proposed  that  all  sutlers  present  to  you,  before  coming  for  or 
sending  for  goods,  a  manifest,  in  which  shall  be  set  forth  the  goods 
which  they  desire  to  bring  to  the  army.  In  acting  upon  these  mani- 
fests, you  are  to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of  the  probable 
safety  of  the  routes  to  the  rear,  so  that  there  will  be  little  risk  of  the 
goods  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  how  far  the 
character  and  quantity  of  merchandise  sought  to  be  introduced  is 
just  and  proper.  If  you  approve  the  manifests,  the  goods  may  be 
purchased,  and  upon  their  presentation  at  the  office  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General, the  necessary  permits  may  be  given  thereupon  for 
their  passage  to  the  army,  provided  there  be  no  objection  found  to 
the  same.  A  certificate  of  sutlership  will  be  required  to  accompany 
the  manifest  of  the  sutler  upon  its  presentation  at  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster-General. 

It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  no  permits  will  be  granted  by 
the  Quartermaster-General  for  the  transportation  of  sutlers'  stores 
upon  the  railroads,  or  other  government  means  of  conveyance.  All 
sutlers'  goods,  not  covered  with  passes  as  herein  provided,  will  be 
liable  to  immediate  confiscation  by  any  commanding  officer  or  pro- 
vost-marshal, if  sought  to  be  introduced  into  the  army. 

No  permits  will  be  given  to  sutlers'  agents  unless  they  present 
the  sutler's  certificate  of  office,  accompanied  by  written  evidence  of 
agency ;  nor  will  any  certificates  be  issued  except  the  sutler  elected 
under  the  law  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
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Be  pleased,  general,  to  report  at  your  early  convenience  how  far 
the  suggestions  herein  made  seem  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  A.  HAKDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


August  7,  1803—6.15  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Ckawfokd, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  Fifth  Corps  he 
moved  to-morrow  morning  to  the  vicinity  of  Beverly  Ford;  that  as 
much  of  the  artillery  as  can  he  placed  in  position  on  this  side  of  the 
river  he  thus  placed,  and  the  remainder  held  ready  to  he  transferred 
to  the  right  bank,  should  it  be  required  there.  A  bridge  will  be 
thrown  across  the  Rappahannock  in  that  vicinity  to-morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


August  7,  1863—6.20  p.  m. 
Officer  Commanding  First  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  four  batteries  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  y"ou  from  the  Ar- 
tillery Reserve— one  12-pounder  and  three  rifled.  Also  that  the  Fifth 
Corps  has  been  ordered  to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Beverly  Ford  to- 
morrow morning.  The  artillery  will  leave  the  park  to-morrow 
morning  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  7,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Officer  Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 

By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  transmit  here- 
with a  copy  of  the  report*  upon  the  inspection  of  the  guards  on  the 
railroad  from  the  vicinity  of  these  headquarters  to  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, and  am  instructed  to  say  that  it  exhibits  a  very  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  arrangements  for  protecting  the  road  and  an  inef- 
ficient execution  of  the  guard  duties  connected  with  it.  The  major- 
general  commanding  directs  that  you  include  that  portion  of  the 
road  from  Warrenton  Junction  to  Bealeton  Station  in  the  space  pro- 
tected by  the  Eleventh  Corps,  sending  not  less  than  a  regiment  to 
execute  this  duty,  including  the  guard  at  the  station. 

I  am  instriicted  to  say  that  the  guard  placed  on  the  line  of  the  road 
will  be  not  less  than  12  men  to  the  mile,  posted  in  groups  of  3  or  4, 
and  that  at  night  these  squads  will  keep  up  a  constant  patrol 
between  the  groups.     Every  bridge  or  culvert  upon  the  road,  how- 

*Not  found. 
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ever  small,  will  be  guarded.  The  guard  at  Warrentan  Junction  will 
be  increased  to  the  number  recommended  in  the  inspector's  report. 
The  whole  line  of  the  road  should  be  frequently  inspected.  The 
officer  in  command  at  Manassas  Junction  should  ascertain  the  point 
at  which  the  guarding  of  the  road  by  General  King's  command 
ceases,  and,  if  practicable,  extend  his  protection  to  that  point.  The 
major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  where  the  protection  of 
the  road  by  General  King's  forces  ceases.  He  directs  me  to  say  that 
guarding  the  road  is  esteemed  a  very  important  duty,  and  that  its  pro- 
tection cannot  be  effective  without  strict  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
those  to  whom  it  is  intrusted. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  General  Cft-ders,  ISTo.  374, 
in  advance  of  printed  copies.  This  order  is  based  on  that  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  in  moving  from  the  Rio  Grande  on  Monterey,  but  the 
allowance  is  more  liberal,  and  yet,  I  have  no  doubt,  many  will  con- 
sider it  niggardly,  being  so  much  below  that  formerly  permitted  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  General  Grant  in  Mississippi,  and  of  General  West  in  his 
march  from  California  to  New  Mexico,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  large  trains  heretofore  allowed,  and  for  which  there  is  no  par- 
allel in  European  warfare.  I  am  satisfied,  moreover,  that  when  our 
armies  become  accustomed  to  this  allowance,  it  may  be  still  further 
reduced  without  any  serious  inconvenience. 

One  thing  is  certain,  we  must  reduce  our  transportation  or  give  up 
all  idea  of  competing  with  the  enemy  in  the  field.  Napoleon  very 
correctly  estimated  the  eflFective  strength  of  an  army  by  its  numbers 
multiplied  by  its  mobility;  that  is,  10,000  men  who  could  march  20 
miles  per  day  as  equal  to  20,000  men  who  could  march  only  10  miles 
per  day.  Unless  we  can  reduce  our  impedimenta  very  considerably, 
we  can  equal  the  enemy  only  by  a  vast  superiority  in  numbers. 

While  your  army  is  inactive  this  matter  should  be  thoroughly 
studied,  and  the  land  transportation  reduced  to  a  much  lower  stand- 
ard. By  comparison  with  other  armies  now  in  the  field,  and  our 
armies  in  the  Mexican  war,  as  well  as  with  European  armies  in  cam- 
paign, I  am  satisfied  a  very  great  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  moreover,  until  this 
reduction  is  actually  made,  we  can  expect  no  decided  successes  in  the 
field  by  that  army,  no  matter  how  much  heroic  bravery  it  may  ex- 
hibit on  the  battle-field.  I  understand  from  General  Ingalls  that  a 
very  great  reduction  of  transportation  has  been  made  within  the  last 
mouth. 

During  this  extreme  heat,  troops  and  animals  should  be  moved  as 
Jittle  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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[Inclosure.] 

General.  Orders,  )   War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  274.  j  Washington,  August  7,  1863. 

I.  The  following  is  tlie  maximum  amount  of  transportation  to  be 
allowed  in  the  field: 

To  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  2  wagons  or  8  pack  animals. 

To  headquarters  of  a  division  or  Brigade,  1  wagon  or  5  pack  animals. 

To  field  and  staff  of  a  regiment,  1  wagon  or  4  pack  animals. 

To  every  3  company  officers,  1  pack  animal. 

To  every  13  company  officers,  1  wagon  or  4  pack  animals. 

To  every  2  staff  officers  not  attached  to  any  headquarters,  1  pack 
animal. 

To  every  10  staff  officers  not  attached  to  any  headquarters,  1  wagon 
or  4  pack  animals. 

To  every  16  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  1  pack  animal. 

To  every  80  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  1  wagon  or  5 
pack  animals. 

The  above  will  include  transportation  for  all  personal  baggage, 
mess-chests,  cooking  utensils,  desks,  papers,  &c.  The  weight  of  offi- 
cers' baggage  in  the  field,  specified  in  the  Army  Regulations,  will  be 
reduced  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  foregoing  schedule.  All  excess 
of  transportation  now  with  army  corps,  divisions,  brigades,  and 
regiments,  or  batteries,  over  the  foregoing  allowance,  will  be  imme- 
diately turned  in  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  to  be  used  in 
the  trains.  Commanding  officers  of  corps,  divisions,  &c.,  will  im- 
mediately cause  inspections  to  be  made,  and  will  be  held  responsible 
for  the  strict  execution  of  this  order. 

Commissary  stores  and  forage  will  be  transported  by  the  trains. 
Where  these  are  not  convenient  of  access,  and  where  troops  act  in 
detachments,  the  quartermaster's  department  will  assign  wagons  or 
pack  animals  for  that  purpose;  but  the  baggage  of  officers  or  of 
troops,  or  camp  equipage,  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  carried  in  the 
wagons  or  on  the  pack  animals  so  assigned.  The  assignment  of 
transportation  for  ammunition  will  be  made  in  proportion  to  the 
amountvordered  to  be  carried. 

II.  Cavalry  horses  are  often  broken  down  or  injured  by  permit- 
ting-the  riders  to  carry  extra  baggage.  Cavalry  officers  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  immediate  removal  of  this  evil. 

The  knapsacks  of  infantry  soldiers  will  also  be  frequently  inspected 
to  see  that  thpy  are  properly  packed  and  that  nothing  is  carried  in 
them  except  what  is  directed  by  regulations  and  orders. 

III.  In  ordinary  marches,  where  the  troops  can  receive  daily  issues 
from  the  trains,  they  will  be  required  to  carry  only  two  days'  rations; 
but  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  and  where  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  render  it  necessary  for  troops  to  move  without  baggage 
or  trains,  the  men  may  be  required  to  carry  with  them  from  eight  to 
twelve  days'  rations,  as  follows: 

For  eight  days. 

Pounds. 
Five  days'  beef  or  mutton,  to  be  driven  on  the  ho  f  or  collected  in  the  country 
passed  over. 

Three  days'  cooked  rations,  in  haversacks 5f 

Five  days'  rations  of  bread  and  small  stores,  in  knapsacks '. 6 

A  change  of  underclothes,  in  knapsacks 2 

A  blanket '. 1 !......'.!!.!!.'!!!!!!! !    5i 

Total  weight 19 


Chap.  XLI.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  15 

Fcyr  twelve  days. 

Pounds. 
Nine  days'  rations  of  meat,  on  the  hoof. 

Three  days'  cooked  rations,  in  haversacks 5f 

Nine  days'  ratioiis  of  biscuit  and  small  stores,  in  knapsacks lOJ 

A  change  of  underclothes,  in  knapsacks 2 

A  blanket Ty\ 

Total  weight 23.} 

The  underclothing  should  be  packed  in  the  knapsacks  next  to  the 
back. 

One  or  two  pack  animals  will  march  with  each  regiment,  accord- 
ing to  its  size,  to  carry  camp-kettles,  rice,  beans,  &c.  Where  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  a  wagon  may  be  assigned  to  a  brigade  or 
division  for  this  purpose. 

Officers'  servants  are  expected  to  carry  rations  for  their  officers 
and  themselves.  Those  of  mounted  officers  are  expected  to  be 
mounted,  and  to  be  able  to  carry  small  forage  for  their  animals. 
Long  forage  must  be  sought  for  in  the  country. 

By  increasing  the  ordinary  meat  ration  and  levying  contributions 
of  flour  and  meal  in  the  country  passed  over,  the  bread  and  small 
rations  carried  as  above  by  the  soldier  may  be  made  to  last  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  days.  In  the  proper  season,  the  bread  ration 
may  be  partially  dispensed  with  by  substituting  green  corn,  which 
can  be  foraged  in  the  fields.  Movable  columns  in  the  field  should 
be  furnished  with  hand  and  horse  mills  for  grinding  the  grain  which 
they  procure  in  the  country. 

Within  one  week  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  at  their  respective 
headquarters,  inspectors  of  armies  and  army  corps  will  report  di- 
rectly to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  every  violation  of  this 
order,  certifying  in  their  reports  that  they  have  thoroughly  in- 
sjjected  the  several  commands,  and  have  reported  therein  every 
deviation  from  this  order  in  regard  to  allowance  of  transportation. 

IV.  The  attention  of  all  officers  commanding  forces  in  the  field  is 
called  to  the  foregoing  details,  and  they  will  adopt  them  as  instruc- 
tions in  fitting  out  their  command  for  movements  which  are  to  be 
made  rapidly  and  without  ordmary  transportation. 

This  order  will  be  published  at  the  head  of  every  regiment. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  August  7,  1863. 

(Received  9.10  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  sent  a  dispatch  at  9  o'clock  last  night  announcing  my  arrival  here 
with  my  division.  I  am  afraid  the  dispatch  has  miscarried.  I  have 
received  no  orders  but  to  come  to  Alexandria.  The  division  num- 
bers, according  to  the  last  field  return,  a  fortnight  ago,  3,647  present 
for  duty.     A  number  have  been  reported  sick  since  then. 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  August  7,  1863—9.40  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon, 

Alexandria,  Va.  : 
Your  division  will  embark  on  transports  for  Morris  Island,  to 
ro-enforce  General  Gillmore.     The  commissary  and  quartermaster's 
departments  will  furnish,  you  with  all  necessary  supplies.    Your  des- 
tination will  not  be  made  public  until  you  are  at  sea. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  7,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  5.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I  have  this  moment  returned  from  a  reconnaissance  toward  Fort 
Darling,  and  your  dispatch  requiring  immediate  action  to  protect  the 
Cherrystone  Light-House,  telegraph  station,  &c.,  has  just  this 
moment  been  received.  The  cable  having  been  cut,  I  regret  that 
steps  had  not  been  taken  before  to  place  the  light-houses  in  this 
department  under  guard.  I  was  not  aware,  owing  to  my  recent 
arrival  here,  that  they  were  in  such  a  state.  The  necessary  steps  are 
being  taken  bj''  General  Potter  to  protect  the  remaining  light-houses, 
and  a  force  goes  over  with  him  to  endeavor  to  catch  the  marauders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  7,  1863. 

(Received  12.25  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

General  Scammon  represents  that  a  force  largely  superior  to  his 
own  is  pressing  on  him.  I  suppose  he  calls  upon  me  because  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  sending  troops  when  needed  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia. After  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  I  shall  not  assume  the 
responsibility  of  sending  troops  out  of  my  department  without 
orders. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  7,  1863 — 11.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

West  Virginia: 
General  Burnside  telegraphs  that  General  Scammon  has  applied 
to  him  for  re-enforcements.     What  is  the  necessity  of  this ;  and^is  it 
made  with  your  authority  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  August  7,  1863. 

(Received  4.50  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  I  found  a  dispatch  from  General 
Scammon,  in  which  he  advised  me  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating 
a  large  force  in  his  front,  and  that  he  feared  an  attack  from  toward 
Lewisburg,  and  asked  for  re-enforcements.  I  answered  him  that  I 
had  no  troops  to  send  him,  but  that  I  would  relieve  him  from  anx- 
iety in  the  direction  of  Lewisburg  and  Huntersville,  by  a  movement 
up  this  valley  to  Monterey ;  in  answer  to  which  I  have  just  received 
the  following  dispatch.  If  a  gunboat  can  be  spared,  I  desire  that 
one  be  sent  to  the  Kanawha  River : 

Chakleston,  W.  Va., 

August  7,  1863—9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Telegram  received.  The  enemy  is  in  small  force  at  Lewisburg.  There  are 
rumors  of  his  having  gone  to  the  Narrows  of  New  River — probably  a  move  indicat- 
ing an  advance  on  my  right.    Will  keep  you  advised. 

SCAMMON. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  August  7,  1863. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  left  Hedgesville  on  Saturday,  the  1st  instant,  and  proceeded  up 
the  Valley  of  Back  Creek  to  the  Northwestern  turnpike,  and  thence 
west  by  that  road  to  Romney,  which  place  my  troops  now  occupy. 
My  cavalry  proceeded  from  Winchester,  via  Wardensville,  to  Moore- 
field.  Found  a  portion  of  Imboden's  force  in  this  valley  engaged 
in  conscripting  and  gathering  supplies.  They  have  retreated  up  the 
valley.  We  captured  on  our  march  quite  a  number  of  guerrillas 
and  horse  thieves.  Several  hundred  deserters  from  Lee's  army  have 
come  in,  and  hundreds  are  yet  secreted  in  the  mountains,  awaiting 
an  opportunity  to  get  inside  our  lines. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  8,  1863—9.45  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inquire  by 
what  authority  the  several  cavalry  commands  arrest  citizens,  living 
within  our  lines,  against  whom  there  is  no  evidence  of  having  been 
engaged  in  committing  depredations  or  aiding  those  engaged  in  such 
practices,  but  who  merely  decline  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  for  the  present  such  arrests 
will  not  be  made,  but  will  be  limited  to  those  engaged  in  the  practice 
just  referred  to,  and  such  others  against  whom  there  is  suspicion  of 
having  been  engaged  in  them,  or  of  having  been  guilty  of  any  dis- 
loyal act. 
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The  mere  fact  of  residence  within  the  lines  of  this  army,  and  an 
indisposition  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  a  region  alternately 
held  by  our  troops  and  those  of  the  enemy,  should  not  in  itself  cause 
the  arrest  of  an  individual,  unless  there  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  person  is  engaged  in  aiding  those  in 
arms  against  us. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  8,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
I  omitted  to  mention  in  the  instructions  of  last  evening,  under  the 
impression  that  the  order  had  been  already  given,  that  as  soon  as 
the  bridge  near  Beverly  Ford  was  finished,  a  sufficient  force  would 
be  sent  across  the  river  to  occupy  a  position  that  would  serve  as  a 
bridge  head.  The  remainder  of  the  corps  and  such  of  the  artillery 
as  is  not  in  position  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  be  thrown  across  the 
river  to  seize  the  heights  in  front,  in  the  event  of  any  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  rendering  such  operation  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  8,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  are 
aiithorized  to  withdraw  a  portion  of  General  Buford's  command  im- 
mediately in  front  of  Rappahannock  Station,  leaving  force  enough 
for  a  strong  picket,  with  reserves  sufficient  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check,  should  he  advance,  until  the  infantry  can  come  up  to  their 
support. 

The  portion  of  the  cavalry  withdrawn  should  be  stationed  at  the 
nearest  point  to  Rappahannock  Station  where  water  and  grazing 
can  be  had,  and  be  prepared  to  move  to  the  front  again  iipon  notifi- 
cation of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in-such  force  as  to  require  them 
to  be  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  8,  1863—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Newton, 

Commanding  First  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  mef  to  inform  you  that  the 
Eleventh  Corps  has  been  ordered  to  guard  the  railroad  from  War- 
ronfon  Junction  to  Bealeton  Station,  including  the  guard  at  that 
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I  am  also  instructed  to  say  that  as  the  cavalry  pickets  on  your  front 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  as  you  have  a  force  on 
that  bank,  the  picketing  of  the  river  by  jrour  infantry  on  this  side 
hardly  seems  necessary.  General  Buford  is  authorized  to  withdraw 
a  portion  of  his  cavalry  to  this  side  the  river,  leaving,  however,  a 
force  sufficient  for  a  strong  picket,  and  reserves  in  your  front  suffi- 
cient to  resist  any  attack  until  supported  by  the  infantry.  The  por- 
tion withdrawn  to  this  side  (to  the  nearest  point  for  grazing  and 
water),  is  directed  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  front 
in  the  event  of  its  being  required  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  8,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Officer  Commanding  First  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  it 
is  not  intended  to  relieve  your  pickets  from  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion to  Wheatley's  Ford  by  the  pickets  of  any  other  corps;  that 
part  of  the  river  is  still  to  be  covered  by  your  corps,  and  the  fords  in 
that  space  heretofore  guarded  by  your  corps  are  still  to  be  guarded 
by  it. 

The  suggestion  in  reference  to  your  pickets  on  this  side  the  river 
had  reference  to  the  pickets  or  sentinels  thrown  out  by  the  detach- 
ments guarding  each  ford,  and  was  made  subject  to  your  own  judg- 
ment. Along  that  part  of  the  river  where  you  have  no  force  on  the 
other  side,  you  may  still  find  them  necessary. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Beverly  Ford,  August  8,  1863.     (Received  6  p.  m.) 

General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  engineers  have  thrown  a  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock, 
some  200  yards  above  the  ford.  An  infantry  force  was  sent  over  to 
protect  the  outlet  of  the  bridge.  General  Ayres  thinks  that  General 
Meade  designed  the  bridge  to  cross  the  river  below  or  opposite 
Hamilton's  house.  The  engineers  did  not  come  near  me,  and  the 
first  I  knew  of  their  presence  was  through  General  Garrard,  who 
furnished  the  covering  force  for  the  bridge.  I  will  throw  the  re- 
mainder of  General  Garrard's  brigade  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream. 
A  few  cavalry  pickets  belonging  to  the  enemy  are  hovering  around. 
The  woods  are  so  dense  that  they  can  easiljr  keep  themselves  hidden. 
I  have  three  batteries  in  position  and  two  in  reserve,  but  the  whole 
north  bank  of  the  rijrer  is  commanded  by  the  ground  on  the  other 
side. 

'I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Rappahannock  Station,  August  8,  1863. 

(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 

General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  message  was  intercepted  by  our  signal  officers,  1.25 
p.  m.,  from  rebel  signal  station  to  Taylor,  rebel  signal  officer : 

Please  direct  Colonel  Worley  [Corley?]  to  have  the  bridge  planked. 

C.  [J.  E.  B.  ?]  STUART, 

General. 

The  rebel  signal  officer  was  signaling  toward  Orange  Court-House 
from  Pony  Mountain. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Rappah  annock, 

August  8,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Cavalry  Corps: 
I  have  had  a  thorough  inspection  to-day  of  my  picket  line,  extend- 
ing from  Hazel  Run  to  Mountain  Creek.  My  line  is  four  times  as 
strong  as  the  rebel  lines.  I  have  reduced  it.  I  attempted  to  com- 
municate with  General  Gregg,  and  drove  pickets  4  miles  up  Hazel 
Run  without  meeting  any  of  his  troops.  I  met  with  but  little  oppo- 
sition. The  rebels  fired  50  shots,  more  or  less,  without  a  reply  from 
me.  A  signal  message  (rebel)  from  General  Stuart  to  Colonel  S., 
south  of  Rapidan,  says :  "Plank  the  bridge  as  quickly  as  possible." 

The  Rapidan  is  very  high.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  force  this 
side  of  the  Rapidan,  save  cavalry.  They  ax-e  ready  to  run  west  of 
Brandy  Station.  There  is  a  brigade  of  horses  grazing  to-day  at  12  m. , 
probably  Hampton's.  There  is  no  disposition  to  attack.  Devin  sees 
nothing  this  side  of  Mountain  Run.  In  my  front  along  the  railroad 
the  rebel  pickets  are  strong. 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  August  8,  1863. 

(Received  7.35  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  this  date,  I  would  say  that  General 
Gordon  brought  to  this  army  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh, 
One  hundred  and  forty-first,  One  hundred  and  forty-second.  One 
hundred  and  forty-third,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New 
York,  and  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  took 
with  him,  when  he  left,  the  Forty-first,  Fifty-fourth,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-seventh.  One  hundred  and  forty-second.  One  hundred 
and  forty-fourth,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York ; 
Twenty-fifth,  Seventy-fifth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventh  Ohio; 
Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania,  Fortieth  Massachusetts,  and  Seven- 
teenth Connecticut. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  8,  1863. 

The  commanding  genei'al  invites  the  attention  of  corps  command- 
ers to  the  large  number  of  officers  and  men  reported  in  the  tri- 
monthly  report  for  July  -31,  1863,  under  the  headings  hereinafter 
indicated,  and  he  directs  that  an  immediate  investigation  be  made 
by  officers  on  duty  in  inspector-general's  department,  and  by  others 
who  may  be  detailed  for  the  purpose,  to  ascertain  generally  upon 
what  duties  the  officers  and  men  accounted  for  on  special,  extra,  or 
daily  duty  are  engaged;  when  and  how  the  officers  and  men  reported 
on  detached  service  within  the  army  and  without  the  army  are  em- 
ployed, distinguishing  between  the  two  classes  of  absence ;  by  what 
authority  the  officers  and  men  reported  absent  with  leave  are  so 
absent;  whether  the  officers  and  men  reported  absent  sick  are  so 
absent  by  competent  authority,  and  how  long  the  officers  and  men 
reported  absent  without  authority  have  been  so  absent.  It  is  desired 
that  these  reports  should  be  made  as  full  as  possible,  and  forwarded 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

On  detached  service. 


Co..  mand. 


Fii-st  Corps 

Second  Corps 

Third  Corps 

Fifth  Corps    

Sixth  Corps 

Eleventh  Corps 

Twelfth  Corps  ./. . 

Civilry  Corps 

Artillery  Reserve  . 
Engineer  Brigade, 
rrovost  guard 


Present. 


■il 


^s 


1,052 

d84 

899 

1,188 

1,2.54 

1,129 

787 

2,121 

110 

61 

159 


Within  the 
army. 


108 
124 
150 
138 


1,962 

1,836 

2,411 

1,540 

2,209 

1,375 

1,102 

6.285 

146 

761 

93 


Without 
the  army. 


103 

117 

174 

106 

58 

54 

76 

14 

1 

15 


668 
622 
558 
497 
484 
311 
286 
479 
98 
60 


With  leave. 


211 

161 

104 

439 

333 

638 

17 

10 

63 


Sick. 


247 
328 
304 
170 
105 
205 
118 
201 
11 


20 


5,536 
7,627 
8,021 
3,050 
3,548 
5,541 
3,450 
4,228 

320 
38 

423 


Without 
leave. 


306 

483 

629 

604 

471 

432_ 

214« 

402 

33 

43 
101 


By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

August  8,  1863—1  p.  m. 

Major-General  Brooks, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  : 

Should  General  Scaramon  be  hard  pushed  on  the  Kanawha,  how 
many  men  can  you  send  to  re-enforce  him  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Aiigust  9,  1863. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

Six  companies  six-months'  cavalry  can  be  sent  at  once.  There  are 
four  regiments  of  three-months'  militia  here,  and  I  have  sent  to 
inquire  as  to  their  willingness,  hut  shall  not  hesitate  to  order  them 
if  thev  are  needed.     Some  militia  can  be  raised  near  Wheeling. 

W.  T.  H.  BROOKS, 

Major-  General. 


Rappahannock,  August  9,  1863. 
(Received  between  3.30  and  3.30  p.  m.) 
General  Humphreys  : 

The  following  intercepted  dispatch  just  received  : 
General  Lee  : 

Yankee  camps  diminished  about  Warrenton  and  Waterloo ;  now  appear  on  the 
ralh-oad. 

STUART, 

General. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Cbntreville, 
August  9,  1863. 
Major  La  Motte, 

Commanding  Fairfax  Station: 
It  is  not  impossible  that  Stuart  may  attempt  such  a  raid  in  order 
to  break  up  the  railroad.  Every  precaution  must  be  taken  to  gUard 
against  this,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  exercised.  The  country  south 
»of  the  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Accotink  and  Burke's  Station  should 
be  constantly  and  thoroughly  scouted.  If  you  can  find  any  trust- 
worthy men,  I'esidents  or  others,  familiar  with  the  country,  you  are 
authorized  to  employ  them  for  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  your  o^mi 
troops. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Martinsburg, 
August  9,  1863. 
Colonel  McReynolds, 

Eutaw  House: 
Telegram  received  from  Harper's  Ferry.  General  Lockwood 
absent.  His  aide-de-camp  says  their  cavalry  were  cut  to  pieces  and 
scattered.  Major  (^uinn  is  at  Point  of  Rocks.  He  saw  nothing  of 
the  enemy.  The  aide-de-camp  wishes  Quinn  to  remain  until  General 
Lockwood  returns.  I  ordered  Quinn  back  to  this  place  unless  abso- 
lutely necessary  below.     Let  me  know  your  address  in  Washington. 

WILDES, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters, 
Near  Portsmouth,  August  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Naglbe, 

Norfolk  : 
I  went  to  South  Mills  yesterday  ;  returned  this  a.  m.  The  three 
troops  of  cavalry  under  Captain  Roberts,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania, 
arrived  at  South  Mills  from  Camden  Court-House  late  yesterday 
afternoon.  There  are  no  gunboats  or  troops  on  the  Pasquotank. 
Citizens  represent  that  there  is  a  regiment  of  mounted  infantry 
(State  troops)  in  the  counties  bordering  upon  the  Pasquotank. 
Captain  Rooerts'  men,  with  few  exceptions,  have  pistols  only.  His 
situation  at  South  Mills  is  precarious,  unless  supported  bv  infantry. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  9,  1863—3.10  p.  m. 

(Received  6.30  a.  m.,  10th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  George  H.  Gordon's  divis- 
ion, ordered  here  en  route  for  South  Carolina,  has  arrived.  In 
order  to  water  and  ration  the  sea  transports,  the  men  were  landed  at 
Newport  News.  This,  in  addition  to  the  above  reason,  was  consid- 
ered desirable,  in  order  to  deceive  any  possible  spy  of  the  enemy  as 
to  the  destination  of  the  troops.  The  First  Brigade  is  now  embark- 
ing on  sea  transports,  and  will  sail  this  evening.  General  Potter, 
who  was  sent  to  ascertain  what  he  could  concerning  the  late  destnic- 
tion  of  light-houses  on  the  coast,  has  returned.  He  established  guards 
at  Smith's  Island,  Hog  Island,  and  Cherrystone.  The  result  of  his 
inquiries  indicates  that  the  destroying  party  were  landed  from  sailing 
vessels  lying  off  the  lights.  The  character  of  the  sailing  vessels, 
whether  sea-going  or  from  the  bay,  could  not  be  ascertained.  The 
destroying  party  returned  to  their  vessels,  and  so  could  not  be  over- 
taken and  punished  by  General  Potter. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  10,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

HeadquMrters  Defenses: 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  General  Pleasonton  is 
respectfully  transmitted,  for  the  information  of  Major-General 
Heintzelman,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding: 

He  (General  Kilpatrick)  further  reports  that  scouts  report  that  numbers  of  de- 
serters from  General  King's  command,  and  the  commands  at  Fairfax  and  Manassas, 
,  are  joining  Mosby  for  the  purpose  of  plunder.     It  is  thought  some  of  Mosby's  men 
are  in  the  commands  referred  to,  in  the  character  of  spies,  influencing  our  men  to 
desert. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquaktebs  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

August  10,  1863—7  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg's  report*  upon  the  detach- 
ments sent  over  to  establish  the  picket  line  south  of  the  Aestham 
River,  and  to  say  that  it  was  unsatisfactory;  for  it  was  reported  by 
General  Gregg  that  the  enemy  picketed  the  south  bank  in  force,  and 
apprehensions  were  expressed  by  him  that  his  outposts  or  pickets 
might  be  captured;  yet  a  detachment  of  merely  1  officer  and  16 
men  is  sent  from  Welford's  Ford  to  communicate  with  the  right  of 
Buford's  picket  line,  4  miles  distant.  Why  so  small  a  force  was 
sent  on  this  duty  when  Colonel  [General]  Gregg  entertained  the 
apprehensions  referred  to,  in  the  opinion  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding, requires  explanation. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Pnclosure.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  10,  1863—8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Htjmph]»eys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  The  report  from  General  Gregg,  forwarded  last  night, 
is  the  latest  received  from  him.  General  Kupatrick  reports  all  quiet 
along  his  picket  line.  A  small  squad  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  showed 
themselves  on  the  Falmouth  road  below  United  States  Ford  yester- 
day morning. 

Two  of  Kilpatrick's  men  in  disguise  went  into  one  of  Mosby's  ren- 
dezvous and  found  some  20  or  30  horses  grazing.  They  made  out 
they  were  Mosby's  men.  I  have  sent  out  a  suflBcient  party  to  cap- 
ture the  concern.  A  second  report  from  Kilpatrick  just  in  states  the 
squad  of  rebel  cavalry  captured  a  messenger,  took  him  to  Dumfries, 
and  there  paroled  him.  He  sends  in  6  prisoners;  2  are  deserters  from 
the  rebel  army. 

He  (General  Kilpatrick)  further  reports  that  scouts  report  that 
numbers  of  deserters  from  General  Kiug's  command,  and  the  com- 
mands at  Fairfax  and  Manasses,  are  joining  Mosby  for  the  purpose 
of  plunder.  It  is  thought  some  of  Mosby's  men  are  in  the  com- 
mands referred  to,  in  the  character  of  spies,  influencing  our  men  to 
desert.  . 

General  Merritt  reports  no  change  in  front  of  Colonel  Devin,  or 
in  the  immediate  front,  as  regards  the  enemy.     Colonel  Huey  reports 
no  change  or  occurrence  worthy  of  note. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

*  See  Mcintosh's  report  of  skirmish  near  Welford's  Ford,  Part  I,  p.  67. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  10,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Slocum: 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  tlie  information  of  Major-Oeneral  New- 
ton and  Major-General  Slocum : 

Signal  Station, 
Watery  Mountain,  Augiist  10,  [1863]— 8.10  a.  m. 
Captain  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  enemy's  camp  smokes  are  plainly  visible  this  morning,  extending  from  the 
■vicinity  of  Raccoon  Ford  to  a  point  due  south  from  Watery  Mountain.  The  main 
body  appears  to  be  directly  east  of  Clark's  and  Pony  Mountains  and  south  of  Ste- 
vensbuTg,  and  between  Culpeper  and  Raccoon  Ford.  Much  smoke  is  seen  at  tiie 
above-named  places. 

TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  10,  1863—7.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Comdg.  First  Cai\  Div.,  Rappahannock  Station: 

You  will  turn  over  all  tlie  surplus  of  good  horses,  after  your  divis- 
ion is  mounted,  to  General  Gregg  and  General  Kilpatrick.  You 
will  order  Graham's  battery  to  report  to  Captain  Tidhall,  with  the 
Artillery  Reserve.    There  was  a  battery  sent  up  to  relieve  it. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  10,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  you 
need  not  persist  in  crossing  until  further  orders. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  10,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Comdg.  First  Cav.  Div.,  Rappahannx)ck  Station: 

The  original  order  as  regards  your  brigade  will  be  carried  out, 
excepting  as  regards  yourself.  You  will  remain  in  command  of 
the  division  until  General  Buford's  return. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hdqks.  Def.  of  Washington  South  of  Potomac, 

August  10,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington: 
It  is  reported  that  one  of  our  cavalry  pickets  was  fired  on  last  night 
while  on  duty  near  Falls  Church.  A  Mr.  Reed,  resident  of  that 
place,  says  he  knows  that  Mosby's  headquarters  are  only  about  5 
miles  from  Falls  Church,  where  he  had  about  40  men.  My  own 
cavalry  force  is  not  sufficient  to  send  out  a  large  enough  party  to 
verify  this  information  and  keep  up  the  regular  nightly  patrols. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  De  RUSSY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Near  Portsmouth,  August  10,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Naglee, 

Norfolk : 

Is  it  intended  that  the  cavalry  expedition  shall  go  by  the  way 
of  Suffolk  ?  A  deserter  from  the  Ninth  Virginia  has  just  come  in. 
Reports  no  troops  at  Suffolk,  or  on  the  line  of  the  Blackwater, 
excepting  a  few  pickets  on  the  Blackwater. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Washington,  D.  C, 
August  10,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

General  Brooks,  at  Pittsburgh,  is  prepared  to  re-enforce  General 
Scammon  whenever  necessary. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  August  10,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
General  Kelley, 

West  Virginia: 
General   Brooks  will  be  able  to  re-enforce  General   Scammon. 
Should  it  be  necessary,  make  a  requisition  on  General  Brooks. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

August  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  how  newspapers  are  now 
supplied  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  circular  of  Major- 
General  Hooker,  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  proposals  for  furnishing 
newspapers  to  the  Army  were  received  until  12  o'clock  m.  on  the 
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12th  of  June,  1863,  ■when  these  bids  were  opened  in  presence  of  the 
council  of  administration. 

Mr.  John  M.  Lamb  was  found  to  have  offered  the  highest  sum 
($53.20  per  day)  for  the  privilege  of  supplying  the  army  with  news- 
papers and  periodicals.  He  was  accordingly  sent  for,  and  agreed  to 
the  following  conditions,  viz  :  That  he  would  supply  all  papers 
called  for  within  the  army  by  the  various  commands  composing  it, 
ordered  by  comnianders,  or  the  news  agents  belonging  to  me  corps, 
divisions,  and  brigades,  respectively,  at  5  cents  per  copy,  periodicals 
and  illustrated  papers  excepted. 

The  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  supply  of  the  army  during  its 
movements  necessarily  interfered  with  all  plans,  but  the  necessity 
of  making  money  enough  to  meet  the  monthly  payment  to  the  med- 
ical director  has  proved  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  Mr.  Lamb  to  bring 
his  papers  into  camp  whenever  it  has  been  possible. 

Thus  far,  the  system  has  worked  far  better  than  any  that  has  pre- 
ceeded  it,  the  agents  being  obliged  to  furnish  the  papers  called  for 
and  at  fixed  rates.  The  only  complaints  made  to  me  are  by  news- 
paper agents  and  proprietors,  who,  by  canvassing  the  troops  them- 
selves, have  been  able,  heretofore,  to  make  large  individual  profits. 

At  present,  officers  who  desire  the  latest  news  by  telegraph  take 
Washington  and  Baltimore  papers,  while  the  rank  and  file,  who 
want  more  local  news,  take  Philadelphia  or  New  York  papers, 
according  to  the  States  from  which  they  hail.  The  newsboys  inform 
me  that  they  make  the  most  money  on  the  Baltimore  Clipper  and 
Washington  Chronicle. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  43.  j  Baltimore,  August  10,  1863. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Major-General  Schenck,  the 
undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, assumes  command  of  the  Middle  Department,  the  Eighth 
Army  Corps. 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,   U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  2.  5  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  August  10,  1863. 

I.  The  Department  of  West  Virginia  has  been  extended,  by  order 
of  the  War  Department,  so  as  to  include  all  the  State  of  Maryland 
west  of  the  Monocacy  River,  and  that  portion  of  Virginia  in  the 
vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry. 

II.  Commanding  officers  will  make  out  and  forward  to  these  head- 
quarters, on  the  6th,  15th,  and  25th  of  each  month,  respectively, 
consolidated  reports  of  their  commands.  The  monthly  return  re- 
quired by  the  Army  Regulations  will  be  furnished  as  soon  after  the 
expiration  of  the  month  as  practicable. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Abstrcuit  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George 
G.  Meade,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

t 

s 

1 

ConunAnd. 

o 

1 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Si 

1 
O 

i 

1 

1 

O 

1 

S<3 

GeDeral  and  staff 

41 
78 

36 

7 

2 

76 

6 

483 

469 

655 

605 

791 

349 

4M 

535 

""m 

803 
308 

48 
1,718 

6,380 
6,868 

11,546 
9,148 

11,721 
5,697 
7,125 
8,979 

41 
1,192 

1,021 

382 

54 

.1,934 

6 

8,558 

8,728 

14,105 

11,478 

14,387 

7,504 

8,887 

12,261 

62 

1,914 

1,389 

436 

Sena  R.  Patrick). 
Engineer  Brigade  (Brig.  Gen. 

Henry  W.  Benham). 
Battalion     U.    S.    Engineers 

(Capt.  George  H.  MendeU). 
Guards   and  orderlies   (Brig. 

75 

Gen.  Rufus  Ingalls). 
Artillery  Reserve  (Brig.  Gen. 

Robert  0.  Tyler). 
Signal  corps  (Capt.  Lemuel 

15 

266 

8 

49 

50 

1,400 

80 

2,985 
6 

B.  Norton). 
First  Army  Corps  (Maj.  Gen. 

John  Newton). 
Second   Army    <3orps    (Brig. 

453 
416 
591 
573 
739 
321 
369 
3 

6,823 
5,629 
9,013 
8,328 
10,715 
4,958 
6,735 

2 

48 

16 
14 
83 
15 
26 

8 
11 

1 

509 
514 
741 
436 
771 
641 
361 
...... 

83 
28 
42 
88 
42 
25 
80 
30 

17,451 
19  62? 

Gen.  William  Hays). 
Third  Army  Corps  (Maj.  Gen. 

85,939 
19,692 
20,866 
12,716 
14  477 

William  H.  French). 
Fifth  Army  Corps  (Maj.  Gen. 

George  Sykes). 
Sixth  Armv  Corps  (Maj.  Gen. 

John  Sedgwick). 
Eleventh  Army  Corps  (Maj. 

Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard. 
Twelfth    Army    Corps   (Maj. 

5 
5 

no 

40 

Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum). 
Cavalry  Corps  (Maj.  (Sen.  Al- 
fred Fleasonton). 

470 

8,808 

25,694 

Total 

4,531 

71,312 

90,522 

3,480 

51,454 

484 

9,055 

164 

6,273 

518 

163,329 

Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.  Gen. 
Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863. 


Command. 


Department  headquarters 

Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction  (Barry) 

Railway  guard  (Tracy) 

District  of  Washington  (Martindale) 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac  (Haskin). . 

Fort  Washington,  Md.  (Merchant) 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac  (De  Russy) 

King's  division 

Cavalry  (Lowell) 

Provisional  brigades  (Casey) 

District  of  Alexandria  (Slough) 
Camp  Convalescent,  &c.  (Mc. 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


46 
24 
119 
801 
6 
196 
128 
46 
11 


957 


154 
1,251 

688 
2,39? 
6,064 

106 
4,513 
2,822 


1,076 
3,240 


81,799 


a 

S 

a 

I 


195 
1,454 

903 
3,424 
4,839 

144 
6,043 
2,074 
1,251 

251 
1,339 
7,417 


31,934 


OP  p 


227 
1,725 

924 
4,301 
7,250 

148 
7,398 
3,399 
1,553 

266 
2,646 
7,739 


3?,  565 


b 

I 
I 


414 
73 
42S 


981 
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Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Middle  Department  (Eighth  Army 
Corps),  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August 
10,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 

1^ 

8 

1 

s 

PApj^rt.n^pnt'.  stftfT 

23 
S3. 
27 
72 
11 
35 

221 

"i,'263' 
781 

1,033 
258 
682 

23 
1,514 

890 
1,248 

297 
1,089 

23 
1,724 
1,101 
1,455 
407 
1,201 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris ) 

Defenses  of  Baltimore  (Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler) 

Third  Separate  BriRade  (Col.  S.  A.  Graham) 

Annapolis,  Md.  (Col.  C.  A.  Waite) 

Fort  Delaware,  Del.  (Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf) 

73 

Total 

4,017 

5,061 

5,911 

73 

Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Maj. 
Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863. 


Command. 


Department  headquarters 

Chambersburg  (Ferry) 

Harrisburg  (Stahel) 

Huntingdon  (McKeage)... 
Philadelphia  (CJadwalader) 

PottsviUe  (Whipple) 

Readiug  (Sigel) 

West  CJhester  (Shorkley). . 
York  (Palmer) 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


9 
45 

112 
49 

145 


631 


1,141 


2,728 

1,053 

4,027 

HH 

77 


12,583 


I 

(SC 


9 

1,264 
3,168 
957 
3,169 
1,184 
4,543 


14,643 


£^ 


^g 

a 

Sra 

,_, 

o 

^ 

fj" 

^ 

s 

11 

1,527 
3,793 
1,147 
4,618 
1,314 
4,798 
273 
90 


17,571 


Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Maj. 
Gen.  William  T.  H.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863. 


Command. 


Department  headquarters 

Bumesville,  Ohio  (Captain  Deen) 

ConnellsviUe,  Pa.  (Lieutenant^Colonel  Dale) 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Captain  Churchill) 

Pulasid,  Pa.  (Lieut.  James  M,  Brown) ....... 

Wheeling,  W.  Va .  (Capt.  Weslegf  C.  Thorp) . . . 

Total 


P^ese^t  for 
duty. 


33 


n 

ID 


8 

B 

90 

13 

315 

3 

84 

1 

37 

5 

75 

»ro 

87 


162 

758 


8 
101 
574 
88 
51 
173 
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Abstract  from  tri-monthly  rettim  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig. 
Oen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


a* 

tire 


Department  staff 

Third  Division  (Scammon) 

Averell^s  brigade 

Campbell's  brigade 

Mulligan's  bri^ule 

Wilkinson's  brigade 

Detachmentsa 

Total 


5 
1'.6 
170 
69 
79 
91 
81 


4,410 
3,741 
1,63a 
1,669 
2,251 
1,833 


5 
5,239 
4,605 
1,825 
1,841 
2,524 
2,075 


5,499 
2,298 
2,423 
2,851 
2,276 


14 
10 


681 


15,536 


13,114 


21,746 


a  At  Clarksburg,  Green  Spring  Bun,  and  New  Creek. 

Abstract  from  tri-mxmthly  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  O.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August 
10,  1863. 


Command. 


Department  headquarters. 
Fort  Monroe,  Va,  (Roberts) 

Naglee's  command  a 

Palmer's  command  b 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


19 


405 
43^ 


63r 
8,039 
7,093 


16,360 


bo 


19 

97? 
10,  .504 
10,283 


"■S 


19 

1,171 

10,674 

c23,773 


62 

(d) 


21,783  I  41,637 


a  At  Gloucester  Point,  Norfolk,  PortFmouth,  and  Yorktown,  Va. 
6  At  Beaufort,  New  Berne.  Plymouth,  and  Washington,  N.  0. 
c  Includes  10,065  reported  as  in  Department  of  the  South. 
d  Not  reported  in  original. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  11,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  newspapers  in  this  army.  I  regret,  in  view 
of  the  authority  vested  in  your  hands,  and  your  attention  being  called 
to  the  subject,  that  you  did  not  indicate  your  wishes,  in  order  that 
the  same  might  be  carried  into  effect.  As,  however,  you  are  pleased 
still  to  commit  this  subject  to  my  judgment  as  commanding  general, 
I  feel  bound  to  say,  after  carefully  examining  into  all  that  has  oc- 
curred, that  the  present  arrangement  is,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  most 
just  to  the  soldier  and  the  fairest  for  the  proprietors  of  journals. 

There  are  two  questions  involved  in  the  arrangement  of  the  sub- 
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ject:  (1)  What  journals  shall  be  distributed  in  the  army;  and  (2)  by 
whom  and  upon  what  terms  shall  these  journals  be  sold  ? 

The  first  question  is  in  a  manner  political,  and  for  the  solution  of 
which  I  am  free  to  say  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide  from 
ignorance  of  the  character  of  individual  journals.  It  is  one  of  great 
delicacy,  and  involving  important  questions  touching  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  the  rights  of  individuals,  which  it  seems  to  me  should 
be  settled  by  higher  and  more  competent  authority  than  the  com- 
manding general  of  an  army. 

If  left  to  my  decision,  I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  be  governed 
by  the  action  of  the  Government  with  reference  to  other  classes  of 
citizens,  and  to  decide  that  if  the  Government  permit  the  publica- 
tion and  distribution  of  a  journal  among  the  citizens  of  the  locality 
where  it  is  published,  that  I  have  no  right  to  deny  the  soldiers  the 
same  privilege  which  is  acceded  to  their  fellow-citizens  at  home. 
This,  of  course,  is  a  very  broad  ground,  and  allows  the  circulation 
of  all  published  journals.  To  adopt  a  different  course,  however, 
would  be  to  virtually  establish  in  this  army  a  censorship  of  the  press, 
which,  as  I  remarked  before,  is  impracticable  for  want  of  proper 
knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Having  decided  what  journals  should  be  circulated,  the  question 
next  arises.  By  what  mode  shall  their  circulation  be  regulated  and 
sanctioned  ?  You  are  aware  that  several  methods  have  been  adopted, 
and  in  succession  abandoned  as  open  to  objections ;  among  them  one 
now  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  in  the  letter  referred  to  me,  which  is, 
that  each  journal  should  be  represented  by  its  own  agent.  The  prin- 
cipal objection  to  this  system  is  that  it  multiplies  indefinitely  the 
mimber  of  agents,  and  that  it  would  be  a  constantly  recurring  ques- 
tion as  to  who  should  be  the  designated  agent,  unless,  as  Mr.  Clark 
avers,  he  should  be  honored  with  the  agency  of  the  principal  jour- 
nals, which,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  would  then  be  establishing  as  much 
of  a  monopoly  as  now  exists — only  the  monopoly  would  be  in  Mr. 
Clark's  hands,  and  inure  to  the  benefit  of  himself  and  friends,  and 
not  as  now  to  the  fund  devoted  to  alleviating  the  sufferings  of.  our 
sick  and  wounded. 

It  was  the  difficulty  of  deciding  what  journals  should  have  agents, 
and  the  trouble  of  regulating  and  supervising  so  ma,ny  different  per- 
sons, which  induced  my  predecessor,  after  much  deliberation,  and  as 
I  sincerely  believe  with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  justice  to  all  parties, 
to  adopt  the  present  system,  which  was  to  give  the  agency  for  the 
whole  army  to  one  individual,  requiring  him  to  furnish  such  papers 
as  are  called  for  at  a  stipulated  price,  and,  in  order  that  all  interested 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  secure  the  position,  it  was  determined 
to  give  it  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  proceeds  of  the  contract  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  medical  director  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  hospitals. 

So  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  examination  I  have  made,  this  sys- 
tem has  up  to  this  time  worked  satisfactorily.  I  have  heard  no  com- 
plaint of  the  character  of  Mr.  Clark,  except  a  letter  received  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  Daily  Chronicle,  in  Washington,  who  averred 
that,  owing  to  the  cheapness  of  other  journals,  the  agent  did  not  pro- 
cure as  many  of  his  papers  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  desired. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Clark's  complaint,  as  well  as  his  allegations  against 
the  character  of  the  present  agent,  I  beg  leave  to  say  whenever  he 
substantiates  either,  by  proper  evidence  and  facts  before  the  provost- 
marshal-general,  the  evils  complained  of  will  be  immediately  cor- 
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reeled,  and  the  contract  with  the  present  agent  annulled.  With 
regard  to  the  complaint,  or  rather  objection,  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
Daily  Chronicle,  I  have  advised  him  that  the  fact  that  the  agent  is 
compelled  by  the  terms  of  his  contract  to  supply  such  papers  as  are 
called  for  will  be  made  public  in  orders,  and  a  plan  arranged  by 
which  each  officer  and  man  desiring  his  paper  can  register  his  name, 
and  the  agent  will  be  compelled  to  procure  and  deliver  a  number 
equal  to  the  demand  thus  indicated.  By  adopting  this  plan,  I  do  not 
see  how  any  monopoly  can  be  injuriously  established,  and  that  each 
journal  will  be  fairly  and  justly  represented,  its  circulation  being 
thus  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  army. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  my  judgment  is  concerned,  I  should  not  be 
disposed  to  alter  the  present  system,  believing  that  the  complaints 
made  against  it  are  based  more  on  individual  interests  than  on  the 
general  interests  of  the  army. 

As  to  who  shall  be  the  agent,  I  have  no  individual  preference,  and 
will  most  promptly  discharge  the  present  incumbent  so  soon  as  any 
reliable  evidence  is  presented  either  that  he  is  unworthy  of  employ- 
ment from  notoriously  bad  character,  or  that  he  fails  to  execute  his 
contract  in  the  most  impartial  manner  and  with  the  single  object  of 
giving  satisfaction  to  the  soldier. 

At  the  same  time,  I  shall  be  greatly  relieved  if  you  shall  think 
proper  to  assume  control  of  this  subject,  and  you  may  rest  assured 
whenever  your  wishes  are  distinctly  indicated,  they  will  be  most 
promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with.  And  if  you  should  deem 
it  of  importance  to  designate  another  agent,  the  contract  with  the 
present  incumbent  will  be  at  once  revoked,  and  your  nominee  in- 
stalled. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  report*  from  the  provost-marshal-general, 
showing  the  conditions  upon  which  the  present  agent  distributes 
papers,  and  the  amount  paid  by  him  to  the  hospital  fund. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  11,  [1863]— 4  p.  m. 

(Eeceivecl  5  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  General  Merritt  reports  that  a  party  sent  out  by  Col- 
onel Devin  had  gone  as  far  as  the  Rapidan.  The  enemy,  about  100 
strong,  retreated  before  the  advance  of  the  party,  but  came  back 
to  his  old  position  on  the  return  of  the  party.  The  enemy's  force 
extends  as  far  east  as  Stevensburg,  and  his  scouts  and  pickets 
move  well  down  on  the  neck  between  the  Rapidan  and  the  Rappa- 
hannock. In  front  of  Rappahannock  Bridge  everything  remains  the 
same. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Comm,anding. 

*See  p.  26. 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  11,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps: 
Nothing  new  from  the  front.  The  lines  are  quiet  and  as  previously 
reported.  No  horses  have  as  yet  been  turned  over  by  the  Reserve 
Brigade  since  last  report.  General  Kilpatrick's  quartermaster  looked 
through  the  lot  to-day,  but  took  none.  Gregg  has  not  been  heard 
from.  Cannot  some  order,  requiring  these  horses  to  be  taken,  be 
sent  to  headquarters  of  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  or  the  horses  be 
turned  in  to  Catlett's  Station,  so  that  this  brigade  can  get  oflE  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volv/nteers,  Comdg.  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Schuez, 

Commanding  Eleventh  Corps  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  in  the 
course  of  conversation  yesterday  it  was  incidentally  mentioned  by 
General  Wright  that  it  was  reported  by  his  patrols  toward  Green- 
wich that  they  had  seen  nothing  recently  of  the  force  at  Greenwich. 
This  was  one  of  the  points  to  be  occupied  by  a  regiment  from  the 
Eleventh  Corps,  which  was  to  patrol  toward  New  Baltimore  and 
Bristoe  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  11,  1863. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Corps: 

Captain  :  The  communication  from  Major-General  Huniphreys, 
chief  of  staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  addressed  to  Major-General 
Pleasonton,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  having  been  referred  to 
me,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reply  : 

When  at  Amissville,  and  on  the  4th  and  6th  of  this  month,  by  di- 
rection of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Cavalry  Corps,  recon- 
noitering  parties  were  sent  across  the  Aestham  River,  in  the  direction 
of  Culpeper,  to  ascertain  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Both  these  reconnaissances  discovered  the  fact  that  the  enemy's 
cavalry  to  the  amount  of  a  brigade  occupied  the  country  between 
Rixeyville  and  Culpeper.  Other  reconnaissances  discovered  that 
the  enemy's  cavalry  to  the  amount  of  a  brigade  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sperryville.  After  these  reconnaissances  across  the  Aestham 
River,  the  fords  at  Oak  Shade  and  Starke's  were  picketed  by  the 
enemy. 

When,  on  the  9th,  I  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Pleas- 
onton to  extend  my  line  of  pickets  south  of  the  Aestham  River, 
crossing  at  Rixeyville,  I  did  report  that  the  enemy  picketed  the 
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south  bank  in  force.  This  had  been  ascertained  from  previous  re- 
connaissances, and  at  the  time  of  making  such  report  the  pickets 
were  visible.  I  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  line  of  pickets 
established  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Aestham  River,  in  the  very- 
front  of  the  enemy  (there  being  but  two  points  of  crossing,  Oak 
Shade  Ford  and  Welford's,  and  this  stream  readily  made  unf ordable 
by  a  heavy  rain),  would  be  greatly  in  danger  of  capture. 

It  not  having  been  indicated  to  me  at  what  point  the  left  of  my 
new  line  would  connect  with  General  Buford's  right,  I  made  appli- 
cation that  such  point  be  established.  Beverly  Ford  was  the  point 
indicated.  To  Col.  J.  B.  Mcintosh,  commanding  I'irst  Brigade  of 
this  division,  I  sent  an  order  to  cross  as  directed  from  headquarters 
Cavalry  Corps,  and  to  employ  his  whole  force  for  the  purpose.*  The 
order  reached  Colonel  Mcintosh  at  the  river,  where  he  had  250  men. 
In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  order.  Colonel  Mcintosh  reported 
that  it  was  impracticable  to  cross  as  directed,  but  that  he  had  ordered 
a  force  to  cross  at  "Welford's  Ford,  to  communicate  with  General 
Buford,  and  establish  the  left  of  the  line  as  far  as  Welford's  Ford. 
Having  been  officially  informed  that  General  Buford's  pickets  would 
be  at  Beverly  Ford,  and  that  General  Sykes  had  put  down  a  bridge 
and  had  infantry  in  front  of  Beverly  Ford,  a  force  of  40  men  was 
sent  across  at  Welford's  Ford.  The  crossing  was  easily  effected,  and 
it  was  ten  minutes  after  the  departure  of  the  lieutenant  and  16  men 
before  the  enemy  approached  in  superior  force.  Welford's  Ford  is 
2i  miles  from  Beverly  Ford. 

It  mil  be  seen  that  the  report  made  by  me  as  to  the  enemy  occu- 
pying and  picketing  the  soutii  bank  of  the  river  was  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  point  at  which  I  was  ordered  to  cross,  viz,  at  Rixeyville 
Ford.  Having  been  informed  that  General  Buford's  division  was  ij 
miles  from  Rappahannock  Station,  it  was  inferred  that  the  enemy 
would  not  be  so  near  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  as  at  Welford's 
Ford.  I  did  not  direet  the  crossing  of  any  portion  of  the  command 
at  Welford's  Ford,  nor  did  I  know  of  it  until  it  had  been  done,  but 
when  it  was  reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Mcintosh  I  fully  appi-oved 
of  it.  The  force  deployed  by  the  enemy  was  but  18  men,  and  these 
fled  at  the  approach  of  the  force  sent  across.  A  personal  examination 
of  the  fords  at  Rixeyville  and  Stark's  Ford  confirms  me  more  fully  as 
to  the  impracticability  of  crossing  any  ordinary  force  for  picketing 
at  either  of  these  places,  and  also  that  a  line  of  pickets  established 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Aestham  River  could  not  be  maintained 
there  without  the  support  of  the  entire  force  at  present  under  my 
command,  stationed  on  the  same  side  with  the  pickets.  I  must  again 
refer  to  the  report  sent  by  me  that  the  enemy  picketed  the  south  bank 
in  force,  and  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  report  was  made  be- 
cause of  an  order  to  cross  at  Rixeyville  and  referred  to  the  south  side 
of  the  river  in  that  vicinity. 

I  would  add  that  the  lieutenant  and  16  men  returned  yesterday, 
having  communicated  with  General  Buford's  command,  but  could  . 
not  return  by  the  route  they  had  taken. 

This,  the  explanation  of  the  acts  of  myself  and  subordinates  in  our 
attempts  to  execute  an  order  so  as  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
servitje,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 

*For  Mcintosh's  report,  see  p.  67,  Part  I. 
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Washington, 
August  VZ,  1863—9  p.  m. 
General  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
If  you  can  conveniently  leave  your  command,  I  would  be  glad  to 
see  you  at  the  Department  to-morrow,  or  at  your  earliest  conven- 
ience, for  the  purpose  of  consultation.     Please  report  whether  you 
can  come  and  when. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  25.  S  August  12,  1863. 

By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  is 
hereby  broken  up,  and  will  be  distributed'  as  follows  : 

Second  New  York  Cavalry  to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 
Fourth  New  York  Cavalry  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 
The  First  Rhode  Island,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  will  be  assigned  by  the  division  commander  of  the  Second 
Division  to  the  two  brigades  of  that  command,  to  equalize  their  num- 
bers as  much  as  possible. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Pleasonton: 

A.  J.  COHEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

Neiu  Berne,  N.   C,  August  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General . 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  communication  in  refer- 
ence to  the  property  stolen  from  Washington  by  various  officers. 
The  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  McChesney  throws  some  light 
on  the  matter.  Some  of  the  things  not  enumerated  by  Colonel 
McChesney  were  doubtless  taken  without  authority,  but  the  precise 
amount  cannot  be  ascertained.  I  inclose,  also,  copies  of  orders  issued 
here  since  General  Foster  left  this  corps.  With  regard  to  the  f imds 
captured  on  the  late  raid,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
Cardner,  I  can  only  say  that  the  whole  matter  was  conducted  in  a 
very  irregular  manner.  You  inform  me  that  this  money  ($3,600) 
had  been  turned  over  by  Lieutenant  Cardner  to  Colonel  Lewis,  who 
was  to  turn  it  over  to  General  Potter.  Why,  then,  did  not  Colonel 
Lewis  do  so?  He  was  here  for  several  days  with  General  Potter,  and 
as  soon  as  General  Potter  left,  he  (Colonel  Lewis)  applied  for  and 
received  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  direct  to  New  York,  taking  the 
monej''  with  him.  Besides,  I  think  that  the  $2,600  was  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  amount  of  money  captured.  I  think  I  can  show  that 
Lieutenant  Cardner  sold  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  either  North 
Carolina  State  or  Confederate  money— as  much  as  $1,100  to-  one 
person — all  of  which  was  money  captured  on  that  raid.  The  matter 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal,  who  will,  I  hope,  be  able  to 
throw  more  light  on  this  matter. 
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The  order  concerning  horses  was  issued  for  the  reason  that  there 
are  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  horses  kept  by  citizens,  traders,  sol- 
diers, &c.,  all  of  which  are  fed  by  the  Government,  while  they  are 
in  no  way  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  No  forage  is  brought 
here  except  such  as  is  brought  by  the  Government,  and  of  course  the 
quartermaster's  department  must  feed  all  these  animals.  I  wish  to 
find  out  who  are  the  owners,  or  pretended  owners,  of  the  animals, 
and  where  they  get  their  forage. 

A  flag  of  truce  came  in  yesterday,  down  the  river,  in  charge  of 
Major  Whitford.  The  steamer  Southfield  received  it,  and,  much  to 
my  surprise,  jJermitted  the  ofucers  with  it  to  come  to  me.  I  sent 
them  immediately  back  to  the  Southfield,  and  as  soon  as  I  could,  I 
sent  a  steamer  alongside  of  her  to  receive  the  officers  and  men  who 
came  with  Whitford,  and  to  return  with  them  up  the  river  this 
morning. 

The  dispatch  brought  was  from  General  Martin,  and  iinimpor- 
tant,  as  it  was  only  concerning  some  of  Whitford's  men,  who  are 
prisoners  here,  and  who  General  Martin  says  were  reported  to  be  in 
irons. 

Some  women  and  children  came  in,  too,  to  remain  here,  and  one  to 
go  North.  I  never  knew  of  their  being  here  until  they  made  their 
appearance  before  me.  I  should  have  felt  obliged  to  refuse  two  of 
them  admittance.  One  of  them  is  a  Northern  woman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  canal  I  presume  is  fairly  opened.  About  200  men  are  stationed 
at  Currituck  Bridge.  A  small  field-work  is  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, laid  out  by  Lieutenant  King,  and  there  are  two  guns  for  the 
work,  one  a  field  piece  and  one  a  carronade.  We  are  much  in  need 
of  a  boat  to  run  through  the  canal.  I  he«r  that  you  have  some  suit- 
able for  that  purpose  at  Norfolk  or  Fort  Monroe.  I  go  to-day  to 
Hatteras  to  see  how  matters  are  there,  and  to  regulate  some  diffi 
culties  that  have  arisen  between  the  commanding  officer,  the  quarter- 
master, and  the  surgeon  of  the  post.  Admiral  Lee  has  been  here, 
but  he  is  now  inspecting  his  force  in  the  sounds.  He  will  return  in 
a  few  days.  I  shall  send  with  this  a  supply  of  the  latest  Richmond 
papers. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Norfolk, 

August  12,  1863. 
General  Foster  . 

The  Governor  [Peirpoint]  called  upon  me  last  night,  and,  after  a 
big  effort  to  blind  me,  was  taken  wp  in  handsome  style.  Admitted 
that  the  council  were  interfering  with  the  military,  and  had  failed 
at  Washington,  and  concluded  with  me  that  he  merely  wished  to 
suggest  a  certain  policy  which  I  will  not  order,  namely,  to  at  once 
confiscate  all  property  unless  the  owners  will  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States  and  to  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  have 
to-day  issued  the  following  order,  which  is  as  far  as  I  will  go.  The 
GoA'ernor  is  too  rabid. 

NAGLEE. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.,  7th  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  f  Norfolk,  Va.,  August  13,  1863. 

The  provost-marshals  of  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  will 
take  possession  of  all  houses  owned  by  disloyal  persons  now  within 
the  rebel  lines,  and  of  all  real  property  within  said  cities  owned  by 
disloyal  persons,  who  take  active  part  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  or  who  violate  the  orders  of  the  department;  but 
no  property  shall  be  condemned  until  written  evidence  shall  have 
been  taken  in  the  premises  and  be  approved  by  the  genei-al  com- 
manding. 

The  fund  created  by  the  rental  of  the  above  property  shall  be  ap- 
propriated exclusively  toward  the  relief  of  the  destitute  families  of 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  rebel  army. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee: 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  4.  \  August  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
District  of  North  Carolina  and  of  the  troops  therein,  and  will  be 
respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


August  13, 1863. 

(Received  9.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  will  leave  here  at  13  m.  and  expect  to  be  in  the  city  and  at  the 
Department  by  5  p.  m.  If  this  hour  interferes  with  your  arrange- 
ments, please  leave  word  at  what  time  I  shall  call. 

.     GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding.  ■■ 


Headquarters, 
August  13,  [1863]— 9  a.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Corps  : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  he  is  called  to  Washington,  and  that  he  deems  it  advisable  that 
you  should  be  at  these  headquarters  until  he  returns.  He  leaves  at 
13  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Hartwood  Church,  August  13,  18bd. 

(Keceived  11  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Plbasonton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  yesterday.  By 
the  editorial  and  official  orders,  you  will  readily  perceive  the  hope- 
lessness with  which  they  regard  their  prospects.  This  feelmg  per- 
vades their  entire  army.  I  learn  this  from  two  deserters  who  have 
iusfcome  in.  They  belong  to  the  First  Texas  Infantry,  Hoods 
division,  Longstreet's  corps.  Their  division  is  on  picket  from  United 
States  Ford  to  Fredericksburg.  Pickett's  division  is  on  the  left  ot 
Hood's  division,  and  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  is  on  the  left  of  Pickett.  One 
week  ago  one  of  the  deserters  saw  a  portion  if  not  all  ot  Jlweil  s 
ammunition  train  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  the  railroad  bridge  (trom 

Culpeper),  going  south.  „      '  ,  ■ :,      t.i    i.  i  + 

The  rebel  army  is  being  re-enforced  considerably  by  convalescents, 
but  no  conscripts  have  arrived.  Desertions  are  frequent.  Many 
more  than  do  would  desert  was  our  army  closer  to  them.  Four  more 
belonging  to  the  company  with  those  taken  to-day  wished  to  come 
over,  but  were  afraid  they  could  not  "make  the  trip."  They  can 
tell  nothing  of  their  cavalry,  except  that  they  were  told  that  500 
cavalry  and  a  battery  had  crossed  near  Falmouth,  and  gone  to  a  point 
on  the  Potomac  about  20  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac 
Creek,  where  they  intended  establishing  a  battery  to  annoy  our  boats 
on  the  Potomac.  If  this  report  proves  to  be  true,  I  would  like  to 
go  down  the  Neck  with  my  command  and  drive  them  out  or  capture 

The  deserters  report  the  rebel  army  as  very  much  dispirited,  and 
that  it  is  the  belief  among  the  privates  that  Lee's  army  will  fight  us 
on  the  Peninsula  (not  news). 

My  patrols  intercepted  and  captured  the  carrier  of  some  letters 
from  the  South  Branch  of  the  Rappahannock.  One  of  the  letters 
was  from  the  adjutant-general  of  General  Garnett's  command,  which 
is  now  stationed  at  Orange  Court-House.  The  letter  was  to  a  young 
lady  on  this  side  the  river.  Among  other  things  the  writer  said  he 
could  not  see  her  until  after  the  next  grand  battle  was  fought,  which 
would  be  soon,  and  which  battle  would  be  the  last  of  the  war  and 
would  produce  peace.  He  also  informed  his  correspondent  that  the 
war  would  soon  close,  "or,  to  use  the  words  of  the  privates,  it  is 
about  played  out."  This  is  his  own  language.  Comparing  the 
intelligence  which  I  have  received  from  three  souj-ces  (Richmond 
paper,  deserters,  and  this  officer's  letter),  I  find  it  is  of  one  char- 
acter, which  fact  adds  to  its  reliability. 

All  quiet  along  my  line  to-day.  Citizens  whom  I  arrested  several 
days  ago  and  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  have  been 
paroled  and  returned  to  their  homes.  They  regard  their  paroles  no 
more  than  they  do  so  much  blank  paper,  and  are  as  able  to  injure  us 
by  bushwhacking,  &c.,  as  they  were  before,  if  not  more  so.  They 
are  bolder  and  more  defiant.  They  come  into  my  camp  among  the 
men  and  boast  of  their  paroles,  and  say  they  are  for  the  Confed- 
erate Government,  but  will  wait  and  see  who  comes  off  victor. 
Complaints  have  been  made  to  me,  and  in  some  cases  arrests  have 
been  made,  but  I  am  powerless  to  act  in  consequence  of  their  paroles 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.    I  can  suppress 
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bushwhacking,  and  render  every  man  within  the  limits  of  my  com- 
mand practically  loyal,  if  allowed  to  deal  with  them  as  I  choose. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General. 

P.  S. — I  have  forwarded  the  information  obtained  from  the  enemy 
to  General  Kilpatrick,  but  it  is  more  direct  to  your  headquarters 
than  to  his.  I  therefore  send  you  a  copy  also,  not  doubting  but  that 
General  Kilpatrick  will  do  so  likewise. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  14,  [1863]— 10.15  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 
This  communication  is  respectfully  forwarded  to   headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  the  Richmond  Examiner  referred  to. 
The  captured  letters  were  not  sent.     General  Custer  has  been  di- 
rected to  forward  them. 

A.  PLEASONTON", 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  August  13,  1863—7  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Order  at  once  the  regular  division  in  the  Fifth  Corps  and  the 
Vermont  brigade  in  the  Sixth  Corps  to  Alexandria.  Call  on  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  furnish  transportation  by  railroad, 
so  as  to  forward  these  troops  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  No 
land  transportation  or  supplies  to  accompany  them. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


August  13,  1863—10.10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  Vermont  brigade  of 
your  corps  proceed  forthwith  to  Alexandria,  there  to  receive  further 
orders.  The  brigade  will  march  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to 
Warrenton  Junction,  where  railroad  transportation  will  be  pro- 
vided for  it.  No  land  transportation  or  supplies  will  be  taken  by 
the  brigade.  Please  acknowledge  this  dispatch  at  once,  and  report 
as  soon  as  you  can  the  number  of  oflBcers  and  men  for  whom  trans- 
portation will  be  required. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


August  13,  1803—10.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  regular  division  of  your 
corps  proceed  forthwith  to  Alexandria,  there   to   receive   further 
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orders.  The  division  will  inarch  as  soon  as  possible  to  Eappahannock 
Station,  where  railroad  transportation  will  be  provided  for  it.  No 
land  transportation  or  supplies  will  accompany  the  division.  Please 
acknowledge  this  dispatch,  and  report  as  soon  as  you  can  the  num- 
ber of  ofQcers  and  men  for  whom  transportation  will  be  required. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

August  13,  1863. 

Col.  G.  H.  Sharps, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal-General,  &e.  : 

Colonel  :  At  your  suggestion,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  brief 
the  manner  in  which  goods  have  been  brought  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  by  sutlers  and  traders  during  the  time  General  Patrick  has 
been  acting  as  provost-marshal-general. 

By  referring  to  the  circular  issued  November  7,  1863,  and  marked 
A,  it  will  be  seen  that  before  goods  could  be  brought  to  the  army 
an  invoice  must  be  presented  to  this  office  for  approval,  or  the  goods 
attempted  to  be  brought  to  the  army  would  be  liable  to  confiscation. 
Such  instances,  I  may  here  add,  were  not  a  few.  That  system  con- 
tinued in  force  from  the  issuing  of  the  circular,  November  7,  1863, 
at  which  time  goods  were  brought  to  the  army  in  wagons,  until  the 
army  went  into  winter  quarters  on  the  Rappahannock,  when  the 
following  system  went  into  effect : 

A  sutler  wishing  to  bring  goods  to  the  army  made  up  his  invoice 
in  conformity  to  the  "Wilson  bill,"  and  for  one  month's  supply. 
That  invoice  was  approved  by  the  commandant  of  his  regiment  and 
brigade,  and  latterly  by  command  of  the  provost-marshal-general. 
Three  sutlers,  with  their  papers  thus  approved,  could  go  to  Wash- 
ington, and  there  of  the  Quartermaster-General  obtain  permission  to 
clear  a  vessel  for  Belle  Plain  or  Aquia  Creek.  At  these  points  were 
officers,  acting  under  orders  of  the  provost-marshal-general,  who 
examined  the  goods  and  manifest  accompanying  the  Vessels.  If 
found  to  agree,  and  no  contraband  goods  discovered,  the  sutlers 
were  permitted  to  land  their  goods. 

The  confiscations  while  the  army  lay  at  that  point  were  not  a  few. 
Parties  attempting  to  smuggle  liquors  and  other  contraband  goods 
into  the  army,  not  only  lost  their  goods,  but  were  sent  from  the  army 
not  to  return.  The  system  last  mentioned  continued  in  effect  until 
the  army  moved  from  the  Rappahannock  in  June  last,  at  which  time 
sutlers  were  notified  to  go  to  the  rear  with  their  goods  and  teams,  as 
they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  follow  the  army  when  on  the  move. 
Now  that  the  army  is  stationary,  and  sutlers,  if  they  come  to  it,  will 
be  obliged  to  have  their  goods  in  wagons,  some  plan  should  be  hit 
upon  preventing  contraband  goods  from  coming  to  the  army. 

I  have  carefully  read  the  plan  proposed  by  Colonel  Hardie,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  to  Maior-General  Meade,  and  which,  in  the 
main,  is  the  same  as  that  followed  by  the  army,  in  accordance  with 
the  circular  marked  A,  and  heretofore  referred  to.  In  those  times, 
if  I  remember  rightly.  General  Martindale  gave  the  sutlers  permis- 
sion to  come  to  the  army  from  Washington,  instead  of  the  Quarter^ 
master-General  as  proposed,  and  upon  papers  approved  from  this 
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office.  Again,  by  referring  to  the  accompanying  General  Orders,  No. 
56,  issued  from  headquarters  of  the  army,  you  will  discover  that 
no  public  transportation  is  given  the  sutler  or  trader. 

Such  being  the  case.  Colonel  Hardie  very  properly  suggests  that 
some  plan  should  be  hit  upon  which  in  the  future  shall  prevent  the 
enemy  from  being  supplied  through  the  sutlers.  Whether  a  mounted 
escort,  at  stated  periods,  is  the  best  mode,  others  better  qualified  to 
judge  will  say.  It  would  seem  if  the  plan  suggested  by  Colonel 
Hardie  was  followed,  and  which,  by  the  way,  does  not  materially 
differ  from  that  heretofore  followed  in  the  army,  the  instances  need 
be  rare  when  imposition  will  be  practiced,  provided  the  inspecting 
officer  at  the  Long  Bridge,  or  at  whatever  point  he  is  stationed,  uses 
due  vigilance  and  care  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  liquors  are  being  brought  to  the 
army  by  sutlers  and  their  employes.  Whether  properly  or  not, 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  as  liquors  now  come  to  the  army  in 
accordance  with  a  general  order  issued  by  General  Martindale,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  D,  from  which  it  will 
be  readily  seen  that  we  have  not  in  our  possession  any  record  by 
which  we  can  tell  whether  or  not  the  liquors  are  brought  upon  proper 
papers. 

The  test  of  citizenship  has  never  been  applied  to  sutlers  in  this 
army,  to  my  knowledge.  The  certificate  accompanying  is  such  as 
we  give  sutlers  who  are  registered  in  our  office  upon  what  we  deem 
proper  papers.  The  certificate  we  require  to  be  shown  if  we  have 
any  doubt  as  to  whether  the  party  applying  for  passes  or  favors  is 
entitled  to  that  for  which  he  asks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  BECKWITH, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


August  14,  1863—12.45  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  com'manding  general  to  say  that  the  vol- 
unteer brigade  attached  to  the  regular  division  is  to  remain,  and  not 
accompany  the  division. 
Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
,  August  14,  1863—7.20  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  General  Merritt  reports  the  return  of  Colonel  Devin. 

No  new  discoveries.     Enemy's  force  in  front  about  the  same.     In 

front  of  Merritt's  pickets  the  enemy's  [pickets]  are  in  considerable 

force  in  cavalry. 

Colonel  Devin 's  signal  officer  read  following  dispatch  of  the  enemy: 

•There  is  nothing  new  in  our  front.     The  enemy's  fires  seem  to  be  increasing. 
This  dispatch  was  addressed  to  Colohel  C. 
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General  Kilpatrick  reports  he  pickets  32  miles  and  patrols  14  more. 
The  line  he  is  required  to  occupy  cannot  be  looked  after  with  a  less 
force. 

I  forward  a  copy  of  Colonel  Mann's  report  of  his  scout  after 
Mosby.* 

Colonel  Huey  reports  small  scattering  parties  in  the  vicinity  of 
Middleburg,  Aldie,  Salem,  and  surrounding  country.  He  reports 
that  White's  guerrillas  have  joined  Mosby. 

The  officer  and  16  men  supposed  by  General  Gregg  to  be  captured, 
have  returned.    I  inclose  communications  from  General  Greggf  and 
Colonel  Mcintosh  t  relative  to  crossing  the  Aestham  River.    I  shall 
call  on  General  Gregg  for  further  explanation. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTOlSr, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  August  14,  1863—11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.10  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  Washington,  I).  C: 

The  regular  troops  of  Ayres'  division  (aggregating  2,000)  are  at 
Bealeton  and  the  Vermont  brigade  (aggregating  2,000)  are  at  War- 
renton  Junction.  These  troops  are  moving  to  Alexandria  as  fast  as 
they  are  furnished  with  transportation  by  the  railroad.  Nothing 
new  this  morning. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff:    ■ 

General,:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report*  of  a  scout  who  has  been  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  brings  important  informa- 
tion. I  have  sent  for  the  man  himself,  and  will  forward  him  to  you; 
but  as  he  belongs  to  the  command  out  on  picket,  he  may  not  arrive 
until  to-morrow. 

Taken  in  connection  with  other  reports  and  information  bearing 
on  the  same  point,  this  dispatch  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  I  have 
been  satisfied  the  enemy  was  intending  something  on  our  left  for 
some  days  past,  and  have  desired  a  greater  force  of  cavalry  in  that 
vicinity. 

I  would  urge  that  this  information  be  sent  in  cipher  immediately 
to  General  Meade,  that  he  may  authorize  a  change  m  the  present  dis- 
position of  the  cavalry,  as  well  as  other  corps,  our  left  flank  be'ing 
in  no  condition  to  receive  an  attack  from  the  enemy's  whole  force,  and 
we  know  from  our  own  experience  at  Chancellorsville  that  an  army 
entire  can  be  crossed  in  a  single  night.  United  States  Ford  is  evi- 
dently the  point  intended  by  the  enemy  to  cross.  From  that  point, 
and  a  night  start,  their  cavalry  could  reach  the  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington before  ours  could,  in  any  force,  from  its  present  location. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON", 
; Major-General,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found.  fSee  p.  33  and  foot-note  on  p.  34. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  14,  1863. 
Captain  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. ■ 
Captain:  The  inclosed  communication  is  forwarded  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  major-general  commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  force  now  at  Georgetown, 
under  Major  Cooke,  can  be  safely  reduced  to  one  strong  regiment,  as 
the  object  of  this  force  is  but  to  watch  and  not  to  fight.  I  can  then 
move  to  General  Custer's  assistance,  with  four  regiments  and  the 
batteries,  at  any  moment. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 


Cavalry  Outpost, 
Falmouth  Road,  August  13,  1863. 
Capt.  Jacob  L.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  a  scout  of  my  own  regiment  who  has  just  returned,  having 
been  across  the  river  and  in  the  camps  of  the  enemy.  He  crossed  half 
a  mile  below  United  States  Ford.  Had  to  swim  the  river.  Found 
extensive  camps.  Longstreet's  corps,  10,000  strong;  also,  5,000 
mounted  men — mostly  mounted  infantry — armed  with  Enfield  rifies; 
likewise  some  regular  cavalry.  He  went  through  the  camp  as  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry.  He  saw  some  600  negroes 
at  work  near  United  States  Ford,  cutting  timber  into  logs  from  10  to 
30  feet  in  length.  Report  among  the  men  in  camp  was  that  they  were 
to  cross  in  great  force,  getting  in  the  rear  of  General  Meade's  army, 
and  on  to  Washington.  Said  they  were  diverting  General  Meade  to 
the  left,  while  their  forces  come  this  way. 

This  man  is  a  very  square  fellow;  still  I  hardly  know  how  much 
reliance  to  place  in  the  report.  He  staid  over  some  time;  toot 
dinner  with  them;  saw  large  quantities  of  commissary  stores.  This 
report,  taken  with  the  remark  in  the  private  letter  intercepted  to- 
day— "the  coming  great  battle" — may  be  of  significance.  Scout 
said  the  boys  said  this  was  to  be  their  last  great  struggle.  If  suc- 
cessful, thev  would  be  recognized.     If  not,  all  was  up. 

W.D.MANN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Washington : 

Dispatch  from  signal  officer  at  Watery  Mountain: 

A  large  cloud  of  smoke  is  rising  between  Orange  Court-House  and  Grordonsville; 
very  near  the  latter  place.  Can  see  the  enemy's  camp  smoke  south  of  Clark's 
Mountain.     There  is  not  so  much  smoke  in  vicinity  of  Culpeper  as  heretofore. 

TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  StaJjT. 
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Headquakteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863— 4. 30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Comdg.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  War  Dept.,  Washington: 

The  following  report*  is  sent  at  the  request  of  Major-General 
Pleasonton,  who  urges  that  it  may  be  sent  to  General  Meade  imme- 
diately, so  "that  he  may  authorize  a  change  in  the  present  disposi- 
tion of  the  cavalry  as  well  as  other  corps." 

This  is  not  the  opinion  of  Major-General  Slocum,  nor  mine,  ex- 
cepting partially  in  respect  to  the  Cavalry  Corps.  I  can  get  nothing 
from  Watery  Mountain  signal  officer,  although  I  have  directed  ob- 
servations to  be  made  in  reference  to  this  report  and  made  repeated 
inquiries.    Will  keep  you  advised. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863. 
.  Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Washington: 
The  following  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  by  me  from  General 
Williams  is  sent  as  corroboration  of  the  dispatch  transmitted  4.30 
p.  m. : 

Fauifax  Station, 

August  9,  1863. 
Dear  Bkother:  A  rebel  raid  on  a  large  scale  is  intended  through  this  s  ction 
within  a  week  or  two.  I  have  this  information  in  a  way  that  I  consider  reliable. 
It  came  from  an  officer  in  Stuart's  cavalry,  who,  I  think,  has  been  stopping  at  Fair- 
fax Court-House  with  his  wife  for  some  days,  and  left  a  day  or  two  ago.  It  will 
probably  come  from  Fredericksburg,  by  way  of  Dmnfries  and  Occoquan,  and  strike 
the  railroad  at  this  point,  with  intention  to  destroy  it  to  Manassas.  Mosby,I  think, 
is  gone,  as  it  was  getting  rather  hot  for  him,  but  he  has  gained  all  the  information 
desired  of  the  positive  strength  of  the  forces  guarding  the  railroads.  Nothing  can 
be  easier  than  for  5,000  or  6,000  cavalry  to  sweep  aroimd  Meade's  army  and  gobble 
up  the  small  forces  along  this  road,  destroy  a  large  amount  of  stores  at  the  various 
points,  cars,  locomotives,  &c.,  and  tear  up  the  railroad  itself,  so  as  to  take  weeks  to 
repair  it,  and  compel  Meade  to  detach  a  large  force  to  defend  it.  Would  it  not  be 
best  to  give  General  Heintzelman  this  information  ? 

JOB  HAWXHURST. 

HUMPHREYS. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863—7.15  p.  m.     (Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  Your  dispatch  of  7  p.  m.  received.     Am  I  authorized 
to  concentrate  all  the  cavalry  not  on  duty  as  picket  guards  ?    The 
commands  are  so  scattered  that  it  will  take  some  time  to  concentrate 
any  portion  of  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

*  Not  found. 
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August  14,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Commandmg  Cavalry  Corps: 

Major-General  Slocum  directs  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  your  dis- 
patch of  7. 15  p.  m.,  that  he  is  indisposed  to  make  any  material  change 
in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  during  the  brief  abseiice  of  General 
Meade,  and  intended  jnerely  to  authorize  the  holding  ready  for  con- 
centration and  movement  all  the  cavalry  not  on  duty  as  picket  guards  ; 
that  is,  all  of  Gregg's  divison  not  on  duty  as  pickets  and  supports  of 
pickets  should  be  concentrated  at  the  most  convenient  point,  all 
things  considered,  within  the  limits  of  his  command,  and  held  ready 
for  general  concentration  and  movement.  The  same  of  each  of  the 
other  cavalry  divisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  14,  1863. 
Col.  E.  B.  Sawyer, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 
Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the 
First  Vermont  must  move  at  once  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  relieve 
Major  Cooke. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Second  Division,  Eleventh  Corps, 

August  II,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz, 

Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 
General:  In  reply  to  communication  relative  to  certain  delays  in 
stationing  railroad  guards,  I  present  the  following: 

The  instructions  touching  recent  changes  in  the  position  of  the 
One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  were  issued  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant.  Why  that  command  failed  to  occupy  the  specified  points 
I  am  yet  unable  to  state.  As  soon  as  it  was  reported  to  me  last 
night  that  the  dispositions  ordered  were  not  madB,  I  sent  a  strong 
detachment  from  the  Second  Brigade  to  Bristoe  and  Kettle  Run,  with 
instructions  to  frequently  patrol,  respectively,  to  Manassas  Junction 
and  Walnut  Run,  until  relieved  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  a  staif 
officer  was  sent  at  an  early  hour  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers. 
I  am,  general,  with  proper  respect, 

A.  von  STEINWEHR,    '       • 
Brigadier-General,  Second  Division. 
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August  14,  1863. 

(Received  11.45  p.  m.) 
General  H.  W.  Halleck: 

I  have  directed  the  Eighth,  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-second  Ohio,  Third  and  Seventh  Michigan,  and 
First  Minnesota  Regiments  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  to-day  and 
report  to  you.  These  regiments  are  much  weaker  than  I  supposed 
at  the  time  they  were  detached,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  only 
1,300  for  duty.  Other  regiments  will  be  promptly  forwarded,  but  I 
understand  that  the  road  will  not  probably  be  able  to  transport 
to-dav  more  men  than  are  already  ordered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


August  14,  1863—11  p.  m. 

(Received  11.55  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Deserters  from  the  enemy  report  the  crossing  at  Fredericksburg 
of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  designed,  it  was 
said,  to  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  below  Aquia — 
probably  Mathias  Pointr  Please  notify  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Potomac  flotilla,  as,  with  the  force  reported  at  Fredericksburg, 
it  would  be  risky  for  me  to  send  after  them. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


August  14,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  all 
the  cavalry  between  the  Hedgenian  and  Aestham  Rivers  will  be 
immediately  withdrawn,  and  that  the  observation  and  defense  of 
the  river  on  the  front  now  held  by  you  will  be  done  solely  by  your 
corps,  and  that  your  pickets  and  supi)orts  and  the  disposition  of  your 
troops  must  be  arranged  accordingly.  Should  you  deem  it  necessary 
to  have  more  artillery  to  perfect  the  defense  of  any  of  the  crossings, 
upon  reporting  the  fact  to  these  headquarters,  it  will  be  sent  you 


from  the  reserve. 


A.  A.  Humphreys; 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  corps  and  other 
independent  commanders  keep  their  trains  in  readiness  to  move 
it  short  notice,  and  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  roads 
leading  to  the  flanks  and  rear,  so  as  to  be  prepared  in  the  event  of  a 
movement  being  ordered. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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(Sent  to  Artillery  Reserve,  near  Warrenton  Junction;  command- 
ing officers  Eleventh  Corps,  Warrenton  Junction;  Twelfth  Corps, 
Kelly's  Ford;  Second  Corps,  Morrisville;  Third  Corps,  via  Bealeton; 
Fifth  Corps,  Rappahannock  Station;  Sixth  Corps,  Warrenton,  and 
First  Corps,  Rappahannock  Station.) 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  14,  1863—10  p.  m. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  troops  keep  three 
days'  rations  in  the  haversack,  and  be  prepared  to  march  at  a 
moment's  notice. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Centreville, 
August  14,  1863—11  a.  m.     ■ 
Colonel  Grimshaw, 

Fairfax  Station  : 
There  is  a  current  rumor  that  Stuart,  with  several  thousand  men, 
is  preparing  to  make  a  dash  at  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad, 
with  the  view  of  breaking  it  up  between  Accotink  and  Manassas. 
Use  your  spies  and  scouts  freely  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad 
toward  Dumfries,  so  as  to  get  timely  notice  of  such  an  attempt, 


should  it  be  made. 


RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 


POOLESVILLE,  Md.,  August  14,  1863. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  T.  T.  EcKEBT  : 

About  6  or  8  cavalrymen  rode  through  this  place  this  morning, 
and  went  about  5  miles  below  here,  toward  Darnestown,  and  inquired 
for  Colonel  Dawson,  revenue  collector.  He  was  not  at  home.  They 
took  3  horses  from  his  place.  A  little  after  4  a.  m.  they  returned, 
passing  close  by  my  office.  Captain  Means'  officers  say  none  of  their 
men  were  out  last  night ;  say  also  they  heard  that  White  was  at 
Waterford,  and  intended  crossing  last  night,  but  the  report  came  too 
late  for  them  to  send  out  scouting  parties.  I  am  quite  confident  that 
it  was  a  party  of  Confederates. 

CHAS.  DOUGLASS, 

Telegraph  Operator, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

August  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival,  and  that  I  have 
assumed  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  in  pursuance  of 
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your  instructions  of  the  12th  instant.  Brigadier-General  Palmer 
reports  everything  quiet  in  North  Carolina.  To-morrow  I  shall 
proceed  on  a  tour  of  inspection. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Norfolk,  August  14,  1863. 
Capt.  John  C.  Lee, 

Ninety-ninth  New  Yorh  Volunteers: 
Captain:  You  will  take  command  of  the  army  steam  tug  Curri- 
tuck, and  forthwith  proceed  to  the  shore  of  this  department  referred 
to  in  the  printed  orders  hereunto  attached,*  and  which  extends  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Elizabeth  River  to  Pig  Point. 
You  will  prevent  all  boats  from  approaching  that  shore  nearer  than 
the  southern  side  of  the  main  channel  of  the  James  and  Elizabeth 
Rivers,  and  you  will  seize  all  boats  that  leave  the  shore.  Your  atten- 
tion is  especially  directed  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  all  boats 
that  may  attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from  the  Nansemond  River,  and 
you  will  burn  all  boats  found  in  that  river.  You  will  seize  all  boats 
that  attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from  the  Western  Branch.  You  will, 
after  the  15th  instant,  destroy  all  boats  not  numbered  wherever 
found.  You  will  report  to  these  headquarters  at  least  twice  a  week 
in  person  and  by  letter  as  much  of  tener  as  circumstances  may  require, 
sending  promptly  such  information  as  you  may  deem  important. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee: 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Norfolk,  August  14,  1863. 
Lieut.  C.  D.  WiLLARD, 

Nineteenth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers: 
You  wiU  forthwith  assume  command  of  the  army  tug  boat  Gen- 
eral Jesup  and  proceed  to  the  Albemarle  Sound,  where  you  will  watch 
constantly  and  closely  the  water  courses  that  flow  into  it  from 
Princess  Anne,  Currituck,  and  Camden  Counties  of  this  department. 
You  will  burn  all  boats  that  you  find  upon  the  Pasquotank  River, 
and  seize  and  destroy  or  send  to  this  place  all  boats  or  other  vessels 
that  you  find  engaged  in  contraband  trade.  No  fisheries  will  be 
allowed  unless  by  special  permission  from  these  headquarters,  and 
then  you  will  satisfy  yourself  that  all  the  restrictions  that  may  be 
imposed  are  complied  with.  You  will  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
special  orders  hereunto  attached,*  for  which  purpose  you  will  com- 
municate as  often  as  necessary  with  the  United  States  forces  on  the 
Pasquotank  River.  You  will  report,  via  the  land  forces  above 
referred  to,  once  a  week  to  these  headquarters,  and  more  frequently 
if  you  have  any  important  information  to  communicate. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee: 

[GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  See  sub-inclosure,  p.  58. 
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General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  i  New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  14,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  tlie  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the 
Eighteentli  Army  Corps.  All  existing  orders  and  regulations  will 
remain  in  force  until  modified  or  revoked. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the  major- 
gonej-'al  commanding: 

Maj.  Benjamin  B.  Foster,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Surg.  Daniel  W.  Hand,  medical  director. 

Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Darr,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Webster,  chief  quartermaster. 

Lieut.  Charles  R.  Stirling,  aide-de-camp. 

Lieut.  James  D.  Cutwater,  aide-de-camp. 

The  remainder  of  the  staff  will  be  announced  in  future  orders. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  3G1.     .     f  Washington,  August  14,  1863. 

*  ****** 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  N.  Duffi^,  U.  S.  "Volunteers,  will  report  in  person 
witliout  delay  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding,  &c..  West  Virginia. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  15,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  information  derived  from  scouts  and  other  sources  indicates  a 
concentration  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  Ford. 
The  purpose  may  be  to  turn  the  left  of  this  army,  or  a  cavalry  raid 
only  may  be  contemplated.  To  meet  either  of  these  projects,  the 
cavalry  has  been  concentrated,  leaving  a  picket  force  only  in  your 

front. 

The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  his  opera- 
tions for  the  present  will  be  defensive.  Should  either  a  raid  or  move- 
ment to  turn  the  flank  of  the  arm  j^  be  commenced,  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  accompanied  by  a  demonstration  upon  that  part  of  the  river  held 
by  your  corps.  In  the  disposition  of  your  force,  that  portion  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  is  to  be  regarded  as  subsidiary  to  or  forming 
a  subordinate  part  of  the  main  defense  which  is  to  be  made  from 
this  side  of  the  river.  You  will,  therefore,  hold  in  view  the  necessity 
that  may  occur  of  your  being  forced  to  withdraw  the  troops  on  the 
south  side  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  eventually  of  abandonmg 
the  line  of  the  Rappahannock. 
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The  major-general  commanding  thinks  it  due  to  you  to  communi- 
cate the  information  received  at  these  headquarters,  and  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  contingencies  that  may  arise. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  15,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

Our  cavalry  in  your  front,  immediate  and  advanced,  is  withdrawn 
and  will  not  be  replaced.  We  leave  now  no  cavalry  whatever  on 
the  Aestham  River,  nor  on  the  Hedgeman  River  or  Rappahannock 
above  the  fort  near  Beverly  Ford,  nor  between  those  rivers.  Cav- 
alry scouts  will  move  out  constantly  from  Waterloo  toward  Little 
Washington  and  the  mountains.  Your  front  must  be  watched  by 
your  own  pickets. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Q-eneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  15,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Eleventh  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  relative  to  the  number  and  arrangement  of  the 
force  guarding  the  railroad  depots  and  bridges  from  Bealeton  to 
Union  Mills  (or  vicinity)  is  received.  The  major-general  com- 
manding directs  me  to  say  that  it  was  not  intended  to  reduce  the 
force  of  the  railroad  guard  of  12  men  per ,  mile ;  that  guard  in 
groups  of  4,  one-quarter  of  a  mile  apart,  is  to  be  constantly  main- 
tained. In  addition  to  the  railroad  guard,  there  is  to  be  a  guard  for 
each  railroad  station  and  each  bridge.  The  guard  at  Warrenton 
Junction  should  be  not  less  than  100  men.  The  whole  force  of  rail- 
road guard,  station  guard,  and  depot  guard  should  be  from  800  to 
900  men. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  15,  1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Army  Corps: 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  following  i-egiments  of 
your  command  proceed  to  Alexandria  to-morrow,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Ruger,  for  service,  with  the  nature  of 
which  you  are  acquainted,  viz  :  Second  Massachusetts,  Third  Wis- 
consin, Twenty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Fifth,  Seventh,  Twenty-ninth, 
and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Regiments.  You  will  please  also  send  the  One 
hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Regiment  if  you  think  it  advisable 
to  do  so. 

The  regiments  will  march  to  Rappahannock  Station,  where  rail- 
road transportation  will  be  furnished  them.    No  supplies  will  be 
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taken.  The  transportation  now  with  the  regiments  will  he  turned 
over  to  Captain  Peirce,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  his  depot  near 
these  headquarters. 

Please  cause  General  Ruger  to  be  informed  that  the  Fourth  and 
One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Oliio,  Fifth  Michigan,  and  Four- 
teenth Indiana  Regiments  are  ordered  to  report  to  him  at  Alexandria. 
General  Ruger,  on  arriving  at  Alexandria,  will  report  by  telegraph 
to  the  General-in-Chief  for  further  instructions,  and  also  by  telegraph 
to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

All  men  belonging  to  the  regiments  on  daily  or  detached  duty  in 
the  corps  will  accompany  them.  You  are  desired  to  report  as  soon 
as  possiole  the  number  of  officers  and  men  for  whom  transportation 
will  be  required,  and  also  when  the  command  will  probably  reach 
Rappahannock  Station. 

Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac. 

No.  219.  S  August  15,  1863. 

IV.  The  commanding  general  has  learned  that  the  wives  of  numer- 
ous oiBcers  and  soldiers  are  now  with  this  army.  In  view  of  the 
service  the  troops  may  at  any  moment  be  called  upon  to  perform,  the 
commanding  general  considers  that  the  attention  of  the  officers  and 
men  should  be  solely  occupied  with  their  public  duties,  and  that  the 
presence  of  their  families  is  incompatible  with  the  complete  dis- 
charge of  the  same. 

It  IS  therefore  directed  that  all  families  now  with  the  army,  other 
than  those  who  as  nurses  or  attached  to  the  Sanitary  Commission 
have  special  authority  from  the  War  Department  or  these  head- 
quarters to  visit  and  remain  with  it„be  forthwith  removed  beyond 
its  lines.  The  commanding  general  regrets  that  it  has  become  his 
unpleasant  duty  to  issue  an  order  of  this  character,  but  he  trusts  that 
its  propriety  will  be  recognized,  and  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
"him  to  recur  to  the  subject. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  123.  j  August  15,  18()3. 

I.  The  Third  (Reserve)  Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps 
will  turn  over  their  horses,  arms,  and  equipments  to  the  respective 
staff  officers  of  that  division  and  proceed  to  Alexandria  under  the 
orders  of  Brigadier-General  Merritt,  who  will  report  in  person  to 
Major-General  Stoneman,  Chief  of  Cavalry  Bureau,  Washington, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  in  depot  to  be  filled  up  and  re- 
mounted. 

II.  The  commanding  general  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division  will 
use  the  equipments,  horses,  and  arnis  of  the  Third  Brigade  to  mount 
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and  equip  such  men  of  his  remaining  brigades  as  require  it.  In 
case  any  surplus  remains,  it  will  be  reported  to  these  headquarters 
that  it  may  be  turned  over  to  some  other  division. 

III.  The  object  of  this  order  is  to  retain  as  many  equipped  and 
mounted  men  with  this  army  as  there  are  at  present,  including  the 
Third  Brigade,  by  mounting  others  before  that  command  leaves. 
This  requirement  will  be  observed  in  the  execution  of  this  order. 

IV.  The  batteries  of  horse  artillery  belonging  to  the  Second  Bri- 
gade (Tidball's),  serving  with  corps,  will  be  replaced  by  batteries 
from  the  First  (or  Robertson's)  Brigade,  after  which  Captain  Tidball 
will  report  with  his  brigade  to  Brigadier-General  Tyler,  command- 
ing Artillery  Reserve. 

V.  To  equalize  the  number  of  batteries  in  the  brigades,  the  Ninth 
Michigan  Battery  is  transferred  to  the  Second  Brigade  Horse  Ar- 
tillery. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Pleasonton: 

A.  J.  ALEXANDER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  15,  1863 — 9.20  a.  m. 

Col.  L.  A.  Grant, 

Alexandria,  Va.  : 
You  will  embark  your  command  on  transports  for  New  York,  and, 
on  arrival  at  Governor's  Island,  will  report  to  General  Canby. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  15,  1863 — 6. 10  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Ayres, 

Alexandria,  Va.: 
It  is  expected  that  you  will  immediately  embark  your  command 
on  such  transports  as  may  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department.     There  must  be  no  delay. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Point  of  Rocks,  Md., 

August  15,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Longstreet  (30,000  strong)  and  Fitz.   Lee  (10,000  strong)  passed 
through  Warrenton  Saturday  morning  to  re-enforce  Early.     Relia- 
ble.    A  larger  force  supposed  to  be  following. 

SAML.  C.  MEANS. 
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"Washington,  August  15,  1863. 
Col.  C.  R.  Lowell,  Jr. , 

Commaniiing  Cavalry: 
It  is  reported  on  authority  which  appears  reliable  that  White  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dranesville  with  a  body  of  some  350  men.  Can  you 
make  any  expedition  in  that  vicinity  with  sufficient  force  to  attack 
if  you  succeed  in  finding  the  party?  Captain  Means,  Independent 
Rangers,  stationed  at  Point  of  Rocks,  says  he  knows  all  the  country 
from  Dranesville  to  Aldie,  and  wishes  to  co-operate  with  you.  Let 
me  know  when  you  can  start,  so  that  I  can  communicate  with  Means 
and  appoint  a  rendezvous.  Name  some  place  at  which  [you  ?]  can 
meet  him  and  them. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
August  16,  1803—10.30  a.  m.     (Received  11  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  following  regiments  will  proceed  to  Alexandria  to-day  under 
the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Ruger,  viz:  Second  Massa- 
chusetts, Third  Wisconsin,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana,  Fifth  Ohio, 
Seventh  Ohio,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio,  Sixty -sixth  Ohio,  Fourth  Ohio, 
Fourteenth  Indiana,  Fifth  Michigan,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
sixth  Ohio. 

Aggregate  strength  of  these  regiments  is  about  3,800.  General 
Ruger  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  by  telegraph  on  arriving 
at  Alexandria,  for  further  instructions,  and  also  by  telegraph  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  for  transportation. 

The  number  of  men  already  detached  and  who  have  left  are  as  fol- 
lows :  August  14,  regulars  and  Vermont  brigade,  under  General 
Ayres,  4,000 ;  August  16,  regiments,  1,400*  ;  August  16,  Ruger's  com- 
mand, 3,800 ;  making  in  all  9,200,  which,  when  swollen  by  con- 
valescents and  men  detached  on  extra  duty  (who  will  be  sent  as  soon 
as  possible),  will  make  the  aggregate  force  fully  up  to  and  over 
10,000.  I  do  not  propose,  without  further  orders,  to  send  any  more. 
I  have  sent  you  my  best  troops  and  some  of  my  best  officers. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqks.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August  16,  1863—1  p.  m. 

(Received  1.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 
It  appears  from  later  returns  that  the  aggregate  strength  of  the 
six   regiments  that  left  here  yesterday   for  Alexandria  was  1,800, 
instead  of  1,400,  as  stated  in  my  dispatch  of  this  morning.     Please 
correct  mv  statement  accordingly. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

*  See  dispatch  following. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  August  10,  1863 — 11.40  a.m. 
Col.  J.  W.  Keifer, 

Alexandria,  Va.  : 
You  will  embark  your  command  on  transports  at  Alexandria,  for 
Governor's  Island,  New  York  Harbor.     On  arrival,  report  to  Gen- 
oral  Canby,  commanding. 
By  order  of  Maior-General  Halleck: 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  16,  1863 — 8.50  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Etjger, 

Alexandria,  Va.: 
You  will  embark  all  troops  of  your  command  on  transports,  as 
soon  as  furnished  by  the  Qiiartermaster's  Department,  for  Governor's 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  where  you  will  report  for  duty  to  Brig- 
adier-General Canby. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  16,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herein  to  send  the  report  of  General  Naglee 
on  the  subject  of  the  difference  in  opinion  between  himself  and  the 
civil  authorities  at  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk.  I  beg  your  careful 
perusal  of  the  paper,  and  request  that  instructions  be  sent  me  for  my 
guidance  in  the  present  case,  and  in  such  cases  as  may  arise  in  the 
future.  The  mayor  and  common  council  of  Portsmouth  passed  an 
ordinance  taking  possession  of  all  property  in  the  city  belonging  to 
persons  who  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  to  the  new  Government  of  Virginia,  assuming  the  powei 
of  confiscation,  of  collecting  rents,  &c.,  the  money  so  collectecf  to  be 
used  to  supply  the  wahts  of  destitute  families,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  government.  This  order  General  Naglee  refused 
to  sanction,  on  the  ground  that  confiscations  should  be  alone  made 
by  the  military  authorities,  and  on  the  ground  of  the  order  of  Gen- 
eral Dix  permitting  the  elected  civil  authorities  to  exercise  their  civil 
functions  so  far  only  as  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  enforcement 
of  martial  law,  "which  is  still  continued  throughout  this  military 
department." 

On  lists  furnished  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  State,  at  th( 
request  of  General  Naglee,  he.  General  Naglee,  issued  rations  to  the 
destitute  families  in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  and  still  does  so. 

The  difficulties  of  reconciling  two  powers  in  one  town  are  apparent, 
and  I  submit  two  courses  for  your  consideration: 

] .  To  allow  the  status  of  affairs  to  remain  as  at  present,  reserving, 
however,  to  the  military  commandant  the  power  of  not  approving 
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acts  of  the  civil  authorities  which  conflict  with  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

2.  To  turn  over  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  entirely  to 
the  civil  authorities,  removing  the  United  States  troops  beyond  the 
city  limits,  establishing  a  cordon  of  soldiers  beyond,  so  as  to  prevent 
ingress  and  egress,  and  carry  out  existing  military  orders,  &c. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  August  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

General:  Your  favor  of  the  13th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  that 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  instant,  is  before 
me. 

I  regret  that  the  efforts  made  by  me  to  establish  proper  and 
friendly  relations  between  myself  and  the  civil  authorities  within 
this  department  should  have  been  treated  in  so  very  unfriendly  and 
unfair  a  manner  by  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city  of 
Portsmouth,  and  that  the  representations  made  to  the  President  are 
not  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  note  of  the  President,  he  has  been  made  to 
believe  that  there  "was  some  "  difficulty  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
between  the  city  authorities  on  the  one  side  and  our  military  on  the 
other,"  and  that  they  are  "  in  serious  conflict  about  the  mode  of  pro- 
viding for  certain  destitute  families  whose  natural  supporters  are  in 
the  rebel  army  or  have  been  killed  in  it."  Now,  general,  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  parties  concerned,  no  such  issue  ever  was  made 
between  the  mayor  and  council  and  myself,  and  I  never  knew  there 
ever  existed  any  conflict  between  us  upon  any  other  subject  until 
my  attention  was  called  to  the  resolutions  passed  by  them.  The 
facts  are  simply  these: 

On  the  25th  of  July,  I  assumed  command  and  made  my  head- 
quarters at  Norfolk  as  requested  by  you.  On  the  same  day  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Governor 
Cowper,  one  of  the  committee  sent  to  the  President,  called  and  in- 
formed me  of  the  destitute  condition  of  certain  families  who  were 
suffering,  and  I  immediately  requested  him  to  furnish  me  with 
proper  lists,  and  that  I  would  forthwith  order  them  to  be  provided 
for,  which  was  done.  On  the  following  day  I  was  informed  that  the 
common  council  of  Portsmouth,  not  of  Norfolk,  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing ordinance: 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  collect  rents  for  all 
houses,  stores,  and  all  other  property  owned  by  persons  who  refuse  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and  the  restored  Government  of 
Virginia,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  relieve  the  wants  of  families  in  desti- 
tute circumstances  and  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  city  government. 
Adopted  July  13,  1863. 

WM.  F.  PARKER, 

Clerk  to  Council. 

And  also  another,  repudiating  certain  obligations  of  that  city,  both 
of  which  were  causing  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  alarm. 

I  immediately  sought  an  interview  with  Mr.  Daniel  Collins,  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth,  with  the  purpose  of  a  friendly 
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exchange  of  opinion,  intending  thus  to  prevent  any  conflict  with 
the  authorities  of  Portsmouth.  He  admitted  there  was  no  authority 
of  law  for  the  ordinance,  and'  that  they  could  not  legally  ei^foj^e  it 
and  confiscate  property  and  collect  rents  under  it,  but  indica,ted  that 
the  military  authorities  were  expected  to  enforce  it.  I  replied  that 
could  not  be;  that  there  was  no  necessity  of  any  violation  of  law; 
and  that  the  property  left  vacant  by  the  absence  of  owners  m  the 
rebel  service  should  go  into  the  charge  of  the  provost-marshal,  who 
could  collect  the  rents,  intending,  as  you  will  understand,  that  the 
Government  should  be  thus  in  part  reimbursed  for  the  expenditures 
made  for  the  destitute.  This  appeared  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
Mr.  Collins,  and  he  left  me  in  a  manner  that  led  me  to  believe  this 
subject  was  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

This  comprises  my  whole  and  entire  communication  with  the 
mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth,  and  you  may 
imagine  my  surprise,  on  the  1st  of  August,  upon  the  perusal  of  the 
following  resolutions : 

Whereas  by  authority  of  writs  of  election  issued  by  His  Excellency  Francis  H. 
Peirpoint,  Governor  of  Virginia,  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth  did,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1863,  elect  civil  officers,  with  a  view  to  re-establish  civil  law;  and  whereas  the  said 
officers  have  been  installed  in  office  and  recognized  by  the  former  military  com- 
mander of  this  department,  and  in  view  of  the  fact,  which  we  learn  with  regret, 
that  the  present  commander  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  has  seen  proper  to  inter- 
fere, with  a  view  to  put  aside  certain  acts  of  the  city  council,  and  beUeving  that  no 
commanding  general,  especially  a  non-resident,  has  a  right  to  decide  upon  tlie  con- 
stitutionality of  any  acts  of  this  board  when  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  are 
open  to  settle  any  grievances  between  the  citizens  and  the  civil  authorities  :  Be  it 
therefore 

Resolved,  First,  that  we  refuse  to  recognize  the  authority  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  M. 
Naglee  to  decide  any  case  of  appeal  from  the  action  of  this  board. 

Resolved,  Second,  that  the  mayor  and  other  officers  of  the  city  government  be 
required  to  enforce  every  act  of  this  council,  regardless  of  any  orders  emanating 
from  the  military  authorities,  and  that  in  event  of  conflict  of  authority,  an  appeal 
shall  be  taken  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  sustain  and  uphold  the  authority 
of  the  State  and  the  city. 

Adopted  July  29, 1863. 

WM.  F.  PARKER, 

Clerk  to  Council. 

Whereas  the  common  council  of  this  city  did,  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1863,  pass 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  collection  of  rents  of  all  property  owned  by  persons  in  . 
rebellion  against  the  United  States  Government,  and  persons  who  have  failed  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and  the  restored  Gov- 
ernment of  Virginia;  and  whereas  the  military  authorities  have  usurped  the  powers 
vested  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  and  declared  the  action  of  the  city 
council  illegal,  thus  assuming  the  right  to  interfere  in  the  execution  of  civil  law; 
and  whereas  the  right  of  military  officers  to  interfere  in  civil  matters  cannot  be 
tolerated,  inasmuch  as  civil  law  existing  only  by  and  subject  to  the  will  of  military 
officers  does  not  exist  at  all: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Daniel  Collins,  by  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth,  do  hereby  notify  all  persons  occupying  stores, 
halls,  dwelling-houses,  and  other  property  owned  by  persons  who  have  failed  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government,  to  pay  their  rents  to 
James  Fleming,  city  collector.  All  personu  who  may  be  induced  to  p&y  their  rents 
to  the  former  owners  or  agents  of  said  property  are  hereby  notified  that  they  will 
have  to  pay  their  rents  over  again,  military  orders  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
and  any  person  feeling  aggrieved  shall  appeal  to  the  civil  courts  of  this'Common- 
wealth  for  redress. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  Ist  day  of  August,  1863. 

DANIEL  COLLINS, 

Mayor. 

Resolved,  First,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  His  Excellency 
Grovemor  F.  H.  Peirpoint,  and  represent  to  him  that  the  military  commander  of 
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this  department  has  interfered  with  the  civil  authorities,  with  a  view  to  set  aside 
certain  acts  of  this  board  and  decide  upon  points  of  civil  law,  wlien  the  courts  of 
the  Commonwealth  are  open  to  decide  upon  all  civil  questions. 

Resolved,  Second,  that  the  committee,  in  conjunction  with  Governor  Peirpoint, 
call  upon  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War,  and  ask  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  commanding  general 
of  this  department,  and  all  other  officers  who  have  interfered  with  civil  law;  and 
also  insist  on  a  precise  and  exact  adjustment  of  the  boundaries  between  civil  and 
military  authorities. 

Resolved,  Third,  that  the  committee  bo  composed  of  his  honor  Daniel  Collins, 
mayor  of  Portsmouth,  his  excellency  Lieutenant-Governor  L.  C.  P.  Cowper,  and 
James  W.  Brownley,  H.  D. 

Adopted  August  1,  1863. 

WM.  F.  PARKER, 

Clerk  to  Council. 

I  will  for  your  further  information  advise  you  that  General  Getty 
issued  an  order  on  the  29th  of  July,  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge 
until  the  2d  or  3d  of  August,  and  which  was  as  follows: 

General  Orders,  )  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

No.  1.  )  Portsmouth,  Va.,  July  29,  1863. 

The  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Ports- 
mouth held  July  13,  1863,  authorizing  the  mayor  to  "collect  rents  for  all  houses, 
stores,  and  all  other  property  owned  by  persons  who  refuse  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,"  &c.,  is  hereby  susjjended  until  the  decision  of  the  general  commanding 
with  reference  to  the  same  may  be  had,  and  while  such  decision  is  pending  the 
mayor  and  other  authorities  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth  will  refrain  from  all  further 
action  under  and  by  virtue  of  said  resolution. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Getty: 

HIRAM  B.  CROSBY, 
Major,  and  Provost-Marshal. 

And  which,  when  referred  to  me,  met  with  my  approval. 

On  the  11th  instant,  Governor  Peirpoint  called  upon  me,  referred 
to  the  letter  of  the  President,  and  we  compared  views  in  relation  to 
our  respective  civil  and  military  positions.  He  admitted  there  was 
no  difference  of  opinion,  and  that  the  council  had  no  authority  under 
their  charter  to  condemn  property  and  collect  the  rents.  He,  how- 
ever, finally  insisted  that  I  should  adopt  as  my  rule  of  conduct  the 
policy  of  the  resolutions,  and  confiscate  the. property  of  every  person 
tliat  would  not  at  once  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  to  the  restored  Government  of  Vir- 
ginia. This  I  positively  refused  to  do,  which  refusal,  I  regret  to  say, 
seemed  to  be  received  with  an  exhibition  of  much  feeling,  and  in  a 
very  unfriendly  manner. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  Major-General  Dix: 

General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

No.  41.  i  ■  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  10,  1863. 

I.  The  people  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  and  of  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth having  held  elections  and  chosen  civil  and  judicial  officers,  with  a  view  to 
the  administration  of  civil  and  criminal  law  within  those  districts,  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  the  authoiities  thus  constituted  be  recognized  and  permitted  to  per- 
form their  functions,  so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  enforcement  of  martial 
law,  which  has  been  established  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  war,  and  which  is 
still  continued  throughout  this  military  department. 

II.  The  jurisdiction  of  Maj.  John  A.  Bolles,  as  provost  judge,  defined  in  General 
Orders,  No.  6,  dated  37th  of  June,  1862,  is  hereby  enlarged,  so  as  to  include  all 
military  off  enses  not  cognizable  by  courts-martial;  but  the  provost  court  will  not 
take  cognizance  of  any  capital  oflfense,  and  an  appeal  may  be  taken  in  all  cases  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 
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In  which  he  "recognized"  the  civil  authorities  of  Portsmouth  so 
far  as  civil  law  "maybe  compatible  with  the  enforcement  of  martial 
law."  As  we  are  situated,  the  control  of  the  whole  subject  is  with 
the  military  authorities,  who  may  proclaim  martial  law  whenever 
they  may  so  determine.  I  am  most  happy  to  add  that  there  has  been 
no  difference  or  "conflict"  with  the  civil  authorities  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  that  our  relations,  both  official  and  social, 
have  been  of  the  most  agreeable  and  satisfactory  character. 

Since  my  interview  with  Governor  Peirpoint  above  referred  to,  I 
have  reviewed  the  subject,  and  I  have  issued  the  following  order: 

Special  Orders,  /        Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

No.  24.  \  August  13,  1863. 

*  *  *  #  #  it  * 

IX.  The  provost-marshals  of  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  will  take  pos- 
session of  all  houses  owned  by  disloyal  persons  now  within  the  rebel  lines,  and  of 
all  real  property  within  said  cities  owned  by  disloyal  persons  who  take  an  active 
part  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  who  violate  the  orders  of  this 
department;  but  no  property  shall  be  condemned  until  written  evidence  shall  have 
been  taken  in  the  premises,  and  be  approved  by  tlie  general  commanding. 

X.  The  fund  created  by  the  rental  of  the  above  property  shall  be  appropriated 
exclusively  toward  the  relief  of  the  destitute  families  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the 
rebel  army. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee: 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Which  is  now  in  force  and  which,  in  connection  with  special 
orders  of  August  1,  herein  inclosed,  will  indicate  my  policy,  and 
which  is  as  far  as  I  can  conscientiously  go  in  the  premises. 

I  regret  the  course  pursued  by  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ports- 
mouth.    He  has  succeeded  in  doing  justwhat  I  endeavored  to  avoid. 

The  persons  in  destitute  condition,  referred  to  by  the  President, 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  care  of  immediately  upon  my  arrival  in 
Norfolk,  and  that  subject  was  never  one  of  difference,  and,  I  believe, 
was  never  referred  to  by  Mayor  Collins  at  the  only  interview  ever 
had  between  us. 

Eespectfully  submitting  the  above  report,  let  me  request  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  President  in  explanation  of  the  subject. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c. , 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 
■  Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Special  Oeders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  Va.,  7th  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  j  Norfolk,   Va.,  August  1,  1863. 

I.  The  following  line  is  hereby  established:  Commencing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Elizabeth  River;  thence,  by  the 
Western  Branch,  to  the  head- of  the  same;  thence,  by  Bowers'  Hill, 
to  the  head  of  Deep  Creek;  thence,  through  the  Dismal  Swamp,  to 
Lake  Drummond;  thence  to  the  head  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the 
Pasquotank  River,  and  thence,  by  the  latter  and  the  Pasquotank 
River,  to  Albemarle  Sound. 

II.  Any  person  attempting  to  pass  the  above  line  will  be  arrested 
and  severely  punished. 

III.  Any  person  attempting  to  pass  letters,  information,  or  mer- 
chandise across  the  above  line,  and  all  interested  with  them,  will  be 
imprisoned  and  severely  punished;  and  the  goods  seized,  as  well  as 
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all  other  personal  property  within  this  department  belonging  to  all 
inrplicated,  will  be  confiscated. 

IV.  Persons  residing  within  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 
and  Princess  Anne  County,  will  not  be  permitted  to  pass  into  Nor- 
folk, Currituck,  and  Camden  Counties,  and  those  living  within  Nor- 
folk, Currituck,  and  Camden  Counties  will  not  be  permitted  to  pass 
north  of  North  Landing  Eiver  and  Southern  Branch  of  Elizabeth 
River  and  the  canal  between  them,  unless  in  pursuit  of  their  neces- 
sary business,  with  passes  of  the  provost-marshal,  and  no  pass  will 
be  given  for  a  longer  period  than  nfteen  days. 

y.  No  boat  will  be  permitted  to  enter  the  Western  Branch  of 
Elizabeth  River,  Deep  Creek,  or  the  Pasquotank  River;  nor  will  be 
permitted  to  approach  the  left  bank  of  Elizabeth  River  below  the 
Western  Branch  of  the  same;  nor  will  be  permitted  to  approach  the 
shore  between  Craney  Island  and  Pig  Point,  under  a  penalty  of 
an  immediate  destruction  of  the  boat,  and  imprisonment  and  severe 
punishment  of  those  taken  and  interested  in  the  venture. 

VI.  On  or  before  the  16th  day  of  August,  all  steamboats,  vessels, 
or  boats  of  any  description,  must  be  numbered  and  registered  by  the 
provost-marshal,  who  will  require  that  they  shall  be  kept  at  night 
at  such  places  and  in  such  manner  as  he  may  direct.  An  especial 
list  will  be  kept  for  the  registry  of  all  permits  granted  to  fishermen 
and  fishing  boats. 

VII.  Licenses  hereafter  will  be  granted  only  to  residents  of  the 
counties  within  the  above  limits;  and  all  sutlers  will  be  confined 
strictly  to  the  privileges  granted  to  them,  and  will  not  be  permitted 
to  trade  after  the  15th  of  August,  unless  the  sales  of  their  wares 
shall  be  regulated  by  a  scale  of  prices  determined  before  that  time 
by  a  council  of  administration,  as  provided  under  the  General  Orders 
of  the  War  Department,  No.  27,  of  1862. 

VIII.  Merchants  will  be  required  to  procure  stencil  plates,  with 
the  number  of  the  license  in  figures,  of  at  least  2  inches  in  length, 
cut  thereon,  and  with  which  they  will  be  required  to  mark  every 
package  sold  by  them.  A  penalty  of  $500  is  hereby  imposed  upon 
any  firm  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  above.  It  is,  however, 
not  intended  that  this  restriction  shall  apply  to  small  paper  bundles 
made  up  for  local  use. 

IX.  Merchandise  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  carried  through  any 
of  the  canals,  nor  upon  any  of  the  water  courses,  after  it  has  been 
received  at  Norfolk  or  Portsmouth. 

X.  All  wagons  going  south  with  merchandise,  or  coming  north 
with  produce,  will  be  required  to  pass  through  Great  Bridge,  where 
they  will  be  examined. 

XI.  Merchants  when  submitting  their  invoices  for  permits  for 
merchandise  will  be  limited  to  that  required  for  their  usual  business 
for  three  months.  Consumers  in  purchasing  from  the  above  will  be 
limited  to  the  quantity  required  by  their  families  for  the  same  time. 
The  above  restrictions  being  necessary  to  prevent  an  accumulation 
of  goods  for  contraband  purposes. 

XII.  Weapons  of  all  kinds,  powder,  and  all  items  of  a  contraband 
character  are  prohibited,  and  will  be  seized  wherever  found.  All 
persons  attempting  to  introduce,  sell,  or  conceal  any  of  the  above 
will  be  imprisoned  and  severely  punished,  and  their  personal  prop- 
erty will  be  confiscated. 

XIII.  The  only  currency  permitted  will  be  that  established  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 
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XIV.  All  passes  and  privileges  at  variance  with  the  above  order 
are  hereby  revoked. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee: 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  17,  18C3. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

It  is  reported  here  that  distant  firing  was  heard  about  daylight  in 
a  direction  east  of  south.  Did  you  hear  or  learn  anything  of  it;  if 
so,  in  what  direction  was  it;  how  far  distant? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters, 
August  17,  1803—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Corps: 
Did  you  hear  firing  about  daylight  this  morning;  and,  if  so,  in 
what  direction,  and  at  what  distance? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Rappahannock  Station,  August  17,  1863. 

(Received  10.45  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  following  rebel  signal  message  has  just  been  intercepted  by 
our  officers: 

General  Lee: 

I  am  satisfied  there  is  a  movement  of  the  enemy  of  position  from  front  to  flank 
and  rear. 

STUART. 
Also  fragments  of  another  message: 

As  seen  from  here,  none  on  this  side  of  river.     Large  trains  of  wagons  appear  to 
be  moving  up  the  river  on  the  other  side.     Quite  hazy  this  a.  m. 

BARNES.   . 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  August  17,  18G3. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in  -  Chief : 
On  my  return,  on  the  15th,  information  derived  from  scouts  led  to 
the  belief  the  enemy  contemplated  a  movement  by  the  United  States 
Ford,  on  my  left  flank. 

The  report  derived  from  the  soldiers'  talk  was  that  the  whole  army 
was  to  be  thrown  across  at  that  place  and  an  effort  made  to  get  in 
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my  rear.  The  scouts  reported  seeing  some  600  negroes  cutting  logs, 
su^jposed  for  a  bridge.  Believing  it  not  improbable  a  raid  might  be 
attempted  tojnterrupt  my  communications,  the  disposition  of  the 
cavalry  has  been  changed  so  as  to  place  the  main  Jsody  in  my  rear 
and  toward  my  left.  The  pickets  toward  Falmouth  have  been 
strengthened,  and  every  preparation  made,  should  a  raid  be  attempted, 
to  check  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  cavalry  on  my  right  flank,  on  the  14th,  attacked  a  guerrilla 
camp  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  capturing  3  men,  10  mules,  37  horses, 
and  a  quantity  of  sutlers'  goods.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
an  officer  of  Ewell's  staff  was  captured. 

All  reports  would  indicate  Lee's  army  stretched  from  Madison 
Court-House  to  Fredericksburg,  with  the  cavalry  at  Culpeper. 
Everything  is  quiet  along  the  lines  this  morning. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding . 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  17,  1863— 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schurz, 

Commanding  Eleventli  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  call  in  your  de- 
tachments at  Brentsville  and  on  Cedar  Run,  and  that  one  division  of 
your  corps  be  posted  at  Manassas  Junction  and  be  charged  with  the 
protection  of  the  railroad  from  that  vicinity  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion; that  the  other  division  of  your  corps  be  posted  in  the  .near 
vicinity  of  Warrenton  Junction  and  be  charged  with  the  protection 
of  the  road  from  Warrenton  Junction  to  Bealeton  Station;  that  the 
number  and  disposition  of  the  detachments  and  guards  placed  upon 
the  road  be  such  as  effectually  to  watch  and  protect  it.  The  exterior 
patrols  being  withdrawn,  every  possible  precaution  should  be  adopted 
on  the  line  of  the  road  to  insure  its  strict  surveillance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  17,  1863. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Ge7ieral,  Cavalry  Corps . • 
Captain:  General  Custer  reports  that  some  of  his  people  on  picket 
saw  upward  of  2,000  cavalry  passing  down  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rappahannock  this  morning.  They  had  eight  or  ten  wagons.  He 
has  sent  a  party  down  the  river  to  watch  them.  Nothing  has  trans- 
pired of  importance  since  my  last  report.  I  send  two  letters  and  a 
paper  captured  from  a  rebel  mail  carrier  this  morning.  Six  rebel 
soldiers  were  captured  this  morning.  They  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
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August  17,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wabren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  ex- 
tended line  of  picket  and  patrol  assigned  to  the  corps  had  for  its 
object  the  prevention  of  the  near  approach  to  our  troops  of 'the 
enemy's  scouts,  spies,  and  informers.  Recent  information  renders 
some  change  necessary.  The  river  is  picketed  by  infantry  to  Ellis' 
Ford,  and  from  that  point  to  United  States  Ford  by  cavalry,  when* 
they  extend  across  to  the  Potomac.  Some  concentration  being  de- 
sirable, the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  concentrate 
the  division  stationed  at  Elkton,  calling  in  the  brigade  at  Bristers- 
burg,  and  the  detachments  furnishing  the  patrols  heretofore  connect- 
ing with  Slocum  and  Schurz,  at  Ellis'  Ford,  and  near  Cedar  Run. 
This  line  of  patrol  need  not  be  continued,  but  a  patrol  should  be 
kept  up  between  Elkton  and  Warrenton  Junction. 
V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  17,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schurz, 

Commanding  JEleventh  Corps  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  disposi- 
tion you  have  made  of  your  troops  is  approved.     The  regiment  at 
Greenwich  may  be  withdrawn  to  Bristoe.     Be  prepared  to  concen- 
trate at  any  point  that  the  enemy  may  threaten  to  attack  in  force. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Rappahannock  Station,  August  17,  1863. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 
General  Humphreys: 

The  following  dispatches  have  been  intercepted  by  the  signal  ofiicer 
of  this  corps: 

Captain  M.: 

There  are  but  two  camps  visible  between  this  and  Kelly's  Ford.    A  large  camp  is 
seen  some  3  miles  to  the  left  of  Warrenton.    St)  troops  seen  to-day. 


Colonel  COELEY: 

My  command  is  suffering  from  want  of  clothing.    What  is  the  difficulty  about 
getting  it? 

STUART, 

General. 
General  Lee: 

Some  more  troops  have  been  moving  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  are 
pEissing  yet. 

B.,  Lieutenant. 

The  enemy's  signal  station  is  on  Pony  Mountain. 

JOHN  NEWTON", 

Major-General. 
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Head'quarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  17,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps  : 

In  reference  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Custer  of  the  13th 
instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  request 
that  you  will  transmit  to  these  headquarters  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions sent  to  that  ofl&cer,  and  to  say  that  it  is  the  manifest  duty  of 
every  officer  engaged  in  the  duty  General  Custer  is  intrusted  with 
to  arrest  every  one  who  disregards  a  parole  or  pledge  ;  that  paroles 
or  accepted  pledges  from  these  headquarters  to  residents  can  form  no 
proper  excuse  for  not  arresting  those  paroled  or  pledged,  when  they 
commit  any  act  whatever  of  disloyalty  ;  that  the  instructions  from 
these  headquarters  do  not  render  him,  or  any  other  officer,  powerless 
to  act  whenever  any  good  reason  exists  for  arrest,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, gives  ample  power  when  there  is  reason  to  suspect  any  act 
directly  or  indirectly  disloyal.  Authority  could  not  be  wider  than 
this,  unless  it  extended  beyond  the  limits  possessed  even  by  the 
commander  of  this  army.  But  if  the  power  existed,  the  loose  state- 
ments upon  this  subject  contained  in  the  letter  of  General  Custer  do 
not  impress  the  major-general  commanding* with  the  suitableness  of 
intrusting  to  that  officer  the  discretion  he  suggests,  of  dealing  with 
those  within  the  limits  of  his  command  as  he  might  choose. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

August  17,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Lockw^ood, 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.: 
You  will  send  five  companies  of  your  command  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral W.  W.  Morris,  at  Baltimore,  for  guard  duty  at  Fort  Delaware. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Washington,  D.  C, 
August  17,  1863—3.25  p.  m. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
General  Lockwood  has  been  directed  to  send  you  five  companies 
from  Harper's  Ferry  for  guard  duty  at  Fort  Delaware. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  17,  1863. 

Mg.j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  Fort  Monroe: 
On  the  15th,  I  received  a  communication  from  Admiral  Lee,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  the  effect  that  the  iron -clad  on  the  Roanoke  at  Edwards 
Ferry  was  nearly  completed. 
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On  the  16th,  I  reached  Plymouth  and  had  an  interview  with  Gen- 
eral Wessells  and  Captain  Flusser.  Some  deserters  had  just  arrived, 
and  from  them  the  following  information  was  elicited  in  respect  to 
Rainbow  Bluff,  &c.  : 

Three  guns  in  embrasure  to  command  the  approach  by  river  from 
below,  one  a  rifled  32-pounder,  others  34-pounaers.  One  24-pounder 
on  field  carriage  in  an  angle  of  the  fort  sweeps  the  land  approaches. 
There  are  also  two  brass  12-pounders  and  three  C-pounders  playing 
over  the  breastworks.  Rifle-pits  on  bank  below  fort  200  yards  long. 
Five  pieces  field  artillery  in  Hamilton,  Graham's  battery.  Three 
companies,  Pool's  battalion,  garrison  the  fort. 

At  Butler's  Bridge,  3  miles  from  fort,  are  intrenchments  and  a 

?lace  for  one  gun.  Camp  of  Seventeenth  Regiment  [North  Carolina 
nfantryj,  1,100  strong,  near  the  fort,  and  the  camp  oif  the  Fifty-sixth 
Regiment  [North  Carolina  Infantry]  about  1  mile  from  Hamilton, 
from  fort,  and  from  Butler's  Bridge.  At  Whitney's  Bridge  (River 
road),  bridge  is  destroyed,  road  oarricaded,  and  breastwork  100 
yards  above.  Five  thousand  men  at  Garrysburgh.  Five  hundred 
men  at  Edwards  Ferry  guarding  the  iron-clad,  and  iron-clad  in 
course  of  construction. 

These  recent  dispositions  have  resulted  from  your  late  raids,  and 
will  make  it  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  destroy  the  iron-clad  at 
Edwards  Ferry.  For  this  enterprise  from  800  to  1,000  good  cavalry 
will  be  requisite.  My  plan  would  be  to  land  the  cavialry  G  or  8  miles 
above  Plymouth,  and  move  by  Windsor,  on  an  intermediate  road, 
Roxobel,  &c.,  since  this  route  has  been  less  used  by  our  troops  than 
the  one  via  Winton.  A  demonstration  from  Norfolk,  via  Winton, 
upon  Weldon  at  the  same  time,  would  materially  enhance  the 
chances  of  success. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  information  and  suggestions  for 
your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

August  37,  1863. 
Letter  to  be  written  stating  that  our  force  will  not  permit  the  pro- 
posed movement  at  present.     Letter  to  bo  filed. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Circular.]     Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 

[New  York],  August  17,  1863. 

The  duties  of  the  United  States  troops  in  the  city  and  harbor  of 
New  York  are  limited  to  the  defense  of  the  forts  and  the  protection 
of  public  property,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Government 
in  the  performance  of  their  legal  duties.  The  duty  of  maintaining 
order  and  protecting  the  properties  and  rights  of  private  individuals 
devolves  upon  the  municipal  and  State  authorities,  but  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  render  any  assistance 
that  may  be  called  for  by  proper  authority,  or  be  rendered  necessary 
by  the  inability  of  the  civil  authorities  to  accomplish  these  ends. 

The  commanders  of  troops,  both  in  the  harbor  and  in  the  city,  will 
make  themselves  fully  acquainted  with  the  duties  they  may  bo  called 
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on  to  perform,  and  the  means  under  their  control  for  offensive  or 
defensive  purposes.  The  batteries  in  the  harbor  will  be  put  in  the 
most  perfect  state  of  preparation.  The  details  •  for  service  will  be 
arranged  and  systematized,  and  the  officers  and  men  instructed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  in  everything  that  pertains  to  their  new  positions 
and  duties,  and  especially  in  the  service  of  heavy  guns. 

The  approaches  to  any  post,  by  land  or  water,  will  be  studied;  the 
range,  field  of  fire,  and  effectiveness  of  every  gun  ascertained,  and 
everything  kept  in  constant  readiness  for  the  prompt  and  efficient 
use  of  the  batteries.  Particular  care  will  be  taken  to  guard  against 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  attempts  to  spike  the  guns 
or  otherwise  destroy  the  efficiency  of  batteries  in  the  out-works  or 
dependencies  of  any  of  the  forts. 

If  posted  in  the  city,  commanders  will  keep  themselves  constantly 
advised  of  the  position  of  troops  in  their  neighborhood,  the  commu- 
nications with  them  or  with  other  important  points,  and  the  means 
of  reaching  in  the  shortest  time  any  point  in  their  neighborhood 
which  may  be  assailed  or  threatened. 

If  officers  of  the  General  Government,  and,  by  comity,  of  the  State 
and  municipal  governments,  in  the  performance  of  their  legitimate 
functions,  are  assailed  by  lawless  violence,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
troops  to  protect  them.  If  they  are  charged  with  the  protection  of 
public  property,  public  buildings,  or  other  important  interests,  it 
will  be  their  duty  to  defend  them  to  the  last  extremity. 

If  called  upon  by  the  civil  authorities  to  aid  in  the  maintenance 
of  order  or  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  the  aid  will  be  rendered 
promptly,  cheerfully,  and  efficiently.  The  execution  of  the  last  duty 
involves  grave  responsibilities,  and  must  be  executed  with  the  great- 
est discretion  and  firmness.  It  is  not  to  be  assumed  independently, 
but  will  be  exercised  in  connection  with  and  in  subordination  to  the 
civil  authorities. 

The  troops  employed  on  this  duty  will  be  kept  well  in  hand,  and 
will  be  cautioned  to  keep  cool  and  steady ;  to  pay  no  attention  to 
harsh  words  or  other  insults  that  maybe  offered  them;  to  avoid 
everything  that  may  provoke  unnecessary  collision,  but  to  be  pre- 
pared to  act  always  promptly,  efficiently,  or  decisively.  It  is  made 
the  duty  of  commanders  to  see  that  their  troops  are  fully  armed,  , 
fully  supplied,  and  prepared  in  every  respect  to  give  the  greatest 
effect  to  the  arms  they  use. 

Troops  that  are  posted  in  the  city  will  be  kept  well  together  and 
in  a  state  of  the  most  exact  discipline.  The  ordinary  course  of  in- 
struction will  be  kept  up,  and  no  straggling,  drunkenness,  or  other 
disorderly  conduct  allowed.  Guards  and  pickets  established  in 
streets  or  other  thoroughfares  will  be  carefully  instructed  to  treat 
all  citizens- with  courtesy  and  respect,  and  to  perform  their  duties 
with  as  little  annoyance  or  obstruction  as  is  possible.  The  destruc- 
tion or  injury  of  public  or  private  property,  either  wantonly  or 
through  neglect,  must  be  prevented. 

If  posted  in  parks  or  improved  grounds,  the  utmost  care  will  be 
taken  that  the  trees  and  shrubbery  are  not  injured.  Tents  will  be 
furnished  for  officers  and  men,  and  temporary  stabling  for  the 
horses.  Sinks  and  wash-houses  will  be  provided  and  screened  from 
observation  by  wooden  blinds.  The  police  of  the  grounds  in  and 
about  the  camps  and  quarters  will  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible, 
and  all  accumulations  of  garbage  immediately  removed. 

The  troops  that  have  been  brought  to  this  city,  and  who  may  be 
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called  upon  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the  enforcement 
of' the  laws,  must  themselves  set  the  example  of  orderly  and  soldierly- 
conduct,  and  the  attention  of  all  officers  and  men  is  specially  di- 
rected to  this  point. 

The  movement  of  troops  to  distant  parts  of  the  city,  or  to  points 
in  its  neighborhood,  will  be  made  as  far  as  practicable  by  water, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  quartermaster's  department  will  keep  a 
sufficient  number  of  steamers  in  constant  readiness  to  move  to  any 
point.  These  steamers,  if  not  armed,  will  be  convoyed  by  armed 
steamers,  and  when  moving  by  night  will  be  distinguished  from 
other  vessels  by  a  special  signal. 

Movements  through  the  streets  of  the  city  will  be  made  quietly, 
and  with  as  little  display  as  possible.  Special  care  must  be  taken 
in  these  movements  that  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  cavalry  are  well 
guarded,  and,  if  made  in  connection  with  artillery,  that  the  supports 
are  stronger  than  usual.  For  the  troops  in  the  city  the  police  alarm 
will  be  the  signal  for  preparation,  and  will  be  communicated  to  the 
forts  and  vessels  in  the  harbor  in  the  manner  denoted  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  23,  of  August  12,  1863.  To  avoid  unnecessary  alarm  or 
disturbance  in  the  city,  commanders  will  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  assembling  their  troops  without  beating  or  sounding  the 
usual  alarm. 

The  police  authorities  have  authorized  the  captains  of  precincts 
to  put  themselves  in  communication  with  the  commanders  of  troops 
posted  in  their  neighborhood,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  in- 
formation and  rendering  such  other  assistance  as  may  be  necessary. 
They  have  also  authorized  the  use  of  the  public  telegraph  for  the 
purpose  of  making  reports  and  communicating  information  when 
the  troops  are  acting  m  connection  with  the  police  for  the  preser- 
vation of  order,  and  police  officers  will  be  attached  to  the  several 
headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  more  directly  with 
the  police,  and  acting  as  guides  when  troops  are  removed  to  different 
parts  of  the  city.  Commanders  of  troops  in  the  city  will  be  kept 
constantly  advised  of  the  location  of  troops  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  when  any  changes  are  made  by  them  the  new  location  and  the 
reasons  for  the  change  will  immediately  be  made  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

The  publication  or  furnishing  for  publication  by  persons  con- 
nected with  this  command  of  any  information  in  relation  to  the 
numbers,  position,  movements,  or  operations  of  the  troops,  the 
strength  and  condition  of  the  public  works,  or  of  any  other  military 
information  that  might  be  used  for  improper  purposes,  is  strictly 
prohibited. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  18,  1863—8.45  a.  m. 
(Received  9.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  some  of  his  pickets  saw 
upward  of  2,000  cavalry  passing  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Rfip- 
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pahannock  yesterday  at  daylight.  Had  8  or  10  wagons  with  them. 
He  has  sent  a  party  down  the  river  to  watch  them.  He  also  sends 
two  letters  and  a  Richmond  paper,  which  are  inclosed,  that  were 
captured  yesterday  from  a  rebel  mail  carrier.  Six  rebel  soldiers  were 
also  captured. 

The  brigade  of  General  Gregg  at  Warrenton  has  100  men  on 
Watery  Mountain,  who  picket  well  toward  Salem;  another  force  of 
100  men  at  New  Baltimore,  who  picket  and  patrol  toward  White 
Plains;  a  regiment  which  pickets  and  patrols  to  Waterloo,  Orleans, 
and  the  mill  beyond  on  Thumb  Run.  The  pickets  report  but  few 
of  the  enemy  to  be  seen  and  in  small  jjarties.  Two  regiments  have 
also  gone  direct  to  Salem,  Markham,  and  Manassas  Gdp,  to  return 
by  way  of  Barbee's  Cross-Roads  and  Orleans. 

General  Merritt  reports  that  a  rebel  patrol  had  been  at  Union  Mills, 
in  the  direction  of  Dumfries,  just  before  his  scouting  party  arrived 
there  yesterday.     All  else  quiet. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  18,  1863. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  picket  line  remains  undisturbed 
up  to  the  present.  Yesterday  afternoon  while  a  party  of  our  men 
were  passing  through  Falmouth  they  were  fired  upon  by  squads  of 
rebel  infantry  and  cavalry  across  the  river  near  the  old  bridge.  Our 
men  did  not  return  the  fire.  Yesterday  evening  a  party  of  guer- 
rillas stopped  a  wagon  about  6  miles  from  here  on  the  Warrenton 
road,  carried  oflF  the  horses  and  driver,  leaving  the  wagon  in  the  road. 
I  sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  in  pursuit.  They  have  not  yet  re- 
turned. 

A  detail  has  been  ordered  to  put  up  my  end  of  the  telegraph  line, 
as  requested.  I  am  going  out  this  morning  to  inspect  my  picket 
line  in  person. 

V  ery  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Third  Division. 


August  18,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sykes, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that,  as  it  is  not 
contemplated  at  present  to  throw  a  large  force  across  the  river 
to  meet  or  anticipate  an  attack  upon  Newton's  front  or  your  own, 
the  necessity  for  the  bridge  in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly  Ford  no  longer 
exists,  and  the  small  force  you  have  on  the  opposite  bank  to  protect 
the  head  of  the  bridge  may  be  withdrawn  to  this  side,  and  the  bridge 
be  taken  Tip. 
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General  Newton  keeps  a  bridge-head  force  on  the  other  side,  so 
as  to  give  him  time  to  perfect  the  arrangement  for  the  defense  of  the 
railroad  bridge  and  ford. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,      . 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Wakkenton  Junction. 

August  18,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Two  deserters  just  came  in.  They  left  Culpeper  Court-House  the 
8th  instant.  Longstreet's  and  Ewell's  forces  were  reported  that  time 
at  or  near  Fredericksburg ;  Hill's  corps,  between  the  Rapidan  and 
Orange  Court-House;  Stuart's  cavalry,  at  Culpeper  and  Brandy 
Station. 

They  met  Mosby's  force  yesterday  at  Upperville,  ready  for  a  raid. 
Hearing  at  13  o'clock  of  the  approach  of  our  cavalry,  they  were 
ordered  to  meet  to-day  at  Rector's  Cross-Roads.  The  deserters  can- 
not tell  when  Mosby  intends  to  make  the  attack.  The  deserters 
will  be  sent  to  general  headquarters. 

C.  SCHURZ, 

Major-  General. 

[Note  on  original:]  General  King  informed. 


.  Hartwood,  Va.  , 

August  18,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  went  yesterday  to  Fal- 
mouth for  the  purpose  to  observe  the  rebel  position  on  the  old  battle- 
ground at  Fredericksburg.  I  could  not  see  any  large  force  of  rebels 
there,  except  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  one  battery  of  light  artillery, 
and  an  equal  force  of  infantry.  The  infantry  is  scattered  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  and  fire  at  every  Union  soldier 
they  see  on  this  side.  Previous  to  my  coming,  they  fired  at  our  cav- 
alry, and  then  they  fired  at  me. 

They  have  brought  two  pieces  of  artillery  nearer  the  river  where 
our  cavalry  approached  the  town,  and  I  noticed  that  they  were  mov- 
ing oif  loaded  wagons  from  Fredericksburg,  as  if  in  anticipation  of 
our  crossing. 

The  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  seem  to  be — and  I  think  that  they 
really  are — totally  ignorant  of  the  rebels'  position  and  doings,  and 
they  say  that  only  small  scouting  parties  of  the  rebels  are  allowed 
to  come  over  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Our  cavalry  did  not  occupy 
Falmouth  the  day  before  yesterday.  The  rebels  have  infantry  force 
at  Banks'  Ford. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GLOSKOSKI, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

[P.  S.] — I  submitted  a  similar  report  to  General  Kilpatrick  imme- 
diately after  my  return. 
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Arlington,  Va., 

Atigust  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  Thos.  Allcock, 

Commanding  Fort  Ethan  Allen: 

The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received,  and  is  respectfully 
forwarded  for  your  information: 

Washington, 

August  18,  1863. 
General  G.  A.  De  Russy: 

Colonel  Lowell,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  has  moved  with  his  entire  availa- 
ble force  toward  Leesburg,  where  White  is  reported  to  be  with  the  main  body  of 
his  people. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Respectfully, 


G.  A.  De  russy. 


Centkeville,  Va.,  August  18,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  4.20  p.  m.) 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Stqff: 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Manassas.  Not 
knowing  whether  the  information  has  been  communicated  to  head- 
quarters in  Washington,  I  send  it  to  you.  I  have  directed  a  small 
party  of  cavalry  to  proceed  at  once  to  Gainesville  and  Hay  Market, 
to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  truth  there  is  in  the  report: 

Manassas  Junction.  Va., 

August  18,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  King: 

General  Williams  telegraphed  me  last  evening  that  4,000  cavalry  had  come  down 
from  th>  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  were  making  their  way  around  our  rear  through 
Hopewell  and  Hay  Marke^.  Theywere  said  tobeatSalem  yesterdaymoming.  My 
regiment  has  been  under  arms  since  then,  and  a  whole  division  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps  has  just  come  down  here,  and  just  above,  a  battery  of  artillery.  My  idea  is 
they  will  endeavor  to  get  around  you  and  go  to  Fairfax  Station,  or  try  to  cut  the 
railroad.  Can  you  spare  me  any  cavalry?  I  have  not  a  single  hoof.  Our  pickets 
extend  out  2i  miles  on  the  road  to  Centreville,  and  half  as  far  on  the  railroad  toward 
Union  Mills.     Will  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  vou. 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  130Wi  New  York  Volunteers. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Clarksburg.  W.  Va.,  August  18,  1863. 

(Received  11.20  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Cullum: 

I  came  up  from  Harper's  Ferry  and  New  Creek  last  night.  AH 
quiet  along  line  of  railroad.  General  Averell  is  at  Petersburg,  in 
Hardy  County,  and  will  move  to-morrow  on  his  expedition  into  Pen- 
dleton, Highland,  Pocahontas,  Bath,  and  Greenbrier  Counties.  Will 
destroy  the  saltpeter  and  powder  works  in  Pendleton  as  he  goes 
through.     Genoi-al  Scammon  reports  all  qiiiet  in  the  Kanawha  Val- 
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ley.  Some  of  the  counties  in  West  Virginia  are  infested  with  horse-- 
thieves  and  robbers,  and  a  few  men  recruiting  for  Jackson  and 
Imboden.    Our  scouts  killed  2  of  the  latter  in  Wirt  County  yesterday. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hetzel,  New  Berne,  N.  C, 

August  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  Fort  Monroe: 

General  :  When  you  assumed  command  at  Fort  Monroe,  it  was 
understood  that  we  should  together  make  a  reconnaissance  of  James 
River,  the  Sounds,  and  the  mouths  of  Cape  Fear  River.  There  was 
no  definite  understanding  as  to  the  time  or  order  of  doing  this.  My 
departure  from  the  Roads  was  unexpectedly  delayed,  as  was  your 
return  there.  I  hoped  then  to  have  found  you  here,  and  to  have  gone 
over  the  Sounds  and  off  Wilmington  with  you  before  returning  to 
th^  Roads.  In  the  meantime,  you  have  been  up  the  James,  which  I 
did  not  anticipate  would  have  been  done  in  my  absence. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  escape  from  the  torpedoes, 
the  exposure  to  which  might  perhaps  have  been  avoided  by  drag- 
ging in  boats  in  advance  of  the  vessels,  and  by  an  examination  of  the 
banks  under  cover  of  our  guns,  in  suitable  force.  My  recent  demon- 
stration up  that  river  would  naturally  induce  the  enemy  to  put  down 
his  cheap,  destructive,  and  treacherous  defense,  and  should  have 
suggested  a  careful  approach. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  shall  have  returned  to  the  blockade  off 
Wilmington,  and  expect  to  be  there  until  about  the  end  of  the  fol- 
lowing week ;  then  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  Either  now  or 
then,  I  am  ready  to  make  this  part  of  the  reconnaissance  with  you, 
but  I  must  earnestly  say  that  I  regard  the  destruction  of  the  iron- 
clads on  the  Roanoke,  if  the  statement  I  send  you  to-day  is  true,  of 
the  first  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  A.  Blcg.  Squadron. 


New  Berne,  N.  C, 

August  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
General  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Peck,  of  the 
14th  instant,  and  a  statement  by  Michael  Cohen,  respecting  the 
iron-clads  on  the  Roanoke,  near  Halifax.  If  Cohen's  statement  is 
correct,  the  destruction  of  these  iron-clads  should  not  be  delayed.  I 
am  sure  that  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object. 
Our  iron-clads  drawing  over  12  feet  cannot  reach  or  neutralize  those 
of  the  rebels  owing  to  the  shoal  waters  on  the  bulkhead  at  Hatteras 
Inlet  and  in  Croatan  Sound,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  A.  Bkg.  Squadron. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

New  Berne,  N.  C, 

August  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck: 

General:  I  hear  that  the  iron-clad  in  the  Eoanoke,  at  Edwards 
Ferry,  above  Rainbow  Bluff,  is  nearly  completed.  If  not  destroyed 
she  may  attack  your  fortified  town  on  the  water  side.  We  have  only 
wooden  vessels  to  oppose  her.  I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  the 
propriety  of  an  expedition  to  destroy  her  at  once. 

Owing  to  the  fortifications  at  Rainbow  Bluff  and  the  low  stage  of 
wat^r  on  the  Roanoke,  the  expedition  must  be  mainly  military. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser,  at  Plymouth,  will  give  you  all  the 
aid  in  his  power. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral, 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

statement  of  michael  cohen. 

New  Berne,  N.  C, 

August  18,  1863. 

I  am  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Irish  birth.  Have  lived  twenty-one 
years  in  the  United  States  and  six  years  in  North  Carolina.  When 
the  war  broke  out  I  was  carrying  on  a  distillery  at  Tarborough. 
This  business  not  being  allowed,  I  turned  my  distillery  into  a  grist 
mill.  As  a  miller  I  was  exempt  from  the  conscription.  When,  on 
July  20,  1863,  General  Potter  destroyed  the  vessels  at  Tarborough, 
my  mill  and  property,  worth  $11,000,  was  burned  by  mistake  by 
United  States  troops.  Now  I  became  liable  to  the  conscription,  and 
followed  the  United  States  troops  here,  where  I  am  now  employed  in 
the  quartermaster's  department  at  the  request  of  General  Potter. 

The  work  on  the  gunboat  at  Tarborough  was  begun  in  September 
last,  continued  one  month,  then  stopped  (in  order  to  work  on  the 
iron-clads  at  Wilmington  and  afterward  on  the  Roanoke),  and  was 
renewed  only  two  weeks  before  General  Potter  destroyed  it  (July 
20);  at  which  time,  about  20  feet  of  its  amid-ships  section  had  been 
put  up  in  six  parts  of  the  frame  of  bottom,  four  parts  making  sides 
and  angles  and  tops.  More  of  the  frame,  in  sections,  was  ready  to 
be  put  up.  General  Potter  destroyed  this,  and  two  unarmed  river 
steamboats.  One  (of  iron,  stern-wheel,  drawing  20  inches,  fast,  and 
in  good  order)  called  Governor  Morehead,  owned  by  Myers,  who 
took  the  lights  from  the  house  at  Hatteras  Inlet  when  the  war  broke 
out.  The  other,  called  General  Hill  (old,  slow,  and  stern-wheel, 
drawing  6  feet),  and  owned  by  Willard.  There  was  then  a  high 
flood  in  the  river. 

There  were  then  no  troops  g^uarding  the  iron-clad  building  at 
Smith's,  on  the  Roanoke,  in  Halifax  County,  6  miles  below  Halifax 
town,  and  40  by  land  from  Tarborough.  The  iron-clads  on  the  Ro- 
anoke are  a  ram  gunboat  like  the  Merrimac,  and  a  floating  battery, 
40  feet  square,  with  a  Merrimac  roof.  This  gunboat  was  launched 
about  the  1st  of  July,  1863.  Putting  on  her  plating  was  begun  a  day 
or  two  before  General  Potter  destroyed  the  boats  at  Tarborough. 
The  plating  is  2  inches  through,  and  was  brought  from  Wilmington; 
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it  18  being  put  on  in  two  layers,  one  lioi'izontal,  the  (jther  vertical. 
The  holes  are  punched  with  a  small  engine  brought  from  Richmond. 

When  the  ram  is  plated,  the  floating  battery  will  be  plated;  no 
guns  in  either.  The  ram  is  to  have  the  Brooke  rifle.  The  boilers 
(he  is  not  sure  about  the  machinery)  were  in  the  ram.  The  floating 
battery  is  to  be  stationed  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  just  below  Hamilton,  a 
fortified  point.  This  information  was  got  from  men  taken  from  my 
service  to  work  on  this  gunboat,  and  is  not  later  than  July  20,  1863. 

There  were,  before  the  war,  and  are  now,  three  small  steamers  on 
the  Roanoke,  light  draught,  side-wheel  boats.  The  engine  of  one  of 
the  iron-clads  at  Wilmington  was  taken  from  a  steamer,  the  other 
was  built  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Statement  made  to  me  August  17  and  IS,  1863. 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
Augiifif.  ]8,  1803 — 12.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Grant,  Vichshurg,  Miss.  : 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook  will  repair  to  the  .Department  of  West 
Virginia,  and  report  for  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Kelley. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  First  Corps, 

August  19,  1863—12  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  following  rebel  signal  message  has  just  been  intercepted  by 
our  signal  officers : 

General  Lee  : 
I  hare  moved  my  headquarters  to  Culpepor,  on  account  of  forage. 

STUART, 

Oeneral. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  \        Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  f  New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  19,  1863. 

The  limits  of  the  Districts  of  Beaufort,  Albemarle,  and  Pamlico 
will,  until  otherwise  ordered,  remain  as  indicated  in  General  Orders, 
No.  04,  from  headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

The  forces  and  defenses  of  New  Berne  will  be  under  the  immediate 
coinmand  of  Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  with  powers  and  responsi- 
bilities analogous  to  those  of  district  commanders.  Necessary  stores 
and  supplies  will  be  issued,  upon  his  order,  to  the  troops  in  his  com- 
mand; and  so  much  of  General  Orders,  No.  Ill,  from  these  head- 
quarters as  is  inconsistent  herewith  is  revoked. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Peck: 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Washington,  D.  C, 
August  19,  1803 — 9.55  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg  : 
When  most  convenient  please  come  to  Washington,  as  I  wish  an 
interview  in  regard  to  your  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Clarksburg, 

August  19,  1863. 
Colonel  Moor, 

Beverly  : 

General  Averell  left  Petersburg  this  morning  on  an  expedition 
into  Pocahontas  and  Greenbrier  Counties.  He  will  probably  arrive 
at  Huntersville  on  or  about  the  25th  instant.  You  will  order  the 
Tenth  [West]  Virginia  Infantrjr  and  the  Second  [West]  Virginia 
Mounted  Infantry  and  one  section  of  Keeper's  battery  to  proceed 
without  delay  and  form  a  junction  with  General  Averell  at  Hunters- 
ville, and  report  to  him  for  orders. 

The  troops  will  move  without  camp  equipage,  taking  with  them 
ten  days'  rations  of  hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  and  will 
depend  on  the  country  through  which  they  march  for  forage  and 
beef.  Would  suggest  you  order  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  get 
off  one  day  in  advance  of  the  cavalry. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  90,  1863 — 1.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac- 
Yon  will  detail  a  general  officer  to  superintend  the  detail  of  guards 
and  the  removal  of  drafted  men  from  Alexandria  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.     Report. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  August  30,  1863. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
In  compliance  with  your  instructions  contained  in  dispatch  of  12 
m. ,  I  have  directed  Brig.  Gen.  H.  S.  Briggs  to  proceed  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  superintend  the  detail  of  guards  and  the  removal  of  drafted 
men  from  that  place  to  this  army.  General  Briggs  will  report  to 
you  for  further  orders. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqes.  Cavalry  Corps,  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

Av^ust  20,  1863—9  a.  m.     (Received  9.40  a.  m.) 

Manor-General  Humphreys. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  General  Kilpatrick  reports  there  is  every  indication 
that  the  enemy  is  in  large  force  in  and  above  Fredericksburg.  The 
smoke  of  their  camp  fires  can  be  seen  along  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road. Their  pickets  and  stragglers  in  Fredericksburg,  opposite  Fal- 
mouth, number  upward  of  a  thousand  men.  One  of  our  scouting 
parties  surprised  a  camp  of  guerrillas  in  the  night.  We  recaptured 
1  man,  2  negroes,  and  3  horses.  The  party  made  their  escape,  but 
are  being  pursued  by  a  squadron. 

Four  Richmond  papers  are  herewith  forwarded.  It  will  be  seen 
by  an  advertisement  in  the  paper  of  the  17th  instant  that  A.  P. 
Hill's  headquarters  are  near  Orange  Court-House. 

The  telegraph  to  Kilpatrick  is  completed,  and  only  needs  an 
operator.    Can  you  send  him  one? 

General  Gregg  reports  that  his  scoiiting  party  sent  to  Hopewell 
Gap  yesterday  morning  found  nothing,  and  all  was  quiet  beyond. 

The  two  regiments  that  went  to  Salem  and  Manassas  have 
returned,  and  report  that  they  found  nothing  but  scattered  parties 
of  the  enemy.  They  brought  in  6  prisoners,  supposed  to  be  scouts 
of  the  enemy. 

General  Merritt  reports  all  quiet  toward  Dumfries  and  Stafford 
Court-House.     No  signs  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-Qeneral,  Commanding. 


MORRISVILLE, 

August  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 
The  following  is  just  received  from  General  Kilpatrick: 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  is  in  large  force  opposite  United 
States  Ford ;  that  it  is  believed  our  army  is  retiring  on  Centreville  and  Washing- 
ton. Fitzhugh  Lee,  with  3,000  men  and  six  pieces  of  artiUery,  moved  yesterday 
from  Fredericksburg  to  the  vicinity  of  United  States  Ford.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  he  contemplates  crossing  at  Blind  Ford,  just  above  United  States  Ford.  His 
object  will  be  to  gain  information.    I  am  ready  to  meet  him. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 


Major-  General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Respectfully   referred   to    Major-General    Humphreys,   chief  of 
staff. 
Please  return. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-Qeneral,  Commanding. 

Transmit  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  his  information. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  20,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Custer,  Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

General:  You  will  send  your  entire  train  (every  wagon)  to  Hart- 
wood  Church  at  once.  You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Observe  the  greatest  vigilance,  leaving 
your  picket  line  and  reserves  as  they  now  are.  Word  has  just  come 
in  from  the  right  of  our  line  confirming  your  report  of  this  morning. 
I  believe  the  rebel  army  is  about  to  advance. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  August  20,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg,  Comdg.  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  there  is  a  rumor  that  Stuart,  with  all  his  cavalry  except  Lee's 
brigade,  is  in  the  valley.     The  general  desires  that  you  will  direct 
your  cavalry  to  keep  a  close  lookout  in  the  direction  of  the  gaps. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Haedquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Hartivood  Church,   Va.,  August  20,  1863. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

.Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  received  from 
my  picket  line  up  to  2  p.  m.  : 

Opposite  Falmouth  the  enemy's  picket  line  has  been  much  weak- 
ened during  the  night,  but  few  encampments  can  be  seen  in  that 
vicinity,  and  everything  indicates  a  movement  of  the  enemy  in  some 
direction — I  think  to  my  right.  General  Custer  reports  a  long  col- 
umn of  dust,  some  4  miles  in  length,  moving  in  the  rear  of  Frede- 
ricksburg, and  a  complete  silence  is  kept  by  their  men  on  picket. 
Near  United  States  Ford  the  enemy  have  a  few  pieces  of  artillery  in 
position,  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry  were  reported  near  this  ford 
this  morning.  From  the  latest  I  can  gather,  this  cavalry  force  is 
moving  to  my  right.  It  is  believed  by  the  enemy  that  our  army  is 
retiring  upon  Centreville  and  Alexandria.  All  the  fords  along  my 
river  front  are  well  guarded. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  20,  [1863]— 9  p.  m. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Major-General   Humphreys,  chief  of 
staff. 

This  report  confirms  those  of  this  morning,  that  the  rebel  army  is 
on  the  move.     It  looks  toward  Richmond. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Manassas,  AugvM  20,  1863. 
General  King  : 

Information  has  been  received  here  that  a  force  of  cavalry  crossed 
United  States  Ford  this  a.  m.,  between  10  and  11  a.  m.  Heavy- 
musketry  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Elkton.  General 
Slocnm  has  sent  this  word  to  headquarters.  Cavalry  can  approach 
us  both  by  way  of  Dumfries  either  to  Bristoe,  here,  or  Union  Mills, 
Fairfax,  or  toward  Alexandria.  I  think  they  would 'go  pretty  low 
down.     No  cavalry  here. 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 

Colonel, 


Morris viLLE,  August  20,1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

A  report  from  Elk  Run  confirms  the  statement  of  heavy  skirmish- 
ing, with  no  artillery,  about  10  a.  m.  for  about  one  hour,  about  5 
miles  east  of  Elk  Run.  General  Kilpatrick's  communication  has  no 
hour  mentioned  to  show  when  it  was  written.  I  do  not  see  how  an 
enemy  could  have  passed  between  him  and  me,  but  the  skirmish 
firing  is  unexplained.  It  would  be  well  to  warn  the  guards  between 
you  and  Alexandria. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


August  20,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  Rupus  King, 

Commanding  Division,  Centreville: 
I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  recent  information  derived  from  scouts  and  spies  indicates  the 
probability  of  a  strong  raid,  or  some  similar  movement,  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  Ford. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Mqjor-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

August  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

It  is  reported  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnstone,  Fifth  New  York 
Cavalry,  said  to  be  at  Ballard's  Dam,  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavaliy  crossed  below  him  and  passed  northward.  This  reaches  me 
through  General  Greene,  who  is  at  Ellis'  Ford. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM,    • 
Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Schurz,  Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 

General  Kilpatrick  telegraphs  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnstone 
denies  the  report  that  any  cavalry  has  crossed  the  river;  that  the 
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report  is  not  true.  The  mysterious  firing  reported  as  having  been 
heard  was  probably  the  cavalry  at  the  mouth  of  Elk  Run  discharging 
their  pieces. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Ellis'  Ford,  Va.,  August  20,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgbrs, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Twelfth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  general  commanding 
corps  that  the  general  line  of  pickets  perpendicular  to  the  river  has 
been  disturbed  by  the  Second  Corps  jjickets  having  been  withdrawn, 
leaving  a  space  of  about  4  miles  open  between  my  left  and  the  right 
of  the  Second  Corps,  through  which  a  body  of  men  could  jjass  be- 
tween here  and  Morrisville  and  toward  your  headquarters  without 
encountering  a  picket  line. 

My  command  is  now  drafted  upon  to  its  utmost  capacity  in  main- 
taining 7  miles  of  pickets  on  the  river,  and  from  thence  to  Critten- 
den's Mill,  2  miles  farther.  From  the  latter  place  our  line  was  be- 
fore connected  with  that  of  the  Second  Corps,  but  owing  to  the  change 
the  long,  broken  line  leaves  unguarded  the  left  flank  of  the  army. 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  change,  feeling  cognizant 
of  the  precarious  condition  our  flank  is  placed  in  by  leaving  un- 
guarded the  line  perpendicular  to  the  river  northeast  of  Critten- 
den's Mill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Tvtelfth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Ellis'  Ford,  Va.,  August  30,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Twelfth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  this  day  received  information  from  Aldie 
(through  a  source  which  has  always  proved  reliable  and  which  has 
served  me  upon  many  occasions  during  the  war),  that  I  deem  suf- 
ficiently important  to  communicate  to  the  general  commanding 
corps. 

My  informant  states  that  the  rebel  citizens  in  and  about  Aldie 
have  become  exceedingly  jubilant  within  a  few  days  past  over  a 

Srospect  of  Lee's  army  advancing,  which  is  looked  for  by  them 
ally.  They  state  they  have  been  informed  by  relatives  in  the  rebel 
army  that  Lee,  greatly  strengthened,  intends  making  a  diversion  in 
our  front,  and  under  its  cover  of  advancing  in  two  columns,  one  on 
our  right  and  one  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  one  of  which  will  be  as  a 
decoy.  They  suppose  the  feint  will  be  made  on  our  right  flank, 
while  the  advance  will  be  made  by  way  of  Dumfries  toward  Wash- 
ington. 
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I  would  hesitate  to  lay  such  information  before  the  general  if  it 
were  not  from  the  tested  authority  from  which  it  is  gleaned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.        .  JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Cav.  Div.,  August  20,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.50  a.  m.,  21st.) . 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

ChiSf  of  Staff: 
The  report  to-day  received  from  pickets  in  front  of  Rappahannock 
Station  indicates  no  change  in  enemy's  line.     I  have  sent  for  infor- 
mation to  be  sent  to  you  as  well  as  myself  immediately. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  78.  S  August  20,  1863. 

The  following  regulations  respecting  passes  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  supplies  other  than  public  stores  nave  been  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  are  published  for  the  information  and  guid- 
ance of  all  concerned: 

1.  Passes  to  leave  this  army,  to  be  given  by  the  provost-marshal- 
general,  or  by  his  authority.  Said  passes  will  authorize  the  return 
of  the  parties,  but  will  not  include  transportation  for  property  beyond 
necessary  personal  baggage. 

2.  All  orders  for  transportation  of  property  must  be  given  by  the 
quartermaster's  department. 

3.  Supplies  for  officers  may  be  procured  by  sending  an  agent,  with 
a  list  of  the  articles  to  be  obtained,  signed  by  a  general  officer,  and 
approved  by  the  provost-marshal-general,  or  by  his  authority. 

4.  Sutlers  and  their  property  to  be  entirely  excluded  from  trans- 
portation by  rail  for  the  present. 

5.  News  boys  will  not  be  permitted  to  travel  on  trains,  but  pack- 
ages of  papers  may  be  sent  to  local  agents,  under  charge  of  a 
baggage-master,  for  sale  or  distribution. 

6.  No  passes  to  civilians,  to  visit  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  shall 
be  given,  except  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  and  the  gen- 
eral in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

7.  The  principal  depot  quartermasters  at  "Washington,  Alexandria, 
and  at  other  depots  upon  the  line  of  the  road  can  pass  officers  and 
agents  of  their  departments,  and  also  officers  and  agents  of  other  de- 
partments, traveling  on  necessary  public  business,  who  can  procure 
orders  for  transportation  from  them. 

8.  All  orders  for  cars  must  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
military  railroad,  through  the  proper  officers  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  in  charge  of  depots. 

9.  No  officers  other  than  those  herein  specified  will  be  permitted 
to  give  passes  beyond  the  limits  of  their  commands. 

10.  All  boxes  or  packages  sent  to,  or  marked  with  the  name  of,  any 
officer  shall  be  accompanied  with  an  accurate  list  of  contents,  and 
shall  be  placed  in  custody  of  the  provost-marshal  at  the  place  of 
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destination,  to  be  delivered  to  the  consignee  upon  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  packages  contain  necessary  supplies  for  his  individual 
use,  and  contain  nothing  else. 

11.  All  persons  seeking  transportation  on  any  railroad  from  Alex- 
andria shall  present  their  passes  for  examination  at  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  in  that  city. 

12.  Provost  guards  at  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  other  stations 
will  see  that  the  foregoing  orders  are  executed. 

13.  Train  guards,  for  the  protection  of  each  train  and  to  preserve 
order  and  keep  off  stragglers,  will  be  furnished  by  commanders  of 
troops  nearest  the  points  of  departure  on  requisition  of  superintend- 
ent of  road. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  |  Hdqbs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  79.  j  August  20,  1863. 

The  following  rules,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  gov- 
ern the  introduction  of  sutlers'  goods  into  this  army: 

1.  A  regiment  of  cavalry  will  leave  Warrenton  Junction  on 
Thursday  of  each  week,  at  9  a.  m.,  for  Washington  or  its  vicinity, 
to  return  on  the  following  Monday  at  the  same  hour,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  such  sutlers'  goods  as  may  be  rightfully  brought 
to  this  army. 

2.  Any  sutler  desiring  to  avail  himself  of  the  privileges  herein 
afforded  will  furnish  the  provost-marshal-general  with  an  invoice 
of  the  goods  he  wishes  to  procure  and  the  number  of  wagons  neces- 
sary to  transport  them.  Said  invoice,  if  in  accordance  with  regula- 
tions, and  if  approved  by  said  officer,  shall,  when  presented  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  said  escort,  be  sufficient  authority  for  said 
sutler  to  join  the  train  with  the  number  of  wagons  specified.  On 
arriving  at  the  point  of  destination,  the  same  invoice  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army,  for  permission  to 
load  and  remove  the  goods  entered  therein,  from  the  city,  and,  with 
such  permission,  shall  entitle  the  owner  to  the  protection  of  the  escort 
on  his  return. 

3.  Sutlers'  agents  will  be  permitted  to  represent  their  employers 
on  presenting  their  certificates  of  office,  accompanied  by  written 
evidence  of  agency.  No  certificate  will  hereafter  be  issued  except 
the  sutler  elected  under  the  law  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

4.  On  and  after  the  publication  of  this  order,  should  any  sutler 
attempt  to  transport  property  to  Washington,  or  goods  from  Wash- 
ington to  this  army,  in  any  other  mode  thaii  is  herein  prescribed,  said 
property  and  goods  shall  be  seized  and  held  subject  to  confiscation. 

5.  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  any  change  in  the  time  or  place  of 
departure  of  the  escort,  both  of  which  must  depend  upon  the  move- 
ments of  the  army. 

6.  The  commander  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  will  from  time  to  time 
furnish  the  cavalry  escort  herein  provided  for. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 

August  20,  1863—1.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Headqu/irters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability  and  reliability  has  rid- 
den into  town  to  report  information  just  received  from  Fredericks- 
burg by  two  men  from  that  j)lace,  one  a  Unionist,  the  other  a  seces- 
sionist. These  men  agree  in  reporting  Lee's  army  very  much  dis- 
organized ;  has  received  no  re-enforcements ;  has  lost  largely  by 
desertion,  and  that  he  will  not  make  a  stand  this  side  of  Richmond, 
and  is  even  now  preparing  to  retreat.  This  is  his  object  in  maneu- 
vering to  his  right,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENEY  H.   LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  11.  S  August  20,  1803. 

The  district  of  country  including  the  counties  of  Berks,  Schuyl- 
kill, Lehigh,  NoriJaampton,  Carbon,  Monroe,  Luzerne,  and  Colum- 
bia is  placed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  S.igel ;  headquar- 
ters at  Reading. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch : 

JNO.  S.   SCHULTZE, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Fa.,  August  20,  1863. 
Capt.  F.  A.  RovFE, 

Ninety-ninth  New  Yorh  Volunteers: 

You  will  continue  in  command  of  the  army  gunboat  West  End, 
and  your  especial  duties  will  be  to  carry  out  special  orders  of  Au- 
gust ] ,  inclosed.  *  You  will  destroy  or  seize  all  boats  upon  the  West- 
ern Branch,  prevent  any  and  all  persons  from  passing  the  same. 
Any  refugees  or  deserters  or  contrabands  that  may  come  to  you,  you 
will  bring  to  headquarters,  advising  the  first  named  that  under  no 
circumstances  will  they  be  permitted  to  recross  the  line,  and  that 
they  will  be  sent  to  Baltimore  or  farther  north. 

Report  in  person  once  a  week  at  these  headquarters  and  as  much 
oftener  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  convey  information.  A  gun- 
boat will  co-operate  with  you,  and  prevent  all  boats  from  approach- 
ing or  leaving  the  shore  from  the  mouth  of  Western  Branch  to  Pig 
Point.  Allow  no  person  to  pass  the  creek.  Any  pass  granted  by 
me  will  be  required  to  report  on  board  your  vessel.  So  dispose  of 
your  vessel  and  boats  as  to  effectually  prevent  the  entrance  or  cross- 
ing of  the  Western  Branch  either  by  day  or  night. 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

*  See  p.  58. 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General:  Your  private  communication  touching  the  flag  of  truce 
and  the  attack  upon  the  Gaston  House,  has  just  reached  me.  These 
affairs  occurred  prior  to  my  arrival,  and  I  presumed  that  General . 
Falmer  had  brought  them  to  the  notice  of  the  naval  authorities. 
Admiral  Lee  is  here,  but  has  not  called  upon  me,  as  is  his  duty, 
which  probably  results  from  a  short  but  plain  correspondence  I  had 
with  him  while  at  Suffolk,  upon  official  matters.  Your  letter  will  be 
presented  to  him  at  once,  as  it  embodies  all  that  is  necessary,  and  in 
better  language,  &c.,  than  I  could  present  the  subject  for  his  consid- 
eration. General  Palmer  will  be  called  upon  for  a  report,  with  the 
correspondence,  &c. 

No  mail  matter  has  been  received  since  I  left  Old  Point.  If  the 
quartermaster  would  send  to  the  Norfolk  and  Old  Point  postmasters 
tor  mail,  when  about  to  send  a  boat  to  New  Berne,  many  would  be 
obliged.  •' 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
„  .    ^  New  Berne,  N.   C,  August  30,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

General:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
assumed  command  on  the  14th  instant  of  the  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps  serving  in  North  Carolina.  On  the  15th  instant,  in  company 
with  General  Palmer,  I  commenced  an  inspection  of  this  important 
command,  more  especially  with  respect  to  the  general  system  of  de- 
fenses. 

Pamlico  District.— At  Washington  I  examined  the  old  and  new 
lines,  both  of  which  are  well  arranged.  The  second  or  interior  line 
has  many  advantages  over  the  exterior,  especially  in  its  command 
and  the  requiring  of  a  lesser  force  for  its  defense. "  Some  guns  should 
be  added,  and  some  slashing  done  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
artillerists  against  riflemen. 

In  this  connection  I  will  observe,  that  on  the  14th  the  cavalry  out- 
post, 1  corporal  and  4  men,  were  surprised.  The  corporal,  2  men,  4 
horses,  and  the  equipments  were  captured. 

The  cavalry  company  at  Washington  is  small  and  ineffilcieut.  It 
seems  proper  to  make  a  change.  Really,  another  company  ought  to 
be  sent  there;  a  good  field  officer  to  take  charge  of  both. 

General  Palmer,  General  Heckman,  and  others,  urge  Colonel 
Amory,  or  some  new  commander,  for  that  place.  But  in  view  of 
your  observations  on  this  point,  I  shall  defer  any  change  until  I  see 
you.     Colonel  Amory  has  been  relieved  by  General  Heckman. 

Albemarle  District.—The  line  of  works  at  Plymouth  is  what  is 
demanded  for  that  place.  The  area  of  open  land  is  so  small  that 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops  will  be  much  promoted  by  a 
general  felling  of  timber  in  front  of  the  iutreuchments. 
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On  learning  that  you  had  given  directions  for  colored  troops  to 
occupy  Elizabeth  City>  Jonesburg,  Canal  Bridge,  and  South  Mills, 
I  at  once  gave  the  proper  orders  for  the  transportation,  and  sent  Lieu- 
tenant King,  engineer  officer  to  General  Wessells,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  any  light  works  that  might  be  deemed  necessary.  In 
case  you  place  the  counties  north  of  the  sound  under  command  of 
General  Naglee,  as  I  suggested,  the  troops  of  General  Wessells  can 
be  withdrawn. 

My  stay  at  Hatteras  Inlet  was  short,  but  I  was  well  repaid  by  the 
excellent  state  of  things  under  Captain  Allen.  The  general  health 
of  the  command  is  very  gratifying. 

Defenses  of  New  Berne. — The  system  comprised  under  this  head 
is  extensive,  very  complete,  and  admirably  arranged.  Any  serious 
operations  against  New  Berne  would  involve  the  attempt  to  seize 
the  works  on  south  side  of  Trent  River.  The  forests  along  the 
Trent  must  be  cut  away  before  the  ranges  and  power  of  the  works 
can  be  fully  developed.  When  the  timber  is  cleared  there  will  be  a 
heavy  interchange  of  fire,  between  the  works  divided  by  the  Trent. 
I  am,  very  respectf iiUy, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  21, 1863—9  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  deems  it  not  advisable  to  transfer 
the  brigade  of  Gregg  to  Gainesville,  but  in  view  of  the  information 
received  last  night  indicating  an  abandonment  of  the  design  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  of  aforward  movement  on  our  left  flank,  and  of 
some  movement  on  his  part  toward  his  center,  the  major-general 
commanding  desires  that  you  dispose  of  your  cavalry  now  on  the 
right  flank  (Gregg's  division)  so  as  to  obtain  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  any  change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy's,  troops  or  movement  to 
turn  our  right  flank  by  a  route  between  us  and  the  mountains,  or  by 
the  way  of  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  or  to  make  a  raid  by  either 
of  these  general  routes. 

The  dispositions  on  our  left  flank  render  that  as  secure  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  it. 


Very  respectfully. 


A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


August  21,  1863—10  a.  m. 

(Received  12.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg 
and  United  States  Ford  seem  to  have  changed  yesterday.  My  cav- 
alry reported  the  enemy's  pickets  opposite  Falmouth  as  being  mate- 
riallv  reduced  in  numbers  and  the  men  very  quiet,  refusing  to  talk. 
At  the  same  time  clouds  of  dust  of  considerable  length  were  noticed 
on  the  roads  leading  south  from  Fredericksburg.  A  large  force  of 
cavalry,  which  had  been  near  United  States  Ford,  were  believed  to 
have  moved  up  the  river.     Whether  these  different  movements  are 
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due  to  an  abandonment  of  the  proposed  or  suspected  movements  on 
my  left  flank,  or  whether  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
was  in  reality  only  a  demonstration  to  draw  mo  down  to  Falmouth,  ^ 
or  whether  they  ascertained  that  I  was  apprised  of  it  and  prepared, 
are  all  questions  the  future  only  can  solve. 

From  scouts  and  other  sources  it  is  reported  that  a  body  of  cav- 
alry have  gone  into  the  valley  with  a  view  to  turning  my  right  flank. 
My  own  idea  is  that  Lee  is  puzzled  to  account  for  my  inaction.  The 
Richmond  journals  of  the  19th  positively  assert  I  am  falling  back, 
object  unknown.  Deserters  say  they  believe  I  am  about  transferring 
my  army  to  the  Peninsula,  but  our  own  journals,  I  regret  to  see, 
state  that  I  am  falling  back.  Under  this  conviction  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  Lee  may  make  some  demonstration  to  ascertain  whether  I  am 
or  am  not  falling  back,  and  if  he  believes  I  have  been  materially 
weakened  (and  he  only  has  to  read  our  journals  to  come  to  that  cdn- 
clusion),  he  may  attempt  to  compel  me  to  retire  by  turning  one  of 
my  flanks. 

I  shall  endeavor,  by  the  disposition  of  my  cavalry,  to  be  apprised 
at  the  earliest  moment  of  any  such  movement.  The  necessity  of 
employing  my  cavalry  on  both  flanks  and  watching  my  rear,  at  such 
distances  from  depots  and  supplies,  causes  the  service  to'  be  as  hard 
upon  this  branch  of  the  army  as  when  in  active  operations.  I  have 
therefore  to  hope  that  every  effort  will  be  continued,  as  I  know  here- 
tofore has  been  exerted,  to  keep  my  cavalry  up  to  the  maximum 
standard. 

I  attach  no  importance  to  the  report,  by  Harper's  Ferry,  that  Lee 
is  concentrating  at  Fredericksburg  pi-eparatory  to  falling  back  on 
Richmond.  I  do  not  believe  he  will  fall  back  until  I  advance,  unless 
he  really  believes  I  am  transferring  to  the  Peninsula,  when,  of  course, 
he  will  endeavor  to  get  there  in  advance,  and  this  may  be  the  cause 
of  the  movement  reported  yesterday  as  being  south  of  Fredericks- 
burg. I  shall  await  events  in  my  present  position  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August  21,  1863. 

(Received  3.10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief: 

Can  you  not  let  mo  have  the  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  Resei'ves 
left  at  Alexandria?  It  seems  a  pity  to  break  up  an  organization 
which  has  gained  so  much  prestige,  and  they  are  very  anxious  to  be 
reunited. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  21,  1863. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps: 
There  is  every  indication  that  the  enemy  is  in  large  force  in  and 
above  Fredericksburg.     The  smoke  of  their  camp  fires  can  be  seen 
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along  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  telegraph  line  is  completed  to 
these  headquarters  and  awaits  an  operator.  A  scouting  party  from 
my  command  surprised  a  camp  of  guerrillas  last  night,  numbering 
about  13  men.  In  tlie  darkness  they  succeeded  in  escaping.  We 
recaptured  1  man,  2  negroes,  and  3  horses. 

These  guerrillas  number  about  50  men,  including  scouts,  citizens, 
and  soldiers.  They  have  furnished  accurate  information  of  our 
movements  to  the  enemy.  One  hundred  men  of  my  command  are 
now  in  pursuit  and  must  capture  them.  I  shall  arrest  all  citizens  who 
assist  these  men  or  know  of  their  whereabouts.  I  am  compelled  to 
do  this  to  secure  my  telegraph  line  and  communication.  All  is  quiet 
along  my  line.  The  enemy's  pickets  and  stragglers  at  Fredericks- 
burg number  upward  of  1,000  men. 

I  forward  four  Richmond  papers,  of  different  dates,  received  from 
my  pickets. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


August  31,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
A  scout  who  was  captured  by  a  guerrilla  party  on  the  road  to 
Hartwood  Church  from  Warrenton,  and  has  just  escaped,  reports 
that  there  is  a  Lieutenant  Embrey,  whose  mother  lives  near  Morris- 
ville,  whose  house  is  frequented  by  the  ofl&cers  of  our  army;  that 
their  conversations  he  overhears,  and  that  he  gets  newspapers  there 
that  are  left  with  his  mother  by  our  ofBcers,  and  that  a  colonel, 
particularly,  leaves  newspapers  there  daily. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hartwood  Church,  August  21,  1863. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Custer  reports  that  a  large  body  of  troops  have  been 
moving  since  3  p.  m.  in  a  southeasterly  direction  opposite  Falmouth, 
and  large  trains  are  moving  along  the  line  of  railroad  south  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. A  signal  flag  wds  seen  3  miles  south  of  Fredericksburg 
at  5  p.  m.  to-day. 

J.  KILPATRICK,      . 
Brigadier- General,  Comnnanding  Division. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  83.  S  August  31,  1863. 

The  duties  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of  this  army  are  both  adminis- 
trative and  executive  ;  he  is  responsible  for  the  condition  of  all  the 
artillery,  wherever  serving,  respecting  which  he  will  keep  the  com- 
manding general  fully  informed. 


Chip.  ILL]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  85 

Through  him  tho  commanding,  general  of  the  army  will  take  the 
proper  steps  to  insure  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery  for  movement 
and  action,  audits  proper  employment  in  battle. 

All  artillery  not  attached  to  other  troops  will  be  commanded  by 
the  chief  of  artillery.  He  will,  both  personally  and  through  his  staff, 
maintain  a  constant  supervision  and  inspection  over  the  personnel 
and  materiel  of  the  artillery  of  the  army,  and  give  the  orders  neces- 
sary to  insure  the  instruction  of  the  former  and  the  completeness  of 
the  latter,  as  well  as  the  discipline  of  the  artillery  not  attached  to 
other  troops. 

In  battle,  he  will,  under  the  instructions  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  distribute  and  place  in  position  the  reserve  artillery, 
and,  when  so  directed,  select  positions  for  the  batteries  attached  to 
troops,  conveying  to  the  commander  of  the  troops  the  directions  of 
the  commanding  general. 

He  will  give  such  directions  as  are  necessary  to  secure  the  proper 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  to  furnish  it  promptly  to  the* batteries 
when  in  action. 

He  will  give  no  orders  that  would  interfere  with  the  military  con- 
trol exercised  by  the  commander  of  a  corps  or  division  over  the  bat- 
teries attached  to  their  troops,  nor  will  he  withdraw  batteries  frdm 
a  corps  or  transfer  them  from  one  corps  to  another,  unless  directed 
to  do  so  by  the  general  commanding  the  army. 

Commandants  of  the  artillery  attached  to  troops  will  be  responsi- 
ble to  the  chief  of  artillery  for  the  condition  and  efficiency  of  their 
battei'ies,  so  far  as  relates  to  equipments,  supplies,  and  instruction, 
and  will  be  governed  with  respect  to  orders  received  from  him  by 
Paragraph  489,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  18G1. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  83.  )  August  21,  1863, 

In  order  that  the  amount  of  transportation  in  this  army  shall  i  ot 
in  any  instance  exceed  the  maximum  allowance  prescribed  in  Gun- 
eral  Orders,  No.  274,  of  August  7,  18G3,  from  the  War  Department, 
and  to  further  modify  and  reduce  baggage  and  supply  trains,  hereto- 
fore authorized,  the  following  allowances  are  established  and  will  be 
strictly  conformed  to,  viz  : 

1.  The  following  is  the  maximum  amount  of  transportation  to  be 
allowed  to  this  army  in  the  field  : 

To  the  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  3  wagons  or  8  pack  mules. 

To  the  headquarters  of  a  division  or  brigade,  1  wagon  or  5  pack 
mules. 

To  every  3  company  officers,  when  detached  or  serving  without 
wagons,  1  pack  mule. 

To  every  12  company  officers,  when  detached,  1  wagon  or  4  pack 
mules. 

To  every  2  staff  officers  not  attached  to  any  headquarters,  1  pack 
mule. 

To  every  10  staff  officers  serving  similarly,  1  wagon  or  4  pack 
mules. 

The  above  will  include  transportation  for  all  personal  baggage, 
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mess  chests,  cooking  utensils,  desks,  papers,  &c.  The  weight  of 
officers'  baggage  in  the  field,  specified  in  the  Army  Eegulations,  will 
be  reduced  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  foregoing  schedule.  All  ex- 
cess of  transportation  now  with  army  corps,  divisions,  brigades,  and 
regiments,  or  batteries,  over  the  allowances  herein  prescribed,  will 
be  immediately  turned  in  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  to  be 
used  in  the  trains. 

Commanding  officers  of  corps,  divisions,  &c.,  will  immediately 
cause  inspections  to  be  made,  and  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
strict  execution  of  this  order. 

Commissary  stores  and  forage  will  be  transported  by  the  trains. 
Where  these  are  not  convenient  of  access,  and  where  troops  act  in 
detachments,  the  quartermaster's  department  will  assign  wagons  or 
pack  animals  for  that  puri)ose ;  but  the  baggage  of  officers,  or  of 
troops,  or  camp  equipage,  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  carried  in  the 
wagons  or  on  the  pack  animals  so  assigned. 

The  assignment  for  transportation  for  ammunition,  hospital  stores, 
subsistence,  and  forage  will  be  made  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
ordered  to  be  carried.  The  number  of  wagons  is  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed. 

f  he  allowance  of  spring  wagons  and  saddle  horses  for  contingent 
wants,  and  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  will  remain  as  estab- 
lished by  circular,  dated  July  17,  1863. 

2.  For  each  full  regiment  of  infantry  apd  cavalry,  of  1,000  men, 
for  baggage,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  6  wagons. 

For  each  regiment  or  infantry  less  than  700  men  and  more  than 
500  men,  5  wagons. 

For  each  regiment  of  infantry  less  than  500  men  and  more  than 
300  men,  4  wagons. 

For  each  regiment  of  infantry  less  than  300  men,  3  wagons. 

3.  For  each  battery  of  four  and  six  guns — for  personal  baggage, 
mess  chests,  cooking  utensils,  desks,  papers,  &c.,  1  and  2  wagons 
respectively. 

For  ammunition  trains  the  number  of  wagons  will  be  determined 
and  assigned  upon  the  following  rules  : 

First.  Multiply  each  13-pounder  gun  by  122  and  divide  by  112. 

Second.  Multiply  each  rifle  gun  by  50  and  divide  by  140. 

Third.  For  each  20-pounder  gun,  1-^  wagons. 

Fourth.  For  each  siege  gun,  2i  wagons. 

Fifth.  For  the  general  supply  train  of  reserve  ammunition  of  20 
rounds  to  each  gun  in  the  army,  to  be  kept  habitually  with  the  Artil- 
lery Reserve,  54  wagons. 

For  each  battery,  to  carry  its  proportion  of  subsistence,  forage, 
&c. ,  2  wagons. 

4.  The  supply  train  for  forage,  subsistence,  quartermaster's  stores, 
&c.,  to  each  1,000  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  7  wagons. 

To  every  1,000  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  small-arms  ammu- 
nition, 5  wagons. 

To  each  1,500  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  hospital  supplies,  3 
'wagons. 

To  each  army  corps,  except  the  cavalry,  for  intrenching  tools, 
&c.,  6  wagons. 

To  each  corps  headquarters  for  the  carrying  of  subsistence,  forage, 
and  other  stores  not  provided  for  herein,  3  wagons. 

To  each  division  headquarters  for  similar  purpose  as  above,  2 
wagons. 
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To  each  brigade  headquarters  for  similar  purpose  as  above,  1 

wagon. 
To  each  brigade,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  commissary  stores  for 

sales  to  officers,  1  wagon. 
To  each  division,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  hauling  forage  for 

ambulance  animals,  portable  forges,  &c.,  1  wagon. 
To  each  division,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  carrying  armorers' 

tools,  parts  of  muskets,  extra  arms  and  accouterments,  1  wagon. 
It  is  expected  that  each  ambulance  and  each  wagon,  whether  in 

the  baggage,  supply,  or  ammunition  train,  will  carry  the  necessary 

forage  for  its  own  team- 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  21,  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris: 

Send  immediately  a  report  of  the  numbers  and  stations  of  troops 
in  the  Middle  Department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  21,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Reports  from  General  Meade  indicate  that  a  part  of  Lee's  force 
has  moved  toward  Richmond.  This  may  be  a  mere  feint,  or  he 
may  intend  to  trouble  you.  I  send  this  merely  to  piit  you  on  your 
guard. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  21,  1863. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

Your  telegram  of  to-day  is  received,  and  the  necessary  precautions 
are  taken.  Deserters  that  came  into  Yorktown  to-day  report  very 
few  troops  at  Richmond,  but  extensive  new  breastworks  being  con- 
structed there.  The  telegraph  wire  between  Yorktown  and  Will- 
iamsburg was  cut  in  three  places  yesterday,  which  is  an  unusual 
occurrence. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


FoKT  Monroe, 
August  21,  1863—5  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Wistar,  Yorlctoivn: 

Reports  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  indicate  that  a  part  of 
Lee's  force  has  moved  on  Richmond.     Look  out  sharply,  lest  this 
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force  como  doAvn  on  you  suddenly  to  give  you  a  trial  of  strength. 
Have  you  any  recent  news  from  beyond  your  advance  at  Williams- 
burg ?  If  not,  send  out  and  try  to  find  out  something,  and  put  your 
outposts  on  their  guard. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


[August  21,  1863.] 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Naglee, 

Commanding  District  of  Virginia: 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Halleck  in  which  he 
says: 

Reports  from  General  Meade  indicate  that  a  part  of  Lee's  force  has  moved  toward 
Richmond.    This  may  be  a  mere  feint,  or  he  may  intend  to  trouble  you. 

Please  to  have  things  put  in  order  in  case  Lee  should  make  a 
move  in  this  direction. 

I  would  suggest  the  moving  of  the  Mounted  Rifles  up  the  Penin- 
sula to  Williamsburg,  to  scout  and  obtain  information,  and  also  the 
sending  of  Spear's  cavalry  out  toward  or  beyond  the  Blackwater  for 
the  same  purpose. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  8.  f  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  21,  1863. 

The  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  is  hereby  divided 
into  two  districts  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  commanded,  re- 
spectively, by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck  and  by  Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Naglee. 

All  reports,  returns,  and  papers  for  the  action  of  the  commanding 
ofiicer  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  must  be  sent  through  the  district  com- 
manders, who  will  forward  them,  with  their  indorsement,  to  these 
headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  22,  1863—2.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Briggs  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  removal  of  all 
drafted  men  from  Alexandria  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  When 
possible.  General  Heintzelman  will  supply  guards.  When  he  cannot 
supply  them.  General  Briggs  will  send  his  requisitions  to  you.  These 
escorts  will  serve  as  guards  to  the  trains. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Hdqes.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  22,  1863—8  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick, 

Comdg.  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Hartwood  Church : 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  telegraph  sent  to  you  at  10. 30  p.  m.  last  night, 
with  request  to  answer.     I  fear  you  have  not  received  it: 

The  major-general  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  wishes  to  know  upon  what 
road  the  ta-oops  opposite  Falmouth  were  moving,  and  upon  what  road  the  trains 
were  moving  south  of  Fredericksburg. 

Please  answer. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  22,  18G3— 8.30  a.  m.     (Received  9  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  Nothing  from  General  Kilpatrick  this  morning  as  yet. 
General  Gregg  reports  all  quiet  and  no  changes.     General  Merritt 
reports  that  there  has  been  no  perceivable  change  in  front  of  Rappa- 
hannock Station — 

No  movement  indicating  withdrawal.     Their  line  continues  the  same  and  about 
the  same  strength  as  when  the  entue  division  was  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hartwood,  August  22,  1863—9  a.  m. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
The  troops  appeared  to  be  moving  on  the  Bowling  Green  road, 
the  wagons  on  the  Bowling  Green  road  and  the  telegraph  road.  '  A 
column  of  cavalry  was  moving  on  some  road  farther  south  but  par- 
allel to  the  Bowling  Green  road.  The  signal  flag  was  seen  at  5  p.  m. 
3  miles  south  of  Fredericksburg.  Three  deserters  will  reach  you  by 
noon  with  valuable  information. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  22,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps : 
_  Colonel  :  I  send  you  one  of  three  deserters,  who  came  across  our 
lines  yesterday.     He  is  very  intelligent  and  can  give  much  reliable 
information. 
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Pickett's  and  Hood's  divisions  of  infantry  are  near  Fredericks- 
burg, back  on  the  telegraph  road.  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry,  consist- 
ing of  five  Virginia  regiments  and  six  companies  of  a  Maryland 
regiment,  picket  the  river  up  to  the  junction  of  the  Rapidan  and 
Rappa'haunock,  and  Jenkins'  cavalry  picket  from  that  point  up  the 
river.  Fitzhugh  Lee's  headquarters  are  on  the  plank  road,  2  miles 
from  Fredericksburg.  The  cars  run  to  Guiney's  Station.  Maj.  Gen. 
R.  E.  Lee's  headquarters  are  at  Orange  Court-House.  Fitzhugh  Lee 
pickets  the  road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange  Court-House,  and 
the  river  from  United  States  Ford  to  Port  Convray. 
Very  respectfully, 

J..KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General,  XJomdg.   Third  Div.,  Cav.   Corps. 


Hartwood  Church, 

August  22,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  troops  seen  moving  yesterday  south  of  Fredericksburg  was  a 
force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  under  General  Hood.  He  passed  out 
on  the  Bowling  Green  road  a  few  miles,  and  thence  to  Port  Conway. 
He  had  been  informed  that  we  intended  to  cross  below  Fredericks- 
burg.    All  quiet  at  this  hour. 

J.  KILPATRICK-, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  Washington, 

Washington,  August  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  In  reply  to  .General  Meade's  telegram  of  yesterday,  re- 
ferred to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  when  the  other  two  bri- 
gades of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were  sent  to  the  front,  I  very 
reluctantly  retained  this,  as  it  is  always  objectionable  to  break  up 
an  organization  which  has  acquired  distinction.  The  number  of 
troops  in  this  department  has  been  so  much  reduced  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  spare  even  a  single  regiment  unless  immediately 
replaced  by  another.  I  can  exchange  this  brigade  for  two  full  reg- 
iments. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
August  23,  J  863— 1.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Lockwood, 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.: 

Three  or  four  good  companies  will  be  immediately  sent  from  your 
command  to  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  to  report  for  duty  to  Colonel 
Root,  as  camp  guard. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Chap.  XLI.]  OOKKESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  91 

YORKTOWN,  Va., 

August  22,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk: 
All  my  cavalry  parties  have  returned.  They  have  scoured  the 
country  on  this  side  the  Chickahominy  for  15  miles  from  Williams- 
burg. All  the  rebel  scouts  or  pickets  hitherto  permanently  kept  in 
oui  front  were  withdrawn  within  two  days  and  sent  to  Richmond. 
The  last,  13  in  number,  passed  Twelve-Mile  Ordinary  last  evening 
at  sunset,  going  to  Richmond.  This  statement  was  uniformly  made 
by  all.  I  shall  have  reliable  information  from  Richmond  within  a 
few  days  from  another  source. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Norfolk,  Va., 
August  23,  1863. 
General  Foster: 

General  Wistar  advises  me  that  all  the  rebel  cavalry  pickets  for 
15  miles  in  his  front  have  been  withdrawn  to  Richmond. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


[Fort  Monroe,  Va.,     . 
August  33,  1863]— 10.30  a.  m. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk  : 
I  leave  the  matter  to  your  judgment  and  discretion.     The  only 
objection  that  I  can  see  to  that  course  is  that  if  there  is  anything 
serious,  there  may  not  be  time  to  get  the  regiment  into  position. 
But  of  this  you  have  no  doubt  estimated  carefully. 

I  have  received  your  second  telegram,  and  will  ask  the  navy  to 
send  a  gunboat.     Is  the  General  Jesup  at  Norfolk?    If  so,  send  her 

^^'  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

■Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  |   War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  375.  )  Washington,  August  33,  1863. 

iti  :i:  *  *  *  *  * 

19.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Viele,  U.S.  Volunteers,  will  repair  at  once 
to  Camp  Cleveland,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  John 
S.  Mason,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  command  of  the  depot  for  drafted 
men  at  that  place.  Lieutenants  Field  and  Van  Winkle,  aides-de- 
camp to  General  Viele,  will  report  to  him  for  duty  at  Camp  Cleve- 
land^ 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 
No.  .370.  f  Washington,  August  22,  1863. 

******* 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  S.  Briggs,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  take  post  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  as  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  drafted  men 
from  that  place  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  will  ascertain 
from  the  Adjutant-General  the  quota  for  each  regiment,  and  will 
make  requisitions  upon  Major-General  Meade  and  Major-General 
Heintzelman  for  the  necessary  guards  to  accompany  the  drafted  men 
to  their  destination. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Halleck: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  August  23  [1863]— 8.30  a.  m. 

(Received  9.20  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  No  further  reports  from  General  Kilpatrick  since  those 
sent  you  last  evening.  General  Buford  reports  all  quiet.  General 
Gregg  reports  that  no  change  has  taken  place  in  front  of  his  pickets. 
A  scouting  party  on  the  road  from  Hay  Market  to  Aldie  encountered 
a  small  party  of  the  enemy,  fired  into  them  and  dispersed  them, 
killing  1  horse. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  23,  1803—11.30  a.  m.     (Received  1  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  General  Gregg  reports  that  scouting  parties  from  his 
brigade  near  Warrenton  went  yesterday  in  the  direction  of  Barbee's 
Cross-Roads  and  Little  Washington. 

The  party  sent  to  the  latter  point  found  the  enemy's  pickets  at 
Amissville.  Driving  these  in  between  Amissville  and  Little  Wash- 
ington, they  found  a  strong  reserve  of  the  enemy. 
'  The  party  which  went  to  Barbee's  Cross-Roads  on  their  return  was 
attacked  by  some  25  or  30  of  the  enemy  in  a  wood;  1  lieutenant,  1 
non-commissioned  officer,  and  3  of  our  men  are  missing.  This  party 
returned  by  way  of  Salem,  and  report  a  large  number  of  young, 
stout,  hearty  men  working  in  the  fields  in  that  vicinity.  Thirteen 
were  counted  in  one  field.  These  men  are  either  deserters  or  the 
enemy's  troops  gathering  the  crops.  I  have  directed  General  Gregg 
to  send  out  a  regiment  to  find  out  who  these  men  are,  and  also  to  see 
if  the  enemy  has  anything  more  than  a  picket  line  toward  Little 
Washington. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-  Gen  eral,  Com,manding. 
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August  2,3,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  Gregg's  division  of 
cavalry  resume  its  former  position  and  picket  lines  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Hedgeman  River  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so.  Sufficient 
force  should  be  left  on  this  side  of  Hedgeman  River  to  patrol  toward 
Manassas  Gap  and  the  region  between  that  gap  and  Thoroughfare 
Gap. 

It  is  evident  the  major-general  commanding  considers,  from  your 
report  and  from  the  Richmond  newspapers,  that  enemy's  cavalry 
are  north  of  the  Rappahannock  (Hedgeman  branch).  This  he  con- 
siders should  not  be  permitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  August  23,  1863. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Comdg.  N.  A.  Bkg.  Squadron,  Newport  News,   Va.: 

Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  I  have  just  received.  I  regret, 
Admiral,  that  your  absence  from  the  roads,  and  my  desire  to  make 
myself  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  my  new  command  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  should  have  induced  me  to  make  the  recon- 
naissance of  the  James  River  in  your  absence.  I  do  not  think  that 
"  dragging  "  would  have  avoided  an  exposure  to  the  dangers  of  the 
torpedoes.  They  were  placed  on  the  bottom  of  the  river  and  ex- 
ploded by  friction  tubes  from  the  shore.  The  clearing  the  banks  of 
the  river  of  artillery  and  musketry  I  had  no  force  adequate  to  do. 
Of  course,  admiral,  it  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  make  any 
reconnaissance  with  you  within  my  department  that  may  seem  to  be 
needed  for  the  information  of  our  respective  arms  of  the  service. 

With  regard  to  the  iron-clads  on  the  Roanoke  River,  I  sincerely 
regret  that  the  force  at  my  disposal  is  not  adequate  to  overcome  the 
resistance  I  would  meet  by  the  concentration  of  troops  from  Rich- 
mond, Petersburg,  and  North  Carolina.  Cohen  was  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Potter  on  his  recent  raid,  and  was  examined  by  him.  His  infor- 
mation appeared  meager,  and  from  all  I  know  I  cannot  think  that, 
even  if  the  gunboats  be  meant  for  offensive  movements,  they  will 
be  able  to  move  till  the  spring  freshets.  Any  military  movement 
would,  I  fear,  induce  the  enemy  to  strengthen  their  works,  and  so, 
perhaps,  block  future  movements  intended  for  farther  up. 
I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  33,  1863. 
Maj.  John  S.  Stevenson, 

Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery: 
Major:  You  will  proceed  with  the  forces  under  your  command 
on  a  reconnaissance  up  the  James  and  Chickahomiuy  Rivers.     The 
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following  objects  and  instructions  you  will  bear  in  mind :  it  has 
been  reported  that  the  enemy  were  collecting  boats  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Chickahominy,  the  purpose  not  known.  You  are  to  endeavor 
to  find  these  boats  and  destroy  them.  Obtain  any  information  you 
can  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  obey  any  orders  you 
receive  from  General  Wistar,  who  will  communicate  with  you  at 
either  Jamestown  Island  or  Barrett's  Ferry.  You  are  not  to  go 
farther  up  the  Chickahominy  than  Barrett's  Ferry  (7  miles),  or  the 
first  bluff  on  the  right-hand  side  ascending.  You  will  remain  absent 
three  days.  As  you  will  be  unsupported,  you  must  not  jeopardize 
your  boat,  or,  unnecessarily,  the  lives  of  your  men.  Should  you  fail 
to  communicate  with  General  Wistar  and  need  further  instructions, 
return  to  this  point  and  report.  These  instructions  may  be  modified, 
should  your  information  render  it  necessary. 

Relying,  major,  on  your  judgment,  zeal,  and  intelligence,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  by  order  of  Major-General  Foster,  very  respect- 
fully, yours, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[P.  S.] — The  steamer  C.  P.  Smith,  with  three  guns  (one  rifle  and 
two  howitzers),  3  commissioned  officers,  and  60  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  is  under,  your  orders. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 
No.  13.  J  Nev)  York,  August  23,  1863. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  East,  constituting  the  troops  of  this  command  a  divis- 
ion, they  will  be  temporarily  organized  into  brigades  as  follows: 

First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Ayres  commanding. — Second  U. 
S.  Infantry,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Sixth  U. 
S.  Infantry,  Seventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  Tenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Eleventh 
U.  S.  Infantry,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry, 
Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New 
York,  Second  Vermont,  Third  Vermont,  Fourth  Vermont,  Fifth 
Vermont,  Sixth  Vermont,  Fourteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  Eigh- 
teenth New  York  Cavalry,  and  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery. 

Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Buger  commanding. — 
Fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  Fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  Seventh  Ohio  Infantry, 
Eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  Sixty-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  Fourteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana 
Infantry,  Third  Michigan  Infantry,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  Sev- 
enth Michigan  Infantry,  Second  Massachusetts,  Third  Wisconsin, 
First  Minnesota,  and  Second  Connecticut  Battery. 

The  garrison  of  the  forts  in  the  harbor,  the  guards  at  Davids 
Island  and  Riker's  Island,  Battery  C,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  the 
First  Delaware  Battery  will  not  be  brigaded,  and  their  commands 
will  report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 

The  original  organizations  of  the  troops  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the  temporary  service  upon 
which  they  are  now  engaged  has  terminated. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Can  by : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.   - 
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YoRKTOWN,  August  24,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk  : 
My  object  in  landing  infantry  at  Wilson's  Wharf,  near  Charles 
City,  was  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  Wise's  command,  which  is 
mainly  at  Drewry's  Bluff,  and  by  diversion  to  prevent  his  crossing 
the  lower  Chickahominy  in  Onderdonk's  rear.  I  submit  it  to  your 
consideration,  but  will  not  do  it  without  further  orders  from  you. 
One-third  of  Wise's  men  would  surely  desert  if  a  chance  offered. 
Two  of  his  regiments  are  from  this  vicinity,  and  already  well  repre- 
sented in  our  lines  by  deserters. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Norfolk,  August  24, 1863. 
General  Wistar, 

Yorktoivn  : 
We  are  fully  informed  of  Wise's  command.     There  is  no  fear  of 
Wise  with  800  infantry  making  any  attempt  to  capture  Onderdonk's 
cavalry. 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  85.  j      •  August  24, 1863. 

The  following  revised  regulations  for  the  organization  of  the  am- 
bulance corps  and  the  management  of  the  ambulance  trains  are 
published  for  the  government  of  all  concerned,  and  will  be  strictly 
observed: 

1.  The  army  corps  is  the  unit  of  organization  for  the  ambulance 
corps,  and  the  latter  will  be  organized  upon  the  basis  of  captain  as 
the  commandant  of  the  corps,  one  first  lieutenant  for  each  division, 
one  second  lieutenant  for  each  brigade,  one  sergeant  for  each  regi- 
ment. 

2.  The  privates  of  this  corps  will  consist  of  two  men  and  one 
driver  to  each  ambulance  and  one  driver  to  each  medicine  wagon. 

3.  The  two-horse  ambulances  only  will  be  used,  and  the  allowance, 
until  further  orders,  to  each  corps  will  be  upon  the  basis  of  three  to 
each  regiment  of  infantry,  two  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  one  to 
each  battery  of  artillery,  to  which  it  will  be  permantly  attached, 
and  two  to  the  headquarters  of  each  army  corps,  and  two  army 
wagons  to  each  division.  Each  ambulance  will  be  provided  with 
two  stretchers. 

4.  The  captain  is  the  commander  of  all  the  ambulances,  medicine 
and  other  wagons  in  the  corps,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
medical  director  of  the  army  corps  to  which  the  ambulance  corps 
belongs.  He  will  pay  special  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  am- 
bulances, wagons,  horses,  harness,  &c.,  and  see  that  they  are  at  all 
times  in  readiness  for  service;  that  the  ofiftcers  and  men  are  properly 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  that  these  duties  are  performed,  and 
that  the  regulations  for  the  corps  are  strictly  adhered  to  by  those  un- 
der his  command.     He  will  institute  a  drill  in  his  corps,  instructing 
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his  men  in  the  most  easy  and  expeditions  method  of  putting  men  in 
and  taking  them  out  of  the  ambulances,  lifting  them  from  the  ground, 
and  placing  and  carrying  them  on  stretchers,  in  the  latter  case  ob- 
ser\ang  that  the  front  man  steps  off  with  the  left  foot  and  the  rear 
man  with  the  right,  &c. ;  that  in  all  cases  his  men  treat  the  sick  and 
wounded  with  gentleness  and  care  ;  that  the  ambulances  and  wagons 
are  at  all  times  provided  with  attendants,  drivers,  horses,  &c.  ;  that 
the  vessels  for  carrying  water  are  constantly  kept  clean  and  filled 
with  fresh  water  ;  that  the  ambulances  are  not  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  are  designed  and  ordered.  Pre- 
vious to  a  march,  he  will  receive  from  the  medical  director  of  the 
army  corps  his  orders  for  the  distribution  of  the  ambulances  for 
gathering  up  the  sick  and  wounded  previous  to  and  in  time  of  ac- 
tion ;  he  wiU  receive  orders  from  the  same  ofiBcer  where  to  send  his 
ambulances,  and  to  what  point  the  wounded  are  to  be  carried. 

He  will  give  his  personal  attention  to  the  removal  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  from  the  field  in  time  of  action,  going  from  place  to  place 
to  ascertain  what  may  be  wanted  ;  to  see  that  his  subordinates  (for 
whose  conduct  he  will  be  responsible)  attend  faithfully  to  their  duties 
in  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  removing  them  as  qiuckly  as 
may  be  found  consistent  with  their  safety  to  the  field  hospital,  and 
see  that  the  ambulances  reach  their  destination.  After  every  bat- 
tle he  will  make  a  report  in  detail  of  the  operations  of  his  corps  to 
the  medical  director  of  the  army  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  who 
will  transmit  a  copy,  with  such  remarks  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to 
the  medical  director  of  this  army.  He  will  give  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  removal  of  sick  when  they  are  required  to  be  sent  to 
general  hospitals,  or  to  such  other  points  as-may  be  ordered. 

He  will  make  a  personal  inspection  at  least  once  a  month  of 
everything  pertaining  to  the  ambulance  corps,  a  report  of  which  will 
be  made  to  the  medical  director  of  the  corps,  who  will  transmit  a 
copy  to  the  medical  director  of  this  army.  This  inspection  will  be 
minute  and  made  with  care,  and  will  not  supersede  the  constant 
supervision  which  he  must  at  all  times  exercise  over  his  corps.  He 
will  also  make  a  weekly  report,  according  to  the  prescribed  form,  to 
the  same  officer,  who  will  forward  a  copy  to  the  medical  director  of 
this  army. 

5.  The  first  lieutenant  assigned  to  the  ambulance  corps  for  a  divis- 
ion will  have  complete  control,  under  the  captain  of  his  corps  and 
the  medical  director  of  the  army  corps,  of  all  the  ambulances,  medi- 
cine and  other  wagons,  horses,  "&c.,  and  men  in  that  portion  of  the 
ambulance  corps.  He  will  be  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster  for 
that  portion  of  the  corps,  and  will  receipt  for  and  be  responsible  for 
all  the  property  belonging  to  it,  and  be  held  resj)onsible  for  any 
deficiency  in  anything  appertaining  thereto.  He  will  have  a  travel- 
ing cavalry  forge,  a  blacksmith,  and  a  saddler,  who  will  be  under  his 
orders,  to  enable  him  to  keep  his  train  in  order.  His  supplies  will 
be  drawn  from  the  depot  quartermaster  upon  requisitions  approved 
by  the  captain  of  his  corps  and  the  commander  of  the  army  corps 
to  which  he  is  attached.  He  will  exercise  a  constant  supervision 
over  his  train  in  every  particular,  and  keep  it  at  all  times  ready  for 
service.  Especially  before  a  battle  will  he  be  careful  that  everything 
be  in  order.  The  responsible  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  time  of 
action  render  it  necessary  that  he  be  active  and  vigilant  and  spare 
no  labor  in  their  execution.  He  will  make  reports  to  the  captain 
of  the  corps,  upon  the  forms  prescribed,  every  Saturday  morning. 
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6.  The  second  lieutenant  will  have  command  of  the  portion  of  the 
ambulance  corps  for  a  brigade,  and  will  be  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  the  commander  of  the  ambulances  for  a  division,  and  the 
injunctions  in  regard  to  care  and  attention  and  supervision  pre- 
scribed for  the  commander  of  the  division  he  will  exercise  in  that 
portion  under  his  command. 

7.  The  sergeant  will  conduct  the  drills,  inspections,  &c. ,  under  the 
orders  and  supervision  of  the  commander  of  the  ambulances  for  a 
brigade,  be  particular  in  enforcing  all  orders  he  may  receive  from 
his  superior  officer,  and  that  the  men  are  attentive  to  their  duties. 

The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  will  be  mounted.  The 
non-commissioned  officers  will  be  armed  with  revolvers. 

8.  Two  medical  officers  and  two  hospital  stewards  will  be  detailed 
daily,  by  roster,  by  the  surgeon-in-chief  of  division,  to  accompany  the 
ambulances  for  the  division  when  on  the  march,  whose  duties  will 
be  to  attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded  with  the  ambulances,  and  see 
that  they  are  properly  cared  for.  No  man  will  be  permitted  by  any 
line  officer  to  fall  to  the  rear  to  ride  in  the  ambulances  unless  he  has 
written  permission  from  the  senior  medical  officer  of  his  regiment 
to  do  so.  These  passes  will  be  carefully  preserved,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  march  be  transmitted,  by  the  senior  medical  officer  with  the 
train,  with  such  remarks  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  the  surgeon-in- 
chief  of  his  division.  A  man  who  is  sick  or  wounded,  who  requires 
to  be  carried  in  an  ambulance,  will  not  be  rejected  should  he  not 
have  the  permission  required;  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment  who  has 
neglected  to  give  it  will  be  reported  at  the  close  of  the  march,  by 
the  senior  surgeon  with  the  train,  to  the  surgeon-in-chief  of  his 
division. 

When  on  the  march,  one-half  of  the  privates  of  the  ambulance 
corps  will  accompany,  on  foot,  the  ambulances  to  which  they  belong, 
to  render  such  assistance  as  may  be  required.  The  remainder  will 
march  in  the'rear  of  their  respective  commands,  to  conduct,  under 
the  order  of  the  medical  officer,  such  men  as  may  be  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  ambulances,  or  who  may  be  incapable  of  taking  proper 
care  of  themselves  until  the  ambulances  come  up.  When  the  case 
is  of  so  serious  a  nature  as  to  require  it,  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment, 
or  his  assistant,  will  remain  and  deliver  the  man  to  one  of  the  medi- 
cal officers  with  the  ambulances.  At  all  other  times  the  privates  will 
be  with  their  respective  trains.  The  medicine  wagons  will,  on  the 
march,  be  in  their  proper  places,  in  the  rear  of  the  ambulances  for 
each  brigade.  Upon  ordinary  marches,  the  ambulances  and  wagons 
belonging  to  the  train  will  follow  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the 
division  to  which  they  are  attached.  Officers  connected  with  the 
corps  must  be  with  the  train  when  on  the  march,  observing  that  no 
one  rides  in  any  of  the  ambulances  except  by  the  authority  of  the 
medical  officers.  Every  necessary  facility  for  taking  care  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  upon  the  march  will  be  afforded  the  medical 
officers  by  the  officers  of  the  ambulance  corps. 

9.  When  in  camp,  the  ambulances  will  be  parked  by  divisions.  The 
regular  roll-calls,  reveille,  retreat,  and  tattoo  will  be  held,  at  which 
at  least  one  commissioned  officer  will  be  present  and  receive  the 
reports.  Stable  duty  will  be  at  hours  fixed  by  the  captain  of  the 
corps,  and  at  this  time,  while  the  drivers  are  in  attendance  upon 
their  animals,  the  privates  will  be  employed  in  keeping  the  ambu- 
lances to  which  they  belong  in  order,  keeping  the  vessels  for  carry- 
ing water  filled  with  fresh  water,  and  in  general  police  duties.    Should 
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it  become  necessary  for  a  regimental  medical  officer  to  use  one  or 
more  ambulances  for  transporting  sick  and  wounded,  lie  will  make 
a  requisition  upon  the  commander  of  the  ambulances  for  a  division, 
who  will  comply  with  the  requisition.  In  all  cases  when  ambulances 
are  used,  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  men  belong- 
ing to  them  will  accompany  them ;  should  one  ambulance  only  be 
required,  h  non-commissioned  officer,  as  well  as  the  men  belonging  to 
it,  will  accompany  it.  The  officers  of  the  ambulance  corps  will  see 
that  ambulances  are  not  used  for  any  other  purposes  than  that  for 
which  they  are  designed,  viz,  the  transportation  of  sick  and  wounded, 
and,  in  urgent  cases  only,  for  medical  supplies.  All  officers  are 
expressly  forbidden  to  use  them,  or  to  require  them  to  be  used,  for 
any  other  purpose.  When  ambulances  are  required  for  the  trans- 
portation of  sick  or  wounded  at  division  or  brigade  headquarters, 
they  will  be  obtained  as  they  are  needed  for  this  purpose  from  the 
division  train,  but  no  ambulances  belonging  to  this  corps  will  be 
retained  at  such  headquarters. 

10.  Good,  serviceable  horses  will  be  used  for  the  ambulances  and 
medicine  wagons,  and  will  not  be  taken  for  any  other  purpose  except 
by  orders  of  these  headquarters. 

11.  This  corps  will  be  designated :  For  sergeants,  by  a  green  band 
1^  inches  broad  around  the  cap,  and  chevrons  of  the  same  material, 
with  the  point  toward  the  shoulder,  on  each  arm  above  the  elbow. 
For  privates,  by  a  band  the  same  as  for  sergeants  around  the  ca^, 
and  a  half  chevron  of  the  same  material  on  each  arm  above  the 
elbow. 

13.  No  person  except  the  proper  medical  officers,  or  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of  this  corps,  will  be  per- 
mitted to  take  or  accompany  sick  or  wounded  to  the  rear,  either  on 
the  march  or  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

13.  No  officer  or  man  will  be  selected  for  this  service 'except  those 
who  are  active  and  efficient,- and  they  will  be  detailed  and  relieved  by 
corps  commanders  only. 

14.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  the  foregoing  regulations  are 
carried  into  efPect. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Division  Headquarters, 

C'entreville,  August  25,  1863. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,   Washington: 

The  first  information  I  received  about  the  capture  of  horses  from 
the  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry  was  from  Lieut.  Col.  H.  H.  Wells, 
provost  marshal  in  Alexandria,  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday.  He  tele- 
graphed me  that  Captain  Gillingham,  Thirteenth  New  York 
Cavalry,  was  attacked  2^  miles  beyond  Annandale  by  about  100 
Confederates,  who  captured  100  horses  from  him  about  2  o'clock. 
I  immediately  communicated  this  intelligence  to  Colonel  Lowell, 
who  at  once  started  out  in  the  direction  of  Aldie,  with  two  or  three 
hundred  cavalry,  hoping  to  intercept  the  marauders.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  the  result  of  the  expedition. 

A  sutler,  who  came  into  our  lines  last  evening  and  was  present 
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when  the  attack  was  made,  told  me  that  the  enemy  was  about  200 
strong;  that  they  represented  themselves  to  be  part  of  Stuart's 
cavalry,  and  that  2  of  our  men  were  killed  and  5  wounded  in  the 
skirmish.  The  sutler's  horses  were  taken  by  the  rebels,  but  his 
wagon  and  goods  were  left  untouched.  I  did  not  report  the  affair 
to  headquarters,  supposing  that  Colonel  Lowell,  to  whose  command 
the  escort  and  horses  belonged,  would  do  so. 

EUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  25,  1863—10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
I  do  not  like  to  ask  for  troops  at  this  time,  when  both  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  Charleston  need  all  the  men,  but  I  have  received 
information,  which  is  quite  reliable,  to  the  effect  that  a  force  is  now 
collecting  to  attack  the  line  outside  of  Portsmouth.  I  can  only 
bring  one  weak  brigade  from  North  Carolina,  and  even  that  ought 
not  perhaps  to  be  brought  away.  Can  you  not  send  me  the  Eighth 
New  York  and  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts,  now  at  Harper's  Ferry? 
If  so,  please  send  them  at  once.  I  should  be  under  no  apprehension 
if  the  lines  of  intrenchments  were  completed,  which  they  are  not, 
and  therefore  feel  obliged  to  be  prepared.  Please  answer  if  you  can 
give  me  the  two  regiments  asked  for  at  once. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

Suffolk,  Va., 
August  25,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
General  Getty  : 

The  detachment  reported  as  not  returned  last  report,  has  returned 
all  right. 

Left  Suffolk  on  the  Providence  Church  road ;  thence  via  Windsor 
to  Zuni ;  found  picket  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Blackwater ;  re- 
turned by  circuitous  route. 

The  cavalry  I  reported  as  Claiborne's  at  Ivor  Station  turns  out 
to  be  Baker's. 

Total  strength  on  Blackwater :  Griffin's  cavalry  (one  regiment), 
and  two  regiments  of  infantry  at  or  near  Franklin;  Baker's  cavalry 
and  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  or  near  Ivor.  AH  on  this  side  of 
the  Blackwater  agree  in  this  statement  (contrabands,  females,  &c.). 

I  have  just  received  information,  which  I  believe  to  be  reliable,  as 
it  comes  from  a  source  that  has  previously  given  me  information 
which  invariably  proved  to  be  correct,  that  a  force  is  now  collecting 
near  Ivor  Station,  3  miles  beyond  Zuni,  to  march  to  Bowers'  Hill; 
informant  says  "  large  force  infantry  and  artillery."  I  give  it  in  the 
exact  words  I  received  it  a  few  moments  ago. 

The  Blackwater  is  very  low,  but  the  Nansemond  River  is  lower 
than  usual.  Captain  Lee,  with  gunboat  Flora  Temple,  could  not  get 
higher  up  than  Sleepy  Hole.  He  left  night  before  last,  sent  up  by 
General  Naglee,  with  three  ladies  to  go  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  I 
passed  them  out.     They  did  not  know  my  strength. 

I  think  a  gunboat  should  patrol  the  Nansemond  River,  as  the  enemy 
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knowing  my  position  could  cross  the  river  below  Suffolk — it  being 
very  low — and  cut  me  off  or  put  me  to  much  inconvenience. 

Every  point  is  guarded;  I  have  drawn  back  my  main  body  this  side 
of  Jericho  Canal.  The  town  is  thoroughly  patrolled  and  every 
avenue  well  guarded.  Couriers  are  saddled  ready  to  convey  any  in- 
telligence to  your  headquarters.  My  rear  is  now  all  I  fear  between 
here  and  Hargrove's  half-way  house.  I  have  one  day's  rations. and 
forage  after  to-day. 

I  am,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Norfolk,  Va., 
August  25,  18133. 
General  Foster: 

Spear  reports  Grifi&n's  cavalry  and  two  regiments  of  infantry  at 
Franklin,  and  Baker's  cavalry  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  Ivor 
Station.  Spear  says  a  force  is  now  collecting  3  miles  beyond  Zuni 
to  march  to  Bowers'  Hill.  Informant  says  large  force  of  infantry 
and  artillery.  I  dislike  to  recommend  you  to  withdraw  any  force 
from  North  Carolina.  Could  you  not  get  re-enforcements  from  the 
North  ?  Ask  for  the  Eighth  New  York  and  Thirty-fourth  Massachu- 
setts, at  Harper's  Ferry,  both  splendid  regiments;  1,700  in  the  two. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqks.  U.  S.  Forces  in  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  August  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

General:  Since  my  last  communication  upon  the  defenses  of  this 
place  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Commodore  Davenport,  senior 
naval  officer  on  this  station.  From  him  I  learn  that  the  naval  force 
on  the  sounds  is  to  be  reduced  materially  by  Admiral  Lee,  and  that 
in  all  probability  not  more  than  one  or  two  gunboats  will  be  retained 
here.  This  change  of  policy  results  from  the  belief  that  the  works 
which  have  been  constructed  are  sufBcient. 

In  view  of  this  proposed  change  I  must  again  refer  to  the  defenses 
of  New  Berne.  The  system  of  works  is  very  complete  upon  the 
present  status  of  naval  co-operation.  Without  this,  Fort  Spinola 
would  be  untenable  with  a  rebel  battery  on  the  opposite  bank  near 
Duck  Creek.  In  possession  of  that  point  and  the  south  side  of  the 
Trent,  the  enemy  would  make  this  position  very  uncomfortable.  By 
completing  the  water  front  of  Spinola,  or  constructing  an  inclosed 
work  on  the  point  already  mentioned,  the  system  would  be  complete. 
In  this  connection,  I  will  state  that  it  is  reported  that  an  old  road 
runs  down  to  the  river  near  Duck  Creek. 

Batchelder's  Creek. — On  visiting  the  command  at  the  outpost  under 
Colonel  Claassen,  I  found  everything  in  most  excellent  order,  and  the 
health  of  the  troops  far  better  than  in  other  localities.  There  is  a 
large  amount  of  sickness  in  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  in  some  of 
the  Massachusetts  regiments,  which  is  attributed  to  the  raid  or  raids 
made  by  them.  After  consultation,  I  have  decided  to  send  the  New 
Jersey  regiment  down  to  the  sea-shore  for  a  few  weeks. 
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District  of  the  Albemarle. — On  the  14t]i  instant,  Colonel  CuUen, 
Ninety-sixth.  New  York,  and  Captain  French,  of  steamer  White- 
head, captured  5  men  and  a  lieutenant,  of  the  Sixty-sixth  North  Caro- 
lina, in  Camden  County.  On  the  16th,  they  secured  38  muskets,  26 
cartridge  boxes  and  waist  belts,  &c.  These  officers  report  that  large 
supplies  are  brought  out  from  Norfolk,  and  that  many  women  are 
engaged  in  this  business. 

Pamlico  District. — I  have  ordered  the  North  Carolina  company  of 
cavalry  to  Little  Washington,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  detach- 
ment at  that  important  place.  The  medical  officers  report  a  strong 
scorbutic  tendency  among  the  trt-ops,  and  also  among  the  contra- 
bands, as  the  direct  resiilt  of  the  scarcity  of  fresh  vegetables,  and 
recommend  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  upon  traffic  with  the  in- 
habitants, to  a  certain  extent.  Your  instructions  on  this  point  are 
so  full  and  positive  that  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  relax  them  with- 
out communicating  on  the  subject.  Fresh  vegetables  have  been 
ordered  from  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


Major-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 


August  30,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman  will  send  an  extract  to  General  Naglee,  relating 
to  our  contract  and  trade  from  Norfolk.  Write  to  General  Peck 
that  he  can  make  a  small  work  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  if 
he  judges  it  important.  Army  gunboats  must  be  built  to  replace 
tlie  naval  ones.  If  he  judges  it  absolutely  necessary  for  health,  a 
very  few  markets  may  be  established  at  the  picket  lines. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces  in  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
General  :  Not  finding  any  suitable  boat  here  for  my  use  as  a  dis- 
patch boat,  I  have  acted  upon  your  suggestion,  and  detained  the  C. 
W.  Thomas.  Deeming  the  news  which  she  bears  important,  I  have 
dispatched  her  with  our  mails,  &c. ,  and  desire  Lieutenant  Stirling, 
aide-de-camp,  to  return  with  the  boat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  26,  186-3 — 2.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
I  cannot  re-enforce  you  without  withdrawing  troops  from  General 
Meade.     This  is  perilous,  but  I  will  do  so  if  you  absolutely  require 
it.     A  week  or  two  hence  I  can  do  it  without  so  great  inconvenience. 

H,  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief, 
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YOEKTOWN,  Va., 

August  26,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 
Captain  Mitchell,  of  the  navy,  reports  gnnboata  Currituck  [Re- 
liance] and  Satellite  captured  by  the  rebel  coast  guard  guerrillas, 
and  carried  into  Urbanna  Creek.  They  were  captured  by  boarding 
from  four  boats,  25  men  each.  Onderdonk  was  ordered  to  start  at 
daylight  this  morning.  His  defective  preparations  detain  him  till 
noon.  Jenkins'  cavalry  are  said  to  be  at  White  House  and  Bottom's 
Bridge.     Doubtful. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  18.  )  Clarksburg,  August  26,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  commanding  at  Hagerstown,  Md., 
is,  at  his  own  request,  relieved  from  duty  at  that  post  and  ordered 
to  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Wash- 
ington City  for  orders. 

;|c  4;  4:  '^  4;  ^s  4; 

By  command  Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  27,  1803 — 9  a.  m. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade, 

Warrenton,  Va. : 
Walter,  Rainese,  Folancy,  Lai,  and  Kuhn  appealed  to  me  for  mercy, 
without  giving  any  ground  for  it  whatever.  I  understand  these  are 
very  flagrant  cases,  and  that  you  deem  their  punishment  as  being 
indispensable  to  the  service.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  this,  please 
let  them  know  at  once  that  their  appeal  is  denied. 

A.  LINCOLN". 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  27,  1863. 
His  Excellenc}'^  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 
Walter,  Rionese,  Folancy,  Lai,  and  Kuhn  were  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted yesterday.  Their  execution  was  postponed  by  my  order  till 
Saturday,  the  29th,  that  time  might  be  given  to  procure  the  services 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  to  assist  them  in  preparing  for  death. 
They  are  substitute  conscripts  who  enlisted  for  the  purjjose  of  desert- 
ing after  receiving  the  bounty;  and  being  the  first  of  this  class  whose 
cases  came  before  me,  I  believed  that  humanity,  the  safety  of  this 
army,  and  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  country  required  their 
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prompt  execution  as  an  example,  the  publicity  given  to  which  might, 
and,  I  trust  in  God,  will,  deter  others  from  imitating  their  bad  con- 
duct. In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  shall  therefore  inform  them 
their  appeal  to  you  is  denied. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  27,  1863—1.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 
General  Briggs  advises  me  that  in  the  two  detachments  sent  for, 
the  Eighty-third  and  One  hundred  and  fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
there  were  7  colored  men  whom  he  has  retained,  awaiting  my  orders. 
I  presume,  as  both  of  the  regiments  above  referred  to  are  filled  with 
white  men,  that  the  sending  of  these  men  has  been  accidental.  The 
matter  is,  however,  referred  to  you  for  decision,  before  any  action 
ou  my  part. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
August  37,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Colored  troops  will  in  no  case  be  assigned  to  white  regiments. 
General  Briggs  will  be  directed  to  send  none  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqes.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  •i.ll,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  Colonel  Gregg  reports  a  reconnaissance  sent  out  met 
the  enemy  near  Little  Washington.     Had  1  man  wounded  and  1 
missing ;  captured  8  horses.     A  few  of  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
Flint  Hill. 

General  Buford  reports  no  change  in  his  front.  Had  sent  parties 
out  after  guerrillas  near  Stafford  Store ;  slight  skirmish ;  1  horse 
wounded ;  captured  a  number  of  old  muskets,  shot-guns,  ammuni- 
tion, and  caps,  with  old  uniforms  (rebel  and  Union).  These  were 
destroyed.  The  citizens  are  represented  as  being  anxious  to  give 
information  concerning  the  guerrillas.  They  say  the  gang  is  not 
large,  and  is  now  under  Jim  Tolson,  son  of  old  deaf  Ben.  Tolson, 
who  lives  near  Stafford  Store. 
No  later  report  from  General  Kilpatrick. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


104  OPEfiATlONS  m  jr.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  and  pa.       [Chap.  XLI. 

Headquaktees  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  27,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  is  still  in 
force  this  side  of  the  river.  He  has  a  strong  line  of  pickets  from 
Lamb's  Creek  Church  to  the  Potomac.  There  are  three  regiments 
of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  at  King 
George  Court-House. 

Forage  in  large  quantities  is  daily  taken  across  the  river  at  Port 
Conway.  The  enemy  is  in  force  opposite  that  point.  The  boats 
used  by  the  enemy  are  boats  taken  from  the  river  near  Port  Conway. 
I  had  them  filled  with  stones  last  winter  and  sunk ;  there  are  four. 
Were  these  destroyed  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to  obtain  more. 
If  the  major-general  commanding  thinks  it  advisable,  I  should  like 
to  move  down  the  river,  capture  this  force  on  this  side,  and  destroy 
the  boats. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


Yorktovtn,  Va.,  August  27,  1863. 
General  Naglee,  Norfolk,  Va.  : 

A  great  commotion  is  in  Matthews  County.  Three  companies 
rebel  cavalry  have  come  down  there  after  conscripts,  and  last  night 
there  was  a  general  skedaddle.  Six  have  come  in  here  with  canoes, 
taken  oath  of  allegiance,  and  want  to  go  to  Eastern  Shore.  May 
they  go  direct?    Otherwise  they  must  lose  their  boats. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Norfolk, 
August  27,  1863—8.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster: 

Spear,  at  12  m.  to-day,  says  the  following  is  definite  and  certain: 
Two  regiments  cavalry  and  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery;  of  the  above  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  one  of  in- 
fantry are  at  Franklin,  and  all  the  balance  between  Ivor  Station  and 
the  Blackwater.  At  the  crossing  is  a  boat  large  enough  for  a  loaded 
wagon  and  four  horses  attached.  The  ferry  is  guarded  by  three 
pieces  and  one  regiment  of  infantry.  Says  he  is  informed  there  are 
a  party  of  surveyors  in  Isle  of  Wight  now  at  work.  Will  advise 
further  of  this. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 

No.  38.  f  New  York,  August  27,  1863. 

******* 

yil.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
will  order  the  six  regiments  of  his  command  now  on  Governor's 
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Island  to  proceed  to-morrow  morning  for  temporary  duty  to  Long 
Island,  to  be  stationed  at  the  following  places:  One  regiment  (one 
of  the  strongest)  at  the  village  of  Jamaica;  two  regiments  at  Wash- 
ington Park,  city  of  Brooklyn;  one  regiment  at  the  corner  of  Smith 
and  Carroll  streets,  Brooklyn. 

The  draft  takes  place  on  Monday,  the  31st  instant,  at  the  follow- 
ing places:  First  district,  village  of  Jamaica;  second  district.  No.  26 
Grand  street,  Williamsburg;  third  district.  No.  259  Washington 
street,  Brooklyn. 

Two  companies  will  report  for  duty  to  the  provost-marshal  at  each 
of  the  two  last-named  places,  while  the  balance  of  the  force  will  be 
held  in  readiness  at  their  respective  camping  grounds  for  any  emer- 
gency that  may  arise. 

The  regiment  destined  for  Jamaica  will  be  conveyed  by  steamer 
from  Governor's  Island  to  Hunter's  Point,  whence  they  will  proceed 
by  railroad,  notifying  the  provost-marshal  by  telegraph  of  their  time 
of  departure.  The  other  regiments  will  cross  to  Brooklyn  in  ferry- 
boats and  will  be  escorted  to  their  respective  camping  grounds  by 
fuides  furnished  by  General  Duryea,  of  the  Brooklyn  militia.  Noti- 
cation  will  be  sent  to  him  at  the  Brooklyn  Arsenal,  corner  of  Cran- 
berry and  Henry  streets,  of  the  time  when  the  regiments  will  arrive 
in  Brooklyn.  All  the  regiments  will  carry  their  tents  with  them. 
The  quartermaster's  department  wUl  furnish  the  necessary  transpor- 
tation. 

VIll.  First  Lieut.  Ira  W.  Steward,  Twenty-eighth  Battery  New 
York  Volunteer  Artillery,  detailed  to  superintend  the  recruiting 
service  for  the  battery  in  this  city,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  23,  Para- 
graph III,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  will,  in  addition 
to  his  present  duties,  until  further  orders,  superintend  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  the  battery  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ,  which  place  he 
wul  visit  for  that  purpose  as  often  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may 
require,  though  not  oftener  than  three  or  four  times  a  month.  If 
Lieutenant  Steward  recommends  any  changes  among  the  enlisted 
men  at  these  recruiting  stations,  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
Schuyler  is  authorized  to  issue  the  necessary  orders  if  he  thinks 
proper. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  28,  1863—8  a.  m.     (Received  8.20  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  General  Kilpatrick  reports  3  deserters  from  McLaws' 
division.  They  crossed  last  evening,  and  state  their  division  left 
Raccoon  Ford  four  days  ago,  and  marched  to  Wall's  Tavern,  where 
it  is  receiving  supplies  from  Frederick's  Hall,  on  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral Railroad.  Pickett's  division  is  on  the  telegraph  road  near  Fred- 
ericksburg.    Hood's  is  between  Hamilton's  Crossing  and  Port  Royal. 

A  brigade  of  infantry  under  General  Cooke  is  at  Fredericksburg, 
not  assigned.  Wall's  Tavern  is  about  10  miles  northeast  from  Fred- 
erick's Hall. 
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The  force  on  the  peninsula  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappahan- 
nock consists  of  three  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  with 
four  guns,  near  King  George  Court-House.  They  have  a  picket 
line  from  Lamb's  Creek  Church  to  the  Potomac,  and  are  taking 
large  quantities  of  forage  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Port 
Conway. 

Colonel  Gregg  reports  all  quiet  and  no  change  in  his  front.     Jen- 
kins' and  Jones'  brigades  of  cavalry  are  near  Sperryville.     General 
Buford  reports  no  changes  in  his  front. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Mojor-Oeneral,  Commaiiding, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  28,  1863. 
Col.  John  I.  Gregg, 

Comdg.  Second  Cav.  Div.,  Watery  Mountain  Station: 

'It  is  rumored  that  Hampton  with  5,000  cavalry  has  started  from 
Culpeper  Court-House  to  make  a  raid  into  Maryland. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  send  oxit  and 
see  if  they  are  moving  any  force  in  that  direction,  and  in  what 
strength,  and  send  in  all  the  information  you  can  gain.  Send  out 
scoiits  through  the  country  to  obtain  all  information;  send  word 
what  force  there  is  at  Sperryville. 

[C.  ROSS  SMITH], 
Lieutenant- Cotonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  28,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick, 

Comdg.   Tliird  Cav.  Div.,  Hartwood  Church: 

The  major-general  commanding  the  army  directs  that  no  com- 
munication whatever  be  held  between  your  pickets  and  the  enemy's. 
The  general  commanding  also  understands  that  there  was  a  rebel 
mail  captured  by  some  of  your  command  a  few  days  ago  and  was 
never  sent  in. 

He  directs  hereafter  that  anything  of  that  kind  that  is  captured 
be  forwarded  at  once. 

[C.  ROSS  SMITH,] 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Warrenton, 

August  28,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  information  is  that  Jenkins'  and  Jones'  brigades  are  at  Sperry- 
ville.    The  enemy  have  a  strong  picket  at  Gaines'  Cross-Roa(fe. 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  28,  1863. 
Commanding  Officers  of  all  Corps: 

It  is  deemed  advisable  to  hold  comnmnication  with  the  enemy  by 
"flag  of  truce"  at  one  point  only  of  the  lines  of  this  army,  and  the 
point  designated  for  that  purpose  is  the  picket  in  front  of  Rappahan- 
nock Station. 

Commanding  officers  will  give  the  necessary  order  to  carry  this 
into  effect,  and  the  enemy  upon  exhibiting  a  "flag  of  truce"  will  be 
informed  of  the  point  at  which  it  will  be  received. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Arlington  House, 
August  28,  1863—1.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington: 

Major  Doubleday  has  informed  me  that  he  has  reliable  informa- 
tion that  300  rebel  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  White's,  passed  last  night 
through  the  woods  west  of  DiSicult  Creek,  and  are  now  supposed 
to  be  lying  in  the  Thornton  woods  near  Thornton  Mills.  I  have  sent 
re-enforcements  to  the  guard  at  the  government  farms. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  THOMPSON, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Norfolk, 
August  28,  1863. 
General  Foster: 

General  Getty  telegraphs  to  me  that  large  bodies  of  troops  have 
been  passing  south  through  Weldon  recently.  He  adds  it  is  not 
reliable. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C,  ' 

No.  9.  f  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  28,  1863. 

The  medical  organization  of  this  department  is  announced  as 
follows: 

1.  A  medical  director  of  the  department. 

2.  A  medical  director  for  each  of  the  Districts  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

3.  A  superintendent  of  general  hospitals;   one   for  each  of   the 
above  districts. 

No  medical  officers  in  this  department  will  be  allowed  to  use  the 
title  of  medical  director,  other  than  those  above  designated. 
The  senior  medical  officers  on  duty  with  a  division,  brigade,  or  a 
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military  sub-district,  will,  after  giving  his  rank,  add  "  surgeon-in- 

cliief."  ^       ,  .  ^  ^ 

No  acting  medical  inspector  will  be  recognized  unless  appomted 
by  the  medical  director  of  the  department. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Foster: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  29,  [1863]— 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  regiment  sent  to  Chester  Gap  reports  no  signs  of 
the  enemy. 

General  Buf ord  reports  one  of  his  scouts  states  that  the  rebels 
know  of  the  order  for  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  escort  sutlers  on 
Thursday  to  Washington  and  back.  Says  also  that  1,500  cavalry 
under  Imboden  have  been  at  Leesburg  over  one  week. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  Buford  to  send  one  of  his  brigades  up  to 
Leesburg  and  give  those  fellows  a  good  clearing  out?  They  can  do 
it  in  four  or  five  days. 


Very  respectfully, 


A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  29,  1863. 

Col.  John  I.  Gregg, 

Comdg.  Second  Cav.  Div.,  Opposite  Sulphur  Springs: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  keep  the  enemy 
from  concentrating  any  force  at  Gaines'  Cross-Koads.  If  the  force 
you  have  sent  out  is  not  strong  enough,  you  had  better  send  a 
stronger  force  with  two  pieces  of  artillery;  that  is,  if  you  find  them 
very  strong  there,  as  it  is  important  to  hold  the  cross-roads.  If 
your  own  brigade  is  not  strong  enough,  you  had  better  order  up 
some  of  Mcintosh's  brigade.  Watch  the  enemy's  movements  as 
closely  as  possible. 

[C.  ROSS  SMITH,] 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hartwood  Church, 

August  29,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  am  making  every  effort  to  clear  my  lines  and  capture  the  party 
or  .parties  of  the  enemy  in  my  rear.     Firing  was  heard  about  11  a. 
m.  in  the  direction  of  Taggert's  Mills;  supposed  to  be  between  a  party 
of  my  troops  and  that  of  the  enemy. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Eappahannock  Station,  August  29,  1863. 

(Received  7.45  a.  m.) 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  dispatches  were  received  from  our  signal  officers 
to-day : 

We  intercepted  the  two  following  rebel  messages  to-day,  No.  1  at  11.55  a.  m., 
and  No.  2  at  5.40  p.  m. 

No.  1. 
Captain  M.  : 
Trains  are  moving  down  the  raih'oad.    Have  been  for  two  hours.    No  troops  yet. 

B.,  Lieutenant. 

No.  2. 
Sergeant  Bush: 

The  trains  of  wagons  reported  this  a.  m.  are  stiU  passing.     A  very  large  train  is 
seen  moving  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton.    Camps  stiU  the  same. 

B.,  Lieutenant. 

The  signal  officers  also  report  that  Stuart's  cavalry  command  is  at 
last  fully  supplied  with  clothing. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Rappahannock  Station, 

August  29,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
Lieut.  N.  H.  Camp,  of  our  signal  corps,  took  the  message  that 
Stuart  was  supplied  with  clothing. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Ethan  Allen,  August  39,  1863. 

(Received  10.45  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  De  Russy, 

Arlington  : 
Lieutenant  Phillips,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  from  Lewins- 
ville,  reports  that  he  is  informed  by  parties  just  in  from  Leesburg 
that  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry  are  at  that  place  and  vicinity,  and 
crossing  over  to  Maryland.  They  went  along  Thornton  woods  last 
evening.    Force  not  known. 

THOS.  ALLCOCK, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  29,  1863. 

(Received  2.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General   Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 
My  guard  extends  to  the  Monocacy.     Beyond  that  is  out  of  this 
department  and  of  my  command.     Any  transfer  of  troops  from  my 
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lines  to  points  beyond  the  Monocacy  exposes  these  lines.  My  avail- 
able cavalry  force  for  excursion  operations  does  not  exceed  300  men. 
Cannot  a  few  hundred  good  men— say  of  Scott's  Nine  Hundred— be 
added  to  my  present  force,  vs^ith  which  to  clear  out  the  guerrillas 
now  infesting  Xoudoiin  County  ? 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  August  29,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Lockvfood, 

Harper^ s  Ferry,  W.  Va: 

It  is  reported  that  rebel  cavalry  are  crossing  into  Maryland  near 
Leesburg.     They  should  be  looked  after. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  29,  1863. 

(Received  10.20  a.  m.,  30th.) 
Major-General  Hallbck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
Scouting  parties  went  both  yesterday  and  to-day  from  Point  of 
Rocks  within  1^  miles  of  Leesburg,  and  report  no  enemy.  A  citi- 
zen at  the  point,  from  Leesburg,  spoke  of  a  rumor  such  as  you  name. 
I  can  learn  of  no  crossing  or  attempt ;  certainly  none  this  side  of  the 
Monocacy. 


Respectfully, 


HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  232.  S  August  29,  1863. 

6.  The  First  Brigade  Horse  Artillery,  now  serving  in  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  will  be  at  once  relieved  by  the  Second  Brigade  (Tidball's). 
As  soon  as  relieved,  Captain  Robertson,  with  his  command,  will 
report  to  the  chief  of  artillery. 

t^  :{c  :!«  H<  4:  4:  ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 
No.  40.  i  New  York,  August  39,  1863. 

The  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  the  Fifth,  Seventh,  Twenty- 
ninth,  and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  now  on  board  the  steamer 
Baltic,  expected  to  arrive  in  course  of  the  afternoon,  will  be  attached 
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to  the  Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Euger  commanding, 
and  will,  for  the  present,  be  stationed  on  Governor's  Island.     Requi- 
sitions will  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  for  such  camp  and  garri- 
son equipage  as  these  regiments  may  need. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  388.  )  Washington,  August  29,  1863. 

Sp  ->  SfC  ^  Sf;  Sf!  Sfi 

13.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Volunteers ;  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W. 
CuUum,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  additional  aide- 
de-camp  (major  of  Engineers),  will  constitute  a  Board  of  Engine'ers 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  jjroper  means  of  defending  the  works 
of  the  Potomac  Aqueduct,  as  connected  with  the  defense  of  Wash- 
ington. 

16.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  major  of  Engineers, 
is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will 
at  once  repair  to  West  Point  and  relieve  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  H. 
Bowman,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy.  *  On  being  relieved,  Colonel  Bowman  will  report 
in  person  for  duty  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

August  30,  1863—13  noon. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
An  iron-clad  and  several  gunboats  will  leave  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  probably  reach  Port 
Royal  about  night.  The  object  is  to  recapture  the  two  gunboats 
taken  by  the  enemy  and  now  in  that  river.  It  is  very  possible  that 
these  vessels,  being  small,  may  run  up  toward  Fredericksburg,  into 
shallow  water,  where  our  vessels  cannot  pursue.  It  is,  therefore,  de- 
sirable that  you  send  a  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  down  this  side 
of  the  river,  to  assist  in  destroying  them.  This  force  will  run  the 
risk  of  being  cut  off,  by  the  enemy's  throwing  troops  across  the  river 
in  their  rear.  Hence  the  greatest  caution  miist  be  taken  to  watch 
the  river  and  the  enemy's  movements.  The  whole  operation  will  be 
a  delicate  one,  and  the  most  careful  officers  should  be  placed  in 
charge. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

*  Order  revoked  by  Special  Orders,  No.  394,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  September 
2, 1863,  and  Wright  ordered  to  .ioin  his  command  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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August  30,  1863—8  p.  m. 

(Received  10.40  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

In  accordance  with  your  telegram,  I  have  directed  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick,  with  his  division  of  cavalry,  about  2,000  strong,  to 
proceed  to  Port  Conway,  opposite  Port  Royal,  and  endeavor  to  de- 
stroy the  captured  gunboats,  if  practicable. 

To  protect  his  rear  and  afford  him  support,  Brigadier-General 
Buford,  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and  a  battery,  will  hold  the  cross- 
ing at  Falmouth,  and  Major-General  Warren,  with  the  Second  Corps, 
about  5,000  infantry,  will  hold  the  crossing  at  Banks'  and  United 
States  Fords.  I  have  not  much  expectation  of  success,  however,  for 
it  is  known  the  enemy  have  a  division  of  infantry  at  Fredericksburg, 
and  a  brigade  of  cavalry;  also  a  division  of  infantry  at  Port  Royal, 
with  a  brigade  on  this  side,  at  Port  Conway. 

What  I  anticipate  is,  that  Kilpatrick  will  find  the  gunboats  above 
Port  Royal,  where  they  cannot  be  reached  by  our  naval  forces,  and 
in  a  position  where  the  enemy's  artillery,  posted  on  the  right  bank, 
will  permit  his  bringing  his  batteries  to  bear  on  their  destruction. 

The  great  distance  of  Port  Conway,  25  miles  below  Falmouth,  the 
extreme  point  our  cavalry  now  picket,  and  the  necessity  for  Kilpat- 
rick awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  may  prevent  his  reaching 
his  destination  before  day  after  to-morrow. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


August  30,  1863--7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Waeren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  transmit  you  here- 
with a  telegram  received  from  the  General-in-Chief.*  In  pursuance 
thereof.  General  Pleasonton  will  send  a  strong  force  of  cavalry  and 
artillery,  and  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
with  your  corps  to-morrow  morning  at  3  o'clock  to  United  States 
Ford  and  Banks'  Ford,  and  hold  those  crossings.  The  cavalry 
pickets  along  the  river  will  not  be  withdrawn,  but  remain  on  the 
river  during  the  operation.  And  your  force  will  be  concealed  from 
the  enemy  until  he  makes  some  demonstration  to  cross.  A  cavalry 
force  (a  brigade),  under  General  Buford,  will  hold  the  ford  at  Fal- 
mouth.    Kilpatrick's  division  will  move  down  the  river. 

Every  man  of  your  command,  excepting  those  on  picket,  and  on 
the  necessary  guards,  should  be  with  the  command.  It  should  be 
provided  with  three  days'  rations. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  cavalry,  of  which  you  will  be  advised  by 
General  Kilpatrick,  you  will  resiime  your  former  position  at  Morris- 
ville  and  Elkton. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
MOijor- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

*See  Halleck  to  Meade,  August  30,  p.  111. 
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It  appearing  that  tlie  cavalry  cannot  move  so  soon  as  was  intended, 
your  corps  need  not  move  until  6  a.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,,,. 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Take  as  few  ambulances  as  possible,  and  use  your  own  discretion 
as  to  ammunition  wagons;  no  other  wagons  should  accompany  the 
command. 

A.  A.  H.     [HUMPHREYS.] 


Headquakters  First  Corps, 

August  30,  [1863]— 9.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  My  signal  officers  have  to-day  intercepted  the  follow- 
ing rebel  message : 

General  CmLTON : 

I  have  important  dispatches  to  send  to  Greneral  Lee,  at  Richmond,  in  reply  to  his 
of  yesterday,  which  I  did  not  receive  until  this  morning.  I  wish  to  send  them  as 
soon  as  the  telegraph  office  opens  this  p.  m. 

STUART, 

General. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Centreville,  Va., 

August  30,  1863. 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,   Washington,  D.  C.  : 
The  infantry  force  which  I  sent  out  on  Friday  to  co-operate  with 
the  cavalry  in  a  search  for  guerrillas,  returned  to  camp  this  morning. 
They  scouted  the  country  thoroughly  as  far  as  Dranesyille,  but  only 
saw  5  or  6  guerrillas,  who  lied  immediately. 

Colonel  McMahon,  commanding  the  infantry,  reports  that  Mosby, 
who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  affair  on  Monday  last,  has  been 
carried  beyond  the  mountains.  White  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Broad  Run,  enforcing  the  Confederate  conscription,  supported,  as  is 
said,  by  a  body  of  infantry  near  Leesburg. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Centreville,  Va.  ,  August  30,  1863. 

(Received  6.40  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Major  Thompson,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  left  Dranesville 
and  Guilford  Station  this  morning.  White  was  on  Broad  Run  on 
Thursday,  just  before  attack  on  Edwards  Ferry.  Since  that  time  he 
is  believed  not  to  have  been  south  of  Goose  Creek.  He  has  from 
200  to  300  men  with  him.  Does  not  move  by  day,  but  sends  parties 
of  10  or  20  by  night  to  pick  up  conscripts  and  absentees.  The  sup- 
porting force  of  infantry  is  said  to  be  between  Leesburg  and  Snick- 
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er's  Gap,  under  Major  Gilmor.  No  reliable  rumor  about  number. 
Major  Thompson  has  had  out  all  my  available  horses  since  Friday 
night.  They  return  this  p.  m.  Unless  you  wish  the  reconnaissance 
to  Leesburg  made  immediately,  1  shall  delay  twenty-four  hours 
that  the  horses  may  rest. 


Very  respectfully, 


C.  R  LOWELL,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


YORKTOWN, 

August  30,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk  : 
Rebels  had  several  squadrons  of  cavalry  at  Urbanna  withdrawn 
to  Richmond  in  great  hurry  Friday  night  in  consequence  of  our 
demonstration  above.  They  have  got  at  Urbanna  Creek  the  cap- 
tured gunboats  and  schooners  and  some  of  our  wounded  from  that 
affair.  Onderdonk's  horses  cannot  move  before  Tuesday.  I  will 
before  then  submit  to  you  my  plans.  Rebels  are  trying  to  move 
gunboat  machinery  to  Richmond  overland. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Suffolk,  August  30,  1863, 
General  Getty: 

I  received  your  dispatch  of  last  evening  at  9  p.  m.  I  send  my 
wagons  for  five  days'  forage  and  rations.  Also  send  for  proper  pa- 
pers, data,  &c.,  for  completing  muster-rolls.  I  returned  at  3.30  this 
morning.  Nothing  new.  Cannot  coax  Griffin  or  Baker  to  cross  the 
Blackwater.     Same  force  as  last  reported. 

I  send  a  deserter  named  John  H.  Crawford,  Eleventh  North 
Carolina  Battalion,  and  a  captive,  Richard  Rhoades,  Company  L, 
Sixty-second  Regiment  Georgia  Cavalry  (Colonel  Griffin's).  I  have 
examined  both  and  obtained  nothing  definite. 

I  think  the  order  for  remaining  here  a  good  one,  and  should  have 
recommended  it  this  morning  had  it  not  been  received;  as  I  believe 
the  moment  I  left  the  crossing  would  commence,  at  least  it  appears 
so  from  the  present  force  now  there  "for  some  purpose." 

Animals  improving.  Men  in  good  health  and  spirits.  I  start  again 
to-night  in  direction  of  B.  W.  [the  Blackwater].  Will  keep  you  well 
informed  of  anything  new. 

I  am,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 


Special  Orders,')  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 

No.  41.  j  New  York,  August  30,  1863. 

******* 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
will  order  the  Third  and  Fifth  Regiments  Michigan  Volunteers  (the 
former  no-yv  at  No,  41  Chambers  street,  the  latter  on  Governor's 
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Island)  and  a  section  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Battery  at  City 
Hall  Park,  to  proceed  this  evening  to  the  city  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  to  report  upon  arrival  there  to  Oapt.  Charles  Hughes,  provost- 
marshal. 

******* 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canbv: 

C.  T."  CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


YORKTOWN,   Va., 

August  31,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk,  Va.  : 
The  cavalry  will  arrive  here  from  Williamsburg  this  afternoon 
a'nd  start  to-morrow.  There  seems  a  considerable  force  about 
Gloucester  Court-House,  but  cannot  get  particulars.  Have  you 
any  further  instructions?  Shall  I  send  the  cavalry  direct,  or  land 
them  at  Dudley's  Ferry  and  take  enemy  in  rear?  It  is  three  hours 
from  here  by  steamboat.     I  have  900  effective  for  the  expedition. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

August  31,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  advise  you  that  a  move- 
ment will  be  made  to-day  on  our  left  flank,  which  may  result  in  some 
corresponding  movement  of  the  enemy  and  eventually  involve  other 
portions  of  the  army.  He  therefore  desires  you  to  enjoin  particular 
vigilance  on  all  pickets  and  outposts,  and  that  you  hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  orders  at  short  notice,  as  has  been  hitherto 
required  of  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

(To  commanders  of  the  First,  Third,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Eleventh,  and 
Twelfth  Army  Corps,  and  the  Chief  of  Artillery.) 


Special  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  234.  j  August  31,  1863. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *■ 

8.  The  chief  of  artillery  is  authorized  to  exercise  the  power  of  a 
corps  commander  with  respect  to  leaves  of  absence  to  officers  on 
surgeon's  certificates,  discharges  of  soldiers  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  and  transfer  to  the  Invalid  Corps  under  the  general 
orders  of  the  War  Department  governing  that  subject. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Hartwood, 

August  31,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy's  scouting  parties  came  up  the  river,  on  this  side,  to 
within  4  miles  of  Falmouth  last  evening.  They  fell  back  during  the 
night.     All  quiet  this  morning. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-Oeneral. 


Gbnbkaij  Ordees,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.  ,  8th  Army  Corps, 
No.  44.  j  Baltimore,  Md.,  August  31,  1863. 

Having  returned  from  my  temporary  absence,  I  hereby  resume 
command  of  the  Middle  Department,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 
Major- General,  U.  S.   Volunteers. 


Norfolk, 
August  31,  1863—2.45  p.  m. 
General  Wistar, 

Yorktown: 
You  advised  me  there  was  none  of  the  enemy  on  the  Peninsula  to 
prevent  a  movement  in  the  direction  toward  Urbanna.  Now  you 
advise  me  there  is  considerable  force  at  Gloucester.  My  advice 
comes  through  you  in  relation  to  the  above.  Onderdonk  can  go  in 
no  other  way  than  to  cross  directly  to  Gloucester;  to  go  by  Dudley's 
Ferry,  he  could  not  be  crossed  alone  in  a  week.  If  there  is  a  large 
force  in  Gloucester,  we  can  do  nothing  in  Matthews  County,  for  we 
could  not  send  Onderdonk  there  without  holding  Gloucester  with 
a  strong  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  until  he  could  return.  We 
have  not  the  disposable  force. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Yorktown,  Va.,- 

August  31,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 

My  intelligence  is  contradictory,  of  course.  I  send  you  the  best  I 
can  get,  changing  from  time  to  time.  It  is  certain  some  force  of  rebel 
cavalry  left  Urbanna  Friday  night,  and  that  a  force,  probably  the 
same,  crossed  at  West  Point  Saturday  morning,  going  toward  Rich- 
mond. Cannot  hear  any  news  of  Emerson  Miller's  three  companies 
excepting  they  sent  off  a  number  of  conscripts.  Onderdonk  will  go 
direct  to  Matthews  Court-House  to-morrow  at  daylight,  unless  for- 
bidden. The  gunboat  will  co-operate.  I  have  a  guide  in  view.  I 
think  he  is  about  three  days  too  late. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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YORKTOWN, 

August  31,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk  : 

Colonel  Onderdonk  reports  following  information  derived  from 
contrabands : 

Wise  is  2  miles  below  Bottom's  Bridge,  with  4,000  infantry,  900  cavalry,  and  8 
guns. 
I  send  the  information  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Expedition  starts  to-morrow  from  Gloucester.     Our  loss  was  all  in 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Norfolk,  Va., 
August  31,  1863. 

General  Wistar, 

Yorktown  : 
Colonel  Onderdonk  will  not  be  permitted  to  go  to  Matthews 
Court-House  unless  you  know  there  can  be  no  force  of  the  enemy 
to  intercept  his  return. 

If  you  have  reason  to  believe  the  cavalry  and  conscripts  can  be 
intercepted  east  of  Gloucester  Court-House,  you  must  send  with  him 
one  or  two  infantry  regiments,  with  one  or  two  sections  of  artillery, 
to  remain  at  Gloucester  for  his  return. 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


YORKTOV^N,  Va., 
August  31,  1863—7.15  p.  m. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 
I  cannot  spare  of  my  effective  strength  more  than  300  infantry  to 
go  to  Gloucester  Court-House.     If  that  will  not  answer,  I  must  give 
up  the  expedition.     Please  answer  immediately,  as  Onderdonk  is 
crossing  now. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Norfolk,  Va., 
August  31,  1863. 

General  Wistar, 

Yorktown  : 
If  there  is  any  confirmation  of  the  advance  of  General  Wise,  you 
will  send  Onderdonk  to  check  and  observe  his  advance. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Oen.  George  G.  Meade, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


CO 


be 


Pieces    of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters  a 

En^neer  troops 

Artillery  Reserve  

First  Army  Corps    

Second  Anny  Corps  . . 
Third  Army  Corps  .  . . 
Fifth  Army  Corps b  ... 

Sixth  Army  Coips  

Eleventh  Army  Corpse 
Twelfth  Army  Corps  . . 
Cavalry  Corps     

Total 


133 
44 
106 
506 
427 
595 
496 


616 


1,334 
1,172 
2,622 
7,854 
7,171 

10,578 
7,724 

10,9.55 
4,863 
6,125 

11,634 


2,177 
1,790 
3,627 
18,323 
20,247 
22,289 
14,976 
21,759 
11,936 
14,812 
24,984 


14 


74 
24 
26 
42 
28 
42 


4,197 


72,022 


89,050 


156,920 


14 


343 


a  Including:  camp  ^ards,  orderlies,  provost  ^ards,  and  signal  corps. 

ft  The  First  and  Second  Brigades,  Second  Division,  on  detached  service  in  New  York  Harbor. 

c  The  First  Division  (Gordon's)  transferred  to  Charleston  Harbor. 


Organisation  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.   Gen.   George  G. 
Meade,   U.  8.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

Brig.  Gen.  Marsena  R.  Patrick. 

80th  New  York,  Col.  Theodore  B.  Gates. 

93d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Butler. 

2d    Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  P.  Brinton. 

6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (two  companies),  Capt.  James  Starr. 
Cavalry  detachments.* 

GUARDS  AND  orderlies. 

Oneida  (New  York)  Cavalry,  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Mann. 

SIGNAL  corps. 

Capt.  Lemuel  B.  Norton. 

ordnance  DETACHMENT. 

Lieut.  Morris  Schapf. 


ENGINEER  BRIGADE. 


15th  New  York,  Companies  A,B,  and  C,  Maj.  Walter  L.  Cassin. 
50th  New  York,  Col.  William  H.  Pettes. 
U.  S.  Battalion, t  Capt.  George  H.  Mendell. 


*From  1st  Maine,  and  1st,  2d,  .5th,  and  6th  regular  regiments. 

t  Detached  from  brigade  and  reporting  direct  to  army  headquarters. 
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FIRST  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Newton. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Cavalry  detachments,*  Capt.  Robert  A.  RobinsoQ. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Rice,  f 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  W.  Robinson. 

19th  Indiana,  Col.  Samuel  J.  Williams. 
24th  Michigan,  Col.  Henry  A.  Morrow. 

1st  New  York  Sharpshooters  (battal- 
ion), Capt.  Joseph  S.  Arnold. 

2U    Wisconsin,  Capt.  George  H.  Otis. 

6th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Edward  S.  Bragg. 

7th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Mark  Finnicum. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  George  H.  Biddle. 

7th  Indiana,  Col.  Ira  G.  Grover. 
76th  New  York,  Maj.  John  E.  Cook. 
84th  New  York,  Maj.  Henry  T.  Head. 
95th  New  York,  Maj.  Edward  Pye. 
147th  New  York,  Maj.  George  Harney. 
5gth  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  T.  Jack. 


SECOND  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Robinson. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy. 

16th  Maine,  Lieut.    Col.   Augustus  B. 
Famham. 

13th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Wal- 
ter Batchelder. 

39th  Massachusetts,    Col.    Phineas  S. 
Davis. 

94th  New  York,  Maj.  Samuel  A.  Mof- 

fett. 
104th  New  York,  Col.  Gilbert  G.  Prey. 
107th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Emanuel  D. 
Roath. 


Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  GeiL  Henry  Baxter. 

12th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Charles  W. 
Hastings. 

83d  New  York,  Capt.  Henry  V.  Will- 
iamson. 

97th  New  York,  Capt.  Rouse  S.  Eggles- 
ton. 

11th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Richard  Coul- 
ter. 

88th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Edmund  Y. 
Patterson. 

90th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
A.  Leech. 


third  division. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  R.  Kenly. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Chapman  Biddle. 

121st  Pennsvlvania,  Lieut.  Thomas  M. 

Hall. 
142d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.   Col.  Alfred 

B.  McCalmont. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Langhoene  Wister. 

143d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Edmimd  L. 
Dana. 

149th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  Irvin. 

150th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Thomas  Cham- 
berlain. 


Tliird  Brigade. 

Col.  Nathan  T.  Dushane. 

1st  Maryland,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Wilson. 
4th  Marvland,  Col.  Richard  N.  Bowerman. 
7th  Maryland,  Col.  Edwin  H.  Webster. 
8th  Maryland,  Col.  Andrew  W.  Denison. 


*  From  4th  and  16th  Pennsylvania  regiments. 
,     t  Assumed  command  August  23,  vice  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  S.  Briggs,  who  had 
relieved  Brig.  Gen.  Lysander  Cutler  August  5. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Col.  Charles  S.  Wainwright. 

Maine  Light,  2d  Battery  (B),  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Thomas. 
Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  George  Breck. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  James  H.  Cooper. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  James  Stewart. 

SECOND  ARMY  COEPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren.* 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Caldwell. 

Headquarters. 

2d  Company  Minnesota  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  Mahlon  Black. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

61st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  K.  Oscar 

Broady. 
81st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  H.  Boyd  Mc- 

Keen. 
148th  Pennsylvania,     Col.     James    A. 
Beaver. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Patrick  Kelly. 

28th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Edmund  H. 

Fitzpatrick. 
63d    New  York  (two  companies),  Capt. 

Thomas  Touhy. 
69th  New  York  (two  companies),  Capt. 

Richard  Moroney. 
88th  New  York  (two  companies),  Capt. 

Denis  F.  Burke. 
116th  Pennsylvania     (four  companies), 

Capt.  Seneca  G.  Willauer. 


TJiird  Brigade. 
Col.  Paul  Frank. 

52d    New  York,  Capt.  William  Scher- 

rer. 
57th  New  York.  Lieut.  Col.  Alford  B. 

Chapman. 
66th  New  York,  Lieut.   Col.   John   S. 

Hanmaell. 
140th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Eraser. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  John  R.  Brooke. 

2d    Delaware,  Lieut.    Col.   David  L. 

Strieker. 
64th  New  York,  Maj.  Leman  W.  Brad- 
ley. 
53d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Richards 

McMichael. 
145th  Pennsylvania  (seven  companies), 
Maj.  John  W.  Reynolds. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  S.  Webb.j 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  De  Witt  C.  Baxter. 

19th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W.  Cun- 
ningham. 
15th  Ma-ssachusetts,  Capt.  Lyman  H.  El- 

lingwood. 
1st  Minnesota,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Coates. 
82d  New  York,   Capt.    Thomas    Cum- 
mings. 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  WiixiAM  L.  Cubry. 

69th  Pennsylvania.Capt.  Thomas  Kelly. 
71st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 

Kochersperger. 
72d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Samuel    Rob- 
erts. 
106th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  R.  Breit- 
enback. 

*  Assumed  command  August  16,  relieving  Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays. 
f  Relieved  Brig.  Gen.  William  Harrow  August  15. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ansel  D.  Wass. 

19th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Jonathan  F.  Plympton. 
30th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Henry  L.  Abbott. 

7th  Michigan,*  Maj.  Sylvanus  "W.  Curtis. 
42d  New  York,  Capt.  Edward  C.  Cauret. 
59th  New  York,  Capt.  Horace  P.  Rugg. 

1st  Company  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  Oscar  H.Clement. 

THIED  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Hays. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  Snider. 

14th  Indiana,*  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  H.  C. 

Cavins. 
4th  Ohio,*  Lieut.  Col.  Gordon  A.  Stew- 

8th  Ohio',*  Maj.  Albert  H.  Winslow. 
7th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan 
H.  LocKwood. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  H.  Davis. 

14th  Connecticut,    Maj.    Theodore    G. 
ElUs. 
1st  Delaware,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  P. 
Harris. 
12th  New  Jersey,  Col.  J.  Howard  Wjl- 

lets. 
10th  New  York  (battalion),  Maj.  George 

F.  Hopper. 
108th  New  York,  Col.  Charles  J.  Powers. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  T.  Owen. 

39th  New  York  (four  companies),  Maj.  Daniel  Woodall. 
111th  New  York,  Col.  Clinton  D.  MacDougaU. 
125th  New  York,  Col.  Levin  CrandeU. 
126th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Bull. 

artillery. 

Capt.  John  G,  Hazard. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Nelson  Ames. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Batteries  F  and  G,  Capt.  R.  Bruce  Ricketts. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  WiUiam  A.  Arnold. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  B.  Lieut.  Walter  S.  Perrin. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Frank  S.  French. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  French. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Mai.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis. 

57th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Peter  Sides. 
63d   Pennsylvania,     Maj.      John     A. 

Danks. 
68th  Pennsylvania,    Col.    Andrew    H. 

Tippin. 
105th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Calvin  A.Craig. 
114th  Pennsylvania,    Capt.    Henrv    M. 

Eddy. 
141st  Pennsylvania,    Capt.    Edwin    A. 
Spaulding. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lorenzo  D.  Carver. 

20th  Indiana,*    Col.   William    C.      L. 
Taylor. 
3d  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Burt. 
4th  Maine,  Capt.  Robert  H.  Gray. 
86th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin 

L.  Higgins. 
124th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  M. 
Cummins. 
1st  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Maj.  Greorge 

G.  Hastings. 
2d    U.  S.  Sharpshooters,   Lieut.    CoL 
Homer  R.  Stoughton. 


■  On  duty  in  New  York. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Col.  P.  Regis  de  Trobriand. 

17th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Merrill. 

3d  Michigan,*  Col.  Byron  R.  Pierce. 

5th  Michigan, t  Col.  John  Pulford. 
40th  New  York,  Col.  Thomas  W.  Egan. 
99th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  R.  Biles. 
110th  Pennsylvania,  Maj. Isaac  Rogers. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gren.  "Joseph  B.  Carr. 

1st  Massachusetts,*  Col.   Napoleon  B. 

McLaughlen. 
11th  Massachusetts,   Lieut.  Col.    Porter 

D.  Tripp. 
16th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.   Col.    Waldo 

Merriam. 
11th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoon- 

over. 
26th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Robert  L.  Bo- 
dine. 
84th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.   Col.    Milton 

0pp. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  Brewster. 

70th  New  York,  Capt.  William  H.  Hugo. 
71st  New  York,  Maj.  Thomas  Rafferty. 
72d  New  York,  Col.  John  S.  Austin. 
73d  New  York,  Capt.  George  Le  Fort. 
74th  New  York,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Alles. 
120th  New  York,  Capt.  Abram  L.  Lock- 
wood. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gershom  Mott. 

5th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Ashbel  W.  Angel. 
6th  New  Jersey,  Col.  George  C.  Burmig. 
7th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Frederick  Cooper. 
8th  New  Jersey,  Col.  John  Ramsey. 
115th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  James  Mclutyre. 

THIRD  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott. 

Headiguarters. 

1st  Maryland  Cavalry  (detachment). 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wiluam  H.  Morris. 

14th  New  Jersey,  Maj.   Peter  Vreden- 

burgh,  jr. 
151st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.   Erwin  A. 

Bowen. 
10th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W. 
Henry. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Horn. 

eth  Maryland,  Maj.  Joseph  C.  Hill. 
110th  Ohio,*  Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 
122d  Ohio,*  Col.  William  H.  Ball. 
138th  Pennsylvania,  Col.    Matthew   E. 
McClennan. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Schall. 

106th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Townsend. 
126th  Ohio,*  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Harlan. 

67th  Pennsylvania  (two  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  B.  Bumham. 

87th  Pennsylvania  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Stable. 

*  On  duty  in  New  York, 
t  On  duty  at  Troy,  N.  Y. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  George  E.  Randolph. 

Maine  Light,  4th  Battery  (D),  Capt.  O'Neil  W.  Robinson,  jr. 
Massachusetis  Light,  10th  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Henry  Sleeper. 
1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  B^-Capt.  A.  Judson  Clark. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  George  B.  Winslow. 
New  York  Light,  13th  Battery,  Capt.  George  F.  McKnight. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  K.  Bucklyn. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  Francis  W.  Seeley. 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  Stkes. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

12th  New  York,  Companies  D  and  E,  Capt.  Henry  W.  Rider. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes. 

18th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Joseph  Hayes. 
22d   Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas 

Sherwin,  jr. 
1st  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  WUliam  A. 
Throop. 
118th  Pennsylvania,    Maj.     Charles    P. 
Herring. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Jacob  B.  Sweitzer. 

9th  Massachusetts,    Col.     Patrick     R. 

Guiney. 
32d    Massachusetts,  Capt.  James  A.  Cun- 
ningham. 
4th  Michigan,  Lieut.   Col.  George  W. 

Lumbard. 
62d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C. 
HuU. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain. 

20th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  D.  Gilmore. 
16th  Michigan,  Maj.  Robert  T.  Elliott. 
44th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Freeman  Coimer. 
83d   Pennsylvania,  Maj.  William  H.  Lamont. 

SECOND  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Romeyn  B.  Aybes. 


First  Brigade.* 
Maj.  Gideon  R.  Giddings. 

3d  United  States  (six  companies),  Capt. 

Andrew  Sheridan. 
4th  United  States  (fovu-  companies),  Maj. 

Frederick  T.  Dent. 
6th  United  States  (five  companies),  Capt. 

Montgomery  Bryant. 
12th  United    States  (eight  companies), 

Maj.  Luther  B.  Bruen. 
14th  United    States   (eight   companies), 

Capt.  Jonathan  B.  Hager. 


Second  Brigade.* 
Col.  Sidney  Bcebank. 

2d   United  States  (six  companies),  Capt. 

Samuel  A.  McKee. 
7th  United    States    (four    companies), 

Capt.  Peter  W.  L.  Plympton. 
10th  United    States    (two    companies), 

Capt.  William  CUnton. 
11th  United  States  (six  companies),  Maj. 

Jonathan  W.  Gordon. 
17th  United   States  (seven  companies), 

Capt.  Walter  B.  Pease. 


*On  duty  in  New  York,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Kennek  Gaerakd. 

140th  New  York,  Col.  George  Eyan. 
146th  New  York,  Col.  David  T.  Jenkins. 
91st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Smex. 
155th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  Ewmg. 

THIRD  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford. 
First  Brigade.  \  Third  Brigade. 

Col.  WiLiJAM  MoCandless. 


1st  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Col.  Will- 
iam C.  TaUey. 

2d  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
George  A.  Woodward. 

6th  Pennsjrlvania  Reserves,  Col.  Well- 
ington H.  Ent. 
13th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Maj.  Will- 
iam R.  Hartshome. 


Col.  Joseph  W.  Fisher. 


5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
George  Dare. 

9th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
James  McK.  Snodgrass. 

10th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
James  B.  Knox. 

11th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Col.  Sam- 
uel M.  Jackson. 

12th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
Richard  Gustin. 


ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  Augustus  P.  Martin. 

Massachusetts  Light,  3d  Battery  (C),  Lieut.  Aaron  F.  Walcott. 

Massachusetts  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Charles  A.  Phillips. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Ela  H.  Clark. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gibbs. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Benjamin  F.  Rittenhouse. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Sedqavick. 

headquarters. 

1st  Vermont  Cavalry  (detachment),  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Grover. 

FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

Ist  New  Jersey.    Lieut.  Col.   William 
Henry,  jr. 

3d   New  Jersey,  Col.  Samuel  L.  Buck. 

3d   New  Jersey,  Col.  Henry  W.  Brown. 

4th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.     Col.     Charles 

Ewing. 
15th  New  Jersey,  Col.  William  H.  Pen- 
rose. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett. 

5th  Maine,  Col.  Clark  S.  Edwards. 
131st  New  York,  Lieut.     Col.    Egbert 

Olcott. 
95th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 

Carroll. 
96th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
H.  Lessig. 


*  The  Second  Brigade  in  Department  of  Washington. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. 

6th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Harris. 
49th  Pennsylvania  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Huhngs. 
119th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Peter  C.  Ellmaker. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albion  P.  Howe. 
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Second  Brigade* 
Col.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

2d  Vermont,  Col.  James  H.  Walbridge. 

3d  Vermont,  Col.  Thomas  O.  Seaver. 
4th  Vermont,    Lieut.    Col.    George  P. 

Foster. 
5th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  John  R.  Lewis. 
6th  Vermont,  Col.  Elisha  L.  Barney. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell. 

7th  Maine,  Col.  Edwin  C.  Mason. 
43d    New  York,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Baker. 
49th  New  York,  Capt.  Reuben  B.  Hea- 

77th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Winsor  B. 

French. 
61st   Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George 

F.  Smith. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  D.  Terry,  f 


liHrst  Brigade. 

Brig.  G«n.  Alexander  Shaler. 

65th  New  York,  Col.  Joseph  E.   Ham- 

blin. 
67th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L. 

Van  Ness. 
122d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus 

W.  Dwight. 
23d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 

Glenn. 
82d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M. 
Wetherill. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Eustis. 

7th  Massachusetts,     Maj.    Joseph     B. 

Leonard. 
10th  Massachusetts,   Lieut.   Col.  Joseph 

B.  Parsons. 
37th  Massachusetts,  |  Lieut.  Col.  George 
L.  Montague. 
2d    Rhode  Island,  Col.  Horatio  Rogers, 
jr. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  (Jen.  FraNk  Wheaton. 

62d    New  York,  Col.  David  J.  Nevin. 

93d    Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  I.  Nevin. 

98th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  F.  Ballier. 
102d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  W.  Patterson. 
139th  Peimslyvania,  Col.  Frederick  H.  CoUier. 

ARTILLERY. 

Col..  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

Massachusetts  Light,  1st  Battery  (A),  Capt.  William  H.  McCartney. 

New  York  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  Andrew  Cowan. 

New  York  Light,  3d  Battery,  Capt.  William  A.  Ham. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Richard  Waterman. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  G«orge  W.  Adams. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Leonard  Martin. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 

*  On  duty  in  New  York. 

+  In  command  from  August  4. 

i  On  duty  at  Fort  Hamilton,  N,  Y, 
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ELEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS.* 
Maj.  Gen.  Ouver  O.  Howard. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

1st  Indiana  Cavalry,  Companies  A  and  B,  Capt.  Abram  Sharra. 
8th  New  York  (independent  company),  Capt.  Hermann  Foerster. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Adolph  von  Steinwehr. 

First  Brigade.}; 

Col.  Adolphus  Buschbeck. 

t34th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  H.  Jackson. 
154th  New  York,  Maj.  Lewis  D.  Warner. 

37th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Lorenz  Cautador. 

73d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  Moore. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Orland  Smith. 

33d  Massachusetts,  CoL  Adin  B.  Underwood. 
136th  New  York,  Col.  James  Wood,  jr. 
168th  New  York,  Col.  William  R.  Brown. 

55th  Ohio,  Col.  Charles  B.  Gambee. 

78d   Ohio,  Maj.  Samuel  H.  Hurst. 

THIRD  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schxjrz. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  von  Amsberg. 

83d  Illinois,  Col.  Frederick  Hecker. 
45th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Koch. 
143d  New  York,  Col.  Horace  Boughton. 
61st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  H.  Bown. 
83d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Wladimir  Krzyzanowski. 

58th  New  York,  Capt.  Michael  Esembaux. 

68th  New  York,  Col.  GotthiU  Bourry. 
119th  New  York,  Col.  John  T.  Lockman. 
141st  New  York,  Col.  William  K.  Lone. 

75th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  August  Ledig. 

26th  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  H.  Jacobs. 

artillery. 
Maj.  Thomas  W.  Osboen. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Michael  Wiedrich. 
New  York  Light,  13th  Battery,  Capt.  William  Wheeler. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Hubert  Dilger. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  Columbus  Rodamour. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Eugene  A.  Bancroft. 

*  The  First  Division  transferred  to  Department  of  the  South, 
f  The  173d  Pennsylvaniai,  mustered  out, 
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TWELFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alphetts  S.  Williams.* 

HEADQUABTERS. 

10th  Maine  (4  companies),  Capt.  John  D.  Beardsley. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  F.  Knipe. 
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First  and  Second  Brigades.^ 

Col.  Samuel  Ross. 

5th  Connecticut,     Col.    Warren     W. 
Packer. 
20th  Connecticut,   Lieut.  Col.  WilUam 

B.  Wooster. 
3d  Maryland,  Col.  Joseph    M.   Suds- 
burg. 
123d  New  York,  Col.  Archibald  L.  Mc- 

DougaU. 
14oth  New  York,  Col.  Edward  L.  Price. 
46th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  L.  Sel- 
fridge. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman. 

27th  Indiana,!  Col.  Silas  Colgrove. 
2d  Massachusetts,:]^  Col.  William  Cogs- 
well. 
13th  New    Jersey,    Lieut.    Col.    John 

Grimes. 
107th  New  York,  Col.  Nirom  M.  Crane. 
150th  New  York,  Col.  John  H.  Ketcham. 
3d  Wisconsin,:}  Col.  WiUiam  Hawley. 


SECOND  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 


First  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  Ario  Pardee,  jr. 

5th  Ohio,§  Col.  John  H.  Patrick. 

7th  Ohio,§  Col.  WiUiam  R.  Creighton. 
29th  Ohio,§  Col.  William  T.  Fitch. 
66th  Ohio,§  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Powell. 
28th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  Flynn. 
147th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  Craig. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  George  A.  Cobham,  jr. 

29th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  WiUiam  Rick- 

ards,  jr. 
109th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Frederick  L. 

Gimber. 
111th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  A.  Boyle. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene. 

60th  New  York,  Capt.  Jesse  H.  Jones. 

78th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Herbert  von  Hammerstein. 
102d  New  York,  Col.  James  C.  Lane. 
137th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Koei-t  S.  Van  Voorhis. 
149th  New  York,  Maj.  Winslow  M. Thomas. 

ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Winegar. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Charles  A.  Atwell. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Edward  D.  Muhlenberg. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  David  H.Kinzie. 

*  In  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slooum. 

f  Temporarily  consolidated. 

i  On  duty  in  New  York. 

§  On  duty  in  New  York,  under  command  of  Col,  Charles  Candy, 
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CAVALRY  CORPS.* 
Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasonton. 

HEADQUABTERS. 

19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons),  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 
6th  United  States,  Capt.  James  S.  Brisbin. 

FIRST    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Bttford. 
First  Brigade. 
Col.  George  H.  Chapman. 


[Chat.  ZLI. 


8th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  L.  Beveridge. 
12th  minois,  Capt.  George  W.  Shears. 
3d   Indiana,  Col.  George  H.  Chapman. 
8th  New  York,  Maj.  William  H.  Ben- 
jamin. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

Col.   Augustus 


4th  New  York,  Lieut, 
Pruyn. 

6th  New  York,  Maj.  WUMam  E.  Beards- 
ley. 

9th  New  York,  Col.  William  Sackett. 
17th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Coe  Dur- 
land. 

3d   West   Virginia    (two    companies), 
Capt.  Seymour  B.  Conger. 


second  division. 
Col.  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  t 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  John  B.  MoIntosh. 

Col.   James 


M. 


1st  Maryland,    Lieut. 
Deems. 

1st  Massachusetts  (eight  companies),  Col. 
Horace  B.  Sargent. 

1st  New  Jersey,  Col.  Percy  Wyndham. 

6th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Stedman. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  P.  Taylor. 

3d   Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Oliver  O.  G.  Rob- 
inson. 

^st  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L. 
Thompson. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Pennock  Huey. 

District  of  Columbia  (independent  com- 
pany), Capt.  William  H.  Orton. 
1st  Maine,  Col.  Charles  H.  Smith. 
10th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ir- 

viae. 
4th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 

E.  Doster. 
8th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Joseph  W.Wis- 

tar. 
13th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  A.  GaUi- 

gher. 
16th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  K. 
Robison. 


THIBD    division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick. 

Headquarters. 

1st  Ohio,  Companies  A  and  C,  Capt.  Noah  Jones. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr. 

2d    New  York,  Maj.  Samuel  Mclrvin 
5th  New  York,  Maj.  John  Hammond. 
18th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  William B.  Dar- 
lington. 
1st    West  Virginia,  Col.   Nathaniel  P. 
Richmond. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

1st  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  H.  Town. 
5th  Michigan,  Maj.  Crawley  P.  Dake. 
6th  Michigan,  Col.  George  Gray. 
7th  Michigan,  Col.  William  D.  Mann. 
1st  Vermont,  Col.  Edward  B.  Sawyer. 


*  See  also  Horse  Artillery. 

f  Cpqcimp,nding  in  temporary  absence  of  Brig.  Gen,  David  McM.  Gregg, 
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ARTILLERY.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hunt. 


HORSE    ARTILLERY,  t 

First  Brigade. 
Capt.  James  M.  Robertson. 


New  York  Light,  6th  Battery,  Capt.  J. 
W.  Martin. 

2J  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L, 
Lieut.  Edward  Heaton. 

2J  UniteJ  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward B.  Williston. 

2J  United  States,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Alex- 
ander C.  M.  Pennington,  jr. 

1th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Ru- 
fus  King,  jr. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel S.  Elder. 


Secmid  Brigade. 
Capt.  William  M.  Graham. 


Michigan  Light,  9th  Battery,  Capt.  Ja- 
bez  J.  Daniel. 

1st  United  States,  Batteries  E  and  G, 
Capt.  Alanson  M.  Randol. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut,  Ja- 
cob H.  Counselman. 

3d  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut. 
Robert  Clarke. 

3d  United  States,  Battei-y  G,  Lieut.  John 
H.  Butler. 

3d  United  States,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  WUl- 
iam  D.  Fuller. 


ARTILLERY    RESERVE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  O.  Tyler. 

First  Regular  Brigade. 

Lieut.  John  G.  Turnbull. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Philip  D.  Mason. 

3d    United  States,  Batteries  F  and  K,  Lieut.  John  G.  Turnbull. 

4tli  United  States,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Fitzhugh. 


First  Volunteer  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  Freeman  McGilvery. 

Maine  Light,  6th  Battery  (F),  Lieut.  Ed- 
win B.  Dow. 

Massachusetts  Light,  9ih  Battery,  Capt. 
Jolin  Bigelow. 

New  York  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt. 
James  E.  Smith. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Batteries  C  and  F, 
Capt.  James  Thompson. 

Second  Volunteer  Brigade. 

Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 

1st  Connecticut    Heavy,    Company  B, 

Capt.  Albert  F.  Brooker. 
1st  Connecticut    Heavy,    Company  M, 

Capt.  Franklin  A.  Pratt. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut. 

Robert  E.  Rogers. 
New  York    Light,   5th    Battery,   Capt. 

Elijah  D.  Taft. 


Third  Volunteer  Brigade. 
Capt.  Robert  H.  Fitzhugh. 

Maryland    Light,     Battery    A,    Lieut. 

Thomas  Binyou. 
New    Hampshire    Light,   1st    Battery, 

Capt.  FrederickM.  Edgell. 
1st  New  York  Light,! 

Battery  K.  I  Capt.  Robert  H. 

New  York  Light,  11th  f    Fitzhugh. 

Battery.  J 

Fourth  Volunteer  Brigade. 
Capt.  James  F.  Huntington. 

1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt. 

William  Hexamer. 
New  York   Light,  15th    Batt«ry,   Capt. 

Patrick  Hart. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  James 

F.  Huntington. 
West  Virginia  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt. 

Wallace  Hill. 


Not  Brigaded. 

6  th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  J.  Howard  Kitching. 

*  See  also  the  artillery  attached  to  the  several  corps. 

t  The  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  August  39  to  relieve  the  First  Brigade  serving 
with  Cavalry  Corps,  the  latter  to  report  to  General  Hunt. 
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Armament  of  the  artillery  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  August  31,  1863. 


[From  monthly  report  of  artillery.] 

Assignment. 

Guns. 

Battery. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

g 
a, 

8 

id 

0' 
C 

CO 

g 

1 
53 

i 

o 

1 

OJJ= 

"I 

3 

1st  Connecticut  Artillery: 

Artillery  Reserve 

4 
4 

4 

4 

2d   Maine  Ratterv 

First  Army  Corps 

4 
6 

4 

6 

4 
4 

4 

Artillery  Reserve    . 

4 

do 

4 

4 

Massachusetts  Artillery: 
Batterv  A 

Sixth  Army  Corps 

6 
G 

6 

6 

Battery  E 

.     .do . 

6 

6 

9th  Massachusetts  Battery 

Second  Brigade,  Horse 

Artillery. 
Third  Army  Corps 

4 

4 

6 

6 
6 

6 

9th  Michigan  Battery 

6 

.  .do 

6 

lat  New  Jersey  Artillery: 
Battery  A 

do 

5 
6 

4 

5 

Battery  B 

6 

1st  New  York  Artilleiy: 
Battery  B 

Artillery  Reserve . 

4 

4 

4 

0 
(J 

Ij 

Batterv  G 

6 

6 
B 
6 

6 

Battery  I 

6 

6 

Battery  M 

Twelfth  Army  Corps. . 

4 

4 

6 

6 

0 



6 

6 

4th  New  York  Battery 

Artillery  Reserve 

Q 

(i 

6 

(ith  New  York  Batteiy 

13th  New  York  Battery 

First    Brigade,    Horse 

Artillery. 
Third  Army  Corps . . . 

6 

C 
4 

6 

6 

13th  New  York  Battery 

4 

4 

4 

1st  Ohio  Artillery: 

6 

6 

Battery  I 

Eleventh  Army  Coi'ps. 

6 
4 

G 

Battery  K 

4 



6 

6 

1st  Pennsylvania  Artillery: 

4 
(i 
5 

4 

Batteries  F  and  G    

Second  Army  Corps 



6 

6 

Pennsylvania,  Battery  E 

Twelfth  Army  Corps . 

C 

6 

1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery: 

a 

G 

Battery  B 

do 

4 

4 

Battery  C 

Sixth  Army  Corps .   ... 

G 

"■■«■ 

G 

Battery  E 

Third  Army  Corps 

G 

Battery  G 

6 
4 

G 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery: 

Batteries  E  and  G 

Second  Brigade,  Horse 

Artillery. 

4 

Battery  H 

6 
4 

G 

Battery  I 

Second  Army  Corps 

4 

Battery  K 

Second  Brigade,  Horse 
Artillery. 

do  .          

0 

r> 

6 

G 

2d  U.  S.  Artilleiy: 

Battery  A 

G 

Batteries  B  and  L 

First    Brigade,    Horse 
Artillery. 

6 

Battery  D 

4 

4 

4 

Battery  G 

Second  Brigade,  Horse 

Artillery. 
First    Brigade,    Horso 

Artillery. 

4 

Battery  M 

6 

i 

*  The  11th  New  York  Battery  attached. 
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Armament  of  the  artillery  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  &c. — Continued. 


Battery. 


Assignment. 


Guns. 


U  01 

o  9 


3d  U.  S.  Artillery: 
Battery  C  . . . . 


Batteries  F  and  K . 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery: 

Battery  A 


Battery  B  . 
Battery  C  . 
Battery  E  . 


Battery  F 

Battery  G 

Battery  K 

Sth  U.  S.  Artillery: 

Battery  C* 

Battery  D 

Battery  F 

Battery  K 

Battery  M 

1st  West  Virginia  Artillery,  Battery  C 

Total 


Second  Brigade,  Horse 

Artillery. 
Artillery  Reserve 


First    Brigade,    Horse 

Artillery. 

First  Array  Corps 

Artillery  Reserve 

First   Brigade,    Horse 

Artillery. 
Twelfth  Army  Corps  . . 
Eleventh  Army  Corps. 
Third  Army  Corps 


Fifth  Army  Corps .... 

Sixth  Army  Corps 

Twelfth  Army  Corps. 

Sixth  Army  Corps 

Artillery  Reserve 


6       168 


*  On  detached  service  in  New  Yorli  City. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  P. 
Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


01  a 
bo 


Pieces   of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters 

Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction  . . . 

Railway  guards 

Provisional  brigades 

District  of  Washington 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac  . 
Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac* 

District  of  Alexandria 

Camp  Convalescent,  &c 

King's  division 

Cavalry  forces 

Fort  Washington,  Md 

Total 


27 

25 

14 

114 

179 

213 

63 

94 

424 

32 

6 


115 

705 

782 

475 

2,288 

4,750 

4,560 

],0W 

3,136 

2,197 

514 

110 


157 

840 

937 

.529 

3,513 

6,395 

6,080 

1,3:50 

6,-6n8 

2,681 

978 

146 


178 
1,089 

966 

562 
4,222 
7,605 
7,410 
2,633 
6,970 
3,a52 
1,537 

149 


917 


20,589 


30,254 


36,673 


*  Report  of  pieces  of  artillery  is  incomplete. 


81 
317 


38 


40 

115 

6 


208 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.   Gen.  Samuel  P. 
Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

111th  New  York,  Companies  B  and  C,  Capt.  Robert  C.  Perry. 

LIGHT  ARTILLERY  CAMP  OP  INSTRUCTION.* 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Albert  Monroe. 


Michigan    Light,    10th  Battery,     Capt. 

John  C.  Schuetz. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt. 

William  E.  Wilson. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt. 

Charles  E.  Mink. 
New  York  Light,   19th  Battery,  Lieut. 

Edward  W.  Rogers. 
Ohio  Light,  12th  Battery,  Capt.  Aaron  C. 

Johnson. 


1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  H, Capt. 

Andrew  Fagan. 
5th  United  States,    Batteries  I   and  L, 

Lieut.  Edmund  D.  Spooner. 
1st  West  Virginia    Light,  Battery   A, 

Lieut.  George  Furst. 
1st  West   Virginia    Light,  Battery    F. 

Lieut.  James  C.  Means. 


RAILWAY  GUARD. 

109tli  New  York,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Tracy. 

PROVISIONAL   BRIGADES. 

Maj.  Gen.  Silas  Casey. 

13th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt.  James  P.  Batterson. 
3d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Stark  Fellows. 

district  of  WASHINGTON. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Martindale,  Mihtary  Governor. 


2d    District  of  Columbia,  Col.  Charles 

M.  Alexander. 
14th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Robert  Wil- 
son. 
153d    New  York,  Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis. 
178th  New  York  (battahon),  Lieut.  Col. 

Charles  F.  Smith. 
27th  Pennsylvania,  Company.  F,  Capt. 
John  M.  Carson. 


150th  Pennsylvania,  Company  K,  Capt. 

Thomas  GetcheU. 
157th  Pennsylvania     (battahon),     Maj. 

Thomas  H.  Addicks. 
11th  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.    James 

B.  Swain. 
U.  S.  Ordnance  Detachment,  Lieut.  Col. 

George  D.  Ramsay. 


DEFENSES  NORTH  OF  THE  POTOMAC. -j- 

Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  A.  Haskin,  Aide-de-Camp,  in  charge. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Augustus  A.  Gibson. 

2d    Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 

Augustus  A.  Gibson. 
1st  Vermont      Heavy    ArtiUery,    Col. 

James  M.  Warner. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Lewis  O.  Morris. 

1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Daniel 

Chaplin. 
7th  New   York   Heavy    Artillery,   Col. 

Lewis  O.  Morris. 
9th  New  York    Heavy   Artillery,    Col. 

Joseph  Welling. 
9th  New    York    Battery,    Capt.    Emil 

Schubert. 


*  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Barry,  chief  of  artillery,  Department  of  Washington. 
t  Troops  at  Advance   Battery,  Forts  Bunker  Hill,  Reno,  Simmons,  Slocum,  and 
Sumner,  and  in  Washington  City 
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Third  Brigade. 
10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Alexander  Piper. 

DEFENSES  SOUTH  OP  THE  POTOMAC* 


Brig.  Gen.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  N.  G.  Whistlee. 

1st  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery, 
Lieut.  Col.  Levi  P.  Wright. 

2d  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj. 
William  A.  McKay. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (3d  Bat- 
talion), Maj.  Gustavus  F.Merriam. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Leveeette  W^.  Wessells. 

2d    Connecticut        Heavy      Artillery, 

Lieut.  Col.  Elisha  S.  Kellogg. 
15th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Capt. 
Leander  Schamberger. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Heney  L.  Abbot. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
Henry  L.  Abbot. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery H,  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Mason. 

Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery  Company, 
Capt.  Charles  C.  Meservey. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Allcock. 

2d    Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Companies 

B,  C,  D,  and  K,  Capt.  George  F. 

Holman. 
4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (eight 

companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas 

Allcock. 


DISTEICT  OF  ALEXANDEIA. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Slough. 

1st  District  of  Columbia  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Lemuel  Towers. 

3d    Pennsylvania  Reserves,!  Maj.  William  Briner. 

4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,!  Col.  Richard  H.  Woolworth. 

7th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,!  Col.  Henry  C.  Bolinger. 

8th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,!  Col.  Silas  M.  Baily. 

Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  WiUiam  Borrowe. 

CONVALESCENT  AND  DISTEIBUTION  CAMPS. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKelvey. 

Camp  Convalescent,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKelvey. 

Camp  Distribution,  Capt.  John  S.  Davis. 

Camp  Paroled  Prisoners,  Lieut.  Col.  Guy  H.  Watkins. 

king's  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King. 


The  Irish  Legion. 

Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Coecoean. 

J.5.-)th  New  York,  Col.  William  McEvily. 
164th  New  York,  Col.  Jas.  P.  McMahon. 
170th  New  York,  Col.  James  P.  Mclvor. 
182d    New  York,|  Col.  Mathew  Murphy. 


Not  Brigaded. 

4th  Delaware,    Col.  Arthur  H.  Grim- 
shaw. 

6th  New    York      Cavalry     (two  com- 
panies), Maj.  William  P.  Hall. 
17th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  George 
T.  Anthony. 


*  Troops  at  Battery  Garesche,  Forts  Albany,  Barnard,  Bennett,  Berry,  Blenker, 
Cass,  C.  F.  Smith,  Corcoran,  Craig,  De  Kalb,  Ellsworth,  Ethan  Allen,  Haggerty, 
Lyon,  Marcy,  Richardson,  Scott,  Tillinghast,  Ward,  Whipple,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
and  Worth,  and  Redoubts  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 

t  Constituting  the  Second  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  under  command 
of  Col.  Horatio  G.  Sickel ;  the  3d  and  4th  Regiments  at  Convalescent  Camp. 

^  Or  69th  New  York  National  Guard  Artillery. 
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CAVALRY. 

Col.  Charles  E.  Lowell,  jr. 

2d    Massachusetts  (eight  companies),  Maj.  Casper  Crowninshield. 
13th  New  York  (seven  companies),  Maj.  Douglas  Frazar. 
16th  New  York  (four  companies),  Maj.  Morris  Hazard. 

FORT  WASHINGTON,  MD. 

Capt.  Charles  E.  DEMma. 

16th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Demiag. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Eegimental  Headquarters,  Col.  Charles  S.  Merchant* 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Department  (Eighth  Army  Corps),  Maj.  Gen. 
Robert  C.  Sehench,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

i 

< 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Command. 

o 

1 

1 

i 

General  headquarters      

21 
32 
46 
16 
36 
25 
27 
1 
21 

"'734' 
1,100 
400 
639 
211 
457 
29 
194 

21 

S43 
1,444 

470 
1,025 

298 

626 
32 

285 

21 

1,072 

1,6S8 

589 

1,188 

S64 

568 

32 

368 

Defenses  of  Baltimore 

Second  Separate  Brigade  a 

"m 

22 

17 

Fort  Delaware 

ElysTllle,  Md 

Monocacy  Junction,  Md 

Relay  House,  Md                             

Total  

225 

3,764 

4,944 

5,880 

136 

39 

o  Fort  McHenry. 


Troops  in  the  Middle  Department  {Eighth  Army  Corps),  Maj. 
Gen.  Robert,  C.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31, 
1863. 

DEFENSES  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Erastus  B.  Tyler. 

1st  Delaware  Cavalry  (four  companies),  Maj.  Napoleon  B.  Knight. 
Baltimore  (Maryland)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Frederic  W.  Alexander. 
PumeU  (Maryland)  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Watkins. 
Maryland  Battery  A  (Junior  Artillery),  Capt.  John  M.  Bruce. 
Maryland  Battery  B  (Eagle  Artillery),  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Audoun. 
5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Companies  B  and  C,  Maj.  Casper  Urban. 
3d    Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Light  Battery  H,  Capt.  William  D.  Rank. 

Second  Separate  Brigade. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  "William  W.  Morris. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Murrav. 
8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (ten  companies).  Col.  Peter  A.  Porter. 
3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  James  E.  Wilson. 


*  Relinquished  command  of  the  post  August  30. 


Chap.  XU.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  135 

ANNAPOLIS,  MD. 

Col.  Carlos  A.  Waits. 

1st  Maiyland  (Eastern  Shore),  Company  B,  Lieut.  William  J.  Robinson. 
2d  Maryland  (Eastern  Shore),  Company  B,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Wicks. 
2d  Maryland  (Eastern  Shore),  Company  D,  Capt.  W.  Wellington  Walker. 
2d  Maryland  Cavalry)  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  Capt.  William  F.  Bragg. 

FORT  DELAWARE,   DEL. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf. 

Delaware  Heavy  Artillery  (one  company),  Capt.  George  W.  Ahl. 
Purnell  (Maryland)  Legion,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Graham. 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Stanislaus  Mlotkowski. 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  John  J.  Young. 

ELYSVILLE,   MD. 

3d  Delaware,  Col.  Samuel  H.  Jenkins. 

MONOCACY  junction,   MD. 

3d  Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade),  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Gilpin. 

RELAY  house,  MD. 

5th  U.  S.  Artilleiy  (detachment),*  Lieut.  Edmund  D.  Spooner. 

DELAWARE  DEPARTMENT. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler. 

6th  Delaware  (detachment),  Capt.  Charles  Heydrick. 

Delaware  Emergency  Artillery  (detachment),  Lieut.  Thomas  Crossley. 

Pumell  (Maryland)  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  Theodore  Clayton. 


Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Maj. 
Oen.  Darius  N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  31,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

4i 

1 

s 
a 

bo 

u 

birzi 

5 

•3 

Command. 

V 

General  headquarters 

11 

7 

.% 

72 

174 

K)7 

1,31.3 

3,3a5 

12 

KJ 

70 

1?.?, 

1,07S 
1,7.57 
3,791 

20 
tl.OHK 

71 

11 

187 
1,994 
2,»44 
4,010 

29 
1,095 

R3 

Harrisburg  (Stahel) 

Philadelphia  (Cadwaiader) 

Reading  (Sigel)                                                            

14 

West  Chester 

York 

2' 

1 

En  route  from  Beading  to  Chambersburg 

Total 

808 

0,390 

7,962 

10,253 

14 

*Left  for  Camp  BaiTy,  D.  C,  August  12. 

f  Including  an  aggregate  of  1,001  sick  in  hospital. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Maj.  Gen.  Darius 
N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Carlisle  Barracks 

Gettysburg  (Ferry) 

HaiTisbm-g  (Stahel) 

Philadelphia  (Cadwalader) 

Beading  (Sigel) 

York 

Total 


l*resent  for 
duty. 


e 

o 


11 

9 
7 
9 
Gl 
J21 
5 


201 
127 
94 

8,205 
78 


9,532     11 


11 

287 

140 

108 

1,202 

9,191 

al,059 


< 


11 

310 

186 

666 

2,013 

9,968 

1,204 


14,358 


t 

2 


a  Including  an  aggregate  of  983  sick  in  hospital. 


Troops  in  the  DepartTnent  of  the  Susquehanna,  Maj.  Gen.  Darius 
N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863.* 

GETTYSBURG,    PA.f 

Brig.  Gen.  Orris  S.  Ferry. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Battalion  (militia),  Company  F,  Capt.  Joseph  A.  Ege. 
21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Lieut.  James  Mickley. 
21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  Josiah  C.  HuUinger. 

harrisbcbg,  pa. 

Maj.  Gen.  Juuus  Stahel. 

1st   Pennsylvania  Battalion  (militia),  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  F.  Ramsey. 
20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Companies  G  and  K,  Maj.  Robert  B.  Douglass. 
21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Companies  I,  K,  and  L.^ 
Company  Emergency  Pennsylvania  MiUtia  (independent  guard).  X 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader. 

10th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Tay. 
154th  Pennsylvania,  Company  A,  Capt.  Charles  Fair. 
154th  Pennsylvania,  Company  B,  Capt.  Oliver  C.  Cunningham. 
154th  Pennsylvania,  Company  C,  Lieut.  John  K.  Brooker. 
Provost  Guard,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  A.  Frink. 

27th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  John  B.  Eaton. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  Michael  B.  Strickler. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt.  Samuel  Comfort,  jr. 

Nevin's  (Pennsylvania)  Battery  (militia),  Capt.  Robert  J.  Nevin. 
Independent  Pennsylvania  Battery  (militia),  Capt.  William  H.  Woodward. 

YORK,   PA. 

Surg.  Henry  Palmer. 
Independent  Company  Patapsco  (Maryland)  Guard,  Lieut.  Alexander  F.  McCrone. 

♦According  to  the  tri-monthly  return  for  that  date.  Important  discrepancies 
between  that  and  the  monthly  return  of  same  date  noted. 

fThe  "list  of  regiments,"  &c.,  on  monthly  return  reports  this  command  as  con- 
sisting of  the  31st,  5l8t,  and  53d  Regiments  (militia),  and  Company  B.  21st  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  but  the  face  of  the  return  accounts  for  but  two  companies,  one  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry. 

X  Commanders  not  of  record. 
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LEHIGH  DISTRICT.* 

Maj.  Geu.  Franz  Sigel, 
Pottsville,  Pa. 
Brig.  Gen.  "William  D.  Whipple. 


21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Companies 
F,  1,  K,  and  L,  Col.  WUliam  H. 
Boyd. 

45til  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  James  T. 
Clancy. 

53d  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  William 
A.  Gray. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (four  com- 
panies), f 

Dana  (Pennsylvania)  Troop  (militia), 
Capt.  Richard  W.  Hammell. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery 
A,  Lieut.  Isaac  B.  Hall. 

Goodwin's  (New  York)  Battery  (militia), 
Capt.  William  F.  Goodwin. 


Reading,  Pa. 
Maj.  Gen.  Franz  Sigel. 


20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  A, 
t3apt.  George  W.  Baldwin. 

42d    Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  Charles 
H.  Hunter. 

47th  Pennsylvania  Militia,   Col.   James 
P.  Wickersham. 

48th  Pennsylv&,nia  Militia,  Col.  John  B. 
Embich. 

53d    Pennsylvania  Militia,   Col.   Henry 
Royer. 

Ringgold  (Pennsylvania)  Battery  (mili- 
tia), Capt.  George  R.  Guss. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  E,|  Lieut. 
James  W.  Piper. 

34th  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  Charles 
Albright. 

38th  Pennsylvania  MiUtia,  Col.  Melchoir 
H.  Horn. 


Seranton,  Pa. 

Brig.  Gen.  FiTZ  Henry  Warren. 

31st   Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  C,  E,  G,  L,  and  M,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard 

F.  Moson. 
49th  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  Alexander  Murphy. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Maj.  Oen.  William 
T.  H.  Broolcs,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1S63. 


Present  for 
duty. 

< 

0 

h 

Ck)mmaiid. 

1 

o 

g 

5 
18 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 

""ief 

440 
92 
74 
80 
48 
85 
89 
73 

9 
177 
523 
95 
76 
90 
52 
88 
93 
160 

9 

Bamesville  Ohio                                             ...               

186 

553 

Hendrysburg  Ohio                                .   .                

95 

75 

Pittsburgh  Pa  . . .             .               

93 

Pulaski.Pa 

G9 

Somertoii,  Ohio      .... 

88 

West  Finley,  Pa 

93 

Wheeling,  W.  Va    

175 

Total 

49 

1,148 

1,36) 

i,4;m 

*According  to  the  monthly  return  of  department  and  district.  The  tri-monthly 
reports  Sigel's  command  as  at  Reading,  and  consisting  of  the  45th,  48th,  49th, 
and  52d  Regiments  Pennsylvania  Militia  (emergency);  a  detachment  of  the  U.  S. 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps ;  Company  A,  20th  Pennsylvania  Cavah-y,  and  the  Dana 
Troop  (ninety  days) ;  Battery  A,  1st  New  York  Light  Artillery;  Goodwin's  (New 
York)  and  the  Ringgold  (Pennsylvania)  Batteries,  and  Company  A,  Provost  Battal- 
ion Pennsylvania,  and  reports  nothing  for  Pottsville  and  Seranton. 

t  Commander  not  of  record. 

JAlso,  reported  as  at  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  H.  Brooks,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  Avgust  31,  18G3. 

BARNESVILLE,  OHIO. 

Ohio  Company  (Departmental  Corps),  Capt.  James  L.  Deens. 
Ohio  Company  (Departmental  Corps),  Capt.  Hamilton  Eaton. 

gONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

1st  Independent  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  Battalion  (militia),  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  C.  Dale. 

HENDKYSBTIRG,  OHIO. 

Ohio  Company  (Departmental  Corps),  Capt.  Joseph  P.  Arrick. 

KEW  WILMINGTON,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Company  (emergency  militia),  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Kemp. 

PITTSBUKGH,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Company  (emergency  militia),  Capt.  Samuel  T.  Griffith. 

PULASKI,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Company  (emergency  militia),  Lieut.  James  M.  Brown. 

SOMERTON,  OHIO. 

Ohio  Company  (Departmental  Corps),  Capt.  Samuel  Beard. 

WEST  FINLEY,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Company  (emergency  militia),  Capt.  John  Henderson. 

WHEELING,  W.   VA. 

Capt.  Wesley  C.  Thorp. 

West  Vii'ginia  Company  (exempts),  Capt.  Robert  Hamilton. 
West  Virginia  Company  (exempts),  Capt.  Perry  G.  West. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Oen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  31,  18C3. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Third  Division  (Scammoii). 
Maryland  Heights  Division 

Martiusburg 

Separate  brigades : 

Avereirs  brigade 

Campbell's  brigade 

Mulligan's  brigade 

Wilkinson's  brigade  . . . 
Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va  . 

Hagerstown,  Md 

Eomney,  W.  Va 

Sir  John's  Eun,  W.  Va 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


105 
10!) 
120 

175 
67 
93 
98 


2? 


4,094 
4,24'J 
8,021 

3,680 

1,703 

1,712 

8,685 

587 

290 

505 

333 


l,0»r     23,059 


s 


6 
5,604 
6,011 
3,106 

4,398 
1,950 
2,070 
2,893 
689 
.372 


27,8.51 


S'S 


6 
6,533 
6,095 
3,694 

.5,363 

2,288 

8,661 

3,177 

691 

398 

779 

1,062 


38,647 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


14 
24 
6 


8 
13 
2 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 


scammon's  division.* 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  Paekek  Scammon. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

23(1    Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Comly. 
5tli  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Abia  A. 

Tomlinson. 
13th  West  Virginia,    Col.    William    R. 

Brown. 
1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (two  com- 
panies), Capt.  GeorgeW.  Giknore. 
3d    West  Virginia  Cavalry  (one  com- 
pany), Capt.  John  S.  Witcher. 
Kentucky  Battery,   Capt.   Seth  J. 
Simmonds. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Caer  B.  White. 

12th  Ohio,    Lieut.    Col.    Jonathan    D. 

Hines. 
91st  Ohio,  Col.  John  A.  Turley. 
9th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  William 

C.  StaiT. 
1st  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  James  R.  Mc- 
Mullin. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  I'keeman  E.  Franklin. 

34th  Ohio,t  Maj.  John  W.  Shaw. 
2d    West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Maj.  John  McMahan. 

MARYLAND  HEIGHTS  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood. 


Capt.  Eras- 
tus  Blakes- 
lee. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  George  D.  Wells. 

9th  Maryland,  Col.  Benjamin  L.  Simp- 
son. 
10th  Maryland,  Col.  William  H.  Revere, 

jr. 
34th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
S.  Lincoln. 

1st  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
Companies  A,  B, 
and  E. 

6th  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Companies  H  and 
M. 

2d    Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade), 
Cavalry  Company  F,  Capt.  George 
D.  Summers. 
17th  Indiana  Battery,   Capt.  Milton  L. 
Miner. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery C,  Capt.  Jeremiah  McCarthy. 

Unattached. 

1st  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  (four  companies),  Maj.  Frank  A.  Rolfe. 

*  At  Chai-leston,  Coals  Mouth,  Fayetteville,  Gauley  Bridge,  Camp  Piatt,  and  Camp 
White. 
f  Mounted  infantry. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  P.  Maulsby. 

1st  Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade), 

Maj.  Roger  E.  Cook. 
1st  Maryland     (Eastern    Shore),     Col. 

James  Wallace. 
2d  Maryland    (Eastern     Shore),    Col. 
Robert  S.  Rodgers. 

Maryland  Battalion  (Potomac  Home  Bri- 
gade) Cavalry,  Maj.  Henry  A. 
Cole. 

Loudoun  (Virginia)  Rangers,  Capt.  Sam- 
uel C.  Means. 

Maryland  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B, 
Capt.  Alonzo  Snow. 

32d  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Charles 
Kusserow. 
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MARTINSBURa. 


Col.  Andrew  T.  McRetnolds. 


Infantry  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Wildes. 

116th  Ohio,  Capt.  William  Myers. 
122d    Ohio  (detachment),  Capt.   Benja- 
min F.  Sells. 
123d    Ohio,  Maj.  Horace  Kellogg. 
87th  Pennsylvania     (five     companies), 

Maj.  Noah  G.  Ruhl. 
12th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  William  B. 
Curtis. 


Cavalry  and  Artillery. 

Maryland  Battalion  (Potomac  Home  Bri- 
gade) Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
William  Firey. 
1st  New  York  Cavalry,  Maj.  Timothy 
Quinn. 

12th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  Lewis 

B.  Pierce. 
1st  and    3d    West    Virginia    Cavah-y 
(detachments),  Capt.  George  W. 
McVicker. 

30th  New  York  Battery,   Lieut.  Alfred 
von  Kleiser. 


SEPARATE  BRIGADES. 


Averell's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell. 


28th  Ohio,  Col.  Augustus  Moor. 
2d    West   Virginia,*    Col.   George    R. 

Latham. 
3d    West  Virginia,*  Lieut.  Col.  Francis 

W.  Thompson. 
8th  West  Virginia,*  Col.  John  H.  Oley. 
10th  West  Virginia,    Col.    Thomas    M. 

Harris. 
16th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 

Julius  Jaehne. 
3d    Independent  Company  Ohio  Cav- 
alry,! Capt.  Frank  Smith. 
14th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  James 
N.  Schoonmaker. 


1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  A,t 
Capt.  Harrison  H.  Hagan. 

3d  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  E,f 
Capt.  Timothy  F.  Roane. 

3d  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Comijany  H,f 
Capt.  Wilham  H.  Fleslier. 

3d  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  I,t 
Capt.  George  A.  Sexton. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery B,  Capt.  John  V.  Keeper. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery G,  Lieut.  Howard  Morton. 


Campbell's  Brigade,  i 
Col.  Jacob  M.  Campbell. 


54th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  P. 

Linton. 
1st  West  Virginia,   Col.   Joseph  Tho- 

bum. 
Lafayette  (Pennsylvania)  Cavalry,  Sergt. 

Jefferson  G.  Van  Gilder. 


Ringgold  (Pennsylvania)  Cavalry,  Capt. 
Andrew  J.  Greenfield. 

Washington  (Pennsylvania)  Cavalry, 
Lieut.  John  Dabinett. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery E,  Capt.  Alexander  C.  Moore. 


Mulligan's  Brigade.  % 
Col.  James  A.  Mulligan. 


23d   Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Quirk. 
2d   Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade), 

Col.  Robert  Bruce. 
14th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Daniel  D.  John- 


1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L, 
Capt.  John  Rourke. 

Pennsylvania  Light  Battery  (militia), 
Capt.  Horatio  K.  Tyler. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery D,  Capt.  John  Carlin. 


*  Mounted  infantry. 

f  These  companies  apparently  under  command  of  Maj.  T.  Gibson,  14th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry. 
t  At  Moorefield,  Petersburg,  and  Romney. 
§  At  New  Creek,  Petersburg,  and  Romney. 
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Wilkinson's  Brigade* 

Col.  Nathan  Wilkinson. 

6th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  John  H.  Showalter. 
11th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Daniel  Frost. 
4th  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  W.  Snider. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va. 

2  J  Pennsylvania  Battalion  (militia),  Lieut.  CoL  John  C.  Lininger. 

Boniney,  W.  Va. 

15th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Maxwell  McCaslin. 

Sir  John's  Run,  W.  Va. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  John  E.  Wynkoopt 

Hagerstown,  Md. 

Maj.  Henry  Peale. 

18th  Connecticut,  Maj.  Henry  Peale. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillei-y,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Gen.  John  G.  Foster  commanding,  for  the  month  of  Au.gust,  1863. 


i 

Present • for 
duty. 

1 
op^    !  Aggregate  present. 

1^ 

ft 
be 

< 

19 
1,168 

Pieces   of 
artillery. 

Command. 

i 

E 
o 

19 
20 

1 
"'558' 

2 

Fort  Monroe  

District  of  Virginia: 

Headquarters  

9 

27 

305 

146 

'"'esi' 

3,904 
3,122 

9 

845 

6,298 

4,872 

9 
1,013 
9,271 
6,168 

Norfolk 

g 

Portsmouth 

26 

Yorkttiwn  and  vicinity 

30 

Total  District  of  Virginia 

:«7 

7,677 

11,024 

16,461 

62 

District  of  North  Carolina: 
Headquarters  

25 
194 
60 
58 
39 

33 

4,051 

890 

1,169 

1,180 

58 
5,502 
1,470 
1,647 
1,725 

62 

7.988 
2,2.53 
2,048 
2,097 

Defenses  of  New  Beme 

59 
13 
52 

64 

Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle 

8 

Sub-District  of  Beaufort 

9 

Sub-District  of  the  Pamlico 

6 

376 

7,  .323 

10,402 

14,448 

124 

87 

Grand  total                                   

802 

IS.SijS 

22,267 

.32,096 

124 

149 

*  At  Clarksburg,  Grafton,  and  Parkersburg. 

f  Serving  in  Department  of  the  South  and  dropped  from  return. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31, 1863. 

FOET  MONROE,  VA. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (nine  companies),  Col.  Joseph  Roberts. 

DISTRICT  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee. 

NORFOLK,  VA. 

Lieut.  Ck)l.  George  M.  Guion. 

148th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  M.  Guion. 
7th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Peter  C.  Regan. 

PORTSMOUTH,  VA. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 

GETTY'S  DIVISION.* 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland. 

8th  Connecticut,  Col.  John  E.  Ward. 
11th  Connecticut,    Capt.     WiUiam    H. 

Sackett. 
15th  Connecticut,      Col.      Charles     L. 

Upham. 
16th  Connecticut,  Lieuv.  Col.    John  H. 

Bumham. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  William  H.  P.  Steere. 

10th  New  Hampshire,  Col.   Michael  T. 

Dopohoe. 
13th  New  Hampshire,   Col.    Aaron   F. 

Stevens. 
4th  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  P. 

Buffum. 


Artillery. 

1st   Pennsylvania  Light,*Battery  A,  Capt.  John  G.  Simpson. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  James  GilUss. 

Provost  Guard. 

21st  Connecticut,  Col.  Arthur  H.  Dutton. 

unattached. 
Artillery. \ 

Capt.  Frederick  M.  Follett. 


8d   Pennsylvania  Heavy,    Company  F, 

Capt.  John  A.  Blake. 
3d   Pennsylvania  Heavy,    Company  G, 

Capt.  Joseph  W.  Sanderson. 
3d    Pennsylvania  Heavy.   Company  M, 

Capt.  Francis  H.  Reichard. 


4th  United    States,  Battery    D,   Capt; 

Frederick  M.  Follett. 
4th  United    States,   Battery    L,   Capt. 

Robert  V.  W.  Howard. 
99th  New  York  Infantry  (detachment), 

Lieut.  James  A.  Flemming. 


Cavalry. 

Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 

1st   New  York  Mounted  Rifles,t  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Onderdonk. 
11th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 

*The  First  Brigade  serving  in  Department  of  the  South. 
■f  In  Forts  Butler,  Griswold,  Reno,  Rodman,  aJJiJ  Tillinghast, 
i  On  detached  service  at  Wjlliamisburg, 
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YORKTOWN  AND  VICINITY.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Wistae. 


Wistar's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Wistae. 

99th  New  York,  Col.  David  W.  War- 
drop. 
118th  New  York,  Col.  Oliver  Keese,  jr. 
9th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Valentine  G. 
Barnejr. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Horace  T.  Sanders. 


Artillery. 

8th  New  York  Battery,  Captain  Butler 

Fitch. 
16th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Frederick 

L.  Hiller. 
1st   Pennsylvania  (held  and  staflf).  Col. 

Robert  M.  West. 
1st   Pennsylvania    Light,    Battery    E, 

Capt.  Thomas  G.  Orwig. 
2d   Wisconsin     Battery,    Lieut.    Carl 

Schulz. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.    George 

B.  Easterly. 


Cavalry. 

5th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lewis. 

Unattached  Infantry. 

139th  New  York,  Col.  Samuel  H.  Roberts. 

DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  PECK.f 

DEFENSES  OF  NEW  BERNE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer.  I 


17th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 
Fellows. 

23d   Massachusetts,    Col.  Andrew    El- 
weU. 

25th  Massachusetts   (five    companies), 
Maj.  Cornelius  G.  Atwood. 

27th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  William    A. 
Walker. 

92d    New  York,  Capt.  T.  Adams  Merri- 

man. 
132d    New  York.  Col.  Peter  J.  Claassen. 
158th  New  York,  Maj.  William  M.  Bur- 
nett. 


3d  New  York  Cavah-y,  Col.  Simon  H. 
Mix. 
12th  New   York    Cavalry  (seven    com- 
panies),  Lieut.    Col.     Philip  G. 
Vought. 
Mix's   (New   York)   Cavalry   Battahon, 
Capt.  Emory  Cummings. 
3d   New  York    Light   Artillery  (nine 
batteries).  Col.  Chas.  H.  Stewart. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  Bat-  ■ 

tery  F,  Lieut.  Thomas  Simpson. 
5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery.Col. 
Henry  T.  Sisson. 


SUB-DISTRICT  OF  THE  ALBEMARLE.  § 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessells. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Theodore  F.  Lehmann. 

85th  New  York,  Col.  Enrico  Fardella. 
92d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  An- 
derson, jr. 
96th  New  York,  Col.  Edgar  M.  CuUen. 
101st  Pennsylvania.  Lieut.  Col.  Alexan- 
der W.  Taylor. 
103d  Pennsylvania,    Maj.    Audley   W. 
Gazzam. . 


Not  Brigaded. 

12th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  E, 
Capt.  Raymond  Ferguson. 

24th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Lester 
Cady. 


*  Including  Gloucester  Point,  Newport  News,  and  Williamsburg, 
t  Assumed  command  August  14. 

i  Relieved  Brigadier-General  Heckman,  in  command  August  14, 
8  Troops  at  Plymouth. 
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SUB-DISTRICT  OF  BEAUFORT.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A.  HECKMAN.f 

9th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Abrani  Zabriskie. 
81st   New  York,  Col.  Jacob  J.  De  Forest. 
98th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  F.  Wead. 
13th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut.  James  M.  Sturgeon. 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Redmond  Tully. 

SUB-DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO.  J 

Lieut.  Col.  Oscar  Moulton. 

S.'jth  Massachusetts  (five  companies),  Capt.  Charles  H.  Foss. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  M.  McChesney. 
58th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Montgomery  Martin. 
12th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  Ralph  H.  Olmstead. 
23d    New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  Ransom. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the' Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

4^ 

P. 

i 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Command. 

1 

O 

1 

1 

s 

70 



90 

90 

New  York  City  and  Harbor  (Canby) : 

Staff     

7 
542 
162 

"8,' 716' 

15 

10,507 
4,018 

15 
16,809 
5,708 

City                      

"•izr' 

(§) 

Harbor 

711 

11,7.50 

14,540 

22,532 

327 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

1 
23 

184 
«2 
B4 

390 

369 
80 

1.38 
22 
70 

1 

26 
360 
136 

83 
498 
505 

96 
liJO 

23 
103 

1 
38 
391 
167 
86 
578 
611 
141 
1.52 
26 
116 

16 

17 
,58 
200 

■■■.56' 
92 
19 
20 

4 

Fort  Ontario,  N.  Y 

1 
6 
3 
3 
10 
19 
4 

r> 
1 

4 

Fort  Trumbull  Conn 

Fort  Adams,  R.  I  

Portsmouth  Grove  R  I            ... 

Fort  Independence,  Mass 

Fort  WaiTen,  Mass       

Fort  at  Clark's  Point,  Mass 

Fort  Con.stitution,  N.  H 

4 

Fort  Knox,  Me 

Fort  Preble,  Me 

44 

Grand  total 

84C 

13,183 

16,611 

24,929 

849 

B 

*  Troops  at  Beaufort,  Caroline  City,  Fort  Macon,  Morehead  City,  and  Newport 
Barracks. 
f  Assumed  command  August  18. 
i  Troops  at  Washington. 
§  Not  reported. 
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Troops  in   the   Department  of  the   East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  18G3. 

CITY  AND  HARBOR  6f  NEW  YORK. 
Brig.  Gen.  Edward  R.  S.  Canby. 

NKW  YORK  CITY. 

First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Romeyn  B.  Aykes. 


3d 


152d   New  York,  Col.  Alonzo  Ferguson. 
2d   United  States  (six  companies),Capt. 
Samuel  A.  McKee. 
United  States  (six  companies) ,  Capt. 
Andrew  Sheridan. 
4th  United    States   (four   companies), 

Maj.  Frederick  T.  Dent. 
6th  United    States    (five    companies), 

Capt.  Montgomery  Bryant. 
7th  United    States   (four    companies), 

Capt.  P.  W.  L.  Plympton. 
10th  United    States    (two    companies), 

Capt.  William  Clinton. 
11th  United  States  (six companies),  Maj. 

Jonathan  W.  Gordon. 
12th  United  States  (eight  companies), 
Maj.  Luther  B.  Bruen. 


14th  United    States    (eight   companies), 

Maj.  Grotius  R.  Giddings. 
17th  United   States   (seven   companies), 

Capt.  Walter  B.  Pease. 
3d   Vermont,  Col.  James  H.  Walbridge. 
3d   Vermont,- Col.  Thomas  O.  Seaver. 
4th  Vermont,    Lieut.    Col.   George    P. 

Foster. 
5th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  John  R.  Lewis. 
6th  Vermont,  Col.  Elisha  L.  Barney. 
14tli  New  York   Cavalry  (detachment), 

Capt.  George  Brenning. 
18th  New  York  Cavalry  (detachment).* 
7th  Massachusetts  Battery,  Capt.  Phin- 
eas  A.  Davis. 


Second  Brigade. 


14th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  H.   C. 

Cavins. 
27th  Indiana,  Col.  Silas  Colgrove. 

2d    Massachusetts,  Col.  WilUam  Cogs- 
well. 

3d    Michigan,  Col.  Byron  R.  Pierce. 

7th  Michigan,  Maj.  Sylvanus  W.  Curtis. 

1st  Minnesota,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Coates. 

4th  Ohio,  Maj.  Gordon  A.  Stewart. 

5th  Ohio,  Col.  John  H.  Patrick. 


Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 

7th  Ohio,  Col.  William  R.  Creighton. 
8th  Ohio,  Maj.  Albert  H.  Winslow. 
29th  Ohio,  Col.  William  T.  Fitch. 
66th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Powell. 
110th  Ohio,  Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 
122d    Ohio,  Col.  William  H.  BaU. 
126th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Har- 
lan. 
3d    Wisconsin,  Col.  WilUam  Ha,wley. 
3d    Connecticut  Battery,   Capt.   John 
W.  Sterlmg. 


Artillery. 
Capt.  Dunbar  R,  Ransom. 

1st   Delaware  Battery,  Capt.  Benjamin  Nields. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Guhan  V.  Weir. 


NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 


Davids  Island. 


Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Meikel. 

20th  Indiana,  Companies  A,  C,  E,  and 
H,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Meikel. 

30th  New  York  Battery  (detachment).* 

28th  New  York  Battery  (detachment), 
Lieut.  Robert  F.  Joyce. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Coi-ps  (detach- 
ment).* 


Fort  Hamilton. 
Col.  Hannibal  Day. 

37th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.   Col.  George 
L.  Montague. 

11th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detach- 
ment), Capt.  Seward  F.  Gould. 

13th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detach- 
ment), Capt.  George  A.  Bulmer. 

12th  United  States    ^headquarters    and 
Company  F),  Capt.  Mathew  M. 
Blunt. 
5th  U.     S.     Artillery     (headquarters). 
Lieut.  Thompson  P.  McElrath. 


*  Commander  not  of  recor.d. 
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Fort  at  Sandy  Hook. 
Maj.  Lemuel  Saviers. 

20th  Micliisan,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Sew- 
ell  H.  Parker. 

2(it)i  Mii-lii«iin,  Company  H,  Capt.  Henry 
V.  Steele. 

mil  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany C,  Ctipt.  Henry  P.  Merrill. 


Brir 


Riker's  Island. 
Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  Jackson. 


1st  Massachusetts,  Col.  Napoleon  B.  Mc- 

Laughlen. 
DetacJiments.* 

Fort  Colmnbus. 

('ol.  GUSTAVUS  LOOMIS. 

yth  United  States,  Capt.  Edwin  W.  H. 

Read. 
5th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Allen. 


Fort  La  Fayette. 

Lieut.  Col.  Maetin  Burke. 

Detachments,  Lieut.  Samuel  G.  Penney. 

Fort  Richmond. 

Col.  Marshall  S.  Howe. 

26th  Michigan  (eight  companies),  Capt. 
James  A.  Lothian. 

12th  United  States,  Company  H,  Capt. 
"Walter  S.  Franklin. 

11th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  ^  Com- 
pany A,  Capt.  William  Church. 

Fort  Schuyler. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Harvey  Brown. 

20th  Indiana,  Companies  B,  D,  F,  and 
G,  Col.  William  C.  L.  Taylor. 

20th  New  York  Battery,  Lieut.  Frank 
A.  Davis. 

28th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Josiah  C. 
Hannum. 


INDEPENDIVNT   posts. 


Fort  Adams,  Neivjaort,  R.  I. 

15tli  U.  S.  Infantry  (headquarters),  Col. 
Oliver  L.  Shepherd. 

Fort  Constitution,  N.  H. 

New  Hampshire  Heavy  Artillery,  1st 
Company,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Long. 

Fort  Knox,  near  Bucksport,  Me. 

1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment), 
Lieut.  Thomas  H.  Palmer. 

Fort  Prehle,  Portland,  Me. 

Maj.  George  L.  Andrews. 

17tli  U.  S.  Infantry.  Company  C,  2d  Bat- 
talion, Capt.  Nathaniel  Prime. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Col.  Justin  Dimicz. 

1st  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  Bat- 
talion, Maj.  Stephen  Cabot. 

1st  U  S.  Artillery  (headquarters).  Col. 
Justin  Dimick. 

Fort  at  Clark's  Point,  New  Bedford, 
Mass. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  6th  Com- 
pany, Capt.  John  A.  P.  Allen.    . 


Fort  Independence,  Bostoti,  Mass. 
Maj.  D.  L.  Floyd-Jones. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  3d  Com- 
pany, Capt.  Lyman  B.  Whiton. 
11th  U.   S.    Infantry    (recruits),    Capt. 
Alfred  E.  Latimer. 

Fort  Ontario,  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

16th  U.    S.    Infantry   (recruits),    Capt. 
Charles  H.  Lewis. 

Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Conn. 

Col.  William  Gates. 

Connecticut  Volunteer  Recruits,  Capt. 

Justin  H.  Chapman. 
3d  U.  S.   ArtiQery,  Battery  G,   Lieut 

liCwis  Smith. 

Portsmouth  Grove.  R.  I. 

Hospital  Guards,  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teers, Capt.  Christopher  Blanding. 

Troy,  N.  Y. 

5th  Michigan  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Pulford. 


*  Commander  not  of  reco]:d, 
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September  1,  1863—1  p.  m. 

(Keceived  1.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

My  infantry  and  cavalry  guarding  the  lower  fords  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock  got  into  position  last  evening,  and  early  this  morning 
General  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  left  Falmouth  for  Port  Con- 
way. At  the  latest  report  the  enemy  does  not  seem  to  have  perceived 
any  movement. 

On  Sunday  last,  hearing  there  was  a  considerable  force  of  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  at  Leesburg,  I  directed  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  be  sent 
there  and  to  examine  the  Loudoun  Valley.  I  should  have  reported 
this  earlier,  that  our  forces  in  that  vicinity  may  be  apprised  of  the 
fact. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hartwood  Church,  September  1,  1863. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Webb,  at  Banks'  Ford, 
8.45  a.  m.  : 

This  morning  all  is  as  usual  on  the  other  side.  There  is  no  evidence  of  unusual 
caution,  or  of  surprise  at  the  removal  of  the  cavalry  reserve;  no  saddling  of  horses 
usually  left  out  to  graze.  I  have  25  men  concealed  near  the  crossing,  and  from  the 
calling  of  rebel  pickets  across  the  river,  I  judge  that  the  menvi^ithout  arms  are  still 
beUeved  to  be  cavalry. 

ALEX.  S  WEBB, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 

All  quiet  at  this  hour,  11  a.  m. 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 

Major-  General. 


Hartwood,  September  1,  1863—13  p.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.,  2d.) 
General  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Have  you  heard  anything  about  the  enemy  crossing  below  Ellis' 
Ford  ?  The  cavalry  picket  from  there  report  that  he  was  driven 
away  by  a  small  party  crossing,  and  some  other  posts  were  attacked 
below  at  the  same  time. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  &c. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  2,  1863—9.  a.  m. 
Referred  to  General  Williams,  commanding   Twelfth  Corps,  at 
Kelly's  Ford. 
Have  you  heard  anything  of  this  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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September  2,  1863. 
No  such  report  has  reached  me.     I  discredit  it  ^_,^^ 

Major-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  1,  1863. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  note  which  has  been  received 
from  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Defenses  of  Washington.  Corps  and 
other  independent  commanders  are  desired  to  furnish,  with  as  lit- 
tle delay  as  practicable,  statements  giving  the  information  asked 
for.* 

The  rule  now  about  naming  forts  and  batteries  around  Washington  is  *o  give 
names  of  distinguished  oflacers  killed  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  from  wounds  or 
sickness  after  distinguished  services.  Will  you  mention  such  cases  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Pennsylvania  campaign,  including  Gettysburg?  Give  dates, 
localities,  and,  in  few  words,  circumstances  of  death. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  F.BAESTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

September  1,  1863. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  circular  from  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
names  of  the  following  officers  whose  memory  should  be  perpetuated 
in  the  history  of  their  country,  both  from  distinguished  services 
and  from  having  yielded  up  their  lives  in  its  defense. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Stephen  H.  Weed,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Distinguished 
at  Gaines'  Mill,  June  'Zl,  1862;  Malvern  Hill,  June  30  and  July  1, 
18G3 ;  Bull  Run  No.  2,  August  30,  1862;  Antietam,  September  17, 
1862 ;  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862 ;  Chancellorsville,  espe- 
cially May  1,  2,  and  3,  1863,  and  .Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863,  where  he 
lost  his  life. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  Strong  Vincent,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Distinguished 
at  the  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House,  May  27,  1862 ;  Fredericks- 
burg, December  13,  1862 ;  Chancellorsville,  May  2  and  3,  1863  ;  cav- 
alry iight  in  front  of  Aldie  the  latter  part  of  June,  1863,  and  espe- 
cially at  Gettysburg,  July  2, 1863,  where  he  was  mortally  wounded. 

3.  Col.  P.  H.  O'Rorke,  captain  of  Engineers.  Prominent  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, on  the  1st  of  May,  and  distinguished  at  Gettysburg,  July 
2,  1863,  where  he  lost  his  life,  bravely  leading  his  regiment. 

4.  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Hazlett,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery.  Distinguished 
at  Bull  Run,  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court-House,  Gaines'  Mill,  Mal- 
vern Bull  Run  No.  2,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
and  Gettysburg.  While  stooping  by  the  side  of  General  Weed,  to 
receive  his  last  wishes,  a  bullet  struck  the  lieutenant  in  the  head  and 

*See  Sykes  to  Williams,  September  1;  Warren  to  Vi/'illiams,  September  6,  and 
Frencli  to  Williams,  October  3.  Replies  from  other  corps  commanders  not 
found. 


Ohap.  XLI.]  correspondence,  etc. UNION.  149 

killed  him  almost  instantly  (July  2,  1863).     This  young  officer,  for 
his  grade,  had  no  superior  in  the  army. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  op  Defenses, 

Washington,  September  1, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  The  works  of  Rozier's  Bluff,  and  near  Jones'  Point  are  nearly 
ready  to  receive  guns — in  fact  they  could  have  been  mounted  some 
time  ago,  had  the  guns  and  platforms  been  available.  You  are  well 
aware  that  not  only  are  the  large  seaport  towns,  like  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, and  Philadelphia  making  strenuous  exertions  to  increase  their 
armament  of  improved  guns,  but  even  places  of  a  (comparatively) 
secondary  importance,  like  Portland,  &c.  If  we  have  war  with  a 
maritime  power  (a  possibility  which  incites  all  these  preparations), 
the  land  defenses  of  Washington  will  prove  unavailing  unless  also 
the  access  by  water  is  prevented. 

There  is  not  now  a  gun  mounted  for  the  defense  of  the  Potomac 
capable  of  having  the  slightest  effect  upon  an  iron-clad  vessel.  As 
it  seems  to  devolve  upon  me  to  represent  the  necessities  of  Wash- 
ington, I  would  recommend  that  among  the  guns  which  actually 
do  become  available,  a  fair  proportion  should  be  assigned  to 
Washington. 

The  Ordnance  Department  is  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  furnish 
guns.  It  has  no  voice,  however,  in  their  distribution,  and  as  there 
are  no  Governors  of  States  or  commissions  of  citizens  to  advocate 
the  needs  of  Washington,  I  feel  called  on  to  make  this  representa- 
tion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  Engineer  of  Defenses. 


Clarksburg,  September  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Beverly  : 
I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  your  question  definitely.  I  can  see 
no  reason,  however,  why  you  should  not  make  the  exchange  pro- 
posed. Send  medicine,  &c.  General  Jones'  report  of  your  affair 
appears  in  Baltimore  American  to-day;  he  reports  his  loss  at  200 
killed  and  wounded.     I  will  send  you  the  paper. 

[B.  F.  KELLEY], 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  [1],  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Clarksburg  : 
The  exchange  could  not  be  effected  without  further  orders  from 
General  Jones.     The  information  received  is  that  they  had  3,500  in 
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action  and  a  reserve  at  hand.  They  think  I  had  3,000  in  action, 
when  there  were  not  quite  half  that  number.  They  are  quarreling 
about  my  return,  saying  the  fate  of  Morgan  ought  to  have  been  ours. 
They  pursued  to  Big  Spring  with  advance  at  Elkwater.  I  think 
they  will  give  it  up. 

■'  WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  [Ij,  1863. 
Major  Gibson,  Buckhannon: 

From  all  I  can  learn,  I  think  you  alone  are  able  to  handle  any  force 
Jackson  may  send  in  by  the  way  of  Centreville.  He  certainly  can 
send  no  artillery  by  that  route.  However,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  the 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  Their  principal  force  is  yet  in  my  front. 
As  soon  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  movement  toward  Buckhannon 
is  not  a  feint,  you  shall  be  re-enforced. 

I  desire  you  to  keep  me  constantly  informed.  Remember  that 
your  men  can  fight  pretty  well.  Let  me  know  when  you  receive 
your  ammunition. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  [1],  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  Comdg.  Dept.  : 

Dispatch  received.  I  have  been  acting  upon  the  idea  which  Col- 
onel Campbell's  report  conveys.  Imboden  may  scatter  his  forces 
upon  my  communications.  One  of  his  men,  on  his  way  to  capture 
our  mail,  was  taken  in  Tucker  day  before  yesterday.  I  have  35 
men  after  2  officers  and  15  men  in  the  same  vicinity.  Also  scouts  to 
Petersburg,  Crab  Bottom,  and  in  front.  Jackson  has  been  reported 
by  several  parties  as  at  Marling's  Bottom.  Four  deserters,  just  in, 
report  the  same.  Jenkins  reported  at  Crab  Bottom.  Have  sent 
to  inquire  about'  him.  I  want  some  Linden  and  Burnside  carbine 
ammunition.  It  may  be  on  the  way.  I  regret  that  the  Seneca  route 
is  blockaded.  A  short  communication  is4hus  destroyed.  I  will  cut 
it  out  if  you  think  proper.  I  shall  be  ready  to  move  to  the  front 
again  as  soon  as  some  horses  are  furnished. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  11.  f  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  1,  1863. 

Maj.  J.  L.  Stackpole,  judge-advocate,  is  hereby  appointed  ijrovost 
judge,  and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 

Major  Stackpole's  powers  will  be  the  same  as  those  had  by  Major 
BoUes,  and  as  stated  in  General  Orders,  Nos.  6  and  41,  Department 
of  Virginia. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  September  2,  ISG.'J. 

(Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
The   following  dispatch  of    General   Kilpatrick's,  just  received 
through  General  Pleasonton,  is  transmitted  for  your  information  : 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

September  1,  1863—3  p.  m. 
General  Pleasonton: 

My  advance  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  one-half  mUe  north  of  King  George  Court- 
House.  I  am  advancing  on  the  three  roads  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  strength  of 
the  enemy.     The  gunboats  came  up  to  Port  Conway  on  Satm-day. 

KILPATEICK, 

General. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
The  following  dispatch  from  General  Kilpatrick,  just  received 
through  General  Pleasonton,  is  forwarded  for  your  information  : 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

September  2,  1863—5.40  a.  m. 
I  drove  the  enemy  across  the  river  last  evening.     Have  my  guns  in  position  below 
and  above  the  gunboats,  near  Port  Conway.     Elder  is  within  700  yards  of  one  boat. 
The  enemy  have  shown  four  guns.     No  news  of  the  iron-clads. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-  General. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

September  2,  18G.3. 
General  Pleasonton  : 

Everything  is  quiet.  I  have  no  news  from  Kilpatrick  save  what 
I  sent  last  night.  I  thouglit  1  heard  guns  at  G  a.  m.  down  the  river, 
but  am  not  positive.     There  is  no  change  of  tlie  enemy  in  my  front. 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelpth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Ellis'  Ford,  Va.,  September  2,  18G3. 

(Received  G  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgbrs, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  the  corps,  that  General  Greene  reported  to  me  at 
7.30  o'clock  last  evening  that  the  cavalry  pickets  stationed  at  Skin- 
ker's  Dam,  about  a  mile  below  Ellis'  Ford,  were  being  fired  upon. 
His  brigade  was  put  under  arms,  and  Major  Thomas,  with  100  men  of 
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the  One  hundred  and  forty -ninth  New  York,  was  sent  to  that  point 
to  reconnoiter,  discovering  that  the  rebels,  to  the  number  of  from  10 
to  15,  crossed  on  the  dam  and  attacked  the  pickets,  and  after  killing 
one  and  scattering  the  rest  they  recrossed.  Major  Thomas  has  been 
ordered  to  remain  there  until  relieved  by  an  infantry  force  to  be 
sent  from  United  States  Ford  by  General  Warren.  He  has  discov- 
ered no  enemy,  and  the  lines  have  been  quiet  since  his  arrival. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  lines,  and  find  from  my 
officers'  statements  that  there  are  about  300  cavalry  in  our  front,  be- 
tween Ellis'  and  Kemper's  Fords,  and  by  indications  I  judge  there 
is  also  a  section  of  artillery.  These  movements  and  changes  of  the 
enemy  are  evidently  in  apprehension  of  some  movement  of  ours. 
I  do  not  apprehend  any  aggressive  step  on  their  part  at  present. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


YORKTOWN,  Va., 
September  2,  1863. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk  : 
Colonel  Onderdonk  returned  from  Gloucester.      Found  nothing 
there.     Enemy  left  on  Friday.     Reports  portions  of  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Virginia  Cavalry  in  Middlesex. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
September  2,  1863— 10.  .30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.  : 
It  is  reported  that  Cape  Henry  light  is  not  sufficiently  guarded,  and 
is  in  danger.     Please  look  to  this. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


September  3,  1863 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Colonel  Lowell, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Centreville: 
Colonel  Devin,  commanding  the  cavalry  brigade  sent  to  Lees- 
burg,  has  returned.  He  reached  Leesburg  Monday  [August  31]. 
White,  with  about  300  men,  had  been  there  a  day  or  two  before,  but 
had  retired  to  Upperville.  Imboden  had  not  been  there,  nor  any 
other  force  than  White's.  A  Richmond  paper  of  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber states  that  Mosby  received  two  serious  wounds  in  the  fight  near 
Fairfax  Court-House,  and  has  been  taken  to  his  father's  residence 
at  Amherst. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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September  3,  1863—13.30  p.  m. 
Circular  to  Corps  Commanders: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
expedition  sent  from  the  left  flank  of  this  army  has  returned,  after 
having  successfully  accomplished  its  object,  by  destroying  the  two 
gunboats  recently  captured!^  from  us  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  although  the  particular  contingency 
under  which  the  troops  were  recently  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness 
to  move  at  short  notice  is  not  likely  now  to  occur,  yet  the  necessity 
for  such  movements  may  arise  at  any  moment,  and  corps  command- 
ers are  expected  to  hold  their  troops  prepared  to  move  at  brief  notice. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  3,  1863—11  p.  m. 

(Received  11,45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

I  propose  to  go  to  New  Berne  to-morrow  upon  urgent  business  con- 
nected with  the  contraband  colony.  I  start  in  the  Spaulding  in  the 
evening,  unless  you  do  not  desire  me  to  go.  I  propose  to  send  the 
Spaulding  directly  on  to  Charleston,  with  some  ammunition  for  the 
navy  that  is  waiting  shipment  here,  and  to  have  her  bring  back 
the  latest  news.  From  Mr.  Fulton's  statement  1  infer  that  something 
interesting  will  shortly  occur  in  that  quarter.  Have  you  a  desire  to 
go  down  there  ?  If  so,  this  will  be  the  fairest  opportunity,  as  the 
Spaulding  is  a  safe  and  swift  steamer. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
September  4,  1863—1.24  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
You  will  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  regard  to  visiting  other 
parts  of  your  department.     Information  received  here  indicates  that 
Lee's  army  will  soon  move.     It  is  not  possible  for  me  at  present  to 
go  to  Charleston. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va..  September  4,  1863. 

(Received  5.30  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Nothing  new  in  my  department.    All  quiet,  except  we  are  annoyed 
in  some  counties  with  bushwhackers  and  horse-thieves.     I  keep 
scouts  constantly  after  them. 

General  Averell  is  at  Beverly,  resting   his  command,   shoeing 
horses,  and  getting  up  supplies  and  ammunition.     I  am  now  satisfied 
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that  Jones  and  Jackson  contemplated  a  raid  into  this  part  of  the 
State,  and  that  Averell's  expedition  has  frustrated  their  plans. 
Deserters  report  Jones'  loss  in  the  late  action  much  more  than  ours. 
He  lost  4  colonels  killed  and  wounded,  and  quite  a  number  of  line 
officers. 

All  safe  along  line  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Northwestern  Rail- 
roads. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  op  Defenses, 

Washington,  September  4,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  following  works  and  forts, 
forming  part  of  the  Defenses  of  Washington,  may  be  called  after 
the  officers  whose  names  are  set  opposite,  and  who  have  died  or  been 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  : 

Fort  at  Rozier's  Bluff,  on  east  side  of  the  Potomac  River,  2  miles 
below  Alexandria,  to  be  called  Fort  Foote,  after  Rear- Admiral  A.  H. 
Foots,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  died  of  disease  June  2G,  1863,  and  whose  dis- 
tinguished services  in  command  of  the  United  States  naval  forces 
upon  the  Western  rivers  are  well  known. 

Water  battery  a.t  Alexandria  to  be  called  Battery  Rodgers,  after 
Fleet  Capt.  G.  W.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  killed  August  17,  1863,  in  a 
naval  attack  upon  Fort  Wagner,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Fort  Blenker,  south  side  of  Potomac,  to  be  called  Fort  Reynolds, 
after  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Reynolds,  killed  July  1,  1863,  at  Gettysburg, 
Pa. 

Redoubt  A,  near  Fort  Lyon,  to  be  called  Fort  Weed,  after  Stephen 
H.  Weed,  captain  Fifth  Artillery,  brigadier-general  of  volunteers, 
killed  July  2,  1863,  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Redoubt  B,  near  Fort  Lyon,  to  be  called  Fort  Farnsworth,  after 
Brig.  Gen.  Elon  J.  Farnsworth,  killed  July  3,  1863,  at  Gettysburg, 
Pa. 

Redoubt  C,  near  Fort  Lyon,  to  be  called  Fort  O'Rorke,  after 
Patrick  H.  O'Rorke,  first  lieutenant  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army 
(colonel  of  volunteers),  killed  July  2,  1863,  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Redoubt  D,  near  Fort  Lyon,  to  be  called  Fort  Willard,  after 
George  L.  Willard,  major  Nineteenth  Infantry  (colonel  of  volun- 
teers), killed  July  2,  1863,  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  Barnard,  ■ 

Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  Engineer  Defenses  of  Washington. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  4,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General,  Washington,  D.   C: 
General:  Having,  under  instructions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  visited 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  you  will  proceed  to  make  the  further  in- 
spections prescribed  by  these  instructions. 


Chap.  XLI.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  155 

You  will  visit  the  principal  armies  in  the  field,  and  the  principal 
depots  of  supplies  in  the  Middle  States,  and  in  the  South  and  South- 
Avest,  so  far  as  time  will  permit,  aiming  to  return  to  this  city  in  sea- 
so)i  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  your  department.  If  x>ossible,  it 
is  desired  that  your  tour  should  extend  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  to  the  depots  at  Memphis  and  Vicksburg.  On  the  way,  the 
depots  on  the  Susquehanna  and  Ohio,  and  that  at  Saint  Louis  should 
be  visited. 

All  commanding  officers  will,  upon  presentation  of  this  order,  or 
of  an  official  copy  thereof,  afford  you  every  facility  in  their  power 
to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  department  of  which  you  have  charge, 
and  the  condition  of  the  equipment  and  outfit  of  the  troops  in  quar- 
ters, tents,  clothing,  baggage,  ammunition,  and  ambulance  wagons, 
animals,  and  other  supplies  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. The  troops  should  be  visited  in  their  camps,  and  portions  of 
them  reviewed  and  inspected  on  parade. 

You  will  report  from  time  to  time  the  result  of  your  observations, 
and  Avill  give  such  orders  in  relation  to  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment as  you  iind  necessary  for  the  correction  of  abuses  and  errors, 
and  for  promoting  efficiency  and  economy  in  its  operations.  Your 
attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  subject  of  steamboat  naviga- 
tion on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi. 

You  will  keep  this  office  informed  by  telegraph  of  your  address. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


New  York  City,  September  5,  1863. 

(Received  11.40  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  note  of  the  3d  is  just  received.  Six  thousand  men  will 
embark  so  soon  as  transportation  is  ready.  Others  will  follow  as 
soon  as  possible. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


New  York, 
September  5,  1863—13  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  private  letter  is  just  received.     I  can  send  you  back  5,000 
men  to-day,  if  you  desire  it.     Shall  I  send  them  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


New  York  City, 
September  5,  1863-3.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Since  telegraphing  you  I  have  seen  General  Canby,  and  orders 
have  been  given  for  6,000  men  to  move.  Over  4,000  will  embark 
immediately. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


156  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLI. 

Washington,  D.  C, 
September  5,  1863—10.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Dix, 

New  York: 
Send  Colonel  Mindil's  regiment,  as  soon  as  it  is  mustered,  to  this 
place,  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.     Send  by  water. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  City  and  Harbor, 

No.  18.  j  New  York,  September  5,  1863. 

I.  As  the  immediate  necessity  no  longer  exists,  the  troops  now 
quartered  or  encamped  in  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  guards 
at  the  offices  of  the  provost-marshals  and  depots  of  public  property, 
will  be  removed  and  encamped  at  convenient  points  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  in  City  and  Harbor, 

No.  47.  j  New  York,  September  5,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Ayres  will  order  the  Second  Regiment  Ver- 
mont Volunteers  to  proceed  this  afternoon,  or  early  this  evening,  to 
the  city  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  the  draft  for  the' Twelfth  Con- 
gressional District  takes  place  on  Monday,  the  7th  instant.  On  its 
arrival  there,  the  commanding  officer  will  report  to  Capt.  Isaac  Piatt, 
provost-marshal. 

Brigadier-General  Ayres  will  also  order  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Ver- 
mont Volunteers  to  proceed  this  afternoon,  or  early  this  evening,  to 
the  village  of  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  draft  for 
the  Thirteenth  Congressional  District  takes  place  on  Monday,  the  7th 
instant.  On  arrival  at  that  place,  the  commanding  officer  of  these 
regiments  will  report  to  Capt.  Joshua  Fiero,  jr.,  provost-marshal. 
Captain  Nields,  commanding  First  Delaware  Battery,  will  detach  a 
section  to  proceed,  in  company  with  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Regiments 
Vermont  Volunteers,  to  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  to  be  reported  in  like 
manner  on  arrival  at  that  place. 

All  these  troops  will  take  their  tents  with  them  and  be  provided 
with  one  day's  cooked  rations.  Maj.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  quarter- 
master, U.  S.  Army,  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
will  order  one  section  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Battery  to  proceed 
this  afternoon,  or  early  this  evening,  to  the  village  of  Kingston, 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y. ,  where  the  draft  of  the  Thirteenth  Congres- 
sional District  takes  place  on  Monday,  the  7th  instant.  On  its  arrival 
at  that  place,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  section  will  report  to 
Capt.  Joshua  Fiero,  jr.,  provost-marshal. 

The  men  will  take  their  tents  with  them  and  be  supplied  with  one . 
day's  cooked  rations.     Maj.   Stewart  Van  Vliet  wiU  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 
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The  section  must  be  ready  to  leave  in  company  with  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers,  who  are  destined  for  the  same 
place. 

V.  Col.  A.  Ferguson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York 
Volunteers,  will  proceed  to  Washington  Park,  Brooklyn,  with  his 
regiment  and  establish  his  headquarters  there.  He  will  detail  one 
company  for  duty  at  each  of  the  following  provost-marshal's  offices: 
First  District,  Jamaica,  Long  Island;  Second  District,  No.  26  Grand 
street,  Williamsburg ;  Third  District,  No.  359  Washington  street, 
Brooklyn. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Artillery  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  5,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  an  application* 
from  Capt.  F.  C.  Gibbs,  commanding  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  recruit  for  his 
battery,  made  upon  the  supposition  that  there  will  be  no  draft  in 
Ohio. 

I  have  no  reliable  information  that  the  draft  has  been  suspended, 
although  it  is  stated  that  officers  sent  to  Ohio  for  drafted  men  have 
been  ordered  to  open  recruiting  offices  for  volunteers.  There  is  also 
a  prevailing  belief  that  recruits  are  not  to  be  furnished  to  the  artil- 
lery until  after  the  cavalry  and  infantry  regiments  are  filled. 

The  batteries  have  large  numbers  of  men  from  those  two  arms. 
They  are  reported  as  "temporarily  attached," but  are  in  effect  per- 
manently so,  and  to  withdraw  them  would  at  once  break  up  the  bat- 
teries. Besides,  many  of  the  men  volunteered  for  the  service  on  the 
understanding  that  they  were  to  serve  out  their  terms  in  the  artil- 
lery. Many  inconveniences,  both  to  the  regiments  and  batteries, 
result  from  this,  and  it  is  very  important  tliat  the  batteries  be  filled 
up,  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  with  men  enlisted  specially  for 
them. 

If  the  men  now  serving  in  the  batteries  be  allowed  to  re-enlist  for 
them,  under  Paragraphs  VII  and  VIII,  General  Orders,  No.  191,  War 
Department,  current  series,  it  will  obviate  many  of  the  evils  now 
existing  and  free  the  regimental  rolls  of  so  many  detached  men. 
The  balance  required  should  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
not  furnished  soon,  large  additional  drafts  on  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
regiments  of  men  for  ' '  temporary  service  "  will  be  required,  to  ena- 
ble the  batteries  to  take  the  field.  They  will  weaken  the  regiments 
and  not  be  properly  instructed  in  their  artillery  duties.  The  appli- 
cations for  permission  to  recruit  for  batteries  are  getting  to  be  so 
numerous  that  I  respectfully  request  that  some  general  provision 
be  made  to  supTjly  recruits  to  all. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

*  Omitted, 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  13.  )    .  September  5,  1863. 

Capt.  Alexander  N.  Shipley,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army, 
having  reported  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  department, 
in  accordance  with  Paragraph  22,  Special  Orders,  War  Department, 
August  27,  1863,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  chief  quarter- 
master of  this  department,  vice  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson,  addi- 
tional aide-de-camp  and  assistant  quartermaster,  resigned.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch: 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  Septerriber  6,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  Rosecrans  seems  apprehensive  that  re-enforcements  to 
Bragg  have  been  sent  from  Lee's  army  to  East  Tennessee  by  Lynch- 
burg. Employ  every  possible  means  to  ascertain  if  this  be  so.  If 
Lee  has  sent  any.  troops  to  Tennessee,  I  must  re-enforce  Burnside. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  September  6,  1863. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

No  movement  of  troops  from  Lee's  army  has  been  reported  by 
scouts  or  deserters,  except  that  yesterday  a  deserter  said,  on  his 
recent  trip  from  Richmond,  he  had  met  Cooke's  brigade  at  Hanover 
Junction,  marching,  it  is  said,  to  Richmond.  This  brigade  has 
always  been  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  and  was  sent  to 
Fredericksburg  when  Lee  first  fell  back  to  the  Rapidan. 

Some  days  since,  scouts  reported  McLaws'  division,  of  Longstreet's 
corps,  having  moved  to  Walter's  Tavern,  about  10  miles  north  of 
Frederick's  Hall  Station,  on  the  Gordonsville  railroad.  The  object 
of  this  movement  was  said  to  be  for  the  convenience  of  supplies,  but 
it  may  have  been  to  cover  their  withdrawal,  though  this  fact  has  not 
been  reported. 

I  think  if  any  movement  except  Cooke's  had  taken  place,  I  should 
have  been  advised,  though  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  reliable  infor- . 
mation.     The  movement  of  Cooke  I  considered  due  to  General  Fos- 
ter's operations  on  the  Peninsula.     I  will  endeavor  to  get  scouts 
across  the  lines. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  6,  1863—4  p.  m.    (Received  5  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  : 

Wesley  Norris,  a  free  negro,  came  into  our  lines  from  Culpeper 
yesterday  about  sunset.  He  states  he  was  formerly  the  property  of 
George  Washington  Oustis,  who  died  at  Arlington,  Va.,  about  six 
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years  ago.  By  his  will  lie  was  made  free,  after  having  served  five 
years  for  General  Lee.  He  has  been  hired  out  of  late  to  Alexander 
Dudley,  superintendent  of  the  York  River  Railroad,  who  discharged 
him  a  few  days  before  he  left  Richmond. 

He  states  that  he  left  Richmond  on  Friday  last,  with  a  pass  from 
General  Custis  Lee,  to  go  through  our  lines  via  Culpeper.  He  took 
the  Central  cars  via  Gordonsville,  and  arrived  in  Gordonsville  about 
noon  and  staid  there  two  hours.  Saw  no  troops  on  the  move  or 
march.  Saw  some  in  camp,  to  the  right  of  Gordonsville,  perhaps 
4,000  or  5,000,  just  out  of  the  town;  looked  as  if  they  had  been  in  the 
camp  some  little  time.  The  Charlottesville  cars  run  into  the  same 
depot. 

He  states  that  if  any  troops  had  been  moving  from  or  toward  Char- 
lottesville he  would  have  known  it.  He  talked  with  several  persons 
at  Gordonsville.  They  said  nothing  about  the  movement  of  troops 
anywhere.  He  saw  many  troops  in  camp  at  Orange  Court-House. 
All  in  camp;  none  on  the  march.  He  had  to  get  off  there  to  get  a 
pass,  when  the  cars  left  him  and  he  walked  to  Culpeper.  Got  to  Cul- 
peper on  Saturday.  Yesterday  morning  saw  troops  in  several  places 
between  Orange  Court-House  and  Culpeper.  Went  all  the  way  on 
the  railroad,  showing  his  pass  only  once.  Saw  no  troops  at  Culpeper, 
but  some  wagons  and  a  few  [sic].  Went  to  the  provost-marshal, 
who  examined  his  passes  and  made  some  objections  to  his  coming 
through.  Was  put  on  a  horse  in  the  afternoon,  blindfolded,  and  sent 
to  our  pickets  at  Rappahannock  Station. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Septeviber  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Captain  Sharra,  commanding  detachment  of  First  Indiana  Cav- 
alry,"just  returned  from  the  neighborhood  of  Aldie,  captured  3  of 
Mosby's  men  near  Cool  Spring  Gap,  who  will  be  sent  to  general 
headquarters  to-morrow.  No  signs  of  any  raid.  Mosby  not  dead, 
but  wounded  at  Culpeper.     The  men  think  he  will  be  fit  for  duty  in 


six  weeks. 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

September  6,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.   Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  In  reply  to  circular  of  September  1,  1863,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
statements  concerning  distinguished  ofiicers  of  this  corps  killed  in 
battle  during  the  recent  campaign: 

1.  Brigadier-General  Zook.  This  officer  was  formerly  colonel  of 
the  Fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  was  distinguished  for 
his  bravery  on  many  occasions,  particularly  at  Fredericksburg.  He 
was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  early  in  the  action  of  July  3, 
at  Gettysburg. 
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2.  Gol.  E.  E.  Cross,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers.  This  officer 
has  borne  a  reputation  in  this  corps  for  the  most  intrepid  bravery 
on  nearly  every  battle-field  on  which  this  army  has  fought,  and  was 
several  times  severely  wounded.  His  regiment,  under  his  discipline, 
was  excelled  by  none.  He  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  at 
Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863.  ,,,    ^, 

3.  Col.  George  H.  Ward.  This  officer  lost  a  leg  at  Ball's  Bluff; 
returned  to  his  command  with  an  artificial  leg,  and  was  killed  while 
mounted,  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  main  line  of  battle,  at 
Gettysburg.     He  was  in  command  of  a  brigade. 

4.  Colonel  Willard,  major  Eighth  Infantry.  Killed  at  the  head  of 
his  brigade,  at  Gettysburg,  July  2. 

5.  First  Lieut.  A.  H.  Gushing,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery.  Killed 
while  commanding  his  battery  at  Gettysburg,  July  3.  His  gallant 
conduct  was  a  subject  of  universal  remark  in  this  corps.  He  was 
slightly  wounded  an  hour  before  he  was  killed. 

6.  First  Lieut.  G.  A.  Woodruff,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  commanding 
Ricketts'  (afterward  Kirby's)  battery.  This  officer  was  the  associate 
of  the  late  General  Kirby  in  the  different  actions  in  which  the  bat- 
tery was  engaged,  and  was  himself  an  officer  of  marked  bravery  and 
of  great  ability.  His  services  at  Gettysburg  were  highly  merito- 
rious.    Killed  July  3,  1863. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-G-eneral  of  Volunteers. 


Rappahannock  Station, 

September  6,  1863. 
Lieutenant  Parsons, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
My  pickets  report  that  about  midnight  they  could  hear  noises  like 
the  tearing  up  of  the  railroad  track,  also  the  sound  of  heavy  wagons 
or  artillery  moving  in  direction  of  Brandy  Station.     The  enemy's 
line  remains  unchanged  since  last  report. 

H.  D.  MANN, 
Captain  Eighth  Neiu  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Pickets. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  8,  18G3.     (Received  6.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Oeneral-in-Chief : 

John  Wilson,  a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  who  has  been  for  some  time 
living  on  the  James  River,  came  into  our  lines  yesterday,  and 
reports  that  he  came  through  Lynchburg,  Charlottesville,  Gordons- 
vifle,  &c. ,  and  that  he  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  movements  of 
troops  from  Lynchburg  south,  except  that  he  met  numerous  cavalry- 
men leading  their  horses,  who  said  they  were  sent  home  to  remount 
themselves.  Scouts  from  Fredericksburg  report  no  change  in  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  Cooke's  brigade  has  gone  to  Hanover  Junc- 
tion, as  previously  reported.  McLaws'  division,  they  could  not  say 
had  or  had  not  gone  from  Walter's  Tavern,  10  miles  north  of  Frede- 
rick's Halh  where  it  was  last  reported. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Mojor-Cfeneral,  Commanding. 
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Hartwood  Church, 

SeptetnbBr  8,  18G3. 
Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 

Notlung  new  from,  my  picket  lines.  General  Meade'a  scouts' re- 
crossed  the  river  near  Ballard's  Dam  this  morning  at  2  o'clock.  They 
report  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  encamped  opi)Osite  Ballard's  Dam, 
and  a  large  body  of  infantry  a  short  distance  back. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- Oeneral. 

War  Department, 

September  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Genei-al  Heintzelrnan  reports  that  he  has  no  reliable  troops  for 
escorts  of  drafted,  men  from  Alexandria. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade, 

Washington,  D.  C-,  September  8,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report"  for'  the  infor- 
mation of  the  commanding  general : 

The  canvas  pontoon  train  to  the  extent  of  thirty  new- boats,  or  for 
600  feet,  is  essentially  complete,  with  its  wagons  and  trucks,  for  field 
service.  .This  makes  available  1,000  feet  of  canvas  or  500  feet  of 
trestle  bridging,  the  two  being  combined'  in-  this  species  of  train. 
The  canvas  for  the  additional  200  feet  directed  is  also  on  hand,  but 
although  I  have  successively  ordered  the  proper  lumlaer  from  New 
York  and  from  Baltimore,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  it,  and 
shall  now  probably  have  to  prepare  the  remaining  boat  frames  from 
the  balks  now  on  hand. 

The  mechanics  of  the  command  have  been  vigoi-onsly  occupied 
upon  the  large  number  of  trucks  and  wagons  of  the  trains  that  have 
needed  repairs,  and  in  repairing  the  boats  of  the  different  trains,  and 
especially  in  rebuilding,  the  boats  which  had  been  destroyed  upon 
the  Upper  Potomac,  a  large  number  of  which  ■  had  been  recovered. 
In  many  cases  these  have  been  almost  entirely  renewed,  and,  it  is  re- 
ported to  me,  from  the  details  of  expensed  kept,  at  much  less  than 
one-half  the  original  cost  of  these  boats  to  the  Government  by  con- 
tract.       ......  '.•"■'- 

And  while  the  daily  infantry  drills  of  the  command  have  been  kept 
up,' the  pontoon  drills  have  also  progressed,  and  latterly  to  my  ex- 
treme s.itisf  action.  I  have  to  .  report  that  within  the  last  week  or 
two,  by  a  method  I  have  proposed  since  I  first  took  charge  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  which  I  have  now  enforced  under  my  personal  supervision 
(against  the  preconceived  notions,  not  to  say  prejudices  of  perhaps 
all  the  officers  of  the  brigade),  I  have  succeeded  beyond  my  most 
sanguine  expectations  in  a  rapid  construction  and  dismantling  of  a 
.  ^bridge  suitable  and  in  most  -cases  applicable  f  of  use  uiideir  fire.    By 
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this  metliod,  with  a  force  of  only  450  to  500  men  (all  I  liad  avixilable), 
and  not  more  than  one-half  of  what  I  could  have  worked  to  good 
advantage  (thereby,  of  course,  greatly  reducing  even  the  short  time 
occupied  during  the  past  week),  and  on  our  first  trial  with  so  largo 
a  bridge,  with  many  of  the  men  new  to  the  work,  we  have  prepared 
the  bridge  for  crossing  the  Eastern  Branch  here,  1,300  feet  long, 
ilismantling  it  in  five  to  six  minutes,  constructing  it  in  eight  to  elevcji 
ijiinutes,  and  swinging  it  into  position  ready  for  a  column  of  infantry 
to  cross  in  eight  to  ten  minutes. 

On  yesterday  this  bridge  was  dismantled  comi)letely  in  three  and 
a  half  or  in  four  and  a  half  mimites  (as  different  observers  reported), 
it  was  constructed  in  ten  and  in  position  so  that  infantry  landed  and 
ffjmmenced  fire  from  it  in  eight  mx)re,  and  it  was  ready  for  the  pas- 
sage of  artillery  in  less  than  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the  order 
to"  construct"  was  given;  while  by  my  plan  this  bridge  will  carry, 
well  concealed,  an  attacking  force  equal  to  one  man  for  every  foot 
of  its  length. 

I  have  special  satisfaction  in  reporting  these  facts,  as  .showing  tlio 
ability  and  importance  of  the  drill  here,  and  the  proficiency  attain- 
able, which  is  absolutely  impossible  to  be  accomjdished  at  the  front 
or  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

And  this  leads  me  to  the  subject  of  the  additions  that  had  been 
hoped  for  from  the  drafted  men  for  these  regiments.  On  the  29tli 
of  July,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  your  headquarters,  asking  that  a])pli- 
cation  should  be  made  to  the  proper  authority  that  mechanics  or 
other  select  men  should  bo  assigned  or  permitted  to  go  to  these  regi- 
ments from  the  newly  drafted  men,  but  to  this  I  have  as  yet  no 
reply,  while  I  find  by  the  reports  of  my  officers  sent  to  Elmira, 
.according  to  orders,  that  while  not  a  single  man  has  -been  permitted 
to  go  to  these  regiments,  notwithstanding  the  large  numbers  that 
desire  to,  these  very  officers  are  kept  from  my  poorly  officered  regi- 
jnents,  and  even  put  into  the  permanent  garrison  company  at  that 
post,  thus  still  more  weakening  instead  of  strengthening  my  com- 
mand. 

It  is  desirable  to  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  this  brigade,  now  reduced 
in  its  effective  force  for  the  two  regiments  to  less  than  one-third  of 
the  organization  of  one  regiment  of  Engineers,  and  if  the  order  pre- 
viously asked  for  cannot  be  obtained,  I  would  respectfully  request " 
authority  for  an  officer  to  report  at  such  point  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  as  maybe  deemed  best,  to  select  the  mechanics  and  other 
men  suitable  for  transfer  to  this  brigade  and  to  those  headquarters, 
where  they  can  be  properly  drilled,  as  they  can  nowhero  else,  my 
experience  showing  me  that  the  new  men  may  be  mouths  or  years 
with  an  army  at  the  front,  and  still  be  of  no  more  use  as  pontooniers 
i  han  only  ordinary  infantry,  while  even  one  month  here  may  suffice 
to  make  them  effective. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Virginia, 

No.  2.  S  Norfolh,   Va.,  September  9,  1863. 

I.  Hereafter  under  no  circumstances  shall  a   search  bo  made  or 
shall  any  property  be  taken  from  citizens,  within  the  lines  of  thii:' 
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command,  witliout  t]io  express  written  order  of  a  general  officer,  and 
tlie  search  or  seizure  shall  be  conducted  under  the  direction  of  a 
commissioned  oiftccr. 

II.  Under  no  circumstances  shall  property  betaken  from  a  citizen 
without  tho  lines,  unless  by  an  officer  detailed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose by  order  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  detachment ;  the 
latter  to  bo  of  not  less  rank  than  tliatof  a  field  officer. 

III.  In  every  iustaiiue  where  property  shall  be  taken,  a  receipt 
sliall  be  given  by  a  ([uartor master  or  commissary,  specifying  the  date, 
place,  name  of  owiior,  his  known  loyalty  or  suspected  disloyalty,  an 
aixMii'.ouc  (iesci-iptiou  of  the  kind  and  quantity  and  the  value  thereof, 
and  by  whose  order  it  was  taken,  and  in  every  instance  the  property 
sli.ili  atoiice  bo  entcirod  upon  the  returns  of  tliu  proper  officers. 

IV.  Comiuiinding  ollicers  of  detachments  who  shall  capture  any 
pr<)[M-rty,  will  include  an  accurate  invoice  of  the  samein  their  ;-e])oi-t. 

V.  _  TJie  following  extract  is  published  and  will  be  rigitlly  enforced, 
;is  I'oilows  : 

CiENEitAL  Orders,  |  Vi?aji  Dupartment, 

No.  sy.  f  Washington,  MarviL  ol,  im'S. 


II.  It  is  further  ordLTcd  tliat  every  officer  or  private,  or  persona  employed  ui  or 
witli  the  regular  or  volunteer  turc(;'w  of  the  United  States,  who  may  receive  or  have 
under  his  control  any  ))ropcrty  which  shall  have  been  abandoned"  by  the  owner  or 
ov.-ners,  or  captured  in  any  district  declared  to  be  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States,  including  all  property  seized  under  miUtaiy  orders,  exoeptmg  only  such  as 
shall  lie  required  for  military  use  of  the  United  States  forces,  shall  promptly  turn 
over  all  such  property  lo  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
receiv(?  the  same,  who  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  tlierefor. 

And  every  such  ofiicer  or  private,  or  person  employed  in  or  with  the  regiilar  or 
vohu->ti:er  foi'ces  of  tlie  United  States,  .shall  also  promptly  turn  over  to  such  agent, 
ill  like  mainicr,  all  receipts,  bills  of  lading,  and  other  papers,  documents,  and  vouch- 
ers siiowing  title  to  such  projierty,  or  the  rights  to  the  possession,  control,  or  direc- 
tiuji  tJiei-eof,  and  he  shall  make  such  order,  indorsement,  or-^vriting  as  he  has  power 
to  make  to  enable  such  agent  to  take  possession  of  such  i^roperty  or  the  proceeds 
thereof. 

Arms,  munitions  of  war,  forage,  horses,  mules,  wagons,  beef  cattle,  and  suppli(>s 
which  are  necessary  in  military  operations,  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  proper 
oincers  of  the  ordnance  or  of  the  quartermaster's  or  of  the  commissary  depart- 
ments, resj.'ecti'.ely,  for  the  use  of  the  army.  All  other  property  abandoned  or 
captvu'ed  or  scizcid  as  iiforesaid  uliall  be  delivered  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Tiie  officer  receiving  or  tui'ning  over  .such  jiroperty  shall  give  the  usual  and  nec- 
essary invoices,  receipts,  or  vouchers  therefor,  and  shall  make  regular  returns 
tliereof ,  as  prescribed  by  the  Army  Regulations.  The  receipts  of  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  shall  be  vouchers  for  all  property  delivered  to  them,  and  wheii- 
eicr  called  upon  by  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Dejiartment  authorized  torecoivi; 
sucli  abandonetl  or  captured  or  seized  property  as  aforesaid,  or  the  proceeds  thereof, 
ail  p;  vsous  umployed  in  the  military  service  will  give  him  full  infoi-mation  in  regard 
tlieretii,  and  if  reijuested  1)3'  him  so  to  do,  they  shall  give  him  duplicates  or  copies  of 
tlie  reports  and  returns  thereof,  and  of  the  receipts,  invoices,  and  vouchers  therefor. 

VI.  All  i)rf)perty  captured  or  seized  under  military  orders,  except- 
ing only  such  as  shall  lie  required  for  military  use  of  the  United 
States  forces,  shall  Ijf;  promptly  turned  over  to  Mr.  M.  H.  Morse, 
assistant  special  agent  of  tlie  Treasury  .Department,  in  pursuance 
of  tlie  al)ove  General  Orders,  No.  !~!8,  of  the  War  Department. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee  : 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  City  and  Harbor, 

No.  51.  j  New  York,  September  9,  1863. 

******* 

I.  By  authority  from  department  headquarters,  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Wisconsin  Volunteers  is  ordered  to  proceed,  as  soon  as  trans- 
portation can  be  furnished,  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  report,  on  arrival, 
to  Maj.  Frederick  Townsend,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  acting 
assistant  provost-marshal-general,  Northern  Division  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

On  the  way  to  Albany,  one  company  will  be  left  at  Kingston, 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y. ,  and  another  company  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
The  men  will  take  their  tents  with  them  and  be  provided  with  one 
day's  cooked  rations. 

The  Fifth  and  Sixth  Regiments  Vermont  Volunteers  and  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Second  Connecticut  Battery  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. ;  the  Sec- 
ond Vermont  Regiment  Volunteers,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.;  the 
Third  and  Fifth  Regiments  Michigan  Volunteers,  at  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.  (or  elsewhere),  will,  upon  being  relieved  by  detachments  from 
the  Fifth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  proceed  without  delay 
to  this  city. 

The  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Vermont,  and  the  Third  and  Fifth 

Michigan  Regiments,  will  be  furnished  with  transportation  to , 

to  be  ready,  if  possible,  upon  their  arrival  in  this  city.  The  section 
of  the  Second  Connecticut  Battery  will  proceed  to  East  New  York, 
Long  Island,  where  the  battery  is  encamped,  and  the  company  of 
the  Tweuty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry  to  the  headquarters  of  the  regi- 
ment at  Fort  Richmond,  Staten  Island. 

******* 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  after  superintending  the  em- 
barkation of  the  troops  of  his  brigade,  will  proceed  by  railroad  to 
Alexandria,  Va.,  in  season  to  meet  his  troops  upon  their  arrival  at 
that  place. 

******* 

IX.  Brig.  Gen.  George  J.  Stannard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  district  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Narrows,  including  the  fort  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  York 

Harbor,  headquarters  at  Fort  Richmond,  New  York  Harbor. 
******* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN,     . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  CaKouna, 
.        ■■  ■i^-     ■  '  New  Berne ^  N.  C,  SeiHemher  10, 1863. 

Maj.uenlrJrG.  Foster, 

Corhclg.  De^t.'  of  Virginia  arid  North  Carolina : 
General:  Soon  after  my  arrival  I  proceeded  to  Plymouth  and 
collected  from  General  Wessells  and  Captain  Flusser,  U.  S.  Navy, 
all  the  information  respecting  the  iron-clad  ajid  battery  at  Edwards 
Ferry,  which  I  communicatftd  to  y<5ur  headquarters.  Several  thou- 
sand men^-^ef  6  at  Garysbut'g,.  Jackson,  &c.,  and  several  regiments 
at  Hamilton,  Rainbow,  and  vicinity.    Five  hundred  were  reported 
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guarding  the  iron-clad.     Your  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  the  forces 
of  the  department  would  not  admit  of  a  movement. 

General  Wessells  and  Captain  Flusser  again  report  increased 
efforts  for  the  completion  of  this  boat,  and  apprehensions  that  she 
may  come  down  to  Plymouth  and  the  Sounds.  The  general  asks  for 
a  small  iron-clad,  not  having  much  faith  in  the  obstructions  which 
he  is  preparing.  If  you  have  an  iron-clad  to  send,  she  will  not  ven- 
ture down  the  Roanoke.  There  is  no  one  here  skilled  in  preparing 
torpedoes,  and  while  I  have  not  great  faith  in  them,  I  would  request 
that  some  person  be  sent  to  prepare  some  at  Plymouth.* 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  a  raid  upon  Edwards  Ferry  should 
not  be  made  with  less  than  1,000  cavalry  of  good  quality.  The  char- 
acter of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry  you  fully  appreciate,  and 
the  effective  force  of  the  Third  is  much  reduced,  as  I  learn  from 
Major  Jacobs.    He  estimates  it  as  450  or  500.  f 

General  Wessells  has  been  instructed  to  push  the  obstructions 
rapidly,  to  strengthen  his  system  of  works  generally,  especially  on 
the  water  front,  and  to  scour  the  country  with  his  cavalry  for  the 
enemy  and  for  information.  I 

Major  Anderson,  of  your  staff,  intimated  that  the  colored  troops 
at  Elizabeth  City  would  be  relieved,  or  replaced  by  troops  from  Vir- 
ginia. Upon  his  advice  the  former  were  relieved  without  waiting 
for  the  latter.  General  Wessells  advises  that  no  troops  are  at  Eliza- 
beth City. 

Is  it  your  wish  that  General  Wessells  should  again  occupy  these 
points  ?§ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mcijor-General. 


Sutton, 
September  10,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Capt.  EwALD  Over, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Some  250  rebels  of  Jackson's  army  passed  between  here  and  Bull- 
town  yesterday  in  direction  of  Glenville.  I  leave  with  my  com- 
mand of  Sixth  and  Eleventh  to  follow  them.  I  sent  the  wagons 
and  provisions  back  to  Weston,  to  await  further  orders. 

The  rebels  may  be  making  for  the  Burning  Springs.  They  say 
they  are  to  meet  200  more  of  their  men,  but  this  I  doubt.  Better 
send  troops  to  Glenville  to  support  us  in  case  of  need;  also  send 
troops  to  Burning  Springs.  You  need  not  be  uneasy  if  you  do  not 
hear  from  me  for  two  or  three  days. 

We  had  10  men  of  the  Eleventh  captured  on  8th.  The  latest 
report  says  there  is  a  regiment  of  rebels  coming  through  Webster 
this  way.     I  expect  to  be  at  Glenville  on  the  11th. 

C.  J.  HARRISON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Forces. 

*  Chief  Engineer  Lay,  T7.  S.  Navy,  if  in  the  department,  iss  skilled  in  making 
torpedoes.  No  iron-clads,  and  torpedoes  not  thought  much  of;  obstructions  are 
better. — Note  by  General  Foster. 

t  This  raid  would  probably  not  succeed.— Note  by  General  Foster. 

X  If  necessary  another  rifle  gun  be  mounted.— Note  by  General  Foster. 

g  Do  not.— Note  by  General  Foster. 
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Clarksburg, 

Septemher  10,  18C3. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Beverly  : 

,  Colonel  Campbell  rejjorts  tLat  his  cavalry  captiTred  G  of  Imboden's 
mon  at  Moorefield  yesterday.  From  these  prisoners  he  received  sncli 
information  as  leads  him  to  the  belief  that  the  late  attack  on  Mooi-e- 
field  was  only  a  feint  to  cover  a  movement  farther  west.  Ket'])yoTir 
sconts  well  oiit  and  on  the  alert.  Do  you  know  if  Jackson's  j'orces 
liiive  returned  to  Hunters ville? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chambersburg,  September  10,  18G3. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Army  Headquarters : 

I  respectfully  state,  for  the  informatioii  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
that  the  enemy  are  apparently  making  i)reparations  for  a  nioveincnt 
of  some  kind  info  Pennsylvania.  Their  spies  have  Ijcen  throngh 
this  county  v/ithin  a  few  days.  My  impression  is  that  a  I'aid  fs 
intended. 

The  General-in-Chief  is  aware  that  my  force  is  small,  one  com]iany 
of  infantry,  one  battery,  and  three  companies  of  hftrse  in  this  county; 
two  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry  at  (lettysbni-g  and  vicinity. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  GeneraL 


General  Orders,  |    Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  N.  C, 

No.  12.  f  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Septemher  10,  18G3. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  majtn'-gencral  commanding 
the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.,  Chaplain  Horace 
James,  superintendent  of  l:)lacks  for  the  District  of  Noith  Carolina, 
will  assume  charge  of  the  colonization  of  Roanoke  Island  with 
negroes. 

The  powers  conferred  upon  Brigadier-General  Wild  by  General 
Orders,  No.  103,  headquarters  Department  of  N(n'tli  Carolina, 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  are  hereby  transferred  to  Chaplain  James. 
He  will  take  posscsssion  of  all  unoccupied  lands  on  the  island, 
and  lay  them  out  and  assign  them,  according  to  his  own  discretion, 
to  the  families  of  colored  soldiers,  to  invalids,  and  other  blacks 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  giving  them  full  possession  of 
tlie  same  until  annulled  by  the  Governmc^nt  or  by  duo  process  of 
United  States  law. 

The  authority  of  Chaplain  James  will  be  respecicd  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Feck: 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
A ssistanf  Adjutavf-Grriernl. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Sepiemher  11,  1863—9.20  p.  m.     (Received  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

General  Kilpatrick,  picketing  the  river  from  Ellis'  Ford  to  below 
Falmouth,  lias  reported  that  within  the  last  two  days  the  enemy's 
pickets  that  were  in  many  places  of  infantry  have  been  replaced  Ijy 
cavalry.  Two  scouts  this  evening  have  returned  who  crossed  the 
river  below  Port  Conway,  crossed  the  Fredericksburg  railroad  at 
Guiuey's  Station  and  went  to  Walter's  Tavern.  McLaws'  divisujii 
was  not  there ;  was  said  to  have  left  last  Monday.  The  people  all 
told  them  the  army  was  falling  back  to  the  Peninsula.  On  their 
return  Law's  brigade  was  met  marching  from  Port  Conway  to  Bowl- 
ing Green.  It  is  the  conviction  of  these  scouts  that  the  Confederate 
Army  is  falling  back  from  the  Rapidan.  Still,  as  their  route  was  so 
far  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank,  it  may  be  merely  a  move- 
ment of  this  part  of  their  army,  and  there  is  no  positive  evidence 
of  which  way  the  troops  that  have  moved  have  gone,  but  only  that 
they  have  left  their  former  positions. 

I  have  other  scouts  out  who  will  endeavor  to  penetrate  nearer 
Orange  Court-House,  and  if  I  can  get  any  evidence  more  positive,  I 
will  push  to  Culpeper  and  beyond  a  strong  reconnaissance  of  cavalry 
and  infantry. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commandimj. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  11,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
General:  General  Canby  telegraphs  that  the  following  regiments 
are  en  route  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac:  The  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sev- 
enth, Eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Sixty-sixth,  One  hundred  and  tenth. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth.  One  hundred  and  twenty-second 
Oliio. 

The  Second  Massachusetts,  First  Minnesota,  Third  Wisconsin, 
Foui'teenth  and  Twenty-seventh  Indiana,  Seventh  Michigan,  Third 
and  Fourth  Vermont,  Thirty -third  New  Jersey,  and  First  Delaware 
and  Seventli  Massachusetts  Batteries,  and  the  Second,  Third,  Elev- 
enth, Fourteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantry  are  wait- 
ing transportation.  The  Third  Michigan,  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Vermont,  and  Fifth  Michigan  will  sail  as  soon  as  relieved.  These 
regiments  have  been  ordered  to  march  from  Alexandria. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Official.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

,  1863. 

Corps  commanders  will  draw  from  the-  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment the  transportation  required  by  existing  orders  for  such  of  the 
above-mentioned  regiments  as  belong  to  their  respective  commands, 
and  have  the  same  in  readiness  on  tlic  return  of  t/he  regiments. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  11,  1863. 

Adjutant-General  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir  :  As  it  frequently  happens  that,  through  favoritism  or  other 
cause,  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  volunteer  service  are  nominated  for 
promotion  and  appointment  who  are  deficient  in  the  qualifications 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  efficiently  the  duties  of  the 
positions  for  which  they  are  recommended,  I  have  thought  that  the 
evil  might,  at  any  rate,  be  partially  remedied  by  requiring  all  such 
nominations,  before  being  sent  forward  to  the  Governors  of  States, 
to  be  submitted  to  a  board,  to  the  end  that  an  examina,tion  njay  be 
had  into  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  individuals  nomi- 
nated, and  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  projet  of  a  general  order, 
which  if  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  General-in-Chief,  I  will 
publish  for  the  guidance  of  this  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  — .  f  September  10,  1863. 

I.  To  the  end  that  Governors  of  States  may  have  reliable  informa- 
tion concerning  the  qualifications  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  from 
time  to  time  recommended  to  them  for  promotion  and  appointment, 
it  is  ordered  that  in  each  division  or  independent  brigade  a  Board, 
composed  of  three  experienced  officers  and  a  recorder,  be  appointed 
by  the  commander  thereof,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  examine  intb 
and-  report  upon  the  character  and  qualifications  of  all  officers  and 
soldiers,  within  their  commands,  who  may  be  nominated  for  promo- 
tion or  appointment  in  the  regiments  and  batteries  of  the  volunteer 
service. 

The  Boards  thus  constituted  will  make  written  reports  in  each  case, 
giving  their  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  ex- 
amined, and  forward  the  same,  through  the  usual  channel  of  cor- 
respondence, to  the  War  Department  for  reference  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State  concerned. 

Commanders  of  regiments  and  batteries  will  promptly  make  nom- 
inations to  supply  vacancies  in  their  respective  commands  that,  under 
General  Orders,  Nos.  86  and  183,  of  1863,  from  the  War  Department, 
are  authorized  to  be  filled,  and  such  nominations  will  be  laid  before 
a  Board,  constituted  as  above  directed,  with  as  little  delay  as  prac- 
ticable, and  will  accompany  the  report  of  the  Board. 

II.  In  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  special 
Boards  will  be  appointed  by  corps  commanders,  the  chief  of  artillery, 
or  ;^t  these  headquarters. 

III.  All  direct  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  States,  mak- 
ing nominations  for  appointments  in  the  volunteer  service,  is  strictly 
prohibited.  Such  communications,  like  all  others  of  a  military 
character,  will  be  forwarded  through  the  channel  prescribed  by  the 
Kegulations. 

,    By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

September  34. 
Colonel  TowNSEND : 

I  think  the  plan  a  good  one. 

T.  M.  V.     [VINCENT.] 

[Second  indorsement.] 

September  2G. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A djuiant-Oeneral. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

September  2G. 
Approved : 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

October  31. 
Colonel  Townsend  : 

I  submitted  this  to  Secretary  of  War,  but  it  does  not  meet  his 
approval  at  present. 

He  says  before  action  is  taken  the  views  of  the  respective  Gov- 
ernors should  be  obtained. 
Respectfully, 

T.  M.  V.     [VINCENT,] 
Assistant  Adjidant-General. 


September  11,  1863—10.10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  entire  corps, 
in  the  course  of  to-morrow,  to  Rappahannock  Station,  prepared  to 
cross  the  river  Sunday  morning,  in  support  of  a  cavalry  reconnais- 
sance. 

Your  wagons  will  be  parked  at  Bealeton,  in  charge  of  the  guard 
of  the  First  Corps ;  only  the  ambulances  and  ammunition  wagons 
will  be  taken  across  the  river. 

When  you  have  made  all  the  arrangements  for  the  movement 
to-morrow,  the  commanding  general  desires  to  see  you  at  headquar- 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
September  11,  1863—6.20  p.  ja. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  East,  New  York  City  : 
General  Canby's  proposition  of  the  8th  instant,  forwarded  by  you 
on  the  9th,  recommending  that  the  Fourth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and 
Tenth  Regiments  of  Infantry  be  assigned  to  duty  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  relieving  the  Twelfth,  and  that  the  companies  of  those 
regiments  be  consolidated  and  the  supernumerary  oliicers  and  non- 
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comnii8si(iiK!d  officers  Ix'  detailed  on  recruiting  service,  is  approved 

;ind  will  bo  carried  into  ftiect. 

By  order  of  the  Secrulary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Assistant  Ad jtit ant- General. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Septemher  11,  18G3— 8  p.  ui. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  just  received  from  General  Scammon.     I  think  the 
force  of  the  enemy  exaggerated.    Nevertheless,  if  you  have  any  force 
to  spare  me,  I  would  like  to  send  Scammon  two  regiments. 

Erigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Enemy  reported  in  large  force  at  Princeton;  Twenty-second,  Thii-ty -sixth,  Six- 
tiotli  [Virginia]  Infantry ;  seven  regiments  under  General  Lee.  Division,  vvitli 
I'lfty-iiftli,  Fifty-first,  and  Tliird  [Virginia]  Regiments,  at  Union.  Fifteen  liundred 
(;avalry  at  Lewi'sbiirg  under  Jenkins  and  Echols.  Enemy's  outposts  10  miles  south 
of  Weston.     Scout  there  daily.     Can  you  send  me  more  troops  at  oncoV 

SCAMMON, 
DHgadier-Oena-al. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Septemher  11,  18C3. 

(Received  4. 10  j).  m. ) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

I  arrived  here  from  North  Carolina  last  evening  While  there, 
deserters  from  the  enemy  represented  that  the  enemy  apprehended 
an  attack  by  us,  re-enforced  by  40,000  troops  from  ]^ow  York,  and 
that  our  object  was  feared  to  be  the  capture  of  Raleigh,  to  enable 
the  peace  party  to  revolutionize  the  State. 

All  the  disposable  troops  were  concentrated  in  haste  at  Kinston, 
and  a  large  force  of  negroes  set  to  work  night  and  day  on  the  de- 
fenses of  Raleigh.  The  Union  feeling  is  on  the  increase  in  the  State, 
and  peace  meetings  have  been  held  in  several  counties.  The  force 
of  the  enemy  in  the  State  is  small — not,  I  should  judge  by  reports, 
over  10,000  effective. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  defenses  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  if  you  have  the  force  to  give  mo  for  thi.s 
jjurpose  and  desire  it  to  be  done  at  this  time. 

The  news  by  the  Spaulding  has  been  anticipated.  General 
Strong  [?J  gives  some  interesting  facts.  He  saw  the  explosion  in 
Fort  Moultrie  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  has  no  doubt  of  its  being 
the  explosion  of  the  magazine.  General  Gillmore  had  said  that  m 
one  "or  two  days  from  that  time  (Monday)  he  would  plant  our  flag 
upon  Fort  Sumter ;  that  he  would  probably  have  a  fight  to  do  it, 
as  the  enemy  had  100  or  200  men  there, yet.  General  Gillmore 
expected  to  be  here  within  one  week,  en  route  to  Washington,  re- 
garding his  work  as  mainly  completed  by  the  destruction  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  the  capture  of  Morris  Island. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Jjcrne,  N.  C,  Sej^temher  11,  1863. 

Genei'al  H.  W.  Wessells, 

Commanding  Suh-I)isfricf.  of  the  Albemarle: 

General:  Your  favor  of  the  8tli  is  before  mo,  and  I  hasten  to 
rojilj.  Wliile  at  Plymouth  I  gathered  from  you  and  the  naval 
authorities  all  the  information  possible  respecting  the  iron-clad  and 
battery  in  course  of  construction  at  Edwards  Ferry.  On  my  re- 
turn, I  made  a  report  to  Major-General  Foster,  and  suggested  a 
movement  from  your  headquarters  in  conjunction  with  a  demon- 
stration from  Siiit oik.  The  reply  was  that  nothing  could  be  spared 
for  such  service,  as  ' '  the  forces  of  the  department  Avill  not  permit  of 
the  proposed  movement  at  present." 

From  the  difficulties  connected  with  its  location,  and  the  contiguity 
of  forces  about  Weldon,  Garysburg,  Hamilton,  and  Rainbow  Blutf, 
&c.,  not  less  than  1,000  cavalry  would  be  required.  There  are  not 
boats  enough  in  North  Carolina  to  transport  sucli  a  force  without 
making  two  or  three  trips  to  your  place,  which  would  expose  tlie 
whole  plan.  Besides,  there  is  not  much  over  one-half  that  number 
of  effective  cavalry  in  North  Carolina. 

As  to  an  iron-clad,  it  seems  to  be  out  of  the  question.  There  is 
not  one  in  North  Carolina,  and  I  am  told  not  one  nortli  of  Charles- 
ton that  can  enter  the  Sound.  You  will  have  two  good  companies 
of  cavalry,  and  they  must  scour  the  country  for  rebels  and  inf orm.a- 
tion.  Your  system  of  obstructions  must  be  puslied  with  all  vigor, 
day  and  night;  keep  every  tool  busy  in  strengthening  your  works. 
They  can  be  made  so  that  you  can  stand  a  long  siege.  Particular 
attention  should  be  given  to  your  water  front  by  closing  any  works 
open  toward  the  river  and  dependent  on  gunboat  service.  Additional 
M^ater  batteries  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  you;  if  so,  commence 
them  at  once. 

Additional  artillery  will  be  sent  you,  if  jon  will  state  what  is  re- 
quired, and,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  men  and  materiel  of  war. 

Keep  me  fully  advised,  as  you  have  already  done,  sending  reports, 
rumors,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  op  N.  C. 

No.  1-1.  f  Netv  Berne,  N.  C,  September  11,  1803. 

Complaints  having  reached  the  general  of  depredations  upon  pri- 
vate property  by  white  and  colored  troops,  it  is  his  duty  to  repub- 
lish the  standing  orders  of  Major-General  Halleck,  commander-in- 
chief,  to  the  end  that  all  may  know  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Government  in  respect  to  these  demoralizing  offenses. 

General  Orders,  No.  107,  of  the  15th  of  August,  1802,  says  : 

III.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  general  laws  of  war  authorize,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  the  seizure  and  conversion  of  private  property  fov  the  subsistence,  trans- 
portation, and  other  uses  of  the  army._  But  this  must  be  distinguLshed  fi-oin^pillage, 
and  the i    ' "  -  ■-  ^  ■ 


conversion 

the  inhabitants  (,^ — ^ ,, ,  „  »  .     .  ^   -        ,      . 

be  used  and  accounted  for  as  such.     The  Fifty-second  Article  of  War  authorizes 
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the  penalty  of  death  for  pillage  or  plundering,  and  other  articles  authorize  severe 
punishment  for  any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  sell,  embezzle,  misapply,  or  waste 
military  stores,  or  who  shall  permit  the  misapplication  of  any  such  public  property. 
IV.  All  property,  public  or  private,  taken  from  alleged  enemies  must  be  inven- 
toried and  duly  accounted  for. 

##  *  »  *  *  • 

VI.  No  officer  or  soldier  will,  without  authority,  leave  his  colors  or  ranks  to  take 
private  property,  or  to  enter  a  private  house  for  that  purpose.  All  such  acts  are 
punishable  by  death,  and  the  officer  who  ijermits  them  is  equally  as  guilty  as  the 
active  pillager. 

If  there  is  one  portion  of  the  United  States  where  these  regulations 
should  be  more  rigidly  enforced  than  in  any  other,  it  is  in  the  Old 
North  State,  for  the  spirit  which  prompted  North  Carolina  to  make 
the  first  declaration  oi  independence  of  Great  Britain  still  lives  in 
thousands  of  loyal  hearts,  in  spite  of  the  despotism  and  bayonets  of 
the  Confederacy. 

Commanders  of  every  grade  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  these  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Peck : 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


September  12,  1863—13  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Eleventh  Corps: 

Your  telegram  received.  No  report  has  been  made  to  these  head- 
quarters of  any  attack  on  Gregg's  pickets.  On  the  contrary.  Gen- 
eral Gregg  reports  a  brigade  he  had  sent  to  the  Bull  Run  Mountains, 
and  to  the  country  between  there  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  had  returned 
without  encountering  or  hearing  of  any  enemy. 

Scouts  from  below  indicate  a  southerly  movement  of  the  enemy, 
and  though  I  do  not  rely  implicitly  on  this,  yet  I  shall  to-morrow 
push  my  cavalry  to  the  front  to  try  and  find  out  something.  No 
further  specific  instructions  can  be  given  than  have  heretofore  been 
given.  In  the  event  of  a  raid  becoming  certain,  your  force  should  be 
concentrated  at  the  important  points;  Warrenton  Junction  first,  as 
it  has  the  depot  and  public  property,  and  where  there  is  abundance 
of  artillery,  then  the  bridges  at  Catlett's  and  Bristoe.  At  Manassas 
there  is  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Gibbs,  700  strong,  and  General 
King's  force  at  Centreville,  within  striking  distance. 

No  information  at  these  headquarters  would  indicate  a  raid.  At 
the  same  time,  we  should  always  be  ready  for  one. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  12,  18C3. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  a  movement — reconnaissance — 
will  be  made  to-morrow  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court-House, 
and  the  commanding  general  orders  that  you  hold  your  command  in 
readiness  to  move  at  short  notice  in  case  the  development  of  the 
movement  should  be  required. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Manassas, 
September  12,  1863. 
General  King: 

General  Howard  has  just  sent  word  tliat  there  is  strong  probability 
of  an  attack  from  the  direction  of  Greenwich.  It  appears  so  strong 
that  he  has  directed  Von  Steinwehr's  division  to  hold  itself  in  readi- 
ness— with  teams  harnessed,  wagons  packed,  &c. — to  hold  out  till  the 
last  and  then  fall  back  on  Catlett's.  I  have  more  than  half  my  men 
away  for  horses,  and  have  an  immense  amount  of  new  ordnance 
just  arrived.     Can  you  help  me  any  if  I  am  attacked? 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 

Commandi7ig. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C,  September  12,  18G3. 
(Received  Hdqrs.  Dept.  Cumberland,  October  10,  18G3.) 
Major-General  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General,:  By  a  flag  of 'truce,  I  received  some  papers,  which  I  send 
you.     Governor  Vance  issued  a  proclamation  on  the  7th,  cfllling 
upon  the  people  to  be  united  and  to  support  the  Cohfederate  Gov^ 
ernment,  &c.  .1  ;       '     ,.  ■ 

A  Mr.  Clements,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  JTlst  atrived  frohiGrahain, 
N.  C,  where  he  has  a  son-m-law.  HeSvas  on.  a  visit  at: 'the  diit- 
break,  and  has  been  detained  until  now.  He  is  a  man  of !, sixty 
years,  and  very  good  sense.  He  says  that  a  large  body  pf^  troops 
passed  from  General  Lee's  army  to  the  west,  for .  General  'Sikgg, 
estimated  at  varying  from  15,000  to  30,000.  Being  a  railroad  man, 
from  what  he  saw  and  learned  from  others,  Ijie  judges  about  13,000. 
The  last  of  one  portion  passed' through  Raleigh  oil.  Tuesday  of  this 
week  (8th).  He  conversed  with; 'some  of  the  troops,  and  ^ll  &ai(i 
they  were  going  to. Bfagg)  and  that- it  would  hot  be  known  at  the 
North.  ,'  .'' ':'  -:.     '.  ■'■  '-'        .;,.'  .    ■,.     , ' .  : 

A  riot  occurred  in  Raleigh;  some  of  the  Geor^a  trqipps  attacked 
the  oflBce  of  the  Standard;  pells, sounded,  people  assembled  in. a  very 
excited  state.  Governor  Vance  addressed  them,  but  the  other  office 
was  attacked. 

This  information  may  be  of  no  great  importance  when  it  reaches 
you,  but  I  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  it  at  once:..    Major  Jenney, 
of  my  staff,  leaves  this  evening  .for  the  Guide,-  at  Beaufort,  and  will 
sail  at  daybreak,,  or  as  soon  as  the  vessel  can  cross  the  bar. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOajT-J.  PECK, 
■     .     -        ■'  :  Major- General. : 

/indorsement.]  '  ■      .  ' 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans,     .  '■'■    ■     -^     '     :   "' 

•  Commanding,. &c.:  ;  . -^      . 

It  may.be  of  .service;  to  yoa  hereafter  to  haive  a  copy  ofa'hasi;y 
dispatch  sent  by  me  for  the  information  of  the  Department  at  Wash- 
ington.. ._.      .  1_.  

it  was  made  in  the  night,  and  taken  by  rail  to  Beaufort,  where  the 
bearer  sajled  at  dawn  ior  Ms.  destination.    The  telegram  was  in 
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Washington  early  on  the  14tli,  and  doubtless  was  proiriptly  ct^mniuni- 
cated  to  you.  * 

Beyond  question  it  was  the  most  reliable  information  in  possession 
of  the  Government  at  that  time.     Tiie  importance  of  the  news  was 
fully  appreciated  by  the  undersigned. 
Wishing  you  all  success,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

■^  JOHN  J.  PECK, 

3Icijvr-Ge7icral. 


Headquarters  District  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Seyttmber  VZ,  1SC3. 

Lieut.  Col.  V/iLLiAM  Lewis, 

Commandincj  Fifth  Fennsylvania  Cavalry  : 

You  will  at  present  locate  your  command  at  or  near  Great  Bridge 
and  relieve  the  officer  now  there  after  forty-eight  hours,  and  lie  will 
I'oport  for  duty  with  his  regiment.  Execute  the  special  orders  of 
the  1st  of  August,  a  copy  of  which  is  herein  inclosed,  f  Ascertaii) 
who  burned  the  bridges  within  the  past  three  days,  and  arrest  and 
send  to.  Norfolk  persons  who  may  be  justly  suspected.  Sccnir  the 
country  in  every  direction  and  get  rid  of  the  few  guerrillas  that 
remain  in  Camden  and  Currituck  Counties  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Gicat 
Bridge.  You  will  watch  carefully  and  prevent  all  persons  i'a-oin  pass- 
ing the  Pasquotank  River.  Allow  no  person  to  pass  out  vihatf a'ui-. 
I  have  ordered  that  no  pass  shall  be  given,  and  if  I  desire  to  pass 
any  one  it  will  be  by  a  special  order  to  yourself  or  the  command- 
ing officer  at  South  Mills. 

You  will  relieve  the  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvyjiia  at 
South  Mills,  and  order  them  to  report  to  their  regiment  as  sooii  as 
you  are  familiar  with  the  country  and  with  the  orders.  You  will 
send  one  company  to  the  Curritiick  Canal,  and  prevent  any  vessels 
from  passing  with  any  merchandise  whatever. 

Mrs.  Campbell  should  occupy  your  especial  attention.  She  will 
not  be  permitted  to  continue  to  sell  goods  after  she  has  closed  out 
her  present  stock  of  goods.  You  will  communicate  with  the  Quaker 
settlement,  20  miles  west  of  South  Mills.  They  will  give  yoi\  I'elia- 
ble  information.  Send  me  daily  reports  and  communicate  all  the 
names  of  suspicious  persons.  Advise  Mrs.  Bell  that  after  ten  days 
lier  house  will  be  destroyed  unless  she  removes  the  guenilla  San- 
derlin  from  it.  Advise  others  to  the  same  purpose  who  permit  their 
houses  to  be  occupied  by  guerrillas  or  their  families.  Report  all  X'er- 
Kons  that  give  aid  and  comfort  to  guerrillas.  A  severe  policy  must 
be  adoiited  in  regard  to  them.  Leave  one  squadron  of  cavalry,  who 
will  rei)ort  to  me  for  further  orders. 

Contrabands,  deserters,  and  refugees  will  be  brought  directly  to 
the  in-ovost-marshal  at  Norfolk.  The  latter  will  be  advised  that 
they  will  be  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

No  person  will  be  allowed  to  x>ass  in  either  direction,  except  as 
above  specified.  I  shall  hold  you  responsible  for  the  good  conduct 
of  your  regiment,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  confidence  I  have  in  you 
shall  only  increase  with  more  intimate  military  connection. 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier- Gene  ml,  Commanding. 

*  See  Halleck  to  Rosecrans,  Sejrtembei- 15. 
t  See  Naglee  to  Rowe,  August  20. 
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Headqux\kteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  13,  18U3 — 8  p.  m.     (Received  8.30  \).  ni.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

In  accordance  witli  tlie  telegram  I  sent  you  on  tlie  lltli  instant, 
deneral  Pleasouton,  in  command  of  tlio  cavalry,  advanced  tins  morn- 
ing against  the  enemy,  supported  by  tlie  Second  Corps,  General  War- 
ren. At  the  last  dispatch  received,  5  p.  m..  General  Plcasonton  had 
driven  the  enemy  beyond  Culpeper  Court-House,  wiiicli  was  occu- 
pied by  General  Warren. 

General  Pleasonton  had  only  encountered  cavalry  and  artillery, 
lie  reports  a  slight  loss  and  the  capture  of  3  guns  and  41  prisoners, 
lie  further  states  that  all  the  information  he  has  been  able  to  gather 
tends  to  confirm  the  reported  retrograde  movement  of  the  Confederate 
army. 

I3oth  Generals  Pleasonton  and  Warren  have  been  cautioned  that 
t  Jieir  movement  v^^as  to  bo  restricted  to  a  reconnaissance  for  obtaining 
information  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  they  A'/ere  not  to  compromise 
} natters  so  as  to  force  on  a  general  engagement,  but  to  retire  to  the 
line  of  the  Rappahannock,  if  the  superiority  of  the  force  brought  by 
tlie  enemy  should  compel  them  to  do  so.  Should  the  enemy  have 
Yvithdra-wTi  from  the  Rapidan.  or  shoidd  he  permit  of  its  lieing  doiie 
without  too  great  a  sacrifice,  Culjjeper  Court-House  may  be  retained 
by  the  cavalry. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  'General. 


September  13,  1803 — 3  p.  m. 
Commamdincj  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

Remember  the  object  of  your  expedition  is  a  reconnaissance 
predicated  on  the  report  that  the  enemy  has  made  a  retrograde  move- 
ment. 

I  do  not  desire  to  biing  on  a  general  engagement,  and  the  infantry 
force  was  sent  to  enable  you  to  withdraw  with  safety  in  case  tlie 
enemy  appears  in  such  force  as  to  compel  or  requii-o  you  so  to  do. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  commanding  officer  Second  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 
Bristoe,  Se2')tenther  13,  1803 — 10  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Von  Steinvs^bhr, 

Commanding  Second,  Division: 

General  :  The  scouts  from  Bull  Run  Mountains  report  no  news 
from  the  enemy.  Culpeper  is  in  our  possession.  General  Pleasonton 
captured  three  guns  and  a  lot  of  prisoners.  Have  you  any  news  from 
General  King  'i 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  13,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Eleventh  Corps: 

Major-GeiiiBral.Pleasonton,  with  the  cavalry  under  his  command, 
lias  advanced  to  a  i)Osition  some  3  miles  beyond  Culpeper  Court- 
House,  after  considerable  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  During  the 
day  General  Pleasonton's  command  has  captured  three  guns  and 
about  40  i)risoners.     The  Second  Corps  is  at  Culpeper. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A-djutant-Gfeneral,. 

(Copy  to  commanding  officers  Third  and  Twelftb  Corps.) 


HftA&QTTAETEEs  First  Corps, 

September  13,  1S63. 
Brig. '  Grni.:  S.  Williams, 

^5-s^.  Adjt.  G6n.,  Army  of  the' Potomac': 

General  :  I  regret  very  much  that  the  present  circumstances  exact 
of  me  anything  like  this  communication.  Yesterday,^  when  your 
communication  came  notifying  me  of  the  reconnaissance  intended 
for!to-day  without  any  further  details,  I.  naturally  supposed  that  it 
was  a  cavalry  reconnaissance,  and  that  the  nearest  body  of  infantry, 
the  First  Corps,  would"  support  suich  reconn^issaricfe  if  required. 

Subsequently  I  heard  imofficially  that  the  Second  Corp^'Kad  been 
detailed  tp  accompany  the  cavalry  in  this  expedition.  I  interpreted 
this  fact,  kbweVer,  in  this  way:  That  it  was  intended  to  give  Gen- 
eral Pleasonton,  in  command  of  the  cavalry,  the  charge  of  the  recon- 
naissance, and  that  the  SecondTCorps  was  detailed  to  accompany 
him  because  its  commander  was  junior  to  him. 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  I  was  inf  orrned  that  my  supposition 
was  incorrect;  that  General  WaWen,"  beiii^  senior  to  General 'Pleas^ 
outon,:  would, -of  conrse,  take  command  of  the  entire  expedition  in 
case  of  necessity.  Under  such  circumstances. you  must  not  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Corps  are 
disappointed  and  mortiiied  at  an  occurrence  from  which  others  will 
not  fail  to  draw  the  inference  that  the  Second  Corps  was  selected 
and  brought  from  some  distance  t©  perform  an  act  for  wjhich  the 
First  Corps  was  not  qimlified. 

Icannot  believe  any  such  imputation  was  intended  by  the  major- 
general  commanding,  but  an  ordinary  regard  for  the  reputation  of 
the  corps  which  I  have  the  lionor.  at  present  to  command -enjoins 
upon  me  the  duty  of  forwarding  this  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  genei-aV-very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

September  Vi,' iUi: 
Majpr-Gcucral  Sedgwiok, 

"-       Commanding  Sixth  Corps':  ■'  .      .  .. 

General  :• -I.seifid  my  orderly  to  you.   Will  you  have  tiro  kihdiie^s 

to  notify,  ijae. if -ybu  mo\'^  anywhere,  or  if  the  enemy  makes  any  raid 
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toward  New  Baltimore  ?  I  have  had  sundry  intimations,  "but  do  not 
deem  them  altogether  reliable,  that  the  rebels  contemplate  a  raid  on 
some  of  our  depots.     The  work  of  to-day  may  prevent  it. 

I  sent  out  several  scouting  parties  yesterday.  One  near  White 
Plains  met  some  of  Mosby's  men  and  had  a  skirmish.  One  of  our 
party  was  severely  wounded  and  left  at  a  house  at  White  Plains. 

I  still  have  a  regiment  at  Greenwich,  a  .brigade  at  Bristoe,  and  two 
brigades  here.  My  force  is  very  small.  I  will  leave  my  orderly  with 
you  till  to-morrow.  Please  send  him  with  everything  important. 
When  it  is  not  smoky,  'I  communicate  directly  with  Watery  Mount- 
ain, and,  by  telegraph,  with  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Washington, 
September  13,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
General  Rufus  King: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  in  the  event  of  Colonel 
Gibbs  being  attacked,  you  furnish  him  any  support  which  may  bo 
necessary.  If  the  occasion  arises  and  you  are  compelled  to  detach 
troops  from  Centreville,  you  will  receive  all  possible  support  from 
the  immediate  garrison  of  the  defenses.  Please  keep  these  head- 
quarters informed  of  all  that  occurs  of  importance. 

Lowell  will  be  informed  of  the  substance  of  your  dispatch  and 
directed  to  act  accordingly. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

•     Beverly,  September  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Wheeling . 
All  of  Patton's  forces  at  Lewisburg.  Jackson  at  Huntersville 
with  pickets  at  Marling's  Bottom.  Jenkins  and  Imboden  at  Crab 
Bottom,  with  about  3,000,  grazing  horses  and  drilling.  Colonel 
Oley,  with  flag  of  truce,  has  effected  an  exchange  for  Captain  Ewing, 
who  will  arrive  to-morrow.  He  is  doing  well;  can  walk  a  little. 
Major  McNally  had  left  arm  amputated,  also  wounded  in  head; 
doing  well  and  will  live.  Captam  Parker  found  dead  on  field. 
Sent  a  supply  of  medicines  to  our  wounded. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  IC  1863—10.30  a.  m.     (Received  11  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
Dispatches  received  from  General  Pleasonton  subsequent  to  my 
telegram   of   8  p.  m.  yesterday  announce   his   having  driven  the 
enemy's  cavalry  and  artillery  to  within  2  miles  of  the  Rapidau  at  Rac- 
coon Ford  and  Rapidan  Station.     An  examination  of  the  prisoners 
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sent  in  shows  that  Ewell's  and  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  are  still  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Rapidan  near  Orange  Court- House  and  Raccoon 
Ford ;  that  Lee  has  returned  from  Richmond,  he  having  been  seen 
on  Saturday  at  Orange  Court- House.  It  is  believed  and  reported 
by;  the  prisoners  that  Longstreet's  corps  had  gone  south,  designation 
said  to  be  Tennessee.  McLaws'  division,  they  assert  positively,  has 
passed  through  Richmond. 

Pleasonton  will  this  morning  continue  to  press  the  enemy,  and  I 
will  report  any  further  authentic  intelligence  he  may  send  in. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  14,  1863. 
Commanding  Officers  Twelfth  and  other  Corps  : 

As  it  is  not  yet  known  what  may  be  the  result  of  the  movement 
now  being  made  in  the  front,  the  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  short  notice. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


September  14,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 
General  Hermann  Haupt,  Washington: 

Our  troops  now  occupy  Cnlpeper  Court-House,  and  General  Meade 
will  be  glad  to  have  the  road  opened  to  that  place.  The  road  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  fair  order,  but  it  doubtless  requires  examination. 
None  of  the  rails  have  been  removed. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


September  14,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Sykes,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  your 
dispatch  of  this  morning,  that  it  is  not  now  expected  that  the  result 
of  the  reconnaissance  sent  to  the  front  will  be  to  require  a  general 
movement  of  the  army.  Should,  however,  such  a  movement  become 
necessary,  its  nature  cannot  at  this  time  be  anticipated,  and  no  in- 
structions can  be  given  as  to  the  trains ;  such  instructions  must 
accompany  an  order  for  a  move. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  September  14,  1863. 

.  (Received  2.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

The  following  dispatch,  just  received,  is  forwarded  for  your  in- 
formation : 

Rappahannock  Station. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Two  intercepted  letters,  which  I  am  bringing  to  headquarters,  say  Greneral  Lee 
has  gone  to  Charleston  or  Chattanooga.    General  Longsti'ect  commands  the  rebel 
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Army  or  the  Potomac.     General  Pleasonton,  at  9  a.  m.,  was  at  Raccoon  Ford,  on 
the  Bapidau.    The  enemy's  cavalry  and  a  battery  of  artillery  held  the  opposite  bank. 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 
Captain,  of  Pleasonton' s  Staff. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


CiEOULAE.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  14,  1863—9.45  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Eleventh  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  make  known  to  you  the 
existing  condition  of  affairs.  General  Pleasonton  has  driven  tlie 
enemy's  cavalry  and  artillery  across  the  Rapidan,  biit  was  unable, 
owing  to  finding  infantry  and  artillery  in  position,  to  effect  a  cross- 
ing at  Raccoon,  Somerville,  or  Mitchell's  Fords  (the  railroad  cross- 
ing). He  now  holds  the  north  bank  of  the  Rapidan,  supported  by 
the  Second  Corps  at  Culpeper  Court-House.  The  rest  of  the  army 
is  in  the  positions  formerly  occupied.  General  Pleasonton  has  sent 
in  3  guns  (2  3-inch  and  1  13-pounder  howitzer)  and  120  prisoners. 
From  the  latter  it  is  believed  Longstreet's  corps  has  gone  south, 
but  that  Ewell  and  Hill  are*  still  behind  the  Rapidan  prepared  to 
dispute  its  passage. 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  keep  your  command  pre- 
pared to  move  at  short  notice,  your  trains  supplied,  and  everything 
in  readiness  for  an  advance,  which,  from  present  appearances,  will 
be  the  character  of  the  movement,  if  any  is  made.  This  communi- 
cation is  confidential. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  commanding  officers  First,  Third,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Eleventh,  and 
Twelfth  Corps.) 


September  14,  1863 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

General  Pleasonton  reports  that  he  has  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  artillery  across  the  Rapidan,  and  has  to-day  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted to  force  a  passage  at  three  points.  Raccoon  Ford,  Somerville 
Ford,  and  Mitchell's  Ford  (at  the  railroad  crossing),  being  at  each 
point  met  by  artillery  in  position,  and  rifle-pits  manned  by  infantry. 

General  G-regg,  at  the  railroad  crossing,  reports  taking  a  prisoner 
of  the  Forty-eighth  Mississippi  Regiment,  belonging  to  A.  P.  Hill's 
corps,  who  said  the  whole  or  Hill's  corps  was  at  or  near  Orange 
Court-House.  Other  prisoners  taken  yesterday  aver  that  Ewell's 
corps  is  also  behind  the  Rapidan. 

My  judgment,  formed  on  the  variety  of  meager  and  conflicting  tes- 
timony, is,  that  Lee's  army  has  been  reduced  by  Longstreet's  corps, 
and  perhaps  by  some  regiments  from  Ewell  and  Hill.  What  the 
amount  of  force  left  with  him,  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  it  is  deemed  sufficient  by  him,  with  the  advantages  of  posi- 
tion, to  check  my  crossing  the  Rapidan,  at  least  until  he  can  with- 
draw, in  case  he  desires  to  do  so.    Under  these  circumstances,  I  have 
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directed  General  Pleasontqii  to  maintain  his  position  on  the  Kap- 
idan,  to  cross  if  practicable,  and  in  tlie  meantime  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  more  definite  information.  General  Warren,  with  the  Sec- 
ond Corps,  will  remain  in  position  at  Culpeper.  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  your  views  as  to  what  had  better  be  done,  if  anything. 

If  Lee's  army  is  as  much  reduced  as  the  intelligence  now  received 
would  lead  us  to  believe,  when  the  detached  troops  from  this  army 
return,  I  ought  to  be  his  superior  in  numbers,  and  should  be  able  to 
require  him  to  fall  back.  At  the  same  time,  I  see  no  object  in  ad- 
vancing, unless  it  is  with  ulterior  views,  and  I  do  not  consider  this 
army  is  sufficiently  large  to  follow  him  to  Richmond  (in  case  that 
should  prove  practicable),  and  lay  siege  to  that  place,  fortified  as  we 
know  it  to  be. 

Moreover,  the  change  of  base,  in  case  such  a  moTement  were 
eifected,  must  be  determined — whether  it  shall  be  to  the  Fredericks-- 
burg  railroad  or  the  James  River. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  conimuuicato  the  views  of  yourself 
and  the  Government  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


September  li,  18G3— 7.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps : 

Your  dispatch  of  6. 30  received.  The  commanding  general  does  not 
deem  it  expedient  at  this  moment  to  throw  an  infantry  force  across  the 
Rapidan,  and  he  wishes  the  operations  on  that  river  to  be  confined  to 
the  cavalry,  unless  you  think  it  best  to  support  General  Gregg  with, 
say,  a  brigade  of  infantry.  Information,  to  be  received  within  a  day 
or  two,  may  lead  the  commanding  general  to  move  the  entire  army  in 
the  direction  of  Gordonsville,  but  for  the  present  your  position  will 
be  Culpeper. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


September  14,  18G3— 8.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

Please  send  the  following  to  General  Pleasonton  by  special  mes- 
senger. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

[Inclosure.] 

8.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps  : 

In  consequence  of  the  information  thus  far  received,  leading  to 
the  opinion  that  you  cannot  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Rapidan  unless 
strongly  assisted  by  infantry,  and  as  I  am  not  prepared  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  to  make  a  general  movement  of  the  army  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  desire  you  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Rapidan,  picketing  well 
above  and  below  your  position,  and  obtaining  all. the  information 
you  can  respecting  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
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If,  nowever,  you  find  you  can  succeed  in  crossing  the  river  with- 
out hazarding  the  safety  of  your  command,  or  risking  a  severe 
engagement,  you  will,  of  course,  do  so.  The  telegraph  wire  is  now 
in  working  order  to  Culpeper,  and  I  wish  you  to  communicate  with 
me  frequently,  and  keep  me  fully  advised  of  all  that  transpires  in 
your  vicinity. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-Genercd,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

SeiJtemher  14,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Newton, 

Commanding  First  Corps: 

General  :  Your  communication  of  the  13th,  instant  in  reference 
to  the  detail  of  the  Second  Corps  to  support  the  cavalry  reconnais- 
sance sent  in  front  of  the  army  yesterday,  has  been  laid  hefore  the 
commanding  general,  who  regrets  to  learn  that  the  detail  has  occa- 
sioned a  feeling  of  disappointment  among  the  officers  and  men  of 
your  corps. 

The  considerations  which  led  the  commanding  general  to  select 
the  Second  Corps  for  this  service  were  chiefly  that  the  First  Corps 
formed  part  of  a  line  the  continuity  of  which  the  general  did  not 
wish  to  break,  as  he  could  not  foresee  the  consequences  which  might 
flow  from  ouj  advance,  and  he  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
reconnoitering  party,  together  with  its  support,  might  not  be  driven 
hack  upon  that  line,  and  moreover,  he  had  in  view  the  fact  that  the 
First  Corps  had  for  some  weeks  occupied  an  advanced  position, 
requiring  on  its  part  unusual  watchfulness,  and  far  more  exhausting 
duties  than  had  been  performed  by  the  corps  in  rear.  The  com- 
manding general  trusts  that  this  explanation  will  satisfy  you  that  in 
assigning  the  Second  Corps  to  the  duty  above  indicated  no  distrust 
was  entertained  of  the  qualifications  of  the  First  Corps  to  perform 
the  service  equally  well. 

I  am  directed  to  add  that,  while  the  commanding  general  has  given 

in  this  instance  his  reasons  for  issuing  a  particular  order,  he  does  not 

admit  the  right  of  any  subordinate  commander  to  call  in  question  his 

acts,  and  he  regrets  that  you  should  have  thought  it  proper  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Centre viLLE,  Va., 
September  14,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Colonel  Grimshaw, 

Fairfax  Station: 
Three  guerrillas  captured  two  horses  between  Union  Mills  and  this 
place,  about  half  past  10  o'clock  to-day.     We  have  sent  out  cavalry 
and  infantry  after  them.     No  train  has  been  captured  or  inter- 
fered with. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Clarksburg, 

September  14,  1863. 

Colonel  Wynkoop, 

Sir  John's  Run : 
You  will  call  in  your  companies  at  Bloomery  Gap  and  Bath  to  Sir 
John's  Run,  where  you  can  have  them  under  your  own  eyes.  I  fear 
the  affair  at  Bath  the  other  day  was  the  result  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  in  command.  You  will  hereafter  keep  the  coun- 
try in  your  front  constantly  and  thoroughly  scouted,  and  do  it  in 
such  a  way  that  the  enemy  shall  not  be  aware  of  your  movements. 
If  you  have  more  clothing  or  other  quartermaster's  stores  than  you 
require  for  immediate  use,  you  will  send  the  surplus  to  Cumberland, 
and  store  it  with  Captain  Harrison,  assistant  quartermaster,  for 
safety. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Clarksburg, 

Septevibcr  14,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Beverly  : 
I  will  send  the  passes  for  Mr.  Parker  and  daughter,  as  you  sug- 
gested. Major  Stephens  was  attacked  at  Moorefield  Friday  morning 
by  Imboden's  men,  and  160  of  his  men  were  captured.  I  have  no 
particulars  yet.  Will  order  the  ammunition  sent  you  p,t  once.  Was 
this  ammunition  included  in  the  former  order? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Comvianding  Depiariment  : 

Major  Gibson  informed  me  before  Major  Bowen's  return  that  he 
did  not  want  re-enforcements.  Nothing  was  accomplished  by  Bow- 
en's  absence.  I  understand  he  allowed  his  men  to  get  drunk.  Ten 
militiamen  escaped  from  rebels,  who  retired  by  Hacker's  Lick. 

Major  Gibson  is  strengthened  by  the  return  of  Bowen.  I  notified 
the  militia  the  day  before  they  were  attacked  to  look  out.     If  they 

Fermitted  themselves  to  be  captured  after  that,  on  their  own  ground, 
do  not  think  they  can  be  any  great  loss. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters,  Cincinnati,  September  14,  1863. 

(Received  Barboursville,  15th.) 
Major-General  Burnside, 

KnoxviUe  : 
General  Scammon,  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  reports  the  enemy 
strengthening  in  his  front,  with  a  view  to  driving  him  out  of  West 
Virginia,  as  he  thinks.     Their  force  is  stated  at  thirteen  regiments 
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of  infantry  and  cavalry.  If  this  proves  true,  my  own  opinion  would 
be  that  it  is  a  diversion  to  bring  your  troops  back  to  Ohio,  and  that 
a  show  of  force  moving  from  Tennessee  into  Southwestern  Virginia 
Avould  .stop  them. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  14,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Information  received  here  indicates  that  a  part  of  Lee's  force  has 
gone  to  Petersburg.  There  are  various  suppositions  for  this.  Some 
think  it  is  intended  to  put  down  the  Union  feeling  in  North  Caro- 
lina ;  others  to  make  an  attempt  to  capture  Norfolk ;  and  othei's, 
again,  to  threaten  Norfolk,  so  as  to  compel  us  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments there  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  then  to  move 
rapidly  against  Meade.  Such  was  the  plan  last  spring,  when  Long- 
street  invested  Suffolk.  It  will  be  well  to  strengthen  Norfolk  as 
much  as  possible,  and  to  closely  watch  the  enemy  s  movements.  I 
think  he  will  soon  strike  a  blow  somewhere. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  14,  1803. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

I  think  we  can  take  care  of  Norfolk,  as  I  have  pushed  the  defenses 
with  all  the  available  force,  and  have  got  them  in  a  pretty  strong 
state.  I  would  not  like  to  ask  for  any  re-enforcements  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  view  of  the  splendid  chance  which  it  now 
has  before  it,  if  the  information  given  by  Bell  proves  to  be  true. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe, 

Septemher  14,  1803. 
General  Naglee, 

Norfolk: 

Recent  information  from  all  sides  represents  that  a  considerable 
movement  of  troops  took  place  last  week,  apparently  to  re-enforce 
General  Bragg  from  Lee's  army.  It  is  probable  that  the  running  of 
the  trains  incessantly  for  the  past  few  days  has  something  to  do 
with  this,  either  to  carry  more  troops  to  Bragg  or  to  bring  those 
back  that  passed  down  on  the  first  of  last  week.  I  desire  that  you 
will  send  out  reconnaissances  to  obtain  all  the  information  on  this 
point  that  you  possibly  can. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  14,  18G3 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  13.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief: 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Peck,  at  Now  Berne, 
dated  the  12th,  stating  that  a  Mr.  Clements,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  had 
come  through  from  Graham,  N.  C,  arriving  at  New  Berne  that  day. 
Clements  states  that  a  large  body  of  tioops  from  Lee's  army  passed 
through  Raleigh,  going  to  join  Bragg,  last  week,  the  last  of  one  por- 
tion i^assing  on  Tuesday  last.  The  estimated  strength  of  the  force 
varied  from  15,000  to  20,000,  but  Clements,  who  is  a  railroad  man, 
estimates  the  number  at  13,000.  He  conversed  with  the  troops,  and 
all  said  they  were  going  to  join  Bragg,  and  that  the  North  would  not 
know  of  the  movement.  This  information,  coupled  with  the  known 
continuous  running  of  the  cars  for  the  past  few  days,  may  be  of 
value  to  you,  if  it  coincides  with  your  own  information.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  a  considerable  movement  of  troops  was  going  on  last 
week,  and  is  continued  now  in  all  probability. 

Clements  also  confirms  the  report  of  the  conflict  between  the  citi- 
zens and  Georgia  troops  at  Raleigh,  resulting  in  the  gutting  of  the 
Standard  and  Register  offices.  Governor  Vance  issued  a  isroclama- 
tion  on  the  7th,  calling  upon  the  people  to  be  united  and  support  the 
Confederate  Government,  &c. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Septemher  14,  1863. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.-  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 
General  Getty  reports  at  this  moment  that  a  deserter  named  Bell, 
from  the  Sixth  Virginia,  has  come  in  from  Richmond,  and  reports 
that  Hill's  corps,  from  Lee's  army,  has  gone  to  Tennessee  via  Lynch- 
burg, and  Longstreet's  corps  is  going  there  at  this  time  via  Weldon. 
Ewell's  cfjrps  and  the  cavalry,  5,000  strong,  constitute  the  only  force 
left  with  Lee.  Bell  saw  two  regiments  of  Longstreet's  corps  last 
Friday  in  Petersburg  on  their  way  to  Tennessee,  and  derived  his 
information  from  them.  I  have  sent  for  Bell,  and,  after  closely 
questioning  him,  will  inform  you  further. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

September  14,  1803. 
General  Peck, 

Commanding  Forces  in  North  Carolina : 
General  :  I  received  your  letter  this  morning  by  the  hand  of 
Major  Jenney,  and  have  sent  the  information  to  General  Halleck. 
The  flag-of -truce  boat  brought  us  yesterday  information  confirmatory 
of  yours,  viz,  that  the  cars  have  been  constantly  running  night  and 
day  for  some  days  past.  Evidently  a  considerable  movement  of 
troops  has  been  and  is  taking  place,  perhaps  to  the  amount  of  30,000 
men.     The  objective  point  appears  to  be  either  Knoxville  or  Chatta- 
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nooga,  to  crush  either  Burnside  or  Rosecrans,  undoubtedly  the  latter, 
especially  if  he  has  advanced  to  Atlanta. 

With  respect  to  the  iron-clads  on  the  Neuse  and  Roanoke,  we  can 
do  nothing  at  present  that  I  can  see.  The  most  would  be  a  cavalry 
raid  on  Edwards  Ferry,  and  this  will  take  preparation  and  combina- 
tion, and  even  then  terminate  as  the  last  one  did.  If  it  fails  it  will 
show  the  rebels  where  to  prepare  for  us  when  we  come  in  force.  It 
is  far  better  to  wait  until  we  get  an  infantry  force  sufficient  to  do  the 
work  with  certainty.  I  shall  write  to  General  Halleck  about  this, 
but  the  understanding  is  that  now  as  ever  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
is  getting  all  the  re-enforcements.  Therefore  we  may  have  to  wait 
some  time. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
September  14,  1863—3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  : 
There  are  reasons  why  you  should  re-enforce  General  Rosecrans 
with  all  possible  dispatch.     It  is  believed  that  the  enemy  will  con- 
centrate to  give  him  battle.     You  must  be  there  to  help  him.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


General  Orders,  [  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Troops  City  and  Harbor, 
No.  20.  J  New  York  Cify,  September  14,  1863. 

In  relieving  from  further  duty  with  this  command  a  large  portion  of 
the  troops  sent  here  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  commanding 
general  desires  to  express  his  gratification  that  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  these  troops  has  added  another — less  brilliant,  perhaps,  but 
not  less  enduring — to  the  many  laurels  already  won  by  them  on  the 
field  and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  to  say  that  he  is  author- 
ized from  many  sources  to  convey  to  them  the  assurance  that  their 
sojourn  in  this  city,  in  more  than  usually  intimate  contact  with  their 
fellow  citizens,  has  excited  for  them  a  personal  interest  above  that 
ordinarily  attached  to  any  army,  and  that  this  interest  will  not  pass 
away  with  the  occasion  that  gave  rise  to  it,  but  will  follow  them 
wherever  they  may  go,  and  to  whatever  field  they  may  be  called, 
with  the  warmest  wishes  for  their  success  and  welfare. 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  add  to  this  the  expression  of 
his  thanks  to  the  State  troops,  the  metropolitan  police  force,  and  to 
the  local  authorities  with  whom  he  has  been  incidentally  associated, 
for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  shown  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
command,  and  for  the  spirit  of  co-operation  exhibited  in  everything 
that  had  for  "its  object  the  advancement  of  our  common  wishes  and 
labors. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  For  Burnside's  reply  and  other  correspondence  on  this  subject,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXX. 
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Washington, 
September  15,  1863—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

I  think  preparations  should  be  made  to  at  least  threaten  Lee,  and, 
if  possible,  cut  off  a  slice  of  liis  army.  I  do  not  think  the  exact 
condition  of  affairs  is  sufficientljr  ascertained  to  authorize  any  very 
considerable  advance.     I  will  write  more  fully  to-day. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  16,  18G3 — 4  p.  m.     (Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  front  is  to  10  a.  m.,  when  General 
Pleasonton  reports  that  the  enemy  have  increased  their  forces,  both 
infantry  and  artillery,  at  the  several  crossing  places  threatened  by 
our  cavalry.  The  enemy  have  likewise  a  force  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery on  this  side  of  the  Rapidan  (at  the  railroad  crossing),  evidently 
to  defend  and  dispute  the  possession  of  the  bridge  at  that  place. 
General  Warren  remains  at  Culpeper,  to  which  point  our  trains 
run,  and  the  telegraph  is  being  opened  to  Mitchell's  Station,  the 
rebels  having  left  their  line  intact.  Two  scouts  have  arrived  from 
below,  having  been  some  5  miles  south  of  Chancellorsville.  They 
confirm  the  report  of  the  departure  of  Longstreet's  corps,  but  heard 
nothing  of  Ewell's  or  Hill's  corps  leaving. 

Your  telegram  of  11  a.  m.  this  day  has  been  received.  I  have 
given  orders  to  concentrate  and  mass  the  different  corps  at  the 
several  crossing  places  on  the  Rappahannock,  but  shall  await  your 
letter  before  making  any  further  forward  movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  15,  18G3. 
Major-General  Meade,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  After  preparing  my  telegram  to  you  this  morning,  I 
received  a  note  from  the  President,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.  I 
do  not  understand  this  note  as  materially  differing  from  my  dispatch. 
The  main  objects  are  to  threaten  Lee's  position,  to  ascertain  more 
certainly  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in  his  army,  and,  if  possible, 
to  cut  off  some  portion  of  it  by  a  sudden  raid,  if  that  be  practicable. 
And  especially  every  effort  should  be  made  to  ascertain  if  any  con- 
siderable forces  have  gone  by  the  Valley  Railroad  toward  East  Ten- 
nessee. This  is  exceedingly  important  m  regard  to  General  Burn- 
side's  operations.  His  forces  were  ordered  some  days  ago  to  move 
toward  Chattanooga  to  co-operate  with  Rosecrans  against' Johnston 
and  Bragg.  This  will  leave  East  Tennessee  comparati-vely  open  on 
the  Virginia  side.  Railroad  communication,  however,  has  been 
entirely  destroyed  to  near  Abingdon.  The  greater  danger,  however, 
is  that  Bragg  may  attempt  to  turn  Rosecrans'  right  and  cut  off  his 
communication  on  the  Tennessee  River.  It  was  to  enable  Rosecrans 
to  strengthen  his  right  that  Burnside  was  ordered  to  move  on  Chat- 
tanooga.    Hurlbut  and  Sherman  were  also  ordered  to  concentrate 
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all  their  available  forces  at  Tuscumbia,  or  in  that  vicinity,  to  co-oper- 
ate with  Rosecrans.  This  exhausts  all  the  available  forces  we  have 
in  the  west  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Banks  and 
Steele  are  operating  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  and  no  troops  can 
be  withdrawn  from  them  without  breaking  up  their  expeditions. 

You  will  see  from  this  statement  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power 
to  meet  the  contingency  of  the  probable  re-enforcement  of  Bragg 
by  a  part  of  Lee's  army.  The  enemy  probably  fear  an  attack  on 
Atlanta,  or  seek  to  crush  Rosecrans  and  recover  East  Tennessee. 

In  regard  to  your  own  army,  you  are  aware  that  it  will  be  impos- 
sible at  present  in  any  contingency  to  give  you  any  considerable  re- 
enforcements.  No  rash  movements  can,  therefore,  be  ventured. 
Nevertheless,  if  Lee's  force  has  been  very  considerably  reduced,  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  weaken  him  or  force  him  still  farther  back. 
Moreover,  all  the  country  this  side  of  the  Rapidan  can  be  stripped 
of  supplies,  to  support  our  army  and  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  if  he  should  again  advance.  All  provisions  and 
forage  not  required  for  the  immediate  support  of  non-combatants 
should  be  taken. 

The  enemy  probably  saw  that  if  you  and  Rosecrans  could  hold 
your  present  position  till  Grant  and  Banks  cleaned  out  the  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  fate  of  the  rebellion  would  be  sealed. 
His  policy  undoubtedly  was  to  concentrate  all  his  available  forces 
against  you  or  Rosecrans.  All  the  information  I  could  gather  until 
within  the  last  few  days  indicated  that  you  would  be  attacked.  It 
would  now  seem  that  Rosecrans  and  Burnside  will  be  made  to  receive 
the  shock. 

I  think,  for  obvious  reasons,  that  this  letter  should  be  immediately 
destroyed.  You  can  at  any  time  obtain  a  copy  from  the  archives 
here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  September  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

If  I  did  not  misunderstand  General  Meade's  last  dispatch,  he  posts 
you  on  facts  as  well  as  he  can,  and  desires  your  views  and  those  of 
tlie  Government  as  to  what  he  shall  do.  My  opinion  is  that  he 
should  move  upon  Lee  at  once  in  manner  of  general  attack,  leaving 
to  developments  whether  he  will  make  it  a  real  attack.  I  think  this 
would  develop  Lee's  real  condition  and  purposes  better  than  the  cav- 
alry alone  can  do.  Of  course,  my  opinion  is  not  to  control  you  and 
General  Meade. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  15,  1803—12  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 
General  :  Your  letter  of  this  date,  per  Captain  Wager,  has  been 
received,  read,  and  destroyed.     In  accordance  with  the  views  therein 
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expressed,  I  have  ordered  the  army  to  cross  the  Rappahannock,  and 
shall  take  up  a  position  to-morrow  with  my  left  at  Stevensbilrg  and 
right  at  Stone-House  Mountain.  I  will  then  picket  the  Rapidan  with 
infantry,  and  thus  relieve  the  cavalry,  and  will  endeavor,  by  means 
of  the  latter,  to  obtain  more  information. 

I  have  no  doubt  Longstreet's  corps  has  gone  south  through  Rich- 
mond. I  have  heard  of  no  troops  passing  through  Lynchburg  from 
Gordonsville,  but  he  can  take  the  road  from  Petersburg.  He  has 
undoubtedly  gone  to  re-enforce  Bragg.  I  am  satisfied  Lee  has  still 
Ewell  and  Hill  with  him ;  not  less  than  40,000  or  45,000  infantry 
and  over  5,000  cavalry.  I  hardly  think  he  will  cross  the  Rapidan  to 
meet  me  at  Culpeper,  unless  he  is  ignorant  of  my  actual  force.  If 
he  does  not,  it  will  be  a  difficult  problem  to  attack  him  or  com- 
pel him  to  fall  back,  as  he  has  such  advantages  in  the  line  of  the 
Rapidan,  enabling  him,  by  means  of  artillery  and  rifle-pits,  to  hold 
it  with  much  less  force  than  is  required  to  force  the  passage.  I  will 
not  make  the  attempt  unless  I  can  see  my  way  clear,  and  I  do  not 
much  expect  any  greater  success  than  requiring  him  to  fall  still 
farther  back. 

I  am  a  little  concerned  about  my  line  of  communications,  which 
will  be  lengthened  by  this  movement  some  20  miles,  and  I  would  be 
glad  if  the  cavalry  now  in  Washington  belonging  to  this  army  could 
be  sent  out,  and  this  arm  increased  by  re'enforcements.  I  will 
advise  you  further  by  telegraph. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  15,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  General  Kilpatrick  will  connect  with  you  to-day  and 
give  you  assistance  to  push  the  enemy  in  front  of  you  across  the 
river,  if  you  think  it  can  be  done.  You  will  occupy  the  line  of  the 
Rapidan  until  further  orders,  picketing  well  above  and  to  your  flank, 
and  keeping  me  fully  advised  of  anything  that  occurs.  Send  your 
train  back  for  supplies,  and,  if  yo.u  can  spare  the  men,  send  to  my 
headquarters  for  your  share  of  new  horses  out  of  the  1,000  just 
from  Washington.  Let  the  officers  see  Lieutenant  Spangler  about 
them.  He  is  to  be  found  near  my  headquarters,  north  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


September  15,  1803— 1.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

Tlie  commanding  general  directs  that  you  concentrate  your  corps 
at  Sulphur  Springs  to-day  prepared  to  cross  the  river.  You  will 
leave  a  sufficient  guard  at  Warrenton  to  protect  the  depot  at  that 
place  until  broken  up.     Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

September  15,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel:  Colonel  Gray,  commanding  pickets  at  Somerville  Ford, 
reports  that  the  enemy  are  constantly  throwing  up  intrenchmeuts 
opposite  the  ford  and  have  four  field  batteries  in  position.  Their 
people  from  the  rifle-pits  are  firing  upon  my  men  by  volleys.  I  shall 
strengthen  my  pickets  at  the  ford.  He  also  reports  a  large  number 
of  camp  fires  in  rear  of  the  batteries.  I  shall  also  strengthen  my 
pickets  at  Robertson's  Ford.  The  enemy  have  planted  a  battery  of 
six  guns  at  this  ford. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Tldrd  Division. 


September  15,  18G3 — 9  a.  m. 
Com,manding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

I  wish  you  would  send  word  to  Pleasonton  to  examine  the  banks 
of  the  Rapidan  with  a  view  to  select  some  one  or  two  points  where 
a  passage  can  be  forced  by  pontoon  bridging,  and  where  the  enemy 
are  not  now  prepared  to  resist.  These  points  should  be  between 
the  railroad  and  the  mouth,  so  as  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
Of  course  this  examination  must  be  made  so  as  not  to  attract  their 
attention.  If  you  could  spare  Roebling  for  this  purpose  I  should  be 
obliged  to  you. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


September  15,  18G3— 1.50  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Twelfth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  in  the  course  of  to-day  you 
concentrate  your  command  at  Kelly's  Ford  prepared  to  cross  the 
river.     You  will,  however,  leave  a  thin  line  of  pickets  as  far  down 
as  Ellis'  Ford. 
Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Ditnsion : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
your  command  in  readiness  to  cross  the  river  at  Kelly's  Ford  to- 
morrow morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 
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September  15,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  concentrate  your  com- 
mand at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Fox's  Mills  to-day  prepared  to  cross 
the  river.  Your  headquarters  can  remain  where  they  now  are,  un- 
less you  think  it  best  to  change  your  position,  and  in  that  event  you 
will  leave  an  officer  with  a  suitable  party  at  the  telegraph  station  to 
receive  and  forward  messages. 

Please  acknowledge.  

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


September  15,  18G3— 6.10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  authorizes  you  to  mass  your  command 
at  Freeman's  Ford,  instead  of  Fox's  Mills  as  heretofore  ordered.  The 
general  wishes  you,  if  practicable,  to  find  a  road  to  Culpeper  which 
does  not  cut  the  roads  from  Sulphur  Springs  and  Eappahannock 
Station  to  that  place. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Rappahannock  Station,  September  15,  1863. 
General  Williams  : 

My  command  is  all  Within  striking  distance  of  Beverly  Ford. 
Before  one  portion  of  it  Could  cross  the  river,  the  remainder  would 
be  closed  on  the  forward. 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  Oeiieral. 


Rappahannock  Station,  September  15,  1863—7.50  p.  m. 
General  S.  Williams  : 

In  one  place  Beverly  Ford  is  nearly  3  feet  deep,  the  bottom  very 
rough,  and  the  entrance  and  outcome  very  soft  and  boggy.  It  will 
be  very  difficult  for  the  artillery  and  trains  to  cross.  Is  it  intended 
to  throw  a  bridge  or  not  ?  '  If  it  is,  the  spot  in  front  of  Hamilton's 
houso  is  the  best  place  for  it. 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

September  15,  [1863]— 7.50  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  command  well  in  hand,  so  that,  if  it  is  necessary  to  fall  back, 
you  will  have  your  command  ready  to  work  it.     Have  your  train 
well  out  of  the  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

September  15,  [1863]— 11.50  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  posi- 
tion as  long  as  you  possibly  can. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

September  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 
General:  Major-General  Pleasonton  desires  me  to  say  to  you  that 
General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  the  enemy  have  received  heavy 
re-enforcements ;  that  there  has  been  cheering  and  bands  playing 
to-night.  You  can  hear  the  rumbling  of  artillery  and  trains.  You 
had  better  have  your  corps  up  here  by  daylight,  for  they  could  make 
a  crossing  with  their  infantry  in  the  morning  against  the  force  we 
could  bring  against  them,  as  we  have  such  a  long  line  to  protect  and 
they  have  the  railroad  bridge  to  cross  upon. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


September  15,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

What  reason  have  you  for  supposing  the  enemy  will  attempt  to 
drive  you  back  with  infantry  ?  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  move  the 
whole  army  forward,  awaiting  instructions  from  Washington,  but 
if  you  have  reason  to  believe,  or  have  any  evidence  that  Lee  will 
cross  the  Rapidan  to  give  me  battle  between  the  two  rivers,  it  would 
prove  his  having  a  greater  force  than  we  have  supposed,  and  would 
militate  against  the  retrograde  movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Ilajor-General,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  .op  the  Potomac, 

September  15,  1863—11.25  p.  m. 

To  all  Corps  and  Independent  Commanders: 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered,  and  will  take  place 
to-morrow,  the  16th  instant,  and  will  commence  punctually  at  5 
a.  m.  : 

Twelfth  Corps,  to  Stevensburg. 

First  Corps,  midway  between  Stevensburg  and  Culpeper  Court- 
House. 

Second  Corps,  Culpeper. 

Fifth  Corps,  in  rear  of  Culpeper. 

Third  Corps,  midway  between  Culpeper  and  Stone-House  Mount- 
ain. 
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Sixth  Corps,  at  Stone-House  Mountain. 

Eleventh.  Corps  will  be  distributed  to  guard  the  bridges  at  Rappa-. 
hannock  crossing,  Catlett's,  and  Bristoe. 

The  depots  at  Bealeton,  Warrenton,  and  Warrenton  Junction  will 
be  broken  up,  and  all  supplies  drawn  from  Culpeper  Court-House, 
where  a  depot  will  be  established. 

The  Artillery  Reserve  will  move  forward  and  take  position  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fifth  Corj)s. 

The  cavalry  will  picket  the  front  and  guard  the  flanks  of  the 
army. 

Headquarters  will  be  at  Culpeper  Court-House  or  vicinity. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenerai. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  op  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C,  September  15,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

General:  The  United  States  is  divided  into  two  portions  by  the 
Alleghany  Mountains,  which  may  be  called  the  Atlantic  Slope  and 
the  Mississippi  Valley.  By  the  successful  advance  of  Rosecrans  and 
Burnside  to  the  eastern  limits  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  is  virtually  closed,  and  forever,  to  the  Confederate 
armies.  The  rebellion  is  now  hemmed  in  between  the  mountains 
and  the  Atlantic,  and  its  operations  are  confined  to  five  States. 

Probably  concentration  will  leave  but  two  great  armies  in  the 
field,  aside  from  the  forces  in  and  about  Charleston,  one  in  the  Old 
Dominion  and  the  other  at  the  south.  Assuming  that  Burnside  cuts 
effectually,  as  was  his  chief  business,  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Railway,  North  Carolina  becomes  of  prime  military  importance, 
from  her  relation  to  the  remaining  lines  of  rebel  communication,  all 
of  which  traverse  the  State. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  actual  possession  of  Hicksford,  or 
Weldon  and  Gaston,  would  control  the  Weldon  and  Wilmington, 
the  Weldon  and  Raleigh,  and  the  Weldon,  Gaston  and  Roanoke 
Valley  Railroads.  An  army  of  40,000  men  there  would  beyond  ques- 
tion compel  the  evacuation  of  Virginia,  which  would  have  a  very 
depressing  and  dispiriting  influence  upon  the  rebels  in  the  few 
remaining  States  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  there  is  an  important  line  of  railway 
leading  from  Richmond  to  Danville,  which,  upon  completion,  will 
connect  the  principal  lines  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  without 
passing  through  Hicksford,  Gaston,  or  Weldon.  This  connection  is 
from  Danville  to  Hillsborough  or  Greensborough,  some  35  or  40 
miles,  and  it  is  certain  that  it  is  being  pushed  to  completion  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  Indeed,  I  was  advised  in  June  that  this  connec- 
tion was  complete,  but  it  lacks  confirmation. 

Wilmington,  or  rather  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  is 
daily  growing  in  importance  to  the  rebels,  in  consequence  of  our 
successful  operations  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  If  half  the 
reports  are  true,  many  vessels  succeed  in  evading  the  blockade  of  the 
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river.     Doubtless  much  of  the '  trade  that  has  been  carried  on  with 
Charleston  will  seek  a  port  at  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
September  15,  1863— 4.  .30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxvllle  : 

From  information  received  here  to-day,  it  is  very  probable  that 
three  divisions  of  Lee's  army  have  been  sent  to  re-enforce  Bragg. 
It  is  important  that  all  the  troops  in  your  department  be  brought  to 
the  front  with  all  possible  dispatch,  so  as  to  help  General  Rosecrans. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
September  15,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Rosecrans, 

Chattarvsoga : 

From  information  received  here  to-day,  it  is  very  probable  that 
three  divisions  of  Lee's  army  have  been  sent  to  re-enforce  Bragg. 
All  the  troops  in  the  Departments  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Cumberland 
should  be  brought  to  the  front  to  meet  the  enemy.  Sherman  and 
Hurlbut  will  bring  re-enforcements  to  the  Tennessee  River  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  * 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Virginia, 

No.  4.  S  Norfolk,  September  15,  1863. 

The  following  picket  stations  are  hereby  established,  and  the  fol- 
lowing orders  will  be  observed  by  all  .picket  and  other  guard  duty 
upon  the  front  between  the  Western  Branch  and  the  Dismal  Swamp: 

No.  1.  At  the  bridge  at  Davids'  Mills. 

No.  2.  At  the  bridge  at  Fort  Curtis. 

No.  3.  At  the  gate  on  the  main  Bowers'  Hill  road  at  Fort  Rodman. 

No.  4.  At  Deep  Creek  village. 

No.  5.  At  the  gate  in  the  Deep  Creek  road  at  Fort  Reno. 

No.  6.  At  the  intersection  of  the  Deep  Creek  road  with  the  Ports- 
mouth road  from  the  navy-yard  at  the  house  of  John  Berry. 

No.  7.  On  the  main  Bowers'  Hill  road  near  the  late  camp  of  the 
First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles.  ,  « 

No;  8.  At  the  intersection  of  the  main  Deep  Creek  and  Bowers' 
Hill  roads.  Other  posts  will  be  established  upon  the  railroads  and  at 
less  important  places. 

No.  1.  At  Davids'  Mills  Bridge,  the  plank  of  which  will  be  habitu- 
ally removed,  the  commissioned  oflBcer  commanding  the  guard  will 

*  See  Halleck  to  Grant  or  Sherman,  September  13 ;  to  Hurlbut,  September  14 
and  15,  and  to  Pope  and  Schofleld,  September  15,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX, 

13  R  R— VOL  XXIX,   PT  II 
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Eermit  no  citizen  whatever,  either  with  or  without  a  pass,  to  cross 
eyond  the  bridge,  and  no  soldiers  will  be  allowed  to  pass,  except 
officers  and  soldiers  actually  on  picket  and  other  duty.  No  persons 
will  be  allowed  to  pass  in,  excepting  contrabands,  deserters,  and 
refugees,  who  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  an  oath  that  they 
will  remain  within  the  lines  until  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  . 
all  of  whom  will  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Norfolk  under 
guard.  The  plank  of  the  bridge  at  Fort  Curtis  will  be  removed  at 
night. 

No.  2.  The  guard  will  be  furnished  with  an  aljjhabetical  list  of  all 
citizens,  not  exceeding  one  from  each  family,  who  reside  between  the 
creeks  that  pass  at  Nos.  1  and  2.  They  will  be  permitted  to  pass 
from  their  respective  houses  to  and  from  Portsmouth  by  the  nearest 
road,  passing  in  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  and  out  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday,  but  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  travel  or  be  absent  from 
their  homes  after  sundown. 

The  guards  at  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  will  be  furnished  by  General  Getty 
with  alphabetical  lists  of  all  citizens,  not  exceeding  one  from  each 
family,  who  will  be  permitted  to  pass,  only  upon  business,  from  their 
respective  homes  to  and  from  Portsmouth  by  the  nearest  road  on 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday  between  sunrise-'and  sunset,  and 
at  no  other  time. 

The  railroad  bridges  at  certain  points  will  be  removed  by  order  of 
General  Getty,  and  no. person  whatever  will  be  allowed  to  pass  in 
either  direction  along  the  railroad. 

The  pickets  will  arrest  all  persons  who  shall  leave  the  roads  and 
attempt  to  avoid  any  of  the  picket  stations,  and  all  persons  who  shall 
attempt  to  pass  to  the  front  in  violation  of  this  order. 

No.  8.  Colonel  Dutton  will  station  a  guard  at  the  intersection  of 
the  main  road  from  Portsmouth  with  that  from  Deep  Creek.  It  will 
be  furnished  with  the  proper  list  and  orders  to  supervise  all  travel 
that  may  pass  at  this  point,  allowing  no  citizens  to  pass  unless  upon 
the  list,  and  no  soldiers  without  proper  passes.  All  officers  passing 
without  proper  permission  will  be  reported  on  the  morning  guard  re- 
ports, and  to  these  headquarters  through  the  proper  channel.  All 
soldiers  or  contrabands  that  attempt  to  pass  without  proper  authority 
will  be  imprisoned  at  Portsmouth  until  the  following  morning,  where 
they  will  be  delivered  before  it  is  relieved  to  the  old  guard  at  post 
No.  6  or  7,  who  will  turn  them  over  ;  the  latter  to  the  provost-mar- 
shal, and  the  former  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  which  they 
belong,  who  will  order  them  before  a  field  officer  for  punishment. 

Any  non-residents  found  within  the  limits  of  the  above  stations, 
elsewhere  than  on  the  way  from  his  or  her  home  to  or  from  Ports- 
mouth, will  be  arrested. 

All  passes  will  be  taken  up,  when  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
issued  has  been  fulfilled,  and  returned  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Nor- 
folk. 

General  officers  may  pass  any  and  all  pickets  and  guards,  but  if 
they  pass  beyond  the  picket  line  it  will  be  noted  on  the  guard  report. 
General  officers  will  indicate  at  these  headquarters  their  intention  to 
pass  to  Fort  Monroe. 

Field  officers  will  not  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  their  division  or 
their  brigade,  or,  where  there  is  not  a  division  organization,  without 
proper  authority. 

Line  officers  will  not  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  their  brigade  with- 
out permission  of  their  brigade  commanders,  nor  beyond  that  of  the 
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division  without  the  approval  of  the  division  commander,  nor  across 
Hampton  Roads  without  the  permission  of  the  commanding  ofiScer 
of  the  district. 

Soldiers  will  not  be  permitted  to  leave  their  regiment  without  per- 
mission of  their  colonel,  nor  to  leave  their  brigade  or  division  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  respective  commanders  thereof. 

Soldiers  on  duty  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  depart- 
ments required  to  go  continually  to  Portsmouth  will  be  entered 
upon  the  proper  alphabetical  list. 

In  the  event  of  an  attack  all  families  will  be  required  to  go  to 
.  Portsmouth. 

The  discipline  of  any  command  may  be  known  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  guard  duty  is  performed,  and  the  commanding  officer 
regrets  to  find  it  his  duty  to  censure  the  almost  universal  neglect  and 
carelessness  that  now  prevails  in  this  respect.  The  attention  of  all 
officers  is  hereby  called  to  the  necessity  of  an  iminediate  and  thorough 
reformation. 

Sentinels  who  rest  their  muskets  upon  the  ground,  and  do  not 
walk  their  posts,  and  do  talk  with  any  one  that  will  listen  to  them, 
may  be  seen  in  every  direction,  and  in  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the 
front,  where  an  attack  might  have  been  expected  at  any  moment, 
pickets  not  only  left  their  horses,  but  without  exception  were  lying 
upon  their  backs  fully  absorbed  in  the  perusal  of  light  literature. 

Soldiers  will  not  do  their  duty  unless  their  officers  require  it  to 
be  done,  and  for  inefficiency  originating  with  the  latter,  they  will 
be  held  responsible.  The  heavy  labor  of  the  trenches  is  nearly  over, 
and  let  us  one  and  all  unite  and  gain  for  the  command  a  reputation 
for  cleanliness,  order,  and  discipline  that  all  will  refer  to  with  pride 
and  satisfaction. 

By  command  of  Brigadier -General  Naglee : 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
September  16,  1863— 8. 4Q  a.  m.     (Received  9.20  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-Chief: 
As  my  advance  will  materially  lengthen  my  line  of  communica- 
tion, the  guarding  of  which  I  have  assigned  to  the  Eleventh  Corps, 
I  feel  justified  in  asking  that  the  500  men  of  that  corps  recently  sent 
to  Alexandria  as  a  guard  for  drafted  men  may,  if  practicable,  be 
relieved  by  troops  from  General  Heintzelman's  department. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  16,  1863—9  p.  m.     (Received  11.40  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief  : 
The  army  is  in  position  around  Culpeper  Court-House — the  nglit 
at  Stone-House  Mountain,  the  left  at  Stevensburg.     The  cavalry 
picket  the  river  in  front.    Artillery  firing  has  been  kept  up  by  the 
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enemy  all  day,  and  occasionally  efforts  have  been  made  at  one  or 
two  points  to  throw  over  infantry,  but  they  have  been  repelled. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  they  can  cross  whenever  they  bring  a 
sufficient  force  to  bear.  Railroad  trains  were  arriving  all  night  and 
day,  and  much  cheering  on  their  arrival.  I  think  Lee  will  concen- 
trate all  his  available  force  to  resist  any  attempt  on  my  part  to  cross 
the  river.  His  position,  immediately  in  my  front,  is  very  strong, 
and  the  attempt  to  force  a  passage  very  critical.  The  river  might 
possibly  be  crossed  by  a  flank  movement,  but  this  would  expose  my 
communications  or  involve  the  danger  of  detachments. 

I  am  so  far  from  my  base  that,  should  Lee  not  be  so  much  reduced 
as  we  suppose,  he  might,  by  crossing  at  Falmouth,  interpose  be- 
tween my  army  and  Washington.  This  renders  me  very  doubtful 
of  the  expediency  of  advancing  farther  without  some  very  definite 
and  positive  information  of  his  position  and  numbers.  I  regret  the 
duty  of  guarding  conscripts  could  not  have  been  assumed  by  General 
Heintzelman  at  Alexandria,  as  the  500  men  taken  from  the  Eleventh 
Corps  are  greatly  needed  for  defending  the  railroad. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CuLPEPER,  September  IG,  1803 — 12.15  a.  m. 

(Received  1  a.  m.) 
General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral : 
Dispatch  in  regard  to  movements  received.     General  Warren  has 
just  left.     I  have  opened  as  directed.     Will  forward  at  once.     Please 
tell  General  Patrick  that  I  will  be  ready  to  turn  over  the  town  as 
soon  as  he  shall  arrive.     I  have  one  regiment  I  will  lend  him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Fifth  Corps,  September  16,  1863 — 1  a.  m. 
General  S.  Williams: 

I  have  received  the  order  directing  a  movement  for  to-morrow. 
The  dispatch  does  not  state  where  I  shall  cross  the  Rappahannock, 
nor  what  troops  have  precedence,  the  First  or  Fifth  Corps.  I  hear 
nothing  of  the  bridge  that  was  to  be  thrown  over  the  river  for  me 
near  Beverly  Ford.  Therefore  conclude  I  am  to  cross  at  Rappahan- 
nock Bridge. 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  General. 


September  16,  1863 — 1  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  11. .30  p.  m.  received.  The  commanding  general 
does  not  think  it  expedient  to  throw  General  Warren  forward  until 
the  af  my  is  within  supporting  distance  of  him,  as  if  you  were  driven 
back,  he,  too,  would  probably  be  overcome  by  numbers. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


CflAP.  XLI.]  COKRESPONDENCK,  ETC. t'l^ION.  197 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  16,  1863—1.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
Cedar  Mountain  as  long  as  possible,  and  General  Warren  will  sup- 
port you  at  Fox  Mountain.  The  Second  Corps  will  occupy  from 
Culpeper  Court-House  to  Fox  Mountain.  Yoii  had  better  fall  back 
toward  Fox  Mountain,  if  you  are  forced.  The  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac crosses  and  takes  up  position  on  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock 
this  morning.  You  can  have  your  pickets  withdrawn  from  Carter's 
Run. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  16,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps  : 

Information  just  received  leads  to  the  supposition  that  the  enemy 
is  crossing  the  Rapidan  with  his  infantry.  The  commanding  general 
therefore  directs  that  you  move  up  as  rapidly  as  practicable  to  take, 
the  position  assigned  you  in  the  instructions  of  last  night,  commu- 
nicating with  General  Sedgwick  on  your  right  and  General  Warren 
on  your  left. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  16,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

Information  just  received  leads  to  the  supposition  that  the  enemy 
is  crossing  the  Rapidan  with  his  infantry.  The  commanding  general 
therefore  directs  that  you  move  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  your 
command  to  take  the  position  indicated  in  your  instructions  of  last 
night  communicating  with  General  French  on  your  left. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Creneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  16,  1863. 
Commandiny  Officer  Twelfth  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  you  have 
been  ordered  with  your  command  down  to  Raccoon  Ford,  to  relieve 
the  cavalry  pickets  and  to  closely  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Although  it  is  not  expected  that,  in  case  the  enemy  should 
attempt  to  cross  the  river  in  your  front  in  greatly  superior  force, 
you  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  object, 
yet  the  commanding  general  looks  to  you  to  oppose  and  retard  any 
movement  they  may  make  in  this  direction  sufficiently  to  enable  the 
commanding  general  to  be  informed  of  such  movement,  and  to  make 
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his  arrangements  to  meet  it.  The  commanding  general  desires  yoii 
to  keep  him  fully  informed  of  any  movements  the  enemy  may  make 
in  your  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Sej}tember  IG,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
The  Second  Corps  will  move  at  early  daylight  to-morrow  and  re- 
lieve the  cavalry  pickets  from  Somerville  Ford  to  Cedar  Mountain, 
including  both  places.  At  the  same  time  the  Twelfth  Corps  will 
move  down  to  Eaccoon  Ford,  and  connect  with  the  pickets  of  the 
Second  Corps  at  Somerville  and  picket  the  river  down  to  Morton's 
Ford,  relieving  the  cavalry  pickets. 

The  Fifth  Corps  will  take  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  Sec- 
ond Corps,  on  the  ridge  in  front  of  the  village  of  Culpeper. 

The  commander  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  will  assign  a  brigade  to  con- 
nect with  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  and  cover  the  right  flank 
^of  the  army.     He  will  also  direct  two  squadrons,  each  containing  not 
'less  than  100  men,  to  report  to  the  commander  of  the  Second  and 
Twelfth  Corps. 

The  commander  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  will  make  suitable  disposi- 
tions to  guard  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  and  will  assemble  his  re- 
serve force  at  Stevensburg. 

The  chief  of  artillery  will  furnish  such  additional  batteries  as  the 
commanders  of  the  Second  and  Twelfth  Corps  may  call  for. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Beverly, 

September  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding  Department: 
Scouts  which  left  Crab  Bottom  night  before  last  report  Jenkins 
there  with  2,000  mounted  men,  expecting  to  be  joined  oy  Imbodeu 
and  Jackson,  when  they  intend  moving  this  way.     I  have  some  men 
in  his  camp  to-day,  who  will  return  on  Friday. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Norfolk, 

Sej)temher  16,  1863. 
General  Foster  : 

By  the  way  of  South  Mills,  I  learn  a  considerable  force  of  Lee's 
army  passed  Raleigh  for  Chattanooga.  A  Georgia  regiment  de- 
stroyed the  Standard.  The  citizens  mobbed  and  destroyed  all  the 
secession  papers  in  Raleigh. 

NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  16,  1863—10  a.  m. 

(Received  10.10  ar  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Geiieral-in-  Chief  : 
Fresh  reports  continue  to  come  in,  establishing  the  fact  that  a  con- 
siderable force  of  Lee's  army  has  passed  to  the  south  and  southwest, 
principally  to  Chattanooga.  In  passing  through  Raleigh  a  Georgia 
regiment  destroyed  the  Standard.  The  citizens  then  mobbed  and 
destroyed  all  the  secession  papers  in  the  city.  Such  is  the  report 
received  this  morning. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  iV.  C,  September  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
Yours  of  the  14th  was  received  at  the  hands  of  Major  Jenney. 
Your  views  accord  with  mine  in  the  matter  of  raids  at  the  present. 
Since  my  dispatch.  General  Wessells  reports  a  great  movement 
south,  with  all  the  trains  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  so  that 
citizens  are  unable  to  travel.  This  confirms  the  information  I  sent 
you,  being  from  a  most  reliable  source. 

In  all  this  movement,  which  is  estimated  at  30,000,  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  General  Hood's  division  is  to  remain  in  North  Carolina  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  deserters  from  Lee's  army,  of  keeping 
down  the  Union  feeling,  and  of  sustaining  the  Confederacy.  I  have 
an  Irishman  who  has  just  arrived  from  Petersburg.  He  escaped 
for  the  third  time,  and  is  under  sentence  of  death.  He  says  Hood's 
troops  were  arriving  at  Weldon  when  he  came  through.  I  have 
some  information  that  some  troops  from  Lee's  army  passed  south 
via  Salisbury,  Cliarlotte,  and  Columbia,  probably  to  Charleston. 

You  will  receive  a  communication  in  respect  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  Mr.  Alfred  Stanley,  brother  of  the  Governor,  I 
believe.     Is  he  an  officer?    If  he  is,  and  I  was  satisfied  of  the  fact, 
I  would  at  once  forward  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
General  Wessells  still  nervous  about  the  gunboat  near  Halifax. 
I  am,  very  resTjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Sejjtember  16,  1863. 
General  Naglee  and  General  Foster: 

Mrs.  Charles  Swartz,  just  arrived  at  outpost,  states  she  is  a  spy  in 
the  Government  employ.  Goes  under  the  name  of  Mrs.  C.  Wilson. 
Has  information  which  she  wishes  to  take  to  Washington  at  once. 
She  went  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  thence  through  the  Con- 
federate lines  across  the  Blackwater  to  our  lines.  States  that  the 
whole  rebel  army  is  on  its  way  to  Tennessee.  Virginia  is  to  be  evac- 
uated.   She  saw  in  Petersburg  General  Robert  Lee;  badly  wounded  at 
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Cliarleston;  not  expected  to  live.  Charleston  was  shelled  on  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Sunday,  and  entirely  destroyed.  Heavy  fighting 
there,  and  great  loss  to  the  enemy. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier-General. 


Kempsville,  Va.,  September  IC,  18G3 — 3  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Naglee, 

Covimanding  at  Norfolk: 
General  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  camp  this  morn- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information  in  regard  to  the  localities 
mentioned  in  your  instructions.     This  step  was  necessary,  as  I  had 
no  guide. 

I  marched  direct  to  Princess  Anne  Court-House,  and  found  that 
the  Pongo  and  West  Neck  bridges,  over  which  I  must  pass  in  order 
to  arrest  those  men,  had  both  been  burned  by  guerrillas,  thereby 
stopping  my  progress.  I  also  found  that  the  fight  I  had,  occurred 
at  Snip's  Corner,  which  must  be  the  place  whete  their  encampment 
is  said  to  be  located. 

After  gaining  this  information,  I  returned  to  this  place  in  order 
that  I  might  safely  send  a  dispatch,  and  also  allow  my  wagon  to 
return  to  camp.  I  shall  await  orders,  or,  not  receiving  any,  shall 
scout  again  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STETSON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  17,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Ttvelfth  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  add  to  the  letter  I 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  yoii  last  evening,  that  in  the  event  of 
your  being  compelled  to  yield  the  position  you  now  hold,  you  will 
fall  slowly  back  on  this  place.  And  to  enable  you  to  do  this  under- 
standingly,  the  general  wishes  you  to  have  an  examination  made  of 
the  country  between  Raccoon  Ford  and  Culpeper  Court-House,  so 
that  you  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  defensive  points,  as  well 
as  the  roads  within  the  region  you  may,  as  a  last  resort,  be  re- 
quired to  traverse. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A  ssistant  A  diutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  17,  1863. 
Maj.  J.  C.  DuANE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  my 
examination  of  the  Rapidan,  from   Raccoon   Ford  to  Germanna 
Mills. 
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I  first  intended  to  examine  Raccoon  Ford,  but  on  arriving  at  Gen- 
eral Buford's  headquarters,  I  found  it  impossible  to  get  near  the 
ford.  The  general  reported  the  enemy  to  have  eleven  guns  in  posi- 
tion, with  rifle-pits  covering  the  ford. 

I  next  went  to  Morton's  Ford,  2  miles  below.  Here  the  enemy 
was  said  to  have  had  the  previous  evening  two  guns  near  a  house 
on  the  hill  just  back  of  the  ford.  These  must  have  been  taken  away 
before  I  got  there,  for  I  saw  nothing  of  them.  The  only  intrench- 
ment  to  be  seen  was  a  small  rifle-pit  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  and  a 
little  below  the  ford.  The  smoke  from  camp  fires  in  the  woods  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear  indicate  the  presence  of  a  regiment  or 
more  of  men.  The  ground  on  this  side  is  higher  than  that  on  the 
other,  and  intervening  between  the  river  and  the  base  of  the  ridge 
is  a  flat  some  300  yards  wide.  Just  below  the  ford  is  a  small  island, 
100  yards  long.  It  is  thickly  timbered,  the  ground  on  the  opposite 
side  rising  gradually. 

Germanna  Ford,  8  miles  below,  was  guarded  by  a  small  force  of 
cavalry,  say  10  men.  There  were  no  indications  of  infantry  or 
artillery.  The  ridge  on  this  side  commands  the  opposite  side,  and 
artillery  suitably  placed  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  will  give  us 
complete  possession  of  the  ford.  The  ford  is  3i  to  4  feet  deep,  and 
sufficiently  wide  for  cavalry  to  march  by  fours.  I  think  that  a  pon- 
toon bridge  can  be  thrown  either  at  this  place  or  at  Morton's  with 
great  ease. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  L.  GILLESPIE, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  18,  18Go — 3  p.  m.     (Received  6.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  :  I  have  reached  such  a  position  that  I  do  not  feel  justified 
in  making  a  farther  advance  without  some  more  positive  authority 
than  was  contained  in  your  last  letter  inclosing  one  from  the  Presi- 
dent. If  I  apprehend  rightly  the  views  of  the  President  and  your- 
self, it  was  to  the  effect  that  I  might  advance  on  Lee  and  threaten 
him  with  an  attack,  and  not  permit  him  to  cross  the  Rapidan  with- 
out giving  him  battle.  After  accomplishing  this,  my  feint  might  be 
converted  into  a  real  attack,  if  the  development  of  the  movement 
and  subsequent  information  justified  the  same.  It  is  precisely  this 
question  which  now  embarrasses  me,  and  which  I  desire  to  be  advised 
upon. 

The  situation  is  simply  this:  Lee,  in  command  of  E well's  and 
Hill's  corps,  estimated  at  not  less  than  40,000  infantry,  occupies  the 
south  banii  of  the  Rapidan,  with  every  available  point  crowned  with 
artillery,  and  prepared  to  dispute  the  passage.  The  character  of  the 
south  bank  and  its  command  forbid  any  attempt  being  made  till 
Morton's  Ford  is  reached,  which  is  some  10  miles  below  the  railroad. 
At  this  place  the  command  is  on  this  side,  and  I  think  a  passage  can 
be  forced,  but  it  woiild,  undoubtedly,  result  in  a  considerable  sacri- 
fice, and  would  also,  most  certainly,  involve  a  general  engagement 
immediately  on  crossing. 

Presuming,  for  the  discussion,  that  the  crossing  was  effected,  and 
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the  enemy  overcome,  he  would  probably  fall  back  on  Gordonsville, 
as  I  siipjjose  his  policy  is  to  check  and  retard  my  advance  as  long 
and  wherever  he  can.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  con- 
tingencies of  a  failure,  as  they  will,  of  course,  present  themselves  to 
your  mind.  The  whole  question,  however,  in  my  judgment,  hangs 
upon  the  advantages  to  be  gained  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
the  event  of  success.  I  am  not  in  condition  to  follow  Lee  to  Ricli- 
mond,  and  will  be  less  so  after  being  weakened  by  a  severe  battle. 
The  only  thing  I  could  do  would  be  to  change  my  base  to  the  Fred- 
ericksburg railroad,  and,  after  taking  a  position  in  front  of  that 
place,  await  an  increase  of  force.  The  men  I  should  have  to  sacri- 
fice in  this  operation  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  longer  line  of 
communication  I  now  have.  In  fine,  I  can  get  a  battle  out  of  Lee 
under  very  disadvantageous  circumstances,  which  may  render  his 
inferior  force  my  superior,  and  which  is  not  likely  to  result  in  any 
very  decided  advantage,  even  in  case  I  should  be  victorious. 

In  this  view  I  am  reluctant  to  run  the  risks  involved,  without  the 
positive  sanction  of  the  Government.  If  any  demonstration  on  the 
Peninsula  were  practicable,  or  a  force  could  threaten  an  advance  on 
the  Fredericksburg  road,'  Lee  would,  I  think,  retire  from  my  front, 
but  I  take  it  for  granted  either  of  these  contingencies  is  out  of  the 
question. 

I  send  this  by  an  aide-de-camp,  who  will  bring  your  reply. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  18,  1 863 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Burnside  is  very  apprehensive  that  a  part  of  Ewell's  corps 
has  gone  by  Lynchburg  to  East  Tennessee.     If  you  get  any  evidence 
to  that  effect,  I  wish  to  send  it  to  Burnside,  as  his  movements  must 
very  much  depend  upon  the  information. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


September  18,  1863—9  p.  m. 

(Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

There  is  abundant  evidence  from  deserters  and  scouts,  going  to 
show  that  Ewell's  corps  is  in  my  front,  and  nothing  to  indicate  that 
any  portion  of  it  has  gone  to  East  Tennessee. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

September  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel:  One  of  my  scouts  has  just  returned  from  across  the 
river.    He  crossed  last  night  1  mile  below  Raccoon  Ford,  passed 
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through  their  picket  of  infantry,  and  a  line  of  infantry  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  back  from  the  river,  and  passed  out  in  the  country  over  2 
miles.  Saw  about  one  division  of  infantry  i)assing  down  the  river. 
He  says  there  is  great  excitement — never  so  great  as  now.  The  en- 
emy sent  for  re-enforcements  yesterday  when  the  Twelfth  and  Sec- 
ond Corps  marched  to  the  river.  They  expected  an  attack  last  night 
at  Ely's  Ford.  They  have  all  their  dismounted  cavalry  and  one  bri- 
gade of  infantry  there.  The  scout  is  very  much  exhausted,  or  I 
would  send  him  through  to  you  to-night.  The  above  is  all  the  in- 
formation he  has  to  impart. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
B7-ig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Comdg.  Third  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  18,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  Your  communication  of  yesterday  has  been  received. 
I  have  examined  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Raccooji 
Ford,  and  am  satisfied  that  we  could  not  force  a  passage  of  the  river 
at  this  point,  nor  can  we  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  The 
advantage  in  position  is  entirely  with  the  enemy,  the  ground  on  the 
opposite  side  commanding  every  position  on  this  side.  I  shall  park 
my  train  well  in  rear  on  the  road  leading  to  Culpeper.  I  now  think 
it  will  be  advisable,  in  case  I  am  obliged  to  fall  back,  to  have  one 
division,  with  its  train,  move  on  the  road  to  Stevensburg,  and- the 
other  on  the  direct  Culpeper  road.  I  shall  make  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  both  roads  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  enemy  guard  the  river  at  this  point  very  carefully.  They 
fire  upon  our  pickets  at  sight,  and  will  not  allow  any  person  to 
approach  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


September  18,  1863—1.20  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Twelfth  Corjjs  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  to-day's  date,  and  requests  that  you 
will  examine  the  river  below  Raccoon  Ford,  and  particularly  at 
Morton's  Ford,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  effecting  a  passage. 
He  is  informed  that  a  passage  can  be  forced  by  him  at  Morton's 
Ford. 

He  desires  your  views  upon  the  subject  as  soon  as  you  have  made 
the  requisite  examinations.  He  wishes  you  also  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  nature  of  the  position  this  army  can  take  after  crossing. 
He  further  requests  me  to  say  that  the  examination  should  be  con- 
cealed from  the  enemy,  so  that  the  passage,  should  one  be  made, 
may  not  be  anticipated  by  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

September  IS,  18G3— 9.30  p.  m. 

General  Meade  : 

I  have  been  along  my  whole  line  to-day.  About  3. 30  p.  m.  our 
cavalry  on  the  right  drove  the  enemy  across  Crooked  Creek  and 
were  fired  upon  several  times  with  artillery.  The  Valley  of  the 
Rapidan  above  the  railroad  bridge  is  such  that  I  think  the  enemy's 
left  flank  could  be  turned.  The  railroad  bridge  head  is  only  a  weak 
trench,  and  I  think  was  occupied  by  about  100  men,  who  seemed  to 
be  the  reserve  of  the  picket  line  circulating  around  it.  The  trench 
is  only  a  shelter  from  our  artillery.  There  seems  from  the  smoke 
to  be  a  considerable  force  along  the  railroad — might  be  5,000  men 
or  more.  At  Robertson's  Ford,  at  the  base  of  Piney  Mountain,  the 
enemy  are  also  on  this  side,  and  fired  on  us  here.  We  can  easily 
drive  them  across,  but  the  high  mountain  on  the  other  side  rises 
from  the  stream.  At  Somerville  Ford  the  banks  do  not  give  the 
enemy  much  advantage  over  us.  This  is  as  far  down  as  I  went. 
The  enemy  does  not  seem  to  be  in  much  force  at  Somerville  Ford, 
and  none  to  speak  of  from  there  up  to  the  railroad.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  prospect  of  the  enemy  advancing,  nor  do  I  see  how  he 
can  defend  so  long  a  line  as  he  would  have  to  hold  from  Germanna 
Ford  up.  When  the  firing  began  on  our  right,  many  of  the  enemy's 
tents  were  striick. 

Our  signal  officer,  Lieutenant  Marston,  discovered  the  enemy's 
new  signals.     He  made  out  to-day : 

Send  me  twenty  wagons  to  subsist  my  division. 

FITZ.  LEE. 

Also  that  the  line  would  not  be  open  to-night,  as  they  were  out  of 
turpentine,  and  it  is  not  open. 

Lieutenant  Marston  is  preparing  the  new  code  discovered  to  send 
up  to  chief  signal  officer.  I  would  like  to  make  some  demonstrations 
to-morrow  with  my  artillery  and  troops,  if  it  will  not  interfere  with 
other  plans. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


September  18,  1863—10.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  major-general  commanding  con- 
siders that  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  not  advisable  to  make 
any  demonstration.  Do  you  refer  to  the  Valley  of  the  Rapidan  or 
Robertson's  River  in  your  dispatch  when  stating  that  the  valley  of 
the  Rapidan  above  the  railroad  bridge  is  such  that  you  think  the 
enemy's  left  flank  can  be  turned  ?  How  much  has  the  Rapidan  on 
your  front  risen  to-day  ? 

A  dispatch  from  General  Kilpatrick,  received  about  6  p.  m. ,  states 
that  one  of  his  scouts  who  crossed  the  Rapidan  yesterday  saw  one 
division  moving  down  the  river  from  Raccoon  Ford,  and  learned 
that  there  was  one  brigade  of  infantry  and  all  the  dismounted  cav- 
alry at  Ely's  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oeneraly  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Mitchell's, 

September  18,  18G3. 
General  Meade  : 

I  do  not  know  how  much  the  Rapidan  has  risen.  In  the  present 
condition  of  occupancy  none  of  us  can  visit  the  river.  I  refer  to  the 
Valleys  of  both  the  Rapidan  and  Robertson's  Rivers  as  being  free 
from  mountains  and  large  streams  as  the  cause  of  our  being  able  to 
turn  the  enemy's  left  flank. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

September  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

1.  I  moved  from  Rappahannock  via  Brandy  Station.  A  por- 
tion of  my  command  came  directly  across  the  country  from  Brandy 
Station'  to  near  Pony  Mountain,  the  remainder  of  my  column  by 
Stevensburg. 

2.  There  is  a  road  from  here  to  Stevensburg,  and  from  there  to 
Kelly's  Ford. 

3.  Am  not  acquainted  with  any  roads  from  the  Rappahannock 
to  the  Rapidan  between  Rappahannock  Ford  and  Kelly's  Ford. 
Mountain  Creek  in  front  of  my  present  position  is  impassable  since 
tlie  rain,  except  at  one  point,  Stevensburg.  I  have  ordered  a  bridge 
constructed  over  it,  which  will  not  be  completed  before  to-morrow 
niglit,  if  then,  finding  it  very  difiBcult  to  get  material  to  construct  it 
with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Have  not  heard  of  the  condition  of  the  roads  since  the  rain. 


Clarksburg, 

September  18,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Colonel  Mulligan  reports  again  this  morning  that  he  has  informa- 
tion, which  he  deems  reliable,  that  an  attack  on  him  at  Petersburg 
at  an  early  date  is  contemplated.  It  is  to  be  by  Jones',  Imboden's, 
Jenkins',  and  Jackson's  forces  combined.  What  is  your  informa- 
tion ?  Is  Jackson  yet  in  Pocahontas  ?  Do  you  think  Jones'  force  is 
yet  in  Greenbrier  ? 

Captain  Hall,  of  the  Sixth  [West]  Virginia  Infantry,  who  is  scout- 
ing Tucker  County,  reports  that  there  are  no  pickets  or  scouts  on 
the  Seneca  road,  at  Soldier  White's,  the  Burnt  House,  or  Wyant's. 
You  should  keep  pickets  or  scouts  constantly  on  that  road  watching 
those  points." 

[B.  F.  KELLEY,] 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly^  September  18,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding  Dejiartment  : 
My  scouts  left  Crab  Bottom  tlie  day  before  yesterday  at  4  o'clock 
p.  m.  Jenkins  was  there  -with,  about  1,000  mounted  and  1,500  in- 
fantry and  two  guns.  They  saw  a  Union  man  who  had  come  through 
Monterey  the  day  before,  and  reported  having  seen  no  force  on  the 
way.  If  Jones  had  moved  from  Greenbrier  northward,  I  think  I 
should  have  known  it.  I  have  sent  a  report  to  the  rebels  that  I  have 
gone  to  Buckhannon  with  three  regiments.  I  have  a  picket  of  an 
oflicer  and  10  men  on  the  Seneca  road  10  miles  out ;  an  officer  and 
15  men  near  New  Interest,  and  pickets  on  every  road  and  path  lead- 
ing to  this  place,  and  all  the  roads  are  constantly  patrolled.  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  understand  the  importance  of  pickets,  and  know 
from  personal  attention  to  the  subject  that  the  duties  are  properly 
performed. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  420.  f  Washington,  September  18,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Sullivan,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  with  Major-General  Grant  and  assigned  to  duty  with 
Brigadier-General  itelley,  commanding  Department  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

September  19,  1863. 
Major-Goneral  Meade: 

General  :  Yours  of  3  p.  m.  of  yesterday  is  received. 

It  is  my  duty  to  point  out  to  the  generals  commanding  the  several 
armies  in  the  iield  the  objects  which  the  Government  wishes  ac- 
complished, and  to  assist  as  far  as  possible  in  attaining  those  objects. 
But  unless  directed  to  do  so,  I  never  attempt  to  direct  a  general 
when,  where,  or  how  to  give  battle.  He  must  decide  such  matters 
for  himself.  No  one  else  can  do  it  for  him.  I  have  no  idea  of  play- 
ing the  part  of  an  Austrian  ruler. 

You  are  left  free  to  exercise  your  own  judgment  on  this  subject. 
In  regard  to  Richmond,  I  do  not  consider  it  of  any  very  great  mili- 
tary importance,  nor  as  the  objective  point  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Your  objective  point,  in  my  opinion,  is  Lee's  army,  and 
the  object  to  be  attained  is  to  do  it  as  mxich  harm  as  possible  with  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  yourself.  If  Lee  holds  a  position  too 
strong  to  be  attacked,  and  he  cannot  be  turned  by  maneuvering,  then 
his  outposts  and  detachments  can  be  attacked,  his  communications 
threatened  by  raids,  or  the  supplies  of  the  adjacent  country  collected 
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for  tlie  support  of  our  army.  The  accomplishment  of  any  or  all  of 
these  objects  -will  necessarily  depend  upon  circumstances  which  may 
daily  and  almost  hourly  change,  and  can  properly  be  judged  of  only 
by  the  general  in  the  field. 

I  gave  you  in  my  last  a  general  outline  of  the  condition  of  our 
affairs  in  the  south  and  west  and  what  we  have  to  do  there.  As  soon 
as  the  re-enforcements  sent  to  Bragg  can  be  spared,  they  will  prob- 
ably return  against  you.  Whatever  you  can  do  should  be  done 
while  they  are  absent.  If  you  really  think  that  nothing  of  impor- 
tance can  be  accomplished,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  as  well 
to  withdraw  your  army  to  some  point  nearer  Washington.  In  re- 
gard to  lines  of  operations,  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  a  change  to 
Aquia  Creek.  Indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  line  as  favorable  as  the 
one  j'^ou  are  moving  on. 

I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  received  the  inclosed  letter  from  the 
President.  Please  keep  me  advised  of  your  general  plans.  I  fear 
that  General  Rosecrans  will  be  hard  pushed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Getieral-in-  Chief. 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  September  19,  1863. 
Major-General  Halxeck  : 

By  General  Meade's  dispatch  to  you  of  yesterday,  it  appears  that 
he  desires  your  views  and  those  of  the  Government  as  to  whether  he 
shall  advance  upon  the  enemy.  I  am  not  prepared  to  order  or  even 
advise  an  advance  in  this  case,  wherein  I  know  so  little  of  the  partic- 
ulars, and  wherein  he,  in  the  field,  thinks  the  risk  is  so  great  and 
the  promise  of  advantage  so  small.  And  yet  the  case  presents  mat- 
ter for  very  serious  consideration  in  another  aspect.  These  two 
armies  confront  each  other  across  a  small  river,  substantially  mid- 
way between  the  two  capitals,  each  defending  its  own  capital,  and 
menacing  the  other.  General  Meade  estimates  the  enemy's  infantry 
in  front  of  him  at  not  less  than  40,000.  Suppose  we  add  50  per  cent, 
to  this  for  cavalry,  artillery,  and  extra-duty  men,  stretching  as  far 
as  Richmond,  making  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  00,000.  General 
Meade,  as  shown  by  the  returns,  has  with  him,  and  between  him  and 
Washington,  of  the  same  classes  of  well  men,  over  00,000.  Neither 
can  bring  the  whole  of  his  men  into  a  battle,  but  eacli  can  bring  as 
large  a  percentage  in  as  the  other.  For  a  battle,  then,  General  Meade 
has  three  men  to  General  Lee's  two.  Yet,  it  having  been  deter- 
mined that  choosing  ground  and  standing  on  the  defensive  gives  so 
great  advantage  that  the  three  cannot  safely  attack  the  two,  the 
three  are  left  simply-standing  on  the  defensive  also.  If  the  enemy's 
60,000  are  sufficient  <b  keep  our  90,000  away  from  Richmond,  why, 
by  the  same  rule,  may  not  40,000  of  ours  keep  their  00,000  away  from 
Washington,  leaving  us  50,000  to  put  to  some  other  use  ?  Having 
practicatly  come  to  the  mere  defensive,  it  seems  to  be  no  economy  at 
all  to  employ  twice  as  many  men  for  that  object  as  are  needed. 
With  no  object,  certainly,  to  mislead  myself,  I  can  perceive  no  fault 
in  this  statement,  unless  we  admit  we  arc  not  the  equal  of  the 
enemy,  man  for  man.     I  hope  yo^i  will  consider  it. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  let  me  say  that  to  attempt  to  fight  the 


208  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  €.,  VA.,  AV.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       fCHAp.  XU. 

enemy  slowly  back  into  his  intrenchments  at  Richmond,  and  there 
to  capture  him,  is  an  idea  I  have  been  trying  to  repudiate  for  quite 
a  year.  My  judgment  is  so  clear  against  it  that  I  would  scarcely 
allow  the  attempt  to  be  made,  if  the  general  in  command  should  de- 
sire to  make  it.  My  last  attempt  upon  Richmond  was  to  get  Mc- 
Clellan,  when  he  was  nearer  there  than  the  enemy  was,  to  run  in 
ahead  of  him.  Since  then  I  have  constantly  desired  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  make  Lee's  army,  and  not  Richmond,  its  objective  point. 
If  our  army  cannot  fall  upon  the  enemy  and  hurt  him  where  he  is, 
it  is  plain  to  me  it  can  gain  nothing  by  attempting  to  follow  him  over 
a  succession  of  intrenched  lines  into  a  fortified  city. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


September  19,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Tivelfth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inquire  of  you  if  you 
received  my  dispatch  of  1.20  p.  m.  yesterday.  It  was  sent  by  your 
orderly,  and  requested  you  to  examine  the  vicinity  of  Morton's  Ford 
(particularly  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  feasibility  of  eflEecting 
a  crossing  of  the  army  at  that  place)  and  give  your  views  to  him. 
The  musketry  you  heard  must  have  been  the  cavalry  at  Stevensburg 
discharging  their  carbines.  No  other  report  upon  the  subject  than 
yours  has  reached  these  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  I  have  examined  the  river  from  Raccoon  Ford  down  to 
Stringfellow's  Ford.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  crossing  cannot  be 
effected  at  Raccoon  Ford  without  great  loss.  -  At  Morton's  Ford  it 
would  be  attended  with  less  difficulty,  but  even  at  that  point  we  should 
labor  under  many  disadvantages.  The  approaches  to  this  ford  from 
both  sides  of  the  river  are  over  a  low,  marshy  ground  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  in  width.  There  are  positions  tor  artillery  on  this 
side  of  the  river  nearly  as  good  as  those  on  the  opposite  side,  but 
the  enemy  have  already  thrown  up  one  work  to  command  this  ford, 
and  are,  I  think,  constructing  another. 

At  Stringfellow's  Ford  the  bluffs  approach  nearer  the  river  than 
at  either  of  the  other  points,  and  I  think  a  creasing  could  be  effected 
there  with  less  loss  than  at  either  of  the  other  fords.  I  think,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  necessary  to  throw  a  bridge  across.  I  should  judge 
from  appearances  that  a  better  position  could  be  secured  there  after 
crossing  than  at  either  of  the  other  points.  The  enemy  have  thrown 
up  a  work  to  protect  this  ford,  but  I  do  not  think  the  position  has 
been  well  taken,  and  unless  they  further  strengthen  it,  I  think  we 
could  make  a  crossing  there.  If  a  crossing  is  contemplated,  I  would 
recommend  that  an  engineer  officer  be  sent  here  to  examine  the 
position.     Judging   from  the  camp  fires  and   other  indications,  I 
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think  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  opposite  to  us  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  Raccoon  Ford,  with  from  four  to  six  regiments  at  Morton's  Ford. 
At  Stringfellow's  Ford  I  think  their  force  at  present  is  very  light. 

The  contrabands  at  Dr.  Morton's  state  that  Longstreet's  corps  was 
sent  to  Tennessee  about  ten  days  since,  while  the  contrabands  at 
Thornton  Stringfellow's  say  it  has  only  gone  to  Louisa  County. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

September  19,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Quite  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  at  Warrenton. 
Cannot  ascertain  how  large. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Mitchell's  Station,  September  19,  1863. 

(Received  11.20  a.  m.) 
General  Meade: 

The  signal  officers  have  just  taken  the  following  dispatch  from  the 
signal  station  on  Clark's  Mountain: 

General  Lee: 

A  deserter  this  morning  reports  that  all  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  corps, 
is  moving  to  our  left  to  flank  our  x)osition.  The  cavalry  has  certainly  disappeared 
from  this  front  and  is  replaced  by  infantry.  The  deserter  is  on  his  way  to  head- 
quarters. 

E.     [EARLY,] 

Oeneral 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  19,  1863. 
Mai.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  The  following  message  was  received  from  the  officer  at 
Mitchell's  Station,  having  been  intercepted  from  the  enemy's  signal 
station  on  Clark's  Mountain: 

Signal  Station— 12.45  p.  m. 
General  H.. 

General  Early  states  a  deserter  reports  that  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by 
one  corps  of  infantry,  moved  up  to  our  left  to  flank  our  position.  The  cavalry  has 
disappeared  from  his  front  and  is  relieved  by  infantry.  Be  on  your  guard  and  as- 
certain his  movements.  

LEE, 

Oeneral. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Fir.'it  Lieutenant,  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 
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[September  19,  1863]— 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wareen, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Mitchell's  Station  : 

The  following  dispatch  is  sent  for  your  information : 

Signal  Department,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  19,  1863. 
Greneral  Humphreys: 
The  following  message  is  just  received  from  Pony  Mountain  : 

"  12.50  p.  m. 
"  Captain  Norton  : 

"A  colunm  of  infantry,  consisting  of  six  regiments,  has  just  passed  over  the  north- 
ern face  of  Clark's  Mountain,  passing  close  to  the  signal  station,  going  in  a  direction 
northwest  by  west.     No  wagons. 

"TAYLOR, 
"  Captain." 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKBR. 
First  Lieutenant,  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Mitchell's  Station, 
September  19,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys  : 

The  movement  of  the  rebel  infantry  toward  his  left  flank  is  most 
likely  designed  to  meet  what  he  thinks  is  our  effort  to  turn  his 
left. 

By  camp  smokes,  show  of  troops,  and  the  occasional  sending  of 
train  of  cars,  we  can  make  him  think  we  have  the  whole  army  in  his 
front  where  we  are. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-Genercd. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  19,  1863. 

Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from 
Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station: 

Captain  Norton: 

Between  2  and  4  p.  m.  a  column  of  infantry,  16  pieces  of  artillery,  5  ambulances, 
and  20  wagons  passed  a  point  about  1  mile  beyond  Raccoon  Ford,  moving  down  the 
river. 

TAYLOR, 

Captain. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 
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Mitchell's  Station,   September  19,  1863. 

(Eeceived  9.20  p.  m.) 
Captain  Norton: 

The  following  rebel  signal  message  lias  been  intercepted: 

Signal  Station  on  Clark's  Mountain. 
General  Lee  : 

Rodes  can  hold  his  position.     I  am  just  from  Morton's  Ford.     His  position  is  a 
strong  one.     Everythmg  very  quiet  to-day.     I  am  sending  a  written  dispatch 

E.     [EWELL?], 

General. 

F.  W.  MARSTON, 

Captain,  ami  Signal  Officer. 


War  Department, 
Washingtmi,  September  19,  1803—3.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  report  be  made  of  the  recent 
captures  by  the  en^my  in  your  department,  in  order  that  the  officers 
■who  have  neglected  their  duty  maybe  tried  or  summarily  dismissed. 
Where  such  captures  result  from  neglect  or  carelessness,  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  should  have  the  officers  tried  or 
reported  for  dismissal.  Unless  this  is  done  the  Secretary  of  War 
holds  the  commanding  general  responsible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding  Departvnent : 

My  picket  on  the  Seneca  road  has  been  stationed  from  half  a  mile 
to  2  miles  of  the  Burnt  House  for  several  days,  with  orders  to 
change  their  position  twice  every  twenty-four  hours.  A  patrol  from, 
that  picket  has  gone  in  the  direction  of  Soldier  White's  daily,  and 

fiatrols  from  here  visit  the  pickets  on  each  road  daily.  From  New 
nterest  a  patrol  goes  to  Carrick's  Ford.  All  the  pickets  have  orders 
not  to  permit  themselves  to  be  seen,  which  will  account  for  the  caji- 
tain  of  the  Sixth  failing  to  observe  them.  The  Burnt  House  is  a 
dangerous  place  for  a  picket,  so  I  keep  them  near  enough  to  observe 
without  being  seen.  I  have  had  several  sketches  made  of  all  that 
section,  and  officers  have  carefully  examined  all  those  roads,  and 
their  reports  are  before  me. 

Scouts  from  Pocahontas  report  that  Jackson  has  gone  to  McDowell. 
I  do  not  place  implicit  reliance  upon  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  Mulligan 
ought  not  to  be  re-enforced.  I  have  strengthened  and  extended  my 
pickets  in  the  directions  you  suggest. 

My  report  this  morning  is  in  reply  to  your  dispatch;  was  intended 
to  relieve  you  of  any  disquietude,  and  not  as  a  manifestation  of 
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undue  sensitiveness.  I  trust  you  will  regard  it  so,  and  believe  that 
I  shall  be  happy  to  avail  myself  of  your  experience  and  knowledge 
of  this  country  at  all  times. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C. ,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  17th  instant  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  an  alleged  threatened  attack  on  Plymouth,  and  the  con- 
templated attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  will  take  such  action  in  the 
premises  as  may  in  your  judgment  be  best  suited  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency thus  presented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Navy  Department, 

September  17,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  a  subject 
of  great  importance  connected  with  the  maintaining  possession  of 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Information  received  from  time  to  time  places  it  beyond  a  doubt 
that  the  rebels  are  constructing,  and  have  nearly  completed,  at  Ed- 
wards Ferry,  near  Weldon,  on  the  Roanoke  River,  a  ram  and  an 
iron-clad  floating  battery.  It  is  represented  that  these  vessels  will 
be  formidable,  and  will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  four  or  six 
weeks.  It  is  further  represented  that  an  attack  by  land  and  water 
on  Plymouth  is  contemplated. 

Our  force  of  wooden  vessels  in  the  sounds,  necessarily  of  light 
draught  and  lightly  armed,  will  by  no  means  be  adequate  to  contend 
against  the  rebel  ram  and  battery,  should  they  succeedin  getting 
down  the  Roanoke,  and  in  that  event  our  possession  of  the  sounds 
would  be  jeopardized.  It  is  impracticable  for  our  vessels  to  ascend 
the  Roanoke  to  any  great  distance  in  consequence  of  the  shallowness 
of  the  water,  their  exposed  situation  from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters, 
and  the  earth-works  represented  to  be  located  at  different  points, 
particularly  at  Rainbow  Bluff. 

Were  our  iron-clad  s  now  completed  available  for  service  in  the 
sounds  they  could  not  be  sent  there,  as  they  draw  too  much  water 
to  cross  the  bulkhead  at  Hatteras.  Our  lighter  draught  ones  will 
not  be  completed  for  some  time  to  come.  In  view  of  all  these  facts, 
I  deem  it  proper  to  suggest  the  importance  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  army  to  surprise  and  destroy  the  rebel  r.im  and  battery  referred 
to,  or  of  obstructing  the  river  by  torpedoes  and  piles,  or  otherwise, 
so  as  to  prevent  their  descent.  Permit  me  to  urge  some  measure  of 
this  sort. 
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This  Department  will  bo  liappy  to  co-operate,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
able,  in  adopting  sucli  steps  as  may  seem  practicable  and  adequate 
to  secure  us  against  threatening  disasteri 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  20,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
ground  from  Raccoon  Ford  down  to  Stringfollow's  Ford.  I  do  not 
think  a  crossing  could  be  effected  at  tlie  former  place  without  great 
loss  of  life.  At  Morton's  Ford  we  might  possibly  be  able  to  cross, 
though  even  then  we  would  labor  under  great  disadvantages.  The 
approaches  to  this  ford  are  over  a  low,  marshy  ground,  of  about  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  width  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  positions 
for  artillery  at  this  point  are  nearly  as  good  on  this  side  of  the  river 
as  on  the  other,  but  the  enemy  have  thrown  up  some  works  to  protect 
the  ford. 

At  Stringfellow's  Ford  the  bluffs  approach  nearer  the  river  on 
both  sides,  and  I  think  a  crossing  could  be  effected  here  with  less 
loss  of  life  than  at  either  of  the  other  fords,  though  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  bridge  should  be  thrown  across  in  the  first  place.  Tlie 
enemy  have  thrown  uj)  a  work  to  command  this  ford  also,  but  I  do 
not  think  their  position  is  well  chosen.  After  crossing,  I  should 
think  a  fair  position  might  be  seciired  at  this  point.  If  a  crossing 
is  contemplated,  I  would  suggest  that  an  engineer  officer  be  sent  here 
to  examine  the  ground.  From  the  camp  fires  and  other  indications, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  opposite  us  are 
concentrated  near  Raccoon  Ford,  with  at  least  from  four  to  six  reg- 
iments at  Morton's.  The  force  at  Stringfellow's  is  at  present  qiiite 
small,  and  unless  the  enemy  further  strengthen  that  position,  I  think 
it  the  most  feasible  point  to  effect  a  crossing. 

A  contraband  at  Dr.  Morton's  informed  me  that  Longstreet's  corps 
went  to  Tennessee  some  ten  days  ago,  while  one  at  Thornton  String- 
fellow's says  it  has  only  gone  to  Louisa  County,  Va. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  communication  of  similar 
import  to  this  was  sent  to  you  by  an  orderly  yesterday,  and  the  above 
information  was  based  upon  my  examination  at  that  time. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


September  20,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Tiuelfth  Corps: 

The  orderly  from  your  headquarters  brought  a  communication  to 
these  headquarteis  about  dark  last  evening,  but  not  the  report  re- 
specting Morton's  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oenernl,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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September  20,  18C3— 1.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

Will  you  have  the  Rai)idan  above  the  fork  of  Robertson's  River 
and  Robertson's  River  examined,  so  far  as  they  can  be  from  Cedar 
Mountain,  to  ascertain  to  what  degree  they  are  more  favorable  gen- 
erally for  crossing  and  taking  position  upon  than  the  Rapidan  below 
the  railroad  bridge,  and  also  to  ascertain  what  points  upon  those 
rivers  should  be  examined  carefully  with  a  view  to  crossing?  There 
are  no  engineer  officers  here  at  present  to  send  you  for  the  purpose. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqcjartees  Eleventh  Corps, 

September  20,  18C3. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Captain  Higgins,  Seventy -third  Ohio  Volunteers,  with  a  patrol, 
took  2  rebel  prisoners  near  Brentsville.     I  send  them  to  General 
Patrick  this  a.  m. 
Res^Dectfully, 

O.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

Mitchell's  Station,  September  20,  18G3. 

(Received  G.15  p.  m.) 

Capt.  L.  B.  Norton,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 

Dispatch  received.     The  following  messages  read  to-day: 

11  a.  m. 
General  Lee: 

All  quiet  in  this  front;  no  change  obsci-vcd  in  enemy's  camps. 

E.     [EWELL?], 

General. 

1.35  p.  m. 
All  quiet.    Tlierc  is  a  Yankee  signal  station  on  Thoroughfare  Mountain . 

.  S.     [STUART], 

General. 

4.20  p.  m. 
Captain  F. : 

We  have  seen  only  one  small  party  of  cavalry  to-day.    Infantry  seem  to  have 
taken  their  places  on  their  whole  [sic]. 

WILLIAMSON. 

5  p.  nl. 
General  E. : 

No  material  change  in  enemy's  camps.     Small  bodies  of  infantiy  moved  ;  appar- 
ently picket  reliefs.     Small  trains  moving  back  from  your  front. 

K. 

5  p.  m. 
General  Lee: 

All  quiet  in  front. 

S.     [STUART], 

Oeneral. 

5.50  p.  m. 
Send  wagons  of  Second  North  Carolina  Cavalry  to  them  to-day  near  Robertson's 
River. 
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Captain  Castlo  will  commuuicato  with  you  as  desired.     Can  you 
send  uie  another  flagman  ?    Groldey  iw  wick. '  We  need  message  blanks 
and  matches.     Did  yoii  receive  the  code  I  sent  ? 
Please  answer. 

F.  W.  MARSTON, 
Captain,  and  Signal  Officer. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

September  20,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  The  following  reports  liave  just  been  received,  and 
are  respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding 
general: 

Cedar  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

September  20,  1863. 
Captain  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Offixier: 

The  enemy  show  a  large  number  of  camp  fires  across  the  Rapidan  and  between 
Robertson's  and  Rapidan  Rivers. 

They  are  working  in  large  numbers  on  eartli-works  at  Rapidan  Station  and  as  far 
down  as  Raccoon  Ford.     They  liave  two  brass  pieces  in  position  at  Rapidan  Station. 

CASTLE, 

Signal  Officer. 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

September  20,  18G3— 6.15  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton: 

Enemy  are  intrenching  at  Morton's  and  Stringfellow's  Fords  to-day.     No  move- 
ments seen. 

TAYLOR, 
Signal  Ojfficer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edieut 
servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  20,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  a  reconnaissance  be 
made  with  two  divisions  of  cavalry,  those  at  Stevensburg,  between 
Robertson's  River  and  the  Rapidan,  extending  from  Madison  Court- 
House  on  the  former,  and  from  Burtonsville  at  the  mouth  of  tlie 
Ballard  River  on  the  latter,  down  to  Robertson's  Ford  and  to  Bar- 
nett's  Ford. 

The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  is  to  ascertain  the  position  and 
force  of  the  enemy  between  those  rivers  and  along  the  Rapidan,  the 
number  and  character  of  the  roads  leading  to  the  Rapidan  along  the 
extent  indicated,  and  of  the  character  of  the  fords  and  of  the  ground 
on  both  sides  where  these  roads  cross  the  Rapidan,  and  the  advan- 
tages such  points  afford  for  effecting  a  crossing  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  particularly  desirable  to  learn  the  character  of  the 
south  bank  of  the  Rapidan  along  the  road  leading  to  Orange  Court- 
House  from  Burtonsville,  since  it  is  along  that  road  that  the  army 
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may  march,  should  Orange  Court-House  be  approached  frpm  above. 
A  sufficient  force  of  cavalry  should  be  left  to  picket  the  Rapidan 
from  Stringfellow's  Ford  to  Ely's  Ford,  and  from  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Warren's  pickets  near  the  foot  of  Cedar  Mountain,  along  the 
present  cavalry  picket  line. 

If  you  should  deem  a  less  force  than  two  divisions  sufficient  to 
make  the  reconnaissance,  you  are  authorized  to  send  a  smaller  num- 
ber. The  enemy  is  reported  to  have  a  cavalry  force  between  the  two 
rivers,  and  some  artillery  in  position  at  Rochelle,  on  the  pike  from 
Madison  Court-House  to  Orange  Court-House.  Major  Duane  will  be 
directed  to  send  an  engineer  officer  with  the  expedition,  if  one  can  be 
made  available;  if  one  is  not  sent  by  him  an  officer  should  be  detailed 
from  your  command  to  perfoi'm  engineer  duty  on  the  reconnaissance. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  District  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  September  20,  1863. 
Capt.  George  J.  Ker, 

Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry: 
You  will  proceed  to  Princess  Anne  Court-House,  starting  this  p. 
m.  or  to-morrow  a.  m.,  and  take  command  of  the  detachment  of  the 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  now  in  that  neighborhood,  with  which 
and  yours  you  will  proceed  to  Ship's  Corners,  and  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity.     If  prudent  so  to  do,  attack  and 
disperse  them.     If  otherwise  you  will  await  the  arrival  of  a  detach- 
ment of  100  selected  men  from  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth 
New  York,  and  make  a  joint  and  combined  attack.     Once  dispersed, 
follow  them  up  as  long  as  any  two  keep  together.     You  will  confine 
yourself  rigidly  to  the  restrictions  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  order. 
Permit  no  pillage  nor  allow  any  one  to  enter  any  house.     Arrest 
only  persons  that  are  justly  accused,  and  invariably  send  a  full  re- 
port of  the  circumstances  and  charges  against  all  arrested.    Report 
daily. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Naglee: 
Very  respectfully, 

[GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  21,  1863—1  p.  m.     (Received  2  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
The  position  of  affairs  is  imchanged  since  my  last,  except  the 
enemy  is  apparently  increasing  in  force,  and  is  busily  engaged  in 
strengthening  his  works.  Reconnaissances  are  being  made  to  as- 
certain the  practicability  of  further  movements.  Your  letter  by 
Captain  Mason  was  duly  received. 

GEO.G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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September  21,  18G3— 10.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  examine  Pony- 
Mountain  and  vicinity,  in  view  ot  the  contingency  that  may  arise 
requiring  you  to  take  position  upon  it  with  your  corps.  In  sucli 
event,  the  Second  and  Twelfth  Corps  would  be  established  between 
your  corps  and  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  is  now  posted  on  the  high 
ground  in  advance  of  Culpeper,  and  on  the  right  of  the  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


September  21,  1863—10.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  examine  the  high 
ground  upon  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  with  a  view  to  establish- 
ing your  corps  in  position  upon  it,  in  continuation  of  the  position 
now  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Corps.  Major-General  Sykes  can  indi- 
cate to  you  more  exactly  the  high  ground  referred  to. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Confidential.]     Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  a 
cavalry  reconnaissance  in  force  will  be  made  to-morrow  between 
Robertson's  and  Rapidan  Rivers.     The  command  is  that  which  has 
been  posted  at  Stevensburg. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  following  message  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded  for    the  information  of    the  commanding 
general : 

Signal  Station  on  Clark's  Mountain, 

September  21,  [1863]— 12.40  p.  m. 
Captain  G.: 

A  body  of  cavalry,  composed  of  about  a  brigade,  moving  from  Stevensburg  to 
Culpeper.  Large  wagon  train  coming  up  and  parting  at  Mitchell's  Station.  Train 
of  cars  now  at  station-. 

WILLIAMSON. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Signal  Deft.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  "i\,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  The  following  disiDatches  were  just  received,  and  are 
respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  general  command- 
ing : 

Cedar  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

September  21,  1863. 
Captain  Norton,  Chief  Signal  Offieer : 

Not  as  many  troops  employed  on  earth-works  along  the  river  as  yesterday. 
Works  to  protect  ten  Riins  nearty  finished  at  Eapidan  Station.  Nearly  two  brigades 
of  infantry  left  Rapidan  Station  at  11.30  a.  m.  going  southwest.  Fifteen  wagons 
left  park  near  station  at  same  time.  Camp  smokes  toward  and  3  miles  this  side  of 
Madison  Court-House. 

CASTLE, 
Captain,  and  Signal  Offieer. 

The  following  rebel  message  was  read  from  Clark's  Mountain  by 
Captain  Castle  on  Cedar  Mountain  : 

General  S.    [Stuart:] 

The  enemy  picket  all  the  fords  as  far  as  Fredericksburg.  When  must  the  expedi- 
tion start  ? 

fitz.  lee, 

General. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  0.  0.  Howard, 

Co'inmandiny  Eleventli  Corps: 
An  intercepted  rebel  dispatch  from  Clark's  Mountain  this  after- 
noon shows  that  a  cavalry  raid  by  Fitz.  Lee's  brigade  will  be  set  on 
foot,  probably  to-night,  to  move  rcjund  our  left.  Among  its  objects 
is  doubtless  a  blow  at  the  railroad  bridges.  4-  P^^'^  ^^  '^^^  cavalry 
is  on  the  watch  for  them,  but  your  command  should  be  on  its  guard.* 

HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff . 


September  21,  1803 — 10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Tiuelfth  Corps: 

The  following  rebel  dispatch  from  Clark's  Mountain  was  inter- 
cepted this  afternoon,  indicating  an  intended  raid  upon  our  left 
flank.     Measures  have  been  taken  to  meet  it  with  our  cavalry. 
General  S.    [Stuart:] 

The  enemy  picket  all  the  fords  as  far  as  Fredericksburg.    When  must  the  expe- 
dition start  ? 

FITZ.  LEE, 

General. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


*  Substance  of  this  dispatch  telegraphed  by  Howard  to  commanding  officers  at 
Bealeton,  Manassas  Junction,  and  liappahaimock  Station. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Seplernhn-  21,  1S(;;3. 
Until  further  orders,  five  days'  broad  and  small  rations,  including 
salt,  will  be  carried  by  the  troops  in  their  knapsacks,  in  addition  to 
the  subsistence  stores  they  are  required  under  existing  orders  to  take 
in  their  haversacks. 

Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  take  immediate 
measures  to  prepare  their  troops  to  march,  supplied  as  above  di- 
rected. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Washington  Navy-Yard,  Sejjtemher  31,  1803. 

(Received  12.15  Tp.  m.) 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
Referring  to  your  telegram  of  19th  instant,  directing  me  to  examine 
into  the  supposed  movement  of  the  rebels  on  or  near  Mathias  Point, 
Acting  Master  Hill,  commanding  the  Dragon,  a  reliable  officer,  re- 
ports that  he  engaged  a  negro  living  between  Boyd's  Hole  and  Ma- 
thias Point  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  He  represents 
that  the  force  consists  of  a  company  commanded  by  a  Captain  Todd. 
This  was  about  the  17th.  It  is  thought  probable  that  there  may  be 
more  troops  there  now.  A  good  lookout  is  kept  at  Mathias  and 
Boyd's  Hole,  two  vessels  always  being  kept  near  enough  to  act 
together  in  case  of  any  demonstrations  by  the  rebels. 

Mr.  Hill  states  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  discover  any  of  the 
enemy,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  is  such  that  they  can  erect 
batteries  without  being  seen  from  the  river.  He  suggests  that  if  a 
small  body  of  troops,  say  from  50  to  100  men,  be  sent  down  to  him, 
he  could  make  good  use  of  them  as  a  reconnoitering  party  without 
much  risk. 
Further  information  may  be  looked  for  shortly. 

A.  A.  HARWOOD, 

Commandant. 


Special  Orders,  )   War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  422.  i"  Washington,  September  21,  18G3. 

*  *  ***** 

13.  Brigadier-General  Naglee,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and 
will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  Major-General  Meade,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  for  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  soon  as 
relieved  by  Brigadier-General  Barnes,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  is 
assigned  to  duty  in  his  place. 

*  .     *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Washington,  Septemher  22,  1803—11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  in.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

If  no  immediate  movement  is  contemijlated,  and  you  can  safely 
be  absent,  I  would  like  to  see  you  in  Washington.  The  business, 
however,  is  not  so  pressing  as  to  require  your  immediate  presence  if 
you  are  wanted  there. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-CMpf. 

Headquaktees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  23,  1863—12  m.     (Received  1.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  : 

The  following  intercepted. rebel  dispatch  has  just  been  received  by 
our  signal  officer: 
Bragg  engaged  the  enemy.    Captured  20  pieces  of  artillery  and  3,500  prisoners. 
Your  telegram  has  been  received.     I  will  try  and  get  up  to  Wash- 
ington some  time  this  evening,  so  as  to  return  by  early  to-morrow. 
Will  advise  you  as  soon  as  an  hour  can  be  fixed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  22,  1863 — 5  p.  m.     (Received  6.20  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  : 
I  shall  leave  here  at  5.30  p.  m.    Be  due  in  Washington  at  11  p.  m. 
As  I  desire  to  return  at  the  earliest  moment,  shall  have  to  ask  you 
to  meet  me  at  your  office  at  this  late  hour. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General.    ■ 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Sejjtember  22,  1863. 
General  Meade: 

The  firing  commenced  three  hours  since,  at  a  point  3  miles  south 
of  Madison  Court-House.  It  lasted  one  and  a  half  hours,  and  then, 
after  a  short  interruption,  opened  again  some  distance  to  the  east  of 
that  point  and  a  little  nearer  to  us. 

The  rebel  signals  say  that  our  cavalry  is  driving  theirs.  They 
also  report  that  an  hour  since  we  crossed  forces  at  Clark's  Ford. 
The  rebel  battery  at  Locust  Dale  was  removed  this  morning,  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  taking  its  place.  The  latter  half  of  a  rebel  dispatch 
was  just  intercepted  saying — 

a  complete  victory.     We  are  pursuing  the  flying  enemy. 

This  is  supposed  to  refer  to  Rosecrans.  From  the  general  direc- 
tion and  progress  of  the  firing,  I  should  say  that  our  cavalry  is 
driving  theirs  on  the  Madison  and  Gordonsville  pike. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  First  Vermont  Cavalry, 

Grove  Church,  Va.,  September  22,  18G3. 
Capt.  L.  G.  EsTES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain  :  Major  Wells,  with  a  portion  of  this  and  the  Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  went  several  miles  below  Falmouth  yester- 
day, but  discovered  no  traces  of  the  enemy  this  side  of  the  river. 
He  thinks  the  report  made  by  Major  Darlington  the  night  before  to 
be  groundless.  The  major  was  so  much  frightened  as  to  withdraw 
all  of  his  pickets  from  Banks'  and  United  States  Fords,  and  fell  back 
to  Hartwood  Church.  Major  Wells  saw  the  pickets  all  replaced 
along  the  river,  and  reports  everything  quiet. 

There  is  a  family  living  3  or  4  miles  from  here,  consisting  of  the 
old  people  and  five  sons,  four  of  the  latter  being  in  the  rebel  army. 
The  fifth,  a  stout,  able-bodied  man,  is  at  home,  he  being  exempt  from 
conscription  by  reason  of  being  a  shoemaker.  The  father  is  also  a 
healthy,  able-bodied  man.  One  of  the  four  sons  belonging  to  the 
army  is  now  lurking  aboiit  home,  engaged  in  bushwhacking  and 
kindred  pursuits,  as  I  have  good  reason  to  believe. 

There  are  other  similar  cases  in  this  vicinity,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully ask  that  I  may  be  advised  as  to  what  course  I  shall  pursue  with 
cases  of  this  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HALL, 
Major,  Commanding  Picket. 


Manassas  Junction, 

September  22,  1863. 
General  King: 

Two  officers  and  15  men,  in  pursuit  of  a  lost  horse,  came  upon 
what  they  supposed  to  be  a  company  of  cavalry,  which  they  were 
informed  was  a  part  of  Mosby's  force,  near  the  house  of  one  H. 
Mathews,  on  the  road  from  Centreville  to  Gainesville.  They  were 
informed  by  a  man  named  Settle  that  there  was  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  encamped  on  the  old  Bull  Run  battle-field.  My  horses 
becoming  unmanageable  when  the  firing  commenced,  I  lost  5  men 
with  horses  and  equipments.  My  horses  are  too  green  to  be  service- 
able as  cavalry.  I  send  this  information  that  you  may  take  such 
action  as  you  deem  necessary. 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 

Colonel. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  23,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.: 
General  Burnside  reports  Sam.  Jones,  with  6,000  men,  at  ZoUi- 
coif er,  between  Bristol  and  Jonesborough,  East  Tennessee.  If  so, 
the  country  between  there  and  Lynchburg  must  be  undefended. 
Cannot  your  cavalry  make  a  raid  and  cut  the  road  ?  An  attempt 
will,  at  least,  drive  Jones  out  of  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

General-in-  Chief. 
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Private  and  Confidential.]  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

Septeviber  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a  letter  of 
date  September  19,  from  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Hardie,  inclos- 
ing a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject  of  two  iron-clads 
being  built  on  the  Roanoke  River,  and,  in  that  point  of  view,  on  the 
subject  of  the  defenses  of  Plymouth  and  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke 
River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  have  long  been  aware  of  the  build- 
ing of  these  iron-clads,  and  of  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  and 
guarding  against  them.  The  defenses  of  Plymouth  have  been  made 
strong,  and  piling  has  been  and  is  being  driven  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  across  the  channel. 

As  you  are  aware,  several  raids  by  the  army  and  navy  have  been 
made  up  the  Roanoke  River.  It  is  possible,  if  not  probable,  that 
these  boats  are  constructed  for  river  defense  and  to  prevent  the 
success  of  any  future  raids,  though  I  believe  that  they  are  intended 
to  be  used  against  our  naval  forces  at  Plymouth,  and  against  Ply- 
mouth jjossibly,  in  connection  with  the  descent  of  other  boats  from 
White  Hall  on  the  Neuse,  and  perhaps  from  other  points  on  rivers 
emptying  into  the  Sounds.  The  attempting  tho  destruction  of  the 
boats  on  the  Roanoke  River  by  a  cavalry  raid  (as  the  proposed  iron- 
clads on  the  Tar  River  were  destroyed)  has  been  thought  of,  but  has 
not  been  attempted,  as  I  did"  not  deem  that  the  attempt  could  be  suc- 
cessful, the  enemy  being  strongly  posted  in  some  force,  and  pro- 
tected by  earth- works  and  provided  with  artillery,  heaV-y  guns,  and 
light  batteries.  I  have  not  marched  against  their  works,  i^articu- 
larly  the  one  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  for  the  reason  that  the  available 
force  at  my  disposal  was  not  sufficient,  my  troops  being  only  suffi- 
cient to  garrison  and  hold  important  occupied  "posts. 

I  would  respectfully  state,  referring  to  the  foregoing,  that  if  I 
could  be  re-enforced  to  the  extent  of  10,000  good  infantry  (men  to 
be  relied  on),  I  would  add  all  that  I  could  gather  from  my  present 
force  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  and  endeavor  to  surprise 
and  capture  the  enemy's  works  at  Rainbow  Bluff. 

Succeeding,  I  would  endeavor  to  reach  Edwards  Ferry  and  destroy 
these  gunboats,  and,  if  successful  there,  march  on  Weldon  and  Gas- 
ton for  the  piirpose  of  destroying  the  bridges  at  those  points.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  or  all  of  the  above  operations  should  be  tried  by 
me  without  the  number  of  reliable  soldiers  named  above  being  added 
to  my  command.  When  I  returned,  either  having  been  successful 
or  having  been  defeated,  I  could  begin  the  siege  of  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  and  might  soon  accomplish  the 
blockade  of  the  river,  if  nothing  more. 

I  shall  not  be  misunderstood,  I  hope,  in  adding  that,  if  operations 
have  ceased  or  the  good  of  the  service  permits,  my  preference  is  to 
have  the  troops  I  know  and  who  know  me,  my  detachment  now 
serving  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 

Inclosed*  I  forward  copies  of  the  letters  referred  to  by  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
^ Major-General,  Commanding. 

*See   p.  312. 
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Fort  Monroe,  September  22,  1803—0.30  p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 
Hon    E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  just  arrived  from  Richmond. "  Two  divisions  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  together  with  two  brigades  of  Pickett's  division,  have 
gone  to  Tennessee.  The  remainder  of  that  division,  consisting  of 
the  brigades  cut  up  at  Gettysburg,  has  relieved  Wise's  legion,  and 
it  also  has  gone.  The  entire  artillery  of  the  corps  accompanied  it. 
Eighty-one  pieces  were  counted  crossing  the  railroad  bridge  in  one 
day.  The  movement  commenced  Wednesday  week.  It  was  con- 
tinuing on  Wednesday  last,  when  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the 
Second  Virginia  Regiment  passed  through  Petersburg.  The  troops 
moved  by  the  Shore  line,  fearing  that  the  East  Tennessee  road  had 
been  destroyed. 

There  are  few  troops  in  Richmond,  on  the  Peninsula,  or  at 
Drewry's  Bluff.  The  store-houses  in  Richmond  are  filled  with  pro- 
visions, and  the  imiJression  is  that  the  army  will  fall  back  on  the 
city  if  attacked  by  General  Meade.  General  Wall  [?]  and  other 
officers  say  that  the  decisive  battle  of  the  war  will  be  fought  in  Ten- 
nessee. It  is  even  intimated  that  General  Lee  will  go  there  himself. 
The  news  from  Tennessee  has  produced  no  satisfaction.  The  rebel 
officers  say  that  the  accounts  from  the  west  are  always  favorable 
at  first,  but  cannot  bear  the  test  of  time. 

CHARLES  K.  GRAHAM, 

Brigadier-  General: 


FoKT  Monroe,  Va., 
September  22,  1803 — 1  p.  m. 

General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  grant  me  permission  to 
relieve  Brigadier-General  Naglee  from  duty  in  this  department,  and 
to  order  him  to  report  to  you  for  orders. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  22,  1863 — 2.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Foster, 

FoH  Monroe,   Va.  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Naglee  be 
relieved  from  duty  in  your  command,  and  that  he  be  ordered  to 
proceed  -without  delay  to  Vicksburg,  Miss. ,  and  report  for  duty  to 
Major-General  Grant. 

Brigadier-General  James  Barnes  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you 
in  General  Naglee's  place. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  424.  )  Washington,  September  22,  1863. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

8.  Leave  of  absence  for.  ten  days,  from  the  28tli  instant,  is  hereby 
granted  Maj.  Gen.  R.  C.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Middle  Department  during  the  absence  of  Major- 
General  Schenck, 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


September  23,  1 803— 0.40  a.  m. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade, 

Washington: 
Nothing  new  this  morning.     Signal  officer  at  Cedar  Mountain  re- 
ported last  night  that  Buf  ord  had  driven  enemy's  cavalry  across  the 
Rapidan. 

A  dispatch  from  Buf  ord,  dated  3.40  p.  m.,  received  late  last  night, 
says:  "We  are  driving  the  enemy  toward  the  river."  Will  commu- 
nicate as  soon  as  any  dispatch  is  received.    All  is  quiet. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oenerai,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


September  23,  18G3— 3.15  p.  m. 

(Received  3.25  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

A  dispatch  from  General  Buf  ord  is  just  received,  dated  8.30  a.  m. 
The  reconnaissance  was  completely  siiccessful. 

General  Buford  wrote  from  vicinity  of  Barnett's  Ford.  He  is 
now  returning  by  way  of  Robertson's  Ford,  and  the  engineer  officers 
have  just  returned. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


September  23,  1863— 12. 40  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  latest  report  we  had  last  night  from  Buford  was  dated  3.45  p. 
m.  He  was  then  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The  signal  officer  on 
Cedar  Mountain  reported  during  the  evening,  between  8  and  9  o'clock, 
that  Buford  had  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry  across  the  Rapidan.  No 
more  will  be  expected  from  your' command  to-day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Chap.  XU.)  COKKESrONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  225 

Mitchell's,  Septemher  23,  1863. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Captain  Norton  : 

The  following  intercepted : 

Signal  Station— 3  p.  m. 
Captain  T.  : 

The  enemy  can  be  seen  falling  back  on  the  Orange  and  Culpeper  road. 

EWELL, 

Oeneral. 

Signal  Station— 1.45  p.  m. 
General  Stuart  reports  the  enemy's  cavalry  as  returning  from  our  left  on  a  road 
parallel  to  the  Orange  and  Culpeper  road. 

C, 
Colonel. 

NEEL, 
Lieutenant. 


Cedar. Mountain,  September  23,  1803—0.4:5  p.  m. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Captain  Norton, 

Signal  Officer: 

Stuart's  cavalry  is  retiring  on  Madison  Court-House  road,  going 
on  road  west  of  Rol3ertson's  River  toward  Rapidan  Station.  More 
camp  fires  southwest  of  the  station  than  last  evening. 

CASTLE, 
Signal  Officer. 


Fairfax  Station,  September  23,  1803. 
General  King  : 

Tlie  rebels  have  just  been  at  Brooks',  near  this,  and  taken  10  cav- 
alry. They  have  struclc  for  tlio  Braddock  road.  I  have  sent  a  small 
escort  to  Fairfax  Station  [Court-House]  with  Major  Willard. 

A.  H.  GRIMSHAW, 

Colo?iel. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  September  23,  1803 — 3.15  p.  m. 

Received  8  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

.  Chief  of  Staff: 
In  order  that  the  General-in-Chief  may  fully  understand  the  state 
of  matters  in  the  mountains,  I  send  vou  copies  of  last  telegrams  from 
Generals  Scammon  and  Averell.  tf  the  information  contained  in 
these  telegrams  is  reliable,  it  would  be  very  hazardous  to  send  an 
expedition  at  present  to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  as 
suggested.  I  will,  however,  cause  Scammon's  and  Averell's  com- 
mands to  be  in  readiness  to  repel  attack,  or  move  forward  if  you 
deem  it  best.  Highton  is  in  Highland  County,  on  the  Staunton  and 
Beverly  pike. 

Beverly,  September  23,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Scouts  just  from  Crab  Bottom  report  that  three  regiments  joined  Jenkins  on 
Monday  evenmg.     He  had  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  expected  Imboden  to  join 
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him.  A  colonel  stated  that  they  had  marching  orders  for  yesterday.  He  has  now 
seven  regiments  and  three  batteries.  It  was  reported  on  the  Seneca  road  yesterday 
by  a  citizen  that  100  of  Jenkins'  men  were  preparing  to  come  down  on  to  Cheat 
River.     I  have  150  ready  to  meet  them  on  Shaffer  Mountain. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Lieutenant  Abbott,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  reports  Forty-fifth 
and  Twenty-second  [Virginia  Infantry],  and  Edgar's  battalion  near  Lewisburg; 
Eighth  Virginia  Cavalrv,  Derrick's  [battalion  infantry],  and  Dittrick's  [?]  cavalry, 
at  Sinking  Creek.  Cavalry  camp  seen  distinctly.  All  passes  guarded.  Union 
liouses  watched.  Could  not  get  food  for  his  party.  Other  party  not  yet  heard 
from. 

SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier'  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  op  Defenses, 

WunluiKjtoH,  September  23,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  By  letter-  of  the  1st  instant,  I  represented  the  importance  of 
speedily  arming  the  two  Avorks  built  for  the  defense  of  the  Potomac 
approach  to  Washington.  At  your  request  I  mentioned  the  number 
or  improved  sea-coast  guns  which  I  thouglit  sliould  be  immediately 
.supplied,  and  I  mentioned  eight,  in  consideration  of  the  great  de- 
mand for  guns  at  the  different  sea-ports. 

This  was  an  off-hand  statement,  and  I  have  since  reflected  on  the 
matter,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  since  there  is  no  arma- 
ment in  Fort  Washington  of  any  value  whatever,  and  that  these 
two  works  will  constitute,  just  now,  the  real  defenses  of  Washing- 
ton against  maritime  attack,  the  full  armament  of  these  works 
(namely,  three  15-inch  guns  and  thirteen  200- pounders)  should  be 
furnished  very  speedily.  In  case  of  war  with  a  maritime  i)ower, 
allied  with  the  rebellion,  the  defense  of  Washington  can  hardly  be 
considered  second  in  importance  to  that  of  New  York. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  in  your  directions  to  the  Ord- 
nance Department  it  may  be  directed  to  furnish  the  last-mentioned 
number  of  guns  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BAENARD, 

Brigadier-General,  (&c. 


I 
Special  Orders,  {     Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

Nf).  65.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  23,  1863. 

I.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Brig.  Gen. 
H.  M.  Naglee  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department,  and 
ordered  to  proceed  without;  delay  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  report 
for  duty  to  Major-General  Grant. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Getty  will  assume  command  of  the  troops 
between  the  James  River  and  Albemarle  Sound,  exclusive  of  the 
towiis  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  which,  with  the  provost  guards 
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therein,  are  placed  under  the  command  of  Brig.   Gen.  Edward  E 
Potter. 

III.  Brigadier-General  Wistar  will  command  the  Sub-District  of 
Yorktown. 

Sub-districts  will  report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 

*  ****** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  24,  1863—4  p.  m.     (Received  4.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
The  officers  principally  engaged  in  raising  funds  for  the  testimo- 
nial to  General  McClellan  promptly  agreed  to  my  request  to  stop 
the  whole  proceeding  on  my  representing  to  them  the  view  that  had 
been  taken  of  it.  They  furthermore  disclaimed  any  intention  of  doing 
anything  offensive  to  any  one  or  in  violation  of  regulations.* 
I  trust  this  solution  will  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  24,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  with  your 
corps  immediately  and  relieve  the  Twelfth  Corps,!  Major-General 
Slocum  commanding.  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  done  with 
the  utmost  dispatch  and  that  the  movement  and  relief  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps  should  be  effected  without  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  so  far 
as  it  is  practicable  to  accomplish  it.  The  Twelfth  Corps  pickets  the 
Rapidan  from  Somerville  Ford  to  Stringfellow's  Ford.  The  head- 
quarters and  main  body  of  the  corps  are  east  of  Summerduck  River, 
not  far  from  Raccoon  Ford.  An  officer  is  sent  or  will  be  sent  to 
guide  your  corps  to  the  Twelfth  Corps. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Raccoon  Ford.  September  24,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  rebel  dispatch  just  intercepted  : 
General  R.  : 

No  news  relative  to  the  force  moving  to  Germanna.    A  large  force  moving  toward 
Morton's  Ford. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  94,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  October  6. 
f  Which,  with  th§  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  had  been  ordered  to  Tennessee,  See 
Parti,  p,;46,  ^        .       ...  . .- 
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Cedar  Mountain, 
September  U,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Norton  : 

Rebel  dispatch : 

General  Ewell  : 

Camps  on  Culpeper  and  Stevensburg  road,  to  the  right  of  Pony  Mountain,  have 
disappeared  within  the  last  two  hours.  Infantry  can  be  seen  moving  toward 
Stevensburg.    A  few  wagons  also  moving  in  that  direction. 

NEEL, 

Lieutenant. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

September  24,  1863— 5. 20  p.  m. 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  First  Corps  is  in  position  occnpying  that  recently  held  by  the 
Twelfth  Corps.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  were  brought 
down  with  one  wagon  for  each  brigade  and  division  headquarters. 

I  suppose  I  am  allowed  to  bring  forage  and  supplies  and  required 
to  keep  up  the  full  supply  trains,  &c.     The  pickets  are  not  yet  en- 


tirely relieved. 


JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

FoH  Monroe,  Va.,  September  24,  1863. 
Capt.  F.  VON  Schilling, 

Commanding  Expedition: 

You  will  proceed  with  the  forces  under  your  command  to  Hog 
Island  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  the  light-hoiise  on  the 
island  from  an  attack  by  guerrillas.  If  deemed  prudent,  on  consul- 
tation with  Captain  Duvall,  or  commanding  oflBcer  of  the  post,  you 
can  cross  to  the  mainland  and  break  up  and  take  or  kill  this  party 
of  guerrillas.  You  will  obtain  all  information  you  can  as  to  these 
guerrillas.  On  landing  you  will  leave  a  sufficient  guard  at  the 
light-house  to  protect  it.  You  will  report  immediately  on  your 
return,  and  give  your  views  as  to  the  danger  and  as  to  the  best  means 
of  guarding  against  it.  The  C.  W.  Thomas  is  under  your  orders. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Foster: 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[P.  S.] — I  need  hardly  suggest  the  necessity  of  restraining  to  the 
utmost  every  disposition  to  plunder  by  the  soldiers  should  you 
cross  on  the  mainland.  As  commanding  officer  you  are  responsible 
for  good  order. 

For  your  information  I  would  inform  you  that  there  is  a  report  of 
a  rebel  steamer  (small)  being  in  Sand  Shoal  Inlet.  Find  out  any- 
thing you  can  about  her. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  C.  D.  Willard, 

Comvianding  Gunboat  General  Jesup: 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  secrecy  and  dispatch  to  West  Point, 
on  the  York  River,  and  thence  up  the  Pamuiikey  to  such  place  as 
you  may  deem  best  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  your  expedition, 
which  is  to  intercept  and  capture  a  small  rebel  steamer  which  plies 
between  White  House  and  West  Point.     A  pilot  believed  to  be  re- 
liable is  sent  to  you.     Failing  of  succeeding,  you  will  then  return 
and  report  to  these  headquarters.     You  will  endeavor  to  obtain  all 
information  as  to  a  force  of  cavalry  said  to  be  stationed  at  Matthews 
Court-House.     You  will  observe  every  needful  precaution  to  keep 
the  object  of  this  expedition  secret. 
By  order  Major-General  Foster  : 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  24,  18(i3— 11.20  a.  m. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  all  the  trains  be  held 
in  readiness  to  move  to  the  rear  at  very  short  notice. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copy  to  all  corps  and  independent  commanders.) 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  25,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kellet, 

Commanding  JDepartme^it  : 
■  From  information  received  to-night,  it  is  possible  that  the  enemy 
may  make  an  advance  upon  this  point  in  the  next  three  or  four  days. 
The  report  which  has  reached  me  exaggerates,  no  doubt,  the  force 
advancing  on  Elkwater  road.  I  have  given  orders  to  Gibson,  at 
Buckhannon,  and  am  as  nearly  ready  as  well  can  be. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL. 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  25,  18G3. 

Major  Gibson, 

Buckhannon : 
It  is  possible  that  this  point,  or  some  other  in  this  section,  may  be 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  in  the  course  of  three  or 
four  days.  You  will  send  a  patrol  to  Huttonsville  daily,  and  should 
you  become  aware  of  an  attack  upon  Beverly,  you  will  throw  your 
command  upon  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear,  via  the  Huttonsville  road. 
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directing  the  force  at  Middle  Fork  to  go  to  Buckhannon  and  take 
care  of  your  transportation  and  stores.  You  will  also  send  a  party 
to  communicato  with  me  at  this  place,  should  the  telegraph  lines  be 
down.  Keep  three  days'  rations  constantly  in  the  haversacks.  I 
believe  I  am  able  to  hold  this  valley,  if  you  can  take  care  of  that  flank. 
Let  your  patrols  and  your  command  be  provided  with  axes;  and  re- 
gard this  telegram  as  confidential.  Answer  if  you  understand  me 
fully. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


YORKTOWN, 

September  25,  18C3— G.15  p.  m. 
General  Foster: 

A  discharged  railroad  engineer  from  Richmond  a  week  ago  has 
jiist  arrived.  Says  Longstreet's  corps,  also  Wise's  brigade,  went  to 
Bragg  two  weeks  since ;  also  a  few  troops  went  south.  Pickett's 
headquarters  with  two  brigades  at  Chaffin  s  Bluff.  No  other  troops 
in  or  near  Richmond.  Rebels  are  discharging  many  railroad  hands 
because  roads  worn  out.  They  are  conscripted  immediately  on  dis- 
charge. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington, 
September  25,  1803—3.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster: 

Brigadier-General  Barnes  has  been  assigned  to  your  command,  in 
the  place  of  General  Naglee.  It  is  decided  that  he  be  assigned  to 
duty  as  commander  of  Norfolk.  You  know  the  high  reputation  he 
enjoys  as  a  military  man,  and  are  perhaps  personally  acquainted 
with  him.  I  hope  he  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  and  that  cordial 
co-operation  in  the  measures  of  the  Government  in  weakening  the 
enemy  and  in  strengthening  ourselves  by  enlisting  colored  troops, 
may  exist  between  you.  I  have  given  him  a  short  leave  to  visit 
his  family  before  reporting  for  duty. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25,  1863—5  p.  m. 

(Received  5.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  received  your  telegram  of  this  day.  I  have  already  relieved 
General  Naglee  by  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  who  is  a  first-class 
man  for  a  position  of  this  kind,  and  a  determined  friend  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  propose  to  have  the  several  districts  of  Virginia,  Nor- 
folk, and  Portsmouth,  Getty's  line  of  defense,  and  Yorktown  report 
to  me  directly.  Brigadier-General  Barnes  to  command  Getty's  line 
in  place  of  Brigadier-General  Getty,  while  the  latter  is  absent  on 
sick-leave,  and  then  to  command  Yorktown.  General  Potter  to 
command  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and   Portsmouth,  and  Brigadier- 
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General  Wistar  to  command  at  Yorktown  at  present.  I  make  this 
explanation  in  order  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  to  express 
your  wishes,  which  will  be  fully  carried  out. 

The  organization  of  colored  troops  is  progressing  well.  They  are 
now  hard  at  work  on  the  fortifications.  The  white  troops  heing 
much  broken  down  by  sickness,  cannot  the  Baltimore  regiment  be 
ordered  down  at  once  '?  I  actually  need  it  at  Yorktown,  wliere  the 
regiments  are  very  much  enfeebled  by  sickness. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

Washington, 
September  25,  18G3— 7.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster  : 

Your  telegram  has  been  received.  I  am  reluctant  to  interfere  with 
any  arrangement  of  yours,  but  for  several  controlling  reasons  it  is 
more  important  to  place  General  Barnes  in  command  at  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  than  any  other  arrangement.  I  shall  therefore  desire 
you  to  assign  him  to  that  command  when  he  reports  for  duty. 

The  Baltimore  colored  regiment  is  iinder  orders  to  report  to  you, 
and  I  had  su]3i)osed  it  had  reached  you  by  this  time. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  oj  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  25,  ]  803 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schenck,  Baltimore: 

The  President  directs  that  when  you  take  your  leave  of  absence 
you  will  turn  over  your  command  to  Brig.  Gen.  Erastus  B.  Tyler, 
who  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Middle  Department  during 
your  temporary  absence.* 
Bv  order  of  the  President: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Septeviber  25,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Gliief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  telegram  from  Capt. 
John  E.  Graham,  provost-marshal  at  Drummondtown,  relative  to. 
the  action  of  guerrillas.  I  have  placed  a  gun  on  a  transport  and 
sent  a  company  of  soldiers  to  endeavor  to  capture  this  band,  and  to 
take  the  needful  steps  to  protect  Hog  Island  Light.  The  counties  of 
Accomac  and  Northampton  not  being  in  my  dejiartment,  I  scarcely 
feel  authorized  to  place  ijermanent  garrisons  there,  and  so  only  act 
in  the  emergency.  If  deemed  proper  to  place  these  coiinties  in  my 
command,  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  any  future  trouble  from  guer- 
rillas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfull j',  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 
Major- Ge n e ral ,  Command ing. 

*  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler  assumed  comiiiiind,  under  this  or<ler,  September  28. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Drummonutown, 

September  24,  18(J3. 
Major-Gen eral  Foster: 

A  band  of  guerrillas  has  visited  this  shore  on  the  seaside,  captur- 
ing four  boats,  one  of  which  they  ran  ashore,  two  others  they  car- 
ried to  sea  and  set  adrift.  The  last  they  retained,  containing  sut- 
lers' stores  bound  for  Port  Royal.  Prisoners  also  retained.  This 
schooner's  name  is  Lydia,  from  Philadelphia,  and  had  not  left  on 
Tuesday,  and  was  stretching  in  and  off  Hog  Island,  the  particulars 
of  which  were  received  to-day  from  parties  captured.  Tne  parties 
stated  they  were  bound  for  Richmond. 

JOHN  E.  GRAHAM, 
Captain,  and  Provost-Marslial. 


Raccoon  Ford, 
September  20,  1803— G.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  rebel  message  just  intoi'cepted: 
General  L. : 
Colonel  P.  has  a  brigade  at  Germanna  Ford. 

STUART. 

General, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  September  20,  1803. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylor. 

Chief  of  Stuff: 

The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  from  Colonel  Grimesliaw  : 

Faiufax  Station,  Va.. 

Septemlicr  26,  1863. 
Col.  H.  H.  Wells, 

Provost-Marshal : 
It  is  repoi-ted  from  guard  at  Burke's  Station  that  rebel  force  is  near  the  road 
south  (artillery  and  cavalry),  and  has  taken  mules  3  miles  from  station. 

A.  H.  GRIMESHAW, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Provost- 3Iarshal. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  20,  ]  803. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Comntanding  Department : 
From  Crab  Bottom  one  regiment  moved  Tuesday,  one  Wednesday, 
and  one  yesterday  morning  (supposed  to  be  going  to  Jackson's  River), 
leaving  two  battalions  and  two  guns  in  Crab  Botioni,  besides  Sixty- 
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>uil  (Virginia]  Roi^'iment, -whicli  was  at  Seneca  yesterday  morn- 
ing. All  quiet  at  Parsons'  Mills.  Jenkins'  force  is  either  going  to 
Jones,  to  Elkwater  r(jacl,  via  Back  Creek,  or  to  Sntton.  I  think 
these  men  on  my  right  belong  to  Imboden. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Briijadier-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Clarksburg,  September  2<J,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  A.  I.  Boreman, 

Governor  of  West  Virginia: 

Governor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoii  that  from  informa- 
tion wliicli  I  deem  reliable,  it  is  evident  that  Jenkins,  Jackson,  and 
Imboden  are  either  contemplating  a  combined  movement  into  West 
Virginia  in  force,  or  that  they  intend  sending  small  detachments  and 
guerrilla  bands  into  the  different  counties  at  the  same  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  railroads,  and  capturing  and  destroying 
the  piiblic  stores  and  property,  as  Avell  as  stealing  horses,  robbing 
stores,  and  plundering  and  murdering  the  people. 

I  resijectfuUy  suggest  that  you  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  peoijle 
to  be  on  the  alert,  calling  on  the  militia  to  organize  and  arm,  and  be 
ready  to  assemble  and  move  to  any  point  threatened  at  the  shortest 
possible  notice.  I  do  not  desire  to  alarm  the  people  by  this  action. 
Indeed,  there  is  no  necessity  for  unnecessary  alarm.  My  cjbject  is 
to  put  the  people  on  their  guard  and  have  them  ready  to  repel  the 
invader  whenever  or  wherever  he  may  show  himself. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-Geueyxih 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  20,  1803 — ;^30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

No  change  of  department  lines  can  be  made  now,  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  directs  that  you  take  all  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
the  operations  of  guerrillas  in  the  counties  of  Northamjiton  and 
Accomac.  Any  garrisons  you  may  temporarily  place  thei'o  will 
remain  under  your  command.  Oi^erate  wherever  necessary,  Avithout 
regard  to  ai'bitrary  department  lines. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

G(  n  eral-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  37,  1803—7  p.  m.     (Received  8  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Two  desei'ters  came  in  yesterday,  one  la.st  evening.     When  they 
left  A.  P.  Hill's  cori)s  was  in  position  behind  the  Rapidan.     One  of 
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the  deserters  belonged  to  Malione's  brigade,  Anderson's  division, 
Hill's  corps.  I  will  apprise  you  of  the  earliest  inteUigence  of  any 
further  detachment  by  Lee,  and  will  make  every  effort  to  ascertain 
it  at  the  earliest  moment. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Cav.  Div.,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

September  27,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  note  has  just  been  handed  to  me.  The  regiments  sent  to 
relieve  General  Kilpatrick's  were  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  New  York. 
They  have  not  been  heard  from  since  they  started  yesterday  morn- 
ing. I  have  not  looked  for  a  report  from  them  yet.  Major  Beve- 
ridge  pickets  from  Richards'  to  Morton's  with  500  men  from  the  First 
Brigade.  He  reports  all  quiet  on  his  line ;  no  cavalry,  but  infantry 
and  artillery.     The  rebels  are  still  digging. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  September  27,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding  Department: 

Thirty-five  rebels  camped  on  Middle  Ridge,  about  3  miles  west  of 
here,  last  night.  They  are  on  their  way  to  the  pike.  I  am  trying 
to  catch  them.  Jenkins  was  on  the  move  yesterday,  11  a.  m.,  from 
Crab  Bottom  toward  the  pike.  A  rebel  scout  told  his  sister  at  Hut- 
tonsville,  night  before  last,  that  this  post  would  be  attacked  within 
four  days.  I  have  good  scouts  on  the  road.  Have  captured  two  of 
enemy's  scouts,  one  other  wounded  and  captured.  If  line  remains 
open,  you  had  better  send  anything  important  in  cipher. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

September  28,  18G3. 

Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  to-day  along  the  whole  length 
of  my  picket  line,  extending  from  Morton's  Ford  to  the  Lacy  House. 
At  Morton's  the  rebels  have  a  large  infantry  picket,  and  they  are 
digging  like  beavers  at  Germanna.  They  have  thrown  up  nine 
earth-works  and  have  them  connected,  and  are  still  intrenching.  A 
few  miles  below  Fredericksburg  they  cross  at  will  in  small  boats. 
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Last  night  a  small  party  crossed  to  this  side  at  Germanna  and 
went  back. 

The  Prince  William  company  of  cavalry  is  fully  mounted,  and 
when  last  heard  from  were  at  Stafford  Court-House. 
I  send  two  Richmond  papers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volvideer.s,   Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Sejyiember  38,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

•      Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  in  general  terms  the  dispo- 
sition I  propose  to  make  of  the  troops  of  this  corps  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  commanding  general. 

This  would  be  to  place  two  divisions  on  the  main  road  from  Rac- 
coon Ford  to  Culpeper  Court-House  at  or  near  the  house  marked 
"  Colvin"  on  the  map,  where  at  present  all  my  batteries  save  one 
are  posted.  The  remaining  division,  with  one  battery,  a  little  west 
of  Pony  Mountain,  crossing  the  road  from  Morton's  Ford  to  Stevens- 
burg.  A  road  leads  from  the  position  of  this  division  to  Culpeper 
Court-House,  intersecting  the  main  road  from  Raccoon  Ford  to  Cul- 
peper at  the  hoiise  marked  "  Inskip,"  to  the  northwest  of  Pony 
Mountain. 

Necessarily  the  two  bodies  into  which  the  corj^s  will  be  divided 
must  act  independently  until  they  nearly  reach  Pony  Mountain, 
because  the  cross-roads  are  few  and  faintly  traced,  and  on  account 
of  the  dense  woods  (imperfectly  represented  on  the  map)  which  in- 
terpose. 

The  main  road  from  Raccoon  Ford  to  Culjjeper,  as  well  as  the  other 
communication  spoken  of,  are  liable  to  the  grave  objection  of  being 
nearly  impassable  in  wet  weather  of  two  or  three  days'  continuance, 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  soil,  and  this  is  the  gravest  consid- 
eration in  connection  with  my  position  which  I  feel  compelled  to 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general.  In  such  event,  if 
pressed,  I  should  be  very  solicitous  for  the  artillery  and  the  neces- 
sary wagons. 

After  carefully  considering  the  ground,  I  have  found  it  inexpedient 
to  place  the  two  detachments  of  the  corps  within  supporting  dis- 
tance of  each  other,  having  a  view  to  guard  the  roads  to  Culpeper. 
It  might  be  asked  why  not  place  the  detachment  on  the  left  in  the 
forest?  The  objection  to  this  is  the  dense  character  of  the  woods, 
with  much  underbrush  and  few  and  blind  roads,  which  would  be 
inconvenient  when  pressed  to  operate  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


[September  38, 18G3. — For  Naglee  to  Foster,  relating  to  contraband 
trade,  guerrillas,  &c.,  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part  III,  pp.  845-856.] 
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Sbptembek  29,  1863. 
Major-General  Newton, 

Cormnanding  First  Corps: 
By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  transmit  here- 
with a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Major-General  Slocum  lajjon 
his  taking  up  the  position  on  the  Rapidan  with  the  Twelfth  Corps* 
which  you  now  occupy  with  the  First  Corps.  These  instructions  are 
intended  for  your  government.  The  position  in  front  of  Culpeper 
Court-House,  which  it  is  intended  you  shall  take  up  in  a  certain  con- 
tingency, has  been  designated  on  the  ground  to  the  staff  officer  sent 
by  you  for  that  purpose. 

In  reference  to  the  movement  of  your  artillery  to  the  rear  under 
the  circumstances  stated  by  you,  the  major-general  commanding 
considers  that  the  roads  to  Culpeper  Court-House  should  be  at  once 
prepared  by  working  parties  at  those  points  where  lieavy  rains 
would  render  them  difficult  for  the  passage  of  artillery. 

In  the  contingency  you  anticipate,  however,  the  major-general 
commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  enemy  would  find  the  same 
difficulty  in  bringing  forward  their  artillery  that  you  would  in  with- 
drawing yours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  Ch  ipf  of  Stuff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

SepteDiher  29,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg: 

The  commanding  gftieral  directs  that,  unless  you  have  already 
done  so,  you  withdraw  yoiir  force  from  Watery  Mountain.  He  also 
wishes  that,  if  you  have  sufficient  force  for  the  purpose,  yoii  send  an 
occasional  scout  toward  Amissville,  as  it  is  reported  that  the  rebels 
haA'e  two  regiments  of  North  Carolina  cavalry  near  that  place. 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


YORKTOVi^N, 

September  29.  1803. 
Major-General  Foster  : 

Have  seen  Captain  Gillis.  I  have  434  infantry  for  d\ity  here. 
Cannot  spare  any  from  Williamsburg.  I  can  use  about  300  cavalry 
for  a  short  expedition,  if  I  had  the  troops.  I  think  a  regiment  of 
infantry  should  take  i)Osition  at  Gloucester  Court-House,  with  bat- 
tery and  200  cavalry  at  the  Isthmus  of  Matthews  County.  Avith  gun- 
boat adjacent  at  head  of  North  River,  while  200  cavalry  scoured, 
Matthews  County,  with  another  gunboat  and  transport  at  the  court- 
liouse  to  bring  them  off  if  retreat  by  land  should  be  intercepted. 
Will  write  fully  by  mail. 

I  have  not  enough  available  infantry. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 

*S(.'e  jiiige  li)7. 
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Fortress  Monroe, 

September  20,  18G3. 

General  Wistar, 

YorMown  : 
If  you  will  communicate  a  complete  plan  wliich  you  will  engage 
to  carry  out,  I  will  see  that  you  liaveall  the  means  in  men  and  boats, 
but  I  want  a  well-digested  plan  before  I  will  give  an  order. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Rappahannock, 

Septemher  ;J0,  186.3. 
Brigadier-General  GRE(iG : 

There  is  no  enemy  at  Amissvillc,  and  the  inhabitants  report  that 
none  have  been  there. 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Culpeper,  Va.,  Septemher  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  In  galls,* 

Chief  QvAiirtermaster,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  :  In  relation  to  the  transportation  of  ammunition  for  the 
army,  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  transported 
in  caissons.  These  carriages  are  constructed  specially  to  transport 
ammunition,  and  for  this  reason  alone  it  might  safely  be  assumed 
that  they  are  well  adapted  to  the  service  and  possess  special  advan- 
tages. My  impression  on  this  subject  has  been  confirmed  by  ex- 
perience. 

The  system  of  transporting  ammunition  in  the  ordinary  wagons 
has  led  to  grave  inconveniences.  The  ammunition  trains  are  apt  to 
be  mixed  uj)  with  other  supply  trains. 

Foreseeing  this,  I  took  special  pains  in  the  organization  of  the 
Artillery  Reserve  ammunition  tram  in  the  Peninsula.  I  obtained 
orders  from  General  McClellan  that  the  wagons  should  be  covered 
with  black  water-proof  covers,  in  order  that  they  might  be  distin- 
guished at  a  glance.  These  orders  were  not  complied  with  by  your 
predecessor,  and  the  result  was  much  confusion.  I  took  special  pains 
to  keep  a  hundred  wagon  loads  of  artillery  ammunition  of  the  Artil- 
lery Reserve  always  available.  At  Malvern  Hill,  the  trains  of  the 
divisions  having  become  mingled  with  the  other  trains,  it  was  gen- 
erally found  impracticable  to  find  them.  I  ordered  my  hundred 
wagons  upon  the  hill,  with  direction  to  issue  to  all  who  needed.  The 
consequence  was  that  battery  after  battery  of  the  different  corps, 
whose  supplies  were  exhausted,  and  which  could  not  find  their  own 
trains,  had  their  chests  replenished,  and  were  sent  to  the  field  again. 
I  believe  this  circumstance,  the  careful  watchfulness  over  this  train, 
and  bringing  it  on  to  the  field  of  battle,  was  one  of  the  main  causes 
of  our  success. 

*See  Ingalls'  report,  Series  I,  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  105. 
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I  have  frequently  seen  that  trains  could  not  be  found,  when  most 
needed  when  a  battle  was  going  on.  It  is  important  that  this  evil 
should  be  removed;  the  substitution  of  caissons  for  army  wagons 
would  remove  it.  On  the  day  of  battle,  trains  of  caissons  could  be 
easily  found  and  would  have  unquestioned  precedence  of  move- 
ment. 

There  would  be  numerous  other  advantages;  the  ammunition  could 
always  be  inspected.  Boxed  up  as  it  is  now  such  inspection  is  im- 
possible. It  would  be  better  protected.  Wagons  are  now  often  un- 
loaded of  their  ammunition  that  they  may  be  used  for  other  purposes, 
the  ammunition  being  put  in  the  mud  or  on  wet  ground,  or,  left 
exposed  to  the  Aveather,  rain  beats  in  at  the  ends  of  the  wagons,  and 
the  covers  often  leak. 

In  fine,  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  condition  of  the  ammuni- 
tion as  long  as  it  is  carried  in  wagons.  On  the  field  of  battle  the 
boxes  must  be  taken  from  the  wagons,  unscrewed,  and  the  ammuni- 
tion transferred  to  the  caisson,  a  waste  of  time  when  time  is  too  pre- 
cious to  waste,  and  delay  may  cause  disaster.  If  transported  in 
caissons,  a  team  from  a  battery  can  hitch  in  and  gallop  oflE  with  a 
.  new  supply,  exchanging  an  empty  caisson  for  a  full  one. 

There  is  another  point.  Each  wagon  carries  325  pounds  of  ammu- 
nition boxes  (14  boxes).  The  boxes  are  lost,  but  the  great  evil  is  the 
transportation  of  so  much  unnecessary  weight,  23  pounds  for  each 
8  shots.  All  this  would  be  saved  by  the  use  of  caissons.  About  one 
wagon  in  six  now  transport  boxes.  At  need,  each  caisson  can  he 
drawn  by  a  team  and  one  driver  as  in  a  wagon,  for  the  train  caissons  do 
not  maneuver. 

For  the  train,  the  Gribeauval  caisson  could  be  used  to  advantage 
if  the  ordinary  wagon  team  should  be  found  unsuited  to  the  caisson 
of  the  present  system,  but  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  on  this  subject. 
Forges  are  often  drawn  by  such  teams  with  but  one  driver,  and  their 
limbers  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  caissons. 

I  believe,  also,  that  for  the  same  reasons  and  stronger  ones,  cais- 
sons could  be  used  with  advantage  for  the  transport  of  small-arms 
ammunition.  The  present  caisson  can  be  arranged  with  trays  for  the 
chests,  so  as  to  transport  from  25,000  to  30,000  musket  cartridges. 
Properly  manned,  these  caissons  could  be  galloped  upon  the  field  and 
take  their  places  behind  infantry  brigades,  replenish  the  cartridge 
boxes,  with  the  help  of  the  file  closers,  and  leave  again  in  ten  min- 
utes. There  would  be  no  further  reports  of  regiments  leaving  the 
field  for  want  of  ammunition  ;  the  men  would  not  be  weighted  down 
with  an  oversupply  and  the  consequent  waste  would  be  prevented. 
This,  however,  would  require  a  higher  organization  than  is  required 
for  the  transport  and  supply  of  artillery  ammunition,  and  that  com- 
panies of  foot  artillery  should  be  furnished  to  act  as  drivers  and 
guards  for  the  trains.  I  think  this  could  be  done  with  decided  ad- 
vantage, and  the  whole  ammunition  train  composed  of  caissons. 

I  will  add  that  the  subject  has  been  several  times  brought  to  the 
notice  of  higher  authorities,  but  so  far  without  results.  Your  de- 
partment is  interested  in  the  subject,  and  I  am  certain  you  will 
find  on  examination  that  the  transport  of  ammunition  may  be  more 
safely,  surely,  and  economically  provided  for  than  by  the  present 
system. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-Qeneral,  Chief  cf  dftillery, 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  MaJ.  Oen.  George  G.  Meade, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Eng^ineer  troops 

Artillery  Eeserve 

First  Army  Corps    . . 
Second  Army  Corps  . 

Third  Army  CorjB 

Fi  th  Army  Corps 

Sixth  Army  Corps  . . . 
Cavalry  Corps 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


149 

45 
115 
558 
582 
746 
584 
826 
014 


4,218 


1,360 

1,145 

3,154 

9,451 

0,890 

13,486 

10,925 

13,502 

10,816 


7.3,720 


be 

<i 


89,058 


bi 


2,205 
1,742 
4,477 
19,745 
21,460 
25,850 
19,854 
22,196 
24,903 


142, 432 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


90 
24 
26 
42 
28 
42 
30 


291 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  P. 
Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  th^  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 
Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction 

District  of  Washington 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac 

Provisional  brigades 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac 

King's  division 

Cavalry  forces  (Lowell) 
District  of  Alexandria  . 
Camp  Convalescent,  &c 
Annapolis  Junction  (Tracy) 
Fort  Washington  (Broojp) 


Total  o. 


a  Incomplete  returns  given  in  Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Department  {Eighth  Army  Corps),  Maj.  Gen. 
Robert  C.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Defenses  of  Baltimore  (E.B.Tyler). 
Second  Separate  Brigade  (Morris) . . 

Annapolis,  Md.  (Waite) 

Eastvllle,  Va 

ElUcott's  Mills,  Md.  (Gilpin) 

Fort  Delaware  (Schoepi) 

Relay  House,  Md.  (Jenkins) 

Wilmington,  Del.  (D.  Tyler) 


Total 19!) 


Present  for 

c 

c 

Pieces  of 

duty. 

D. 

artillery. 

s 

^•s 

o 

^ 

fe« 

> 

•d 

e 

.2 

n, 

M 

o 

21 

g 

.aj 

W 

la 

31 

31 

.S8 

782 

8&5 

1,157 

16 

41 

892 

1,406 

1,700 

159 

15 

577 

3 

104 

117 

190 

23 

463 

538 

569 

24 

445 

795 

027 

67 

8 

23 
7 

348 
386 

810 
344 

364 
358 

190 

3,740 

4,9.53 

6,857 

836 

37 
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Abstract  from  return  of  tlte  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,  XJ.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Third  Division  (Scammon) 

Lockwood's  division 

Avereir.s  brigade    .       

Campbeirs  brigade 

Mulligan's  brigade 

Pierce's  bi-igade 

Wilkinson's  brigade 

Detachments : 

Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va  . 

New  Creek,  \V.  Va 

Romney,  W.  Ya 

Sir  John's  Run,  "W.  Va 


Present  for 

duty. 

» 

0) 

e 

g 

o      s 

(i  

aX)       4,  SKj 

210       4,2ttl 

lliO       3,830 

53       I,(»l 

08       1,533 

94  :    2,20) 

103 

2,750  1 

as 

CO 


Total 980     22,:m')     2li,C0r     31,820 


sa- 
les 

458 

;i33 


0 

n,mt 

5,070 
4.640 

1.827 

1.83;' 

2,7T!) 
2,967 

68!) 
201 

ma 


6 
0, 555 
6,204 
5,  .387 
2,119 
2.  .354 
3,444 
3,23:i 

691 

201 

780 

1,062 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Remarks. 


]  ( Charleston,  W.  Va. 
I  Hai-pers  Ferry,  W.  Va. 
1  Beverly,  W.  Va. 

Romney,  W.  Va. 

Petersburg,  W.  Va. 

Martinsbm'K,  W.  Va. 

Clarksburg,  W.Va. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Gen.  John  O.  Foster,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1863. 


Command. 


General  headquartei-s 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Portsmouth,  Va.  (Getty) 

Portsmouth  and  Norfolk,  Va.  Il'otter)  i         48 

SulvDi.strict  of  Yorktown  ( Wistar) lOi) 

District  of  North  Carolina  ( Peck  i   j       408 

Total ,       m 


Present 

for 

duty 

?> 

e 

a 

01 

o 

r^ 

32  ' 

J 

2:^ 

590  j 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 


1,063 
1. 807 
7,418 


a>S 

fe 

li^ 

s 

•D 

<! 

< 

K 

fc. 

92 

T> 

850 

),lKi 

; 

7,061 

11,573 

24 

1,420 

1,721 

6 

8,794 

5,106 

30 

10, 9S9 

14,719 

13.5 

114 

16,1.33  24,122  [  34,379  I  135 


174 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 
V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquaiters 

City  and  harbor  of  New  York  (E.  K.  S.  Canby) 
Fort  Ontario,  N.  Y.  (Capt,  C.  H.  Lewis) 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

Fort  Trumbull,  Conn.  (W.  Gates) 
Fort  Adams,  R.  I.  (O.  L.  Shepherd) 

Portsmouth  Grove,  R.  I.  (Capt.  C.  Blanding) 

Fort  Independence,  Mass.  (D.  L.  Floyd-Jones) 

Fort  Warren,  Ma,ss.  (Justin  Dimfck) 

Fort  at  Clark's  Point,  Ma.ss,  (Capt.  J.  A.  P.  Allen 
Fort  Constitution,  N.  H.  (.Capt.  C.  H.  Long) 
Fort  Knox,  Me.  (Lieut.  T.  H.  Palmer).  . 
Fort  Preble,  Me.  (G.  L.  Andrews) 


Total. 
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Mitchell's, 
October  1,  18G3. 
Captain  Norton: 

Rebel  message  from  rebel  signal  station  : 
General  Stuart: 

ett's  Station. 

FITZ.  LEE, 

General. 

WM.  H.  R.  NEEL, 

Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  264.  [  October  1,  1863. 

4:  :):  4:  :}:  :t:  4:  :}: 

3.  Howe's  division.  Sixth  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty  on  the  rail- 
road for  the  defense  of  the  bridges  at  Bristoe,  Catlett's,  and  Rappa- 
hannock Stations,  a  brigade  at  each  bridge,  with  a  battery  of 
artillery  with  each,  to  be  furnished  from  the  Reserve  Artillery. 
General  Gregg's  cavalry  at  Rappahannock,  Catlett's,  and  Bristoe 
Stations  will  be  relieved  by  General  Howe's  infantry.  General 
Gregg's  headquarters  will  be  near  Bealeton  Station,  with  a  portion 
of  one  of  his  brigades  of  cavalry.  He  will  keep  up  a  force  at  Kettle 
Run  Bridge  and  small  detachments  at  the  small  bridges  and  culverts, 
and  will  patrol  the  railroad.  General  Howe's  headquarters  will  be 
at  Catlett's.  In  conjunction  with  the  cavalry,  he  will  protect  the 
railroad.  General  Gregg  will  keep  him  advised  of  any  movement 
of  the  enemy,  and  will  co-operate  with  him.  The  movement  of 
Howe's  division  and  artillery  will  be  made  during  the  night  as  far 
as  Rappahannock  Station,  so  as  to  be  concealed  from  the  observa- 
tion of  the  enemy.  General  Howe  will  have  rifle-pits  and  other 
defensive  works  thrown  up  by  each  brigade.  General  Howe's  divis- 
ion will  be  supplied  from  Alexandria.  General  Gregg  will  send  a 
brigade  of  cavalry  to  Hartwood,  to  relieve  Buford's  brigade  in 
picketing  the  Rappahannock  River. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  1,  1863. 
Circular  to  Chiefs  of  Artillery  of  Corps: 
The  allowance  of  wagons  for  the  artillerv  brigades  is  as  follows: 
For  headquarters  of  brigade,  1  wagon  for  baggage,  1  wagon  for 
forage  and  supplies,  1  wagon  for  sales  to  officers,  and  1  wagon  for 
hospital  stores. 

For  each  battery  of  four  guns,  4  wagons  for  baggage,  rations,  for- 
age, &c. ,  and  for  each  six-gun  battery,  .5  wagons,  being  1  to  each 
battery  in  addition  to  the  number  heretofore  authorized. 

You  will  please  have  the  necessary  requisitions  made  out.     This  to 
enable  each  battely  to  transport  six  days'  forage  in  the  wagons. 
By  command  of  General  Hunt : 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  October  2,   1863—1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Colonel  McCallum  reodrnmends  that  the  troops  now  at  Warrenton 
Junction  be  encamped  in  the  woods  south  of  the  station,  so  as  to 
protect  the  water-tank  and  wood-choppers  at  the  same  time. 

Please  send  me,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  th(>,  number  of  enemy's  dead 
left  in  oxvc  hands  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Mitchell's, 

October  2,  18G3. 
General  Williams  : 
The  following  report  is  just  received  from  the  picket  line: 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division.  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  2,  1863. 
George  P.  Corts, 

Captain,  and  Ansistant  Adjutant -General : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  icjwrt  that  unusual  activity  prevailed  all  of  last  night 
in  the  enemy's  camps.     Railroad  cars  were  ranning  the  night  long,  indicating  either 
the  an-i\  al  or  departure  of  troops. 

JOSHUA  T.  OWEN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

G.  K.  WARREN", 

Majw-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  2,  1803. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
General  :  The  general  officers  of  the  day  have  been  reporting  for 
several  days  that  the  enemy  has  been  extending  his  works  at  Rac- 
coon Ford,  Morton's  Ford,  and  above  these  places.  I  cannot  account 
for  this  except  that  he  intends  to  cover  and  sustain  a  movement  in 
some  other  direction.  Some  of  the  officers  on  picket  imagine  that 
they  have  recognized  a  diminution  of  the  force  opposite  us. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

October  2,  1863. 
Col.  H.  B.  Sargent, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division  : 

Upon  being  relieved  at  Catlett's  Station  and  Bristoe  Station  by 
brigades  of  Howe's  diAnsion  of  infantry,  you  will  proceed  with  your 
brigade  to  Hartwood  Church,  and  establish  a  line  of  pickets  on  the 
Rappahannock  from  Falmouth  to  Kelly's  Ford,  relieving  the  pickets 
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of  Genei'al  Buf  ord's  division.  One  regiment  of  your  brigade  will  re- 
main at  Kettle  Run,  to  protect  the  bridge  at  that  point  and  to  patrol 
the  railroad  to  Bristoe  Station.  You  will  establish  the  headquarters 
of  your  brigade  at  Hartwood  Church,  and  so  dispose  your  regiments 
as  most  effectually  to  guard  the  several  fords  on  the  river.  Division 
headquarters  and  the  Second  Brigade  will  be  at  Bealeton,  and  from 
that  station  you  will  draw  supplies  for  your  brigade.  Should  any 
attempt  be  made  to  cross  a  rebel  cavalry  force  at  any  point  on  your 
line,  or  should  you  discover  that  a  crossing  had  been  effected  below 
Falmouth  for  the  same  purpose,  you  will  at  once  communicate  the 
fact  to  me.  The  brigades  of  infantry  will  probably  relieve  you  to- 
day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG. 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  2,  18G3 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  relieve  the  guard  of  light- 
boat  at  Smith's  Point  from  your  command,  and  send  the  guard  now 
there  to  its  regiment  at  Harper's  Ferry.     This  post  will  hereafter  be 
considered  in  your  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-i7i-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe, 
October  2,  1863—12.45  p.  m. 
General  Wistar: 

Your  plan  is  approved.  To-morrow  450  cavalry  will  come  up  on 
transports,  which  vessels  can  also  be  used  to  re-embark  them  when 
needed.  Three  army  gunboats  will  also  come  under  Major  Steven- 
son, who  will  report  to  you.  Arrange  with  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  so  as  also  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  navy  gunboats. 
Everything  must  be  ready  to  start  on  Sunday  morning.  Secrecy  in 
your  preparations  must  be  carefully  observed.  I  desire  that  you 
will,  if  your  health  permits,  go  in  command,  so  that  the  expedition 
may  be  a  success. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiu  Berne,  N.  C,  October  2,  1863. 

Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Asst^  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  returned  last  evening 
from  a  tour  of  inspection.     The  fortifications  at  Washington  and 
Plymouth  have  been  pushed  very  rapidly  during  the  last  month. 
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The  progress  is  very  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  limited  force  and 
the  unfavorable  state  of  health.  A  number  of  heavy  guns  have 
been  mounted  at  important  points,  and  two  companies  Rhode  Island 
artillery  have  been  placed  at  Washington.  The  river  obstructions 
have  been  delayed  by  high  water  and  other  causes.  General  Wes- 
sells  will  press  this  branch  of  defense  as  fast  as  possible.  I  attach 
much  importance  to  it,  situated  as  it  is  with  respect  to  the  water 
battery.  Fort  Gray.  This  mode  of  blockading  rivers  is  generally 
adopted  by  the  rebels. 

In  reply  to  a  communication  of  mine  upon  the  subject  of  torpedoes, 
General  Foster  suggested  an  ofl&cer  of  the  navy  as  being  experienced 
in  their  construction.  Commander  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy,  reports 
that  he  has  no  one  acquainted  with  the  use  of  torpedoes.  In  my 
judgment,  they  are  very  unreliable,  and  would  afford  but  an  uncer- 
tain defense  at  the  port  of  Plymouth. 

The  suggestion  in  the  letter  of  General  Foster,  of  the  24:th  of  April, 
for  substituting  black  labor  for  white  in  the  District  of  the  Albe- 
marle is  a  good  one,  and  I  shall  address  General  Wessells  on  the 
subject. 

My  expectations  in  respect  to  the  colony  were  more  than  realized 
by  my  visit  to  Eoanoke  Island.  No  better  place  could  have  been 
selected,  and  I  see  no  permanent  cause  for  apprehension  on  the  score 
of  health.  The  superintendent  is  actively  engaged  in  laying  out  the 
streets  and  lots.  My  instructions  were  to  make  the  avenues  of  ample 
width,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  beauty  and  healthfulness  of  the 
island.  Mules,  horses,  wagons,  &c.,  have  been  condemned  and 
ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  the  colony.  The  success  of  the  enter- 
prise I  regard  as  certain,  and  believe  that  this  African  colony  can 
be  made  self-supporting  after  the  first  year. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  learn  we  are  not  to  be  re-enforced  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  3,  1863—4.30  p.  m.     (Received  5.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Reliable  intelligence  from  scouts  and  deserters  would  indicate 
that  Lee  has  been  considerably  re-enforced  within  the  last  week. 
Cooke's  brigade  has  come  from  Richmond,  and  the  brigade  of  Pick- 
ett's division  left  at  Drewry's  Bluff;  also  a  brigade  of  North  Carolina 
troops  are  reported  arriving  at  Orange  Court-House,  but  from  whence 
not  known.  Intercepted  messages,  and  increased  forces  at  various 
parts  of  the  enemy's  line,  together  with  other  indications,  would 
seem  to  point  to  some  movement  on  their  part,  whether  a  mere  raid 
to  intercept  my  communication,  or  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  as- 
certain my  position  and  numbers,  remains  to  be  seen. 

Yesterday  2  of  our  men  came  across  a  party  of  rebel  scouts,  4  in 
number,  in  the  woods  within  our  lines.  One  man  was  killed  on  each 
side,  when  the  rebels  escaped,  after  wounding  our  second  man. 

Lee,  advised  of  the  detachment  of  this  army  is  undoubtedly  anxious 
to  ascertain  its  strength.  The  army  remains  in  the  same  position  as 
last  reported,  principally  massed  around  Culpeper  Court-House,  with 
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two  corps  in  front  on  picket  on  the  Rapidau,  and  a  division  of 
cavalry  on  each  flank;  a  division  of  cavalry  with  one  of  infantry 
and  five  batteries  hold  the  railroad  from  the  Rappahannock  to  Bull 
Run. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


First  Army  Corps, 

October  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

My  officers  still  report  that  there  are  indications  of  the  enemy 
having  reduced  his  force  on  my  right  front,  based  on  sentinels  re- 
porting that  there  were  not  so  many  drums  and  bugles  heard  this 
morning  as  usual.     This  is  all  the  information  I  have. 

JOHN  NEWTON. 


Mitchell's  Station, 

October  3,  1863. 
Captain  Norton, 

Signal  Officer: 

Rebel  message: 

Signal  Station— 1.45  p.  m. 
General  Lee: 
Ewell,  Hill,  and  Early  are  here.     I  have  expected  it  would  be  safe. 

L.     [LONG?], 

Qeneral. 

WM.  H.  R.  NEEL, 

Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

October  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assf.  Adjt.   Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  In  compliance  with  circular  dated  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  September  1,  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  distinguished  officers  killed  in  battle,  or  who 
have  died  of  wounds  received  in  action: 

ARTILLERY. 

First  Lieijt.  Justin  E.  Dimick,  Battery  H,  First  U.  S.  Artillery, 
mortally  wounded  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  3,  1863,  died  at 
Potomac  Creek  Hospital. 

FIRST  division. 

Report  forwarded. 

second  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Hiram  G.  Berry,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  killed  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, Va.,  Sunday,  May  3, 1863. 

Capt.  William  H.  Chester,  Seventy -fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  aide-de-camp  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  commanding  di- 
vision; mortally  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  3,  1863. 
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Maj.  Philip  J.  Kearny,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  mor- 
tally wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  3,  1863. 

Col.  William  0.  Stevens,  Seventy-second  New  York  Volunteers ; 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  May  3, 1802. 

Capt.  Alfred  A.  Donalds,  Seventy -third  New  York  Volunteers ; 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  August  27, 1802. 

Col.  Louis  R.  Francine,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  mortally 
wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  3,  1863. 

Col.  Francis  A.  Lancaster,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers;  killed  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  3, 1803. 

THIRD   DIVISION. 

This  division,  having  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  since  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  cannot  furnish  the  information  called  for. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Comvianding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
Octoher  3,  1803—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott  will  be  ordered  to  immediately 
report  to  General  Rosecrans. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  20.  f  Odoher  3,  1803. 

I.  In  consequence  of  changes  which  have  occurred  since  the  publi- 
cation of  General  Orders,  No.  19,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters, the  following  announcement  is  made  of  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  corps: 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  chief  of 
staff,  and  ordnance  officer. 

Capt.  C.  C.  Suydam,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

inspector-general's  department. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Crocker,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  assistant 
inspector-general. 

Capt.  F.  C.  Newhall,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  acting  assistant 
inspector-general. 

quartermaster's  department. 

First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Spangler,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  acting  chief 
quartermaster. 

commissary  department. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Austin,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 
First  Lieut.  W.  M.  Taylor,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  acting  assist- 
ant commissary  of  subsistence. 
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MEDICAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Surg.  George  L.  Pancoast,  U.  S.  Voliintoers,  medical  director. 
Surg.  R.  W.  Pease,  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry,  medical  inspector. 
Asst.  Surg.  G.  M.  McGill,  U.  S.  Army,  assistant  medical  inspector. 
First  Lieut.  C.  B.  McLellan,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  provost-marshal. 
Capt.  V.  E.  von  Koerber,  First  Maryland,  topographical  engineer. 
First  Lieut.  Ferd.  Theilkuhl,  topographical  engineer. 
Col.  G.  A.  H.  Blake,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  commissary  of  musters. 
First  Lieut.  I.  W.  Trask,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  chief  ambulance 
officer. 

AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

First  Lieut.  C.  Thomson,  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Yates,  Foiirth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers. 

First  Lieut.  James  F.  Wade,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  George  H.  Thompson,  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  E.  B.  Parsons,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry. 

First  Lieiit.  D.  W.  Littlefield,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  James  G.  Birney,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pleasonton: 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Thoroughfare  Mountain,  Culpeper  County,  Va., 

October  3,  1863. 
Capt.  L.  B.  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  0,  Signal  Depart- 
ment, headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  set  under  my  charge  during  the 
month  of  September,  18G3: 

September  5,  assumed  charge  of  the  signal  station  on  Watery 
Mountain,  near  Warrenton,  Va.,  relieving  Captain  Hall.  Second 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Warts,  with  one  flagman,  reported  to  me  for  duty.  At 
the  time  of  taking  charge,  the  station  was  in  communication  with 
tlie  following  points,  viz  :  Near  Germantown,  with  headquarters  of 
the  army  and  headquarters  Cavalry  Corps  at  Warrenton;  headquar- 
ters Sixth  Army  Corps,  at  Catlett's  Station;  headquarters  Eleventh 
Army  Corps,  near  Jefferson;  headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
and  near  Warrenton  with  Colonel  Mcintosh's  brigade,  of  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division.  Communication  with  the  last-named  point  was 
had  by  orderlies,  a  detail  having  been  made  by  Colonel  Mcintosh. 

September  8,  reported  to  me  tor  duty,  Flagman  Charles  A.  Grif- 
fin and  James  H.  Smith.  From  the  5th  to  the  12th,  inclusive,  tele- 
scopic reconnaissances  were  made  in  direction  of  the  enemy  from 
three  to  six  times  daily,  but  without  discovering  anything  of  im- 
portance. The  atmosphere  decidedly  unfavorable  for  observations 
during  the  entire  period. 

The  movement  of  our  cavalry  upon  Culpeper  commenced  on  the 
morning  of  September  13.  The  progress  made  by  it  from  the  time 
of  first  engaging  the  enemy  at  Muddy  Run,  5  miles  from  Culpeper, 
was  noted  and  reported  to  General  Sedgwick  and  yourself. 
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By  the  movement  of  General  Gregg's  division,  signal  communi- 
cation with  Colonel  Mcintosh  was  discontinued.  Though  constantly 
on  the  lookout  for  the  flag  of  Captain  Dinsmore,  accompanying  Gen- 
eral Gregg,  the  atmosphere  continued  too  thick  to  see  more  than 
smoke  from  the  artillery. 

On  the  14th  and  loth,  nothing  of  information  transpired. 

On  the  16th,  broke  up  station  on  Watery  Mountain  and  reported 
with  set  to  you  near  Germantown,  in  compliance  with  orders.  At 
7.30  p.  m.  this  day,  opened  signal  communication  at  headquarters  of 
the  army  Culpeper  with  Pony  Mountain. 

On  the  17th,  relieved  Lieutenants  Stryker  and  Clarke,  on  Pony 
Mountain.  Captain  Wilson  and  their  dismounted  men  were  tem- 
porarily attached  to  my  set.  Found  Pony  Mountain  station  in  com- 
munication with  the  following  points,  viz :  Ctilpeper,  with  head- 
quarters of  the  army;  near  Somerville  Ford,  Kflpatrick's  cavalry 
division;  2  miles  east  from  Culpeper,  headquarters  First  Army  Corps. 
At  7.30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Warts  opened  communication  with  head- 
quarters of  General  Buford,  at  Stevensburg.  Owing  to  Lieutenant 
Jerome  not  being  acquainted  with  the  cipher  words,  no  message  of 
an  important  character  could  be  transmitted  by  signal  to  General 
Buford.     One  message,  in  consequence,  was  delayed. 

On  the  18th,  made  report  to  you  of  fortifications  and  camp  of  the 
enemy  seen  on  opposite  side  of  Rapidan  River. 

On  the  19th,  100  men,  48  axemen,  and  52  comprising  a  guard  for 
working  party,  reported  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  off  timber 
obstructing  river,  and  constructing  a  solid  and  substantial  lookout, 
the  old  lookout  being  too  unsteady  for  practical  use.  Opened  com- 
munication with  headquarters  of  Twelfth  Army  Corps  near  Raccoon 
Ford.  Lieutenant  Holland,  at  these  headquarters,  informed  me  that 
the  telegraph  was  in  working  order,  which  would  dispense  with  sig- 
nal communication. 

On  the  30th,  reported  to  you  column  of  enemy  moving  down  the 
river,  passing  point  near  Raccoon  Ford.  At  8.45  a.  m.  opened  com- 
munication with  Captain  Dinsmore,  on  Thoroughfare  Mountain. 
Reported  to  you  enemy  intrenching  at  Morton's  and  Stringfellow's 
Fords. 

On  the  21st,  at  12  m.,  opened  communication  with  Captain  Dins- 
more, 3  miles  east  from  Thoroughfare  Mountain.  At  2.15  p.  m. 
received  orders  from  you  to  get  ready  immediately  to  go  to  Thor- 
oughfare Mountain.  Captain  Wilson  and  his  dismounted  men  by 
same  order  relieved  from  duty  with  my  set.  At  4.30  p.  m.  relieved 
from  duty  on  Pony  Mountain  by  Lieutenants  Stryker  and  Clarke. 

On  the  22d,  owing  to  the  late  hour  at  which  I  was  relieved  yester- 
day, and  in  order  to  obtain  supplies  for  the  set,  did  not  start  for 
Thoroughfare  until  this  a.  m. ;  1.45  p.  m.  reached  the  top  of  Thorough- 
fare Mountain  ;  at  2. 10  opened  communication  with  Pony  Mountain, 
and  at  2.45  p.  m.  had  communication  with  Captain  Paine,  accom- 
panying cavalry  expedition,  on  the  pike  from  Madison  Court-House 
to  Gordonsville,  near  Beautiful  Run.  A  message  from  General 
Buford  to  General  Pleasonton,  through  Captain  Pame,  at  3.25  p.  m., 
I  was  unable  to  forward  until  dark,  it  oeing  impossible  for  the 
officers  on  Pony  Mountain  to  see  my  flag  on  account  of  the  hazy 
state  of  the  atmosphere.  Captain  Paine  moved  forward  with  cav- 
alry soon  after,  and  communication  with  him  was  suspended. 

September  23,  reported  to  you  that  our  cavalry  was  coming  in. 
Saw  Captain  Paine's  flag  for  a  moment ;  called,  but  he  was  on  the 
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move,  and  I  could  not  get  attention.  At  3.15  p.  ni.  I  saw  the  flag 
of  Captain  Gloskoski  calling  at  the  ford  of  Robertson's  River,  where 
General  Kiljjatrick's  division  was  recrossing  under  hre  of  the  enemy, 
enemy  having  pressed  General  Kilpatrick  to  the  river.  Received 
message  from  General  Kilpati'ick  to  General  Pleasonton,  but  was 
unable  to  dispatch  it  to  Pony  Mountain  until  dark  for  the  reason 
given  in  regard  to  delay  of  message  through  Captain  Paine. 

On  the  24th,  5  p.  m.,  established  communication  with  Captain  Castle 
on  Cedar  Mountain,  through  whom  messages  from  this  station  to 
headquarters  are  sent  whenever  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  direct  communication  with  Pony  Mountain. 

On  the  37th,  communication  opened  with  Captain  Gloskoski, 
General  Kilpatrick's  headquarters,  near  Culpeper.  On  the  29th,  com- 
munication opened  with  Captain  Gloskoski,  General  Kilpatrick's 
headquarters,  4  miles  northeast  from  this  mountain,  who  reported 
that  General  Kilpatrick  was  desirous  of  being  informed  by  signal 
from  here  of  any  demonstration  of  the  enemy  along  his  picket  line. 

During  my  occupation  of  Thoroughfare  Mountain  no  important 
movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  discovered.  From  a  ledge  of 
rocks  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  where  my  station  proper  is 
established,  Orange  Court-House  and  Rapidan  Station  and  their 
vicinities  are  distinctly  visible  with  ordinary  atmosphere.  The 
greater  portion  of  enemy's  lines  between  Rapidan  Station  and  Rac- 
coon Ford  is  hidden  from  our  view  by  the  intervention  of  Cedar 
Mountain.  Besides  keeping  a  close  watch  from  the  ledge  before 
mentioned  on  the  enemy  s  camp  around  Orange  Court-House,  and  his 
cavalry  forces  between  Rapidan  and  Robertson's  Rivers,  two  tele- 
scopic reconnaissances  are  made  each  day,  morning  and  evening,  to- 
ward Madison  Court-House  from  a  cleared  space  on  the  west  side  of 
the  mountain.  As  yet  no  forces  of  the  enemy  have  been  discovered 
in  this  latter  direction. 

I  would  commend  Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  Warts  for  strict  attention 
to  duty  ;  though  a  new  and  inexperienced  officer,  he  reads  signals  as 
well  as  many  of  the  old  officers  of  the  corps. 

Herewith  I  forward  copies  of  messages  sent  and  received  by  this 
set  in  the  month  of  September.  Also  copies  of  messages  sent  and 
received  by  me  in  the  month  of  August. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  TAYLOR. 
Captain,  and  Signal  Officer. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

October  3,  ISC'?. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General:  Referring  to  my  communication  of  September  22,  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  an  extract  of 
letter  from  General  Peck,  showing  that  Weldon  is  "being  strongly 
fortified,  and  that  the  rebels  are  in  strong  defensive  position  in  North 
Carolina. 

I  also  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Irwin  Johnson,  a  native 
of  Wilmington,  and  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  army,  lately  stationed 
at  Smith's  Island  Light-House,  says  that  he  had  been  employed 
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making  military  roads  on  Smith's  Island  where  there  were  two  guns; 
that  the  enemy  were  throwing  up  fortifications  there,  and  that  five 
hundred  shovels  and  some  men  were  sent  to  the  island  the  day 
before  he  left,  September  16.  This  merely  shows  that  the  enemy 
apprehend  danger  at  those  two  points,  and  are  preparing  for  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  FOSTER. 
Major-  General,  Comnian  ding. 


[Inclosure.] 


New^ton,  N.  C, 

September  37,  18G3. 


General  Wessells  has  a  friend  who  has  been  to  Weldon.  He  re- 
ports General  Ransom  there  with  some  2,500  men,  who,  with  over 
1,000  contrabands,  are  engaged  in  fortifying  all  the  approaches  in  a 
very  strong  manner,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Troops  at  Garys- 
burg,  Jackson,  &c.  At  Rainbow  1,500  infantry,  field  battery,  and 
a  number  of  heavy  pieces.  A  regiment  of  Georgia  cavalry  has  ar- 
rived for  duty  in  Bertie  County  and  an  improved  class  of  rangers. 
He  reports  they  have  been  somewhat  strengthened  on  the  Tar  River. 

In  view  of  these  and  other  considerations,  the  general  says: 

On  the  whole,  I  think  they  are  in  a  more  effective  condition  in  North  Carolina 
than  at  any  other  time,  particularly  to  resist  aggression. 


U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,'  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  It  was  not  until  you  were  on  board  this  afternoon  that 
I  was  fully  aware  of  the  number  of  gunboats  necessary  to  co-operate 
with  the  movements  of  the  troops  from  Yorktown  into  Matthews 
and  Gloucester  Counties,  to  entrap  the  rebels,  who,  with  several 
boats  (moved  on  wheels),  have  twice  recently  issued  from  tliose 
counties  and  committed  depredations  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  then  understood  between  us  that  the  troops  would 
march  from  Yorktown  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  the  navy  gun- 
boats should  rendezvous  at  Yorktown  to-morrow,  and  leave  there 
the  next  morning,  some  to  go  as  high  up  the  North  and  East  Rivers 
as  practicable,  to  co-operate  with  the  troops,  and  others  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  rebels  by  the  bay  side  or  the  Piankatank. 

At  10  o'clock  to-night  I  received  your  notification  that  the  troops 
and  gunboats  (yours  and  those  of  the  navy  on  that  part  of  the  block- 
ade) had  left  Yorktown.  I  immediately  dispatched  two 'additional 
light-draught  gunboats  to  the  scene  of  operations,  to  assist  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Gillis. 

I  respectfully  request  that  in  future  the  plan  of  joint  operations 
within  the  limits  of  our  commands  shall,  when  practicable,  be  fully 
and  timely  arranged  between  you  and  myself.  In  the  Sounds  of 
North  Carolina  emergencies  may  arise  requiring  immediate  action 
from  the  senior  army  and  navy  officers  present. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  A.  Blcg.  Squadron. 
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[Indorsement.  ] 

Acknowledge  i-eceipt.  The  dispatch  that  I  wrote  said :  "  The 
troops  and  boats  have  left,"  meaning  this  point  and  not  Yorktown. 
The  navy  gunboats  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  case  of  need, 
but  at  the  first  conception  it  was  intended  to  depend  on  the  army 
gunboats.     Hence  the  delay  in  notifying  the  admiral. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  i,  1863—13  m.      (Received  12.50  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

In  the  various  rebel  accounts  of  the  battle  of  the  Chickamauga, 
mention  is  only  made  of  the  divisions  of  Hood  and  McLaws,  of  Long- 
street's  corps.  Furthermore,  in  an  account  of  an  affair  with  Burn- 
side's  people,  at  Carter's  Run,  reference  is  made  to  Corse's  brigade, 
belonging  to  Pickett's  division.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  possibly 
that  portion  of  Pickett's  division  withdrawn  with  Longstreet  may 
have  been  sent  against  Burnside  in  East  Tennessee  and  Southwest 
Virginia,  and  that  if  Burnside  has  withdrawn  from  that  part  of  the 
country,  these  troops  may  have  returned  to  Lee's  army,  via  Lynch- 
burg. This  would  account  for  the  repeated  assertions  of  deserters 
and  the  rejaort  of  scouts  that  all  of  Pickett's  division  has  returned  to 
Lee.     Have  you  any  information  bearing  on  this  point  ? 

The  enemy  this  morning  from  their  batteries  at  Somerville  Ford 
shelled  one  of  our  wagon  trains  collecting  forage  in  the  front.  Other- 
wise all  is  quiet  along  our  lines. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- Gene ral,  Commanding. 


October  4,  [186.3.] 

Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  to-morrow  you  re- 
lieve the  Second  Corps,  Major-General  "Warren  commanding,  in'  the 
position  now  occupied  and  duties  performed  by  it  on  the  Rapidan, 
and  that,  as  preliminary  thereto,  staff  officers  be  sent  to-day  to  ascer- 
tain the  positions  and  picket  lines  of  General  Warren's  corps  and 
the  roads  by  which  your  corps  should  march.  General  Warren  now 
watches  and  pickets  the  front  from  Somerville  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan, 
or  in  that  vicinity,  to  near  Robertson's  Ford,  on  Robertson's  River. 
General  Wheaton  pickets  on  his  left  and  the  cavalry.  General  Kilpat- 
rick,  on  his  right.  General  Warren  will  be  directed  to  communicate 
his  instructions  to  you. 

Only  such  wagons  will  be  taken  with  the  corps  to  the  front  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  supplies  directed  to  be  on  hand.  Mitch- 
ell's Station,  the  headquarters  of  General  Warren,  is  the  point  at 
which  your  supplies  can  be  obtained  from  the  railroad.  Your  trains 
will  be  parked  at  some  secure  point  in  the  rear,  from  which  they  may 
be  sent  to  the  rear  with  facility  and  without  interfering  with  the 
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routes  which  may  be  used  for  similar  purposes  liy  the  corps  in  the 
vicinity  of  Culpeper  Court-House. 

Nothing  siaould  be  taken  to  the  front  that  cannot  be  got  out  of  the 
way  with  facility  and  rapidity. 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  furnished  General  Slocum  in  the  posi- 
tion adjoining  General  Warren  is  sent  for  your  general  guidance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  4,  18G3. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
Major-General  Sedgwick  has  been  directed  to  relieve  the  Second 
Corps  with  the  Sixth  Corps. 

The  Second  Corps  has  been  directed  to  take  post  on  the  heights  in 
rear  of  Culpeper  Court-House,  extending  across  the  railroad,  as  soon 
as  it  is  relieved. 

There  will  be  no  force  of  infantry,  therefore,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stone-House  Mountain  after  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

3fajor- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  4,  1863. 
General  Humphreys: 

The  following  dispatches  have  just  been  received,  and  are  respect- 
fully forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general: 

Cedar  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

October  4,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton: 

All,  quiet  at  sunset.  Enemy's  signals  report  "  all  quiet."  Yesterday  enemy 
planted  a  color  in  one  of  their  works  near  Raccoon  Ford.  They  are  strengthening 
their  works  every  day  between  Rapidan  Station  and  Morton's  Ford.  General  F. 
Lee  has  his  headquarters  down  the  river;  I  think  at  or  near  Halstead's  house. 
General  Ewell  is  somewhere  in  rear  of  Clark's  Mountain.  General  Stuart's  head- 
quarters can  be  seen  from  this  station.  We  have  Captain  Frayser's  station  (chief 
signal  officer  Stuart's  cavalry)  in  view.  Also  stations  which  communicate  with 
Ewell,  Early,  and  F.  Lee. 

I  do  not  think  that  General  R.  E.  Lee  has  been  here  for  a  week.  The  fords  as 
far  up  the  Rapidan  as  I  can  see  are  pretty  strongly  picketed,  with  at  least  a  regiment 
of  infantry  at  each.  Stuart's  cavalry,  with  exception  of  Fitz.  Lee's  division,  lies 
between  Rapidan  Station  and  Madison  Court-House.  The  enemy  appeared  to  be 
quite  short  of  rations,  as  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,"  Wlien  do  you  "expect  the  men's 
rations,"  a  cavalry  colonel  replied,"  God  only  knows." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your*  obedient 
servant, 

L.  B.  NORTOIT, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

October  4,  1863. 
[Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,] 

Asst.  AdjL   Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army: 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  indorsed  communication  of  Col.  D.  C.  Mc- 
Callum,  Superintendent  Military  Railroads,  with  reference  to  exposed 
condition  or  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  and  the  absence  of 
guards  at  the  bridges,  received  at  these  lieadquarters  October  2,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  length  of  railroad  from  Alexandria 
to  Bull  Run  is  23  miles. 

On  this  line  there  are  6  stations,  3  water-tanks,  and  10  principal 
bridges,  exclusive  of  that  over  Bull  Run.  Eighteen  miles  of  the 
line  are  guarded  by  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King,  who 
has  an  effective  force  of  1,362  enlisted  infantry.  The  remaining  5 
miles  are  guarded  by  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Slough, 
wlio  has  an  effective  force  of  867  enlisted  infantry. 

In  addition  to  guarding  the  railroad  proper,  Brigadier-General 
King  is  compelled  to  hold  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  furnish  the 
necessary  pickets  and  picket  guards  for  his  camp,  and  until  recently 
has  kept  a  long  line  of  pickets  in  front  of  Centreville.  Brigadier- 
General  Slough  occupies  the  town  of  Alexandria,  furnishing  the 
necessary  city  guards  and  patrols. 

Colonel  McCallam  submits  the  following  statement : 

Office  Mil.  Director  and  Supt.  of  Railroads, 

War  Department, 
Washington,  October  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

A  bridge  was  burned  by  the  enemy  at  Edsall's.  5  miles  west  of  Alexandria,  about 
September  8.  Bridge  was  burned  at  Pope's  Head,  No.  1,  about  September  37.  This 
is  1|  miles  west  of  Fairfax.  Cameron  Run  Bridge  was  burned  September  30;  located 
8  miles  from  Alexandria.  Raid  near  Burke's,  September  34,  capturing  8  mules. 
Raid  near  Burke's,  October  1.  Raid  near  Springfield,  October  1,  capturing  3  track- 
men. ^ 

Our  bridges  are  constantly  exposed;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  none  of 
them  are  guarded. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  troops  now  at  Warrenton  Junction  be 
changed  so  as  to  camp  in  the  woods  west  of  the  station,  and  thus  protect  the  water- 
tanks  and  wood-choppers  at  the  same  time. 

I  am,  general,*very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  McCALLUM, 
Colonel,  and  Military  Director  and  Superintendent  of  Bailroads. 

The  facts  are  these,  taking  the  attacks  in  the  order  named. 
First: 

A  bridge  was  burned  by  the  enemy  at  EdsaU's,  5  miles  west  of  Alexandria,  about 
September  8. 

The  bridge  was  fired  as  the  last  train  was  coming  over  empty,  it 
is  supposed  by  persons  from  Alexandria,  as  they  evidently  did  not 
know  the  train  time.  Trackmen  discovered  the  fire  and  extinguished 
it  before  any  damage  was  done. 

Second: 

Bridge  was  burned  at  Pope's  Head,  No.  1,  about  September  37.  This  is  li  miles 
west  of  Fairfax. 

The  bridge  was  fired  by  27'  of  White's  men;  the  fire  was  discovered 
by  patrol,   extinguished,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Lowell,  Second 
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Massachusetts  Cavalry,  commanding  cavalry  at  Centreville,  who 
caused  the  party  to  be  pursued.  I  visited  the  bridge  in  person,  and 
found  the  damage  done  trifling  and  repaired  with  little  loss  of  time. 

Third: 

Cameron  Run  Bridge  was  burned  September  30;  located  3  miles  from  Alexandria. 

Certain  parties  threw  coal-oil  or  some  other  inflammable  fluid  on 
the  bridge  and  fired  it.  It  was  discovered  and  extinguished  without 
damage  and  without  interruption  to  the  trains. 

Fourth: 

Raid  near  Burke's  Station,  September  24,  capturing  8  mules. 

These  8  mules  were  turned  over,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  to  the 
railroad  company  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Alexandria,  and, 
at  the  time  of  capture,  were  being  herded  near  Burke's  Station. 
There  was  no  notification  given  to  these  headquarters  of  the  necessity 
for  a  guard  for  these  mules,  nor  was  it  ever  known  that  they  were 
there. 

Fifth: 

Raid  near  Burke's  Station,  October  1. 

A  wood  party  stationed  there  were  attacked.  The  guerrillas  were 
beaten  off  by  the  guard,  doing  no  damage.  The  same  party  captured 
3  trackmen  at  Springfield.  It  is  supposed  that  if  these  3  men  were 
doing  their  duty  at  the  time  of  capture,  they  would  have  been  on  the 
railroad,  and  consequently  that  the  guerrillas  were  in  possession  of 
it.  They  did  no  harm  to  it,  and  the  inference  naturally  arises  that 
the  3  men  were  straggling  from  their  posts. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  appended  statement,  marked  A: 

Our  bridges  are  constantly  exposed;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  none  of 
them  are  guarded. 

With  regard  to  the  troops  stationed  at  Warrenton  Junction,  I  have 
only  to  state  that,  not  being  in  my  department,  I  have  no  control 
over  them. 

The  digerent  bridges  on  the  railroad  will  be  protected  by  block- 
houses. 

Their  erection  was  ordered  at  or  about  the  Cth  of  June.  For 
reasons  Avhy  they  have  not  been  completed,  I  respectfully  refer  to 
the  paper  appended,  marked  B. 

With  reference  to  the  method  jjursued  at  these  headquarters  to 
protect  property  when  sent  beyond  the  line  of  defenses  proper,  I 
respectfully  refer  to  the  paper  appended,  marked  C. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road runs  through  a  country  in  many  places  either  thickly  wooded 
or  covered  by  undergrowth,  rendering  it  an  easy  task  for  two  or  three 
active  and  energetic  men  to  keep  the  entire  available  command  I  have 
on  the  road  on  the  qui  vive,  and  even  with  the  utmost  vigilance  ex- 
ercised, rendering  it  not  strange  or  unnatural  that  on  any  night  an 
inhabitant  of  the  country  should  place  an  impediment  on  the  track 
sufficient  to  throw  a  train  off,  to  remove  a  rail,  or  even  to  destroy  a 
bridge  with  a  span  of  only  4  or  5  feet. 

To  prevent  these  incursions,  I  am  enabled  to  keep  only  590  to  600 
eftective  cavalry  in  camp,  near  Centreville,  ready  for  instant  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Inolosure  A.] 

United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

Centreville,  October  3,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  3.40  p.  m.) 
Capt.  C.  H.  Potter,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  following  is  the  disposition  of  the  forces  along  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Eailroad: 

The  Fourth  Delaware  Infantry  guards  the  road  from  Accotink  to 
Sangster's,  with  headquarters  at  Fairfax  Station,  one  company  at 
Accotink,  one  comiDany  at  Burke's,  one  on  train,  camp  guards  and 
pickets  at  Fairfax  Station,  6  men  at  Hunter's  Bridge,  and  small  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  patrols  on  both  sides  of  road.  From  Sangster's 
to  Bull  Run  five  companies  of  infantry  guard  the  road,  headquarters 
at  Union  Mills ;  one  company  at  Bull  Run  Bridge,  a  platoon  at  Sangs- 
ter's, pickets  on  three  roads  leading  to  Union  Mills,  and  patrols 
moving  along  the  railroad  as  far  as  Sangster's  at  irregular  hours. 
The  officers  in  command  are  active  and  vigilant. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Washinciton,  D.  C,  October  2,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  the  first  intimation  I  ever  had  of  the  intention  of  the 
military  authorities  to  construct  block-houses  for  the  defense  of  rail- 
road bridges  was  conveyed  to  me  through  the  general  commanding 
this  department  and  the  Quartermaster-General.  These  orders  were 
to  construct  a  block-house  at  every  bridge  on  the  Loudoun  and 
Hampshire  and  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroads  within  the  limits 
of  this  department,  and  were  received  by  me  some  time  between 
the  1st  and  Gth  days  of  June  last.  My  understanding  of  the  matter 
at  that  time  was  that  the  Engineer  Department  had  been  some  time 
previously  intrusted  with  the  work  of  placing  the  bridges  in  a  de- 
fensive condition,  but  that  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  executing 
this  duty,  the  Quartermaster-General  decided  to  adopt  my  sugges- 
tion of  placing  the  matter  in  my  hands,  with  orders  to  do  the  work 
at  once,  according  to  plans  then  in  possession  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, which  plans  subsequently  reached  me  through  Major-Gen- 
eral  Heintzelman.  After  receiving  the  orders  referred  to,  I  provided 
the  necessary  timber  for  the  work,  but  in  consequence  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  from  our  front  by  General  Hooker,  the  rail- 
roads were  left  in  a  totally  unguarded  condition,  and  the  trains 
ceased  running,  thus  rendering  it  impossible  for  me  to  continue  my 
operations.  When  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  returned  to  its  former 
position  in  Virginia,  I  made  every  effort  to  procure  trains  to  trans- 
port my  tim'ber  lying  along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad 
near  Burke's  Station  to  the  specific  points,  but  inconsequence  of  the 
road  being  worked  to  its  utmost  capacity  in  transporting  supplies, 
&c.,  to  General  Meade's  forces,  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Devereux 
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was  obliged  to  refuse  my  repeated  applications  to  liim  for  trains  to 
move  my  timber  as  required. 

A  few  days  since,  liowever,  I  was  assured  that  proper  facilities 
would  be  extended  to  me  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  by  plac- 
ing a  construction  train  at  my  disposal,  and  I  have  now  resumed 
operations,  and  expect  to  have  all  the  block-houses  completed  in  a 
short  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIAS  M.  GREENE; 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Q.  M.,  DejJt.  of  Washington. 

[Inclosure  C] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Washington,  D.   C,   October  S,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Colonel,:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  iuqviiries, 
that  in  the  raids  mentioned  by  you  as  occurring  from  September  8 
to  October  1,  inclusive,  none  of  the  public  property  for  which  I  am 
accountable  was  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Its  safety 
has  been  secured,  no  doubt  by  proper  precautions  on  my  part,  as  my 
orders  are  not  to  allow  a  train  of  wagons  to  go  beyond  the  defenses 
l^roper  without  applying  for  a  sufficient  military  guard  for  the  same, 
which  has  been  always  granted  to  me. 

On  one  of  the  occasions  referred  to  (September  28),  8  mules  which 
had  been  transferred  to  the  authorities  managing  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad,  by  Captain  Ferguson,  assistant  quartermaster, 
in  charge  of  depot  at  Alexandria,  were  captured  while  grazing 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Edsall's  Hill.     This  is  the  only 

Quartermaster's  property  captured  or  destroyed  in  this  department 
uring  the  above-mentioned  period,  to  my  knowledge. 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  no  matter  how  large  a  force  may  be 
detailed  to  guard  the  railroads,  the  farmer  guerrillas  within  our 
lines  will  find  occasions  when  they  can,  with  comparative  safety  to 
themselves,  make  a  raid  to  plunder  and  destroy  public  property. 
My  employfe  south  of  the  Potomac  are  perfectly  familiar  with  these 
pretended  loyal  and  peaceable  farmers,  and  I  most  respectfuUj',  but 
earnestly,  recommend  that  all  such  be  moved  to  some  locality  where 
they  can  no  longer  pursue  the  double  occupation  of  farming  by  day 
and  plundering  by  night.  If  these  doubtful  characters  are  removed 
from  within  our  lines,  danger  can  only  come  from  without,  from 
larger  bodies  of  the  enemy's  troops,  and  in  such  cases  their  move- 
ments would  probably  be  discovered  in  time  to  frustrate  their 
designs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIAS  M.  GREENE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Q.  M.,  Dept.  of  Washington. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  4,  1863. 

(Received  6.25  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Chief  of  Staff  : 

From  information  which  I  deem  reliable,  I  am  satisfied  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  rebel  force  recently  in  Greenbrier  and  Pocahontas  Coimties 
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has  Deen  withdrawn,  and  either  sent  to  Lee's  army  or  to  Jones  on 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

If  you  approve,  I  will  send  Averell  from  Beverly,  and  a  portion 
of  Scammon's  force  from  the  Kanawha,  and  drive  the  rebels  from 
Greenhrier,  Pocahontas,  and  Monroe,  with  orders,  if  the  informa- 
tion obtained  at  Lewisburg  will  warrant  such  a  movement,  to  push 
on  to  Dublin  Station  or  Christiansburg,  on  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee Railroad,  and  destroy  the  bridges  in  that,  neighborhood. 

I  returned  this  morning  from  Harper's  Ferry.  All  quiet  along  line 
of  railroad. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

October  5,  1863—9.25  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  Va.: 
Your  plan  is  approved. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Mitchell's  Station, 

October  5,  1863. 
Captain  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 
Rebel  messages : 
General  E.  A.  R. : 

Large  force  of  enemy  advancing  tliis  way  through  Kirk's  farm  toward  Somer- 
villu  Ford.     Head  of  column  at  Cedar  Run. 

HALL, 

Major. 

General  Stuart  : 

A  large  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  road  from  Culpeper  Court-House  to  Raccoon 
Ford.    Regiments  forming  in  their  camps.     N6  tents  steuck. 

C 

General  Ewell  : 

A  brigade  of  infantry  at  Mitchell's  Station,  in  line  at  rest.  Column  of  infantry  on 
Raccoon  Ford  road.  A  line  of  artillery,  strongly  supported  by  infantry,  at  rest  on 
the  right  of  Kirk's  house.  A  long  hne  of  infantry  advancing  from  Culpeijer  Court- 
House  toward  Kirk's  house.  A  fijge  wagon  train  at  Mitchell's  Station,  moving  ofi 
toward  Culpeper  Court-House. 

CALLOWAY, 

Lieutenant. 

0.  D.  R.  : 

When  do  you  leave  for  the  Potomac  ? 

[No  signature.] 

Cross  the  river  to-night  on  a  scout. 

^  HILL. 

The  five  last  messages  from  Cedar  Mountain. 

F.  W.  MARSTON, 

Captain,  Signal  Officer. 
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First  Army  Corps, 

October  5,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  dispatches  of  the  enemy  have  just  been  intercepted 
by  the  signal  officers  of  this  corps  : 

General  Lee  : 

The  column  of  infantry  camped  at  Mitchell's  Station  seems  to  be  going  toward 
Culpeper. 

CALLOWAY, 

Lieutenant. 

General  Lee  : 

I  am  informed  from  Clark's  Mountain  that  two  columns  of  infantry  are  march- 
ing on  telegraph  road  toward  Rapidan  Station,  and  one  on  county  road  from 
Mitchell's  Station  to  same  place. 

FITZ.  LEE. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Corps, 

October  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  following  dispatches  have  been  intercepted  from 
the  rebel  signal  station  on  Clark's  Mountain,  by  Wiggins  and  Camp, 
signal  officers,  First  Corps : 

General  Lee  : 

The  camps  at  Stone-House  Mountain  have  moved  to  the  front ;  gone  into  camp, 
and  built  fires.    A  battery  of  six  guns  moved  toward  under  the  moimtain. 

^•» 

Major, 

General  Lee: 

The  enemy  has  made  a  number  of  movements  to-day,  which  indicate  a  nurpose 
of  either  advancing  or  falling  back.  It  is  hard  to  tell  which.  A  great  quantity  of 
infantry  and  ambulances  have  moved  to  the  front,  while  the  forage  trains  remained 
back. 

E.     [EWELL?], 

Oeneral. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Corps, 

October  5,  1863—13  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  dispatch  of  the  enemy  has  just  been  intercepted  by 
the  signal  officers  of  this  corps  : 

General  Lee  : 

A  column  appeared  moving  along  the  road  between  Culpeper  and  Raccoon  Ford. 
Force  on  all  roads  from  toward  Culpeper  to  Stone-House  Mountain  have  disappeared. 
A  signal  gun  was  fired  early  this  morning. 

S.  G.  GLEIMPETER  m, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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The  column  referred  to  was  the  Sixth  Corps.     The  enemy  evi- 
dently fear  an  attack. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  5,  1863—1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  The  following  rebel  message  has  been  intercepted  from 
the  rebel  signal  station  on  Clark's  Mountain  : 

Greneral  Lee  : 

Troops  and  trains  apparently  advancing  on  the  Robertson's,  Somerville,  and  Gor- 
donsville  roads.  One  of  the  columns  is  near  Long's,  and  is  still  going  in  direction 
of  Cedar  Mountain.     The  head  near  Wharton's  farm. 

CALLOWAY, 

Lieutenant. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Newton  : 

J.  C.  WIGGINS, 

lAeutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


Mitchell's  Station, 

October  5,  1863. 
Captain  Norton  : 

Rebel  signal  station,  6. 15  p.  m.  : 
General  S.     [Stuaet  :] 

I  have  been  on  the  mountain.    Cannot  see  anything  that  indicates  a  general  ad- 
vance. 

LEE.     [FITZ.  LEE?], 

Oeneral. 

NEEL, 
Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  First  Corps, 

October  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff : 
The  summary  of  news  of  to-day : 

The  enemy  were  stampeded  this  morning  by  the  several  moving 
columns  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  some  of  which  passed  near  the  river. 
They  fired  an  alarm  gun.  Since  which  time  they  have  noticed  that 
the  position  of  Stone-House  Mountain  is  evacuated,  and  that  the 
Second  Corps  has  moved  to  the  rear.  I  think  from  this  they  must 
fully  appreciate  the  movement. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cav.  Corps, 

Camp  near  James  City,  Va. ,  October  5,  1863. 
Captain  Estes,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subinit  the  following  report  of  the 
result  of  the  expedition  sent  yesterday  evening,  pursuant  to  orders 
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from  the  general  commanding  division,  to  examine  the  upper  road 
from  Culpeper  to  Madison  Court-Hoiise. 

A  squadron  of  the  First  [West]  Virginia  Cavalry,  commanded  by- 
Captain  Boon,  went  out  yesterday  at  5  p.m.,  and  have  just  returned. 
They  found  a  vedette  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  2  miles  this  side 
of  the  river,  who  fell  back  and  crossed  the  river  on  their  approach. 
A  strong  picket  was  observed  on  the  south  bank.  This  road  turns 
to  the  right  from  the  Culpeper  Court-House  and  James  City  road, 
about  li  miles  this  side  of  James  City,  and  then  runs  to  Robert- 
son's River  in  a  direction  nearly  west,  somewhat  winding,  but  pre- 
serving that  line  throughout.  The  road  is  very  bad,  narrow,  stony, 
and  much  washed  by  the  late  rains.  There  are  no  streams  of  any 
size  to  cross,  but  many  small  runs.  It  is  thickly  wooded  on  each 
side  for  almost  its  entire  length,  with  occasional  cleared  fields  at  long 
intervals. 

The  road,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  commanding  the  expedition, 
is  impassable  for  artillery,  and  in  many  places  cavalry  can  only  get 
through  it  marching  by  file.  The  distance  to  the  river  from  the 
j)oint  of  intersection  with  the  James  City  road  is  10  miles.  The  bank 
of  the  river  on  this  side  is  higher  than  on  the  other,  but  is  thickly 
wooded  and  rocky,  and  gives  no  opportunity  for  placing  artillery  in 
position  to  advantage.  The  access  to,  and  egress  from,  the  ford  is 
good,  and  the  ford  itself  is  good  and  easy.  The  southerly  bank  of 
the  river  is  slightly  the  lower,  but  there  is  on  the  right  an' excellent 
position  for  artillery  on  cleared  land  that  would  enfilade  a  crossing, 
and  difficult  of  approach  by  reason  of  a  run  that  falls  into  Robertson's 
River  just  at  the  ford. 

I  have  the  report  that  all  is  quiet  this  morning  along  my  pickets. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  Jb., 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  5,  1803 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  only  information  I  have  bearing  upon  your  inquiry  is,  that 
the  rebels  have  "evacuated  the  counties  of  Greenbrier  and  Pocahon- 
tas.    Supposed  to  re-enforce  Jones,  but  possiblv  to  re-enforce  Lee. 

H.  "W".  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  5,  1803 — 10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.: 
General  Lockwood  will  take  the  First  Regiment  Eastern  Shore 
Maryland  Volunteers,  and  report  for  orders  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Middle  Department,  at  Baltimore. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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First  Army  Corps,  October  6,  1803. 
General  Humphreys: 

General  :  The  following  rebel  messages  have  been  intercepted 
from  the  rebel  signal  stations  on  Clark's  Mountain  by  Lieutenants 
Wiggins  and  Camp,  signal  officers,  First  Army  Corps  : 

General  Lee  : 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  is  falUng  back.  A  deserter  just 
brought  in  confirms  the  report.     Faa-ticulars  by  courier. 

G. 

General  Lee  : 

Tr.T,ins  of  wagons  and  two  columns  of  infantry,  estimated  at  two  corps,  moved 
back  on  the  road,  passing  Cumberland  George's  house.  Camps  at  Stevensburg 
being  increased. 

S.     [STUART,] 

Qeneral. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Mitchell's  Station,  October  C,  1863. 
Captain  Norton  : 
Rebel  message  : 

General  Lee  : 

Scout  reports  the  whole  Yankee  army  falling  back.     Deserter  just  brought  in 
confirms  the  report. 

STUART, 

Oeneral. 

[JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General.  ] 


Camp  near  Culpeper,  Va., 

October  6,  18G3. 
General  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Cli  ief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the 
transportation  of  ammunition,  has  been  received  and  read  with  much 
interest.  It  so  clearly  sets  forth  the  advantages  of  using  caissons 
instead  of  wagons,  and  my  views  so  fully  coincided  with  yours  as  to 
the  benefit  which  would  accrue  from  the  change,  that  I  forwarded  a 
copy  of  it  with  my  report  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  requesting 
his  s]:)ecial  attention  to  a  matter  of  so  great  importance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  94.  \  October  6,  18C3. 

The  major-general  commanding  calls  the  attention  of  all  under  his 
command  to  Paragraph  230,  of  the  General  Regulations  for  the 
Army,  it  being  as  follows: 

Paragraph  230.— Deliberations  or  discussions  among  any  class  of  military  men, 
having  the  object  of  conveying  pr.aise,  or  censure,  or  any  mark  of  approbation 
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toward  theii-  superiors  or  others  in  the  military  service ;  and  all  publications  rela- 
tive to  transactions  between  officers  of  a  private  or  personal  nature,  whether  news- 
paper, pamphlet,  or  handbill,  are  strictly  prohibited. 

This  regulation  has  hitherto,  to  a  certain  extent,  been  practically 
disregarded  in  this  army,  but  recent  occurrences*  make  it  incumbent 
upon  the  commanding  general  to  insist  upon  a  rigid  observance  of 
its  requirements;  and  that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  upon 
the  subject,  it  is  declared  that  meetings  or  combinations  among  offi- 
cers or  men  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  regard  for  their 
superiors  or  others  in  the  military  service,  in  the  way  of  presenta- 
tions, or  their  disapprobation  of  the  acts  of  their  superiors  or  others 
in  the  military  service,  by  resolutions,  will  be  considered  as  viola- 
tions of  the  regulation  and  noticed  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
October  7,  1863—12  m.     (Received  12.25  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

Two  deserters  who  came  in  yesterday  from  different  parts  of  the 
Confederate  army,  each  state  that  a  rumor  was  prevalent  in  their 
regiments  that  a  part,  say,  a  division,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  has  been 
sent  to  the  southwest  within  a  week  past.  About  that  time  unusual 
stir  with  railroad  trains  was  noted  by  our  pickets. 

I  have  sent  out  scouts,  the  return  of  whom  I  am  hourly  expecting, 
who  will  give  me  some  positive  information,  which  will  be  at  once 
transmitted. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washington,   October  7,  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inquire  whether,  if  a  part  of 
A.  P.  Hill's  corps  has  gone  west,  a  portion  of  your  army  cannot  be 
spared  :  and  if  so,  what  corps  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
October  7,  1803— 4.30  p.  m.     (Received  6.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  reduction  of  this  army  is  a  question  dependent  entirely  on 
the  duty  that  is  expected  of  it.     If  it  is  expected  that  the  threat- 

*See  Meade  to  Halleck,  September  3-J,  1863. 
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eniiig  attitude  against  Lee  is  to  be  maintained,  or,  in  the  event 
of  the  rumor  of  Lee  having  made  any  considerable  detachment 
being  confirmed,  it  is  expected  offensive  operations  shall  be  re- 
sumed— in  either  event — the  reduction  would  be  in  opposition  to  my 
judgment. 

If,  however,  it  is  intended  to  reduce  this  army  to  a  defensive  posi- 
tion merely,  it  would  be  as  well  to  withdraw  it  to  the  nearest  line  in 
front  of  the  defenses  of  Washington,  in  which  case,  should  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  think  proper  to  ignore  any  probable  advance  of  the 
enemy,  it  might  be  materially  reduced.  As  to  the  particular  corps 
to  be  withdrawn,  I  have  no  opinion  to  give ;  it  should  be  a  question 
of  numbers,  and  can  be  solved  by  an  inspection  of  the  tri-monthly 
return  made  for  the  30th  of  September.  I  mean  by  having  no  opin- 
ion that  I  have  no  choice  either  as  to  retaining  or  sending  away  any 
particular  corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Mitchell's  Station, 

October  7,  1863. 
Captain  ITorton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
Rebel  message : 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

Send  me  some  good  guides  for  country  between  Madison  Court-House  and  Wood- 
ville. 

STUART, 

GcTieral. 

CASTLE, 

Signal  Officer. 

[Indorsement.] 

Transmitted  for  General  Kilpatrick's  information. 
Are  there  any  officers  or  intelligent  enlisted  men  in  the  cavalry 
who  were  with  General  Banks  last  year,  and  who  know  the  roads  to 
Stanardsville  and  Gordonsville,  from  Madison  Court-House  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Mitchell's, 

October  7,  1863. 
Captain  Noeton: 
Rebel  message  : 
General  FItzhugh  Lee: 

Unless  you  have  started,  do  not  come  up  imtil  to-morrow,  as  the  main  army  re- 
mains as  before.    The  scout's  report  of  yesterday  was  erroneous. 

*^  S.    [STUART,] 

General. 

PIERCE  and  ADAMS. 
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Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  7,  1803. 
Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  rebel  dispatch  just  intercepted  : 

General  Lee: 

Since  you  were  here  the  wagon  train  near  Mitchell's  Station  has  nearly  disap- 
peared •  gone  toward  Culpeper. 

PITZER, 
Major,  Aide-de-Camp. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


October  7,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  a  division  of  your 
corps,  with  one  battery  of  Napoleons,  move  promptly  to-morrow 
morning  at  4  o'clock,  to  James  City,  and  support  the  cavalry  in  the 
event  of  its  being  attacked.  Should  the  division  bo  forced  to  retire 
by  superior  numbers,  it  will  resume  its  present  position.  Three  days' 
rations  will  be  taken  with  the  command.  The  service  being  tem- 
porary, the  trains  of  the  division  will  remain  with  those  of  the  corps. 
Information  received  to-day  indicates  the  probability  of  a  recon- 
naissance in  force  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  our  right  flank  to- 
morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff . 


Major-General  French  : 

There  was  no  mistake  in  the  name  of  James  City.  It  is  on  the 
road  from  Culpeper  Court-House  to  Madison  Co\irt-Houso,  and  about 
8  miles  from  Culpeper. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Clarksburg,  October  7,  1863. 
Colonel  Mulligan,  Petersburg: 

Imboden  has  been  re-enforcod  with  some  cavalry  from  Loc's  army, 
and  is  preparing  for  an  expedition  near  Woodstock.     Be  on  the  alert 
and  ready  for  him  if  he  intends  paying  his  respects  to  you. 
I  have  advised  Colonel  Campbell. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Sub-District  op  the  Albemarle, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  7,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Norfolk,    Fa.: 

Sir:  Eefugees  from  Edenton  and  vicinity  roprc^scnt  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  that  section  as  follows:  Colonel  Hinton  (of  so-called 
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rangers)  is  said  to  have  recently  returned  from  Raleigh,  with  full 
authority  to  arrest  or  call  into  service  all  persons  not  exempt  from 
military  service.  A  medical  examiner  accomijanies  him,  also  a  force 
(sti'ength  not  stated)  from  Bertie  or  Hertford  County.  They  are 
posted  hack  of  Edenton,  and  the  citizens  of  that  town  are  in  con- 
sternation, having  mostly  lied  to  tlie  woods.  I  have  sent  a  gunboat 
there  to  afford  ijrotection  to  all  who  desire  it,  and  another  to  cruise 
in  the  Chowau  from  Dillard's  to  Winton,  and  perhaps  to  Riddick's 
Ferry. 

A  considerable  force  from  the  Blackwater,  Louisiana  Zouaves,  or 
Tigers,  variously  stated  at  300  to  800,  is  in  the  direction  of  South 
Mills,  to  cover  the  conscription,  and  prevent  a  movement  from 
Norfolk.  A  portion  of  this  force  is  now  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Hertford. 

I  communicate  this  without  passing  through  the  headquarters  of 
General  Peck,  and  recommend  that,  if  practicable,  a  cavalry  recon- 
naissance be  made  from  your  direction,  to  disturb,  if  possible,  the 
operations  of  the  enemy,  and  to  enable  the  citizens  to  escape. 

My  only  means  of  transportation  is  required  to  take  this  to  Roan- 
oke, but  on  its  return  I  shall  send  a  force  of  infantry  to  Edenton  or 
Dillard's,  as  circumstances  may  demand.    The  detachments  will  be 
very  small,  having  but  few  men  fit  for  service. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  8,  18G3 — 3  p.  m.     (Received  2.15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Seven  deserters  from  Anderson's  division,  Ewell's  [A.  P.  Hill's] 
corps,  came  in  yesterday  evening.  They  disprove  the  rumor  that 
this  division  had  been  sent  away,  and  say  that  no  detachments  from 
Lee's  army  have  been  made  since  the  departure  of  Longstreet's  corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  8,  1SG3. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,   Cavalry  Corps  : 

Colonel  :  I  found  this  morning  an  officer  and  sergeant  from  the 
First  Vermont  Cavalry,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  road  from 
Madison  Court-House  to  Gordonsville  and  Stanardsville.  One  of 
them  was  taken  prisoner  and  went  by  way  of  Gordonsville  to  -Rich- 
mond last  year. 

This  morning  my  picket  at  Russell's  Ford  was  attacked,  but  the 
enemy  were  immediately  driven  back.     My  loss  was  1  man  killed. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Third  Division. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  8,  1863—11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Sedgwick,  Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
indications  you  have  reported  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy  to  our 
right  are  confirmed  by  mtercepted  rebel  dispatches  of  last  evening, 
and  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  meet  the  movement  by  the 
cavalry  on  our  right,  and  by  advancing  a  division  of  infantry  to 
James  City  this  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Majar- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


First  Corps,  October  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  following  report  has  just  been  received  from  Brigadier-General 
Cutler,  commanding  First  Division : 

lieutenant-Colonel  Kingsbury,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral : 

Sm :  The  lookout  on  my  left  reports  that  about  3  o'clock  this  p.  m.  the  enemy's 
camp  opposite  my  left  was  broken  up,  and  that  the  troops  moved  in  the  direction 
of  Raccoon  Ford. 

L.  CUTLEE, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding  Mrst  Division. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


October  8,  [1863]— 5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick,  Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  transmit  for  your 
information  the  following  intercepted  dispatch,  transmitted  to  tnese 
headquarters  by  General  Newton,  and  requests  that  you  will  have 
inquiry  made  as  to  whether  any  communication  has  been  made  to 
the  enemy's  pickets  by  officers  of  your  corps  upon  the  subject  of 
the  dispatch  or  any  other. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 

First  Corps,  October  8,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  following 
rebel  message  intercepted  from  Clark's  Mountain  by  Lieutenants 
Wiggins  and  Camp,  signal  officers: 
Brigadier-General  Lee: 

The  First  Corps  pickets  from  the  north  of  Cedar  Run  down.  This  has  been  ascer- 
tained from  the  field  officer  of  the  day  of  the  corps,  who  called  for  our  officer  of  the 
day  to- make  arrangements  about  picket  firing.  I  think  the  Sixth  Corps  has  pickets 
above  the  mouth  of  Ced^  Run. 

EARLY, 
General. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Signal  Dbpt.,  Hdqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Communication  is  open  witli  General  Kilpatrick,  via  Pony  Mount- 
ain and  Thoroughfare. 

The  reason  why  your  question  was  not  previously  answered  was 
on  account  of  the  thickness  of  the  atmosphere  between  Cedar  Mount- 
ain and  Thoroughfare. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Private.]  Hdqes.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  I  feel  desirous  to  do  something,  and  although  my  force 
is  very  small,  I  hope,  by  substituting  the  defense  of  citadels  for  that 
of  the  long  lines,  as  Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  Gloucester,  and  Get- 
ty's line,  outside  of  Portsmouth,  to  obtain  a  small  but  effective  mov- 
able column.  The  sickness  which  has  prevailed  at  Williamsburg, 
Gloucester,  Yorktown,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  North  Car- 
olina, has  very  much  enfeebled  the  troops  and  made  them  for  a 
time  incapable  of  long  marches.  They  are,  however,  available  for 
expeditions  by  water,  and  what  marches  I  may  be  forced  to  make 
can  be  borne  by  the  negro  troops.  This  is  the  case  in  the  expedition 
now  out  scouring  Matthews  County,  of  which  the  infantry  is  wholly 
composed  of  negro  troops.  To  come  to  the  point,  I  propose  (now  that 
I  am  obliged  to  understand  that  the  troops  sent  to  the  Department  of 
the  South  cannot  be  replaced  so  as  to  give  me  force  enough  to  go  to 
Weldon  or  to  take  Fort  Caswell)  to  undertake  little  operations  in 
succession,  calculated  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  and  draw 
off  his  force,  which  can  be  made  very  safe  by  means  of  the  aid  of 
the  navy  and  the  army  gunboats. 

The  first  point  is  Fort  Powhatan,  now  deserted,  which  I  propose 
to  seize  and  turn  into  a  small  but  strong  work  for  us,  from  which  I 
can  commence  a  system  of  cavalry  raids.  Then,  as  soon  as  this  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy  so  as  to  accumulate  force  enough 
to  stop  the  operations  of  the  cavalry,  to  seize  a  point  on  the  other 
shore  of  the  James,  higher  up,  say,  at  Wilcox's  or  Swynyard's 
Wharves,  or  Harrison's  Landing,  and  pursue  the  same  game.  Then, 
Avith  a  small  increase  of  force.  City  Point  may  be  seized  and  forti- 
fied, and  a  dash  be  made  toward  Petersburg.  To  make  sure  of 
taking  it  will  require  quite  an  increase  of  force,  say,  20,000  men ;  but 
this  force  can  be  sent,  if  you  judge  expedient,  at  any  time.  All 
that  I  can  do  now  is  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  from  time  to  time  to 
accumulate  a  force  to  meet  an  apprehended  attack.  If  this  meets 
with  your  approval,  I  will  at  once  enter  upon  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


268  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,   \A.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLI. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  8,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  8.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief: 
Major  Mulford,  in  charge  of  the  flag-of -truce  boat,  who  has  a  good 
opportunity  to  gain  information  while  at  City  Point,  has  informed 
me  that  on  his  last  visit  he  saw  and  heard  enougli  to  convince  him 
that  the  enemy  are  still  sending  troops  to  Bragg,  with  the  determina- 
tion of  holding  General  Rosecrans  in  check,  if  not  defeating  him. 

Jeff.  Davis  left  Richmond  for  the  southwest  day  before  yesterday. 
Everything  indicates  a  determination  to  endeavor  to  regain  tlieir  lost 
ground  in  East  Tennessee.  They  despair  of  being  able  to  take  Chat- 
tanooga, but  expect  to  harass  the  rear  of  General  Rosecrans,  and  to 
defeat  him  if  he  attacks-them.  They  are,  or  pretend  to  be,  nervous 
lest  General  Rosecrans  should  not  attack. 

The  attack  on  the  Ironsides  in  Charleston  Harbor  was  connected 
with  some  torpedo  arrangement,  the  exact  nature  of  which  could  not 
be  ascertained.     It  did  not  meet  with  success. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  1863—6.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  General  Gregg  to 
concentrate  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  march  day  and  night  until  he 
reaches  Culpeper  Court-House.  He  will  leave  one  regiment  to  aid 
General  Terry  in  guarding  the  railroad. 

General  Kilpatrick  will  be  directed  to  watch  the  Madison  Court- 
House  and  Woodville  road,  as  well  as  the  roads  leading  to  Culpeper 
Court-House  which  he  now  watches,  and  if  the  enemy  moves  in 
force  on  the  Woodville  road  he  will  attack  him  and  impede  his  prog- 
ress to  the  utmost. 

General  Buford  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  force  a  passage  at  Ger- 
manna  Ford,  pursue  the  enemy,  and  endeavor  to  uncover  Morton's 
Ford,  communicating  with  General  Newton,  commanding  Fii'st 
Corps,  who  is  instructed  to  force  a  passage  there  also.  This  being 
effected,  he  will  continue  to  follow  the  enemy,  reporting  his  progress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 
Concentrate  your  command  at  Culpeper  Court-House  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  marching  by  night  and  day.     Leave  one  regiment  to 
aid  General  Terry,  defending  the  railroad.     Bring  in  your  pickets. 
Acknowledge  receipt  of  this  dispatch  at  once. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pleasonton: 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  just  received  : 

Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kingsbury, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Army  Corps: 
Sir  :  Reveille  was  sounded  in  tJie  rebel  camps  in  my  front  at  3. 30  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing. From  the  top  of  Stone-House  Mountain  no  camps  can  be  discovered  in  my  front. 
Tlie  picket  line  directly  in  my  front  is  very  much  v^eakened.  The  enemy  seem  to 
move  southwest.  Whether  they  are  falling  back  or  concentrating  to  our  right,  or 
moving  for  the  Shenandoah,  of  course  I  have  no  means  of  judging.  Not  only  tlie 
t"iits  and  men,  but  most  of  the  smokes  have  disappeared  opposite  Morton's  Ford. 
I  have  an  officer  on  the  mountain,  and  will  report  any  further  discoveries.  Trains 
as  well  as  men  moved  southwest. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

L.  CUTLER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  general  officer  of  the  day  reports  the  enemy's  lines  opposite  are 
remarkably  quiet.  Says  no  cannon  are  to  be  seen  in  the  earth-works. 
Ollicca"  of  Second  Division  reports  that  no  reveille  was  heard  this 
nioruing,  and  that  pickets  are  fewer  than  ordinary.  Have  sent  staff 
ollicers  to  see.     The  Second  Division  is  on  the  right  of  tny  line. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 

The  rebels,  except  their  pickets,  have  all  gone  away  from  our  front.  Everything 
is  quiet  this  morning  whei'e  usually  they  held  forth  for  two  or  three  hours  at  a  time. 
One  of  Company  K's  corporals  went  down  to  the  rebel  reserve  picket  last  night  un- 
perceived  and  overheard  the  conversation,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Yankees 
would  soon  find  out  if  many  more  troops  were  taken  away  from  here;  that  three  of 
E well's  brigades  went  away  to  Bragg  yesterday,  and  that  it  was  the  determination 
of  Davis  to  re-enforce  Bragg  with  every  man  he  had. 

D.  J.  HYNES, 

Captain,  &e. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davies, 

Commanding  Brigade: 
General:  The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  moving  in  heavy  force 
frum  Madison  Court-House.     The  general  directs  that  you  have 
yijur  whole  command  under  arms  and  send  the  same  force  to  Crig- 
lersville  yoii  had  before. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Cokps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  Davies,  Jr., 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 
General:  The  enemy  have  halted  about  8  miles  from  Madison 
Court-Souse,  toward  Orange  Court-House,  and  have  gone  into  camp. 
The  general  commanding  division  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  go 
into  camp  as  usual,  observing,  however,  the  greatest  caution  and 
vigilance  on  the  river. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division   Cavalry  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Custer, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
General:  The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  moving  in  heavy  force 
from  the  direction  of  Madison  Court-House. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  use  the  greatest 
vigilance  along  your  picket  line  on  the  river,  and  keep  your  com- 
mand supplied  with  two  days'  rations  and  one  day's  forage,  and 
hold  yourself  ready  to  move  at  short  notice. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


^iRST  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  indications  are  that  the  enemy  are  evacuating  from  their  right 
toward  their  left.  No  change  at  Somerville  Ford.  So  far  as  seen, 
two  guns  are  at  Somerville  Ford. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major- General. 

First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General-  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  from  Lieutenant  Carrington,  my  aide-de-camp,  re- 
ceived: 

Appearances  indicate  that  Colonel  Prey's  report  is  correct.  No  guns  are  hi  sight 
opposite  the  church.  The  batteries  opposite  the  church  have  been  removed.  Not 
more  than  5  of  the  enemy  are  in  sight  besides  the  picket.  The  picket  line  is  about 
as  usual.     I  see  a  regiment  at  Somerville  Ford  moving  to  the  rear;  at  least  150  men. 

Part  of  Colonel  Prey's  report  -was  telegraphed  you  as  the  general  officer  of  the 
day.  The  enemy's  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Raccoon  Ford,  above  and  below,  have 
been  removed.     The  enemy's  troop  have  been  seen  filing  back  over  the  hills. 

This  postscrijit  is  from  the  information  of  two  staflp  officers  whom 
I  sent  down  there  to  investigate  after  hearing  from  the  picket. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General, 
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Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  dispatch  was  received  from  signal  ofiicer  on  Cedar 
Mountain- 

October  9,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
General  Anderson  and  his  command  have  jiist  left. 

FERGUSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General:  I  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Morton's  Ford  to-mor- 
row morning  by  daylight  with  the  First  Corps.     Any  communica- 
tions from  General  feuford  or  others  will  find  me  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN"  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Copy  sent  to  General  Pleasonton,  with  instructions  to  forward  to 
Buford. 


First  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  picket  officer  on  our  left  reports  that  the  enemy's  pickets  have 
been  relieved  by  cavalry.     No  news  from  the  center  or  right. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863—4.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  the  following 
rebel  message  intercepted  from  Clark's  Mountain  by  Lieutenants 
Wiggins  and  Camp,  signal  officers: 

General  Lee  : 
General  Ewell  wishes  you  to  have  our  pickets  relieved  by  cavalry  guards  as  soon 

as  possible.     General  Gordon  with of  his  regiment  to  join  General  Early 

and  send  another as  soon  as  relieved. 

PENDLETON, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 
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October  9,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Buf ord  has  been  ordered  to  force  a  passage  at  Germanna  as 
soon  as  possible  and  follow  the  enemy,  and  endeavor  to  open  Morton's 
Foi'd  in  conjunction  with  your  corps.  You  will,  therefore,  as  soon 
as  you  learn  that  General  JBuf ord  has  crossed  at  Germanna,  endeavor 
to  carry  Morton's  Ford,  and,  upon  doing  so,  will  await  the  arrival  of 
General  Buford  and  follow  and  support  him,  moving  up  the  river. 
You  will  keep  the  major-general  commanding  advised  of  everything 
important  that  transpires,  and  will  also  advise  General  Sedgwick  of 
your  crossing  and  of  your  movements,  as  he  will  be  directed,  in  the 
event  of  your  success,  to  endeavor  to  cross  at  the  fords  in  his  front 
and  move  in  conjunction  with  your  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  9,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  in  the  event  of  your 
crossing  the  Rapidan  sucessfuUy,  and  in  moving  up  the  river  uncover 
the  front  of  General  Sedgwick  and  put  yourself  in  communication 
with  him.  You  will  take  position  on  the  heights  opposite  the  rail- 
road crossing.  The  cavalry  will  follow  the  enemy  in  the  direction 
of  Orange  Court-House. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  18G3— 7.30p.  m. 
Commanding   Officer  Cavalry   Corjjs  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  General  Buford  will 
inform  General  Newton  as  soon  as  he  has  crossed  at  Germanna. 
General  Newton  will  then  cross  at  Morton's  Ford  and  await  the 
arrival  of  Buford.  General  Buford  will  follow  the  enemy  up  the 
river.  Newton  will  follow  and  support.  Sedgwick  will  in  succession 
cross  at  the  fords  of  his  front  and  join  in  the  support  of  the  cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  9,  1863—7.45  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Buford  has  been  ordered  to  cross  at  Germanna  with  his 
division,  and  to  aid  General  Newton  in  effecting  a  passage  at  Mor- 
ton's Ford.  General  Newton  is  ordered  to  cross  at  Morton's  Ford, 
if  practicable,  as  soon  as  he  learns  that  General  Buford  has  crossed 
at  Germanna,  and  await  the  arrival  of  Buford,  who  will  move  up  the 
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river,  and,  with  Newton,  co-oporate  with  you  in  tlio  execution  of  your 
orders.  General  Newton  will  inform  you  of  his  passage  of  the  river. 
You  will  hold  your  corps  in  readiness  to  move.  Concentrate  it  as 
soon  as  you  learn  that  Newton  has  crossed,  and  endeavor  to  cross  at 
such  point  as  you  may  deem  best,  Newton  with  the  First  Corps  and 
Buford  with  his  cavalry  co-operating  with  you.  In  the  event  of 
your  being  successful,  General  Newton  has  been  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  heights  opposite  the  railroad  crossing  of  tlie  Eapidan, 
while  the  cavalry  follows  the  enemy  toward  Orange  Court-House. 
You  will  take  up  a  position  in  conjunction  with  him.  You  will 
keep  the  major-general  commanding  advised  of  your  movements, 
and  keep  in  communication-  with  General  Newton. 

Additional  information  received  shows  that  the  enemy  is  either 
falling  back  or  moving  to  turn  our  right  flank. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquakters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  think  there  has  been  a  mistake  in  the  report  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  have  been  relieved  by  cavalry  on  the  left.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  field  officer  of  the  day  on  the  left,  stating 
that  the  enemy's  pickets  have  not  been  relieved  by  cavalry.  This  is 
to  correct  the  statement  of  another  officer  of  the  pickets. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 

October  9,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
General  Benham, 

Comdg.  Engineer  Brigade,  Rappahannock  Station : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  Colonel 
Spaulding  with  200  enlisted  men  at  Rappahannock  Station  in  charge 
of  twenty-three  of  the  pontoons  and  equipage  now  at  that  place.  You 
will,  with  the  remainder  of  your  command  and  the  remainder  of  the 
pontoons,  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Washington,  and  there 
prepare  pontoons  and  equipage  and  obtain  the  animals  to  transport 
the  same  so  as  to  have  sufficient  number  of  boats  to  build  two  bridges 
across  the  Rappahannock  at  Fredericksburg.  You  will  make  these 
preparations  with  the  utmost  dispatch  and  hold  yourself  ready  to 
I)roceed  by  water  to  Aquia  Creek  Landing  and  cross  from  there  to 
the  vicinity  of  Falmouth. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863—9'  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  picket  officer  on  the  right  reports  that  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
his  front  have  not  been  relieved  by  cavalry. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 
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October  9,  1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Firsi-  Corps  : 

In  reply  to  your  inquirj^  General  Buford  has  been  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  fact  of  Ms  having  crossed  as  soon  as  he  is  over. 
Immediately  upon  your  hearing  from  him  that  he  has  crossed,  you 
will  at  once  move  to  cross.  Have  your  force  in  position  in  readiness 
to  cross.     Buford  will  probably  be  over  the  river  bv  daylight. 

A.  A.  HUMt'HREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  1863—10.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  coriimanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  point  where  General  Newton  has  his  head- 
quarters, and  there  mass  it,  screened  from  the  observation  of  the 
enemy.  The  movement  should  be  made  promptly  immediately 
upon  receipt  of  this  order,  not  later  than  2  a.  m.  The  regiment  in 
Culpeper  will  be  left  there.  Your  ammunition  train  and  ambu- 
lances will  accompany  you,  the  other  trains  will  be  left. 

Upon  reaching  the  point  designated  you  will  hold  your  command 
ready  to  support  General  Newton  and  General  Sedgwick,  upon 
being  so  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding.  A  copy  of 
the  instructions  to  those  officers  is  sent  herewith.  General  Newton's 
headquarters  are  in  telegraphic  communication  with  these  head- 
quarters. They  are  near  the  house  marked  J.  M.  Colvin  on  the 
map. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  9,  1863—10.45  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officers  First  and  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
Major-General  Sykes  has  been  directed  to  move  the  Fifth  Corps  to 
the  vicinity  of  General  Newton's  headquarters  by  daylight,  and 
there  mass  it  in  the  woods  screened  from  the  observation  of  the 
enemy.  It  will  be  held  ready  to  support  General  Newton,  should 
he  require  it,  in  crossing  the  river  or  subsequently,  or  to  support 
Generals  Sedgwick  and  Newton,  should  they  require  support  at  any 
time  during  me  operations  assigned  to  their  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  9,  1863—11  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  move- 
ments ordered  for  to-morrow  are  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  enemy  is  retiring  from  the  Rapidan,    This  supposition  may 
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prove  to  be  erroneous,  aad  the  commanding  general  desires  that  you 
will  exercise  prudence  in  the  operations  to  be  conducted  by  you,  and 
not  make  unnecessary  sacrifice  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river 
should  the  enemy  show  himself  in  strong  force,  or,  in  the  ulterior 
operations,  should  he  be  found  in  superior  force  and  position.  Care 
will  be  taken  to  keep  open  communication  with  the  rear. 

The  ammunition  trains  should  not  be  taken  across  the  river,  but 
arrangements  made  to  take  ammunition  to  the  front  by  pack  mules 
from  the  fords.  Major-General  Newton  will  communicate  which  of 
the  fords  proves  to  be  the  most  advantageous  for  Major-General 
Sykes  to  cross  at,  whether  Morton's  or  Raccoon  Ford,  or  any  other, 
according  to  the  circumstances  then  existing. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  General  Sedgwick. ) 


OCTOBEK  9,  1863— 11. 15  p.  m. 
The  following  dispatch  will  be  sent  to  General  Sykes  at  daylight 
at  the  station  where  General  Newton's  headquarters  now  are. 

A.  A.  H.     [HUMPHREYS.] 

Major-General  Stkes, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  when  you  arrive  in 
the  vicinity  of  General  Newton's  headquarters,  as  specified,  you  be 
prepared  to  move  across  the  Rapidan  by  Morton's  Ford  or  by  Rac- 
coon Ford,  and  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  routes  by  which 
these  fords  are  best  approached.  Your  ammunition  trains  will  not 
cross  the  river,  but  will  be  left  near  the  fords,  and  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  take  forward  such  infantry  ammunition  as  may  be 
required  by  pack  mules  from  the  fords. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  9,  1863. 

Corps  commanders  will  at  once  have  their  commands  in  readiness 
to  move  at  very  short  notice. 

The  five  days'  rations  heretofore  directed  to  be  carried  in  knap- 
sacks will  be  immediately  issued  and  placed  in  the  knapsacks. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Addressed  to  commanding  officers  First  Corps,  Second  Corps, 
Third  Corps,  Fifth  Corps,  and  Sixth  Corps,  and  provost-marshal- 
general.) 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863. 
General  Humphreys: 

General:  I  have  received  two  telegrams,  one  notifying  me  Gen- 
eral Sykes  was  to  be  sent  down  to  my  present  headquarters,  another 
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that  I  was  to  exercise  caution  in  crossing.  If  information  is  certain, 
audacity  is  prudence,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  with  the 
First  Corps  leading,  I  would  like  to  have  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps 
as  a  reserve.  As  to  the  point  of  crossing,  I  know  nothing  definite 
of  the  depth  of  water,  my  pickets  not  being  able  to  approach  near 
enough  to  obtain  it.  Morton's  Ford,  militarily,  is  half-and-half, 
according  to  who  attacks,  the  advantage  being  on  the  side  of  the 
defense.  Raccoon  Ford  is  impregnable.  This  in  both  cases  is  on 
the  supposition  that  the  enemy  is  in  force. 

If  an  attack  is  to  be  made,  I  respectfully  recommend  a  strong 
column  on  one  point  sufficient  to  compensate  for  losses.  With  the 
First  Corps  I  can  carry,  I  think,  any  point  on  the  river,  except  Rac- 
coon Ford,  but  I  mustbe  supported,  unless  information  at  headquar- 
ters is  positive  that  the  enemy  has  evacuated. 

Finally,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  First,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps,  in  the  order  mentioned,  take  the  lead  and  be  concentrated  on 
one  point.     I  can  go  anywhere  with  such  a  column. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-General. 


October. 9,  18G3— 7  p.  m. 

(Received  7.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

A  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  has  taken  place  to-day. 
His  force  guarding  the  Rapidan  has  been  visibly  diminished.  A 
column  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  has  been  seen  moving  from 
Gordonsville  to  Madison  Court-House.  What  his  intentions  are  is 
as  yet  uncertain.  Whether  falling  back  from  the  Rapidan,  or  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement  against  me  by  way  of  Madison  Oourt-Houso 
and  Weaverville,  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  have  directed  one  division 
of  cavalry  to  cross  the  Rapidan,  if  practicable,  at  German  na,  and 
follow  the  enemy  if  in  retreat.  Another  division  of  cavalry  is  posted 
to  watch  and  meet  any  movement  from  Madison  Court-House.  The 
rest  of  the  army  will  be  held  in  hand  to  meet  either  contingency,  to 
pursue  in  case  Lee  is  withdrawing,  or  meet  his  flank  movement  in 
the  event  of  such  proving  to  be  his  intention. 

The  enemy's  pickets  were  overheard  to  say  last  night  that  the 
Yankees  would  soon  find  out  that  more  troops  had  been  sent  to 
Bragg,  and  it  is  reported  three  brigades  from  EwoU's  corps  have 
been  recently  sent. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  81.  i  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  9,  1863. 

******* 

IV.  Major-General  Peck,  commanding  District  of  North  Caro- 
lina, will  order  the  following-named  regiments  to  be  prepared  to 
come  to  this  point.  The  regiments  will  bring  their  camp  and  garri- 
son equipage.  Ninth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Twenty- 
third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Twenty-seventh  Regi- 
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meiit  Massacnusetts  Volunteers,  Eighty-first  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  Ninety-eighth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

General  Heckman  will  come  in  command.  Transportation  will  be 
sent  for  the  troops. 

*  *  *  4:  Ms  4:  4: 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers  will  prepare  the  regiment  to  be  embarked  for  New 
Berne,  N.  C. 

VII.  The  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  Wis- 
consin Volunteers  will  at  once  prepare  his  regiment  to  be  embarked 
for  New  Berne,  N.  C,  on  steamer  Convoy. 

*  *  *  *  *  !|:  * 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Private.]  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  8th,  marked  "private,"  is  just  re- 
ceived. 

Your  effective  force  by  your  last  return  was  over  19,000  men. 
You  hold  many  important  places  and  have  a  very  long  line  of 
defense.  Yet,  it  is  desirable,  as  you  say,  that  something  active 
shoiild  be  done  by  your  armj%  at  least  to  annoy  the  enemy  and  keep 
in  chock  a  part  of  his  forces,  if  nothing  more. 

As  Burnside  could  not  be  persuaded  to  go  to  Rosecrans'  assistance 
(I  telcgrajihed  to  him  fifteen  times  to  do  so,  and  the  President  three 
or  four  times),  it  became  necessary  to  send  him  two  corps  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  thus  destroying  all  our  plans  here.  Had  it 
not  been  for  this  contreteni'ps,  I  proposed  to  re-enforce  you,  so  that 
you  could  co-operate  with  Meade.  The  only  object,  or,  at  least,  the 
main  one,  of  holding  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  has  been  to  keep 
open  the  road  to  West  Point,  from  which  place  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  must  get  its  supplies,  if  the  enemy  falls  back  to  the 
defenses  of  Richmond.  At  jjresent  it  seems  impossible  to  give  you 
much  assistance  without  breaking  up  Meade's  army. 

I  am  very  certain  that  a  large  detachment  from  Lee's  army  has 
been  sent  west,  and  that  Meade  is  greatly  superior  to  him  in  num- 
bers. Nevertheless,  Meade  seems  unwilling  to  attack  him  without 
positive  orders.  To  order  a  general  to  give  battle  against  his  own 
wishes  and  judgment  is  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  probable 
defeat.  If  a  general  is  unwilling  to  fight,  ne  is  not  likely  to  gain  a 
victory.  That  army  fights  well  when  attacked,  but  all  its  generals 
have  been  unwilling  to  attack,  even  very  inferior  numbers.  It  cer- 
tainly is  a  very  strange  phenomenon. 

I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  localities  in  your  department 
to  advise  exactly  what  you  had  better  undertake.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  an  attempt  to  hold  so  many  points  on  the  James 
River  will  so  weaken  your  active  forces  that  you  can  accomplish 
nothing  of  importance.     Fort  Pow^hatan  would,  I  think,  be  of  very 
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little  advantage  to  either  party.     However,  I  leave  tliat  matter  to 
joxiT  own  discretion. 

General  Meade  telegraphed  last  night  that  Lee's  army  was  in 
motion,  but  with  what  object  he  did  not  yet  know.  Possibly  an 
engagement  may  follow.  If  I  get  important  information  from  that 
quarter  it  will  be  telegraphed  to  you.  I  wish  I  had  an  additi(mal 
force  to  send  you,  for  I  am  confident  you  would  give  it  some  emploj''- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  10,  1SG3— 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 

When  King  Joseph  wrote  to  Napoleon  that  he  could  not  ascertain 
the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  army  the  Emperor  replied: 
•'Attack  him  and  you  will  soon  find  out."  Telegrams  from  the  west 
say  that  additional  troops  from  Lee's  army  are  arriving  there. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863—12  noon. 

(Received  12.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  telegram  of  10. 30  received.  Orders  were  last  night  given 
for  a  division  of  cavalry  to  cross  at  Germanna  Ford  and  the  two 
infantry  corps  on  the  river  were  ordered  to  cross  as  soon  as  the  cav- 
alry had  effected  the  passage  on  their  left.  No  intelligence  has  yet 
been  received  from  the  cavalry  at  Germanna.  On  my  right,  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  in  force,  have  crossed  Robertson's  River,  from 
Madison  Court-House,  and  are  now  engaged  with  my  cavalry.  Every 
indication  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  at- 
tacking me  are  supported  by  a  large  force  of  infautry,  and  there  are 
some  reasons  to  believe  there  is  a  movement  into  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  As  yet  matters  are  undeveloped,  but  I  am  quite  positive 
no  troops  have  left  Lee's  army  for  the  West,  unless  so  very  recently 
as  to  have  precluded  the  possibility  of  their  arrival  there  being 
announced  by  telegraph. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington, 
October  10,  1863—4.56  p.  m. 
General  Meade  : 
Am  interested  with  your  dispatch  of  noon.     How  is  it  now  ^ 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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OCTOBEK  10,  1863—0.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5.50  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  enemy  have  succeeded  with  their  cavalry  in  forcing  back  my 
cavalry  and  infantry  support,  and  seizing  Thoi'oughfare  Mountain, 
on  which  was  posted  my  signal  officer.  This  has  enabled  them  to 
cover  their  flanK  movement. 

From  a  deserter  and  prisoners  I  learn  that  A.  P.  Hill's  whole  corps 
and  part  of  Ewell's  are  turning  my  right  flank,  moving  from  Madi- 
son Court-House  to  Sperryville.  Long  wagon  trains  and  beef  cattle 
accompany  the  column.  I  have  no  news  from  the  cavalry  on  my 
left,  although  firing  has  been  heard  in  that  direction.  As  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  maintain  my  present  position  with  so  consider- 
able a  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  my  rear  and  communications, 
I  shall,  to-night,  withdraw  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock, 
and  endeavor,  by  means  of  the  cavalry,  to  find  out  what  the  enemy 
propose.     My  belief  now  is  that  his  movements  are  offensive. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


October  10,  1863—1.45  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

Dispatch  is  received.    No  change  is  deemed  necessary  in  the  in- 
structions. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  are  moving  toward  our  right  from  Madison  Court-House,  and 
directs  that  you  mace  your  corps  in  position  to  meet  an  attack  from 
the  direction  of  James  City  and  from  the  direction  of  the  Sperryville 
pike.  The  division  of  your  corps  at  James  City,  if  obliged  to  retire 
by  superior  numbers,  will  fall  back  to  the  position  now  indicated  for 
your  corps.  General  Sykes  has  advanced  to  where  General  New- 
ton's headquarters  were  yesterday,  but  will  be  withdrawn  to  his  posi- 
tion in  front  of  Culpeper  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary.  The 
Second  Corps  will  co-operate  with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  10,  [1863J— 8  a.  m. 
Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  inclosed  communication  was  just  received. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Rappahannock  River, 

October  10,  18G3— C.30  a.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  overtook  General  Bn ford's 
command  at  5. 30  p.  m.  He  was  marching  in  the  direction  of  Mor- 
ton's Ford,  hut,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  slight  skirmishing,  was 
delayed,  and  in  consequence  of  those  delays  I  was  unahle  to  send 
word  to  you  last  night.  The  roads  to  the  fords  were  blockaded,  and 
it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  send  an  orderly. 

I  will  remain  with  the  general  to-day,  and  will  inform  you  from 
time  to  time  how  he  gets  along.     He  captured  65  prisoners. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  NOLAN, 
Lieutenant,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 


October  10,  1863—9  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  is  moving  from  Madison  Court-House  upon  our  right.  It  is 
not  yet  ascertained  whether  this  is  a  movement  of  their  whole  army 
upon  our  flank.  Should  it  prove  to  be  so,  the  whole  army  will  be 
concentrated  around  Culpeper  Court-House.  You  will,  therefore, 
hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  back  to  Cul- 
peper. General  Newton  will,  in  such  event,  place  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion heretofore  indicated  for  him,  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  [1863]— 9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Caldwell, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  place  the  Second 
Corps  in  position  immediately  to  meet  an  advance  of  the  enemy  from 
the  direction  of  Sperry  ville,  and  co-operate  with  General  French,  who 
is  ordered  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of 
James  City,  and  from  the  Sperryville  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  are  moving  toward  our  right  from  Madison  Court-House, 
and  directs  that  you  place  your  corps  in  position  to  meet  an  attack 
from  the  direction  of  James  City  and  from  the  direction  of  the 
Sperryville  pike.  The  division  of  your  corps  at  James  City,  if 
obliged  to  retire  by  superior  numbers,  will  fall  back  to  the  position 
now  indicated  for  your  corps. 
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General  Sykes  has  advanced  to  where  General  Newton's  head- 
quarters were  yesterday,  but  will  be  withdrawn  to  his  position  in 
front  of  Culpeper  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary.  The  Second 
Corps  will  co-operate  with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Mqjor-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863—9.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  yourself  in 
readiness  to  return  to  your  former  position  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  enemy  are  advancing  upon  our  right  from  Madison  Court- 
Hoiise,  but  the  attack  has  not  yet  fully  developed  itself.  Have  you 
heard  from  General  Newton,  and  where  is  he? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Morton's  Ford,  October  10,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Sir:  The  enemy  attacked  the  rear  guard,  and  a  very  lively  skir- 
mish occurred.     Our  cavalry  made  a  gallant  charge.     All  our  troops 
have  crossed  the  ford. 

NICHOLAS  NOLAN, 
Lieutenant  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  get  your  trains 
well  in  your  rear  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  so  that  they  may 
move  either  to  Rappahannock  Station  by  the  road  on  the  south  side 
of  the  railroad  or  to  Kelly's  Ford.  Ammunition  and  ambulance 
trains  are  not  included. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  courier  has  just  brought  back  a  verbal  message  from  General 
Prince  that"  Stuart  is  crossing  the  river  to  attack  him.     I  supposed 
that  our  cavalry  was  in  his  front. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 
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Headqtjartees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863—10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Army  Corps : 
It  is  intended  by  the  major-general  commanding  that  your  line  of 
battle  be  formed  near  to,  and  in  part  on  that  selected  by  you  some 
time  since,  your  left  being  in  connection  with  the  right  of  the  Fifth 
Corps,  which  corps  will  return  to  its  position  as  soon  as  the  full  char- 
acter of  the  enemy's  movements  is  developed,  if  it  should  prove  to 
be  an  advance  of  his  army  on  onr  right  flank. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

fP.  S.] — The  position  of  your  division  on  the  SpeiTyville  pike,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  dispatch,  is  not  well  known  to  the  commanding 
general.  You  call  it  the  Second  Division,  which  is  General  Prince's, 
now  near  James  City. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[October  10,  1863.] 
General  Humphreys: 

Prince's  old  camp,  his  left  at  Pendleton's,  is  the  position  of  the 
Second  Division  referred  to.  I  have  a  strong  position,  but  about  a 
mile  from  Stone-House  Mountain,  which  commands  the  Sperryville 
road.  That  point  is  too  salient  for  our  line.  It  would  not  do  to 
occupy  it,  as  it  can  be  turned  on  either  side  easily. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 

[P.  S.l — I  should  like  a  staff  officer  from  general  headquarters  to 
see  the  disposition. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863— 5. 50  p.  m. 
Major-General  French  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  General 
Prince  as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  and  be  prepared  with  your  corps  to  make 
a  night  march. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  &c. 


October  10  1863—10.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Prince  has  just  sent  in  an  aide  to  report  that  the  enemy 
crossed  this  morning ;  that  he  sent  a  regiment  to  support  the  cav- 
alrj^  (One  hundred  and  twentieth  New  York);  that  it  was  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and  charged  by  the  enemy,  and  nearly  all  captured. 
He  reports  himself  in  a  good  position. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Third  Corps. 
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Headquarters, 
October  10,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  Smith, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel  :  The  enemy  crossed  the  river,  about  2  miles  above  the 
ford,  with  artillery  and  cavalry.      Heavy  skirmishing  took  place, 
our  men  driving  them  back.     I  saw  six  guns.     We  are  returning 
slowly. 

NICHOLAS  NOLAN. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863—10.25  a.  m. 
As  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  enemy  may  follow  in  force  the 
movement  of  the  army  to-morrow,  the  commanding  general  directs 
that  corps  commanders  will  remain  at  the  rear  of  their  commands, 
so  that  they  may  at  the  earliest  moment  receive  any  instructions 
the  commanding  general  may  wish  to  send  to  them. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(To  commanding  officers.) 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  October  10,  1863. 

(Copy  received  at  War  Department  12.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Stoneman, 

Chief  of  Cavalry  Bureau: 
I  desire  the  Reserve  Brigade,  or  such  portions  of  it  as  are  able  to 
move,  to  join  me  without  the  least  delay.  My  cavalry  is  now  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  and  I  am  in  expectation  of  the  most  active 
operations,  in  which  1  shall  require  every  mounted  man  I  can  raise. 
Please  send  them  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


October  10,  1863—1  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  major-general  commanding  desires 
to  know  whether  heavy  artillery  on  Piney  Mountain  would  be  serv- 
iceable to  you  ?    If  so,  it  can  be  sent  to  you  from  the  reserve. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Lieutenant  Ordway,  of  General  Prince's  staff,  has  just  been  here 
and  reported  that  General  Prince  had  assumed  command  of  the  wholp 
force,  and  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  enemy  is  greatly  superior  to 
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him,  and  would  probably  turn  his  position  there,  and  that  he  deemed 
it  j)rudent  to  retire,  which  he  is  now  doing  very  slowly,  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy,  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  bringing  up  the  rear.  He  also 
states  that  about  75  of  the  120  have  been  taken  prisoners. 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Third  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  18G3— 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  French  : 

It  is  reported  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  General 
Prince  is  falling  back.  You  will  direct  General  Prince  to  support 
the  cavalry,  and  not  to  fall  back  unless  pressed  by  superior  num- 
bers. So  long  as  General  Kilpatrick  maintains  his  position,  General 
Prince  should  not  fall  back. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General    Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Telegraph :  General  Prince  has  since  reported  that  he  is  going  to 
hold  on  and  has  only  changed  his  front.  Kilpatrick  is  still  in  posi- 
tion. 

WM.  H.  FEENCH. 


October  10,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  return  immedi- 
ately to  your  former  position  in  front  of  Culpeper,  and  place  your 
troops  in  position  there.  You  will  hold  them  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice.  The  trains  will  be  held  ready  to  move  to  rear 
at  a  moment's  notice,  and  probably  along  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General    and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  10,  1863. 
General  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  Fifth  Corps  has  been  massed  at  the  point  designated  since  8 
a.  m.     I  am  at  Colvin's  house. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General. 


October  10,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officers  First  and  Sixth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sykes  has  been  ordered  to  return  to  his  former  position  at 
once.  The  Sixth  and  Second  Corps  will  be  held  ready  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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CiiicuLAR.]  Headquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1803—4  p.  m. 

Trains,  excepting  ammunition  and  ambulance,  will  at  once  fall 
back  to  beyond  Rappahannock  Station,  along  the  two  roads  adjoin- 
ing the  railroad  and  along  the  road  to  Kelly's  Ford. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  road:  First,  the  Third  Corps  trains;  sec- 
ond, the  Fifth  Corps  trains. 

On  the  road  south  side  of  the  railroad :  First,  the  Second  Cor])s 
trains;  second,  the  Sixth  Corps  trains;  third.  Reserve  Artillery. 

By  Kelly's  Ford,  the  First  Corps  trains. 

The  depot  at  Culpeper  will  be  broken  up  and  moved  back  to 
Bealeton. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


October  10,  1863—4.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  fall  back  to  your 
former  position  on  the  Stevensburg  road  as  soon  as  it  is  dark.  Re- 
l^ort  yoiir  arrival  at  former  position.  Your  trains,  except  ammuni- 
tion and  ambulances,  have  been  directed  to  move  to  Kelly's  Ford. 
General  Sedgwick  has  been  ordered  to  move  back  at  the  same  time 
you  move  and  occupy  the  position  on  the  left  of  Sykes. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  it  is  dark 
you  fall  back  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  on 
the  ground  that  General  Newton  was  directed  to  occupy  in  the  event 
of  falling  back.  It  is  in  front  of  Culpeper,  and  extends  from  the 
vicinity  of  General  Sykes'  old  headquarters  (Green's  house)  to  the 
left  of  the  railroad,  as .  far  as  the  ridge  runs.  General  Newton  is 
directed  to  fall  back  at  the  same  hour  to  his  former  position  on  the 
Stevensburg  road.  Report  your  arrival.  Your  trains  have  been 
ordered  back  to  beyond  Rappahannock  Station. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply  to  your 
disi)atch  just  received,  that  the  position  to  which  you  are  to  fall  back 
is  the  same  as  that  which  you  occupied  when  you  moved  to  relieve 
General  Slocum.  You  are  to  withdraw  pickets  and  everything. 
Your  trains  are  probably  already  in  motion  toward  Kelly's  Ford, 
to  which  point  you  will  also  probably  withdraw  to-night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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OCTOBBR  10,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  instead  of  halting  iu 
front  of  Culpeper  Court-House  and  taking  position  in  connection 
with  the  Fifth  Corps,  you  pass  to  this  side  of  Culpeper  Court-House 
and  Mountain  Run,  and  mass  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  so 
as  to  be  in  position  to  move  to-morrow  morning  at  about  3  o'clock. 
Orders  for  the  march  will  be  sent  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  10,  fises]— 9.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

General  :  In  the  event  of  our  moving  back,  would  not  it  be 
advisable  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  across  Cedar  Run,  and  even 
take  up  some  of  the  rails,  destroy  the  ties,  &c.  ?  The  pickets  report 
the  same  picket  line  opposite. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  10,  [1803]— 9.46  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Cornmanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  In  consequence  of  information  received,  you  will  place 
the  brigade  now  with  you  in  position  on  the  Sperryville  road  to 
watch  the  enemy  and  support  Kilpatrick  against  any  movement  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  on  his  right.  Send  me  early  and  frequent 
reports  concerning  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General. 

October  10,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commauding  directs  that  upon  reaching  Rap- 
pahannock Station  your  corps  will  be  massed  and  held  in  readiness 
to  move,  until  the  covering  corps  arrive,  so  that  in  the  event  of  its 
being,  required  in  the  rear,  it  will  be  available. 
Very  respectfully,  &;c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered  for  to-morrow, 
October  11,  1863: 

1.  The  Third  Corps  will  move  to  the  ford  on  the  Hazel  River  on  the 
road  it  followed  in  the  march  to  Culpeper  Ccfurt-House,  and  from 
thence  to  Sulphur  Springs,  and  take  position  on  the  Rappahannock 
in  that  vicinity,  extending  toward  Freeman's  Ford;  will  take  the  eight 
pontoons  to  use  in  crossing  the  rivers,  if  it  should  prove  necessary. 
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2.  The  Second  Corps  will  move  along  the  north  side  of  the  rail- 
road to  Rappahannock  Station,  crossing  the  Rappahannock  on  the 
pontoon  bridge  above  the  railroad  bridge,  and  move  up  to  Freeman's 
Ford,  and  take  position  there,  extending  in  the  direction  of  Beverly- 
Ford. 

3.  The  Sixth  Corps  will  move  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad 
crossing  at  Rappahannock  Station,  extending  toward  Kelly's  Ford. 

4.  The  Fifth  Corps  will  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad 
crossing  the  Rappahannock  by  the  pontoon  bridge  above  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  take  position  between  Rappahannock  Station  and  Bev- 
erly Ford. 

5.  The  First  Corps  will  move  to  Kelly's  Ford  and  cross  the  river  at 
that  place  on  a  bridge  to  be  laid  to-night,  taldng  position  at  that 
ford,  and  extending  toward  the  Sixth  Corps  at  Rappahannock  Station, 
the  two  corps  communicating. 

5^.  The  Artillery  Reserve  will  move  as  soon  as  the  trains  have 
cleared  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad.  General  Tyler 
will  keep  himseK  advised  of  the  movements  of  trains,  and  will  so 
arrange  his  movements  as  not  to  embarrass  or  delay  the  march  of 
the  troops. 

6.  Corps  commanders  will  take  precaution  to  have  their  troops 
march  alongside  of  the  roads,  so  that  the  roads  may  be  clear  for  the 
movement  of  artillery  and  trains. 

7.  The  movement  will  be  commenced  simultaneously  at  3  a.  m.  by 
the  Second  Corps,  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  First  Corps. 

8.  The  Fifth  and  Third  Corps,  in  conjunction  with  the  cavalry, 
will  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the  army,  and,  with  this  object,  will  not 
move  until  the  other  corps  have  cleared  the  road.  The  Third  Corps 
will  cover  the  Sperryville  road,  and  the  Fifth  Corps  the  approach 
from  Rapidan  Station,  and  will  withdraw  simultaneously.  General 
Gregg  will  move  to  Sulphur  Springs  by  the  Rixeyville  road,  moving 
at  the  same  time  as  the  Third  Corps.  General  Kilpatrick  will  move 
along  the  line  of  railroad  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 

9.  The  headquarters  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Smith's  or  Bowen's 
house,  near  Rappahannock  Station. 

10.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  their  ammunition  wagons  and 
ambulances  precede  their  troops,  and  hold  the  latter  well  in  hand,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  should  he  follow 
the  army. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
(Copy  to  all  commanders.) 


[October  10,  1863. — For  abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  see  Part  I,  p.  326.] 


Hdqes.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  October  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General  :  I  have  received  a  communication  from  General  Wes- 
sells,  of  the  7th,  the  only  one  since  the  one  of  the  4th,  in  which  he 
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mentioned  rumors  of  trooi)S  in  the  direction  of  South  Mills  in  search 
of  conscripts.  He  reports  that  Colonel  Hinton,  of  Pasquotank 
County,  is  authorized  by  Governor  Vance  to  force  into  service  all 
persons  liable  to  military  duty ;  that  he  is  accompanied  by  a  medical 
officer  and  by  a  force  of  militia,  &c.,  for  enforcing  the  conscription. 
The  general  says  he  has  sent  the  gunboat  Southfield  to  Edenton,  and 
the  Underwriter  up  the  Chowan  to  cruise  from  Dillard's  farm  to 
Winton,  &c.  He  also  sent  the  Massasoit,  with  100  infantry,  to  Eden- 
ton or  such  other  points  as  may  seem  proper.  He  adds  that  he  has 
reported  this  action  to  the  commanding  general  at  Norfolk.  Hear- 
ing nothing  from  the  commanding  general  at  Norfolk,  or  from  your 
headquarters  respecting  the  matter,  I  conclude  it  was  one  of  the 
reports  so  common  in  rebeldom.  I  will  have  some  cavalry  ready  to 
go  to  Elizabeth  City,  in  case  the  information  may  warrant. 
In  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C,   October  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General  :  Since  my  letter  of  this  afternoon,  I  have  thought  it 
advisable  to  send  a  force  to  Elizabeth  City,  with  a  view  to  overawe 
rebel  leaders  in  that  vicinity,  and  to  break  up  any  arrangements  that 
Colonel  Hinton,  or  others,  may  make  for  enforcing  the  conscription. 
Colonel  Mix  goes  in  a  few  hours  with  300  cavalry  and  a  section  of 
Belger's  battery.  He  has  particular  instructions  to  protect  our 
friends.  His  unexpected  appearance  will  create  much  excitement, 
and  I  hope  for  large  results. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  October  10,  1863. 
Colonel  Mix  : 

You  will  proceed  with  300  cavalry  of  the  Third  New  York  and  of 
Mix's  new  regiment  and  a  section  of  Belger's  battery  to  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  C,  to-night  bj'  transports,  which  the  chief  qtiartermaster 
has  been  ordered  to  provide.  Your  command  will  have  not  less  than 
seven  days'  rations,  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition,  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  suitable  number  of  medical  attendants. 

It  having  been  reported  that  Colonel  Hinton  is  raising  a  regiment 
of  conscripts  in  Pasquotank  and  the  adjacent  counties,  and  endeav- 
oring by  all  means  in  his  power  to  enforce  the  rebel  conscription 
law,  you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  these  representa- 
tions, and,  if  possible,  break  up  his  operations  and  disperse  his  camp. 
A  rumor  is  in  circulation  that  a  force  of  militia  has  moved  from  the 
Blackwater  in  the  direction  of  South  Mills,  where  we  are  supposed 
to  have  a  cavalry  force  from  Norfolk,  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
our  forces  in  that  vicinity  and  preventing  any  interference  with 
Colonel  Hinton.  General  Wessells  has  sent  one  or  two  gunboats  to 
Edenton,  on  one  of  which  is  a  body  of  infantry. 
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You  will  probably  find  one  of  our  gunboats  in  the  Pasquotank, 
and  it  should  move  with  you  to  Elizabeth  City  to  cover  your  base 
of  operations.  On  passing  Roanoke  Island  you  will  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  is  a  boat  in  the  Pasquotank.  If  there  is  none,  you  will 
take  the  Bombshell  with  you  for  the  purpose  indicated,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  upon  your  return  the  Bombshell  shall  go  back  to 
the  station  where  you  find  her. 

Lieutenant  Stirling,  aide-de-camp,  is  sent  this  evening  by  the  John 
Farron  to  Plymouth,  to  apprise  General  Wessells  of  your  move- 
ment upon  Elizabeth  City  and  its  objects.  General  Wessells  has 
been  requested  to  confer  with  you  and  to  afford  such  co-operation 
as  may  be  practicable. 

You  will  send  frequent  reports  marked  "  important,"  by  way  of 
Roanoke  Island,  to  be  dispatched  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  On 
your  way  up  make  arrangements  at  Roanoke  for  forwarding  dis- 
patches in  such  a  way  that  should  their  importance  require  it,  they 
may  be  sent  by  a  special  boat.  In  case  you  meet  with  reverse  or 
serious  embarrassments,  it  will  be  well  to  let  General  Wessells  know 
it.  In  case  of  extremity  you  may  send  to  Roanoke  Island  for  one  or 
two  companies  temporarily.  Much  is  intrusted  to  your  own  discre- 
tion, by  which  you  will  be  guided  in  unforeseen  develojjments.  I 
write  by  General  Peck's  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C,  October  10,  1863. 

Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Asst.  Adjt.   Gen.,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C. : 

The  rebel  War  Department  has  just  made  two  departments  of 
North  Carolina.     Wilmington  and  the  region  of  Cape  Fear  is  jjlaced 
under  command  of  General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,^  the  remainder  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  J'  ^  jyjjj^  J    PECK, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  "S"  Joeth  Cakolina 

New  Berne,  N.   C,  Octoher  10,  1863. 

.Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  ,  ..   .,  ^      7- 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

General:  Mr.  James  G.  Bryan  came  in  under  a  fla^  JvacuatS 
from  Kinston,  where  he  has  been  smce  ^^eneral  Branch  evacuated 
New  Berne.  He  says  Branch  gave  orders  to  ^^^^n  the  town  as 
40,000  Yankees  were  coming  and  would  burn  it.     branch  refused  to 

Jet  him  return.  He  is  sixty  years  of  age  ^"'|,\fi"';^P^kXe,ond  in 
JTorth  Carolina  gentlemen,  and  I  am  told  that  .^^^  , yanked  se^oi^a  in 
•the  law  in  this.State.  The  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Kinston 
.also  came  in,  and  he  says  Mr.  Bryan  was  a  Union  man,  and  made 
10  u  Tf vni,  -srxTX.  PT  11 
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speeches  against  rebellion.  I  call  your  attention  to  Mr.  Bryan  as 
yovi  are  probably  posted  about  him.  If  there  is  any  suspicion  I  will 
send  him  to  the  North,  as  I  wish  no  doubtful  men  within  mv  lines. 

JOHN  J.  PfiCK. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 
No.  48.  I  BaUimore,.Md.,  October  10,  18&3. 

Having  returned  from  my  temporary  absence,  I  hereby  resume 
command  of  the  Middle  Department  and  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  454.  j  Washington,  October  10,  1863. 

*  *  ***** 

14.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Wild,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  and  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  to  complete  the  organization  of  the  Third 
Regiment  North  Carolina  Colored  Volunteers. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  10,  1863. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Stoneman, 

Chief  of  Cavalry  Bureau: 
I  ordered  General  Scammon  to  direct  General  Duffi^  to  hold  himself 
in  readiness  for  an  important  movement.  The  following  telegram 
just  received.  Will  you  please  issue  an  order  authorizing  Captain 
Gardner  or  Captain  Stealy,  assistant  quartermasters,  to  purchase  the 
horses  ? 

General  Kellky: 

General  DuiKe  needs  200  horses  at  once.    So  many  are  unserviceable  that  liis 
command  cannot  be  efficient  without  this  number  in  addition. 

SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
October  11,  1863—8.30  a.  m.     (Received  8.50  a.  m.) 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 
I  am  falling  back  to  the  Rappahannock.     The  enemy  are  either 
moving  to  my  right  and  rear  or  moving  down  on  my  flank,  I  can 
not  tell  which,  as  their  movements  are  not  developed.     I  am  prepared 
for  either  emergency. 

GIQ.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  11,  1863—1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  Brigadier-General  Wright  reports  he  ' '  can  plainly  see 
artillery  mounted  in  the  works  opposite."    This  looks  as  though  the 
enemy  was  returning  a  part,  at  least,  of  his  force  to  the  position  in 
our  front,  and  that  he  designs  holding  it. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Major-  General. 


October  11,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  followed  the  rear  guard  in  force  to-day,  and  that  it  is  proba- 
able  an  attempt  may  be  made  to-morrow  to  dislodge  us  from  the 
])resent  position  or  to  turn  us.  You  will  hold  your  corps  prepared 
to  move  at  very  short  notice  to  the  support  of  the  corps  above  you, 
and  also  be  prepared  to  maintain  your  own  position.  General  Pleas- 
onton  will  be  directed  to  send  a  cavalry  force  to  picket  the  river  be- 
low you.  Your  trains  will  be  parked  sufficiently  far  from  the  river 
to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  artillery  fire. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  11,  186-3-7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  followed  and  attacked  the  rear  guard  to-day  in  force,  and 
that  it  appears  to  be  probable  that  he  will  make  a  demonstration  or 
attack  to-morrow  on  our  front.  You  will  occupy  in  force  the  two 
hills,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  on  your  front  (those  occupied  by 
General  Newton),  and  your  pickets  will  connect  with  those  of  Gen- 
eral Sykes  on  the  right.  General  Sykes  has  been  directed  to  occupy 
strongly  the  hills  in  his  front,  called  the  Yew  Hills,  with  infantry 
and  artillery.  It  is  his  picket  from  this  force  that  you  are  to  connect 
with  on  your  right.  Cavalry  pickets  will  likewise  cover  this  part  of 
the  front  to-night,  but  they  will  probably  be  withdrawn  to-morrow. 
On  your  left  your  pickets  on  this  side  of  the  river  will  connect  with 
those  of  General  Newton. 

If  there  is  any  ground  on  this  side  the  river  where  heavy  artillery 
can  be  placed  to  advantage.  General  Hunt  has  been  directed  to  send 
such  as  you  may  require. 

Your  command  will  be  held  ready  to  move  at  short  notice.     The 
two  pontoon  bridges  will  be  retained  for  the  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-Gerwral,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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[Indorsement.] 

October  12,  1863 — 4  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Howe  will  cross  immediately  with  his  division 
and  carry  out  the  instructions  contained  in  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sedgwick: 

M.  T.  McMAHON, 
Aasintant  Adjutant-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  11,  1803—8.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  ijiform  yon  that  the 
enemy  followed  and  attacked  the  rear  guard  to-day  in  force,  with  in- 
fantry, cavalry,  and  artillery,  and  that  it  is  probable  he  will  make 
a  demonstration  or  attack  in  our  front  to-morrow.  You  will  place 
your  corps  in  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Freeman's  Ford  to  meet  this, 
and  will  hold  it  ready  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  force  on  your 
left  or  to  move  to  your  right. 

The  Second  Corps  has  moved  to  Bealeton  and  the  Fifth  Corps  is 
on  your  left  at  Beverly  Ford.  Your  pickets  will  connect  with  those 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  on  your  left.  On  your  right  General  Gregg  will 
be  directed  to  picket  down  as  far  as  Freeman's  Ford.  General  Sykes 
has  been  directed  to  post  a  stong  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  on 
the  Yew  Hills,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  You  will 
be  responsible  for  the  river  as  far  down  as  Beverlv  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Cliief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  11,  18C3— 8.30  p.  m. 
Commandi7Uj  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to' inform  you  that  the 
enemy  followed  and  attacked  our  rear  guard  tc>-day  in  force,  with 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  and  that  he  will  probably  make  a 
demonstration  or  an  attack  to-morrow  on  our  front.  You  will  hold 
your  corps  ready  to  move  at  very  short  notice,  either  in  suj^port  or  to 
advance  or  to  meet  a  flank  movement.  All  trains  are  directed  to  bo 
moved  so  far  from  the  river  as  to  be  out  of  artillery  fire  from  tlie 
south  bank. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  11,  1863— 7.45  p.  m. 
Corps  Commanders: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  all  trains  be  parked 
at  such  a  distance  from  the  river  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  artillery 
fire  from  the  south  bank, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Ocfober  11,  1863. 

The  Second  Division  will  cross  the  river  at  daylight  to-morrow  by 
a  bridge  to  be  thrown  in  front  of  the  Hamilton  house.  Three  bat- 
teries of  artillery  will  follow  it. 

The  Third  Division  will  follow  the  artillery. 

General  Ayres  will  take  possession  of  the  bald  hill  (Yew  Hill), 
posting  the  artillery  on  the  most  advantageous  points,  his  infantry 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  extending  well  to  the  right. 

The  Third  Division  will  lae  posted  on  General  Ayres'  left,  and  will 
be  made  to  take  advantage  of  any  stone  walls  or  ravines  that  may  bo 
there. 

The  pickets  of  these  two  divisions  will  precede  them  and  will  be 
thrown  well  to  the  front  of  the  position  assumed. 

The  J^'irst  Division  and  the  remaining  batteries  will  be  held  ready 
to  cross  the  river  at  a  moment's  notice  when  so  directed  from  these 
headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sykes : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


October  12,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

This  army  was  yesterday  withdrawn  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Although  the  movement  was  delayed,  the  enemy  offered 
no  opposition  till  1  p.  m. ,  when  the  rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  attacked 
by  cavalry  and  artillery  supported  by  infantry. 

Brigadier-General  Buford,  who  had  crossed  the  Rapidantlie  even- 
ing before  and  had  moved  up  on  the  south  side  as  far  as  Morton's 
Ford,  here  met  a  superior  force  of  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry, 
who  compelled  him  to  recross  to  the  north  side  and  fall  back  till  he 
effected  a  junction  with  the  rear  guard  of  the  army. 

The  intentions  of  the  enemy  are  as  yet  undeveloped.  My  cavalry 
on  the  right  have  not  as  yet  reported  any  movement  in  that  direction, 
and  the  strong  force  in  my  rear  yesterday  renders  the  theory  of  their 
intending  to  get  in  my  rear  less  probable.  In  order  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  things  in  my  front,  I  have  ordered  Major-General  Sedg- 
wick, with  two  corps  and  a  division  of  cavalry,  to  recross  the  river 
and  advance  to  Brandy  Station,  and  ascertain  if  any  considerable 
force  is  in  my  front.  If  Lee  will  give  me  battle  between  the  Rappa- 
hannock and  the  Rapidan  I  will  fight  him,  although  in  doing  so  I  feel 
confident  I  shall  have  to  attack,  and  from  all  the  information  I  can 
get,  it  is  my  opinion  his  forces  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  mine. 

Our  losses  yesterday  will  probably  amount  to  400  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-Oeneral,   Commanding. 


October  12,  1863—8  p.  m.  (Received  9  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

General  Sedgwick  has  advanced  to  Brandy  Station,  and  General 
Buford  to  the  vicinity  of  Culpeper  Court-House.     A  small  force  of 
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cavalry  and  a  few  pieces  of  artillery  was  all  the  opposition  encoun- 
tered. General  Sedgwick  reports  that  people  living  on  the  road  say 
Stuart's  whole  cavalry  force,  that  was  in  our  front  last  night,  passed 
up  the  river  to  our  right  this  morning,  and  that  the  soldiers  said 
Lee's  army  was  moving  into  Manassas  Gap.  General  Gregg's  divis- 
ion of  cavalry  is  on  my  right,  and  has  sent  parties  up  toward  the 
moimtains.  I  having  held  in  view  this  movement  of  Lee  as  prob- 
able, I  hope  during  the  night  to  get  some  information  from  him  to 
c(^nfirm  or  disprove  this  report,  now  derived  only  from  soldiers'  talk 
with  citizens.  The  moment  I  can  ascertain  anything  definite,  I  will 
fall  back  by  forced  marches.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  proper  you 
should  be  advised  of  this  report,  because,  if  true,  Lee  may  get  be- 
tween me  and  Washington,  and  you  may  be  annoyed  then. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


October  13,  18G3— 10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Information  has  just  been  received  from  General  Gregg  that  the 
enemy  have  forced  the  passage  of  the  river  at  Sulphur  Springs,  hav- 
ing driven  him  back,  and  that  large  columns  of  infantry  and  artillery 
have  been  seen  passing  up  the  river.  There  is  no  doubt  the  whole 
of  Lee's  army  is  crossing  on  my  immediate  right.  If  I  am  not 
attacked  to-morrow,  I  shall  move  toward  him  and  attack  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Mqjor-General,  Commanding. 


Washington, 
October  12,  1803—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

What  news  this  morning  ?    A  dispatch  from  Rosecrans,  leaving 
him  at  7.30  p.  m.  yesterday,  says: 

Rebel  rumors  that  liead  of  Ewell's  column  reached  Dalton  yesterday. 

I  send  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
October  12,  1863—13.30  p.  m.     (Received  1.10  p.  m.) 
His  Excellency  the  President  : 

Your  telegram  received.  I  have  just  sent  a  dispatch  to  General 
Halleck  which  will  answer  your  inquiry.  We  took  yesterday  some 
50  prisoners  and  some  deserters.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  up  to 
yesterday  the  whole  of  Hill's  and  Ewell's  corps  were  here,  and  some 
say  re-enforced  by  Pickett's  division  and  other  troops  from  Rich- 
mond. Lee  never  would  have  made  the  movements  he  has,  leaving 
a  strong  position,  if  he  were  weakened  by  the  detachment  of  any 
portion  of  Ewell's  or  Hill's  corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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Beverly  Ford, 
October  12,  1S63— 9.50  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

No  infantry  or  artillery  discernable  opposite  the  ford.  Quite  a 
large  force  of  cavalry  massed  opposite  to  the  right  of  where  they 
were  grazing  this  morning  early,  Dr.  Green's  house.  They  seem  to 
be  concentrating  at  this  point  and  in  rear  of  it  in  the  woods. 

HOLLAND, 
Signal  Officer. 

P.  S. — The  ridge  this  side  of  Brandy  Station  has  some  force  iipon 
it.    That  which  can  be  seen  appears  to  be  cavalry  and  a  battery. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  forward  immediately,  with  ammunition 
and  ambulance  trains,  leaving  the  other  trains  where  they  are  now 
parked.  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  see  you  in  person 
immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  18G3— 10.20  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  corps 
ready  to  move  forward  immediately  with  ammunition  and  ambulance 
trains.  Instructions  to  march  will  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  they  can 
be  prepared. 

Verv  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to  Rap- 
pahannock Station  with  your  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains, 
leaving  a  brigade  at  Bealeton  as  a  protection  to  the  depot.  General 
Sedgwick  is  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  heights  at  Brandy  Station 
with  his  own  corps,  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  Buford's  cavalry.  Your 
corps  will  be  held  ready  at  Rappahannock  Station  to  advance  to 
Brandy  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Orders.]  Headqxtaktees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Sedgwick  will,  in  addition  to  his  own  corps,  take 
command  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  Buford's  division  of  cavalry,  and 
advance  immediately  to  Brandy  Station,  and  take  position  on  the 
heiglits  there,  driving  in  the  enemy  and  holding  the  position.  He 
will  report  his  progress  to  the  commanding  general,  and  also  tlie 
force,  position,  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copy  to  Generals  Sedgwick,  Sykes,  Pleasonton,  and  Buford.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1803—1 1  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
Major-General  Sedgwick,  in  command  of  his  own  corjjs,  the  Fifth 
Corps,  and  Buford's  division  of  cavalry,  will  move  immediately  to 
Brandy  Station,  and  take  position  on  the  heights  there.  You  will 
hold  your  corps  ready  to  move  to  that  -point,  with  ammunition  and 
ambulance  trains. 

In  the  event  of  not  being  able  to  send  you  the  pontoons  with  the 
order  to  march,  you  can  send  your  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains 
to  cross  on  the  lower  pontoon  bridge  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the 
infantry  to  cross,  if  jjracticable,  at  Kelly's  I^ord. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquartprs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—12  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Reconnaissance  : 

The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  move- 
ment intrusted  to  you  is  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  is  in  force  and  position  near  Brandy  Station  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  is  prepared  to  give  battle.  This  will 
be  accomplished  by  the  movement  of  your  command  to  the  heights 
near  Brandy  Station,  and  the  occupation  of  the  heights  by  it.  This 
you  will  do  unless  those  heights  are  already  held  by  the  enemy  in 
superior  force,  of  which  you  will  immediately  inform  the  command- 
ing general. 

If,  upon  your  occupation  of  the  heights,  the  enemy  displays  the 
intention  of  giving  battle  there,  the  major-general  commanding  in- 
tends to  throw  forward  rapidly  the  remainder  of  his  army  there  and 
give  battle.  You  will  advise  him  of  the  nature  of  the  position  and 
of  the  points  to  which  the  movement  of  the  three  other  corps  should 
be  directed  in  coming  up,  and  will  maintain  your  position  until  the 
arrival  of  re-enforcements. 
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Should  the  enemy  make  no  serious  oj)position  to  your  occupation 
of  the  heights,  nor  make  dispositions  to  dislodge  you,  you  will  send 
forward  Buford's  cavalry  toward  Culpeper  Court-House,  to  ascertain 
if  the  enemy  is  in  force  and  position  there  or  in  that  vicinity. 

A  telegraph  operator  will  accompany  you.  He  can  attach  lii.s  in- 
strument to  any  point  of  the  wire  which  now  connects  at  these  head- 
quarters. 

You  will  keep  the  commanding  general  fully  acquainted  with 
everything  that  transpires. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Skiff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Barhour's,  October  13,  18G3. 
General  Griffin  : 

Throw  out  a  strong  picket  well  in  front  and  to  your  rigljt.  Sedg- 
wick wants  that  hill  you  are  now  on  held.  I  will  send  you  two  })at- 
teries.  There  are  two  or  three  roads  through  the  timber  hetween 
you  and  Barbour's  camp ;  but  I  think  in  two  lines  of  battle  would  be 
best. 

Keep  a  bright  lookout  to  your  right,  and  let  me  know  anything 
you  may  learn.     I  am  sorry  your  troops  are  not  so  posted  as  to  give 
you  this  place  for  your  headquarters.     Let  your  ambulances  and 
ammunition  wagons  form  somewhere  near  your  trooj^s. 
Yours, 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1803—12.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corxts  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  the  Sixth 
Corps  have  cleared  the  bridges,  that  you  cross  the  river  at  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  and,  massing  your  troops,  be  prejiared  to  movt^ 
The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  need  not  cross  the  river,  but 
be  ready  to  do  so  as  soon  as  the  infa;ntry  moves. 
Very  respectfulh'^,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

General  Sedgwick  informed. 


Rappahannock  Station, 

October  12,  [1803]— 12.03  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Terry, 

Commanding  liailroad  Guard: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  bold  your'traops 
in  readiness  to  move  prcmptly  and  rapidly  to  the  front.     They  will 
be  provided,  as  the  rest  of  the  army  .-iie,  with  three  days"  rations  in 
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haversack,  five  daj^s'  bread  and  small  rations  in  knapsack,  and  the 
trains  with  tlie  rations  required  by  existing  orders.  The  brigade  at 
Catlett's  will  not,  in  the  event  of  your  troops  being  ordered  up  to  the 
front,  wait  for  the  troops  farther  to  the  rear,  but  march  at  once. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oenercd,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10.20  p.  m. 
Colonel  McCallxjm  : 

Our  military  movements  render  it  necessary  that  all  the  rolling 
stock  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  at  the  different  points 
on  the  road  be  withdrawn  at  once  to  Alexandria,  and  that  no  more 
trains  be  sent  from  that  point  until  further  orders  are  received  from 
these  headquarters. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
October  12,  1863—8  p.  m.     (Received  8.05  p.  m.)  . 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Rucker, 

Quartermaster  : 
I  am  sending  in  for  200  artillery  horses,  to  be  forwarded  by 
rail.  Our  losses  in  skirmishing  from  day  to  day  will  compel  me 
to  call  for  more  artillery  and  cavalry  horses  soon.  Buford's  cavalry 
occupy  the  ridge  near  Culpeper  to-niglit.  We  have  three  corps  over 
the  river,  but  the  enemy  has  disappeared  again,  except  a  few  cav- 
alry. We  shall  find  him  shortly.  I  am  keeping  our  trains  as  well 
parked  and  protected  as  possible,  and  the  depot  is  free  of  property. 
The  army  is  in  fine  condition. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  fall  back  to 
Bealeton  immediately.     A  dispatch  is  just  received  from  Gregg, 
saying  that  he  is  fighting  the  enemy  at  Sulphur  Springs,  and  that 
their  infantry  is  passing  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Rappahannock. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  12,  1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  fall  back  imme- 
diately ;  your  corps  to  Rappahannock  Station ;  General  Sykes  to 
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Beverly.  Order  back  General  Buf  ord  also.  The  enemy  are  endeav- 
oring to  cross  at  Sulphur  Springs  in  force.  General  Sykes  should 
bring  his  whole  force  this  side  of  the  Eappahannock. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  18C3— 9.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  are  crossing  in  force  at  Sulphur  Springs,  and  directs  that  you 
move  immediately,  and  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  Warrenton 
Junction,  and  take  position  there  looking  toward  Warrenton.  Your 
ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  will  accompany  you.  Order  the 
bridge  trains  to  Rappahannock  Station  at  once.  You  will  be  advised 
of'any  change  of  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  Third  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corjos: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  put  your  corps  in 
position  looking  toward  Sulphur  Springs  and  Warrenton.  General 
Warren  is  ordered  to  Fayetteville.  General  Gregg  is  at  the  same 
place.  Orders  may  be  sent  to  you  to  move  at  any  moment.  Have 
your  corps  ready  for  prompt  action. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10  p.  m. 
[General  French  :] 

General  :  General  Gregg  reports  that  he  has  been  driven  away 
from  Sulphur  Springs,  and  that  the  enemy  are  crossing  there  in  large 
force.  There  is  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  Lawson's  and  Freeman's 
Fords  that  should  connect  with  joiiv  pickets  on  the  right.  They  may 
be  driven  in  in  the  morning,  and  you  may  be  attacked.  If  so,  I  will 
immediately  support  you,  but  I  may  also  send  orders  requiring  you 
to  fall  back.     Be  ready  for  either  contingency. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  12,  1863—10.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  j'oii  move  with  the 
wbmost  promptitude  to  Fayetteville,  and  put  yoiar  corps  in  position 
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looking  toward  Sulphur  Springs.  General  Gregg  is  now  at  Fayette- 
ville.  General  French  continues  for  the  jjresent  at  Freeman's  Foi'd. 
General  Newton  is  ordered  to  move  at  once  to  Warrenton  Junction. 
General  Sedgwick  is  ordered  back  to  Eappahannock  Station,  and 
Sykes  to  Beverly.  They  will  be  moved  as  soon  as  they  come  up. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  12,  [1803]— 10.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Terry,  Cailetf's  Station  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  concentrate  your 
commfind  with  the  utmost  dispatch  at  Warrenton  Junction.  Gen- 
ei'al  Newton  has  been  ordered  to  that  point  to-night  from  Kelly's 
Ford.  You  will  move  your  command  immediately  nixm  receipt  of 
this  dispatch,  and  receive  your  orders  from  General  Newton  until 
otherwise  ordered.  The  enemy  are  crossing  the  Ka^jpahannock  in 
force  at  Sulphur  Springs  and  above. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-G'eiieral,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ocioher  12,  1863— 10.45  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to  Warren- 
ton Jiinctiou  by  such  route  as  will  not  carry  you  along  the  railroad. 
The  trains  are  moving  along  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Octoler  12,  18G.3— 11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.20  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  have  heard  indirectly  that  General  Lockwood  and  one  regiment 
of  infantry  wouhl  Ik^  sont  back  to  me,  but  I  get  nothing  official. 
Coluuel  Fry  orders  his  draft,  but  I  cannot  safely  let  it  go  on  in  the 
counties  of  the  Eastern  Shore  without  more  troops.  If  ]  am  to  have 
such  help,  it  should  be  immediately  ordered. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 

October  12,  18G3— 3.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schenck,  Balfimure: 

Tlie  General-in-Chief  informs  me  that  General  Lockwood  and  a 
regiment  have  been  oi'dered  to  your  command  some  days  ago.  The 
regulations  in  respect  to  colored  recruits  have  been  i.^sued  and  or- 
dered to  be  sent  you. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 
"Washington,  October  12,  1863 — 3.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schenck, 

Baltimore,  Md.: 
On  the  5th,  Brigadier-General  Kelley  was  ordered  to  relieve  Gen- 
eral Lockwood  from  command  of  Harpei''s  Ferry,  and  to  send  him, 
witli  a  Maryland  regiment,  to  report  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  Middle  Department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-CJiief. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Netv  Berne,  N.  C,  October  12,  1863—7  p.  m. 
John  G.  Foster  : 

My  Dex\r  General  :  Yours  of  the  9th  and  10th  have  just  reached 
me,  and  I  have  heen  looking  over  the  ground  very  closely.  You 
need  all  the  regiments  named,  and  more,  but  the  active  force  is  very 
small  in  North  Carolina  from  sickness  and  other  caiises.  The  regi- 
ments named  in  the  order,  Ninth  New  Jersej%  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  Eighty-first  New  York,  and  Ninety- 
eighth  New  York  niimber  about  2,700,  and  with  Heckman  are  the 
ti(jwer  of  the  command.  General  Palmer  is  absent,  leaving  only 
General  Wessells.  who,  by  the  way,  reports  sickness  on  the  increase 
in  his  district.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty -eighth  New  York,  Col- 
onel Jourdau  tells  me,  has  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  and  he  thinks  he 
cannot  get  out  much  over  200  for  drills,  &c.  I  have  ordered  him  to 
relieve  General  Heckman  and  take  his  regiment  to  Morehead  for  sea 
air. 

lu  view  of  the  length  of  the  line  and  other  considerations,  I  do  not 
think  any  more  regiments  should  be  drawn  from  North  Carolina  at 
this  time.  The  instruction  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  is  being  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  some  time  before  they 
will  render  much  service.  Colonel  Mix  is  at  Elizabeth  City  with  350 
men,  as  I  advised,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  Col.  James  W. 
Hiuton's  arrangements  for  raising  a  regiment,  and  had  I  anticipated 
your  oi)erations,  I  would  not  have  sent  him.  However,  I  think  he 
will  be  1jack  before  the  regiments  all. reach  you.  At  all  events,  I  will 
write  the  colonel  to  shorten  his  time  somewhat. 

On  the  9th,  I  mounted  my  horse  for  the  first  time  since  April,  when 
my  horse  was  thrown  down  upon  me  with  great  violence  while  form- 
ing line  of  battle.  The  experiment  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  I  wish, 
but  I  hope  in  time  to  recover  from,  the  blow  near  the  spine. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  run  up  to  Plymouth  with  you,  meeting  at  the 
outlet  of  tlie  canal,  or  here,  as  you  also  suggest.  It  seeins  to  me  that 
you  can  fix  the  day,  time,  and  jjlace  better  than  I  can,  and  therefore 
i  leave  it  to  you,  with  the  request  that  you  will  give  mo  timely  no- 
tice. I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  here. 
I  am,  very  truly, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

P.  S.— The  south  part  of  North  Carolina  has  been  made  into  a 
new  department,  under  General  Whiting.  More  than  the  ordinary 
force  i;i  reported  luidcv  liitf  orders,  as  an  attack  is  looked  for  ixi  that 
quarter. 
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General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  13.  f  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  12,  18C3. 

The  troops  stationed  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg,  W.  Va., 
and,  generally,  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  from 
the  Monocacy  River  west  to  Sleepy  Creek,  will  constitute  the  First 
Division  of  this  Department. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Sullivan,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the 
command. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  West  Virginia, 

No.  52.  f  ■     Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  13,  1863. 

I.  In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief,  Brig. 

Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  in 

this  department,  and  will  report  to  the  major-general  commanding 

Middle  Department,  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

*  ****** 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  1863—1  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  order  for  the  movements  to-day. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  such  disposition  be 
made  of  the  cavalry  as  to  protect  the  flank  next  the  enemy  and  the 
rear  of  the  army.  A  sufficient  force  of  cavalry  will  likewise  be  held 
available  to  guard  the  trains  in  their  movement  from  Weaverton. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  1863—12.50  a.  m. 
The  following  movements  are  ordered  for  to-day,  the  13th  instant: 

1.  The  Third  Corps  will  move  to  the  Three-Mile  Station  on  the 
Warrenton  Branch  Railroad  (3  miles  from  Warrenton  Junction), 
and  take  position  there,  looking  toward  Warrenton.  It  will  move 
at  daylight.  In  crossing  the  road  from  Bealeton  to  Fayetteville,  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Third  Corps  will  send  an  officer  to  Fay- 
etteville to  inform  General  Warren  that  the  Third  Corps  is  passing. 
The  route  to  be  pursued  by  the  Third  Corps  is  indicated  on  the  map 
sent  by  the  guide. 

2.  The  Second  Corps  will  follow  close  on  the  Third  Corps,  and  take 
position  in  connection  with  it  near  the  Three-Mile  Station. 

?,  The  Fifth  Corps  will  move  at  sunrise  tq  Warrenton  Junctioji, 
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taking  the  road  past  Anderson's  (General  Crawford's  former  head- 
quarters) and  Germ  an  town;  it  will  take  position  in  that  Yicinity 
with  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  just  south  of  the  Warrenton  Branch  Eail- 
road,  looking  toward  Warrenton,  and  be  held  ready  to  move. 

4.  The  Sixth  Corps  will  move  at  sunrise  to  Warrenton  Junction, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad,  and  take  position  there  north  of  the 
Warrenton  Branch  line,  looking  toward  Warrenton,  and  be  held 
ready  to  move.  General  Terry  will  join  the  Sixth  Corps  at  this 
point. 

5.  The  Reserve  Artillery  will  move  to  Warrenton  Junction  as  soon 
as  the  trains  clear  the  road,  and  be  held  ready  to  move. 

6.  As  soon  as  either  the  Fifth  or  Sixth  Corps  reaches  Warrenton 
Junction,  the  First  Corps  will  move  about  5  miles  along  the  railroad 
iu  the  direction  of  Bristoe  Station,  and  there  be  held  ready  to  move. 

7.  The  corps  will  be  accompanied  by  their  ammunition,  ambulance 
trains,  intrenching  tools,  and  medical  wagons. 

8.  The- utmost  vigilance,  promptitude,  and  celerity  will  be  observed 
in  all  the  movements.  The  columns  will  be  kept  closed,  and  those 
corps  next  the  enemy  will  throw  out  advance  and  rear  guards  and 
flankers. 

9.  Headquarters  to-morrow  at  Warrenton  Junction. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copy  to  commanding  oflicers  of  corps.) 


Headquarters  Fifth  Corps, 

October  13,  1863—2  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  headquarters  are 
at  the  same  place  where  they  were  last  night.     My  troops  are  on 
the  march  back,  but  will  not  be  here  before  daylight,  the  roads 
being  very  much  obstructed  by  the  troops  in  front. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
October  13,  1863. 
Major-General  French  : 

Dear  General  :  I  send  you  a  guide  who  is  recommended  to  m^ 
as  trustworthy. 

General  Meade  desires  me  to  say  that  the  enemy  may  wish  to 
delay  you  by  partial  attacks.  Pay  no  attention  to  them  unless 
forced  to  do  so.  The  object  of  both  armies  now  is  to  gain  certain 
points.  They  will  hardly  make  a  serious  attack  upon  you.  Should 
tljey  do  so,  come  in  upon  the  main  line  of  march. 

The  cavalry  escort  sent  with  your  instructions' is  directed  to  return 
direct  to  these  headquarters.  That  route  is  reported  to  be  obstructed 
by  guerrillas  in  some  force. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
MO'JQr-Qenerd,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters, 
October  13,  1863—6  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  is  received.  If  you  are  attacked,  you  must  defend 
yourself,  and,  if  practicable,  withdraw  in  accordance  with  the  order 
of  movement.  If  the  enemy  is  too  strong  for  you,  report  it  and 
re-enforcements  will  be  sent  you.  General  Warren  is  at  Fayette- 
ville.     Headquarters  will  move  from  here  to  Bealeton. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  13,  1863—7  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Terry  . 

Please  hand  the  following  dispatch  to  General  Newton  immedi- 
ately on  his  arrival : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that,  upon  the  arrival  at  Warrenton  Junction 
of  either  the  Fifth  or  Sixth  Corps,  the  First  Corps  move  about  5  miles  along  the 
railroad  toward  Bristoe  Station,  and  there  be  held  ready  to  move. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.   WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  1863. 
Tliere  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  moving  on  our 
left  flank,  Ewell's  corps  by  the  Warrenton  pike,  and  Hill's  by  Salem 
and  Thoroughfare  Gap.  It  is  hoped  we  are  sufficiently  far  ahead 
to  enable  the  seizure  of  the  Centreville  Heights  in  advance  of  the 
enemy,  but  if  the  m(.)venient  is  detected  our  "flank  and  rear  may  be 
attacked,  to  guard  against  which  all  precautions  must  he  taken. 
Tlie  su])ply  trains  will  run  by  way  of  Wolf  Ruji  Shoals  to  Fairfax 
Station,  and  will  be  in  striking  distance  if  we  are  successful. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Copy  to  all  commanders. ) 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  1863—1  p'.  m. 

J .  Major-General  Newton  will  move  and  camp  for  the  night  at 
Bristoe. 

2.  Major-General  French,  Third  Corps,  will  move  to  Greenwifb 
and  camp  for  the  night.  ' 

3.  Major-General  Warren,  Second  Corps,  will  follow  the  Third 
Corps  to  Auburn,  and  camp  for  the  night  at  Auburn, 

4.  Major-General  Sedgwick,   Sixth  Corps,  will  move  to  Kettle 
Run,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  camp  for  the  night. 
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5.  Major-General  Sykes,  Fifth  Corps,  will  move  to  Walnut  Run, 
near  the  railroad,  and  camp  for  the  night. 

6.  The  Reserve  Artillery  w^ill  move  to  Slater's  Run,  on  the  line  of 
the  railroad. 

7.  The  trains  will  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Brentsvillc. 

8.  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  at  Buckland  Mills,  on 
the  Warrenton  and  Centreville  pikes. 

9.  Gregg's  division  will  be  between  Warrenton  and  Auburn. 

10.  Buford's  division  will  be  at  Warrenton  Junction. 

11.  The  regular  brigade  will  be  at  Bristoe  and  Manassas. 

This  cavalry  will  picket  from  Bristoe  around  by  Buckland  Mills 
to  Warrenton  Junction,  and  to  the  right  of  the  trains. 

12.  Corps  commanders  will  call  in  the  guards  with  supply  and 
baggage  trains,  and  put  every  man  in  the  ranks  that  can  carry  a 
musket. 

Provost  guards  will  be  reduced  to  the  smallest  possible  numbers. 

13.  Headquarters  to-night  at  Catlett's,  near  the  fork  of  the  roads 
to  Auburn  and  Greenwich. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  corps  ana  independent  commanders.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  13,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 

(Received  3.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  information  from  General  Gregg  last  night  was  so  positive 
that  the  enemy — having  driven  him  from  Waterloo,  Sulphur  Springs, 
and  Fox's  Ford,  all  on  my  right — were  crossing  in  heavy  force,  that 
the  army  was  put  in  motion  as  soon  as  the  advance  at  Brandy  could 
be  drawn  in  and  is  now  falling  back.  I  shall  occupy  to-night  a 
line  from  Greenwich  to  Bristoe  Station,  and  continue  my  retrograde 
movement,  if  possible,  till  I  get  to  the  plains  of  Manassas  or  across 
Bull  Run.  I  cannot  ascertain  what  progress  the  enemy  has  made, 
as  he  covers  his  movement  by  a  strong  cavalry  force,  supported  by 
infantry  and  artillery.  General  Gregg  had  very  severe  fighting  with 
him  yesterday,  and  met  with  serious  loss.  I  will  try  to  advise  you 
as  long  as  the  telegraph  is  working. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


October  13,  1863—10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.35  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I  have  positive  information  that  Lee's  army  is  moving  on  my  right, 
Ewell  by  Warrenton  pike,  and  Hill  probably  by  Salem.  This  is 
derived  from  one  of  Gregg's  men,  who  was  dismounted  in  the  fight 
of  yesterday  and  lay  in  the  woods  all  night,  and  from  a  regiment  of 
Gregg's  command  that  was  cut  off,  and  in  getting  back  passed  out- 
side of  Hill's  corps  last  night  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock, 
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I  shall  to-morrow  attempt  to  gain  the  heights  of  Centreville  by 
crossing  at  the  lower  fords  of  Bull  Rrm,  and,  if  I  succeed,  shall  face 
Lee  with  my  trains  in  my  rear  and  await  his  further  movements. 
He  may,  however,  to-night,  by  a  forced  march,  anticipate  me  and 
gain  the  fords  in  advance,  but  I  think  I  am  sufficiently  ahead  to 
render  the  success  of  the  movement  probable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


ClKCULAE.]  HeADQUAETEKS  AeMY  OF  THE  PoTOMAC, 

October  13,  .1863—10.30  p.  m. 

The  army  will  be  massed  at  Centreville  to-morrow,  if  practicable. 

1.  General  Newton,  First  Corps,  will  move  from  Bristoe  through 
Manassas  Junction,  keeping  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  by  way 
of  Milford ;  thence  to  Centreville,  by  way  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  seizing 
and  holding  the  heights  and  redoubts. 

2.  General  Sedgwick,  Sixth  Corps,  will  move  along  the  south  side 
of  the  railroad  to  Manassas  Junction;  thence,  by  way  of  Blackburn's 
Ford,  to  the  heights  on  the  right  of  Centreville,  looking  toward  War- 
renton,  forming  on  the  right  of  the  First  Corps. 

3.  General  French,  Third  Corps,  will  move  from  Greenwich,  cross- 
ing Broad  Run  at  Milford,  a  mile  above  Bristoe ;  thence  to  Manas- 
sas Junctionon,  the  north  side  of  the  railroad ;  thence  to  Centreville, 
by  way  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  forming  on  the  left  of  the  First  Corps. 

4.  The  Reserve  Artillery  will  follow  the  Sixth  Corps  as  far  as  Ma- 
nassas Junction ;  thence,  moving  by  way  of  McLean's  Ford,  to  the 
rear  of  Centreville,  and  park  near  the  pike  leading  from  Centreville 
to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Such  additional  batteries  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  heights  of  Centreville  will  be  placed  in  position. 

5.  General  Sykes,  Fifth  Corps,  will  move  along  the  north  side  of 
the  railroad,  crossing  Broad  Run  at  Milford,  following  the  Third 
Corps,  if  there  is  not  room  for  both  to  move  together,  and  from 
Manassas  Junction  moving  to  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  forming  on  the 
left  of  the  Third  Corps  on  the  heights  of  Centreville. 

6.  General  Warren,  Second  Corps,  will  move  to  the  railroad,  pass- 
ing by  Catlett's  house,  keep  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  cross 
Bull  Run  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  mass  in  rear  of  Centreville,  look- 
ing toward  Warrenton. 

7.  Strong  working  parties  will  precede  the  head  of  each  main 
column  for  the  purpose  of  working  on  the  crossings  of  the  streams. 

8.  As  the  heads  of  columns  approach  Manassas  Junction  and  Bull 
Run  great  caution  will  be  observed,  and  at  the  crossings  of  Bull  Run 
dispositions  will  be  made  to  meet  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  attack  in  flank  or  dispute  the  passage. 

9.  The  movement  will  commence  at  daylight  by  each  corps  and 
the  Reserve  Artillery,  and  the  commanding  general  calls  upon  all  for 
the  utmost  promptitude  and  dispatch. 

Corps  commanders  will  keep  their  flankers  well  out  on  the  left 
flank,  and  picket  all  roads  coming  from  that  direction. 

10.  The  headquarters  will  be  found  along  the  route  of  the  rail- 
road, and  between  the  First  and  Sixth  Corps;  headquarters  will  be 
in  rear  of  Centreville. 

11.  General  Kilpatrick  will  move  by  way  of  Hay  Market  to  Sud- 
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ley  Springs,  if  practicable,  and  unite  with  Colonel  Gibbs  and  hold 
that  point. 

General  Gregg  will  cover  the  rear  and  left  flank  of  General  War- 
ren.    General  Buford  will  protect  the  trains. 
By  command  of  Major-Geucral  Meado: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  corps  and  independent  commanders  and  commanding  officer 
Reserve  Artillery.) 


War  Department, 
October  13,  1803—13  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Canby, 

New   York: 
Please  report  what  forces  you  have  in  New  York,  and  hold  them 
in  readiness  for  prompt  movement  immediately. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

kiecretary  of  War. 


New  York,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1863—11.40  a.  m. 

(Received  13.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  Twentieth  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York, 
First  and  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan,  and 
two  batteries,  about  2,000  men,  can  be  sent  at  once.  The  Fifth  Wis- 
consin is  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  but  can  be  recalled  and  sent 
immediately.  About  1,200  men  can  be  sent  from  Camp  Sprague  by 
consolidating  incomplete  organizations,  and  tliere  are  aboiit  3,000 
men  in  the  interior  that  can  be  pre^iared  and  sent  in  a  few  days.  I 
will  send  1,000  to-day. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  13,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 

General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Neiu  York  City: 
Send  immediately  by  rail  all  the  troops  that  can  be  spared  from 
your  department.     Consolidate  fractional  new  regiments,  and  send 
them  forward  with  dispatch. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


New  York  City,  October  13,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 
Your  telegram  of  4.30  is  received.     The  movement  will  commence 

at  once, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


308  OPEEATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       IChap.  XLI. 

War  Department, 
October  13,  1863—6.45  p.  m. 
S.  M.  Felton,  Esq., 

Prest.  of  Phila.,  Wil.  and  Bait.  R.  R.,  Philadelphia: 
Please  be  ready  for  immediate  movement  of  troops  from  New  Yoi'k 
to  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Similar  dispatch  to  Mr.  Garrett.) 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  13,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 

Mr.  Garrett, 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Lee  is  moving  north.     Look  well  to  your  rolling  stock.     General 
Kelley  has  been  notified.    Expect  new  cavalry  raids. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  October  13,  1863. 

(Received  7.06  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your  information,  and  I  act  at  once.  Have 
ordered  that  no  trains  now  west  of  Cumberland  shall  pass  east  of 
tliat  point,  and  that  none  shall  be  sent  to  points  west  of  Harper's 
Ferry  until  further  notice.  From  your  advices,  can  enemy  reach  us 
in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  ?  If  we  can  safely  use  this  much  time, 
we  can  work  a  large  amount  of  equipment  east  of  Harper's  Ferry 
that  may  prove  important  in  yovir  military  movement.  Is  any 
danger  of  raids  indicated  east  of  Harper's  Ferry  ? 

J.  W.  GARRETT. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  13,  1863—11.20  p.  m. 
Mr.  Garrett, 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore: 
I  have  nothing  definitive  ;  only  movement  north  in  general  terms. 
Kelley  says  a  cavalry  force  near  Martinsburg. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  13,  1863—11  p.  m. 

(Received  12  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
We  will  be  fully  prepared  for  the  movement  from  New  York.    We 
expect  to  get  through  to  Baltimore  a  large  equipment  during  the 
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night,  which  we  shall  hold  here  to  meet  any  requirements  you  may 
make.  Thirteen  locomotives,  Avith  full  trains  of  loaded  cars,  passed 
through  Martinsburg  at  7.15  this  p.  m.,  which  we  hope  to  get  through 
the  endangered  district  by  midnight. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 

President. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  13,  18G3 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,   W.   Va.  : 
Lee's  army  is  moving  north,  and  perhaps  will  go  into  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley.     Your  attention  is  called  to  Harper's  Ferry  and 
the  railroad  in  that  vicinity,  as  cavalry  raids  may  be  made  in  that 
direction. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General'in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverhj,  October  13,  18G3. 
Major  Gibson, 

Buckhannon  : 
It  is  reported  that  the  force  at  Bulltown  was  attacked  this  morn- 
ing by  a  siiperior  force.  .  The  Eighth  and  Third  and  a  battery  are 
moving  to  join  you  at  Buckhannon.  Have  you  heard  from  your 
patrol  sent  to  Centreville  ?  How  much  forage  and  subsistence  is  there 
at  Buckhannon?  Send  some  scouts  to  ascertain  which  direction  the 
enemy  takes  as  quickly  as  possible. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  13,  1863— 3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  Pierce.,  at  Martinsburg,  reports  the  combined  forces  of 
Jones,  Jenkins,  and  Imboden  at  or  near  Winchester  last  night,  and 
that  a  portion  of  Lee's  army  was  approaching  that  place  also.  If 
this  information  is  reliable,  they  evidently  intend  a  raid  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad,  or  a  movement  into  Maryland. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


War  Department, 

October  13,  1863—7  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Slough, 

Military  Governor  of  Alexandria: 
You  are  directed  to  give  your  attention  exclusiA'-ely  to  the  condi- 
tion  of  your  command  during   the    present   movements,  and  are 
relieved  from  any  other  duty.     On  account  of  the  sickness  of  Gen- 
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eral  Heintzelman,  Ma,ior-General  Augur  has  been  placed  in  command 
of  the  department.  Your  past  promptness  and  diligence  give  me 
assurance  that  you  need  no  fresh  admonition. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  October  13,  18G3. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

Have  instructed  Captain  Duvall  as  to  guard  at  Hog  Island  Light- 
House.  Ordered  (Saturday)  a  cavalry  guard  from  Drummondtown 
to  Assateague  Light-House.  Have  no  other  troops  but  three  cavalry 
companies  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Can- 
not get  any  information  from  General  Kelley  as  to  General  Lock- 
wood  or  regiments  ordered  here. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  of  Defenses, 

Washington,  October  13,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  All  the  officers  to  whom  the  Government  has  committed  the 
defense  of  harbors,  from  General  Totten,  Chief  Engineer,  down  to 
his  lowest  subordinate,  and  all  those  who  represent  the  interests  of 
cities  to  be  defended  or  the  civil  power  of  these  municipalities  or 
States,  are  unanimous  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  obstructions 
in  channels  to  be  defended,  to  arrest  and  detain  iron-clad  vessels 
under  the  fire  of  the  shore  batteries. 

For  the  last  six  months  or  more  the  matter  has  been  undergoing 
investigation  in  New  York,  but  as  yet,  no  practical  result  has  flowed 
from  it,  and  in  the  case  of  engineer  officers,  while  all  lay  down  the 
necessity  of  the  thing,  none  can  answer  what  it  shall  be.  That  the 
problem  is  one  of  exceeding  difficulty  all  admit,  but  if  nothing  is 
decided  as  to  plan  even,  what  shall  we  do  when  the  time  for  its  use 
arrives  ? 

The  collection  of  materials  alone  is  an  immense  undertaking ;  the 
fabric  must  be  the  result  of  time.  I  have  devoted  some  thought  to 
the  matter,  and  have  had  the  assistance  of  very  able  engineer  officers 
to  sketch  out  a  project  of  obstructions.  I  believe  the  only  way  to 
solve  the  problem  is  to  go  at  it  practically. 

An  efficient  barrier  in  the  Potomac  at  Rozier's  is  estimated  at 
about  $300,000.  If  we  should  get  into  a  war  with  a  maritime  power 
while  the  rebellion  is  yet  powerful,  Washington  is,  next  to  NeAv 
York,  a  probable  point  for  attack  throiigh  the  Potomac.  It  has  now 
no  formidable  batteries,  as  New  York  and  Boston  have.  The  guns 
which  will  be  mounted  in  the  two  new  earth-works  (sixteen  in 
all)  appear  to  be  the  only  thing  likely,  for  a  long  time,  to  oppose  an 
enemy's  reaching  Washington  through  the  Potomac.  Should  the 
emergency  occur,  therefore,  the  engineers  and  the  navy  would  both 
be  called  on  to  make  their  opposition  efficient  by  providing  the  only 
thing  that  can  do  so,  viz,  obstructions. 
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But  Washington  has  no  such  command  of  resources  and  material 
as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  have.  Its  navy-yard  would 
not  be  able  to  furnish  the  immense  amount  of  cables  required  ;  the 
timber  or  hulks  in  such  kind  and  quality  as  required  for  such  an  ob- 
struction are  not  to  be  had.  Hence,  the  necessity  of  a  provision 
beforehand.  But,  independently  of  the  importance  of  such  an  ob- 
struction beforehand,  it  is  particularly  imi)ortant  that  something 
should  be  done  at  once  to  solve  this  problem,  and  there  is  no  better 
j)lace  for  the  experiment  than  here.  When  the  thing  has  once  l)een 
done  we  shall  know  what  to  do  in  all  such  cases.  The  importance 
of  obstructions  has  been  fully  proved  at  Charleston  Harbor,  if  we 
may  believe  that  it  is  they  which  have  paralyzed  our  fleet  of  iron- 
clads. 

In  view  of  the  above  statements,  I  suggest  that  an  appropriation 
be  asked  of  Congress  of  $300,000  "for  providing  obstructions  to  be 
moored  in  the  Potomac,  to  render  the  shore  batteries  more  efficient 
for  the  protection  of  Washington  against  maritime  attack,"  and  I 
further  request  that  the  Secretary  of  War  authorize  a  sum  of  $150,000 
from  the  appropriation  for  "Contingencies  of  fortifications,"  or  any 
available  source,  to  be  immediately  applied  to  a  partial  construction 
of  such  obstructions,  and  in  order  to  arrive  speedily  at  some  practical 
conclusions  as  to  what  they  shall  do. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Brigadier-General,  &c. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  i;j,  18G3 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

It  is  reported  that  two  boats,  with  some  30  men,  have  been  hover- 
ing around  Hog  Island,  probably  intending  to  destroy  that  light. 
Can  you  not  send  a  steamer  to  cut  off  these  boats,  if  they  are  really 
there  ?  Lee's  army  has  been  moving  for  the  last  two  days,  appar- 
ently toward  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  General  Meade  is  not  yet 
satisfied  whether  it  is  a  real  movement  in  that  direction  or  only  a 
demonstration  against  his  flank. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  13,  1863. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
I  have  had  a  strong  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Hog  Island  for  the  past 
four  days,  and  have  left  a  small  guard  at  the  light-house.  I  will 
send  over  again  at  once.  I  wish  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  North- 
ampton were  in  my  department,  so  that  I  could  arrange  a  sure  pro- 
tection by  means  of  a  few  companies  of  loyal  Virginians,  with  fixed 
guards  and  patrols. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 
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Wak  Department, 
Washington,  October  13.  1863 — 4.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
It  is  possible  that  we  may  have  to  call  on  you  for  re-enforcements. 
If  so,  have  you  transportation,  and  how  many  men  can  you  spare 
for  an  emergency  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-in-  Ch  ief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  13,  1863. 

(Received  7.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
The  utmost  of  infantry  that  I  can  send,  even  in  an  extreme  emer- 
gency, is  two  weak  brigades;  but  I  will  send  to-night  to  North  Caro- 
lina i'oi'  another  good  brigade,  which  ought  to  be  here  in  three  days.. 
I  will  do  whatever  you  desire,  and  if  artillery  is  wanted  will  send  it 
also,  in  case  of  need.  I  think  we  can  muster  transportation  enough 
by  taking  up  what  vessels  are  here.  If  we  need  more  I  will  tele- 
graph at  once.  I  trust  you  will  remember  that  any  depletion  of  my 
force  will  make  some  positions  hardly  defensible  in  case  of  a  strong 
attack,  and  that  I  shall  need  the  troops  back  again  as  soon  as  tire 
emergency  is  over. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

War  Department, 
October  13,  1863—11.40  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes,  Norfdlh,  Va.: 

The  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  this  evening,  for  the 
first  time,  been  directed  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  and  he  is 
much  surprised  and  grieved  that  you  should  have  issued  such  an  or- 
der without  the  authority  of  this  Department.  You  are  directed  at 
once  to  revoke  it,  and  not  to  send  a  flag-of -truce  boat,  and  not  to  suffer 
any  one  to  pass  or  come  through  your  lines  without  the  express  per- 
mission of  this  Department.  The  Secretary  directs  me  to  say  that 
he  is  pained  that  such  an  excess  of  authority  should  have  taken 
place  so  early  in  your  administration.  You  will  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this  dispatch,  and  transmit  here  a  copy  of  your  order,  re- 
voking your  order  of  the  f)th. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

,  JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
October  13,  1863—1.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
A  circular  is.sued  by  Brigadier-General  Barnes,  dated  the  9th  of 
October,  and  giving  notice  that  persons  will  be  sent  beyond  the  lines 
on  the  ]  5th  of  this  month  has  this  evening,  for  the  first  time,  reached 
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the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  circular  is  an  excess 
of  authority  which  no  officer  in  the  service  lias  a  right  to  exercise, 
unless  by  express  instruction  from  this  Department.  The  Secretary 
has  directed  General  Barnes  immediately  to  revoke  it.  He  directs 
that  you  see  that  that  is  done,  and  that  you  issue  an  order  prohiljit- 
ing  any  officer  in  your  command  from  permitting  any  one  to  jjass 
through  your  lines  without  express  permission  from  this  Depart- 
ment. Flags  of  truce  and  prisoners  exchanged  are,  of  course,  ex- 
cepted. 

The  Secretary  is  grieved  that  such  an  order  should  so  early  have 
marked  the  administration  of  General  Barnes,  and  hopes  that  you 
will  admonish  him  against  the  repetition. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  14,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Troops  from  New  York  will  begin  to  arrive  here  to-day.  They 
will  be  immediately  pushed  forward.  General  Heintzelman  is  sick 
and  General  Augur  temporarily  in  his  place.  Use  any  of  his  troops 
in  your  vicinity,  advising  him.  Keep  me  advised  of  your  own  and 
enemy's  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Bristoe  Station,  October  14,  18G3. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

My  movement  thus  far  is  successful.  Skirmishing  between  t].e 
cavalry  and  also  with  our  rear  guard.  The  enerny  are  advancing 
from  Warrenton,  but  will  hardly  be  able  to  arrest  my  movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  14,  ISOli— 5  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Warren  is  engaged  with  the  enemy.  His  right  is  at  Bristoe.  He 
says  they  (the  enemy)  are  along  his  front.  I  shall  move  to  Bristoe 
at  once.  There  is  no  communication  between  French  and  myself. 
Sharp  musketry  firing  is  being  heard.  If  their  army  is  there,  two 
corps  are  little  better  than  one,  but  I  am  afraid  when  darkness  conies 
they  may  get  between  Warren  and  Manassas,  if  I  do  not  move  toward 
him,  and  even  then  they  may  get  between  French  and  myself. 

Send  me  some  word  whether  I  shall  unite  Avith  the  army  at  Cen- 
treville  to-night  or  remain  at  Bristoe.  I  have  no  information  as  to 
where  their  main  force  is. 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  14,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  •commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  to  Cen- 
treyille  to-night,  if  it  be  practicable.  If  it  is  not  practicable,  the 
major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  it  at  the  earliest  moment 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Centreville.  Va.,  October  14,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  12.30  a.  m.  15th.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  enemy  attacked  my  rear  guard,  the  Second  Corps,  at  Bristoe, 
about  4  p.  m.  General  Warren  repulsed  them,  capturing  a  battery 
and  over  100  prisoners.  General  Warren  fought  them  until  dark, 
the  Fifth  Corps  returning  to  his  support  about  that  time.  The  Fifth 
Corps  is  now  withdrawing  and  the  Second  will  be  withdrawn  to- 
night. The  army  will  then  be  here  to  await  the  further  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

The  army  is  somewhat  exhausted  by  the  recent  marches,  and 
unless  the  enemy  compels  a  movement  to-morrow,  I  shall  give 
them  rest. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  14,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  withdrawn  from  Bristoe  and  am  now  within  2  miles  of 
Blackburn's  Ford.  Warren  will  follow.  He  had  withdrawn  his 
artillery  before  I  left  him.  I  think  Gregg  has  gone  to  Brentsville 
to  join  Biiford  and  the  trains.  I  think  I  shall  bivouac  between 
Blackburn's  Ford  and  Centreville. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-Oeneral. 


Centreville,  Va.,  October  14, 1863. 

(Received  12.30  a.  m.,  15th.) 
Major-General  AuGUR  : 

Please  advise  me  of  the  troops  you  have  in  front  of  Washington, 
the  position  and  number ;  also,  what  troops  are  being  forwarded 
to  Fairfax  Station. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  of  Defenses, 

Washington,  October  14,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  A  Commission  having  been  ordered  by  you  a  year  ago,  to 
examine  into  the  system  of  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  that 
report  having  received  your  approval,  I  feel  it  proper  to  make  a  brief 
statement  of  the  operations  on  the  works  and  their  condition. 

Previous  to  my  resumption  of  charge  of  these  works  in  August, 
1862,  the  system  was  but  a  skeleton,  so  to  speak,  of  a  fortified  line. 
In  many  important  parts,  indeed,  though  the  works  would  be  valua- 
ble as  points-d'appui  to  a  line  of  battle,  they  would  be  almost  useless 
unless  in  connection  with  an  army  strong  enough  to  be  capable  of 
giving  battle.  Washington  required  something  more  than  this. 
Washington  required  to  have  all  the  strength  that  could  be  attained 
from  a  line  of  field-works  ;  a  strength  which  would  enable  it  to  be 
defended  with  a  moderate  force  against  very  superior  numbers,  at 
the  same  time  furnishing  to  an  inferior  or  defeated  army,  forced  to 
take  refuge  within  its  lines,  an  impregnable  barrier.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  idea,  I  immediately  commenced  operations,  which 
were  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  commission.  I  give  a  brief 
sketch. 

Fort  Lyon. — Four  out- works.  Forts  Willard,  O'Rorke,  Farns- 
worth,  and  Weed,  have  been  completed  and  armed,  and  auxiliary 
batteries  and  rifle-pits  connect  them.  The  position  now  is  a  very 
strong  one. 

Fort  Williams. — On  Traitor's  (Cooper's)  Hill,  has  been  built,  also 
rifle-pits  and  batteries  between  it  and  Ellsworth.  With  a  few  pieces 
of  field  artillery  in  these  batteries  and  the  opposite  one  near  Fort 
Lyon,  and  some  watchfulness,  a  cavalry  raid  into  Alexandria  would 
be  difficult,  while  they  complete  the  system  of  defense  against  reg- 
ular attacks. 

Battery  Garesche,  a  small  fort,  has  been  built  near  Fort  Blenker. 
It  is  armed  and  efficient. 

Fort  Berry,  occupying  an  important  point  between  Forts  Barnard 
and  Richardson,  has  been  built  and  armed. 

Fort  Whipple. — This  powerful  work,  one  of  the  finest  field-works 
in  the  world,  was  commenced  in  the  spring,  and  had  its  batteries 
ready  early  in  June.     It  is  now  essentially  complete. 

Fort  C.  F.  Smith,  commenced  last  winter,  was  in  readiness  early 
this  spring.     It  is  a  powerful  work,  and  is  essentially  complete. 

The  various  works  on  the  line  south  of  the  Potomac,  from  Fort 
Lyon  to  Fort  C.  F.  Smith,  have,  with  few  exceptions,  undergone" 
important  modifications  and  improvements. 

In  Forts  De  Kalb,  Craig,  and  Tillinghast,  large  bomb-proofs  have 
been  made  (all  the  new  works,  except  Berry,  have  extensive  bomb- 
proofs),  and  in  all,  new  embrasures  and  platforms  have  been  made, 
magazines  strengthened,  &c.  The  works  have  been  connected  by 
rifle-pits  (more  properly  covered  ways  for  infantry),  and  at  all 
points  where  artillery  could  be  advantageously  used,  i)atteries  for 
field  guns  have  been  constructed. 

Forts  Ethan  Allen  and  Marcy  (at  Chain  Bridge).— These  works 
have  been  extensively  repaired  and  improved,  and  large  additional 
bomb-proofs  built.  They  are  connected  and  supported  by  covered 
way  rifle-pits,  and  batteries  for  field  guns  arranged  where  necessary. 
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Fart  Sunnier.— The  three  works,  Franklin,  Ripley,  and  Alexander, 
have  been  combined  into  one  powerful  work  of  this  name. 

Forts  Mansfield,  Simmons,  and  Bayard  have  been  built  between 
Sumner  and  Reno. 

Fort  Reno  (formerly  Pennsylvania)  has  been  extensively  modified, 
bomb-proofs  added,  and  the  powerful  battery  in  advance  constriicted. 
Connecting  the  works  mentioned  (from  Sumner  to  Reno)  are  Bat- 
teries Benson  and  Bailey,  and  several  others,  and  lines  of  covered 
way  rifle-pits. 

Fort  Kearny,  a  powerful  work,  has  been  built  between  Reno  and 
De  Russy,  as  also  Batteries  Russell,  Smead,  Terrill  and  covered  way 
rifle-pits. 

Fort  De  Russy. — Modified  and  improved.  Between  it  and  Fort 
Stevens,  the  Batteries  Kingsbury  and  Sill  and  lines  of  rifle-pits  have 
been  constructed. 

Fort  Stevens  (formerly  Massachusetts)  has  been  extensively  en- 
larged and  improved.  Between  it  and  Fort  Slocum  three  new  bat- 
teries and  lines  of  rifle-pits  have  been  constructed. 

Fart  Slocum,  origiTially  one  of  ihe  weakest,  has  become  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  works  on  the  line.  Between  Forts  Bunker 
Hill  and  Saratoga,  Saratoga  and  Tliayer,  Thayer  and  Lincoln,  nu- 
merous batteries  for  field  guns  have  been  built  and  constructed  and 
supported  by  lines  of  rifle-pits. 

Fort  Lincoln  has  had  additional  bomb-proofs  built.  The  spur  or 
ridge  between  it  and  the  Eastern  Branch  has  been  occupied  by  the 
powerful  Battery  Jameson,  and  by  rifle-pits  arranged  as  covered 
ways. 

FoH  Mahan  has  been  strengthened  by  the  construction  of  bastion- 
ets.  for  flanking. 

Fori  Meigs  has  been  extensively  enlarged.  All  other  works  not 
mentioned  have,  with  scarce  an  exception,  received  considerable 
improvement  and  modification. 

On  nine  different  points  having  the  most  extensive  command, 
100-pounder  Parrott  guns  have  been  mounted  so  as  to  bring  every 
jjart  of  the  gi'ound  in  front  of  our  line  iinder  their  fire.  Two  new  bat- 
teries, Parrott  and  Kemble,  were  built  expressly  for  such  guns,  and 
their  special  function  is,  with  Battery  Cameron,  to  sweep  the  heights 
across  the  Potomac  between  the  Chain  Bridge  and  Fort  C.  F. 
Smith. 

For  the  defense  of  the  Potomac,  the  two  water  batteries  (Battery 
Rodgers  and  Fort  Foote)  have  been  constructed.  They  are  essen- 
tially finished,  and  are  receiving  their  armament.  The  latter  is  a 
powerfvd  inclosed  work,  and  the  most  elaborate  in  its  internal  ar- 
rangements of  all  the  defenses  of  Washington. 

The  work  described  is  either  finished  or  brought  to  a  state  of  effi- 
ciency ;  still  a  system  of  works  of  this  character  demands  constant 
watchfulness  and  expenditure  to  keep  it  up,  and  there  are  yet  some 
works  that  require  overhauling,  and  all  of  them  ought  to  have  their 
scarps  either  revetted  or  sloped  and  sodded.  Fort  Ward,  in  particu- 
lar, a  very  important  work,  was  built  in  great  haste,  and  demands 
almost  complete  rebuilding. 

It  is  a  maxim  among  railroad  men  that  "when  the  cars  can  go 
over  the  road  it  is  half  done."  Turn-outs  have  to  be  made,  depots, 
store-houses,  offices,  &c.,  have  to  be  built.  The  track  must  be  bal- 
lasted, tunnels,  cuts,  and  embankments  enlarged,  and,  finally,  a  sec- 
ond track  must  be  laid.     It  is  quite  likely  that  this  maxim  will  apply 
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fully  to  the  works  about  Washington.  They  are,  essentially,  brought 
to  a  condition  to  render  the  services  expected  of  them,  as  a  railroad 
over  which  the  trains  begin  to  pass  is  brought  to  a  condition  to  do 
tlio  service  expected  of  it,  and,  like  the  railroad,  it  is  likely  to  turn 
out  that  they  are  really  but  half  finished. 

I  liave  just  before  indicated,  in  general  terms,  how  much  I  can 
foresee  that  ought  to  be  done,  besides  which  there  will,  doiibtless, 
arise  innumerable  demands  for  repairs  and  removal  of  what  was 
liastily  and  imperfectly  built  in  the  first  place,  as  well  as  for  modifi- 
cations and  improvements. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  magnify  this  work.  I  am  ready  to  leaA'o 
it  at  any  moment.  I  relinquished  command  and  the  more  exciting 
duties  of  the  field  at  a  moment  when  they  would  have  brought  me 
UKjre  palpable  recompense,  to  carry  out  these  works,  because  I  felt 
tliat  the  security  of  "Washington  demanded  their  perfection,  and  that 
the  security  of  Washington  meant  the  security  of  the  nation's  cause, 
and  that  I  was  the  man  upon  whoin  the  duty  fell. 

Witli  these  remarks,  I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  asked 
of  Congress  of  §o()0.000.  for  completing  and  rendering  more  per- 
manent the  defenses  of  Washington. 

I  am,  very  resiDectfuUy,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BAENARD, 
Brigadier-General,  &c. 


Fairfax  Court-House, 
October  14,  1863—10  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur,   Washinrjion : 

Captain  Strang  telegraphed  me  about  7  o'clock  that  his  train  had 
been  attacked  by  guerrillas,  this  afternoon,  on  the  hill  this  side  of 
Bull  Run  Ford.  He  thinks  that  there  were  about  100  wagons  which 
liad  not  yet  crossed  the  ford.  He  asked  me  for  a  cavalry  force  to 
overtake  them.  I  had  none  to  send.  Tint  I  am  inclined  to  think  most 
of  tlie  train  will  get  tlirough  safely.  I  have  an  infantry  regiment  at 
Union  Mills,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  ford. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Br  iga  d  ier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington ,  October  14,  1863—9.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Couch, 

CliambrrHburg,  Pa.: 
Have  you  any  troops  which  could  re-enforce  Harper's  Ferry  ?    It 
is  threatened. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Washington, 
October  14,  1863—2.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Couch, 

Chambershurg  : 
Will  the  Pennsylvania  troops  willingly  do  duty  out  of  the  State  ? 
'  ''  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 
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Chambeesbueg,  Pa.,  October  14,  1863—4.40  p.  m. 

(Keceived  6.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
I  have  eleven  companies  of  six-months'  infantry  between  this  place 
and  Philadelphia.  I  think  they  would  go  readily  where  ordered. 
Ten  companies  of  six-months'  cavalry  are  on  the  border.  About  one- 
third  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry  are  away  now.  The  Tenth  New 
Jersey  is  ordered  to  Harrisburg  from  Pottsville. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 

(Received  10.35  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Culltjm, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Sullivan  reports  the  return  of  his  cavalry  scout  from 
Upperville,  in  Loudoun  County.     Saw  no  enemy. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  14,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  4.35  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  now  in  command  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  to  order  all  extra  stores  and  baggage  from  Martinsburg  to 
Harper's  Ferry.  If  cars  have  been  ordered  to  remove  stores  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  I  presume  it  is  a  mistake.  I  have  ordered  General 
Sullivan  not  to  remove  stores  from  Harper's  Ferry.  He  reports  this 
a.  m.  no  enemy  in  sight. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

New  York,  October  14,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  11.40  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Orders  were  given  yesterday  morning  to  prepare  transportation 
by  water,  but  changed  last  evening  upon  the  receipt  of  the  telegram 
from  the  General-in-Chief,  and  all  will  now  be  sent  by  rail.  The 
changes  to  the  harbor  were  made  last  night  and  yesterday,  and  I 
will  be  able  to  send  about  3,000  more  in  the  course  of  to-day. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Albany,  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1863. 

(Received  12.05  a.  m.,  15th.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

Governor  Seymour  directs  me  to  inform  you  that'  he  has  ordered 
all  the  volunteer  troops  in  this  State  to  New  York ;  thence  to  Wash- 
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ington  as  soon  as  State  bounty  is  paid.     If  need  be,  they  can  go  at 
once  to  Washington,  and  the  bounty  be  paid  there.     Please  answer. 

J.  B.  STONEHOUSE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  October  14,  1863. 

(Received  1.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-Chief  : 
The  following  is  the  reply  of  Captain  Duvall  to  the  dispatch  sent 
him  in  relation  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  guard  at  Hog  Island : 

Eastville,  Va., 
October  14,  1863. 
Colonel  Chesebbough, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  hope  the  report  is  untrue.  The  island  is  guarded  by  a  squad  of  12  men  of  Cap- 
tain Smith's  company,  and  he  has  assured  me  the  officer,  tliough  one  of  the  non- 
commissioned, is  a  most  faitliful  man.  There  can  be  no  danger  this  time,  for  there 
is  a  force  from  Old  Point  with  a  steamer  in  the  Sound,  and  troops  on  the  adjoining 
island.  I  wiU  look  to  it  at  once,  and  make  sure  there  can  come  no  harm.  I  will 
report  to  you  to-morrow. 

R.  E.  DUVALL, 

Captain. 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  October  14,  186.3. 

(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Sharps, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Have  iust  received  information  from  a  scout  sent  out  by  me  that 
part  of  Ewell's  corps  was  this  side  the  Shenandoah  River,  on  the 
BerryviUe  road. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  October  14,  1863. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Col.  G.  H.  Sharpe, 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal-General : 

Report  from  our  friends: 

Richmond,  October  4. 
Lee  advancing  with  55,000  men.     Hill  and  Longstreet  cannot  return.     Very 
few  soldiers  in  and  about  Richmond.     Throwing  up  more  works  on  Mechanicsville 
road. 

J.  L.  McPHAIL. 

Clarksburg, 
October  14,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Beverly : 

Jackson  has  retreated  toward  Sutton.     He  may  return  to  Hunters- 
ville  through  Webster  County.     Can  you  not  cut  him  off  at  sogje 
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point  ?  I  think  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Second  or  Tenth  [West 
Virginia]  know  that  country  thoroughly,  and  could  do  it.  He  has 
probably  from  500  to  600  men.  Imboden  was  at  Front  Royal  last 
night  with  about  1,000  men.  Thirteen  rebels  killed  and  about  60 
wounded  at  BuUtown. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  October  14,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley  : 

I  have  sent  strong  patrols  from  Buckhannon  to  Elkwater  via  Cen- 
troville.  The  enemy  will,  I  think,  go  up  Elk  via  the  Glades  to 
Cackleytown,  and  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  and  horses  to  go  after 
him  in  Webster.  The  enemy  charged  upon  my  pickets  night  before 
last  without  meeting  any  success,  and  at  3  p.  m.  to-day  they  were 
found  in  considerable  strength  on  Cheat  Mountain.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  they  propose  to  do  in  front  before  undertaking  anything 
which  would  diminish  my  command.  All  this  activity  must  be  to 
cover  a  real  attack  somewhere,  or  else  the  movement  of  Lee's  army 
to  the  west.  We  shall  know  in  a  day  or  two.  Cackleytown  or 
Lewisburg  would  be  very  good  points  to  cut  off  Jackson. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  14,  1863—9.10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Hardie, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Your  telegram  received.  General  Barnes  is  not  to  blame,  as  he 
acted  by  my  orders. 

There  are  in  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  vicinity  many  paupers 
and  old  persons,  who  are  now  or  soon  will  be  a  burden  upon  the 
Government,  but  who  have  means  of  support  beyond  our  lines. 
Also  many  persons  inimical  to  the  Government,  who  now  prefer  to 
go  beyond  the  lines,  and  whose  influence  is  prejudicial  to  the  restora- 
tion of  industry  and  trade,  and  the  proper  feeling  of  loyalty.  I 
decided  that  all  such  persons  should  oe  sent  beyond  the  lines  as  a 
military  necessity.  This  is  the  same  course  as  that  pursued  in  North 
Carolina,  which  resulted  in  ridding  the  towns  held  by  us  of  all  dis- 
loyal people  and  white  paupers,  and  in  creating  a  spirit  of  satisfac- 
tion among  the  remaining  ones  toward  their  rulers.  I  did  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the.Secretary  of  War, 
because  I  suppose  it  to  be  my  duty  to  attend  to  all  without  troubling 
the  Secretary  with  matters  in  my  department  relating  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people  under  military  rule,  and  necessary  to  the  restoration 
of  a  feeling  of  loyalty  to  the  Government. 

Please  make  my  regrets  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  this  action 
does  not  meet  his  sanction.  Also  present  reasons  for  the  action,  and 
request  that  he  approve  of  it,  so  that  it  may  now  be  carried  out.  No 
persons  except  those  described  above  sent  as  a  military  necessity  are 
ever  permitted  to  pass  our  lines  without  a  special  permit  from  the 
Secretary  of  War, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General, 
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War  Department, 
October  14,  1863—2.05  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  has  been  received.  By  reference 
to  the  circular  of  the  9th  instant,  you  will  find  that  it  is  not  placed 
upon  any  military  necessity  in  your  department,  but  upon  the  request 
of  numerous  persons  in  Norfolk,  and  extends  the  privilege  to  all  per- 
sons desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  that  opportunity.  The  Depart- 
ment had  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  inducing  the  circular  or  its 
purposes  excepting  as  expressed  upon  its  face,  and  no  proceeding 
could  be  more  objectionable  than  its  purport. 

The  privilege  of  passing  persons  beyond  our  lines  into  the  rebel 
territory  has  never  been  exercised  in  any  department  before,  to  'my 
knowledge,  without  the  express  authority  of  this  Department,  save 
only  in  the  case  of  a  military  necessity  arising  so  suddenly  that  a 
military  commander  was  compelled  to  act  without  previous  commu- 
nication with  the  Department.  Were  the  privilege  confined  to  the 
persons  enumerated  in  your  telegram,  to  wit,  "Paupers  and  old  per- 
sons who  are  now  or  soon  will  be  a  burden  upon  the  Government," 
there  would  be  no  objection  raised;  but  even  for  such  purpose  and 
applied  to  such  persons,  the  express  authority  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  obtained,  if  circumstances  would  admit  of  time  enough 
to  present  the  matter  to  the  Government.  Restricting  the  order  to 
the  class  of  persons  enumerated  in  your  telegram,  namely,  "  Paupers 
and  old  persons  in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  the  vicinity,  who 
are  or  soon  will  be  a  burden  upon  the  Government,"  you  are  au- 
thorized to  place  them  beyond  your  lines.  No  other  persons  should 
be  allowed  to  pass  excepting  upon  the  express  authority  of  this 
Department.  A  large  number  of  applications  are  now  pending, 
and  persons  applying  for  permission  to  go  by  fiag-of-truce  boat 
from  Fort  Monroe  are,  and  for  months  have  been,  daily  refused. 

If,  in  your  judgment,  military  necessity  should  require  the  removal 
of  any  other  obnoxious  persons,  or  persons  of  any  other  class  than 
those  enumerated,  the  convenience  and  facility  of  telegraphing  will 
enable  you  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  Department,  together  with 
the  facts,  and  obtain  instructions.  Very  great  evils  have  at  diflierent 
times  been  occasioned  by  the  indiscriminate  privilege  of  passing  from 
Fort  Monroe  beyond  our  lines,  or  of  coming  within  our  lines  at  that 
place,  and  hence  so  much  ^P^rtance  is  attributed  to  th|^matter. 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
October  14,  1863—2.05  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Barnes, 

Commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va. :  i   -c    .. 

A  dispatch  received  this  morning  from  Major-General  Foster 
assumes  the  responsibility  of  the  circular  of  the  9tl\9f  P^.^^^^^' ^f  ,^- 
ing  your  name,  and  relieves  you  from  any  responsibility  in  regard  to 
it  While,  therefore,  the  order  itself,  in  the  terms  m  which  it  is 
expressed,  is  not  approved,  no  ^l^°^|,^|^*/^^^^Vrg2NT0N, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Minnesota, 
October  14,  1863— a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comclg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
General  :  Tlie  Falikee  came  in  last  evening,  and  I  will  send  her 
with  the  inclosed*  to  Captain  Sands,  instructing  him  to  make  the 
reconnaissance  of  Smith  s  Island,  unless  you  have  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  send  it.  This  service  will  be  willingly  rendered  if  you 
have  no  better  means  than  ours,  and  are  willing  to  rely  on  navy 
scouting.  If  you  make  a  detail,  I  will  instruct  Captain  Sands  to 
afford  desired  facilities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  &c. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 

No.  13.  i  Norfolk,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 

The  following  order  is  hereby  transmitted: 

General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

No.  17.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  10,1S63. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Military  Commission  instituted  for  the  trial  of  David  M. 
Wright,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  by  Special  Orders,  Nos.  195, 196, and  197, of  1863,  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  having,  in  accordance  ■with  section  5 
of  tlie  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17,  1863,  been  submitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  sentence  having  been  approved,  and  the  execution  ordered 
by  the  President  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  major-general  commanding  the  de- 
partment may  appoint,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  sentence  that  the  accused, 
David  M.  Wright,  of  Norfolk,  be  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  be  dead,  be  carried  into 
execution  on  Friday  next,  the  16th  day  of  October,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at 
such  place  in  or  near  Norfolk  as  Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes,  commanding  United 
States  forces  at  that  place,  may  designate. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  order,  the  execution  of  Dr.  Wright 
will  take  place  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  near  this  city,  at  the  time  specified 
above,  t  The  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  One  hundred 
and  eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Regan's  battery  (with- 
out pieces),  will  be  present,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Button. 
The  provost-marshal  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Barnes: 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  460.  [  Washington,  October  14,  1863. 

0.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Rowley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  repair 
without  delay  to  Portland,  Me.,  and  relieve  Maj.  Charles  J.  Wiiit- 
ing.  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  in  command  of  the  depot  for  drafted  men 
at  that  place. 

*  Not  found. 

t  See  Order  of  October  33, 
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As  soon  as  relieved,  Major  Whiting  will  at  once  repair  to  this  city 
and  report  in  person  at  the  War  Department. 

■T"  ■!•  ^  #fC  ^  vK  ^ 

35.  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Maj.  Gen. 
C.  C.  A\igur  will  temporarily  relievo  Major-Geueral  Heintzelman 
from  the  command  of  the  Dei^artment  of  Washington  and  of  the 
Twenty-second  Army  Corps.  * 

-P  ^  ^  S|C  -fC  >f>  S|C 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  15,  1863—12.30  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys  : 

Your  last  dispatch  was  received  after  I  had  crossed  Bull  Run  and 
was  2  miles  this  side  of  it.     My  troops  will  be  bivouacked  there. 
There  is  no  water  that  I  could  see.     Shall  they  continue  to  Centre- 
ville  in  the  morning,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yesterday? 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES. 

[P.  S.] — My  headquarters  are  about  a  mile  in  rear  of  my  troops,  at 
a  house  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road  going  from  Centreville  to 
Bull  Run.  The  orderly  who  carries  this  dispatch  knows  where  they 
are.     My  troops  will  not  all  get  to  their  ground  before  3  a.  m. 


Washington, 
October  15,  1863—2  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

There  are  no  troops  in  front  of  Washington  south  of  the  Potomac, 
excepting  those  in  the  works,  say  7,000,  and  the  guard  in  and  around 
Alexandria.  I  do  not  know  what  troops,  if  any,  are  on  their  way 
to  Fairfax  Station,  but  will  have  you  informed  before  morning. 
General  King  has  about  2,000  men  under  him  at  Fairfax  Court- 
House  and  other  points  in  that  vicinity. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Major-  General. 


Washington, 
October  15,  1863—4.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

To  your  question  to  General  Augur,  what  troops  are  being  for- 
warded to  Fairfax  Station,  the  reply  is  that  there  are  six  regiments 
and  two  batteries  (old  volunteer  troops)  on  their  way  from  New 
York  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  These  regiments  number  about 
3,000. 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

*  Major-General  Augur  assumed  command  same  day. 
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Headquarters  Akmy  op  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—7  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

I  presume  you  have  an  advance  force  on  tlie  pike  where  it  crosses 
Cub  Run.     A  division  was  ordered  to  be  sent  by  you  to  Bull  Run 
Bridge,  but  subsequently  Cub  Run  Bridge  was  substituted  for  it. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  18C3— 7  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
immediately  to  Union  Mills,  so  as  to  hold  that  position  and  send  a 
division  to  Fairfax  Station  to  cover  and  hold  that  point. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—7  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corjjs: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
to  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  hold  the  roads  leading  to  that  point. 
The  most  important  point  in  that  locality  is  marked  Germantown  on 
the  map,  where  three  or  four  roads  unite.  General  Sedgwick  holds 
the  Little  River  turnpike  near  Chantilly.  French  will  be  at  Union 
Mills,  with  a  division  at  Fairfax  Station. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—7  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  jou  concentrate  your 
corps  on  the  Little  River  turnpike,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cross-roads 
at  Sanders^  toll-gate,  so  as  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—7.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  jslace  your  corps 
on  the  left  of  General  Newton's,  so  as  to  hold  the  heights  and 
Mitchell's  and  Blackburn's  Fords.    General  French  is  ordered  to 
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Union  Mills,  and  will  cover  McLean's  Ford.     General  Sedgwick  is 
on  the  Little  River  pike  near  the  cross-roads  at  Sanders'  toll-gate. 
Sykes  is  ordered  to  Fairfax  Coiirt-House.    Your  pickets  should  con- 
nect with  Newton's  and  French's. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—7.45  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  King,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  advise  you  that  his  forces 
now  occupy  the  line  of  Union  Mills,  Centreville,  and  Chantilly.  Any 
forces  you  may  have  had  in  front  of  this  line  he  presumes  have 
already  fallen  back  within  it.  For  the  present,  the  general  desires 
that  you  will,  as  heretofore,  guard  the  railroad  toward  Alexandria. 
He  has  not  at  this  moment  any  request  to  make  with  regard  to 
Colonel  Lowell's  cavalry,  except  to  ask  that  he  may  be  promptly 
furnished  with  all  information  respecting  the  movements  of  the 
enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—8.45  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  considers 
one  division  sufficient  to  hold  the  works  on  the  heights  of  Centre- 
ville. The  remainder  of  your  force  should  be  held  massed  at  some 
point  between  you  and  General  Sedgwick,  ready  to  take  position. 
General  Sedgwick  is  ordered  to  concentrate  on  the  Little  River  pike 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cross-roads  at  Sanders'  toll-gate.  You  should 
retain  a  force  at  Cub  Run  Bridge,  and  your  picket  line  should  con- 
nect with  Sedgwick  on  the  right  and  Warren  on  the  left.  French 
is  ordered  to  Union  Mills.  Sykes  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Warren's 
troops  are  now  on  the  heights  above  Blackburn's  and  Mitcliell's 
Fords.  Pickets  should  be  well  out. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1803—9.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  yoti  should 
liold  McLean's  Ford.  This  ford  is  about  a  mile  below  Blackburn's 
Ford.  General  Warren  will  hold  Blackburn's  Ford  on  the  left. 
Your  pickets  should  connect  with  his  on  the  riglit.  General  Buford 
is  directed  to  picket  the  Occoquan. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Generul,  and  Chief  of  Stuff. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1803—10.30  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that 
Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  liis 
division  at  Fairfax  Court-House.  Such  of  his  troops  aS"  are  guard- 
ing the  railroad  (with  tlie  exception  of  those  at  Fairfax  Station)  will 
remain  on  that  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Centreville,  October  lo,  1863 — 12  m. 

(Received  1.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

Generals  Warren  and  Sykes  were  successfully  withdrawn  last 
night,  and  the  army  is  now  at  Union  Mills,  Centreville,  Chantilly, 
and  Fairfax  Court-House,  awaiting  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
The  cavalry  is  out  on  the  flank  and  the  front,  endeavoring  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy.  General  War- 
ren engaged  yesterday  Heth's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  inflicting 
serious  injury  on  it,  taking  5  guns  and  450  prisoners.  Among  the 
prisoners  are  soldiers  just  from  Charleston.  The  reports  of  the  pris- 
oners are  that  Hill's  and  Ewell's  corps,  re-enforced  to  a  reported 
strength  of  80,000,  are  advancing  on  me,  their  plan  being  to  secure 
the  Bull  Run  field  in  advance  of  me.  They  started  five  days  ago 
with  seven  days'  rations  witli  the  men  and  large  supply  trains. 

I  am  unable  to  surmise  whether  Lee  will  await  opening  his  com- 
munication with  Gordonsville,  or  whether  he  will  continue  his  ad- 
vance. In  the  latter  case,  I  siippose  he  will  turn  me  again,  probably 
by  the  right,  with  his  back  to  the  mountain,  in  which  case  I  shall 
either  fall  on  him  or  retire  nearer  Washington,  according  as  his 
movements  indicate  the  probability  of  his  being  able  to  concentrate 
more  rapidly  than  I  can.  I  have  ordered  General  King,  with  such 
of  his  troops  as  are  at  Fairfax  Court-House  and  Station,  to  report  to 
Major-General  Sykes,  Fifth  Corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Union  Mills, 

October  15,  1803. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  are  reconnoitering  the  fords  with  cavalry  and  artillery, 
not  in  large  force.     A  rapid  crossing  of  our  cavalry  at  Mitchell's 
Ford  would  break  it  up. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 
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October  15,  [18C3]— 12.30  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 
Colonel  Smith  has  just  sent  in  a  man,  whom  he  directed  to  say — 

That  he  had  got  out  about  2  miles  beyond  Bull  Run,  and  finds  rebel  cavalry  at 
Manassas,  and  a  cloud  of  dust  beyond. 

It  is  n6t  made  in  writing.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Smith  pencil 
and  paper,  and  directed  him  to  report  hourly,  and  oftener,  if  any- 
thing important  occurs. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


McLean's  Ford, 
October  15,  1803—3  p.  m. 
Major  NoRVELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Corps: 
Major:  The  enemy  have  attacked  me  with  cavalry,  supported  by 
a  full  battery  of  artillery.     I  cannot  reach  them  with  my  guns  (one 
section),  light  twelves. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Union  Mills, 

October  15,  18G3.     ■ 
General  Humphreys: 

The  firing  is  at  McLean's  Ford.     The  enemy  have  a  battery  of 
rifled  guns,  supported  by  cavalry. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  15,  [1863]— 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  cannonading  has  been  all  by  the  enemy,  and  I  think  is  a  blind 
to  some  other  movement.     All  our  cavalry  are  on  this  side  of  the  ' 
river,  and  my  i)ickets  are  firing  with  the  rebel  dismounted  cavalry, 
which  do  not  amount  to  anything. 

We  see  about  1,000  rebel  infantry  moving  across  the  bottom  land 
toward  Union  Mills  in  plain  open  sight.  I  also  see  a  single  horse- 
man on  the  high  bluff  opposite  that  place. 

It  cannot  be  possible  that  the  enemy  can  intend  to  advance  in  this 
direction.  I  think  I  could  give  them  a  day's  work  by  myself.  It  is 
reported  that  General  French's  pickets  are  coming  back  from  across 
Bull  Run,  and  that  General  French  says  he  can  be  driven  from  his 
position.  ' 

I  may  open  on  the  enemy  if  I  get  a  good  chance. 

^  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

.3.15  p.  m. 
[P.  S.]— Since  writing  the  within,  the  enemy  opened  on  my  wagon 
train  containing  the  supplies  I  was  issuing,  and  ran  us  off.     We  are 
replying. 


328  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863—4  p.  m. 

(Received  4.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
I  have  an  abundance  of  artillery,  perhaps  more  even  than  can  be 
used  to  advantage,  but  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  all  the  infantry 
and  cavalry  you  can  send  me. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  v^orps, 

October  15,  1863—4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

There  is  considerable  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Brentsville, 
going  on  now.  General  Kilpatrick  sent  an  officer  just  now  to  ask 
what  the  firing  here  meant,  and  I  told  him.  He  said  nothing  im- 
portant was  passing  along  the  part  of  the  line  he  was  conversant 
with.  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  all  that  is  going  on  in 
my  front  is  mere  humbug.  It  is  meant  to  cover  either  a  retreat  or 
a  flank  movement.  General  Buford  is  probably  in  a  position  to 
settle  which  it.is.     No  damage  done  by  the  cannonading. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  15,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Advices  from  Rosecnns  that  Jeff.  Davis  was  with  Bragg's  army 
on  Saturday,  and  promised  them  more  re-enforcements.  Reports 
from  Richmond  make  Lee's  present  force  only  55,000.  Is  he  not 
trying  to  bully  you,  while  tlie  mass  of  the  rebel  armies  are  concen- 
trating against  Rosecrans  ?  I  cannot  see  it  in  any  other  light.  In- 
stead of  retreating,  I  think  you  ought  to  give  him  battle.  From  all 
the  information  I  can  get,  his  force  is  very  much  inferior  to  yours. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


October  15,  [1863]— 7  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

The  firing  of  General  Buford  toward  Brentsville  (I  suppose  it  was 
him  near  that  place)  seemed  very  much  to  disconcert  the  enemy  in 
my  front.  They  soon  after  retired  without  any  special  demonstra- 
tion from  me.  This  force  consisted  of  a  battery,  one  gun  (a  Whit- 
worth),  supported  by  a  pretty  large  force  of  cavalry  (a  brigade  at 
least  visible),  and  some  footmen,  perhaps  1,000  strong.  General 
Buford  seemed  to  drive  the  enemy  all  the  time. 

I  think  Lee's  game  is  blocked,  and  that  he  will  retreat  when  pressed. 
It  may  be,  though,  that  he  still  contemplates  an  advance  around 
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our  riglit.     I  believe  we  can  wliiiD  him  in  any  fair  fight,  even  by- 
attacking. 

If  you  wish,  I  can  push  forward  again  and  see  what  is  going  on 
in  my  front,  if  you  are  still  in  doubt  about  the  enemy's  movements. 
I  am  very  tired,  or  I  would  come  down  to  see  you. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

[P.  S.] — The  officers  of  the  corps  are  very  much  delighted  with 
your  compliment,  and  I  am  more  than  pleased — am  very  grateful. 


Signal,  Station,  General  Warren's  Headquarters, 

October  15,  1863—9.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  enemy,  I  believe,  had  a  thin  picket  line  at  dark  along  Bull 
Run.  We  could  see  a  little  force  at  Manassas,  but  could  not  say  how 
much.     I  think  there  is  no  considerable  force  in  my  front. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1863.     (Received  6.30  a.  m.,  16th.) 
Major-General  French, 

Union  Mills: 
Buford  reports  he  still  needs  assistance.     Send  a  brigade  at  early 
daylight.     Wolf  Run  Ford  is  on  Bull  Run,  li  miles  below  Union 
Mills.     It  is  laid  down  on  the  McDowell  map. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


New  York,  October  15,  1863. 

(Received  3.40  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjtdant-General: 
The  Fifth  Wisconsin  will  leave  for  Washington  this  afternoon. 
Shall  I  arm  the  new  organizations  coming  in  from  the  interior  of 
the  State?    It  will  perhaps  save  time  to  send  them  on  direct. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
October  15,  1863—6.20  p.  m. 
General  Canby, 

New  York  City: 
I  think  all  troops  from  the  interior  should  bo  sent  on  direct. 

H.  W.  HALLP]CK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Chambersbueg,  Pa.,  October  15,  18G3. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  have  ordered  Colonel  Boyd,  with  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  to 
Sharpsburg.  No  artillery  has  been  ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry. 
Three  batteries  could  be  sent. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  15,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Couch, 

Chambersburg,  Pa. : 

Such  troops  as  you  can  move  will  be  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  October  15,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding  Department,  Clarksburg  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Buckhannon : 

Camp  Canaan  is  23  miles  from  above  this,  on  the  Centreville  road.  A  loyal  citi- 
zen, by  name  Waugh,  from  there  an  hour  since,  gives  the  following  information: 
Seven  hundred  rebels,  he  says,  ■will  camp  to-night  at  Camp  Canaan.  This  is  part  of 
Jackson's  force.  The  force  that  attacked  Bulltown  and  the  force  to  camp  at  Canaan 
were  to  form  a  junction  at  this  place  on  to-morrow  or  Saturday.  At  the  .same  time 
there  was  to  be  an  attack  on  Beverly,  the  rebel  force  at  this  place  to  attack  your 
rear  at  Beverly.  Waugh  receives  his  information  from  a  deserter  from  Jackson. 
The  force  here  about  100  fighting  men. 

H.  H.  HAGANS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


What  do  you  think  of  it  ? 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  October  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Clarksburg . 
Have  just  heard  from  Cheat  Mountain.  It  is  supposed  that  Hut- 
ton's  and  Marshall's  companies  are  on  the  summit.  The  Tenth 
[West  Virginia]  will  attempt  to  surprise  them  at  daylight.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Scott  has  gone  with  the  Second  [West  Virginia] 
toward  Addison,  via  Elkwater,  with  instructions  to  blockade  the 
road  and  defend  it,  and  picket  toward  Big  Spring.  The  force  at 
Buckhannon  has  been  directed  to  investigate  the  truth  of  Waugh's 
report. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Clarksburg, 

October  15,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Scammon, 

Charleston: 
Jackson  is  retreating  up  Bryant's  Fork  of  the  Little  Kanawha 
toward  Addison,  in  Webster  Connty.     Cavalry  are  pursuing  him. 
Jackson  lost  10  killed  and  CO  wounded  in  his  attack  on  Bulltown. 
Our  loss  trifling.     Our  men  were  covered  by  breastworks. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  October  15,  1803. 

(Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  telegrams  of  October  14. 
Hereafter  all  cases  of  application  to  go  beyond  our  lines  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you  for  approval.  In  the  present  case  shall  I  forward 
descriptive  lists  of  those  proposed  to  bo  passed  and  await  your 
approval? 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders.  |      Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  19.  J  Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  October  15,  18G3. 

The  people  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  and  the  cities  of  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  having  duly  elected  judicial  officers,  and  such  ofli- 
cers  having  duly  entered  upon  their  duties,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
the  provost  court  of  this  department  shall  no  longer  entertain  juris- 
diction of  civil  suits  in  those  places,  excepting  those  in  which  any 
officer  or  enlisted  man  in  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy,  or  any 
person  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  military  or  naval  forces, 
shall  be  a  party,  or  in  which  any  property,  real  or  personal,  owned 
or  claimed  by  the  United  States,  or  the  United  States  forces,  or  any 
person  serving  in  them,  shall  be  at  .stake.  This  order  shall  not  be 
b-cld  to  in  any  way  affect  suits  now  pending  in  the  provost  court, 
nor  the  existence  of  martial  law  in  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  October  IG  [15],  18G3. 

(Received  2.30  a.  m.) 
H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
Sir:  From  rebel  prisoners  captured  to-day  I  honestly  believe  that 
two  brigades  of  Johnson's  division,  Longstreet's  corps,  crossed  yester- 
day morning,  the  14th,  at  daylight,  near  Strasburg,  in  the  direction 
of  Clear  Spring  or  Cherry  Run;  also  Imboden's  cavalry.  I  believe 
this  to  be  relialale. 
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Martinsbubg,  Va. — 1  a.  m. 
I  also  have  it  from  reliable  sources  that  Jenkins  is  advancing,  with 
4,000  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  by 
the  way  of  Strasburg,  Berry  ville,  Charlestown,  and  Shepherdstown. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Washington, 

October  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  :  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  just  re- 
ceived from  the  President. 

It  was  reported  last  night  that  some  of  Longstreet's  corps  was 
moving  from  Strasburg  toward  the  Potomac,  and  that  Jenkins' 
and  Imboden's  cavalry  were  also  operating  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley. Dispatches  from  Chattanooga  say  that  none  of  Lougstreet's 
corps  have  left  for  the  east.  About  .3,000  of  Longstreet's  forces 
went  to  Charleston  before  he  went  west.  These  may  have  returned 
to  Lee.  This  would  reconcile  the  two  accounts. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck  : 
I  do  not  believe  Lee  can  have  over  60,000  effective  men. 
Longstreet's  corps  would  not  be  sent  away  to  bring  an  equal  force 
back  upon  the  same  road  ;  and  there  is  no  other  direction  for  them  to 
have  to  come  from. 

Doubtless  in  making  the  present  movement,  Lee  gathered  in  all 
the  available  scraps,  and  added  them  to  Hill's  and  Ewell's  corps,  but 
that  is  all,  and  he  made  the  movement  in  the  belief  that  four  corps 
had  left  General  Me<ade  ;  and  General  Meade's  apparently  avoiding 
a  collision  with  him  has  confirmed  him  in  the  belief.  If  General 
Meade  can  now  attack  him  on  a  field  no  more  than  equal  for  us,  and 
will  do  so  with  all  the  skill  and  courage  which  he,  his  officers,  and 
men  possess,  the  honor  will  be  his  if  he  succeeds,  and  the  blame  may 
be  mine  if  he  fails. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  October  16,  1863. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief  : 
I  have  directed  General  Briggs  to  see  that  no  regiments,  old  or 
new,  destined  for  this  army,  are  forwarded  till  supplied  with  shelter 
tents,  40  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  thi'ec  days'  rations  in  haver- 
sacks, and  five  days'  hard  bread  and  small  rations  in  their  knapsacks. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  -of  the  Potomac, 

October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,- 

General-in-  Chief  : 
General  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Cutts,  aide-de-camp, 
inclosing  one  from  the  President,  and  have  to  say  in  reply,  that  it 
has  been  my  intention  to  attack  the  enemy,  if  I  can  find  him  on  a 
field  no  more  than  equal  for  us,  and  that  I  have  only  delayed  doing 
so  from  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  his  exact  position,  and  the  fear 
that  in  endeavoring  to  do  so  my  communications  might  be  jeop- 
ardized. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

October  16,  1863. 
Major  NoRVELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Corps: 

Major:  General  Mott  advanced  his  pickets  last  night  beyond 
wliere  the  enemy's  batteries  were  located,  and  makes  no  discovery 
of  the  enemy.  The  general's  loss  is  not  accurately  ascertained,  but 
will  amount  to  4  killed  and  25  wounded.  The  corporal  who  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  escaped  from  them,  and  reports  their 
loss  about  60,  including  a  colonel  killed  and  buried  on  the  ground. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Union  Mills, 
October  16,  1863. 

Major-General  Humphreys: 

My  pickets  are  now  where  the  enemy's  batteries  were  yesterday, 
in  front  of  McLean's  Ford.  No  sign  of  any  force  beyond.  Our  loss 
yesterday  was  4  killed  and  25  wounded.  A  corporal  who  was  taken 
prisoner  and  escaped  reports  their  loss  about  60,  including  a  colonel. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  16,  1863. 

Major-General  French  : 

Did  you  send  a  brigade  to  Wolf  Run  Ford  this  morning  ?    Have 
you  heard  from  them,  or  anything  of  the  enemy  ? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Union  Mills,  October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  sent  a  brigade  as  directed  to  the  ford  a  mile  and  a  half  below 
Union  Mills.  It  is  not  Wolf  Ford,  as  called  in  your  dispatch,  but 
Yates'  Ford  on  the  McDowell  map. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Union  Mills, 
October  16,  1863—9  a.  m. 
General  Humphkeys: 

The  enemy  are  now  picketing  cavalry  in  front  of  McLean's  Ford, 
but  showing  no  force. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  French: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.    The  major-general  commanding  directs 
that  your  pickets  connect  with  those  of  General  Gregg. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


Union  Mills,  October  16,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  reconnoitering  parties  across  Bull  Run  report  two  small  in- 
fantry camps  to  the  right  of  this  point,  about  two  brigades.  I  sent 
four  strong  regiments  to  Wolf  Run  Ford  early  this  morning.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  that  quarter  as  yet.  I  expect  a  dispatch  and 
will  communicate  it  as  soon  as  received. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  French: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  General  Buford  reported  that  all  the 
trains  having  crossed,  he  had  sent  back  the  brigade  you  had  sent. 
Should  they  still  be  absent  from  your  command,  yoii  can  bring  thorn 
back,  in  fact,  should  bring  them  back. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  16,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Buford, 

Comdg.  First  Cavalry  Division,  Fairfax  Station,  : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  picket  the  Occoquan 
if  your  command  does  not  do  it  already. 
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The  general  desires  me  to  say  that  General  Gregg  was  merely 
ordered  to  report  to  you  for  your  support  yesterday.  He  will  report 
direct  hereafter. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.] — Please  answer  when  you  receive  this  dispatch. 


Headquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  IG,  1863—12  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  have  the 
roiite  examined  from  the  position  now  occupied  by  you  to  the  cross- 
ing of  Bull  Run  at  Sudley  Springs.  Your  corps  will  probably 
advance  by  that  route.  The  nature  of  the  ground  at  the  Sudley 
Springs  crossing  and  the  facilities  it  affords  for  effecting  a  crossing 
should  be  ascertained.  Kilpatrick's  pickets  extend  from  Sudley 
Springs  to  New  Market.  He  also  pickets  toward  Aldie. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  10,  1863. 
Major-Genera^  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  signal  officer  at  Blackburn's  Ford  reports  that  he  saw  an  nour 
ago  about  one  division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Manassas  Junction 
moving  to  our  right. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


October  16,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  up  with 
your  corps  on  the  Centreville  pike,  and  camp  tor  the  night  near 
these  headquarters.  You  will  leave  General  King  in  command  of 
his  four  regiments  at  Fairfax  Court-House.  A  communication  will 
be  sent  to  General  King  in  the  course  of  the  day  respecting  his  com- 
mand. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Third  Corps, 

McLean's  Ford,  Va.,  October  16,  1863—6.50  p.  m. 

Maj.  Charles  Hamlin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Major:  Our  cavalry  crossed  Bull  Run  at  5  p.  m.  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  and  drove  the  enemy's  pickets  from  my  front. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquakters  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

October  16,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  headquarters  Third  Corps,  for  information 
of  the  maior-general  commanding. 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  16,  1863—8.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  French: 

Com.manding  Third  Corps,  Union  Mills : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  whether  the  bank 
of  Bull  Run  on  this  side  of  Union  Mills  is  such  as  to  command  the 
crossing  of  the  stream,  or  if  the  enemy  could  prevent  it  by  establish- 
ing batteries  and  throwing  up  rifle-pits. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


Union  Mills,  October  16,  1863. 
General  Humphreys; 

My  answer  to  your  dispatch:  The  railroad  cutting  is  very  deep 
and  oblique  to  the  road  on  the  opposite  side  of  Bull  Run.  It  is  not 
commanded  on  this  side  and  can  be  commanded  on  the  other.  Who- 
ever holds  the  crossing  must  have  both  sides  of  the  river. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

October  16,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 
General  Rufus  King, 

Fairfax  Court-House: 
While  you  remain  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  you  will, 
of  course,  receive  no  orders  from  this  office,  but  while  you  remain 
in  your  present  vicinity  I  would  like  you  to  report  to  me  every  night 
what  has  occurred  during  the  day,  and  as  much  oftener  as  events 
occur  which  you  may  think  I  ought  to  know. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  16,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Couch, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.: 
It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  has  appeared  on  the  Potomac  near 
Clear  Spring  or  Cherry  Run.     I  think  your  troops  should  act  in  that 
direction,  instead  of  going  to  Harper's  Ferry  at  present. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Qeneral-in-  Chief. 
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Camden  Station,  October  16,  1863. 

(Received  3.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  and 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

At  7.15  last  evening  I  received  the  following  telegram  from  Briga- 
dier-General Sullivan,  in  response  to  inquiries : 

Harper's  Ferry, 

{Octdber\  15—7.15  p.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett,  President: 

I  am  convinced  there  are  no  rebels  in  my  front.  Imboden  is  reported  by  my 
scouts  to  be  in  Loudoun.  I  have  a  cavalry  force  in  Winchester  this  evening,  and 
one  in  the  Back  Creek  country.  I  am  satisfied  the  road  is  as  safe  as  it  can  be  made. 
I  will  keep  you  advised  of  any  movement  I  may  learn  of  the  enemy  toward  the 
road.    Now  there  is  no  danger. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

At  9.50  this  a.  m.  I  received  from  Mr.  Quincy,  of  our  engineer 
corps,  the  following  telegram : 

Harper's  Ferry, 
October  16,  1863—9.53  a.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett,  President: 

The  following  has  been  received  here  from  Martinsburg  this  morning,  dated  last 
night : 

"Prisoners  say  two  brigades  of  Longstreet's  corps  were  marching  down  Back 
Creek  Valley  to-day,  with  the  object  of  surprising  this  force ;  that  they  are  camped 
near  the  railroad,  12  miles  above  here,  to-mght. 

u 

"Lieutenant,  and  Aide-de-Camp." 

A  force  of  37  men  were  advancing  on  Back  Creek  yesterday.  This  entire  force 
was  captured,  and  scouts  from  Back  Creek  Valley  yesterday  morning  reported  no 
enemy  to  be  seen.  General  Sullivan  teUs  me  he  cannot  think  the  report  as  to  Long- 
street  correct,  yet  it  comes  from  headquarters  at  Martinsburg.  I  send  it  to  you  for 
such  action  as  to  trains  as  you  think  best. 

W.  C.  QUINCY. 

At  10.40  I  have  the  following : 

Harper's  Ferry,  [October]  16—10.40  a.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett  : 

Later  advices  from  Martinsburg,  obtained  from  prisoners,  state  that  on  their  way 
to  Back  Creek  Bridge  they  passed  infantry  stragglers,  who  informed  them  that  they 
belonged  to  Longstreet's  corps,  two  brigades  of  which  had  crossed  Valley  pike  at 
Strasburg.  They  also  passed  five  ambulances  belonging  to  same.  They  saw  camp 
fires  in  Back  Creek  Valley.  They  also  state  that  Jenkins  is  coming  toward  Charles- 
town,  with  4,000  men  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery.  The  prisoners  are  unusually 
reticent.  Gteneral  Sullivan  tells  me  he  does  not  believe  these  reports.  I  send  them 
to  you  for  such  action  as  you  deem  proper. 

W.  C.  QUINCY. 

As  General  Sullivan  continues  not  to  give  credence  to  these  state- 
ments, we  are  working  a  portion  of  our  trains  through.  .  Have  you 
any  information  on  this  subject  ?  Is  it  probable  the  forces  alleged 
can  be  in  the  valley  ?  The  continuance  of  our  trains  upon  the  route 
maintains  the  military  communication,  and  ability  to  re-enforce 
threatened  points.  We,  therefore,  are  anxious  not  to  cease  working 
unless  the  danger  is  real.     Please  advise  us. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 

President. 
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War  Depaktment, 
Odobei-  16,  1863—3.50  p.  m. 

John  W.  Garkett,  Esq.,  Baltimore: 

One  division  of  Longstreet's  corps  went  to  Charleston,  while  the 
rest  went  to  Chattanooga.  It  is  believed  that  the  Charleston  divis- 
ion have  been  sent  back  to  Lee,  so  that  the  report  of  the  two  bri- 
gades of  Longstreet  being  at  Strasburg,  and  moving  across  in  rear 
to  Back  Creek,  really  may  be  true.  The  utmost  vigilance  should  be 
observed,  and  no  pains  spared  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the  move- 
ment from  Strasburg. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  October  16,  1863. 
(Received  War  Department  7.45  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Sharpe, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  prisoners  are  from  Gilmor's  cavalry  battalion,  not  in  any  bri- 
gade. They  left  Newtown,  Va. ,  40  in  number,  on  Wednesday,  14th 
instant,  at  4  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  tapping  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Back  Creek.  We  captured  23  of  them  9  miles  west 
of  this  point,  on  Back  Creek  road,  near  Hedgesville,  yesterday. 
Two  of  the  prisoners  say  they  saw  several  footmen,  regularly  armed, 
near  Strasburg,  who  said  they  were  stragglers  from  a  command  of 
infantry  marching  in  the  direction  of  North  Mountain,  and  had  come 
from  Front  Royal.  One  prisoner  says  the  stragglers  belonged  to 
Johnson's  division,  Longstreet's  corps,  but  does  not  know  what  regi- 
ment or  brigade.  I  do  not  place  so  much  reliance  in  their  stories 
now  as  I  did  last  night.  Will  send  you  a  co^Dy  of  a  letter  found  on 
one  of  the  prisoners,  which  letter  foreshadows  intended  movement 
of  the  rebel  army  in  Virginia.  No  account  of  the  old  man.  Will 
report  again  as  soon  as  scouts  are  in. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


New  York,  October  16,  1863. 

(Received  2. 30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in-  Chief: 
Your  telegram  of  the  15th  is  just  received.  The  infantry  at  Camp 
Sprague  (1,700)  will  be  ready  this  evening.  They  are  being  armed 
this  morning.  As  it  involves  no  delay  the  cavalry  will  be  sent 
direct.  I  had  already  arranged  with  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State 
to  notify  me  by  telegraph,  so  that  I  may  have  transportation  in  readi- 
ness for  the  troops  from  the  interior  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival 
here. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  October  17,  1863. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Reports  from  scouts  and  the  cavalry  would  indicate  a  movement 
of  the  enemy  into  the  Loudoun  and,  probably,  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
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leys.  Thoir  cavalry  have  been  seen  in  the  direction  of  Aldie  and 
their  trains  passing  through  Thoroughfare  and  Hopewell  Gaps.  My 
cavalry  to-night  occupy  Manassas  Junction,  having  driven  out  of 
it  a  small  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  No  information  of  the 
position  of  their  infantry  has  yet  been  received.  So  soon  as  I  can 
form  any  correct  idea  of  his  movements,  I  shall  move  to  meet  him. 
I  send  this  information  that  you  may  warn  Generals  Kelley  and 
Lockwood. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  1863. 
Major-General  French: 

How  much  has  Bull  Run  swollen  at  Union  Mills?    Can  you  ford 
it  this  moi'ning? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Union  Mills,  Octoher  17,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  Bull  Run  is  very  high  this  a.  m.;  6  feet  at  McLean's  Ford 
and  not  less  at  Union  Mills. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Union  Mills,  Octoher  17,  1863. 

Dear  Humphreys  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  mistook  two  camps  of 
our  own  for  the  other  side  of  Bull  Run  yesterday,  but  did  not  know 
that  Bull  Run  was  bent  so.  This  is  for  want  of  a  map.  I  have 
written  this  morning  to  Duane  for  the  Whipple  maj),  and  hope  either 
you  or  ho  will  supply  mo. 

The  column  of  cavalry  and  artillery  I  saw  day  before  yesterday  3 
or  3  miles  west  of  here  moving  south  was,  I  am  quite  satisfied,  the 
force  that  attacked  Mott,  at  McLean's  Ford,  going  away. 

I  had  a  fine  view  this  morning  from  a  height.  Saw  cavalry  pickets 
opposite  to  ours.  Also  saw  crossing  Manassas  Plains  (among  the 
redoubts)  precisely  one  squadron  (no  artillery)  of  rebels  moving 
north.     It  met  right  there  an  army  wagon  moving  south. 

No  other  evidence  of  rebels  anywhere.     Seeing  very  fine. 

HENRY  PRINCE. 


Signal  Station,  Octoher  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  signal  officer  at  Blackburn's  Ford  sends  the  following  report : 

No  troops  can  be  seen  at  Bristoe,  but  a  line  of  camp  smokes  are  seen  between 
Bristoe  and  Gainesville.  No  artillery  at  Manassas,  but  the  earth-works  are  occupied 
by  a  heavy  cavalry  picket  reserve  that  is  always  mounted. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17, 1863. 
C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  while  at  the  right  of 
the  picket  line,  to  post  orderlies,  as  instructed  by  you,  a  sergeant  of 
the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  came  in  and  reported  the  fol- 
lowing: That  he,  with  a  small  squad,  was  posted  on  the  Aldie  pike 
as  a  jjost  of  observation;  that  about  50  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  came 
through  the  woods  on  the  right,  thus  cutting  off  their  retreat  by  the 
Aldie  pike;  that  they  retreated  across  the  country  to  the  Gum  Springs 
road,  to  where  their  pickets  were  posted,  and  found  a  body  of  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  had  come  down  the  Gum  Springs  road,  and  the  pickets 
had  retired  toward  the  Stone  Bridge  in  confusion,  leaving  everything 
behind  them.  The  sergeant  came  down  the  Gum  Springs  road,  and 
taking  the  Warrenton  pike,  returned  to  his  command. 

A  citizen,  residing  near  where  the  cavalry  pickets  were  posted  on 

the  Gum  Springs  road,  states  the  enemy's  force  that  came  down  the 

Gum  Springs  road  was  not  over  20,  and  supposed  they  were  White's 

men.    !N  one  of  the  enemy's  forces  were  seen  by  the  infantry  pickets. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  MEAD, 
Lieut.,  and  A.  C.  M.,  Second  Div.,  First  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Buford, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division : 
Place  one  of  your  brigades  at  Fairfax  Court-House  and  send  the 
other  to  Chantilly,  to  look  after  the  enemy  toward  Frying  Pan  and 
on  our  right  flank.     Acknowledge  receipt. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg  : 

You  will  picket  below  Wolf  Eun  Shoals  and  back  as  far  as  Occo- 
quan,  after  General  Buford  withdraws  his  pickets,  which  he  is  di- 
rected to  do. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 

Signal  Station,  October  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  on  Centreville  Heights  reports  that  he  sees — 

No  indications  of  enemy's  forces  at  Manassas.  There  are  no  guns  in  such  works 
as  he  can  see.  Can  distinctly  observe  camp  smokes  in  rear  of  Bristoe.  T(K)  smoky 
to  see  into  Bristoe  Station. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  O^cer. 
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Signal  Station, 

October  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  signal  officer  at  Blackburn's  Ford  reports,  at  8  p.  m. ,  that  he 
sees  large  camp  fires  in  rear  of  Bristoe  Station.     Also,  tliat  at  dark 
he  heard  artillery  firing  south-southwest  from  his  station  and  a  long 
distance  off. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  17,  1863—9  p.  m. 
[General  Griffin  :] 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  move 
with  your  division  at  5  a.  m. ,  and .  take  post  where  you  were  sta- 
tioned, yesterday,  covering  the  roads  coming  in  to  Germantown. 
Sedgwick  is  on  the  Aldie  and  Fairfax  pike.  Let  your  left  rest 
where  it  did,  and  throw  your  pickets  well  to  the  front  and  right.  I 
will  direct  two  batteries  to  report  to  you.  The  enemy  has  appeared 
in  some  force  (mounted)  on  Sedgwick's  right,  and  a  slight  skirmish 
had  with  his  pickets,  in  which  the  enemy  were  driven  off.  Please 
communicate  direct  to  general  headquarters  any  information  you 
may  obtain 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  18G3. 

Major-General  French  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  the  Twenty-sixth 
Michigan  Volunteers,  whose  arrival  you  reported  by  telegram,  to 
report  to  Major-General  Warren,  it  having  been  assigned  to  the 
Second  Corps,  which  is  now  stationed  on  the  heights  of  Centreville. 
The  regiment  should  be  supplied  with  40  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
the  boxes,  shelter  tents  and  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and 
five  days'  hard  bread  and  small  rations  in  the  knapsacks,  before 
joining  the  corps. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Signal  Station, 

October  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys. 

Chief  of  Staff: 
In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  the  signal  officer  at  Blackburn's  Ford 
reports  that  he  could  distinguish  between  camp  fires  at  Manassas 
and  those  at  Bristoe,  but  that  there  are  no  camp  fires  at  Manassas. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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OcTOBEK  17,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  me  to  send  you  the 
accompanying  copy  of  a  dispatch*  from  General  Kilpatrick,  received 
since  Colonel  McMahon  left  here.  This  would  indicate  that  the  in- 
fantry force  near  you  was  small.  The  fact  could  probably  be  ascer- 
tained by  your  pushing  the  enemy  in  the  morning  and  making  him 
show  his  hand.  Colonel  McMahon  will  inform  you  of  the  disposition 
made  by  the  commanding  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  18G3— 10.30  p.'m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he 
has  directed  a  bridge  to  be  thrown  at  either  Mitchell's  or  Blackbiirn's 
Ford,  in  connection  with  the  advance  of  the  regular  cavalry  brigade 
to  Manassas,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  The  bridge 
will  be  thrown  at  the  ford  which  can  be  most  easily  and  completely 
covered  by  you,  and  Captain  Mendell  has  been  directed  to  receive 
your  instructions  thereupon. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  18G3— 11.20  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sedgwick  reports  that  the  enemy  has  infantry  pickets  on 
the  old  ox  road,  opposite  Chantilly,  and  directs  that  you  move  your 
corps  to  Fairfax  Court-House  to-morrow  morning  at  the  hour  fixed 
for  the  movement  of  Griffin's  division. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
McLJor- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement,] 

Countermanded  at  11.30  p.  m.,  and  directed  to  hold  himself  ready 
to  move  at  daylight  and  at  any  moment  after.  Griffin  ordered  to 
move  as  before  directed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  Not  identified. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  1803—11.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sedgwick  reports  that  the  enemy  has  a  force  of  cavalry,  in- 
fantry, and  artillery  on  the  old  ox  road  not  far  from  Chantilly,  and 
directs  that  you  be  prepared  to  move  to  General  Sedgwick's  support 
at  any  moment  after  daylight. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  First  Corps, 

October  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Having  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  to  General 
Sedgwick's  siipport  in  the  morning  in  case  of  necessity,  what  dis- 
position shall  I  make  in  the  meantime  of  the  four  regiments   I 
have  at  Bull  Run,  and  General  Robinson's  division  at  Cub  Run  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  17,  1803—11.40  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  support  Colonel 
Gibbs  with  any  force  that  may  be  requisite,  and  that  you  hold  your- 
self ready  to  move  at  daylight  either  to  Manassas  or  to  the  support 
of  General  Sedgwick,  who  reports  the  enemy  on  the  old  ox  road  not 
far  from  Chantilly,  with  cavalrj^,  infantry,  and  artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  17,  1803—11.45  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  corps 
•  in  readiness  to  move  at  daylight.     It  is  probable  you  may  be  ordered 
up  to  Manassas  at  that  hour,  or  soon  after. 

You  will  direct  General  Birney  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  at 
daylight  to  move  at  any  hour  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  when  called 
upon  by  General  King. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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October  17,  1863—7.45  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  RuFUS  King: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy's  cavalrv  made  their  appearance  in  force,  with  artillery,  near 
General  Sedgwick,  on  the  road  from  Frying  Pan  to  Sanders'  toll- 
gate.  The  indications  are  that  they  are  moving  to  Fairfax  Court- 
House.  General  Sykes  will  be  ordered  to  move  to  Fairfax  Court- 
House  earlv  in  the  morning,  and  a  cavalry  brigade  to-night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  17,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  King  : 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  General  Griffin,  with  his  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  two 
batteries,  will  move  from  this  place  to  Fairfax'  Court- House  at  5 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  A  brigade  of  cavalry  will  be  sent  to 
Chantilly  and  one  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  If  it  should  prove  to  be 
necessary  to  have  additional  force,  please  notify  the  commanding 
general. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  \  Headquarters  King  s  Division, 

No.  40.  j"  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  17,  1863. 

An  order  from  the  State  Department  assigns  the  commanding 
general  to  a  difiEerent  duty.*  It  is  with  infinite  reluctance  that  he 
takes  leave  of  his  comrades  in  arms.  He  has  received  at  their  hands 
all  that  a  general  could  ask  or  expect :  obedience,  respect,  and  affec- 
tion. He  leaves  them  with  the  earnest  hope  that  their  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  Union  may  be  crowned  with  glorious  success,  and  that 
once  more  the  "flag  of  the  free  "  may  float  in  triumph  over  the  entire 
Republic. 

The  command  of  the  division  devolves  upon  Brigadier-General 
Corcoran,  a  gallant  and  experienced  officer,  most  fit  for  the  post 
assigned  to  him,  and  devoted  to  the  good  cause  to  which  we  have 
all  pledged  our  lives. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  Va., 

October  17,  1863—2.40  p.  m. 
General  Meade,  Headquarters: 

I  sent  out  the  two  companies  of  cavalry  at  this  post,  on  the  dif-* 
ferent  roads  to  warn  me  of  the  approach  of  any  enemy ;  and  just 
learn  that  15  men  were  captured  about  5  miles  from  here,  on  the 

*  General  King  was  appointed  minister  resident  at  Borne.  His  resignation  as  an 
officer  of  the  army  was  accepted  to  date  from  October  20, 1863,  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  471,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  October  21, 1863. 
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Chantilly  road,  by  about  75  cavalry  under  Mosby.  Three  have 
escaped  and  arrived  liere.  I  am  sending  out  four  companies  of 
infantry.     I  have  no  cavalry.     I  have  sent  word  to  Colonel  Lowell. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washingto7i,  October  18,  1863—13  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Reported  from  Harper's  Ferry  that  the  enemy  attacked  Charles- 
town  at  7  o'clock  this  morning. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  18,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 

If  Lee  has  turned  his  back  on  you  to  cross  the  mountains,  he  cer- 
tainly has  seriously  exposed  himself  to  your  blows,  unless  his  army 
can  move  2  miles  to  your  1.  Fight  him  before  he  again  draws  you 
at  such  a  distance  from  your  base  as  to  expose  your  communica- 
tions to  his  raids.  If  he  moves  on  Harper's  Ferry,  you  must  not 
give  him  time  to  take  that  place  before  you  go  to  its  aid.  Of  course, 
it  cannot  hold  out  long  if  attacked  by  his  main  force. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


October  18,  1863—1  p.  m. 

(Received  1.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  cavalry  report  the  enemy  as  having  withdrawn  from  Bristoe, 
supposed  toward  the  Rappahannock.  A  reconnaissance  to  Thor- 
oughfare Gap  found  the  gaps  strongly  picketed  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  but  could  hear  of  no  large  force  of  tlie  enemy  passing 
through  the  gap.  Stuart,  with  4,000  cavalry  and  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, passed  in  the  direction  of  Aldie  last  evening,  doubtless  with 
the  intention  of  making  a  raid  on  my  rear.  I  have  sent  all  my 
available  cavalry  to  watch  and  oppose  him.  It  is  impossible  to 
move  this  army  until  I  know  something  more  definite  of  position  of 
the  enemy.  If  he  is  in  the  valley,  any  movement  in  the  direction  of 
the  Rappahannock  would  be  lost  time.  So,  also,  would  any  move- 
ment be  toward  Harper's  Ferry,  if  he  is  retiring  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock, which,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  his  direction.  Have  you  any 
information  as  to  the  character  of  the  force  at  Charlestown  this  a. 
m.  ?  Whatever  route  he  has  taken,  it  is  too  late  for  me  to  overtake 
him  in  any  short  time. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  October  18  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  attack  on  Charlestown  was  not  in  great  force.  Enemy  finally- 
repulsed.  General  Sullivan  has  promised  details,  but  none  received. 
Lee  is  unquestionably  bullying  you.  If  you  cannot  ascertain  his 
movements,  I  certainly  cannot.  If  you  pursue  and  fight  him,  I  think 
you  will  find  out  where  he  is.     I  know  of  no  other  way. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


October  18,  18G3— 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

YowT  telegram  of  7  p.  m.  just  received.  If  you  have  any  orders 
to  give  me,  I  am  prepared  to  receive  and  obey  them,  but  I  must  in- 
sist on  being  spared  the  infliction  of  such  truisms  in  the  guise  of 
opinions  as  you  have  recently  honored  me  with,  particularly  as  they 
were  not  asked  for.  I  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  what  I  have  before 
stated,  that  if  my  course,  based  on  my  own  judgment,  does  not  meet 
with  approval,  I  ought  to  be,  and  I  desire  to  be,  relieved  from  com- 


mand. 


GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Corps, 

October  18,  1803—12.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  Is  General  Griffin's  division  (which  was  the  only  part 
of  this  corps  ordered  to  move)  to  go  to  Centreville  at  daylight  or 
not  ?    Your  dispatch  reads  thus: 

The  order  to  move  your  corps  at  5  a.  m.  is  countermanded.    Let  Griffin  go.   Hold 
the  rest  of  the  corps  ready  to  move  in  any  direction  at  daylight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  SYKES," 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Signal,  Station, 

October  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  at  Blackburn's  Ford  reports  "enemy's  camp  fires 
still  in  rear  of  Bristoe."  Two  large  regiments  of  cavalry  seen  at 
Manassas. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Headquakteks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  18,  1863. 

[Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staf,  Army  of  the  Fotomac:] 

General:  Am  I  to  move  the  balance  of  tlie  Fiftli  Corps  toward 
Centreville  at  once,  or  await  further  orders?  The  last  order  says, 
"Hold  it  ready  to  move  at  daylight."  It  has  been  held  ready,  but 
no  further  instructions  have  been  received.  The  order  of  11.20  p. 
m.  did  not  reach  me  until  3  a.  m.  of  the  18th.  That  of  1  a.  m.  came 
first.  This  will  explain  why  I  sent  to  you  in  reference  to  Griffin's 
movement. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  General. 


Manassas  Junction, 

Octoljer  18,  18G3. 
Captain  SuYDAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General . • 

Captain:  Since  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  last  night  everj"-- 
tliing  has  remained  quiet.  Our  pickets  have  been  thrown  forward 
within  li  miles  of  Bristoe.  I  shall  remain  where  I  am  until  further 
instructions  from  you. 

General  Warren  can  give  mo  no  suppoi-t  in  case  of  attack,  and  I 
think  the  enemy  are  moving  around  in  the  direction  of  Chantilly, 
and,  perhaps,  retreating. 

I  send  you  back,  in  charge  of  a  courier,  a  deserter,  from  whom  I 
think  you  can  get  imi^ortant  information. 

I  am  entirely  out  of  forage  and  rations,  and  if  you  wish  me  to 
remain  here  longer,  please  have  me  supplied  at  once. 
Respectfully, 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  18,  1803— 8.15  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  Avith  the 
remainder  of  your  corps  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  send  out  a 
division  on  the  old  ox  road  to  the  vicinity  of  Hawxliurst's  Saw- 
Mill  or  Fox's  Mill,  or  some  point  intermediate  between  the  two  that 
will  afford  a  good  position.  General  Sedgwick  informs  me  tha,t  the 
enemy  seems  to  be  establishing  a  line  of  infantry  pickets  opposite  to 
his,  which  is  taken  as  an  indication  that  he  intends  to  advance  from 
that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Akmy  op  the  Potomac, 

October  18,  1863—11  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick  reports  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  have  moved  off 
and  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  hold  your  corps  under  arms. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  18,  1863—11.15  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sedgwick  reports  tliat  the  enemy  in  his  front  and  on  his 
right  had  moved  off,  and  that  apparently  it  was  not  a  strong  force 
At  present,  therefore,  there  is  no  probability  of  your  being  required 
to  move  in  the  direction  of  Sedgwick. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
McLJor-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  18,  1863— 11.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Tliird  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sedgwick  leports  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  and  on  his 
right  has  moved  off,  If  your  troops  are  under  arms,  they  need  not 
be  held  so  longer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  18,  1863—12.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
Draw  in  your  pickets  and  move  with  your  command  to  Vienna; 
where  you  will  act  in  concert  with  Colonel  Lowell's  command  and 
push  after  the  enemy's  cavalry,  reported  to  be  making  a  raid  on  our 
right  and  rear.     Ackowledge  receipt. 

A.  PLEASONTON,  ■ 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

October  18,  1863—5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  pontoon  bridge  has  just  been  completed  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 
I  have  throAvn  two  regiments  as  skirmishers  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
beyond  the  run.     They  have  met  nothing,  and  no  enemy  is  within 
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sight  for  2  miles.  The  cavalry  will  not  be  all  over  by  7  o'clock,  if 
then.  The  run  is  not  so  high  as  it  was  yesterday,  and  is  fordable 
without  a  bridge.  One-half  of  the  cavalry  is  crossing  at  a  ford  above 
Blackburn's  Ford. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


CiRCULAE.]  HeADQUAKTEES  AEMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

October  18,  1863—10  p.  m. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  for  to-morrow,  the  19th 
instant: 

1.  Major-General  Newton,  First  Corps,  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  from 
Centreville,  on  the  Warrenton  pike,  and  take  position  for  the  night 
at  Hay  Market. 

2.  Major-General  Sedgwick,  Sixth  Corps,  will  follow  the  First 
Corps,  entering  the  Warrenton  pike  near  Cub  Run,  commencing 
the  march  at  7  o'clock,  and  take  position  for  the  night  at  Gaines- 
ville. 

3.  Major-General  French,  Third  Corps,  will  move  from  Union 
Mills  at  6  a.  m.,  keeping  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  and  take 
position  on  Broad  Run  near  Bristoe. 

4.  Major-General  Warren,  Second  Corps,  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  by 
Mitchell's  and  Blackburn's  Fords,  keeping  on  the  north  side  of  the 
railroad,  and  will  take  position  on  Broad  Run  at  Milford. 

5.  The  Reserve  Artillery  will  move  on  the  Warrenton  pike,  fol- 
lowing the  Sixth  Corps,  and  camp  for  the  night  at  Groveton.  It 
will  clear  the  road  through  Centreville  as  soon  as  the  First  Corps 
leaves  it. 

6.  Major-General  Sykes,  Fifth  Corps,  will  move  at  6  a.  m.,  and, 
taking  the  road  south  of  the  Centreville  pike,  will  leave  that  town  on 
the  right,  cross  Bull  Run  at  Island  Ford,  pass  through  New  Market 
to  Groveton,  and  take  position  there  for  the  night.  Strong  working 
parties  will  precede  the  column  to  work  on  the  crossing  of  Bull  Run. 

7.  The  trains  at  Fairfax  Court-House  and  Station  will  move  to  the 
fords  of  Bull  Run  and  park  there,  being  covered  on  the  flanks  by  the 
cavalry  of  Generals  Buford  and  Gregg. 

8.  Headquarters  will  be  at  Groveton. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetbes  Cavaley  Coeps, 
Near  Centreville,  October  18,  1863— 11. 30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Geegg, 

Comdg.  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Fairfax  Court-House: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  stop  your  column 
to-night.     Major  Gaston  will  bring  you  orders. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.] — Have  your  supply  trains  filled  up. 
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Headquarters, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  18,  18G3. 
Captain  Baitersou,  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavahy,  reports  hav- 
ing seen  about  30  rebel  cavalry  about  8  miles  from  here,  while  on  , 
his  way  in  charge  of  train  from  Washington  to  this  post,  via  Annan- 
dale.  He  reported  to  Colonel  Baker's  command.  A  i)rivate  of  same 
regiment  has  been  captured  last  evening  about  3  miles  from  here 
toward  Centreville. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 

Brigadier-General. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  18,  1863. 

(Received  12.40  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  nnd  Aasistant  Adjutant-General: 
The  following  received  from  Colonel  Lowell,  at  Vienna  : 

October  18. 
We  have  taken  one  of  Mosby's  men  this  morning,  who  says  that  Mosby,  with  275 
men,  is  prowling  around  below  here  to  take  supply  trains.  It  will  be  well  to  delay 
all  wagon  trains  without  heavy  escort  till  something  more  definite  is  learned  about 
Mosby's  movements.  If  you  could  post  strong  infantry  jrickets  at  points  between 
here  and  Fairfax,  Mosby  might  be  ambushed  on  his  way  back. 

C.  R.  LOWELL,  Je. 

I  will  communicate  the  above  to  General  Buford,  commanding 
cavalry,  and  General  Griffin,  commanding  corps,  now  stationed 
here.  I  haA^e  jvist  learned  tliat  a  company  of  our  cavalry  has  been 
attacked  about  3  miles  from  here  toward  Alexandria,  and  the  cap- 
tain captured. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  18,  18G3 — 'Z  p.  m. 
Major-General  Couch, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.: 
The  enemy  has  appeared  in  some  force  at  Charlestown.      Your 
troops  will  move  down  in  sup^jorting  distance  of  Harper's  Ferry,  so 
as  to  re-enforce  Maryland  Heights,  should  the  enemv  cross  the  river. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 

October  18,  18G3— 11  a.  m.     (Received  1.40  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 
I  will  be  prepared  to  defend  Harper's  Ferry.  Imboden  this  morn- 
ing surprised  Charlestown  and  dispersed  or  captured  the  force  sta- 
tioned there.  The  field  officers  all  escaped  somehow.  I  have  ordered 
two  regiments  and  my  cavalry  to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  whether  Imboden  is  attempting  a  raid  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.     I  can  furnish  information  by  12  o'clock. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  October  18,  1863. 

(Received  2.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  and 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  : 
At  10.45  a.  m.  I  received  telegram  from  General  Sullivan  stating: 

Our  forces  were  driven  out  of  Charlestown  by  Imboden's  forces.  I  will  occupy 
it  again  to-day.     Our  loss  I  cannot  teU. 

At  11.45  a.  m.  the  following: 

I  have  driven  Iniboden  out  of  Charlestown.  Major  Cole  is  pursuing.  The  Ninth 
Maryland  Infantry  is  captured.  The  enemy  is  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Berry- 
ville. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-Geiieral. 

Deserters  from  Imboden  report  at  Martinsburg  that  White  and 
Gilmor  are  with  him,  and  that  the  aggregate  is  i3,500,  all  cavalry, 
100  being  dismounted,  the  force  having  six  pieces  of  artillery.  We 
have  reports  of  rebel  cavalry  being  seen  this  morning  near  DufiBeld's 
and  also  near  Bath.  Can  Harper's  Ferry  be  re-enforced  from  Balti- 
more or  Washington?  Have  you  any  information  of  movements  of 
Lee's  army  toward  or  into  Shenandoah  Valley? 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 

Preside7it. 


Washington, 
October  18,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett, 

Baltimore  : 
Any  reliable  information  that  I  receive  that  will  be  useful  to  you 
will  be  communicated. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  18,  18G3 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
General  Sullivan,  Harper's  Ferry,  W.   Va.  : 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy's  trains  are  passing  through  Thorough- 
fare, Hopewell,  and  Aldie  Gajjs.  It  is  supposed  that  he  is  aiming  at 
Harper's  Ferry  or  to  cross  the  Potomac.  Every  effort  should  be 
made  to  reconnoiter  these  movements  and  to  defend  Harper's  Ferry. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  18,  1863—3  p.  m. 

(Received  5.30  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  telegram  of  the  General-in-Chief  received.     Have  ordered 
General  Sullivan  to  keep  himself  fully  advised  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  and  if  he  is  satisfied  that  he  is  moving  into  the  valley  or 


352  OPEEATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU. 

on  Harper's  Ferry  iu  force,  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Martins- 
burg  and  adjacent  posts  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,by  way  of 
Williamsport  or  Shepherdstown,  to  Maryland  Heights,  and  to  hold 
the  heights  at  all  hazards.  I  may  be  cut  ofE  from  him,  and  unable 
to  communicate  or  support  him.  With  this  view  I  have  directed 
him  to  communicate  direct  with  you,  and  to  keep  you  fully  advised. 
My  judgment  is  clear  that  Maryland  Heights  should  be  held  if  even 
approached  by  Lee's  whole  army.  If  you  concur,  provision  should 
be  made  to  support  Sullivan  from  the  east  if  he  is  assailed. 

.  B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Wak  Department, 
Washington,  October  18,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  : 

Should  the  whole  of  Lee's  army  attack  Maryland  Heights,  the  place 
must  be  held  until  Meade's  army  comes  to  the  rescue.  It  can  be  so 
held,  and  if  the  officers  fail  to  do  so  they  should  be  hung. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Harper's  Ferry, 

October  18,  1863. 
Col.  L.  B.  Pierce, 

Martinsburg  : 
Imboden  surrounded  and  captured  most  of  the  force  *  at  Charles- 
town.    Supposed  he  had  about  1,000  or  1,200  infantry  and  cavalry, 
with  some  artillery.    Put  your  house  in  order.     Notify  Kearneys- 
ville  to  be  on  the  alert. 

W.  B.  KELLEY, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  op  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  October  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina : 

General  :  Although  your  communications  contemplated  the  trans- 
portation of  some  of  the  troops  by  the  Spauldin'g,  momentarily  ex- 
pected, I  have  deemed  it  best  not  to  delay  longer,  and  have  ordered 
the  Albany  and  Jersey  Blue  to  take  the  Ninth  New  Jersey.  As  yet 
only  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  has  arrived.  The  other  regiments 
are  looked  for  hourly. 

I  regret  to  learn  the  difficulty  upon  the  canal,  and  the  burning  of 
one  or  more  boats.  In  a  communication  of  the  17th,  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  propriety  of  occupying  Elizabeth  City,  and  I  believe  such 
a  policy  would  render  the  canal  navigation  much  more  secure. 

Five  Virginia  regiments  have  arrived  at  Kinston.    General  Mar- 

*  The  Ninth  Maryland  Infantry. 
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tin  and  his  brigade  have  gone  south  to  Wilmington  or  Charleston. 
A  flag  of  truce  has  just  been  announced  at  the  outpost  and  probably 
I  shall  have  additional  information  before  the  boat  leaves. 

The  Confederate  Governors  have  been  in  conference  together,  and 
it  is  said  that  Governor  Vance  was  entirely  reconciled  toward  the 
Richmond  junta.  He  is  certainly  exhibiting  more  activity  than 
heretofore. 

I  trust  your  plan  may  be  entirely  successful,  and  that  the '  troops 
may  be  benefited  by  the  change. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. . 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  brought 
to  this  flag-ship  in  my  absence  at  the  navy -yard  by  Major  Stevenson, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  an  extract  from  the  Department's  letter  to 
me  of  May  5,  furnished  Major  Stevenson  yesterday,  informing  me 
that  the  War  Department  had  expressly  requested  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment not  to  equip  vessels  in  the  employ  of  the  army  with  articles  of 
navy  outfit  of  any  kind,  especially  ordnance. 

As,  however,  the  navy  guns,  carriages,  &c.,  alluded  to  in  your  let- 
ter were  formerly  on  board  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  navy,  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Phenix, 
in  the  inclosed  letter,*  to  lend  them  and  the  necessary  ammunition  to 
you  on  your  application.  When,  in  an  emergency,  you  require  for 
military  purposes  field  or  other  artillery  and  ammunition,  which 
we  have  on  hand  and  which  are  not  needed  for  immediate  naval  use, 
it  will  be  my  duty  and  great  pleasure  to  put  them  at  your  disposi- 
tion. It  will  at  all  times  aftord  me  much  pleasure  to  aiford  you 
every  facility. 

I  beg  you  to  understand,  however,  that  under  my  instructions  from 
the  Department  above  referred  to,  such  transactions  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  final  transfer  of  the  property  to  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  A.  Bhg.  Squadron. 

[Extract.] 

The  Department  is  willing  and  desirous  that  the  naval  should  ex- 
tend to  the  military  branch  of  the  service  all  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  that  it  consistently  can;  but  as  regards  the  arming  of 
steamers,  and  providing  them  with  articles  of  outfit  within  the  reach 
of  the  quartermaster's  department,  it  does  not  feel  called  upon  to  do 
this ;  and  the  War  Department  has  expressly  requested  that  it  should 
not  be  done,  especially  as  regards  ordnance. 

*  Not  found, 
33  B  B— VQL  XXIXj  FT  II 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  October  19,  1863—12  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Sullivan's  cavalry  pursued  Imboden  to  Berryville.  No 
other  force  of  the  enemy  was  seen  in  the  valley.  General  Rose- 
crans  continually  reports  arrival  of  troops  from  Lee's  army.  Regi- 
ments of  Virginia  cavalry  have  recently  joined  Bragg.  He  thinks 
the  enemy's  main  force  is  concentrating  there.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  continually  urged  upon  me  that  you  ought  to  ascertain 
Lee's  force  and  position,  in  order  that  the  Government  might  at  least 
know  the  actual  facts.  As  you  could  not  ascertain  otherwise,  I  have 
repeated  the  suggestion  made  to  me  of  the  necessity  of  giving  hattle. 
If  I  have  repeated  truisms  it  has  not  been  to  give  offense,  but  to 
give  to  you  the  wishes  of  the  Government.  If,  in  conveying  these 
wishes,  I  have  used  words  which  were  unpleasing,  I  sincerely  re- 
gret it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—9.30  p.  m.    - 
(Received  9.40  a.  m.,  20th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
The  army  advanced  to-day  across  Bull  Run,  and  now  occupies  a 
line  from  Hay  Market  to  Bristoe  Station.  Kilpatrick's  division  of 
cavalry  in  the  advance  pushed  back  the  enemy's  cavalry  as  far  as 
New  Baltimore,  where  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared  in  his  rear 
and  flank,  causing  him  to  fall  back  to  Hay  Market.  The  enemy's 
infantry  followed  him  up,  and  are  now  in  front  of  our  infantry 
pickets.  All  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  indicates 
the  concentration  of  Lee's  army  within  the  last  two  days  at  Warren- 
ton.  Whether  he  has  moved  on  and  I  have  now  only  a  rear  guard 
in  my  front,  or  whether  he  will  give  me  battle,  are  questions  that 
will  be  decided  to-morrow. 

Your  telegram  of  12  m.  of  this  date  is  received.     Your  explanation 
of  your  intentions  is  accepted,  and  I  thank  you  for  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Bristoe,  October  19,  [1863]— 12  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

From  a  Union  man  living  here,  I  learn  that  the  rebel  cavalry 
pickets  left  here  at  daylight  this  morning.  We  have  sent  in  a  de- 
serter from  the  Stuart  artillery,  who  has  been  hiding  in  the  woods 
since  they  left.  He  says  their  infantry  was  all  going  back  again 
across  the  Rapidan,  and  the  cavalry  to  Culpeper  Court- House.  He 
says  the  infantry,  left  here  the  day  before  yesterday.  The  cannon- 
ading toward  Greenwich  has  ceased  for  an  hour,  and  seemed  to  be 
retiring  before  that  time.     I  got  here  about  9.30  a.  m. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—4.50  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  send  forward 
such  support  of  infantry  to  General  Kilpatrick  as  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  withdraw.  Probably  not  less  than  a  division,  with 
its  proportion  of  artillery. 

V  ery  respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
^  Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff- 


Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  consider  it  necessary  to  contract  my  position  on  General  Sedg- 
wick before  daylight  in  the  morning,  for  two  reasons: 

1.  That  my  pickets  have  all  been  disarranged  by  the  necessary 
falling  back  of  General  Kilpatrick,  and  they  cannot  be  re-established 
because  of  the  enemy's  infantry  occupying  the  ground  far  in  advance 
of  where  they  originally  were,  and  within  close  range  of  my  camp. 

2.  The  position  is  intrinsically  bad,  and  cannot  be  connected  suf- 
ficiently strong  with  General  Sedgwick  to  prevent  the  enemy  getting 
between  us. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

Since  writing  you  this  afternoon,  additional  information  received 
from  the  front  indicates  the  probability  of  our  meeting  the  enemy 
to-morrow  morning  in  front  of  Gainesville.  The  major-general  com- 
manding therefore  directs  that  you  move  to-morrow  morning  at  4 
o'clock  to  Gainesville,  by  the  route  from  Bristoe  to  Gainesville, 
marked  in  red  on  the  map  sent  herewith. 

Upon  reaching  Gainesville  or  that  vicinity,  should  General  Sedg- 
wick be  in  position  at  Gainesville,  you  will  take  position  on  his  left. 
General  French  will  be  directed  to  follow  you  and  form  on  your  left. 
General  Sedgwick  will  be  ordered  to  move  forward  to  Buckland 
Mills  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock,  followed  by  Sykes.  Newton 
will  be  held  at  Hay  Market.  Headquarters  will  be  near  Gainesville, 
or  between  that  and  Buckland  Mills.  Information  sent  by  General 
Kilpatrick  indicates  that  Hill's  and  Ewell's  corps  were  both  at  War- 
renton  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps  : 

Information  just  received  .indicates  the  probability  of  our  meet- 
ing the  enemy  to-morrow  morning  in  front  of  Gainesville.  The 
Second  Corps  is  ordered  to  move  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to 
Gainesville,  by  the  road  from  Bristoe,  marked  in  red  on  the  map 
sent  you  herewith.  You  will  follow  the  Second  Corps,  beginning 
the  march  at  6  o'clock,  and  be  prepared  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Second  Corps.  Should  it  find  the  Sixth  Corps  in  position  at 
Gainesville,  form  on  its  left. 

General  Sedgwick,  followed  by  General  Sykes,  will  be  ordered  to 
move  to  Buckland  Mills  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  Newton 
will  remain  at  Hay  Market.  You  should  keep  well  closed  on  the 
Second  Corps,  and  move  in  double  column  of  infantry,  artillery 
between. 

Headquarters  will  be  at  Gainesville,  or  between  that  point  and 
Buckland  Mills. 

Information  received  from  General  Kilpatrick  indicates  that  both 
Hill's  and  Ewell's  corps  were  at  Warrenton  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Generdl,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—9  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps : 

The  indications  to-night  being  that  the  enemy  are  in  front  of 
General  Newton  and  General  Sedgwick,  the  major-general  com- 
manding considers  it  to  be  important  that  you  should  be  up  at 
Gainesville  by  daylight,  and  directs  that  you  move  to  Gainesville  at 
3  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  and  mass  in"  rear  of  Sedgwick,  and 
support  him  or  General  Newton,  or  both,  should  they  require  it, 
without  further  orders  from  the  commanding  general'.  Upon  ar- 
riving upon  the  field,  the  major-general  commanding  will  acquaint 
you  with  the  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,    ' 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  19, 1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sykes  has  been  ordered  to  move  up  to-morrow  morning  at 
3  o'clock  and  support  you  or  General  Newton,  or  both.  Generals 
Warren  and  French  are  ordered  to  move  to  Gainesville  to-morrow 
niorning  at  4  o'clock,  and  form  on  your  left,  should  you  be  in  posi- 
tion upon  their  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  19,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Sykes  has  been  ordered  to  be  up  at  Gainesville  by  daylight 
to-morrow  morning,  to  support  you  or  General  Sedgwick,  or  both, 
and  to  fill  up  any  gaps  that  may  exist  between  you.  The  command- 
ing general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  considers  it  important  that 
Hay  Market  should  be  held,  the  numerous  roads  centering  there 
making  it  an  important  point. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Corcoran's  Division, 

No.  4].  )   Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  19,  1863. 

Until  further  orders,  Col.  M.  Murphy,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  New 
York  National  Guard,  will  command  the  following  regiments  of  the 
Irish  Legion,  viz  :  Sixty-ninth,  One  liundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  One 
hundred  and  seventieth  Regiments  New  York  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Grimshaw,  Fourth  Delaware; -Colonel  Alexander,  Second 
District  of  Columbia ;  Captain  Anthony,  Seventeenth  New  York 
Battery,  and  Captain  Jackson,  commanding  detachment  Thirteenth 
New  York  Cavalry,  will  report,  as  formerly  directed,  to  these  head- 
quarters. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Corcoran : 

[WM.  A.  LA  MOTTE,] 
Acting  Assistant  Adjuta7it-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  19,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  : 
All  of  General  Couch's  forces  have  been  ordered  to  the  Potomac 
Riv6r,  so  as  to  be  in  position  to  re-enforce  General  Sullivan.    They 
are  now  on  the  march. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 
Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  October  19,  1863. 

(Received  8.50  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
Two  deserters  have  just  been  brought  in,  who  left  Stuart's  com- 
mand in  the  mountains  at  Snicker's  Gap.     They  say  the  cavalry 
numbers  about  8,000,  and  are  planning  a  raid  into  Maryland,  by 
way  of  Williamsport  or  Berlin.     They  also  place  Lee's  array  at 
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somewhere  near  65,000,  this  cavalry  included.  Their  information 
tallies  with  that  given  by  prisoners  taken  some  days  ago.  I  will 
start  to-morrow  morning  a  strong  cavalry  reconnaissance  through 
Berryville,  to  find  out,  if  possible,  their  designs. 

-  JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Chambersburg,  Pa.,  October  19,  1863— 2. 30  p.  m. 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

Commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferrj'  has  notified  General  Ferry, 
in  command  of  my  forces  in  Maryland,  that  he  only  wanted  cavalry. 
This  latter  has  been  sent  to  him.  The  infantry  and  artillery  will 
return  to  Hagerstown  for  the  present. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


Hagerstown,  Md.,  October  19,  1863. 

(Received  War  Department  4  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Sharpe, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  am  satisfied  that  Longstreet's  corps  has  returned  from  Bragg 
and  joined  General  Lee.  I  am  satisfied,  also,  that  they  are  going  to 
invade  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  again.  The  star  they  are  watch- 
ing and  looking  after  is  Washington  and  Maryland.  Our  force  was 
drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle  at  3  o'clock  at  Martinsburg.  The  Poto- 
mac River  is  very  high,  and  cannot  be  forded  by  our  men  or  the 
rebels  before  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

The  force  in  our  front  is  Imboden's  command.  Five  deserters  and 
Union  men  say  his  force  amounts  to  about  2,500  effective  men;  Gil- 
mor's  Independent  Battalion,  about  150  men;  White's  and  Mosby's 
guerrillas  numbering  from  300  to  400. 

A  reliable  Union  man  from  Charlestown,  who  is  fleeing  from  the 
rebels,  states  that  there  are  some  7,000  or  8,000  men  marching  on  to 
Martinsburg,  They  are  a  portion  of  Ewell's  corps.  General  Kelley 
ought  to  throw  re-enforcements  toward  Hancock  to  shelter  them. 

All  my  scouts  who  came  in  and  reported  to  me  say  that  General 
Lee  has  a  large  army,  and  if  he  cannot  capture  Washington,  Balti- 
more, and  redeem  Maryland,  that  he  will  fortify  South  Mountain, 
and  will  winter  in  Washington  County,  Md. ,  and  draw  his  supplies 
from  the  richest  parts  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  I  am  satisfied 
that  they  are  coming.  They  have  had  the  Union  force  weighed  and 
counted,  and  found  them  wanting.  Prepare  for  the  storm. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
October  20,  1863,-8  p.  m.     (Received  9.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  advance  of  the  army  reached  Warrenton  to-day,  the  enemy 
having  all  retired  beyond  the  Rappahannock.  The  railroad  from 
Bristoe  Station,  as  far  as  examined  to  Catlett's  Station,  has  been  com- 
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pletely  destroyed,  and  it  is  understood  this  work  has  been  carried  as 
tar  as  the  Rappahannock,  though  not  so  effectually  as  immediately 
at  Bristoe.  This  act  is  signiiicant  of  a  purpose  to  detach  troops 
to  the  southwest,  based  on  the  presumed  delay  in  my  advance.  I 
will  immediately  have  an  estimate  made  of  the  time  it  will  require 
to  put  the  road  in  repair.  I  can  carry  fifteen  days'  subsistence  for 
the  men,  but  cannot  carry  more  than  five  or  six  days'  forage  for  the 
animals.  This  would  necessitate  frequent  returns  to  the  depot  by 
the  trains,  until  the  road  is  repaired.  This  would  involve  wagoning 
supplies  from  Bristoe  to  Gordonsville,  if  I  advanced  thus  far,  a  dis- 
tance of  70  miles  over  roads  that  in  bad  weather  are  very  difficult  of 
passage,  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  cavalry.  I  am  afraid  the  time 
it  will  take  to  repair  the  road  and  the  difficulty  of  advance  without 
the  railroad,  will  preclude  my  preventing  the  sending  of  troops  to 
the  southwest  by  the  enemy. 

I  will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  movement 
on  their  part. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


October  20,  [1863]— 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  French: 

I  saw  General  Meade  this  morning  myself.  He  was  not  certain 
whether  Lee's  army  had  recrossed  the  Rappahannock  or  not,  and  he 
wished  me  to  push  on  and  try  to  find  out.  Prom  what  I  learned  at 
Mrs.  Green's,  I  feel  almost  sure  General  Lee  has  recrossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock. General  Meade  told  me  he  wished  me  to  go  at  least  as 
far  as  Auburn,  and  I  know  he  expects  you  to  follow  me.  If  you  do, 
I  will  cross  Cedar  Run  and  camp  on  the  other  side.  General  Meade 
indicated  he  wished  me  to  go  farther,  and  I  told  him  I  would  if  he 
thought  it  best  when  the  day's  operations  had  siipplied  him  with 
information.  I  inferred  he  did  not  intend  to  push  us  if  Lee  really 
had  retreated  across  the  Rappahannock. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


[October  20,  1863. — For  abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  see  Part  I,  p.  226.] 


War  Department, 

Washington,   October  20,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schenck  and 
John  W.  Garrett, 

Baltimore,  Md.: 
Deserters  report  that  Stuart  is  preparing  for  another  raid  into 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.     Every  possible  care  should  be  taken 
of  rolling  stock  and  bridges. 

^  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  October  20,  1863—10.  a.m. 
Major-General  Couch,  Chambersburg,  Pa.: 

Commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferry  cannot  countermand  my 
orders.  All  of  your  troops  were  ordered  to  move  down  to  the  Poto- 
mac, in  a  position  to  re-enforce  Harper's  Ferry.  It  is  believed  that 
Stuart  will  make  a  cavalry  raid  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
while  Lee  will  attempt  to  cut  off  or  reduce  Harper's  Ferry. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  October  20,  1863. 
(Received  War  Department  2.15  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Sharpe,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Mr.  Patrick  Cunningham  has  returned  from  Richmond.  He  ar- 
rived at  Richmond  on  Sunday,  the  11th.  He  remained  in  Richmond 
two  nights  and  one  day.  He  says,  "There  are  no  troops  in  or  around 
Richmond,  excepting  what  they  call  the  'Local  Guard'  of  militia." 
He  also  says  that  there  are  no  troops  passed  from  Lee  to  Bragg  or 
Bragg  to  Lee,  or  from  any  other  point  to  re-enforce  Lee. 

It  is  reported  in  Richmond  that  General  Lee  has  the  finest  and 
the  largest  army  he  has  ever  had  heretofore.  Tliis  is  the  jirevailing 
opinion  of  civilians  and  soldiers.  There  is  no  talk  of  Rosecrans 
or  Charleston,  but  all  eyes  seem  to  be  turned  upon  the  army  of  Lee. 
They  say  that  Lee  will  drive  Meade  into  the  fortifications  around 
Alexandria  and  Washington,  and  again  invade  Maryland  at  the  fol- 
lowing points,  viz,  Leesburg,  Point  of  Rocks,  and  Berlin.  He  also 
states  that  there  is  a  force  under  Imboden  encamped  on  the  Shenan- 
doah River,  in  the  neighborhood  of  White  Post,  and  that  White's 
and  Mosby's  guerrillas  are  within  re-enforcing  distance  of  Imboden; 
also  Gilmor's  and  McNeill's.     In  connection  with  this  he  states  that — 

General  Jones'  command  is  posted  in  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Ridge  to  re  enforce  either 
Imboden  or  Lee — the  one  that  shall  need  his  assistance  first.  There  is  a  small  rebel 
force  under  Jenkins  and  Jackson  in  the  vicinity  of  Moorefteld,  watching  the  Union 
troops  under  AvereU.  There  is  no  rebel  force  between  Richmond  and  GordonsviUe, 
and  none  between  GordonsviUe  and  Staunton,  and  none  between  Staunton  and 
Winchester.  I  did  not  see  more  than  f oi'ty  rebel  wagons  between  Strasburg  and 
Staunton,  and  they  were  employed  hauling  pig-iron  to  Richmond.  There  is  a  large 
drove  of  cattle,  numbering  about  one  thousand,  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army.  They 
are  grazing  in  the  farm  known  as  Steamburgin's,  situated  between  Mount  Jackson 
and  New  Market.  All  the  refugees  who  fled  from  the  presence  of  the  Union  forces 
are  returning  down  the  valley  with  the  expectation  that  the  rebels  will  soon  have 
possession  of  this  country.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  re -enforcements — that  is,  regular 
troops,  joining  Lee,  or  from  Lee  to  any  other  point — that  is,  within  the  last  three 
weeks,  except  conscripts.  This  is  my  honest  statement,  which  I  am  wiUing  to  testify 
to  before  any  magisti-ate. 

PATRICK  CUNNINGHAM. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Cav.  Div.,  Dept.  West  Va., 

Charleston,  October  20,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  L.  BoTSPORD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. ,  Charleston,  W.  Va.  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received  information 
from  reliable  Union  men  that  there  is  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  num- 
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bering  from  300  to  400  men,  under  command  of  Colonel  Beckley, 
now  in  Boone  County,  near  Boone  Court-House.  They  are  engaged 
in  conscripting  for  the  rebel  army  and  stealing  horses,  &c. 

I  would  respectfully  request  permission  to  take  my  command  and 
go  to  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  and  capturing  this 
band. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  20,  1863 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster,* 

Fort,  Monroe,  Va.  : 
Advices  from  Richmond  are  that  every  available  man,  except  some 
local  militia  or  home  guards,  has  moved  with  Lee's  army  against 
Meade.  Is  it  not  possible,  under  these  circumstances,  to  move  up 
the  York  River,  destroy  the  railroad  bridges,  and  threaten  Rich- 
mond, so  as  to  draw  back  some  of  Lee's  forces  ?    Please  answer. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  20,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

Telegram  received.     I  will  attempt  what  you  propose,  and  do  it  if 
possible. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gainesville,   Va.,   October  21,  1863— 30.30  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  from,  the  examination  made,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  has  been 
destroyed  from  Bristoe  Station  to  Culpeper  Court-House.  To  repair 
and  put  in  working  order  the  road  to  the  Rappahannock  will  require 
the  use  ,of  a  considerable  part  of  this  army  for  guards  and  working 
parties.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  see  the  practicability 
of  an  advance  on  this  line  to  Gordonsville.  A  transfer  to  the  Fred- 
ericksburg road,  if  successful  in  crossing  the  Rappahannock,  would 
require  time  to  put  the  road  in  working  order  from  Aquia  Creek, 
and  the  enemy  would  doubtless  destroy  it  in  advance  of  the  point 
we  held. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  campaign  is  virtually  over,  for 
the  present  season,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw  the  army 
to  some  position  in  front  of  Washington  and  detach  from  it  such 
portions  as  may  be  required  to  operate  elsewhere.  Although  I  have 
no  information  but  the  acts- of  the  enemy,  I  think  it  is  his  intention 
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to  detacli  a  portion  of  his  forces  for  operations  elsewhere.  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  the  views  of  the  Government  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  October  31,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Your  telegrams  of  8  p.  m.  last  night  and  10.30  this  morning  were 
received.  I  cannot  reply  till  I  receive  the  orders  of  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Washington,  October  21,  186.3— 3..30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade: 

If  you  can  conveniently  leave  your  army,  the  President  wishes  to 
see  you  to-morrow. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  op, the  Potomac. 

October  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  following  report  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded  for  the   information  of  the   commanding 
general : 

Watery  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

October  21,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton  : 

Large  camji  smokes  are  seen  near  Stevensburg,  Brandy  Station,  opposite  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  and  Freeman's  Ford.  Smokes  in  direction  of  Stevensburg  are 
heaviest.  A  force  (think  of  cavalry)  is  massed  on  south  bank  of  Rappahannock, 
Quite  a  number  of  lights  seen  belovsr  Sulphur  Springs. 

TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer. 

Communication  open  by  flag  signals  from  these  headquarters  via 
Watery  Mountain,  with  the  headquarters  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

Upon  receipt  of  your  telegram  yesterday,  I  instructed  the  greatest 
vigilance  at  all  points  in  reference  to  our  rolling  stock  and  bridges. 
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We  are  also  endeavoring  in  every  practicable  form  to  obtain  infor- 
mation regarding  any  movements  that  threaten  us,  so  that  we  may 
secure  any  machinery  or  property  that  may  be  endangered.  If  tlie 
forces  that  can  be  concentrated  near  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  line  are 
active  and  sufficient  to  endanger  Stuart's  return,  I  strongly  hope 
that  he  will  be  deterred  from  attempting  a  raid  into  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania. 

J.  W.  GAEEETT, 

President. 


Headquarters  Division, 

October  31,  1863. 
Captain  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  party  of  cavalry  sent  out  from 
here  in  search  of  rebel  cavalry  have  returned,  who  report  that  the 
number  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Chichester 
Mills  was  greatly  exaggerated.  Colonel  Lowell,  in  conjunction  with 
Colonel  Baker,  is  still  scouring  the  country. 

MICHAEL  COECOEAN, 

Briga  die  r-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Beverly,  Ocioher  31,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Clarksburg : 

Six  of  our  scouts  just  in  from  the  front.  They  were  5  miles  be- 
yond Big  Spring.  Eeport  Captain  McNeill's  cavalry  company  at 
Huntersville,  parts  of  Hutton's  and  Marshall's  companies  on  Elk 
Mountain,  near  Edray ;  about  100  infantry  at  Greenbrier  Bridge. 
Colonel  Arnett  commands  all  these  forces.  Headquarters  at  Green- 
brier Bridge.  No  forces  at  Green  Bank  or  Dunmore.  The  force  in 
all  fhat  country  not  over  300. 

They  also  report  that  they  were  told  by  one  Sharp,  a  very  reliable 
Union  man  living  beyond  Big  Spring,  that  an  officer  of  Jackson's 
command  told  him  about  a  week  ago  that  the  forces  of  Jones  and 
Jenkins  were  en  route  to  the  Kanawha  Valley,  and  that  Jackson 
would  endeavor  to  capture  Bulltown,  and  then  join  forces  near 
Charleston.     Nothing  known  of  Jackson  since  his  repulse. 

L.  MAEKBEEIT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  21,  1863—2.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schenck, 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
A  delegation  is  here  saying  that  our  armed  colored  troops  are  at 
many,  if  not  all,  the  landings  on  the  Patuxent  Eiver,  and  by  their 
presence  with  arms  in  their  hands  are  frightening  quiet  people,  and 
producing  great  confusion.  Have  they  been  sent  there  by  any 
order ;  and  if  so,  for  what  reason  ? 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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Baltimore,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  6.45  p.  m.) 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
The  delegation  from  Saint  Mary's  County  have  grossly  misrepre- 
sented matters.  Colonel  Birney  went  under  my  orders  to  look  foi' 
a  site  for  a  camp  of  instruction  and  rendezvous  for  colored  troops. 
(See  his  report  this  day  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General.)  He 
took  with  him  a  recruiting  squad,  who  were  stationed,  each  with 
one  officer,  at  Millstone,  Spencer's,  Saint  Leonard's,  Duke's,  Forest 
Grove,  and  Benedict  Landings,  on  the  Patuxent.  They  are  under 
special  instructions,  good  discipline,  and  have  harmed  no  one.  The 
only  disorder  or  violence  has  been  that  two  secessionists,  named 
Southeron,  have  killed  Second  Lieutenant  White  at  Benedict;  hut  we 
hope  to  arrest  the  murderers.  The  officer  was  a  white  man.  The 
only  danger  of  confusion  must  be  from  the  citizens,  not  the  soldiers, 
but  Colonel  Birney  himself  visited  all  the  landings,  talked  with  the 
citizens,  and  the  only  apprehension  they  expressed  was  that  their 
slaves  might  leave  them.  It  is  a  neighborhood  of  rabid  secessionists. 
I  beg  that  the  President  will  not  intervene,  and  thus  embolden  them. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Mary's  District, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  October  21,  1863. 
Lieut.  John  Mix, 

Comdg.  Detachment  Second  and  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry: 

You  will,  with  1  commissioned  officer  and  106  men  of  your  com- 
mand, proceed  by  way  of  the  Three  Notched  road  to  Leonardtown, 
in  the  county  of  Saint  Mary's,  at  which  place  you  will  establish  your 
headquarters.  You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  suppressing  con- 
traband trade  and  all  disloyal  practices,  arresting  deserters  and  es- 
caped prisoners,  and  preserving  the  public  peace.  The  more  effect- 
ually to  accomplish  these  objects,  you  will  send  small  detachments 
of  your  force  to  Charlotte  Hall,  Chaptico,  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent 
River,  and  such  other  points  as  you  may  deem  necessary.  All  block- 
ade runners  you  will  cause  to  be  arrested,  their  goods  seized  and 
sent  to  this  point. 

It  is  reported  that  some  persons  are  now  engaged  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Patuxent  and  above  there  in  enlisting  into  the  military  serv- 
ice slaves  and  free  persons  of  color  without  proper  authority  from 
the  War  Department.  You  will  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  if  you 
find  such  to  be  the  case  you  will  cause  them  immediately  to  desist 
and  to  leave  this  military  district  forthwith,  if  they  are  not  residents 
therein. 

You  will  take  with  you  rations  and  forage  for  three  days,  and 
afterward  supplies  will  be  sent  to  Leonardtown  for  your  detachment. 
I  desire  that  you  will  be  particularly  careful  that  no  depredations 
are  committed  by  any  of  the  men  under  your  command  upon  the 
property  of  any  person  whatever. 

You  will  report  by  mail  as  often  as  every  other  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILMAN  MARSTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  [  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 
No.  51.  f  Baltimore,  Md.,  October  21,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  that  dis- 
trict of  country  consisting  of  the  counties  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland  as  far  north  as  and  including  Kent  County;  the  coun- 
ties of  Northampton  and  Accomac,  in  Virginia;  the  county  of  Cal- 
vert, in  Maryland,  and  all  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland  lying 
between  the  Potomac  and  Patuxent  Rivers  as  far  up  as  the  Piscata- 
way  River  and  Upper  Marlborough,  excepting  the  county  of  Saint 
Mary's. 

This  command  will  include  all  forces  that  now  are,  or  may  be  here- 
after, assigned  for  service  in  any  part  of  said  district,  and  will  be 
known  as  the  First  Separate  Brigade. 

II.  All  the  forces  belonging  to  this  department  or  army  corps, 
now  in  service,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  assigned  to  duty,  stationed 
in  Baltimore  City  or  County,  including  all  the  works  of  defense 
therein,  except  Fort  McHenry,  Fort  Marshall,  Fort  Federal  Hill, 
and  Fort  Dix,  and  except  the  Second  Separate  Brigade,  shall  here- 
after be  known  as  the  Third  Separate  Brigade,  and  will  be  under  the 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schenck : 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  West  Virginia, 

No.  16.  \  Clarksburg,   W.   Va.,  October  21,  1863. 

I.  The  troops  formerly  designated  as  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Brigades,  First  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  and  generally  those  stationed 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Northwestern  Virginia  Railroads, 
from  Sleepy  Creek  west  to  the  Ohio  River,  will  constitute  the  Second 
Division  of  this  department. 

II.  The  counties  of  Ohio,  Brooke,  and  Hancock,  W.  Va.,  are,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  included  within  and  made  a  portion 
of  this  department. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  8.50  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

The  private  information  that  I  get,  through  rebel  sources,  is  to 
the  effect  that  Lee  will  not  pursue  Meade  much  farther,  but  will  soon 
retire  to  Ms  old  position  south  of  the  Rappahannock. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General, 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  31,  1863—8  a.  m. 

(Received  9.10  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
The  force  with  which  I  can  move  at  this  moment  does  not  exceed 
5,000,  of  all  arms.  This  would  only  allow  me  to  make  a  dash  at  the 
railroad  bridge  and  at  Richmond  with  cavalry,  holding  certain  points 
with  the  infantry.  I  make  this  representation  before  inquiring  if 
you  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  demonstration  up  the  York  River 
instead  of  the  James  River.  The  chances  for  me  in  this  latter  direc- 
tion are,  I  think,  greater  for  breaking  the  railroad  connection  south 
and  southwest  of  Petersburg.  .Please  intimate  your  wishes  upon 
this  point. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  21,  18G<J — 10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

The  object  is  to  break  railroads  between  Richmond  and  General 
Lee's  army.  There  would  be  nothing  important  gained  by  destroy- 
ing bridges  south  of  Richmond  at  the  present  time.  Having  driven 
Meade  across  Bull  Run,  and  destroyed  the  railroad,  Lee  is  now  fall- 
ing back.  If  you  have  not  the  force  to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
the  bridges  north  of  Richmond,  I  do  not  insist  upon  it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  21,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Dispatches  from  General  Meade  render  it  advisable  that  you  make 
no  movement  till  further  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  21,  1863— 4.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

Your  telegram  received.  I  intended  to  start  to-morrow,  but  am 
glad  of  the  delay,  as  it  gives  time  to  get  some  regiments  from  North 
Carolina  and  parties  froro  the  outposts. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  93.  j  Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  October  21,  1863. 

if  *  Hf  if  if  jf  if 

VI.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck,  commanding  District  of  North  Carolina, 
will  order  the  following  troops  under  his  command  to  proceed  at  once 
to  this  point  with  all  possible  dispatch:  Twenty-lifth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Third  Regiment  New"  York  Cavalry, 
Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery  ;  Howell's  battery.  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  and  Riggs'  battery,  Third  New  York  Artillery. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  :|c 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Harland,  commanding  Getty's  division,  will  at 
once  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  his  command  prepared  to  em- 
bark to-morrow  morning. 

The  troops  will  be  in  light  marching  order  ;  will  be  provided  with 
three  days'  cooked  rations,  seven  days'  in  bulk,  and  100  rounds  of 
ammunition. 

The  fortifications  in  his  front  will  be  garrisoned  by  the  batteries 
of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery,  under  Major  Wetmore,  who 
will  divide  his  command  accordingly.  The  reserve  or  support  to  the 
artillery  will  be  taken  from  the  invalids  of  the  different  regiments, 
who  will  also  garrison  the  different  redans  on  that  front.  The  field 
guns  left  in  position  will  be  manned  by  the  invalids  of  different  bat- 
teries. All  the  troops,  invalids,'  and  company,  left  in  camp  by  Gen- 
eral Harland,  will  be  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Barnes,  who  will  superintend  the  above-mentioned  distribution  of 
forces. 

XI.  Col.  J.  J.  De  Forest,  commanding  at  Newport  News,  will  have 
his  command  prepared  to  embark  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  in 
light  marching  order,  with  three  days'  cooked  rations,  seven  days'  in 
bulk,  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man. 

XII.  Special  Orders,  No.  93,  Paragraphs  10  and  11,  from  these 
headquarters,  are  hereby  suspended  until  further  orders. 

XIII.  All  that  part  of  Virginia  comprised  within  what  is  known 
as  the  interior  line  of  the  defenses  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in- 
cluding Fort  Norfolk  and  the  fortifications  on  that  line,  is  hereby 
placed  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  31,  1863. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

The  Eutaw  is  needed  at  Yorktown  to- morrow  evening  to  assist 
General  Foster.  I  have  not  a  gunboat  here,  and  only  the  Jones  and 
Putnam  there  fit  for  service.     Can  Eutaw  or  other  aid  come  ? 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Acting  Eear-Admiral. 

.  Manassas,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  12  m. ) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  : 

I  will  be  in  Washington  by  2  p.  m. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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Hbadquaeters  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 
October  22,  1863—6.05  p.  m.     (Received  11.15  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  -Geokge  G.  Meade, 

Washington: 

Colonel  Gregg,  commanding  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Fayetteville, 
reports  that  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  met  the  enemy's 
pickets  at  12  m.  to-day  at  Bealeton  Station.  After  some  skirmish- 
ing the  enemy  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Rappahannock  Station. 
The  officer  sent  by  General  Pleasonton  with  a  small  party  to  exam- 
ine the  condition  of  the  railroad  was  unable  to  reach  Rappahannock 
Station,  being  met  by  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
which  caused  his  return.  He  found  the  road  destroyed  to  Ratcliffe's 
Run,  the  point  he  reached.  A  prisoner  reports  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  and  some  infantry  on  this  side  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. General  Gregg  reports  that  the  enemy's  vedettes  are  in 
sight  at  Sulphur  Springs.  The  signal  officer  at  Watery  Mountain 
reports  that  it  is  too  smoky  to  see  anything  south  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock to-day.     Guerrillas  seen  on  Carter's  Mountain. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Auburn,  October  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Humphreys: 

If  we  are  to  stay  any  number  of  days  at  this  place,  would  it  not 
be  well  for  me  to  station  a  brigade  at  Greenwich,  and  detachments 
at  other  points  between  here  and  Gainesville,  so  as  to  prevent  guer- 
rillas from  infesting  the  road? 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with  such  an  insignificant  matter,  but 
that  such  a  scattering  of  my  force  might  interfere  with  my  prompt 
execution  of  any  movements  you  may  have  in  view  for  us. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863. 

The  several  corps  of  the  army  are  posted  as  follows,  at  the  present 
time: 

First  Corps  at  Georgetown. 

Second  Corps  where  the  Warrenton  Branch  Railroad  crosses  Tur- 
key Run. 

Third  Corps  at  Catlett's  Station,  with  one  brigade  at  Bristoe. 

Fifth'  Corps  at  New  Baltimore. 

Sixth  Corps  at  Warrenton. 

Reserve  Artillery  near  New  Baltimore. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Executive  IVxansion, 
Washington,  October  23,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schenck, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 
Please  come  over  here.     The  fact  of  one  of  our  officers  being  killed 
on  the  Patuxent  is  a  specimen  of  what  I  would  avoid.     It  seems  to 
me  we  could  send  white  men  to  recruit  better  than  to  send  negroes, 
and  thus  inaugurate  homicides  on  punctilio.     Please  come  over. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  War  Department  5.30  p.  m.) 
Col.  G.  H.  Sharpe, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

■    Statement  of  William  Arndoff,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County  : 

I  was  informed  by  a  fanner  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Crane,  who  lives  near  Charles- 
town,  Jefferson  County,  and  is  a  very  reliable  man  and  a  strong  rebel,  and  thinks 
I  am  the  same,  that  he  would  be  very  much  disappointed  if  General  Lee  did  not 
cross  the  Potomac  at  the  Point  of  Rocks  within  ten  days.  This  man  Crane  says  he 
never  has  been  disappointed  in  his  opinion  in  reference  to  the  rebel  movements.  He 
further  stated  that  Imboden's  command  fell  back  to  Front  Royal,  there  to  divide 
their  forces  into  two  separate  commands.  One  is  to  advance  by  the  way  of  Berry- 
viUe  and  Charlestovm  ;  the  other  is  to  keep  north  of  the  turnpike  and  surround  and 
capture  the  forces  stationed  at  this  post.  He  also  said  that  Greneral  Lee  has  the 
largest  and  finest  army  he  has  ever  had.  He  further  stated  that  Jenkins  was  to 
unite  his  forces  with  Imboden. 

This  gentleman  has  been  heretofore  employed  as  a  spy,  and  is  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  at  present.  I  this  day  sent  the  said  Arndoif  to 
Front  Royal,  Luray,  and  various  other  places.  He  is  a  responsible 
man.     I  took  his  bond  for  $5,000. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Headquarters, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  22,  1863. 
Captain  Potter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  Washington: 
I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report.     Tliree  of  Mosby's  men 
were  captured  and  1  killed,  near  Chichester  Mills  this  afternoon,  by 
the  men  of  Colonel  Baker's  command  at  Annandale. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  5  p.  m.)' 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief:  * 

The  Richmond  papers  of  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st,  which  I  send 

you  by  mail,  speak  of  Lee's  intention  to  retire  to  a  position  near 

Richmond,  having  failed  to  bring  General  Meade  to  battle.     They 

also  report  heavy  freshets  on  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  Rivers, 
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which  destroyed,  or  at  least  rendered  impassable  for  a  time,  the 
bridges  over  the  latter  river.  They  state  that  all  interest  is  now- 
centered  in  the  operations  of  the  armies  at  Chattanooga. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  |      Hdqrs.  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 

No.  14.  i  Norfolk,  Va.,  October  32,  1863. 

The  time  set  for  the  execution  of  Dr.  David  M.  Wright  by  General 
Orders,  No.  17,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  promulgated  in  General  Orders,  No.  13  [13?],  from  these 
headquarters,  having  been  by  order  of  the  President  postponed  until 
Friday,  the  23d,  the  execution  will  take  place  to-morrow  (Friday) 
morning,  October  23, 1863,  at  10  o'clock. 
Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes : 

GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  23,  1863—11.20  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
Dr.  Wright  was  executed  this  morning  at  Norfolk,  according  to 
orders.     Everything  passed  ofiE  very  orderly. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Com-manding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
The  following  dispatch,  just  received  from  Colonel  Sharpe,  deputy 
provost-marshal-general,  is   sent   for   your   information.      Colonel 
Sharpe  has  been  directed  to  send  other  agents  immediately. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Pnclosure.] 

Alexandria,  Va., 

October  33,  [1863.] 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Our  men  returned  this  morning.  The  old  man  says  that  Ewell's 
corps  went  to  Tennessee  last  Monday.  He  did  not  have  time  to  go 
to  the  army  himself,  but  yesterday  he  saw  a  man  from  Fredericks- 
burg who  had  gone  up  to  Culpeper  on  Monday  as  claimant  to  get 
certificates  for  damstges  done  to  his  property  and  that  of  citizens 
around  Fredericksburg.  These  certificates  were  to  come  from  offi- 
cers 'in  Ewell's  corps.  The  claimant  returned  to  Fredericksburg  on 
Tuesday,  and  said  that  he  was  unable  to  complete  his  business, 
because  Ewell's  corps  had  left  for  Tennessee  on  Monday.  This  is 
the  authority,  and  the  old  man  thinks  it  straight. 
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The  old  man  also  says  that  he  is  quite  sure  no  troops  have  come 
to  Lee's  army ;  that  it  is  reported  that  the  division  at  Petersburg 
has  gone  to  re-enforce  Bragg,  and  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
lies  at  Culpeper,  with  some  troops  thrown  over  the  Eapidan.  The 
people  about  Fredericksburg  report  that  Lee's  late  advance  upon 
Meade's  front  has  turned  out  disastrous,  and  that  A.  P.  Hill  is  in 
arrest  for  the  failure. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  men  brought  with  them  an  Irish  refugee 
from  Richmond,  who  says  he  left  there  Wednesday  morning,  at  7 
o'clock ;  that  up  to  that  time  Swell's  corps  had  not  passed  through; 
that  on  Saturday  evening  last,  Governor  Smith  addressed  the  citizens 
of  Richmond,  urging  the  home  companies  to  go  to  protect  the  salt- 
works. He  did  not  hear  where,  but  very  few  went;  that  Mr.  Davis 
returned  from  Bragg's  army  on  Monday  last,  and  addressed  the  citi- 
zens the  same  evening,  assuring  them  of  success  in  the  west. 

I  am  writing  from  Colonel  Devereux's  office,  and  shall  return  to 
headquarters  by  the  3  o'clock  train  if  I  do  not  hear  from  you.  If 
you  wish  the  trip  made  right  over  again  for  absolute  confirmation. 
Captain  McEntee  must  send  me  one  or  two  other  men,  as  the  men  I 
have  with  me  have  their  feet  so  blistered  as  to  be  unable  to  walk. 

GEO.  H.   SHARPE, 

Colonel,   &c. 

Signal  Dept.,  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

General:  Communication  by  flag  signal  is  open  between  these 
headquarters  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth 
Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863—4  p.m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps,  Catlett's: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel 
Gregg,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  reports  that  the  enemy  are  in 
some  force  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  disposed  to  fight.  They 
may  push  forward  to  ascertain  what  we  are  doing,  and  I  am  directed 
to  advise  you  to  be  on  the  alert. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

October  23,  1863. 
Pursuant  to  the  above,  division  commanders  will  hold  their  com- 
mands well  in  hand,  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  French : 

O.  H.  HART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1803. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received,  and  is  respectfully 
forwarded: 

Watery  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

October  23,  186a— 5  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton: 

Large  camps  of  the  enemy  plainly  seen  this  p.  m. ,  south  of  Rappahannock  and 
between  Brandy  Station  and  Culpeper.  Five  regiments  of  infantry  were  drilling 
on  field  in  vicinity  of  Brandy  Station.  Strong  cavalry  pickets  along  the  Rappahan- 
nock.   See  no  camps  or  smokes  west  of  Jefferson. 

TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
to  Bristoe  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad.  The 
brigade  of  the  Third  Corps  now  there  will  be  relieved  by  you.  As 
soon  as  the  bridge  over  Kettle  Run  is  finished,  you  will  have  it  prop- 
erly guarded,  and  will  guard  the  road  as  fast  as  finished  as  far  as  the 
crossings  of  Slaty  Run. 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  23,  1863—8.15  p.  m. 
Com,manding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
First  Corps  is  ordered  to  move  to  Bristoe  Station,  and  will  relieve 
the  brigade  of  your  corps  now  there.  The  First  Corps  will  guard 
the  railroad  when  finished  as  far  as  the  crossings  of  Slaty  Run.  The 
Third  Corps  will  guard  the  road  from  Slaty  Run  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion and  to  the  Three-Mile  Station,  on  the  Warrenton  Branch,  as  fast 
as  finished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.,  October  23,  1863—5.20  p.  m. 

(Received  9.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 
Sergeant  Hunnicutt,  on  secret  service,  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, passed  here  September  5,  to  Dublin,  Lynchburg,  Qordonsville, 
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Hanover,  Ricliinond,  Petersburg,  Weldon,  Wilmington,  Raleigh, 
Augusta,  Atlanta,  and  Chattanooga,  and  returned  here  this  morning, 
via  Dublin  and  North  River.  Reports  Clingman's  brigade  at  Wil- 
mington ;  Colquitt  dead,  his  brigade  at  Kinston ;  Ransom's  brigade 
at  Weldon ;  Pickett,  with  Armistead's  brigade,  Washington  Artillery, 
and  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  recruiting  at  Peters- 
burg ;  Wise's  Legion  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ;  part  of  Elzey's  division 
at  Drewry's  Bluff,  rest  gone  to  Jones,  at  Bristol ;  Imboden,  if  not 
with  Stuart,  aiming  at  railroad  at  Piedmont ;  Tredegar  Works  mak- 
ing a.  large  number  of  heavy  guns  ;  Reverend  Hoge  landed  at  Wil- 
mington, October  10,  with  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  French  ten- 
shooters  ;  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  under  Ewell,  consists  of  his 
corps  and  A.  P.  Hill's;  Lee,  with  Bragg's  army,  125,000  strong. 
Hunnicutt  says  he  acts  under  Colonel  Sharpe,  deputy  provost-mar- 
shal. Army  of  the  Potomac.  Tried  to  get  into  our  lines  at  United 
Stat«s  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  but  could  not.  He  leaves  in  the 
morning  for  Washington. 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  2.3,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Commander-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army : 
General  :  I  have  received  information  from  deserters  to  the  effect 
that  the  enemy,  seeing  the  advantage  that  might  accrue  to  us  from 
the  possession  of  Smith's  Island,  have  occupied  it  and  commenced 
the  erection  of  a  work  at  Bald  Head.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Dutton, 
Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers  (Engineer  Corps,  U.  S.  Army), 
to  examine  and  report.  This  is  a  very  important  matter  in  connec- 
tion with  the  commencement  of  operations  against  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River.  From  Bald  Head,  Fort  Caswell  can 
be  battered  and  the  channel  controlled,  while  a  night  attack  with 
infantry  might  secure  the  work  on  Zekes  Island,  and  thus  enable  us 
to  control  the  east  channel.  I  do  not  see  what  I  can  do.  The  small 
movable  force  that  I  have  collected  here  acts  now  as  a  reserve  for 
any  threatened  point,  and  is  available  for  any  movement  to  the 
front  of  our  present  positions.  But  to  take  it  so  far  away  as  Smith's 
Island  may  endanger  the  safety  of  the  points  now  held.  Besides, 
the  force  is  too  small  for  the  work  at  Smith's  Island  and  Caswell 
both,  and  may  even  now  be  too  small  for  the  taking  of  Smith's 
Island  alone.  I  want  to  do  something,  and  as  soon  as  Colonel  Dut- 
ton returns  will  make  a  fuller  report,  and  ask  for  your  instructions. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  October  33,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Camdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 

Your  orders  for  the  additional  force  came  to  hand  this  morning, 
and  found  me  with  less  facilities  than  ever  before.     Our  steamers 
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were  on  their  routes,  or  needing  repairs,  and  the  quartermaster  re- 
ported some  12  tons  as  our  whole  stock  of  coal.  Commodore  Daven- 
port kindly  gave  us  all  he  had,  and  the  wheels  are  still  in  motion. 

The  Twelfth  Cavalry  had  to  be  sent  to  relieve  the  Third,  causing 
additional  travel  and  consuming  time.  At  the  first,  I  confess  I  began 
to  despair,  since  so  much  transportation  is  called  for,  cavalry  and 
artillery. 

The  Spaulding  arrived,  and  I  shall  send  nine  companies  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  and  two  of  cavalry  upon  this  vessel. 
The  Vedette  arrived  this  evening.  She  is  being  repaired,  and  will 
leave  early  in  the  morning  with  a  schooner  in  tow  for  Elizabeth  City, 
with  cavalry.  The  Patuxent  is  due  in  a  few  hours,  I  believe.  The 
Pilot  Boy  will  be  due  to-morrow  evening  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts from  Washington.  A  tug  was  sent  off  with  orders  for  all 
vessels,  and  they  will  be  hurried  off  as  rapidly  as  our  facilities  will 
admit. 

Dr.  Rice,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  was  captured  yesterday,  and 
his  orderly  also.  Some  of  our  pickets  at  Little  Washington  have 
been  bagged.  I  have  very  little  confidence  in  the  Twelfth  Cavalry, 
and  hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  back  the  Third  Regiment  again. 

One  of  the  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  consti- 
tutes the  garrison  of  Fort  Gaston,  and  is  well  instructed  in  artillery. 
Having  nothing  to  replace  it  with,  I  have  retained  it. 

Our  sick-list  is  very  large,  indeed,  and  does  not  run  down,  as  I 
anticipated,  with  the  advance  of  the  season. 

The  small-pox  has  materially  reduced  our  stock  of  lumber,  by  pro- 
ducing a  scarcity  of  hands,  but  orders  have  been  given  to  press  the 
mills  for  your  wants  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Magruder,  Va.,  October  23,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  J.  Wistar, 

Commanding  Forces: 

General:  Upon  the  occasion  of  passing  Mrs.  Lee  out  of  the  lines 
yesterday,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  send  out  a  scouting  party  in 
advance,  as  far  as  the  Nine-Mile  Ordinary.  This  I  did,  because  upon 
a  former  occasion,  I  sent  a  small  party  out,  and  afterward  heard  that 
if  we  did  the  same  thing  again  the  expedition  would  come  to  grief. 
They  said  of  us  that  we  were  too  cowardly  to  come  out  upon  any 
other  occasion  than  when  ladies  accompanied  us.  It  was  well  that  I 
sent  a  good  strong  party,  1  officer  and  50  men,  for  they  were  set  upon 
going  out  by  guerrillas,  and  returning  they  were  drawn  into  an 
ambush  by  a  party,  how  strong  it  was  not  known,  at  Six-Mile  Ordi- 
nary. A  considerable  volley  was  delivered  into  the  flank  of  the 
column  as  it  was  moving  along  the  road.  Telegraph  wire  had  been 
stretched  across  the  road  to  trip  their  horses  as  they  returned.  No 
one  was  hurt,  which  all  parties  agree  in  representing  as  miraculous. 

I  should  like  extremely  well  to  make  a  dash  to-morrow  morning 
up  the  road  with  some  cavalry  and  infantry,  say  about  100  of  each, 
not  to  go  beyond  the  Nine-Mile  Ordinary,  and  see  if  these  fellows 
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cannot  be  made  to  pay  a  little  for  tlieir  audacity.     Will  you  please 
allow  me  to  do  so? 

The  captain  who  commanded  the  party  yesterday  had  orders  to  go 
as  far  as  Nine-Mile  Ordinary,  but  not  beyond;  to  gain  all  the  infor- 
mation he  could;  if  he  saw  a  good  chance  to  make  a  dash  to  do  so, 
but  avoid  an  ambush,  to  be  very  careful  on  the  latter  point.  He  did 
not  disobey  any  order,  but  I  think  he  might  have  done  better.  He 
was  also  ordered  to  bring  back  in  safety  a  buggy  and  cart  driven  by 
two  negroes,  which  went  out  with  Mrs.  Lee;  this  he  did. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ROBT.  M.  WEST, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
Torlctown,  October  33,  1863—13  m. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  major-general  commanding  depart- 
ment, for  his  information. 

I  have  telegraphed  to  Colonel  West  to  execute  his  plan  boldly,  but 
take  care  not  to  take  his  infantry  too  far  from  support. 
Respectfully, 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 

P.  S. — Mrs.  Lee  was  sent  out  under  permission  from  department 
headquarters,  granted  some  time  since,  with  caution  "never  to 
return. " 


[Second  indorsement.] 

Action  approved. 


J.  G.  FOSTER. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  34,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  President  desires  that  you  will  prepare  to  attack  Lee's  army, 
and,  at  all  hazards,  make  a  cavalry  raid,  to  break  the  railroad  at  or 
near  Lynchburg,  and  such  other  places  as  may  be  practicable.  The 
troops  making  this  raid  must  mainly  subsist  upon  the  country. 
They  should  be  provided  with  the  proper  means  of  destroying  rail- 
roads, bridges,  &c.  There  are  four  lines  by  which  to  return ;  first, 
to  your  army;  second,  through  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah;  third, 
to  Gloucester;  fourth,  to  Norfolk.  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
President's  letter,  just  received. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

[Inclosm-e.] 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  34,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Taking  all  our  information  together,  I  think  it  probable  that 
Ewell's  corps  has  started  for  East  Tennessee  by  way  of  Abingdon, 
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marching  last  Monday,  say,  from  Meade's  front  directly  to  the  rail- 
road at  Charlottesville. 

First,  the  object  of  Lee's  recent  movement  against  Meade ;  his 
destruction  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and  subsequent 
withdrawal,  without  more  motive,  not  otherwise  apparent,  would  be 
explained  by  this  hypothesis. 

Secondly,  the  direct  statement  of  Sharpe's  man  that  Ewell  has  gone 
to  Tennessee. 

Thirdly,  the  Irishman's  statement  that  he  has  not  gone  through 
Richmond,  and  his  further  statement  of  an  appeal  made  to  the  peo- 
ple at  Richmond  to  go  and  protect  their  salt,  which  could  only  refer 
to  the  works  near  Abingdon. 

Fourthly,  Graham's  statement  from  Martinsburg  that  Imboden  is 
in  retreat  for  Harrisonburg.  This  last  matches  with  the  idea  that 
Lee  has  retained  his  cavalry,  sending .  Imboden  and  perhaps  other 
scraps  to  join  Ewell.    Upon  this  probability  what  is  to  be  dx)ne? 

If  you  have  a  plan  matured,  I  have  nothing  to  say.     If  you  have 

not,  then  I  suggest  that  with  all  possible  expedition,  the  Army  of 

the  Potomac  get  ready  to  attack  Lee,  and  that  in  the  meantime  a 

raid  shall,  at  all  hazards,  break  the  railroad  at  or  near  Lynchburg. 

yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


October  24,  1863—2  p.  m. 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  telegram  of  11  a.  m.  is  received.  The  information  given 
in  Colonel  Sharpe's  dispatch  is  disproved  by  two  deserters  just  in, 
who  report  Ewell's  corps  in  my  immediate  front  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, Arith  one  division  (Anderson's)  on  this  side  at  the  railroad 
crossing. 

My  cavalry  this  morning  drove  in  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  to 
the  railroad  crossing,  where  they  fell  back  on  infantry  supports  that 
advanced  and  compelled  our  cavalry  to  retire.  From  all  the  infor- 
mation I  can  get,  Lee's  army  is  now  between  the  Rappahannock  and 
the  Rapidan,  principally  at  Stevensburg,  Brandy,  and  Jefferson.  It 
would  seem  as  if  he  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  some  indications  that  would  lead  to  the  belief  of  an 
intention  to  advance,  two  pontoon  bridges  being  reported  at  the  rail- 
road crossing,  which  woula  not  be  required  if  the  defensive  was  only 
to  be  assumed. 

Before  receiving  your  dispatch,  I  had  intended  to  repair  the  rail- 
road as  far  as  Warrenton  Junction,  to  establish  my  base  at  War- 
renton  and  Warrenton  Junction,  and  then  to  advance  against  Lee, 
Colonel  McCallum  reporting  he  could  have  the  road  repaired  to 
Warrenton  Junction  by  the  30th  instant.  I  informed  you  when  in 
Washington  that  my  cavalry  was  much  reduced  by  the  recent  active 
operations,  and  particularly  by  the  appearance  within  the  last  few 
days  of  the  hoof  disease,  which  is  now  spreading  rapidly.  I  have 
called  for  reports  as  to  the  present  nunibers  and  condition  of  the 
cavalry. 

The  proposed  raid,  in  my  judgment,  will  be  more  likely  to  suc- 
ceed with  small  than  large  numbers.  Twenty-five  hundred  men,  I 
should  think,  would  be  sufficient. 
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The  withdrawal  of  Imboden  from  the  lower  vallej'-  is  not,  I  appre- 
hend, to  send  him  south,  but  to  hold  the  passes  in  the  upper  valley 
and  resist  such  expeditions  as  we  now  propose,  or  perhaps  to  operate 
on  my  rear,  should  I  advance. 

It,  has  been  raining  very  hard  since  last  evening.  This  will  render 
all  roads,  excepting  the  pike  to  Gainesville,  impassable,  and  will  swell 
all  the  small  streams  and  branches.  I  shall  make  every  preparation 
with  the  utmost  expedition  to  advance,  and  in  the  meantime  select 
a  cavalry  command,  and  arrange  the  details  for  the  raid  ordered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington, 
October  24,  1863—6.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Yours  of  2  p.  m.  is  just  received.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  the 
Presidant  before  to-morrow  to  learn  his  views  on  your  report  of  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith  : 

Report  from  the  cavalry  advance  toward  Bealeton  Station : 
Colonel  Devin's  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  encamped  last  night 
at  Liberty,  pushing  one  regiment  as  far  as  Bealeton  Station.  This 
morning  Colonel  Devin  sent  two  regiments  to  drive  the  enemy's 
pickets  toward  or  across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  in  order 
to  establish  his  line  at  that  point.  Colonel  Devin's  men  succeeded 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  woods  a  mile  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
and  close  on  to  the  works  over  the  burned  bridge,  where  the  enemy 
had  their  infantry  in  line,  and  from  whence  they  immediately 
pushed  forward  about  3,000  men  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  the  infantry 
moving  on  the  north  and  the  cavalry  on  the  south  side.  Colonel 
Devin  fell  back,  being  closely  followed  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  as 
far  as  Liberty,  when  the  enemy  halted,  and  in  a  short  time  fell  back, 
followed  by  our  forces,  toward  Bealeton.  Colonel  Devin  did  not 
engage  the  enemy,  merely  observing  his  movements,  losing  only  1 
man  killed  and  a  few  wounded. 

Colonel  Devin  expects  to  have  his  brigade  advanced  by  sunset 
close  to  Bealeton,  as  the  last  reports  from  his  advance  guard  say  : 

The  enemy  seem  to  be  retiring  to  their  previous  position  in  the  works  at  Rappa- 
hannock Bridge. 

Colonel  Gregg  reports  to  have  learned  from  a  prisoner,  or  deserter, 
that  Ewell's  corps  occupy  the  works  at  the  bridge,  two  divisions 
being  on  this  side.  Both  of  our  cavalry  brigade  commanders  agree 
in  saying  that  there  is  at  least  one  division  of  rebel  infantry  on  this 
side. 

A  locomotive  was  heard  to  approach  the  bridge  last  night  from 
Culpeper. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

MYLES  W.  KEOGH, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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[Indorsement.  ] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  34,  [1883]— 6.30  p.  m. 
This  report  of  Captain  Keogh,  aide-de-camp,  to  General  Buford, 
just  received,  and  is  forwarded  f 6r  tte  information  of  the  major-gen- 
eral commanding. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General. 

[October  24,  1863]— 9.20  a.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  A.  Pleasonton:] 

General  :  At  daybreak  I  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  to  their 
rifle-pits  at  the  station.  They  soon  after  advanced  at  least  a  bri- 
gade of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry.  They  have  not  yet  reached 
Bealeton. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[P.  S.] — We  can  do  nothing  here  without  infantry. 

[Indorsement.] 

October  24,  [18631—11.30  a.  m. 
This  report  was  just  received.-  It  would  be  well  to  place  some 
infantry  at  Bealeton  to  support  the  cavalry. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

October  24,  [1863]— 10.30  a.  m. 
General  Gregg  : 

Colonel  Devin  reports  the  enemy  advancing  in  heavy  force,  push- 
ing forward  strong  infantry  columns.  "   . 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Colonel,  Com/manding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps:  . 

Colonel:  A  staff  officer  from  Colonel  Gregg  reports  Devin's  bri- 
gade falling  back  upon  the  Warrenton  road,  and  that  Colonel  Gregg 
was  in  readiness  to  take  a  new  position.  I  have  sent  a  staff  officer 
down  to  get  more  certain  information.  The  pickets  of  my  first  bri- 
gade extend'  from  Waterloo  to  Fox's  Ford.  This  line  is  still  pre- 
served.    At  Fox's  Ford  the  Second  Brigade  took  up  the  line  and  ex- 
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tended  to  Beverly  Ford.  Below  this  point,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  the  line  was  not  established.  I  have  instructed  Colonel 
Gregg  to  maintain  the  connection  of  his  right  with  Colonel  Taylor, 
and  extend  well  oflf  to  his  left  and  front.  How  much  Colonel  Gregg's 
line  is  changed  by  the  falling  back,  I  have  not  yet  learned.  Upon  the 
return  of  my  staff  officer,  I  will  again  report.  Should  the  enemy  ad- 
vance beyond  Fayetteville,  the  pickets  at  Fox's  Ford  would  be  com- 
pelled to  retire,  and  the  position  at  Sulphur  Springs  be  endangered. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Cav.  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  34,  1863—12  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

• 

General  :  General  Buford  has  a  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Fayette- 
ville. It  would  be  well  to  have  a  brigade  of  infantry  near  that  point 
to  support  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


October  24,  1863—1.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  brigade  to 
Bealeton,  to  support  the  cavalry.  Colonel  Devin  commands  the 
cavalry  in  that  vicinity.  His  headquarters  are  at  Liberty,  and  he 
reports  that,  after  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  this  morning  at 
Rappahannock  Station,  they  advanced  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and  one 
of  infantry  toward  Bealeton. 

Should  you  at  any  time  need  support,  call  upon  General  Newton  at 
Bristoe.     You  must  protect  the  telegraph  at  Warrenton  Junction. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  U,  1863— 1.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
to  Auburn,  and  be  prepared  there  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  or  to 
be  in  position  at  that  place.  You  will  take  with  you  your  ammuni- 
tion and  ambulance  trains,  leaving  your  supply  trains  at  New  Balti- 
more under  guard  of  a  brigade. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  24,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Corps  commanders  will  hold  their  corps  in  readiness  to  move  at 
a  moment's  notice. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Bristoe,   October  24,  1863—4  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Williams  : 

The  head  of  my  column  has  just  arrived  here  (Bristoe),  after  an 
extremely  bad  march.  I  do  not  expect  the  rear  of  it  until  long  after 
dark.    I  started  at  7  a.  m. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 

Colonel  :  It  was  reported  to  me  an  hour  since  that  some  of  Mos- 

by's  or  White's  guerrillas  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Thoroughfare  Gap. 

I  have  directed  General  Davies  to  push  out  the  regiment  at  Hay 

Market  to  that  place.     I  will  also  see  that  it  moves  to  Georgetown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


Martinsburg,  Va., 

October  24,  1863. 
Colonel  Sharps, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
A  deserter  from  the  Fourteenth  Louisiana,  who  left  Lee's  army  on 
the  21st  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  reports  that  it  is  rumored  and  gen- 
erally believed  that  Longstreet's  and   Hill's  corps  were  returning 
from  Bragg,  and  will  join  Lee  at  or  near  Gordonsville. 

MICHAEL  GRAHAM. 


Headquarters  Division, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  October  24,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. ,  Dept.  of  Washington  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  between  2  and  3  o'clock  this  a.  m. 
the  pickets  of  the  regiment  stationed  at  Fairfax  Station  were  fired 
upon  from  the  woods.  The  fire  was  returned  by  our  men,  and  two 
companies  immediately  sent  out,  who  scoured  the  country,  but  no 
trace  of  the  enemy  was  found.  With  the  above  exception,  nothing 
of  any  importance  has  occurred  in  my  command  to-day. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Signal  Station, 

October  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  on  Watery  Mountain  reports  that  he  has  seen 
no  movements  of  the  enemy  this  a.  m.  between  Rappahannock 
Station  and  Bealeton,  but  that  movements  might  have  been  made 
between  the  hours  of  10  and  1  o'clock  without  his  knowledge,  as  he 
could  not  see  at  that  time  on  account  of  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
atmosphere. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Chief  Signal  Officer. 


ClECULAK.]  HEADQUARTBKS  ArMY  OP  THE  PoTOMAC, 

October  25,  1863—12.45  p.  m. 

The   following   dispatch  is  respectfully  communicated  to  corps 
commanders  for  their  information: 

Signal  Station, 
October  25, 1863. 
Major-Greneral  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  on  Watery  Mountain  reports  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy 
on  norih  side  of  railroad  near  Brandy  Station.  Heavy  camp  smokes  opposite 
Kelly's  Ford,  and  extending  from  there  to  Stevensburg.  Camp  smokes  extend 
from  Rappahannock  Station  toward  Bealeton.  Enemy  occupy  the  forts  opposite 
Rappahannock  Station  on  south  side  of  river.  No  camp  smokes  in  immediate 
vicinity  of  Culpeper  Court-House. 

L.  B.  NORTON. 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  25,  1863. 

The  attention  of  corps  commanders  is  directed  to  the  distribution 
and  use  of  the  pioneers  on  the  march.  They  will  be  distributed  to 
the  troops  and  trains  so  as  habitually  to  precede  the  heads  of  columns 
of  trains,  to  repair  the  roads,  prepare  the  crossings  of  streams,  &c. 
When  the  trains  are  separated  a  suitable  distribution  of  the  pioneers 
will  be  made. 

In  the  recent  operations  it  is  understood  that  few  if  any  pioneers 
accompanied  the  supply  and  baggage  trains,  and  various  delays 
occurred  for  the  want  of  slight  repairs  on  the  roads  and  crossings  of 
streams. 

Care  will  be  taken  to  select  faithful  and  energetic  officers  for 
pioneer  duty.  " 

Bv  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
•  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral, 
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October  25,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  movement  of  the  enemy  to  Kelly's 
Ford,  in  connection  with  the  disposition  of  his  force  at_  and  near 
Rappahannock  Station,  may  mean  an  intention  on  his  part  to 
advance  by  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  by  the  route  from  Kelly's 
Ford  through  Bristersburg,  crossing  Cedar  Run  at  Weaverville  and 
about  2  miles  farther  down  near  the  house  marked  "  Foulk  "  on  the 
map.  The  ground  from  Catlett's  house  and  vicinity  to  Weaver- 
ville, and  along  Cedar  Run  to  Foulk's,  and  that  vicinity,  should  he 
carefully  examined  to  ascertain  what  advantages  it  possesses  for 
posting  the  troops  in  such  event  as  that  indicated.  General  Sykes 
is  now  at  Auburn,  and  his  corps  and  others  would,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances indicated,  be  directed  toward  the  general  position  just 
pointed  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Mitchell's, 
[October^  25,  1863—6.15  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton  : 
Rebel  message : 
General  L.  : 

I  have  ordered  Ohambliss'  brigade  to  Germanna.    I  will  be  up  to  see  you. 

FITZ.  LEE. 

WM.  H.  R.  NEEL, 
Lieutenant,  and  Signal  Officer. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  I  inclose  two  reports,  one  from  General  Buford,*  rep- 
resenting the  condition  of  the  cavalry  horses  in  the  First  Division, 
and  one  from  General  Gregg,*  on  the  same  subject,  in  regard  to  the 
Second  Division  of  this  corps.  General  Kilpatrick  has  not  yet  sent 
in  his  report  of  the  Third  Division.  I  have  asked  for  it,  and  shall 
forward  it  as  soon  as  received.  From  a  conversation  with  General 
Kilpatrick  yesterday,  I  am  enabled  to  state  to  you  the  condition  of 
his  command.  He  can  mount  about  2,000  men,  but  his  horses  are 
not  fit  for  hard  service,  and  the  disease  called  "rotten  hoof  "  has  made 
its  appearance  in  that  division  with  great  virulence.  The  Reserve 
Brigade,  under  General  Merritt,  is  about  1, 600  strong.  I  am  informed 
they  have  already  sent  back  several  hundred  horses  to  Washington 
as  unfit  for  service.  That  brigade  only  joined  from  depot  about  a 
week  ago. 

In  case  the  major-general  commanding  "requires  any  very  hard 
service  of  the  cavalry  in  a  short  time,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 

*  See  p.  400, 
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that  selections  of  the  best  mounted  men  from  the  diflPerent  commands 
be  made  for  the  purpose.  In  such  service  as  the  ti'oops  are  called 
upon  to  perform  m  a  raid  or  in  covering  a  retreat,  every  man  who  is 
dismounted  by  his  horse  giving  out  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
and  swells  the  list  of  our  losses.  The  very  best  horses  should,  there- 
fore, be  used  on  this  service. 

Should  a  raid  be  contemplated  at  this  time  in  the  direction  of 
James  River  or  Lynchburg,  a  strong  diversion  in  its  favor  should  be 
made  by  an  attack  of  the  enemy  in  force,  or  a  demonstration  to  his 
opposite  flank,  for  he  is  watching  us  closely ;  his  cavalry  force  at 
this  time  is  considered  as  large — and  by  some  of  the  division  com- 
manders larger — than  ours,  and  no  raid  could  succeed  if  attacked 
and  compelled  to  fight  at  its  outset. 

To  prepare  and  start  a  raiding  party  after  a  general  action  has  com- 
menced, and  when  the  enemy's  attention  is  diverted,  would  be  much 
more  favorable  for  its  success. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

A,  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  25,  1863. 
General  R.  O.  Tyler: 

General  :  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  means  of  transpor- 
tation for  the  Artillery  Reserve,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  are 
on  hand  a  total  of  254  wagons.  I  cannot  understand  whether  the  20 
wagons  mentioned  by  Coloneil  Morford  as  belonging  to  the  ammu- 
nition train,  but  used  by  him  in  the  supply  train,  are  included  in  the 
254.     They  should  have  been  turned  over  to  the  ammunition  train. 

By  reference  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  army,  he  reports  to 
me  the  following  as  the  allowance  of  wagons  for  the  Reserve  Artil- 
lery on  October  1 : 

Seven  six-gun  batteries,  including  siege ; 14 

Ten  four-gun  batteries 10 

Supply  train  for  them,  3  wagons  each 51 

(This  manifestly  excludes  Huntington's 5) 

Headquarters  Artillery  Reserve  and  supplies  for  employes 7 

Four  brigades,  including  hospital 16 

Sixth  New  York  Foot  Artillery,  baggage 6 

Hospital 2 

Supplies 6 

Ammunition 4 

Total  Artillery  Reserve 121 

This  is  exclusive  of  artillery  ammunition  wagons.  Ammunition 
train  required  for  the  guns  in  the  reserve,  viz,  28  light  12-pounders, 
25  rifles,  6  20-pounders,  16  10-pounders,  8  siege  guns  to  complete  the 
prescribed  number  of  rounis. 

For  28  light  12-pounders,  122  rounds  each 31 

For  41  light  rifles,  3-inch  and  10-pounders,  2,050  -^  140  rounds, 15 

20-pounders 13 

Siege  guns 20 

79 
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For  general  reserve  : 
136  light  12-pounders,  34  lO-pounders,  132  3-mch,  292  guns  : 

2,440  rounds  light  12-pounder,  1,440-^  112 22 

2,700  rounds  3-inch  and  680  rounds  10-pounder,  3,380  -;-  140 25 

General  ammunition  train 47 

Artillery  Reserve  ammunition  train 79 

Fuses,  powder,  &c 2 

Total  ammunition  train 128 

Forage  for  six  days 18 

Messing,  &c.,  of  train 6 

152 

Say  150  wagons  for  the  ammunition  train,  wMcb.  I  wisli  made  up 
as  follows : 

1.  Tlie  119  wagons  for  the  general  reserve  of  20  rounds,  and  spare 
fuses  and  powder. 

2.  Seventy-nine  wagons  for  reserve  of  guns  in  Artillery  Reserve. 

Twenty -two,  distribute  for  forage  and  mess  wagons,  so  that  noth- 
ing whatever  shall  be  carried  in  the  ammunition  wagons  but  the 
ammunition.  Every  wagon-master  or  teamster  violating  this  order 
to  be  punished  and  reported  for  discharge.  Artillery  wagons  sent 
with  the  guns  from  the  reserve  to  the  corps  to  be  deducted  from  the 
above  allowance  for  the  Reserve  Artillery,  not  general  trains. 

Wagons. 

Colonel  Morford  reports 254 

Allowance  to  reserve 121 

For  ammunition  train  and  supplies  as  above,  150 271 

Leaving  due  reserve 17 

If  the  20  wagons  spoken  of  by  Colonel  Morford  are  not  included 
in  the  254,  you  have  your  full  supply.  If  they  are,  the  17  can 
be  drawn.  General  Ingalls  states  that  the  addition  of  1  wagon  per 
battery  will  be  extended  to  the  reserve. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  25,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.: 
Has  your  cavalry  ascertained  anything  in  regard  to  the  enemy  in 
the  valley  toward  East  Tennessee  or  the  condition  of  the  railroad? 
It  is  reported  that  Ewell  is  moving  in  that  direction. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oener  air-in-  Chief. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  25,  1863. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Chie^  of  Staff: 

I  have  nothing  reliable  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
along  the  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.  I  had  hoped 
ere  this  to  have  been  able  to  have  sent  an  expedition,  via  Lewisburg, 
in  Greenbrier  County,  through   Union,  in  Monroe  County,  and 
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destroy  tlie  railroad  bridge  across  New  River.  But  as  General 
Ecliols  -was  at  Greenbrier  and  General  Jenkins  at  Union,  each  with 
quite  a  force,  I  deemed  it  not  advisable  to  move  until  I  had  force 
sufficient  to  drive  both  of  them  out.  I  have,  unfortunately,  been 
delayed  in  getting  my  force  in  condition  to  move  for  want  of  horses, 
arms,  &c. 

My  proposed  plan  is  to  send  General  Averell,  now  at  Beverly,  with 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  a  battery,  via  Huntersville,  and  General  Duffi^,  with 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  a  battery 
from  the  mouth  of  Gauley,  on  the  Kanawha,  and  form  a  junction  at 
or  near  Lewisburg.  After  disposing  of  Echols,  for  the  cavalry  to 
proceed  on  through  Union  to  destination,  unless  such  information 
is  acquired  at  Lewisburg  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Union  or 
the  railroad,  as  would  make  the  expedition  too  hazardous. 

Averell  is  about  ready,  and  DufiB.^  will  be  in  a  very  few  days.  The 
expedition  will  move  as  soon  as  possible,  as  proposed,  unless  you 
deem  it  best  to  order  otherwise. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  26,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
Colonel:  The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  the  enemy  advanced 
on  our  pickets  this  morning  and  have  driven  them  up  back  beyond 
Bealeton  Station.     Have  not  yet  ascertained  their  numbers.    They 
have  infantry. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buf  ord  : 

A.  P.  MORROW, 
Lieutenant,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 
I  drove  the  enemy  back  to  near  Bealeton,  where  they  came  upon 
me  too  strong,  with  infantry  and  artillery,  and  I  am  falling  back  to 
Colonel  Smith's  infantry  brigade,  which  is  half  way  between  Beale- 
ton and  Germantown. 
Respectfully, 

^  JNO.  BUFORD, 

Brigadier-Qeneral  of  Volunteers. 


Bristoe, 

October  26,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams: 

Artillery  firing  pretty  frequent  when  I  sent  my  dispatch.  It  has 
now  ceased.  It  lasted  about  an  hour  and  was  very  distinct,  although 
the  wind  is  not  favorable  for  my  hearing.     It  appeared  by  map  and 
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compass  to  have  come  from  the  direction  of  the  railroad,  and  I  thought. 
it  might  be  at  Bealeton  or  Rappahannock  Station.  If  it  is  not  our 
troops,  it  may  have  been  the  enemy  shelling  the  woods  somewhere. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

October  26,  1863. 
General  Feench: 

General  Newton  reports  that  he  heard  firing  at  Bristoe.  Do  you 
hear  anything  of  it  ?  If  so,  in  what  direction  does  it  seem  to  be  ? 
Answer. 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Thied  Coeps, 
October  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Humpheeys: 

I  have  heard  no  firing  at  this  place  and  have  been  around  the 
picket  line.  I  cannot  imagine  where  the  firing  was  heard  by  New- 
ton. Am  I  expected  to  advance  from  this  position  to  Bealeton  or  to 
hold  it  ? 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

[P.  S.] — Brigade  is  at  Bealeton. 


Thied  Coeps, 
October  26,  1863—11.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humpheeys  : 
This  dispatch  just  received  : 

Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Army  Corps : 
The  enemy  is  advancing  on  us  in  some  force.    His  artillery  has  opened  upon  us. 
General  Buford  is  here  in  person,  but  I  think  has  no  force  with  hmi.     We  have 
about  800  cavalry,  one  battery,  and  my  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

B.  F.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquaetees  Thied  Corps, 

October  26,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Williams  : 

Colonel  Smith,  commanding  brigade  at  or  near  Bealeton,  reports 
the  enemy  in  some  force  as  advancing  upon  him.  He  states  there 
are  about  800  cavalry  and  his  brigade  to  meet  them.     In  the  tern- 
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porary  absence  of  General  French,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  report  the 
fact  to  you.  I  have  sent  an  aide  for  him  and  expect  him  momen- 
tarily. 

0.  H.  HART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


October  36,  1863—1.45  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

It  is  reported  from  General  French's  headquarters  that  the  firing 
is  from  the  enemy,  who  are  advancing  in  some  force  toward  Beale- 
ton.  Whether  it  is  merely  a  reconnaissance  or  with  some  other  ob- 
ject, such  as  collecting  railroad  iron,  or  an  advance,  is  not  yet  devel- 
oped. Hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  support  General  French  if  he 
should  need  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  26,  1863—2.10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

You  are  not  expected  to  advance,  but  to  maintain  your  position. 
The  force  at  Bealeton  should  fall  back  upon  you  if  forced  to  retire. 
Please  note  the  hour  of  sending  your  dispatches. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

October  36,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Your  dispatch  just  received.  My  line  of  battle  is  taken  on  the 
range  of  heights  facing  south,  the  right  near  Stevens'  house,  round 
•Catlett's  residence  to  Foulk's.  At  this  last  place.  Cedar  Run  is 
commanded  at  Weaverton,  and  here  the  railroad  crosses.  The  com- 
mand is  on  the  south  side.  I  have  sent  a  staff  officer  to  the  brigade 
at  Bealeton,  who  has  not  yet  returned. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


,  Bristoe, 

October  36,  1863. 
General  Williams: 

Firing  has  recommenced.  It  may  be  in  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford, 
which  does  not  differ  much  in  direction  from  the  line  of  the  railroad 
from  this  point. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-General. 
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Headqttartebs,  October  26,  1863. 
Colonel  Hart,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  firing  was  heard  at  Bristoe  by  General  Newton  and  seen  from 
Watery  Mountain  by  the  signal  officer,  who  reported  it  to  be  near 
Bealeton.  General  Newton  now  reports  that  it  has  recommenced, 
perhaps  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  26,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Comdg.  Reserve  Brigade,  Manassas  Junction: 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  brigade 
at  once  up  the  railroad  toward  Bealeton  Station,  to  connect  with 
Buford's  left  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  keeping  him 
constantly  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  from  the  extreme 
left.  Do  not  withdraw  your  guards  from  the  bridge  at  Bristoe,  unless 
it  is  relieved  by  infantry,  in  which  case  do  it.  General  Buford's 
headquarters  are  at  Germantown.  Please  communicate  with  him. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 
Respectfully, 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

October  26,  1863--4.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Liberty.  General  Buford 
has  fallen  back  to  Germantown.  The  enemy  in  their  advance  paid 
no  attention  to  my  vedettes.  About  3  p.  m.  they  advanced  on  the 
Fayetteville  road  a  short  distance,  and  then  moved  off  to  my  right, 
on  the  Fox's  Ford  road.  I  feel  alarmed  for  my  vedettes.  The  enemy 
drove  my  picket  from  Beverly  Ford.  I  have  withdrawn  my  picket 
reserve  to  Fayetteville,  and  will  send  out  vedettes  as  far  as  Liberty 
and  to  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  from  Fayetteville  to  Fox's 
Ford  road.  I  have  sent  word  to  the  picket  at  Freeman's  Ford  to 
protect  itself,  and  retire,  if  necessary,  on  Sulphur  Springs.  I  will 
soon  be  without  a  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Signal  Station,  October  26,  186.S. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  on  Watery  Mountain  reports  that  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy  is  now  moving  from  Rappahannock  Station  toward 
Bealeton. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Watery  Signal  Station, 
October  26,  1863—5.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officer  on  Watery  Mountain  reports  that  the  force  that 
moved  from  Rappahannock  toward  Bealeton  took  forty  minutes  to 
pass  a  given  point.  One  regiment  of  cavalry,  or  mounted  infantry, 
passed  toward  Bealeton.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  passed  forts  on 
south  side  of  river,  following  cavalry,  but  halted  at  Rappahannock 
Station. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  26,  1863—5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps: 

A  report  from  General  Buford  states  that  a  regiment  of  Devin's 
brigade,  on  picket  toward  Morrisville,  reported  a  column  of  infantry 
advancing  from  Kelly's  Ford,  but  that  he  has  heard  nothing  fur- 
ther from  him  since  11  a.  m.  He  was  directed  to  retire  by  Elk  Run, 
if  forced  to  retire.  The  signal  of&cer  on  Watery  Mountain  reports, 
at  4.30  p.  m.,  a  large  force  was  moving  from  Rappahannock  Station 
toward  Bealeton  which  occupied  forty  minutes  to  pass  a  given  point. 
Other  troops  were  moving  in  the  vicinity  of  Rappahannock  Station. 
You  had  better  get  your  trains  to  the  rear.  Let  them  keep  on  the 
north  or  west  side  of  railroad,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  Newton, 
who  will  probably  be  brought  up  to-night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October   26,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith: 

This  is  the  fourth  dispatch  that  I  have  sent  to-day.  The  rebels 
drove  in  my  picket  line  early  this  morning  to  Bealeton.  After  get- 
ting enough  men  together,  I  drove  them  back  to  Bealeton,  where  I 
met  the  "  Stonewall"  Brigade  of  Johnson's  division,  which  would 
not  let  me  advance. 

A  regiment  of  Devin's  was  on  picket  toward  Morrisville,  and 
reports  a  column  of  infantry  coming  from  Kelly's.  They  will  retire 
by  Elk  Run,  if  forced  in.  No  information  has  been  received  from 
the  regiment  since  11  a.  m. 

I  now  hold  the  flanks  of  Colonel  Smith's  brigade  of  infantry.  The 
enemy  does  not  seem  to  press  now.  The  next  position  I  intend  to 
hold  is  where  the  stage  road  crosses  the  railroad,  a  little  south  of 
where  general  headquarters  were  before  we  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock. 

BUFORD. 


October  26,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officers  Sixth,  Fifth,  and  Second  Corps  ■: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  a  report  from  General  Buford, 
dated  3  p.  m.,  states  that  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Devin's  brigade,  on 
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picket  on  the  road  from  Bealeton  to  Morrisville,  reported  to  him  at 
11  a.  m.  that  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  advancing  from 
Kelly's  Ford.  General  Buford  had  heard  nothing  further  from  the 
regiment,  which  was  directed  to  fall  back  to  Elk  Run,  if  forced  to 
retire.  General  Buford  was  forced  back  to  near  Germantown.  The 
signal  officer  on  Watery  Mountain  reported,  at  5  or  5.30  p.  m.,  that 
a  column  of  infantry  was  moving  from  Ra,ppahannock  Station 
toward  Bealeton  which  took  forty  minutes  to  pass  a  given  point. 
Other  troops  were  moving  about  Rappahannock  Station. 

Corps  commanders  will  be  on  the  alert,  prepared  to  meet  the  move- 
ment of  the  enemy.  The  trains  will  be  held  ready  to  go  to  the  rear, 
and  upon  an  engagement  being  imminent,  will  be  sent  to  Gaines- 
ville, where  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  is  stationed.  Ammu- 
nition and  ambulance  trains,  hospital  wagons,  and  intrenching  tools 
will  accompany  the  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ociober  26,  1863. 
Colonel  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  General 
Sykes  is  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  support  General 
French.     In  the  event  of  requiring  support,  General  French  will  call 
upon  General  Sykes. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  26,  [1863.] 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith  : 

My  division  and  the  brigade  of  Third  Corps  are  in  statu  quo.  The 
rebels  occupy  Bealeton,  and  are  cooking  with  big  camp  fires.  I 
cannot  drive  them  away.  I  have  pickets  and  scouts  beyond  Elk 
Run,  who  see  no  enemy.  I  know  of  no  way  to  find  out  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  this  side  of  the  river  with  my  present  means.  I 
will  occupy  the  road  that  crosses  the  railroad  south  of  JLiicking  Run 
to-night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD. 


October  26,  1863—9.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  last  reports  indicate  that  there  will 
be  no  necessity  for  your  moving  to  the  front  to-night.  Be  prepared 
to  move  forward  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning.  The  cavalry 
at  Manassas  Junction  is  ordered  up.  Please  send  a  regiment  to  take 
the  place  of  the  cavalry  in  guarding  that  depot. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Warrenton,  October  36,  1863. 
General  W.  F.  Barry", 

Inspector  of  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army: 
General  :  There  is  much  complaint  of  the  inefficiency,  at  close 
quarters,  of  the  canister  for  the  light  13-pounder  gun,  owing  to  the 
small  number  of  balls  it  contains.  This  effect  was  made  apparent 
at  Gettysburg,  and  is  complained  of  frequently  now  that  the  batter- 
ies of  these  guns  in  the  horse  artillery  often  come  in  close  contact 
with  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry.  The  present  canister  shot 
is  so  large  as  to  be  effective  at  long  ranges,  so  long  that  it  would  be 
better  to  use  shrapnel. 

I  respectfully  request  that  canister  with  a  smaller  ball,  say  of  2  to 
3  ounces — or  if  of  smaller  diameter  than  that  of  a  2-ounce  iron  ball, 
then  one  of  lead — may  be  furnished  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable, 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  furnish  at  least  the  horse  artillery  with 
one-half  their  canister  of  the  new  pattern.  These  canisters  would 
carry  from  60  to  80  shots,  and  would  probably  be  much  more  effect- 
ive within  200  yards  than  the  present  7-ounce  ball  of  28  to  the 
canister. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  26,  1863—2  p.  m. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  leave  this  afternoon  for  the  Big  Kanawha,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  condition  of  General  Scammon's  division,  and  to  get  his 
portion  of  the  proposed  expedition  in  readiness.  I  herewith  send 
you  a  telegram,  just  received  from  General  Scammon.  I  think  a 
large  portion  of  the  force  reported  in  Greenbrier  and  Monroe  has 
been  ordered  to  General  Samuel  Jones. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 

[Telegram.] 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.: 
Colonel  White,  at  Fayetteville,  reports  that  Lieutenant  Blazer's 
scouting  party  captured  3  of  enemy's  pickets  on  Meadow  Creek,  at- 
tacked pickets  on  Blue  Sulphur,  and  burned  two  large  houses  used 
as  quarters  and  stables.  Reports  Sixteenth  [Virginia  Cavalry]  li 
miles  from  Blue  Sulphur,  one  mounted  regiment  at  White  Sulphur, 
two  at  Warm  Springs,  two  at  Salt  Sulphur,  three  at  the  Narrows, 
one  at  Centreville;  Twenty-second  Regiment  1-^  miles  from  Lewis- 
burg,  on  old  pike;  Derrick's  [Battalion],  at  Jarrett's,  on  Muddy 
Creek,  6  miles  from  Blue  Sulphur;  Edgar's  [Battalion],  5  miles 
from  Lewisburg,  on  Anderson's  Ferry  road;  enemy's  scouts  on  Lit- 
tle Sewall. 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Washington,  D.  C, 

October  27,  1863—2  p.  m. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Please  report  condition  of  affairs  in  your  army  and  front. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


October  27,  1863 — 8  p.  m., 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
from  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock,  driving  in  our  cav- 
alry pickets  and  forcing  back  Buford's  cavalry  till  they  reached  their 
infantry  support  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bealeton.  A  column  was 
reported  as  crossing  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  there  were  other  indica- 
tions of  an  advance.  This  morning,  however,  the  enemy  retired  to 
the  river  and  his  former  position,  which  appears  to  be  between  the 
railroad  crossing  and  Kelly's  Ford,  with  a  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river  at  the  crossing. 

Last  night  a  supply  train  coming  from  the  depot  at  Gainesville 
was  attacked  between  New  Baltimore  and  Warrenton  and  some  one 
hundred  animals  taken  from  it.  The  train  had  an  escort,  which  was 
in  front  and  rear,  but  was  unable  to  reach  the  center  of  the  train 
before  the  guerrillas  had  made  off  with  the  animals.  The  wagons 
were  left  untouched. 

The  railroad  will  be  repaired  to  Catlett's  Station,  within  1^  miles 
of  Warrenton  Junction,  by  to-morrow  night. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  27,  [1863]— 12  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith: 

The  firing  this  morning  I  cannot  understand,  unless  it  is  a  recon- 
naissance I  sent  to  Kelly's.  I  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  hear.  I 
am  pushing  the  enemy  from  the  country  between  Bealeton  and  the 
river.  Nothing  but  cavalry  have  been  seen  this  morning,  and  no 
force.  Ewell  and  Johnson  were  over  here  at  Bealeton  yesterday, 
with  two  brigades  (Steuart's  and  Walker's)  that  I  know  of.  I  believe 
they  came  after  railroad  iron,  as  portions  of  it  below  Bealeton  have 
been  removed. 

Where  shall  I  make  my  picket  line  if  the  rebels  are  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river?  Please  give  my  division  trains  [instructions]  what 
to  do. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

[P.  S.]— Prisoners  say  Ewell's  corps  is  at  Brandy.  The  command 
that  came  across  yesterday  left  their  camp  pitched. 


Chajp.  XLI.]  COKEESPONDEJfCE,  ETC. — tJNlON.  393 

Headquarters  First  Division, 
Bealeton,  October  27,  1863—12.40  p.  m. 
[Lieut.  Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps:] 
Colonel  :  General  Merritt  I  have  just  seen.  He  connected  with 
General  Buf  ord  this  morning  at  4  o'clock.  General  Buf  ord  is  at  this 
place,  and  has  sent  a  reconnaissance  toward  the  river.  I  will  remain 
here  until  it  returns.  The  firing  this  morning  is  not  yet  known,  but 
I  shall  hear  from  it  before  I  go  back,  as  General  Buf  ord  has  sent  out 
to  ascertain.  The  general  sends  these  two  picket  reports. 
Yours,  &c., 

HUTCHINS. 


Headquarters, 
Bealeton,  October  27,  1863—2  p.  m. 
[Lieut.  Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps:] 
Colonel  :  The  reconnaissance  which  General  Buford  sent  out 
toward  the  river  has  just  returned.  The  enemy  have  retreated  to 
the  river.  A  portion  is  on  this  side.  Their  left  in  the  rear  of  Mr. 
Smith's  house  and  their  right  by  the  station.  They  have  taken  up 
every  rail  between  Bealeton  and  the  station  and  carried  them  off. 
General  Buford  has  now  advanced  his  line  of  pickets  up  to  within 
sight  of  theirs,  and  will  keep  you  advised  of  their  movements. 

B.  T.  HUTCHINS, 
Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp, 

[Indorsement.] 

October  27, 1863—4  p.  m. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

Lieutenant  Hutchins,  my  aide,  has  just  returned  from  General 
Buford,  and  makes  this  report. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  27,  1863. 
General  French  : 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  to 
his  former  position  at  beyond  Eappahannock  Station  and  to  Kelly's 
Ford.  No  immediate  necessity  exis  jS  for  sending  trains  to  the  rear, 
and  the  construction  parties  at  work  upon  the  railroad  should  have 
the  use  of  the  wagons  heretofore  furnished  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  of  Defenses, 

Washington,  October  27,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.'  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Army: 
Colonel  :  The  works  which  constitute  the  defenses  of  Washington 
have  been  separately  (and  sometimes  hastily)  armed  with  such  ord- 


394  OPERATIONS  IK  M".  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLI. 

nance  as  might  be  available  at  the  moment.  Thinking  it  probable 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  works  would  be  promoted  and  economy 
consulted  by  a  revision,  I  would  suggest  that  a  Board  of  Officers  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

I  would  suggest  the  names  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  De  Russy,  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  A.  Haskin,  Col.  A.  A.  Gibson,  Col.  L.  O.  Morris,  Col.  A.  Piper, 
Col.  T.  R.  Tannatt,  Col.  H.  L.  Abbot,  and  Col.  J.  C.  Tidball. 

Their  instructions  should  be  to  report — 

1.  Whether  and  how  the  armament  can  be  simplified  by  an  inter- 
change of  calibers,  having  in  view  the  least  number  of  calibers  at 
each  work. 

2.  Whether  any  of  the  works  require  additions  to  their  permanent 
armament,  and  what. 

3.  Whether  any  reduction  of  permanent  armament  may  be  made 
without  detriment  to  efficiency  in  any  of  the  works,  having  in  view 
the  relations  of  each  to  all  the  others  constituting  the  system. 

4.  Whether  the  number  of  guns  on  barbette  carriages  may  or 
should  be  further  reduced. 

5.  Any  other  recommendations  the  Board  think  proper  to  make. 
The  Chiefs  of  Artillery  and  Engineers  should  be  directed  to  furnish 

all  information  needed  to  the  Board,  and  their  report  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  comment  or  approval. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Brigadier- General,  &c. 

Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  480.  J  Washington,   October  27,  1863. 

4c  %  4c  !|c  4:  4c  !|i 

15.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Anderson,  U. 
S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved  fi-om  the  command  of  Fort  Adams,  R.  I., 
and  will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  Major-General  Dix,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  commanding  Department  of  the  East,  at  New  York  City. 

19.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Hays,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  as  a  member  of  the  general  court-martial  convened  by 
Special  Orders,  No.  350,  August  6,  1863,  from  this  office,  and  will  at 
once  proceed  to  New  York  City,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  assist- 
ant to  the  provost-marshal-general,  superintendent  of  volunteer  re- 
cruiting service,  and  chief  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  for  the 
first  ten  districts  of  New  York  (including  New  York  City). 

*  *  *  4c  «  4:  4c 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  53.  [  Baltimore,  Md.,  October  27,  1863. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  many  evil-disposed  persons,  now  at  large 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have  been  engaged  in  rebellion  against 
the  lawful  Government,  or  have  given  aid  and  comfort  or  encourage- 
ment to  others  so  engaged,  or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  and  who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  indul- 
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gence  of  the  authority  which  tolerates  their  presence  to  embarrass 
the  approaching  election,  or,  through  it,  to  foist  enemies  of  the  United 
States  into  power.     It  is  therefore  ordered : 

I.  That  all  provost-marshals  and  other  military  officers  do  arrest 
all  such  persons  found  at  or  hanging  about,  or  approaching  any  poll 
or  place  of  election  on  the  4th  of  November,  1863,  and  report  such 
arrest  to  these  headquarters.  * 

II.  That  all  provost-marshals  and  other  military  officers  command- 
ing in  Maryland  shall  support  the  judges  of  election  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1863,  in  requiring  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  as  the  test  of  citizenship,  of  any  one  whose  vote  may  be  chal- 
lenged on  the  ground  that  he  is  not  loyal  or  does  not  admit  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States,  which  oath  shall  be  in  the  following  form- 
and  terms : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign; 
that  I  hereby  pledge  my  allegiance,  faith,  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance, 
resolution,  or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  State  Legislature  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding ;  that  I  will  at  all  times  yield  a  hearty  and  willing  obedience  to  the 
said  Constitution  and  Government,  and  will  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  do  any 
act  in  hostiUty  to  the  same,  either  by  taking  up  arms  against  them  or  aiding,  abetting, 
or  countenancing  those  in  arms  against  them;  that,  vsrithout  permission  from  the 
lawful  authority,  I  will  have  no  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  with  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  or  with  either  of  them,  or  with  any  per- 
son or  persons  within  said  insurrectionary  States;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  deport 
myself  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  I  do  in  good  faith, 
with  full  determination,  pledge,  and  purpose  to  keep  this  my  sworn  obligation,  and 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever. 

III.  Provost-marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  directed  to 
report  to  these  headquarters  any  judge  of  an  election  who  shall 
refuse  his  aid  in  carrying  out  this  order,  or  who,  on  challenge  of  a 
vote  being  made  on  the  ground  of  disloyalty  or  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, shall  refuse  to  require  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  such 
voter. 

By  order  of  Maior-General  Schenck: 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


October  28,  1863—7  p.  m. 

(Received  7.40  p.  m.) 
■Major-General  Halleck  : 

No  change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy  or  of  this  army.  Scouts 
from  Fredericksburg,  with  information  from  Gordonsville,  report 
no  detachment  has  been  made  from  Lee's  army  since  withdrawing 
to  the  Rappahannock. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  First  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Germantown,  October  28,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  command  is  in  camp  on  each  side  of  the  railroad  along  the 
road  running  from  Warrenton  to  Falmouth.     My  left  is  near  Kelly's 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  55,  November  2. 
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Ford.  My  right  connects  with  Colonel  Gregg,  near  Beverly.  The 
enemy  still  hold  Rappahannock  Station  with  foot  troops.  Their 
line  runs  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  between  the 
river  and  Smith's  house. 

The  object  of  the  troops  coming  over  on  the  26th  was  to  take  off 
the  railroad  iron.  All  of  it  from  Bealeton  to  the  river  was  taken 
across  in  wagons.  Very  large  camp  fires  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
side  last  night,  extending  from  about  Stevensburg,  Brandy,  and  up 
Hazel  Run,  in  front  of  Beverly. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD,     ■ 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  28,  [1863]— 1.25  p.  m. 
[General  Pleasonton:] 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Buford,  which  was  just  received.  ^ 
Where  had  General  Buford  better  draw  his  supplies  now  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington, 

October  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  : 
General  :  I  have  received  the  reports  on  the  capture  of  Charles- 
town,  Va. ,  forwarded  by  you  on  the  25th.  They  do  not  solve  the 
question  by  whose  fault  this  place  was  surprised  and  captured. 
Either  the  place  was  not  a  proper  one  for  so  large  an  outpost,  or  the 
troops  were  not  properly  placed  for  defense,  or  they  permitted  them- 
selves to  be  surprised,  or  they  did  not  make  proper  resistance.  Some 
one  has  been  at  fault  in  this  disgraceful  surrender,  and  the  oflScer  or 
officers  through  whose  incompetency  or  neglect  of  duty  this  occurred 
should  be  reported  for  prompt  dismissal.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  cqm- 
mandiag  general  of  the  department  to  investigate  this  afEair,  and 
to  report  the  guilty  or  negligent  parties  for  prompt  punishment. 
Unless  you  adopt  such  measures,  you  cannot  expect  to  maintain 
the  efficiency  of  your  command,  and  other  disgraceful  surrenders 
will  follow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Washington, 

October  28,  1863. 
Maj.  H.  S.  Turner, 

Philadelphia  : 
My  Dear  Major  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  in- 
closing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  your  brother,  dated  July  17.     They 
wiU  be  sent  to  General  Meade  for  such  remedy  as  he  may  be  able  to 
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apply.  Such  acts  as  are  complained  of  are  deeply  regretted,  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  them.  Nevertheless  such  things 
always  have  and  probably  always  will  occur  in  a  border  war. 

Most  of- these  difiBculties  are  caused  by  the  conduct  of  the  pretended 
non-combatant  inhabitants  of  the  country.  They  pretend  to  act  the 
part  of  neutrals,  but  do  not.  They  give  aid,  shelter,  and  conceal- 
ment to  guerrilla  and  robber  bands  like  that  of  Mosby,  who  are  con- 
tinually destroying  our  roads,  burning  our  bridges,  and  capturing 
wagon  trains.  If  these  men  carried  on  a  legitimate  warfare  no  com- 
plaint would  be  made.  On  the  contrary,  they  fight  in  citizens'  dress 
and  are  aided  in  all  their  rascalities  by  the  people  of  the  country. 
As  soon  as  they  are  likely  to  be  caught,  they  go  home,  put  out  their 
horses,  hide  their  arms,  and  pretend  to  be  quiet  and  non-combatant 
farmers.  This  thing  has  often  been  repeated  by  your  brother's 
neighbors  and,  it  is  alleged,  by  members  of  his  family.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  our  people  get  exasperated  at  such  men  and  shoot 
them  down  when  they  can.  Moreover,  men  who  act  in  this  manner 
in  disguise,  and  within  our  lines,  have,  under  the  laws  of  civilized 
war,  forfeited  their  lives. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


General  Orders,  [  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No'.  350.  )  Washington,  October  28,  1863. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Maj. 
Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  and  of  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  on  being  relieved  by 
General  Butler,  will  report  in  person  for  orders  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


October  29,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps : 

The  mi'ajor-general  commanding  directs  that  to-morrow  you  take 
position  in  front  of  Warrenton  Junction,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
railroad  on  the  heights  of  Licking  Run,  your  right  resting  on  or  near 
the  railroad.  The  teams  of  the  corps  now  with  the  construction 
party  can  be  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  this  movement.  Have  a 
brigade  at  Catlett's  Station  to  guard  the  depot  and  bridge  over 
Cedar  Run,  and  the  railroad  to  the  junction. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  29,  1863. 
Major-General  French: 

General  headquarters  will  move  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Colonel  Murray's,  near  Three-Mile  Station,  Warrenton  Branch 
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Railroad ;  the  Fifth  Corps  will  move  to  front  of  Three-Mile  Station, 
and  the  Third  Corps  to  f  ro.nt  of  Warrenton  Junction,  on  Licking  Run. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oenercd. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  483.  f  Washington,  October  29,  1863. 

*  ****** 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ledlie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va. ,  and  report  in  person  to  Major- 
General  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  for  duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


October  30,  1863—8  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

No  change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy  or  this  army.  Recon- 
noitering  party  this  p.  m.  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  at  the  railroad 
crossing,  capturing  a  captain  and  1  private  of  Ewell's  corps.  The 
enemy  appear  to  have  withdrawn  the  greater  portion  of  me  force 
they  had  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  keeping,  however,  a  strong 
picket  of  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  pickets  on  the  right  flank  at 
Waterloo  report  hearing  drums  about  Amissville.  The  railroad  is 
reported-  completed  this  evening  to  Warrenton  Junction.  I  shall 
transfer  immediately  my  main  depots  to  this  point  and  Warrenton. 
The  army  is  now  massed  from  Warrenton  to  Warrenton  Junction, 
with  one  corps  at  Bristoe,  the  cavalry  with  some  infantry  picketing 
the  river  from  Kelly's  Ford  to  Waterloo. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Office  of  Cavalry  Bureau' 
Washington,  D.   C,   October  30,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

^  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  papers  this 
day  referred  to  me  by  the  General-in-Chief,  with  the  following 
remarks : 

The  issues  of  cavalry  horses  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  during' 
the  past  six  months,  have  been  as  follows: 

During  the  month  of — 

May 5, 073 

'June 6, 937 

July '  4, 716 

August 5, 499 

September 5, 827 

October # 7, 036 

Total    35,078 
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Add  to  this  the  number  captured  from  the  enemy  and  taken  from 
citizens. 

There  are  now  on  hand  about  17,000  cavalry  horses,  which  have 
been  turned  in  and  picked  up,  making  about  18,078  horses  which 
have  been  killed  in  action,  been  captured,  or  have  died,  or  been  sold 
at  auction. 

To  the  17,000  unserviceable  horses  must  be  added  the  number 
unserviceable  now  on  hand  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  it  is 
impossible  to  get  at. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  from  Culpeper  Court-House,  all  the  stables  were  fuU  of 
horses,  serviceable  and  unserviceable. 

Of  the  number  then  on  hand,  800  have  been  issued  to  the  Third 
Maryland  Regiment ;  500  to  the  Twentieth  New  York ;  550  to  General 
Foster ;  560  to  General  Kelley ;  100  to  Colonel  Lowell,  and  4,804  to 
the  Ariny  of  the  Potomac,  besides  several  smaller  issues,  leaving  on 
hand  about  2,000  fit  for  issue.  There  are  also  on  the  way  here  about 
1,000  more. 

The  whole  nimiber  issued  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  diu-ing 
October  is  7,036. 

It  would  seem  from  the  inclosed  papers  that  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Cavalry  Corps  complained  of  is  due  to  these  causes: 

1.  Disease  of  the  foot  and  tongue,  both  of  which  yield  readily  to 
the  remedies  used  in  the  hospital  at  the  Cavalry  Depot.  Great  care 
has  been  taken  in  sending  forward  horses  to  the  army,  not  to  allow 
any  horse  to  leave  the  depot  afflicted  with  either  of  these  diseases,  as 
each  horse  is  inspected  when  he  leaves  the  stables  and  before  he  is 
sent  off. 

2.  The  severe  duties  which  the  horses  have  to  perform.  The  rem- 
edy for  this  is  within  the  control  of  the  commanding  general  of  the 
army  with  which  the  cavalry  is  serving. 

3.  The  great  want  of  forage,  without  which  horses  cannot  be 
expected  to  last  long,  or  be  able  to  perform  much  service  of  any 
kind.  The  remedy  for  this  is  either  to  furnish  more  forage,  or  to 
keep  the  cavalry  force  where  it  can  procure  forage  if  it  is  [not]  fur- 
nished. 

As  to  the  complaint  made  by  General  Kilpatrick,  in  regard  to  the 
demoralization  of  men  and  officers  by  sending  them  into  Washing- 
ton, and  the  idea  that  they  "neglect  their  horses  and  lose  their 
equipments,  knowing  in  either  case  that  they  will  be  sent  in  to 
refit,"  1  agree  with  him,  though  General  Ingalls  and  some  other 
officers  think  such  is  not  the  case. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  *  upon  the  subject  to  General 
Ingalls,  suggesting  that  the  horses  be  sent  by  rail,  or  that  a  party 
be  organized  of  experienced  men  to  take  them  to  the  army. 

There  are  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  regiments  of  cavalry 
in  the  service,  and  thirty-six  of  them  are  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

At  the  rate  horses  are  used  up  in  that  army  it  would  require 
435,000  per  year  to  keep  the  cavalry  in  the  army  up,  and  then, 
according  to  the  inclosed  papers,  it  would  be  inefficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

*  See  p.  402. 
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--   [Inclosure  No.  l.J 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  26,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  the  information  of 
the  General-in-Chief  reports  from  the  three  division  commanders 
of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  invite  attention,  as 
showing  the  worn  and  reduced  condition  of  the  cavalry  of  this 
army  at  the  present  time. 

I  concur  with  the  commander  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  in  the  opinion 
that  the  practice  of  sending  the  dismounted  men  to  the  camp  at 
Washington  to  be  refitted  has  a  most  injurious  and  demoralizing 
effect  upon  the  service,  and  I  earnestly  request  that  it  be  discon- 
tinued, and  that  the  horses,  arms,  and  equipments  that  may  from 
time  to  time  be  required  for  the  dismounted  men  of  this  army  be 
sent  out  as  they  are  needed. 

It  is  believed  that  in  many  instances  the  men  neglect  their  horses 
and  lose  their  arms  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  the  Dismounted 
Camp. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith: 

In  obedience  to  instructions  just  received,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  I  have  equipped  and  available  for  duty  2,000  men  and 
horses.  One-half  of  these,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  fit  for  arduous 
duty,  being  poor  in  flesh  and  leg- weary.  It  is  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  diseased  horses,  for  the  disease  is  on  the  increase 
daily,  and  to  feed  them  here  with  grain  alone  is  impossible  with 
my  present  means  of  transportation. 

The  Third  Brigade,  which  crossed  at  Germanna  Mills  with  1,488 
men  to-day,  can  only  turn  out  850  men  mounted.  The  First  Brigade 
is  better  off ;  can  show  1,200  men  and  fair  horses. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  -Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,   Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  con- 
cerning the  horses  of  this  division  since  leaving  the  Rapidan  on  the 
18th  of  September  : 

Horses. 

Reported  serviceable 3  144 

Reported  unserviceable  (with  hoof  and  other  diseases) '  458 

Lost  in  action  and  abandoned  since  leaving  Rapidan '      950 

Condemned  and  turned  ia,  at  Fairfax  Court-House  apd  G&ipesville, .,,..[  |  i '  J  433 
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Brigade  commanders  report  the  horses  now  in  service  in  their  bri- 
pdes  in  very  poor  condition,  the  result  of  almost  constant  use  and 
insumciency  of  forage.  No  hay  has  been  received  in  this  division 
for  more  than  two  weeks,  and  for  several  days  since  leaving  the 
Kapidan  but  a  fractional  portion  of  the  allowance  of  that  forage 
could  be  procured. 

If  required  to  accomplish  a  march  of  150  miles  in  five  days,  20  per 
cent,  of  the  horses  now  in  use  in  the  division  would  be  totally  unfit 
for  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  3.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  25,  1863. 
Capt.   C.   C.    SUYDAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Corps: 

In  reply  to  communication  dated  headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
October  24,  asking  for  a  report  of  the  strength  and  condition  of 
my  command,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  2,100  men  for 
duty. 

My  men  are  well  armed,  but  the  horses,  many  of  them,  not  in  good 
condition.  Within  the  last  three  days  I  have  been  obliged  to  send 
'  into  the  Dismounted  Camp  265  men  and  horses.  The  men  had  their 
arms  and  equipments  and  were  in  every  way  ready  for  duty,  but 
their  horses,  having  been  affected  with  the  hoof  disease  and  swelled 
tongue,  were  totally  unserviceable.  This  disease  made  its  appear- 
ance for  the  first  time  in  my  command  on  the  morning  of  the  20th, 
and  I  have  now  over  200  horses  rendered  unserviceable  from  its 
effects. 

The  division  numbered  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last  3,500  men  for 
duty.  Since  that  time  no  opportunity  has  been  offered  to  reorganize 
or  refit.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the  division  effective 
and  correct  irregularities,  abuses,  and  to  teach  officers  and  men  their 
duty,  of  which  many  of  them  are  totally  ignorant.  I  do  not  say 
even  now  that  my  division,  as  a  division,  is  unfit  for  duty,  but  we 
do  need  rest  and  a  short  time  for  reorganization.  Since  the  battle 
of  James  City  the  division  has  lost  about  400  men  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

Many  accounted  for  as  missing  are  known  to  be  stragglers,  and 
are  now  at  the  Dismounted  Camp.  The  men  of  my  command 
have  learned  to  appreciate  the  easy  life  offered  them  at  the  Dis- 
mounted Camp,  and  take  every  opportunity  to  get  -(here.  They 
neglect  their  horses,  lose  their  equipments,  knowing  in  either  case 
that  they  will  be  sent  in  to  refit.  These  and  various  other  causes 
have  reduced  my  command  to  its  present  standard,  but  we  are  ready 
now  as  we  ever  have  been  for  any  duty  we  may  be  called  upon  to 
perform. 

Very  respectfully, 

.    J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commariding  Third  Division, 

36  R  R— YO;^  XXIX,  PT  n 
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.{Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  26,  1863. 

EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  Major-General  Humplireys,  for  the 
information  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

I  would  earnestly  request  that  hereafter  all  the  dismounted  men 
may  be  retained  in  their  commands  and  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  the 
Dismounted  Camp  at  Washington,  but  that  the  dismounted  men  be 
remounted  in  the  field. 

The  sending  of  dismounted  men  to  the  Dismounted  Camp  at 
Washington  has  a  very  demoralizing  influence  over  the  men,  and 
also  destroys  the  discipline  of  the  men. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

•    Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

•  Office  of  Cavalry  Bureau, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  29,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  Ingalls, 

Chief  Q.  M.,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Cavalry  Bureau: 

General  :  I  have  tried  sending  out  horses  in  charge  of  such  dis- 
posable men  as  I  had  in  depot,  and  the  plan  of  sending  men  back 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  the  horses  has  been  tried,  and 
there  have  been  found  objections  to  both  methods.  Cannot  the  horses 
be  forwarded  by  rail  ?  If  this  is  not  expedient,  how  will  the  plan 
work  of  organizing  a  party  of  experienced  men  under  a  competent 
officer,  to  lead  the  horses  out,  and  an  escort  be  either  sent  from  here, 
if  the  men  be  on  hand  for  that  purpose,  or  sent  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  to  meet  the  horses  on  the  road  and  guard  them  to  the 
army,  the  party  to  return  by  rail,  bringing  back  broken-down 
horses. 

To  take  out  500  horses  will  require  a  party  of  horse-leaders  of  150 
men  of  experience  and  energy.  The  strength  of  the  escort  must,  of 
course,  depend  upon  circumstances.  The  horses  should  not  be  sent 
in  droves  or  squads  of  more  than  500. 

There  are  now  in  charge  of  General  Rucker  and  myself  upward 
of  16,000  unserviceable  cavalry  horses,  atid  it  is  hoped  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  can  be  supplied  during  the 
remainder  of  this  year  from  those  now  on  hand. 

There  are  now  in  depot  seven  new  regiments  of  cavalry,  awaiting 
arms,  accouterments,  and  equipments.  We  have  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  procuring  laborers,  and  have  sent  all  over  the  country 
for  them. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  depot  is  completed  we  shall  have  plenty, 
and  the  party  spoken  of  above  can  be  organized  out  of  them,  or 

fou  can  organize  it  yourself  and  keep  it  under  your  own  control, 
f  the  horses  are  sent  by  rail,  we  can  deliver  them  at  Alexandria. 
Please  let  me  know  your  views  and  wishes  upon  this  subject  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  also  those  of  General  Meade  and  General  Pleas- 
onton. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry, 
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Getty's  Headquarters, 

October  30,  1863. 
Major-General  Foster  : 

I  have  received  following  telegram  from  Major  Wetherill,  com- 
manding outpost,  Suffolk : 

Private  John  Wynton,  alias  Dunn,  Irishman,  Sixty-second  Georgia  Cavalry,  got 
permission  to  cross  the  river  to  bring  turkeys,  and  came  in  with  horse,  saddle,  &c. 
Crossed  South  Quay  Ferry  at  sunset  yesterday.  Colonel  Griffin's  headquarters  at 
Murfrees  Station,  4  miles  from  South  Quay,  on  the  railroad.  Griifin's  light  battery 
is  at  Weldon  with  five  or  six  companies  between  Garysburg  and  Weldon.  Griffin's 
picket  on  Chowan  and  Blackwater  start  at  Colerain,  below  Winton,  and  extend  to 
South  Quay.  Here  the  zouaves  have  a  picket  of  4  men  and  officer,  at  William  Law- 
rence's. 

Wynton  states  that  there  is  to  be  a  grand  ball  at  "Vaughn's  house,  half  a  mile  this 
side  of  Murfrees  Station,  on  the  5th  of  November ;  officers  are  circulating  tickets 
about  Gatesville. 

The  major  of  the  guerrillas  who  captured  the  boats  at  South  Mills  spends  most 
of  his  time  between  GatesvUle  and  Roddick's.  Rylander's  battalion  of  infantry  is 
at  Franklin. 

The  stations  picketed  by  Griffin's  men  from  South  Quay  to  Colerain  are  as  fol- 
lows :  South  Quay,  1  sergeant,  4  infantry;  1  corporal,  mounted.  Cherry  Grove,  no 
pickets.  Manning's  Ferry,  1  corporal,  6  privates,  3  on  post ;  the  reserve  station  4 
miles  back.  Barton ville,  6  privates,  3  on  post ;  reserve  half  mile  back ;  three-quarters 
of  the  time  no  picket  there.  Flay  Mand,  at  fork  of  Chowan  and  Meherrin,  6 
privates,  reserve  3^  miles  back.  Winton,  6  privates  and  sergeant.  California,  3J 
miles  below  Winton,  6  privates  and  1  corporal.  Colerain,  17  miles  below  Cali- 
fornia, 6  privates  and  1  corporal. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Waineoake  Ferry,  between  Cherry  Grove  and  Manning's 
Ferry,  is  not  picketed,  and  Cherry  Grove  only  occasionally. 

The  horse  belongs  to  J.  Wynton ;  cost  him  $900.  One  pair  Colt's  army  pistols 
cost  $200,  his  private  property.  Shall  the  man  be  retained  here  until  his  horse  rests, 
and  thMi  sent  to  headquarters  with  guard,  and  can  any  arrangement  be  made  that 
he  could  receive  anytlung  for  his  horse  and  arms? 

I  would  send  scout  out  to  GatesviUe  to  pick  up  officers  distributing  ball  tickets, 
but  it  might  interfere  with  the  ball.  Possibly  the  commanding  general  might  de^e 
some  United  States  cavalry  to  attend  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November. 

Wynton  suggests  if  our  troops  are  to  attend  the  ball  that  the  force  start  early  in 
the  night,  trfiveling  rapidly  to  South  Quay,  sending  3  soldiers  in  citizens'  clothes  in 
buggy  in  advance,  who,  on  arriving  at  the  ferry  at  Lawrence,  would  call  for  the 
flat.  The  pickets  collect  the  ferriage,  and  are  anxious  to  bring  passengers  over. 
The  flat  could  thus  be  secured  and  picket  captured. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

October  31,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  French: 

I  learn  from  General  Buford  that  General  Merritt  has  gone  to  Elk 
Run  (town),  and  Colonel  Devin  is  on  the  road  from  Bealeton  to  Mor- 
risville.  They  are  both  picketing  to  the  front  and  toward  Kelly's 
Ford  and  Ellis'  Ford. 

General  Buford  will  advise  you  of  everything  of  any  import- 
ance that  transpires.  He  knows  nothing  about  the  report  of  the 
advance  of  a  brigade  of  rebel  infantry  toward  Morrisvme  or  else- 
where, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Tkree-Mile  Station,  October  31,  1863. 

The  commaiading  general  is  again  compelled  to  call  the  attention 
of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders  to  the  frequent  com- 
plaints made  against  the  troops  for  depredating  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants in  the  vicinity  of  the  camps.  The  evil,  instead  of  being  put  a 
stop  to,  seems  to  be  daily  increasing.  It  appears  that  the  fields,  gar- 
dens, poultry,  and  stock  of  scarcely  any  one  are  respected.  The  fault 
rests  wholly  with  the  officers,  and  either  shows  that  they  are  uneqiial 
to  the  positions  they  occupy  or  that  they  are  utterly  unmindful  of 
the  excesses  committed  by  the  troops. 

Common  humanity  demands  that  the  little  possessed  by  women, 
children,  and  aged  persons  throughout  the  country  we  occupy  should 
be  secured  to  them.  Reports  of  armed  parties  of  marauders  from 
this  corps,  numbering  from  40  to  60,  have  been  sent  from  headquar- 
ters Army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  from  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
these  robbers  were  fired  upon  by  the  provost  guard  of  the  Second 
Division,  the  reports  are  shown  to  be  true. 

Company  officers  will  hereafter  daily  inspect  the  messing  of  their 
companies  and  any  meat,  poultry,  vegetables,  or  other  property  not 
a  part  of  the  army  ration,  will  be  required  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  soldier  in  whose  possession  it  may  be  found,  and  if  improperly 
acquired,  the  offender  will  be  brought  at  once  before  a  field  officer's 
court  for  ti;ial.  As  most  of  the  stragglers  accompany  or  fall  in  with 
the  trains  all  commissaries  and  quartermasters  will  make  a  like  in- 
spection daily  of  their  departments  for  the  same  purpose,  send  to 
their  regiments  for  trial  all  soldiers  with  plunder  in  their  possession, 
and  stop  the  pay  of  civilian  employfe,  &c.,  guilty  of  like  disgrace- 
ful practices. 

The  commanding  general  expects  and  requires  strict  compliance 
with  this  order.  Division  commanders  and  the  commanders  of  ar- 
tillery will  report  weekly  whether  it  has  been  enforced  throughout 
their  commands. 

It  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  company  to-day,  and  all  men 
on  detached  duty,  employfe,  &c.,  will  be  made  acquainted  with  its 
provisions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sykes : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

October  31,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Ingalls, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  tabiflar  statement  showing  the  number  of  horses  received 
from  all  sources  since  April,  1863,  the  number  of  horses  lost  in 
action,  and  the  number  turned  in  as  unserviceable  during  the  same 
period;  also  the  number  of  recruits  furnished  the  command.  ^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       *^  <>    ^  _^.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-Qenero/l, 
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Number  of  horses— 

Ill 

Command. 

■6 

.S 
E-i 

6th  U.S.  Cavalry 

663 
8,288 
4,943 
4,84S 

440 
1,804 
2,217 
3,409 

192 
4,951 
3,5M 
3,653 

First  Division 

179 

Second  Division .' 

258 

Third  Division 

242 

Total 

18,676 

7,870 

12,350 

G85 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  Oeorge  O.  Meade, 
U.  S.  Anay,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1863.a 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


I 


Em 


tea 

be 


Pieces    of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters  ft 

En^eer  troops  (Benham  and  Mendell) 

Artillery  Reserve  (Hunt) 

First  Army  Corx)s  (Newton) 

Second  Anny  Corps  (Warren) 

Third  Army  Corps  (French) 

Fifth  Army  Corps  (Sykes) 

Sixth  Army  CTorps  (Sedgwick) 

Cavalry  (3orps  (Pleasonton) 

Total 


130 
46 


623 
682 


661 
916 


1,080 
1,224 
2,602 
11,473 
10,720 
15  668 
11,873 
15,063 
10,538 


1,364 
1,527 
2,974 
13,819 
12,556 
18,859 
13,136 
17,734 
13,687 


1,943 
1,875 
4,301 
21,787 
28,640 
28,184 
20,049 
23,813 
27,263 


4,680 


79,641 


95,455 


151,855 


34 
31 
46 
32 
46 
80 


a  For  abstracts  from  the  tri-monthly  returns  of  this  army  for  October  10  and  i 
6  Including  provost  guard,  orderlies,  and  signal  corjK.  — 


),  see  Part  I,  p. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.  Oen.  Christopher 
C.  Augur,  U.  S.  Army,  comTtutnding,  for  the  month  of  October.  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


I 


be 


6irg 

be 


Pieces    of . 
artillery. 


General  headquarters 

Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction  (Barry) 

District  of  Washington  (Martindale)a 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac  (Haskin). . . 

Provisional  brigades  (Casey) 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac  (De  Russy) 

CJoreoran's  division  (formerly  King's) 

Cavalry  forces  (Lowell) 

District  of  Alexandria  (Slough)  6 

Camp  Convalescent,  &c.  (McKelvy) 

Falls  Church,  Va.  (Tracy) ' 

Glymont  Landing,  Md.  (Sharra) 

(government  farms  (Greene)c 

Fort  Wailiington,  Md.  (Brooks) 

Total 


49 

129 

213 

38 

229 

128 

56 

91 

77 

19 

6 

5 

7 


22 

1,346 

2,221 

5,676 

939 

4,876 

2,226 

804 

1,303 

1,553 

567 

69 

77 


60 

1,595 

1,446 

•,218 

,103 

i,435 

!,734 

,314 

,908 

1,020 

680 

127 

97 

173' 


61 

1,745 

4,269 

7,814 

1,237 

7,795 

3,417 

1,921 

3,253 

6,561 

982 

168 

128 

177, 


1,075 


21,797 


32,900 


118 
6 


39,518       396 


a  Including  1st  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry. 

K  AnH    lAdfTi    TJanr  V...1*b' 


c  Detachment  of  111th  New  York,  before  reported 
at  general  headquarters. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Department  (Eighth  Army  Corps),  Maj. 
Oen.  R.  C.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  mxtnth  of  October,  1863. 


Cozxuuand. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


Headquarters. 


General  headquarters 

Firet  Separate  Brigade  (Lockwood) . 
Second  Separate  Brigade  (Morris). . . 
Third  Separate  Brigade  (E.  B.  Tyler) 

District  of  Delaware  (D.  Tyler) 

Annapolis,  Md.  (Walte) 

Ellioott's  Mills,  Md.  ^Gilpin) 

Fort  Delaware  (Schoepf) 

Relay  House,  Md.  (JenJdiis) 

Total 


'  710 
1,043 
850 
S06 
864 
474 
277 
265 


IB 

em 

1,621 
1,045 
577 
474 
540 
437 


15 
912 
1,702 
1,487 
668 
620 
668 
451 
378 


Drummondtown,  Va. 
Fort  McHenry,  Md. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Wilmington,  DeL    • 


5,778 


6,701 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

■     -*3 

1 

bo 
be 

< 

Pieces   of 
artillery. 

Command. 

1 

1 
n 

1 

Headquarters. 

General  heacjquarters 

6 
811 
325 
192 
174 

7 

'■7,ia6' 

7,612 

4,753 

8,761 

145 

6 
8,679 
8,-811 
5,737 
4,545 
264 

6 
10,882 
10,110 
6,782 
6,336 
281 

First  Division '(SulllTan)  a 

22 

1 

46 
24 
16 
12 

Harper's  Ferry. 

Second  Division  (Mulligan)  6 

Third  Division  (Scammon) 

First  Separate  Brirade  (Averell) 

Wheeling,  W.Va.  (Thorp) 

Charleston. 
Beverly. 

Total ....". 

1,015 

23,391 

28,042 

33,397 

23 

98 

a  See  General  Orders,  No.  12,  p.  302. 


b  See  General  Orders,  No.  16,  p.  365. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Oen.  J.  O.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquartersa 

Fort  Monroe,  va 

Newport  News,  Va. (Heolnnan). 

Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.  (Barnes) 

Portsmouth,  Va.  (Getty) 

Yorktown,  Va. ,  and  vicinity  (Wistar) 

Defenses  of  New  Berne,  N.  C.  (Peck) 

Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle,  N.  C.  (Wessells) 

Sub-District  of  Beaufort,  N.  0.  (Jourdan) 

Sub-District  of  the  Pamlico,  N.  C.  (Pickett). . . 

Total., 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


34 


102 
211 
179 
174 
63 
65 
45 

1,016 


I 


51 

671 

2,680 

2,026 

4,696 

3,850 

2,886 

991 

914 

1,138 


19,803 


0, 

IP 


bo 

■«1 


616 


26,847 


a 
I- 


96 
1,295 
4,888 
3,580 
10,444 
6,776 
5,967 
1,987 
1,904 
1,961 


37,397 


Pieces   of 
artillery. 


132 


66 
13 
7 


a  Including  signal  corps. 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

November  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith  : 

My  picket  line  has  been  advanced  to  within  carbine  range  of  the 
enemy's.  My  right  is  near  Beverly  Ford  and  the  line  extends  past 
Bowen's  house,  parallel  to  the  river  to  half  way  to  Kelly's  Ford,  where 
it  deflects  and  strikes  the  road  from  Bealeton  to  Morrisville. 

General  Merritt's  last  report  says  his  pickets  extend  5  miles  from 
Elk  Run  toward  Morrisville,  and  nothing  has  been  seen  or  heard  of 
the  enemy.  I  expect  to  hear  from  him  soon.  I  have  instructed  him 
to  examine  Kelly  s.  There  is  nothing  toward  Morrisville,  save  guer- 
rillas.    A  negro,  who  left  Richmond  on  the  23d,  says : 

The  enemy  is  concentrating  at  Culpeper.  Four  thousand  came  to  that  point  in 
the  cars  with  him. 

The  enemy  does  not  show  so  strong  as  yesterday. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-Qeneral  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Washington, 
November  1,  .1863—9.30  a.  m. 
General  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
We  have  400  feet  of  canvas  train,  with  balks  and  chess  on  wagons; 
900  feet  more  with  balks,  chess,  and  wagons  complete ;  in  all,  1.300 
feet  of  canvas  pontoon  train.  Six  hundred  feet  of  wooden  bridge, 
with  balks  and  chess  in  the  boats,  complete  in  rafts  for  towing ;  400 
feet  more  of  wooden  bridge,  with  balks  without  chess,  ready  for  plac- 
ing on  trucks  or  on  rafts;  1,000  feet  in  all  of  wooden  bridge  train, 
and  the  trucks  and  wagons  for  all.  We  have  no  pontoon  train  teams 
on  hand,  all  having  been  sent  to  the  front  on  30th  instant  by  order, 
and  only  about  fifteen  teams  available  for  engineer  tools,  forage,  &c. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  1,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  immediately 
by  railroad  twenty  wooden  pontoons,  with  bridge  material  complete, 
trucks,  and  all  the  corresponding  equipage. 

One  good  sized  company  of  the  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  say 
not  less  than  50  men,  should  accompany  the  pontoons.  They  will 
take  precedence  of  everything  on  the  road,  and  will  halt  at  Catlett's 
Station,     The  animals  and  harness  for  them  need  not  be  sent. 

The  following  is  a  memorandum  of  the  chief  parts  required  : 
Twenty  pontoon  wagons,  loaded ;  2  abutment  wagons,  loaded  ;  1  long 
balk  wagon,  loaded ;  9  chess  wagons,  loaded ;  12  army  wagons,  and  a 
liberal  supply  of  cordage. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  1,  1863, 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Navy-  Yard  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  the  follow- 
ing lengths  of  bridge  material  made  complete  immediately  in  every 
respect— animals,  harness,  and  drivers — with  the  requisite  number 
of  army  wagons,  teams  and  drivers,  provisions  and!^  forage  :  Four 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  wooden  pontoon  bridging  and  800  feet  of 
canvas  pontoon  bridging.  These  bridge  trains,  complete  in  every 
respect,  must  be  held  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  They 
will  first  be  moved  by  water  and  then  by  land  to  the  point  where 
they  will  be  required  for  use.  Another  preparation  must  include 
that  of  their  transportation  by  water,  as  well  as  their  subsequent 
movement  by  land.  This  communication  is  confidential.  The  bridg- 
ing now  ordered  is  in  addition  to  that  ordered  to-day  at  2.15  p.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Navy-Yard: 
I  learn  from  Captain  Peirce  that  he  has  not  animals  for  the  12 
army  wagons  that  are  to  accompany  the  pontoons,  and  requests  that 
you  will  send  the  animals,  harness,  and  drivers  for  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commander-in-Chief,   U.  S.  Army: 

General:  I  have  gotten  ready  to  start,  and  propose  to  move  up 
the  James  Eiver,  on  Wednesday  morning,  as  far  as  Fort  Powhatan; 
to  land  there  and  throw  up  works  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  to  start 
the  cavalry  at  first  toward  Eichmond,  whipping  and  pursuing  the 
force  at  Charles  City;  Court-House  as  far  as  they  can  go  ;  then  to 
cross  them  over  the  river  and  to  make  a  raid  on  Petersburg  and  the 
railroad  between  that  city  and  Weldon.  I  trust  this  plan  will  meet 
with  your  approval.  I  can  take  a  force  of  4,500  mfantry,  2,300 
cavalry,  and  500  artillery.  I  am  quite  sure  that  we  can  make  a 
great  noise,  if  nothing  more,  and  draw  off  some  force  from  General 
Lee. 

I  propose  to  hold  and  fortify  every  point  on  the  James  as  far  as 
we  go,  that,  by  being  possessed  by.  the  enemy,  would  give  him  com- 
mand of  the  river.  From  there,  as  sheltering  points,  cavalry  raids 
can  be  easily  made,  and  our  supplies  be  secured  by  the  way  of  the 
river.  I  wish  very  much  that  the  force  of  infantry  was  greater,  so 
tliat  I  could  make  a  solid  attack.  As  it  is,  I  cannot  venture  to  stir 
far  from  the  river  with  the  infantry  and  artillery.  We  will,  how- 
ever, do  our  best  to  worry  the  enemy.  We  can  prevent  the  enemy 
gathering  the  crops  on  the  river  and  in  its  vicinity,  and  thus  distress 
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them,  as  supplies  of  all  kinds^are,  as  I  am  informed  by  all  deserters 
and  refugees,  getting  very  scarce  in  Richmond. 
I  shall  report  the  results  of  the  first  movement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Armt  op  the  Potomac, 
November  2,  1863 — noon. 
(Received  la.  m.,  3d.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  railroad  to  Warrenton  Junction,  though  announced  as  com- 
pleted on  the  30th  ultimo,  was  not  in  working  order  till  last  night. 
This  has  caused  a  delay  in  the  receipt  of  supplies. 

No  material  change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy  has  been  reported 
since  my  last  dispatch,  excepting  that  the  forces  opposite  Freeman's 
Ford  are  reported  as  decreased,  and  the  pickets  on  my  extreme  right 
strengthened.  A  contraband,  who  came  into  our  lines  yesterday, 
avers  leaving  Richmond  on  the  23d  ultimo,  and  that  on  the  train 
with  him  to  Culpeper  Court-House  there  came  4,000  troops.  The 
fact,  if  true,  that  Lee  is  receiving  re-enforcements,  together  with  other 
indications  already  reported,  such  as  moving  of  camps,  strengthening 
of  pickets,  &c.,  would  induce  the  supposition  that  perhaps  he  may 
again  advancff.  From  the  best  judgment  I  can  form,  his  army  is 
massed  between  the  Rappahannock  and  Culpeper,  prepared  to  dis- 

Eute  the  passage  of  the  river,  either  at  the  railroad  crossing,  or  on 
is  immediate  right  flank  by  Kelly's  Ford,  or  his  left  by  Sulphur 
Springs,  or  any  of  the  intermediate  crossings. 

I  therefore  do  not  think  I  could,  with  any  probability  of  success, 
advance  against  him  in  either  of  the  above  directions.  There  re- 
mains, then,  a  flank  movement  by  a  decided  detour  either  to  his  left, 
by  way  of  Amissville  and  Sperryville,  threatening  his  communica- 
tions by  Culpeper  or  beyond,  or  a  similar  movement  to  his  right, 
attempting  to  seize  in  advance  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg  and 
opening  communication  with  Aquia  Creek.  To  the  movement  on 
his  left  there  is  the  objection  that  I  must  Either  abandon  my  own 
communications  or  else  weaken  myself  by  the  necessary  force  to 
protect  them;  also  that  the  country  over  which  I  would  have  to 
operate  is  broken  and  rough,  deficient  in  roads,  and  those  existing 
of  such  a  character  that  a  storm  of  rain  or  snow,  likely  to  occur  at 
this  season,  would  paralyze  all  movements.  After  maturely  weigh- 
ing all  these  considerations,  I  have  determined  to  attempt  the  move- 
ment by  his  right,  throwing  the  whole  army  rapidly  and  secretly 
across  the  Rappahannock  at  Banks'  Ford  and  Fredericksburg,  and 
taking  position  on  the  heights  beyond  the  town. 

The  success  of  this  movement  will  depend  on  its  celerity,  and  its 
being  kept  from  the  enemy.  From  my  latest  information,  he  had  no 
force  below  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers.  My  present  position,  and 
repairing  the  railroad,  has  doubtless  induced  him  to  believe  I  shall 
adhere  to  this  line,  and  if  my  movement  can  be  started  before  he  is 
apprised  of  it,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  successful,  so 
far  as  effecting  a  lodgment  on  the  heights  in  advance  of  him;  and  if 
he  follows  and  gives  me  battle,  my  object  will  be  accomplished.    I 
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can  hardly  think  he  will  advance  in  this  direction,  as  he  cannot  sup- 
ply hi^nself  for  any  length  of  time,  unless  he  continues  his  movement 
mto  Maryland,  in  which  case,  of  course,  1  should  have  to  retrace  my 
steps. 

It  is  proper  you  should  be  advised  of  my  proposed  movement,  and 
should  it  not  meet  with  your  approval,  I  desire  to  be  informed  at  the 
earliest  moment  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — For  prudential  considerations,  I  send  this  by  an  aide-de- 
camp. 


Aktilleky  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  2,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  • 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  recruits 
required  to  fill  up  the  volunteer  batteries  of  this  army,  as  follows : 

From  Maine 305 

From  New  Hampshire 33 

From  Rhode  Island 308 

From  Massachusetts 154 

From  New  York 838 

From  New  Jersey . .  38 

From  PennsylTania 346 

From  Ohio 76 

From  Maryland 88 

From  Virginia 30 

Total 1,945 

I  also  transmit  a  list  of  the  number  of  recruits  required  by  the 
regular  batteries,  in  the  hope  that  some  means  maybe  found  for 
filling  them  up.  •  The  discharges  which  are  constantly  taking  place 
are  not  made  good  by  re-enlistment,  the  volunteer  service  affording 
greater  inducements  to  recruits  than  the  regular  artillery.  The 
horse  artillery  of  this  army  (twelve  batteries),  with  the  exception 
of  one  battery,  belongs  to  the  regular  service. 

The  duties  are  very  arduous.  The  batteries  (in  excellent  condi- 
tion otherwise)  are  deficient  in  men.  Rather  than  haye  the  number 
of  guns  reduced,  the  cavalry  furnished  them  with  men  from  time  to 
time.  These  details  are  temporary,  and  the  men  return  to  their 
regiments  at  every  change  of  position  of  the  batteries.  The  result 
is  that  the  cavalry,  when  called  into  action,  lose  the  services  of  the 
men,  and  the  batteries  are  partly  manned  by  incompetent  gunners. 

It  would  be  better  in  every  respect  to  have  the  men  permanently- 
assigned.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
drafted  men,  after  being  credited  to  their  States,  be  transferred  to 
the  regular  artillery,  to  serve  out  the  term  for  which  they  are 
drafted.  No  man  should  be  so  assigned,  except  with  his  own  con- 
sent. They  should  be  picked  men,  not  under  5  feet  8  inches,  and  be 
sent  from  the  depots  direct,  and  not  from  the  regiments.  Transfers 
from  the  latter,  although  made  from  the  necessities  of  the  service, 
create  bitter  feelings  against  the  artillery  on  the  part  of  the  regi- 
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ments.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  also,  that  the  system  is  injurious 
to  discipline,  as  it  offers  to  all  discontented  or  worthless  men  in  the 
regiments  a  refuge  from  the  results  of  their  bad  conduct.  The 
number  of  men  so  required  for  the  regular  artillery  of  this  army 
is,896. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  55.  j  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  2,  1863. 

Paragraph  I,  of  General  Orders,  No.  53,*  from  these  headquarters, 
is  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

I.  That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  to  prevent  all  disturb- 
ance and  violence  at  or  about  the  poUs,  whether  offered  by  such  persons  as  above 
described,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schenck  : 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieuienant'Colonel,  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Paekersbttrg,  W.  Va.,  November  2,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 

.  (Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Just  arrived  here  on  my  return  from  Kanawha.  The  expedition 
is  moving.  The  following  telegrams  from  Brigadier-General  Sulli- 
van received  here : 

Hakpee's  Febet,  W.  Va.;' 

October  28,  1863. 
Captain  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral,  Clarksburg : 
Colonel  Boyd  has  returned  from  his  scout  through  Front  Royal  and  Strasburg, 
bringing  in  1  major,  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  and  18  privates  ;  1  four-horse  Confed- 
erate team  and  wagon,  filled  with  army  goods,  valued  at  $10,000.  Imboden's  camp 
on  the  25th  was  near  Bridgewater,  and  Colonel  Eosser,  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry, 
was  within  6  miles  of  Front  Royal.  The  Shenandoah  at  Front  Royal  is  not  f  ordable 
for  artillery.    I  need  cavalry  horses. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 
November  1,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Creneral,  Clarksburg  : 

A  scout  returned  from  Middletown  and  White  Post,  bringing  in  8  prisoners  and 
a  lieutenant.    No  force  in  the  valley  of  any  size ;  some  small  squads  only. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

*f^f  October  37. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  November  2,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Your  services  being  required  for  anotlier  cominand,  orders  werf 
issued  by  the  War  Department  several  days  ago  for  you  to  repor* 
here  on  being  relieved  by  Major-General  Butler.  These  orders  shoulr 
have  reached  you  before  now,  and  General  Butler  should  relieve  you 
immediately.  Your  proposed  expedition  should  be  postponed  until 
your  successor  arrives. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  2,  186S. 

(Received  11.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege, 

General-in-Chief: 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  of 
this  date.     I  have  given  the  necessary  orders  to  postpone  the  expe- 


dition. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  105.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  2,  1863. 

*  *  *  4:  «  4:  « 

II.  Brigadier-General  Wild  is  hereby  ordered  to  report  to  Briga- 
dier-General Barnes  for  command  of  colored  troops,  and  such  other 
command  as  General  Barnes  may  designate. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  November  3,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Your  dispatch  of  12  m.  yesterday,  received  about  1  o'clock  this 
morning,  was  submitted  to  the  President  at  the  earliest  moment 

{)racticable.  He  does  not  see  that  the  proposed  change  of  base  is 
ikely  to  produce  any  favorable  result,  while  its  disadvantages  are 
manifest.  I  have  hillj  concurred  in  the  views  he  has  heretbfore 
communicated  on  this  subject.  Any  tactical  movement  to  turn  a 
flank  or  threaten  a  communication  is  left  to  your  own  judgment  ; 
but  an  entire  change  of  base  under  existing  circumstances,  I  can 
neither  advise  nor  approve. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  3,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

Information  is  just  received  that  a  part  of  Hampton's  old  brigade,  ' 
ihoTii  600  strong,  crossed  at  Fredericksburg  yesterday,  a  part  of 
.'bom  were  sent  to  destroy  tbe  railroad,  and  the  remainder  to  scour 
be  country.  It  was  reported  at  Fredericksburg  that  a  brigade  of 
nf antry  would  follow.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that 
Cilpatrick's  division  be  sent  to  look  after  this  cavalry  and  drive 
hem  back  over  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Novepiber  3,  1863 — 9  p.  m. 
'Ol.  D.  C.  McCallum, 

Military  Superintendent  of  Railroads: 
Your  railroad  to  the  junction  and  Warrenton  works  well.  I  was 
ware  that  General  Meade  had  paid  you  a  most  deserving  compli- 
lent  for  the  extraordinary  labor  performed  under  your  direct 
apervision  in  rebuilding  the  road  from  Bristoe  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
on.  He  desires  you  will  keep  your  construction  parties  on  the 
Dad  and  put  it  in  working  order  as  far  as  Bealeton. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Chief  Quartermaster. 


Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  3,  1863. 
•ieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Monroe, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Corps : 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  am  instructed  by 
le  chief  of  artillery  to  s^-ate: 

1.  There  is  no  prescribed  mode  of  packing  the  ammunition  of  3- 
ich  guns,  as  chests  of  different  batteries  are  often  issued  marked, 
id  not  uniformly.  When  marked  the  ammunition  should  be  packed 
;cordingly.  There  is  no  objection  to  your  prescribing  the  mode  of 
icking,  but  when  a  mode  has  been  adopted,  and  systematically 
>llowed,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  during  field  operations  to 
range  it,  unless  there  is  a  manifest  fault  in  the  packing,  which  pro- 
ices  injury. 

2.  For  rifled  guns,  25  shells,  20  shrapnel  to  5  canister  is  a  proper 
•oportion,  the  shell  to  be  increased  to  30  at  the  expense  of  the 
irapnel,  if  the  commander  of  the  battery  desires  it.  There  is  too 
uch  shrapnel  used.     Fifty  rounds  is  the  load  to  each  chest. 

3.  As  both  the  Hotchkiss  and  Schenkl  ammunition  are  provided, 
)mmanders  of  batteries  can  use  either  system,  but  in  no  case  must 
.'o  projectiles  of  the  same  kind  be  used  in  a  battery.  That  is,  no 
ittery  must  have  both  Hotchkiss  and  Schenkl  shell  or  both  Hotch- 
ss  and  Schenkl  shrapnel.  They  may  have  Hotchkiss  shell  and 
;Jienkl  shrapnel,  or  vic^  versa,  but  be  recommends  strongly  that. 
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unless  they  have  a  marked  preference  for  special  projectiles,  all 
should  be  of  one  system,  either  Hotchkiss  or  Schenkl.  He  believes 
Schenkl  to  be  best  and  safest  in  every  respect. 

■k  The  object  of  the  latitude  given  to  battery  commanders  is  to 
make  them  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  their  batteries.  Ammu- 
nition to  ■which  men  and  officers  are  most  accustomed  is  the  best  to 
supply  them.  There  is  an  evil,  however,  in  using  two  kinds  of  the 
same  description  in  the  same  battery  or  in  the  same  army  corps,  or 
even  in  the  same  army,  but  with  two  systems  which  have  such  strong 
supporters  as  the  Schenkl  and  Hotchkiss,  it  can  hardly  be  avoided 
without  a  worse  evil. 

5.  There  has  been  no  authority  of  a  general  character  given  to  de- 
part from  the  book  of  tactics  in  the  packing  of  light  12-pounder  am- 
munition. Permission  will,  however,  be  given  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  canister  at  the  expense  of  shrapnel.  The  full  number  of  solid 
shot,  12,  and  of  shell,  4,  must  be  carried.  The  shrapnel  may  be  redjiced 
to  8,  and  added  either  to  the  canister  or  shell  or  both.  The  use  of  solid 
shot  is  too  much  neglected.  It  is  the  most  efficient  of  our  projectiles. 
He  would  not  object  if  the  allowance  were  increased  to  16  rounds. 
It  was  intended  that  a  part  of  the  spherical  case  should  be  used  as 
solid  shot.  The  proportion  laid  down  in  the  tactics  is,  he  believes, 
the  best.  If  any  change  should  be  made  it  should  be  to  increase  the 
number  of  solid  shot.  On  no  account  will  a  less  number  be  allowed 
than  that  prescribed,  and  the  chief  of  artillery  desires  that  you  would 
impress  on  battery  comnranders  the  importance  and  superior  value 
of  solid-shot  fire  in  almost  all  cases. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  489.  j  Washington,  November  3,  1863. 

18.  Brig.  Gen.  Solomon  Meredith,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  at  once 
return  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  report  in  person  to  Major- 
General  Meade,  U."  S.  Volunteers,  for  duty. 

:|c  4:  if  *  !|!  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  j   Hdqrs.  Department  op  West  Virginia, 
No.  18.  j  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  November  3, 18Q3. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  as  assigned  to  staff  duty  at 
these  headquarters: 

Capt.  Thayer  Melvin,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Col.  D.  H.  Strother,  Third  [West]  Virginia  Cavalry,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Frothingham,  additional  aide-de-camp,  U.  S, 
Army,  commissary  of  musters. 

Capt.  Robert  Adams,  jr.,  Twenty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  acting 
judge-advocate. 
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Oapt.  A.  V.  Barringer,  chief  quartermaster. 

Capt.  William  H.  Hosack,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

First  Lieut.  J.  R.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Army,  chief  engineer. 

Lieut.  Col.  Williaua  H.  Mussey.  surgeon,  medical  inspector. 

Maj.  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney,  surgeon,  medical  director. 

Capt.  William  J.  Matthews,  Thirteenth  [West]  Virginia  Infantry, 
First  Lieut.  W.  B.  Kelley,  First  f  West]  Virginia  Infantry,  and 
First  Lieut.  C.  A.  Freeman,  First  [West]  Virginia  Infantry,  aides- 
de-camp.         ^ 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  4,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Comdg.  Engineers,  Navy-Yard,  Washington,  D.  C: 
I  am  instructed  to  say  that,  it  not  being  probable  that  the  contin- 
gency will  arise  in  expectation  of  which  you  were  directed  to  hold 
certain  bridge  trains  ready  for  transportation  by  water  and  land,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  maintain  that  state  of  preparation.  The  animals 
may  be  returned  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  4,  1863—8  p.  m. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.). 
Major-General  Halleok: 

Your  telegram,  of  12  m.  yesterday,  was  duly  received.  Your  dis- 
approval of  the  proposed  attempt  to  secure  a  lodgment  on  the  Fred- 
ericksburg heights  of  course  caused  an  immediate  abandonment  of 
the  plan.  I  have  been  since  anxiously  endeavoring  to  see  my  way 
clear  to  make  some  movement,  which,  by  tactical  maneuver  on  the 
enemy's  flank,  would  bring  my  army  in  contact  with  his,  without 
giving  him  all  the  advantage  of  defense  and  position.  As  yet  I  have 
not  been  able  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion,  though  most 
earnestly  anxious  to  bring  matters  to  a  termination.  No  change  has 
occurred  in  the  position  of  this  army,  nor,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  in 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  Having  been  informed  by  scouts  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  a  body  of  cavalry  at  Falmouth,  I  sent  Kil- 
patrick's  division  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  force  and  move- 
ment. A  report  from  him  at  2  p.  m.  states  he  was  within  a  few 
miles  of  Falmouth,  driving  before  him  a  small  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  • 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Clarksburg,  November  4,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Harper's  Ferry  : 

General  Averell  and  General  Dufii^    are  now  moving  toward 
Lewisburg,  one  from  Beverly,  the  other  from  Gauley.    Will  attack 
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Lewisburg  jointly  on  Saturday,  the  7tli.     If  successful,  Averell  will 

fo  on  to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Kailroad,  if  practicable  ;  if  not, 
e  -will  proceed  to  the  Valley  of  the  South  Branch,  and  thence  to  New 
Creek.  I  anticipate  this  movement  will  draw  Imboden's  force  from 
the  Shenandoah  "Galley  west.  I  suggest  to  you  to  get  an  expedition 
ready  to  move  up  the  valley  and  attack  and  disperse  any  force  that 
may  be  left  there  by  Imboden.  Please  give  me  your  views  on  the 
subject,  and  all  information  you  have  in  regard  to  the  force  in  the 
"valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina : 

General  :  Your  communication  by  Captain  Fitzgerald  was  re- 
ceived at  9  a.  m.  this  day,  and  I  hasten  to  say  that  after  extraordi- 
nary exertions,  I  have  succeeded  in  procuring  coal  from  the  navy  and 
from  Beaufort,  and  shall  leave  at  5  p.  m.  for  Plymouth  and  Winton 
with  a  wharf  boat,  the  Pucker,  Pilot  Boy,  Pawtuxent,  Ella  May, 
General  Berry,  and  a  tug  in  addition  to  the  Farron.  The  Delaware 
will  go  up,  and  I  shall  procure  further  naval  aid  from  Captain 
Flusser. 

You  say  nothing  of  your  numbers,  and  make  no  allusion  to  for- 
age or  rations,  but  to  guard  against  all  accidents,  I  shall  take  five 
days'  forage  for  2,500  animals  and  five  days'  rations  for  3,000  men. 

While  writing,  I  learn  that  General  Ransom  has  assumed  com- 
mand at  Kinston  ;  General  Bartbn  has  gone  to  the  Blackwater  with 
his  brigade.     What  this  means  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  state. 

The  steamer  Robert  E.  Lee  is  about  leaving  Wilmington  with 
mails  for  General  Magruder,  and  funds  to  pay  the  troops  in  Texas. 

The  Jersey  Blue  has  no  coal  for  her  trip  to  New  York,  and  I  send 
her  with  navy  coal  to  Fort  Monroe,  with  this  in  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain Fitzgerald.  Large  gangs  of  contrabands  have  gone  by  rail  to 
Weldon  and  Wilmin^on.  Major-General  Whiting  advertises  for 
a  large  number  for  his  works. 

In  great  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  V<i.,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  com- 
miinication  received  this  day  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  ereneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"        ^  '       ••  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 
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[Inclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General  :  The  Tribune  of  tlie  3d,  received  to-day,  contains  a  dis- 
patch dated  the  2d  instant  from  "Washington,  in  which  it  is  said  that 
I  am  understood  to  have  more  than  once  made  propositions  to  mili- 
tary commanders  on  the  Peninsula  calculated  to  make  the  blockade 
more  stringent,  but  have  failed  to  find  reasonable  co-operation.  It 
is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  I  have  not  made  any  such  proposi- 
tion to  you. 

Permit  me  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  make  my  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  professional  co-operation  and  official  and  personal 
courtesy  which  I  have  received  from  you.  Please  accept  my  best 
wishes  for  your  professional  success  and  personal  happiness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  A.  Bkdg.  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  5,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
at  once  to  the  vicinity  of  Catlett's,  and  hold  two  divisions  of  it  ready 
for  further  orders. 

You  will  assign  one  division  to  guarding  the  railroad  from  Ma- 
nassas to  Warrenton  Junction,  as  follows  :  One  brigade  at  Bristoe ; 
one  brigade  at  Warrenton  Junction,  to  protect  that  depot ;  the. other 
brigade  will  be  distributed  to  guard  the  bridges  over  Cedar  Run  and 
Kettle  Run.  The  small  bridges  and  culverts  must  be  guarded  by 
detachments.  The  road  from  Manassas  to  Warrenton  must  in 
addition  be  patrolled,  if  practicable,  with  the  force  assigned  to  the 
duty  of  protecting  the  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Qeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  5,  1863—7.15  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Newton  will  assign  a  division  of  the  First  Corps  to  the  duty 
of  guarding  the  railroad  from  Manassas  to  and  including  Warren- 
ton Junction  depot.  These  troops  will  be  at  the  posts  assigned  them 
•to-morrow  morning.  As  soon  as  they  reach  them  the  brigade  of 
your  corps  at  Catlett's,  and  such  other  detachments  from  the  corps 
on  the  railroad,  will  rejoin  their  respective  commands. 
'  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

«~    ~     -r.        irr\T     YYTV       PT    II 
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Hdqks.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  5,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for.  the  inforniation  of  the 
major-general  commanding  this  army  the  accompanying  reports, 
which  have  come  tq  me  from  my  command.* 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  two  prominent  grounds  of 
complaint  mentioned  ;  the  very  general  unfitness  of  the  horses  fur- 
nished for  cavalry  service,  and  the  want  of  forage  for  the  animals 
after  they  get  into  the  field,  both  of  which  conspire  to  keep  a  very 
large  portion  of  this  corps  actually  absent  from  the  army,  and 
many  others,  in  addition,  dismounted  and  unserviceable  in  the 
ranks. 

The  poor  quality  of  the  horses  sent  from  Dismounted  Camp,  and 
the  want  of  care  in  the  manner  of  forwarding  them  to  the  army, 
prove,  satisfactorily  to  my  mind,  the  absolute  failure  of  that  enter- 
prise, and  convince  me  that  some  other  system  must  be  adopted  to 
keep  the  cavalry  properly  mounted  and  equipped. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  the  entire  business  of 
fitting  out  the  cavalry  of  this  army  be  placed  under  the  orders  and 
control  of  the  commanding  general;  that  depots  be  established 
(within  the  actual  limits  of  the  army  where  practicable)  where  men 
who  have  lost  horses  or  equipments  can  be  rapidly  re-equipped  for 
the  field  instead  of,  as  at  present,  lying  sometimes  for  months  to- 
gether in  a  Dismounted  Camp  over  which  he  has  no  control,  where 
it  is  reputed  there  is  no  discipline  or  order,  and  which  both  officers 
and  soldiers  have  learned  to  look  to  as  a  comfortable  escape  from 
the  performance  of  duty  in  the  field.  Depots  thus  established  could 
receive  the  attention  of  the  corps  commander  in  an  equal  degree 
with  any  other  portion  of  his  command,  being  under  his  immediate 
eye  and  for  the  advantage  solely  of  his  own  troops,  suitable  officers 
could  and  would  be  selected  for  their  charge,  and  any  evils  could  and 
would  be  promptly  checked.  Under  the  present  system,  although 
horses  of  a  generally  poorer  quality  than  ever  before  received  are 
furnished  the  command,  although  a  very  large  number  of  officers 
and  men  are  absent  at  Dismounted  Camp,  without  the  limits  of 
this  army,  who  properly  belong  to  it,  and  whose  services  could  be 
usefully  employed  in  the  field,  I  have  no  power  to  apply  the  least 
remedy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major- General ,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

[Indorsementa.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  6,  1863. 

EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General,  for  the  informa-i 
tion  of  the  General-inrChief. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


*Incl(?g\HW  9Hi)U«cl,  their  gttlt>et»iic«  being  in  this  regort  and  MQWiag  indprse- 
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Hbadquakters  Army, 

November  10,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Stoneman,  Chief  of  Cav- 
alry Bureau,  for  remarks. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Office  of  Cavalry  Bureau, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  12,  1863. 

A  perusal  of  the  inclosed  papers  indicates  the  following  : 

1.  The  horses  of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  are  in 
no  small  degree  affected  with  diseases,  and  among  them  that  of  the 
feet  and  mouth.  One  remedy,  and  that  used  at  the  depot  with  suc- 
cess, is  the  chloride  of  antimony  for  sore  feet,  and  a  decoction  of 
white-oak  bark  for  the  mouth ;  another  is  borax  and  alum,  half  and 
half,  pulverized  and  mixed  with  sweet  oil,  and  applied  with  a  swab 
to  the  tongue,  and  still  another  is  common  salt  (chloride  of  sodium) 
crisped  on  a  hot  shovel  and  applied  to  the  feet  and  mouth.  A  good 
prevention  is  to  give  horses  as  much  salt  as  they  will  eat. 

2.  The  extraordinary  amount  of  hard  work  the  cavalry  is  called 
upon  to  perform  incident  either  to  the  necessities  of  the  case  or  to 
an  improper  use  of  that  arm  of  the  service. 

3.  The  great  deficiency  of  forage,  particularly  hay.  In  one  in- 
stance a  whole  division  (the  Second,  General  Gregg's)  has  been 
twenty-one  days  without  any  hay.  No  horses,  however  good  and 
bought  at  whatever  price,  can  stand  this  kind  of  treatment  in  a  re- 
gion where  but  little,  if  any,  grass  can  be  procured. 

4.  A  portion  of  the  horses  issued  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  have 
been  illy  adapted  to  the  cavalry  service,  being  too  young,  unbroken, 
and  unsound.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  remedy,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  do  away  with  this  cause  for  complaint. 

6.  Horses  which  have  become  unserviceable  and  having  been  left 
behind  in  various  movements  of  the  army  or  having  been  sent  into 
depot,  have  been  reissued  and  sent  iato  the  field.  It  was  expected 
that  this  would  cause  complaint,  but  the  Government  has  these 
horses  on  hand,  and  unless  they  are  disposed  of,  they  must  be  either 
kept  and  fed  at  great  expense  or  must  be  reissued  for  further  use. 
A  large  portion  of  these  broken-down  horses  have  been  during  the 
past  summer  in  pasture,  and  have  been  recently  collected  together 
and  put  into  stables  and  sheds,  all  of  which  are  now  full  of  them. 
They  are  divided  into  four  classes,  the  fourth  being  considered  fit  for 
service,  and  from  this  class  the  best  are  selected  and  again  sent  into 
the  field.  Each  horse  before  he  is  turned  over  to  be  sent  off  is  in- 
spected to  see  if  he  is  affected  with  any  disease,  such  as  sore  feet,  sore 
tongue,  glanders,  farcy,  distemper,  &c.,  and  none  are  allowed  to 
leave  that  are  so  affected.  If,  after  they  have  been  issued  and  before 
they  are  sent  off,  any  horses  develop  signs  of  disease,  they  are  re- 
turned to  the  depot  and  others  issued  in  their  places,  the  object  being 
to  send  the  best  there  is  and  to  make  the  most  possible  out  of  the 
17,000  on  hand  on  the  last  of  October.  But  few  of  the  horses  pur- 
chased by  the  Cavalry  Bureau  have  been  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  most  of  them  having  been  sent  to  other  armies  and  issued 
to  new  regiments,  and,  as  far  as  is  known,  have  given  very  general 
eatief  Action, 
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6.  It  appears  to  be  aquestionwhether  the  men  shall  be  sent  into  de- 
pot, either  by  regiments  or  in  herds,  to  get  their  remounts  and  outfits, 
or  whether  the  horses,  &c.,  shall  be  sent  to  the  army  in  the  field  and 
there  distributed.  In  this  the  commanding  general  must  be  the 
judge,  and  whatever  his  decisions  may  be  they  will  meet  with  a 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  Cavalry  Bureau,  and  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  carry  them  out. 

General  Pleasonton's  opinions  in  regard  to  the  discipline  of  the 
Dismounted  Camp,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  horses 
issued  by  the  Cavalry  Bureau,  might  possibly  have  more  weight 
had  they  been  founded  in  either  case  upon  personal  observation  and 
inspection.  The  plan  he  proposes  of  having  his  own  depots  under 
his  own  supervision  and  within  the  actual  limits  of  the  army  neces- 
sarily indicates  that  he  contemplates  that  in  future  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  shall  remain  stationary  to  protect  them  from  Stuart,  or 
that  his  depots  shall  be  of  a  portable  ciaracter  and  capable  of  being 
transported  and  taken  with  the  army  in  its  various  and  uncertain 
movements. 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  100.  j  •  November  5,  1863. 

I.  The  following  is  the  maximum  allowance  of  transportation, 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  allowed  this  army  while  in  the  field  en- 
gaged in  active  operations,  and  will  be  strictly  conformed  to,  viz  : 

1.  For  the  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  3  wagons,  or  8  pack- 
mules,  for  baggage;  1  two-horse  spring  wagon  for  contingent  wants; 
5  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants;  1  wall  tent  for  personal 
use  and  office  of  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  2  ofii- 
cers  of  his  staff. 

2.  For  the  headquarters  of  a  division,  1  wagon,  or  5  pack-mules, 
for  baggage;  1  two-horse  spring  wagon  for  contingent  wants;  2  extra 
saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants;  1  wall  tent  for  personal  use  and 
office  of  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  2  officers  of  his 
staff. 

3.  For  the  headquarters  of  a  brigade,  1  wagon,  or  5  pack-mules, 
for  baggage;  1  wall  tent  for  personal  use  and  office  of  commanding 
genertu;  1  wall  tent  for  every  2  officers  of  his  staff. 

4.  To  every  3  company  officers,  when  detached  or  serving  without 
wagons,  1  pack-mule;  to  every  12  company  officers,  when  detached, 
1  wagon,  or  4  pack-mules;  to  every  2  staff  officers,  when  not  attached 
to  any  headquarters,  1  pack-mule;  to  every  10  staff  officers,  serving 
similarly,  1  wagon,  or  4  pack-mules. 

The  above  wagons  and  pack-mules  will  include  transportation  for 
all  personal  baggage,  mess  chests,  cooking  utensils,  desks,  papers,  &c. 
The  weight  of  officers'  baggage  in  the  field,  specified  by  Army  Regu- 
lations, will  be  reduced  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  foregoing  sched- 
ule. All  excess  of  transportation  now  with  army  corps,  divisions, 
brigades,  regiments,  or  batteries  over  the  allowance  herein  pre- 
scribed will  be  immediately  turned  in  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, to  be  used  in  the  trains. 

5.  Commissary  stores  and  forage  will  be  transported  by  the  trains. 
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When  these  are  not  convenient  of  access,  and  where  troops  act  in 
detachments,  the  quartermaster's  department  will  assign  wagons  or 
pack  animals  for  that  purpose ;  but  the  baggage  of  officers,  or  of 
troops,  or  camp  equipage,  will  not  be  carried  in  the  wagons  or  on  the 
pack  animals  so  assigned.  The  assignment  of  transportation , for 
ammunition,  hospital  stores,  subsistence,  and  forage,  will  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  amount  of  each  ordered  to  be  carried  in  orders  from 
general  headquarters.  The  number  of  wagons  is  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed, required  by  existing  orders,  to  wit: 

6.  For  each  full  regiment  of  infantry  and  cavalry  of  1,000  men, 
for  baggage,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  6  wagons;  for  each  regiment  of 
infantry  less  than  700  men  and  more  than  600  men,  5  wagons  ;  for 
each  regiment  of  infantry  less  than  500  men  and  more  than  300  men, 
4  wagons;  for  each  regiment  of  infantry  less  than  300  men,  3  wagons; 
for  each  regiment  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  3  wall  tents  for  field  and 
staff,  1  shelter  tent  for  every  other  commissioned  officer,  1  shelter 
tent  for  every  3  non-commissioned  officers,  soldiers,  servants,  and 
camp  followers. 

7.  For  each  battery  of  4  and  6  guns,  for  personal  baggage,  mess 
chests,  cooking  utensils,  desks,  papers,  &c. ,  1  and  2  wagons,  respect- 
ively; for  each  6-gun  battery,  3  wall  tents  for  officers;  for  each  4-gun 
battery,  2  wall  tents  for  officers;  shelter  tents,  same  allowance  as  for 
infantry  and  cavalry  regiments. 

8.  For  artillery  ammunition  trains,  the  number  of  wagons  will  be 
determined  and  assigned  upon  the  following  rules  :  Multiply  the 
number  of  12-pounder  guns  by  122  and  divide  by  113;  multiply  the 
number  of  rifled  guns  by  50  and  divide  by  140;  multiply  the  number 
of  30-pounder  guns  by  2;  multiply  the  number  of  4^-inch  guns  by 
2^;  multiply  the  number  of  rifled  guns  in  horse  batteries  by  100  and 
divide  by  140.  For  the  general  supply  train  of  reserve  ammunition 
of  30  rounds  to  each  gun  in  the  army,  to  be  kept  habitually  with  Ar- 
tillery Reserve,  the  following  formula  will  apply:  Multiply  the 
number  of  12-pounder  guns  by  30,  divide  by  112^number  of  wagons; 
multiply  the  number  of  rifled  guns  by  30,  divide  by  140^number  of 
wagons.  To  every  1,000  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  small-arm 
ammunition,  5  wagons;  for  Artillery  Reserve,  for  carrying  fuses, 
primers,  and  powder,  3  wagons. 

9.  The  supply  trains  will  be  as  follows:  To  each  1,000  men,  cavalry 
and  infantry,  for  forage,  quartermaster's  stores,  subsistence,  &c.,  7 
wagons;  to  each  cavalry  division,  for  carrying  forage  for  cavalry 
horses,  30  wagons  additional;  to  each  battery,  for  carrying  its  pro- 
portion of  subsistence,  forage,  &c.,  3  wagons;  to  each  horse  battery, 
for  the  same  purpose,  4  wagons;  to  every  35  wagons  of  the  artillery 
ammunition  train  there  will  be  allowed  5  wagons  additional  for  car- 
rying forage  for  animals  of  ammunition  and  additional  wagons, 
baggage,  camp  equipage,  and  subsistence  of  wagon-masters  and  team- 
ters.  Nothing  but  ammunition  will  be  carried  in  the  artillery  am- 
munition train.  The  baggage  of  the  drivers  of  the  wagon  com- 
posing it  will  be  carried  in  the  additional  wagons  allowed  for  that 
purpose. 

To  each  1,500  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  hospital  supplies,  3 
wagons;  to  each  brigade  of  artillery,  for  hospital  supplies,  1  wagon; 
to  each  army  corps,  except  the  cavalry,  for  intrenching  tools,  &c. ,  6 
wagons;  to  each  corps  headquarters,  for  the  carrying  of  subsistence, 
forage,  and  other  stores  not  provided  for  herein,  3  wagons;  to  each 
division  headquarters,  for  similar  purposes  as  above,  2  wagons ;  to 
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each,  brigade  headquarterSj  for  similar  purposes  as  above,  1  wagon; 
to  each  brigade  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  for  commissary 
stores  for  sales  to  officers,  1  wagon;  to  each  division  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  for  hauling  forage  for  ambulance  animals,  portable  forges, 
&C-,  2  wagons;  to  each  division,  cavalry  and  infantry,  for  carrying 
armorer's  tools,  parts  of  muskets,  extra  arms,  and  accouterments,  1 
wagon.  It  is  expected  that  each  ambulance  and  each  wagon,  except- 
ing those  of  the  artillery  ammunition  train,  will  carry  the  necessary 
forage  for  its  own  team. 

10.  If  corps,  di\'ision,  and  brigade  commanders  take  their  guards 
or  escorts  from  commands  already  furnished  with  the  full  allowance 
of  transportation,  a  corresponding  amount  should  be  ts/ken  with  them 
to  headquarters ;  but  if  they  have  not  been  provided  for  at  all,  then 
a  proper  number  of  wagons  will  be  transferred  by  the  depot  quarter- 
master, on  the  requisition  of  the  chief  quartermaster,  certified  to  and 
approved  by  the  commanding  general.  As  a  rule,  neither  quarter- 
master nor  commissary  sergeants  will  be  allowed  to  ride  public  horses. 

11.  It  has  been  decided  that  there  is  no  advantage  to  the  service, 
commensurate  with  the  expense,  in  keeping  up  regularly  organized 
pack  trains  with  mules  independent  of  the  wagons.  All  pack- 
saddles  now  on  hand  will  be  carried  in  the  wagons  of  the  ammuni- 
tion and  supply  trains,  not  to  exceed  2  to  a  wagon. 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  pack  officer's  baggage,  rations,  or 
ammunition  for  short  distances  over  rough  roads  and  broken  country, 
pack  trains  can  be  made  up  temporarily  by  taking  mules  from  the 
wagons,  not  to  exceed  2  to  any  1  wagon. 

There  will  be  allowed  to  each  corps  50  extra  mules,  to  supply 
losses  on  marches  and  for  packing. 

The  following  modification  of  Paragraph  1121,  Revised  Army- 
Regulations,  approved  by  the  War  Department,  General-in-Chier, 
Quartermaster-General,  and  the  general  commanding,  is  hereby  estab- 
lished, as  far  as  relates  to  this  army,  and  will  be  observed  until  other- 
wise ordered : 

The  maximum  allowance  of  forage  per  day  will  be,  for  horses,  10 
pounds  hay  and  14  pounds  grain;  for  mules,  10  pounds  hay  and  11 
pounds  grain,  and  when  short  forage  only  can  be  procured,  18  pounds 
of  grain  for  horses  and  15  pounds  of  gram  for  mules  can  be  issued 
as  the  daily  ration. 

When  the  army  is  on  the  march,  the  above  order  will  not  apply. 
The  wagons  will  carry  only  the  marching  ration  (10  pounds  average 
to  each  animal  per  day). 

This  increased  allowance  of  grain  is  intended  to  be  fed  only  when 
the  animals  are  at  rest,  after  long  marches,  to  recuperate  them,  and 
when  hay  cannot  be  procured. 

III.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken,  except  when  required  for 
the  public  service,  and  then  only  on  the  written  order  of  the  general 
commanding  the  army,  a  general  commanding  a  corps,  or  other  in- 
dependent commander. 

A  copy  of  the  order  and  receipts  for  the  property  taken  must  be 
left  with  the  owner  thereof,  and  a  report  of  all  property  captured 
from  the  enemy,  or  seized  for  the  public  service,  will  be  made  monthly 
to  the  chief  of  the  department,  at  these  headquarters,  to  which  it 
appertains. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutard-Oeneral, 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  42.  )  November  5,  1863. 

The  loss  in  officers  and  men  sustained  in  this  corps  at  the  hands  of 
guerrillas  during  the  past  few  days  demands  the  careful  attention  of 
all  to  prevent  a  recurrence  in  the  future.  The  command  is  admon- 
ished that  we  are  here  in  the  held  for  military  and  not  social  pur- 
poses. Visiting  in  the  families  of  the  country  in  which  our  opera- 
tions are  conducted,  riding  for  pleasure,  either  alone  or  in  small  par- 
ties, or  even  any  unnecessary  exposure  when  in  the  line  of  duty,  are 
directly  in  violation  of  every  recognized  military  principle.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  abstained  from  in  futiire.  Every  house  within  or 
without  the  lines  of  the  army  is  a  nest  of  treason,  and  every  grove 
a  lurking  place  for  guerrilla  bands.  They  are  on  that  account  to  be 
watched  and  avoided. 

Division  commanders  are  expressly  directed  to  give  to  this  matter 
their  earnest  attention. 

In  the  transmission  of  orders  or  the  conduct  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, care  will  be  taken  that  individuals  or  small  parties  are  not 
unnecessarily  exposed,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  confine  all 
officers  and  men  to  such  close  attention  to  their  duties  as  will  remove 
all  temptation  to  go  beyond  the  lines  of  their  immediate  command. 

Any  infringement  of  the  spirit  of  this  order  will  be  reported  to 
these  "headquarters,  that  the  appropriate  remedy  for  such  neglect  of, 
duty  may  be  promptly  applied. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pleasonton : 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  November  5,  1863—2  p.  m. 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Sullivan  reports  that  Captain  Bailey,  of  the  First  New 
York  Cavalry,  had  just  returned  from  a  scout,  bringing  1  major 
and  5  privates,  with  horses  and  equipments.     Killed  3  and  mortally 
wounded  1.     Imboden  is  again  threatening  our  lines  in  the  valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


November  6,  1863—7  p.  m. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

General  Kilpatrick  returned  from  Falmouth  last  evening,  having 
driven  the  enemy's  cavalry  across  the  river. 

A  movement  of  the  enemy's  infantry  down  the  river  was  reported 
jresterday.  Supposed  to  be  in  consequence  of  Kilpatrick's  opera- 
tions. 

This  morning  the  enemy  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  caused  my 
cavalry  pickets  at  that  point  to  retire  a  short  distance.  A  scout  just 
in  reports  Lee  having  reviewed  his  army  day  before  yesterday,  arid 
that  the  transportation  trains  had  been  increased;  also  a  general 
report  prevailing  in  the  rebel  army  that  a  movement  was  soon  to  be 
made. 
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I  had  intended  to-day  advancing  to  the  Rappahannock  at  the  rail- 
road crossing  and  Kelly's.  Ford,  and  attempting  the  passage  of  the 
river.  Indications  last  evening  of  a  storm  caused  a  postponement 
of  the  movement.  It  will  be  made  to-mori"Ow,  and  I  think  with  a 
favorable  result. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade, 

November  6,  1863. 
General  Btjford  : 

My  pickets  yesterday  reported  the  enemy  across  the  river  above 
Kelly's  Ford.  A  staff  officer  I  sent  out  by  Payne's  house  from 
here  found  the  enemy's  pickets  there,  but  not  in  force,  only  a  few 
vedettes. 

This  morning  the  enemy  crossed  above  Kelly's  Ford  (near 
Wheatley's,  I  believe)  and  drove  my  pickets  at  Kelly's  in.  The 
report  I  get  from  my  pickets  is  very  indefinite,  The  number  of 
the  enemy  is  not  reported,  nor  is  it  stated  how  far  my  pickets  were 
driven.  Captain  Feilner,  at  Morrisville,  with  the  reserve  of  the 
regiment  (the  First  Cavalry)  re-enforced  Sumner,  but  whether  he 
regained  his  former  position  or  not  is  not  stated.  The  enfemy  are 
on  this  side  the"  river.  My  pickets  on  Hartwood  Church  road  re- 
port that  Kilpatrick  returned  toward  Warrenton  Junction  yesterday 
morning.  I  nave  nothing  further  in  regard  to  the  enemy's  move- 
ment down  the  river.  The  enemy  hold  this  side  of  the  river  all 
the  way  from  Rappahannock  Bridge  to  below  Kelly's  Ford  now. 

I  sent  all  my  wagons  for  supplies  this  morning  to  Warrenton 
Junction.     I  have  sent  to  front  lor  more  definite  reports,  and  will 
send  them  in  as  soon  as  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — I  inclose  report*  I  have  from  picket. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade, 

November  6,  1863. 
[General  Buford  :] 

General  :  From  further  information  I  conclude  that  the  affair  at 
Kelly's  Ford  did  not  amount  to  much.  The  enemy  hold  this  side  of 
the  ford,  though.  Shall  I  drive  them  across  ?  I  would  do  so  with- 
out orders,  provided  our  entire  line  could  be  advanced,  and  thus 
some  good  result  from  a  fight.  My  picket  line  at  present  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  Both  parties  out  stand  a  chance  of  being  driven  in, 
and  have  to  travel  so  far  that  such  an  occurrence  would  be  extremely 
demoralizing  to  the  men.  There  is  no  additional  news. 
Very  respectfully, 

.  W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

November  6,  1863. 
Lieuteuant-Colonel  Smith  : 

I  have  told  Merritt  not  to  molest  the  pickets  at  Kelly's  unless  they 
attack  him,  but  to  watch  every  movement. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  6,  1863. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  for  to-morrow,  the  7th 
instant: 

1.  The  Sixth  Corps,  Major-General  Sedgwick  commanding,  will 
move  at  early  daylight  to-morrow,  and  take  position  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  the  left  resting  upon  the  railroad,  the  right  toward 
Beverly  Ford.  The  corps  will  move  by  way  of  Fayetteville,  and  so 
contract  its  march  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  route  of  the  Fifth 
Corps. 

2.  The  Fifth  Corps,  General  Sykes  commanding,  will  move  at  early- 
daylight  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps;  it  will 
move  by  way  of  Germantown  and  Bealeton,  and  will  leave  the  route 
along  the  Warrenton  Branch  Railroad  clear  for  the  Second  Corps. 

3.  Major-General  Sedgwick  will  command  the  Sixth  and  Fifth 
Corps,  which  will  compose  the  right  column.  He  will  relieve  the 
cavalry  pickets  on  his  front.  On  reaching  his  position,  his  pickets 
will  connect  with  those  of  the  column  at  Kelly's  Ford. 

4.  The  Third  Corps,  Major-General  French  commanding,  will 
move  at  early  daylight  to  Kelly's  Ford,  by  way  of  Elk  Run  and 
Morrisville. 

5.  The  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Warren  commanding,  will 
move  at  early  daylight  to  Kelly's  Ford,  taking  the  route  along  the 
Warrenton  Branch  Railroad  and  the  railroad  to  Bealeton,  and  thence 
by  the  Morrisville  road,  diverging  so  as  to  pass  by  Bowen's,  former 
headquarters  of  the  Twelfth  Corps. 

6.  The  First  Corps,  Major-General  Newton  commanding-,  leaving 
a  division  to  guard  the  railroad,  as  already  directed,  will  move  to 
Morrisville  by  way  of  Elk  Run,  following  the  Third  Corps,  and  be 
prepared  to  proceed  to  Kelly's  Ford. 

7.  Major-General  French  will  command  the  Third,  Second,  and 
First  Corps,  which  will  compose  the  left  column.  He  will  relieve 
the  cavalry  pickets  on  his  front,  and  connect  with  the  picket  line  of 
the  column  at  Rappahannock  Station. 

8.  The  chief  engineer  will  assign  an  officer  of  Engineers  to  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick  and  General  French.  He  will  assign  likewise  two 
bridges  to  the  column  at  Rappahannock  Station  and  two  bridges  to 
the  column  at  Kelly's  Ford.  The  remainder  of  the  bridge  train  will 
be  lield  at  Warrenton  Junction  and  Bealeton. 

9.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  assign  ten  of  the  siege  guns  to  Major- 
General  Sedgwick's  column,  and  the  remaining  four  to  General 
French's  column.     The  remainder  of  the  Reserve  Artillery,  with  its 
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train,  will  be  equally  distributed  at  Bealeton  and  Morrisville,  and 
held  ready  to  be  sent  to  the  columns. 

10.  Each  corps  will  take  with  it  so  much  of  its  small -arms  ammu- 
nition trains  as  will  give  40  rounds  to  the  troops,  its  intrenching 
tools,  ambulance  trains,  and  hospital  wagons.  None  of  these  trains, 
however,  will  cross  the  river,  excepting  ambulance  trains,  until 
specially  directed  to  do  so.  All  other  wagons  will  be  left  in  the 
rear — those  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  parked  at  Bealeton,  those 
of  the  Third,  Second,  and  First  at  Morrisville.  The  pioneers  will 
accompany  the  troops. 

11.  Buford's  division  of  cavalry  will  move  on  the  right  flank, 
cross  on  the  upper  fords,  and  force  the  passage  of  Hazel  River  at 
Rixeyville.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  direct  General  Buford  to 
communicate  and  -Co-operate  with  General  Sedgwick,  commanding 
right  column. 

General  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  will  operate  on  the  left 
flank,  crossing  at  Ellis'  or  Kemper's  Ford.  He  will  communicate  and 
co-operate  with  General  French,  commanding  left  column. 

General  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  held  in  reserve,  guard- 
ing the  trains  at  Bealeton  and  Morrisville,  and  keeping  open  the 
roads  communicating  between  the  columns  at  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion and  Kelly's  Ford,  and  between  Bealeton  and  Morrisville.  Gen- 
eral Buford  will  leave  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  the  signal  officer 
on  Watery  Mountain. 

12.  Headqiiarters  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  toll-gate  near 
Pane's  house. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  6,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commaiiding  Left  Column : 

General:  The  order  directing  the  movements  for  to-morrow, 
inclosed  herewith,*  assigns  you  to  the  command  of  the  left  column, 
composed  of  the  Third,  Second,  and  First  Corps,  which  is  to  effect 
a  crossing  of  the  river  at  Kelly's  Ford,  a  lodgment  on  the  heights 
overlooking  the  crossing,  and  then  moving  toward  Providence 
Church,  assist  the  operations  of  the  r^ght  column,  under  General 
Sedgwick,  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  his  position  near  Rappa- 
hannock Station.  Should  this  be  effected,  the  two  columns  will  move 
forward  to  Brandy  Station.  In  the  event  of  General  Sedgwick  not 
being  able  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  position  at  Rappahannock 
Station,  his  column  will  be  withdrawn  and  thrown  across  the  river 
at  Kelly's  Ford,  to  support  you  in  the  movement  to  Brandy  Station. 

The  main  force  of.  the  enemy  is  assembled  between  Brandy  Station 
Culpeper  Court-House,  and  Stevensburg.  He  hol'ds  Rappahannock 
Station  and  Kelly's  For.d  in  force,  with  infantry  (and  probably 
artillery)  at  Ellis'  Ford,  Beverly  Ford,  &c. ,  and  has  thrown  up  defen- 
sive works  at  the  crossings  of  the  river.  It  is  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore, that  he  will  oppose  your  crossing.    You  will  attack  him'  vigor- 

*  See  p.  425. 
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ously,  throwing  your  whole  force  upon  him,  should  it  be  necessary, 
and  drive  him  from  his  position,  and  secure  your  own  upon  the  high 
ground. 

The  movement  toward  Providence  Church  to  co-operate  with  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick  must  depend  upon  the  progress  he  has  made.  You 
will  maintain  communication  and  connection  with  him,  keeping 
yourself  advised  of  the  result  of  his  operations. 

Instructions  for  the  further  conduct  of  your  operations  will  be 
given  during  the  progress  of  those  just  indicated. 

Upon  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Ford  the  presence  of  your 
column  will  be  concealed  as  far  as  practicable  from  the  enemy. 
Preparations  for  eifecting  the  crossing  of  the  river  will  be  made 
during  the  night.  The  thief  engineer  will  furnish  two  bridges  for 
the  use  of  your  column  and  will  send  an  engineer  officer  for  your 
staff. 

The  chief  of  artillery  will  supply  you  with  four  siege  guns. 

General  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  will  cross  at  Ellis'  or 
Kemper's  Ford,  and  co-operate  upon  the  right.  He  will  communi- 
cate and  co-operate  with  you. 

A  copy  of  General  Sedgwick's  instructions  is  sent  herewith.  He 
is  furnished  with  a  copy  of  your  instructions.  A  tracing  from  a 
map  from  Rappahannock  Station  to  Kelly's  Ford  has  been  already 
sent  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenercd. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Right  Column: 

The  orders  directing  the  movements  for  to-morrow,  inclosed  here- 
with,* assign  you  the  command  of  the  column,  composed  of  your 
own  and  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  is  to  be  directed  against  the  enemy 
in  the  vicinity  of  Rappahannock  Station.  The  duty  devolving  upon 
you  is  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  positions  there  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  to  move  toward  Brandy  Station,  between 
which  locality,  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  Stevensburg  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy  is  now  collected,  the  crossing  at  Rappahannock 
Station  and  Kelly's  Ford  being  held  in  force  by  him  with  infantry, 
and  probably  artillery  at  Ellis'  Ford,  Beverly  Ford,  &c. 

Reaching  Rappahannock  Station  before  sunset,  the  enemy  should, 
if  practicable,  be  driven  from  this  side  of  the  river  at  once,  and  the 
operations  against  their  position  on  the  opposite  bank  be  commenced. 
In  connection  with  these  operations,  ten  siege-guns  will  be  sent  you 
from  the  Reserve  Artillery.  A  lodgment  on  the  opposite  bank  at 
Kelly's  Ford  and  an  advance  from  that  point  toward  Brandy  Sta- 
tion is  the  task  assigned  to  the  column  commanded  by  General 
French,  between  whom  and  yourself  constant  communication  and 
connection  will  be  kept  up  during  your  operations  against  the  posi- 
tion at  Rappahannock  Station  and  his  against  that  at  Kelly's  Ford, 
and  during  the  advance  of  each  upon  Brandy  Station. 

♦Seep.  425. 
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The  nature  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Eappahannock  Station  will 
be  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  statement  that  he  holds  a  small  redoubt 
on  this  side,  near  the  railroad  bridge,  with  rifle-pits,  the  redoubt  and 
rifle-pit  on  the  hill  on  the  opposite  bank  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
the  wooded  hill  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  which  commands  the  level 
ground  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  on 
the  other.  This  hill  extends  a  considerable  distance  nearly  jjarallel 
with  the  line  of  railroad.  Upon  this  hill  and  others  on  the  right  of 
the  railroad,  it  is  highly  probable  that  defensive  works  have  been 
thrown  up.  There  is  some  high  ground  upon  this  side  the  river, 
near  Norman's  Ford,  which,  it  is  understood,  will  admit  of  several 
batteries  being  placed  in  position  against  the  wooded  hill  on  the 
opposite  bank. 

The  contingency  should  be  held  in  view  of  your  being  withdrawn 
from  Rappahannock  Station  and  thrown  across  at  Kelly's  Ford,  in 
the  event  of  your  not  being  able  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his 
position  at  Rappahannock  Station. 

General  Buford's  cavalry  division  is  directed  to  operate  upon  the 
right  flank  and  force  a  crossing  at  Rixeyville.  He  will  be  directed 
to  communicate  and  co-operate  with  you. 

A  copy  of  General  French's  instructions  is  inclosed  herewith.* 
He  is  furnished  with  a  copy  of  yours. 

A  rough  sketch  of  the  vicinity  of  Rappahannock  Station,  made 
by  Captain  Mendell,  accompanies  this.  A  tracing  of  the  map,  in- 
cluding Rappahannock  Station  and  Kelly's  Ford,  has  already  been 
sent  you. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  6,  1863 — 3.15  p.m. 

In  the  movements  ordered  for  to-morrow,  November  7,  general 
headquarters  will  be  at  Carter's  house,  on  the  road  to  Kelly's  Ford 
that  leaves  the  road  from  Bealeton  to  Morrisville  about  midway 
between  the  two  places,  instead  of  at  Payne's  house,  as  heretofore 
indicated. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


November  7,  1863—12  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick  : 

Do  you  think  you  can  hold  the  fords  in  the  vicinity  of  Rappahan- 
nock Station  with  two  of  your  divisions  and  all  your  artillery  ?  If 
the  column  from  Kelly's  Ford  advances  and  engages  in  battle,  I 
desire  to  make  it  as  strong  as  possible,  as  it  will,  undoubtedly,  have 
to  meet  the  main  rebel  army,  and  I  ought  to  leave  some  force  at 
Kelly's  Ford.    Let  me  know  at  once. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Cojnmanding. 

*  See  p.  426. 
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November  7,  1863—9  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

I  advanced  to-day  with  the  army  to  the  Rappahannock.  Major- 
General  Sedgwick,  in  command  of  the-  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps,  ad- 
vanced to  the  railroad  crossing,  where  he  drove  the  enemy  to  the 
river,  assaulted  and  captured  two  redoubts  with  artillery  on  this 
side,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  Major-General  French,  com- 
manding the  Third,  Second,  and  part  of  the  First  Corps,  advanced 
to  Kelly's  Ford,  driving  the  enemy  in  small  force  across  the  river, 
secured  a  lodgment  on  the  other  side,  and  captured  several  hundred 
prisoners  at  the  ford.  The  advance  and  attack  will  be  continued 
to-morrow.  Prisoners  report  Swell's,  Hill's,  and  part  of  Longstreet's 
corps  at  present  under  command  of  General  Lee. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


November  7,  1863—10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

General  Sedgwick  reports  capturing  this  p.  m.  in  his  operations  4 
colonels,  3  lieutenant-colonels,  many  other  officers,  and  over  800  men, 
togetlier  with  4  battle-flags.  General  French  captured  over  400  pris- 
oners, officers  and  men. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
Grove  Church,   Va.,  November  7,  1863 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pleasonton: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  Grove  Church. 
Two  regiments  of  Hampton's  division  of  cavalry  are  on  this  river. 
We  had  a  skirmish  at  Grove  Church  with  a  portion  of  this  force. 
We  have  captured  1  prisoner.  He  informs  me  that  the  most  of  their 
infantry,  the  day  before  yesterday,  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Stevens- 
burg.  I  have  sent  a  stafE  officer  to  communicate  with  Major-General 
French  at  Morrisville.  I  have  2,300  effective  men  ready  for  any  duty 
you  may  please  to  assign  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  Third  Cavalry  Division. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Mount  Holly  Church,  November  7,.  1863 — 2  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr  will  look  out  for  the  left  and  support  all 
the  batteries  on  the  left.     He  will  picket  at  least  a  mile  to  the  left. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

J.  C.  BRISCOE, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hdqbs.  Left  Column,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Mount  Holly  Church,  November  7,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 

Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  head  of  my  column  is  across  the  river.     Captured  300  pris- 
oners.   Troops  fording.     Division  across. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCP, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding, 


Near  New  Baltimore, 
November  7,  [1863]— 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pleasonton: 

My  command  is  on  General  Sedgwick's  right.  I  found  a  corn-field, 
and  have  halted  to  feed.  I  sent  a  party  to  White  Plains.  No  en- 
emy there.    I  await  further  orders. 

JNO.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 

[Indorsement.] 

Orders  have  been  sent. 

A.  PLEASONTON. 


November  7,  1863—4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Bight  Column: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
French  has  effected  a  crossing  and  lodgment  at  Kelly's  Ford — one 
division  already  over.  The  indications  are  that  the  battle  will  be 
fought  within  a  mile  of  Kelly's  Ford.  He  desires  to  know  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  your  front;  what  the  force  of  the  enemy  is,  and  how 
posted.  If  you  are  not  confident  of  being  able  to  cross  to-night 
(Norman's  Ford  he  indicates  as  probably  the  best  point),  he  desires 
you  to  hold  your  command  ready  to  be  transferred  to-night  to 
Kelly's  Ford,  and  cross  there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Stevensburg,  November  7,  1863 — i.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Kilpatrick  has 
driven  the  enemy  out  of  Stevensburg  and  he  is  now  retiring  in  the 
direction  of  Culpeper,  and  now  is  at  the  base  of  Pony  Mountain. 
Large  number  of  infantry  of  Ewell's  and  Hill's  corps  passed  through 
this  place  last  night  toward  Culpeper.  They  were  moving  all  night. 
He  will  hold  this  place  until  further  orders,  not  deeming  it  prudent 
to  8|4vance  farther.  We  have  only  encountered  cavalry. 
Yery  respectfully,  ypur  Qbegient  servant, 

•    ■     "      '■     GEORGE  W.  YATES, 

J.ide-(k-CQimp. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  9,  [1863]— 8.30  a.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

This  is  a  report  of  General  Kilpatrick's  movements. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Kelhfs  Ford,  Va.,  November  7,  1863—4.45  p.  m. 

General  Carr,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  leave  one  brigade 
to  support  the  left  near  Mount  Holly  Church  and  mass  the  others  in 
rear  of  the  pontoon  bridge,  preparatory  to  crossing  the  river. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

J.  C.  BRISCOE, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Column,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  7,  1863—5.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
This,  is  the  state  of  things  now :    The  Third  Corps  is  crossing  the 
bridge  and  getting  in  position ;  the  Second  is  massed  near.     One 
bridge  is  down  and  another  in  progress.     The  enemy  occupy  a  rifle- 
pit  covering  the  road  to  Brandy.     I  hope  to  have  it  before  d.ark. 

Should  Sedgwick  have  to  come  this  way,  there  is  room  for  him. 
Should  there  be  an  advance  of  the  whole  army  here,  it  must  for  a 
while  be  a  bushwhacking  affair  until  we  seize  the  plains  beyond.  I 
will  force  the  fighting  as  early  to-morrow  as  the  troops  can  see.  The 
pickets  are  ordered  to  push  out  to-night. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Kelly's  Ford,  Va.,  November  7,  1863—5.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr  will  order  the  brigade  and  batteries  left  at 
Mount  Holly  to  join  his  command.     He  will  leave  one  regiment  to 
support  battery  of  heavy  guns. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

J.  C.  BRISCOE, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


November  7,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Bight  Column: 
The  major-general  commanding  is  anxiously  waiting  your  reply  to 
the  aote  of  4  p.  m.    In  the  event  of  your  consideriBg  that  you  oanoot 
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cross,  lie  desires  to  know  what  force  of  infantry  you  would  require, 
supposing  you  retain  your  artillery,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  cross- 
ing to  this  side. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
Grove  Church,   Va.,  November  7,  1863 — 7.15  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith,  . 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps  : 
Colonel  :  My  people  are  at  Ellis'  Ford  and  have  only  seen  a  small 
force  of  cavalry.  I  have  heard  from  General  French.  He  has  a  di- 
vision of  infantry  across  the  river,  and  was,  at  5  p.  m.,  laying  the 
pontoons.  He  reports  the  enemy  in  rifle-pits  about  a  mile  from 
Kelly's  Ford.  The  whole  country  here  is  full  of  bushwhackers,  and 
several  of  my  men  have  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  Any  mes- 
senger you  may  send  should  have  a  strong  escort.  I  shall  be  at  Ellis' 
Ford  ready  to  cross  at  an  early  hour. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Comdg.  Third  Cavalry  Division, 


Sulphur  Springs,  November  7,  [1863]. 
Colonel  Smith: 

It  will  be  dark  before  all  of  General  Gregg's  pickets  can  be  re- 
lieved. To-morrow  morning  early  I  will  cross  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
and  try  to  force  a  crossing  of  Hazel  Run,  after  which  I  will  try  to 
join  the  right  of  Sedgwick.  My  headquarters  to-night  are  1  mile  in 
rear  of  Sulphur  Springs. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD. 


November  7,  1863—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  JRignt  Column: 
Rodes'  division  of  Ewell's  corps  is  at  Kelly's  Ford.  French's  com- 
mand is  now  crossing.  He  had  one  bridge  down  at  5  p.  m.,  and 
another  under  way.  He  captured  300  prisoners.  Your  three  dis- 
patches are  received,  that  announcing  the  capture  of  the  redoubts 
since  I  began  this  dispatch.  The  major-general  commanding  desire^ 
to  know  whether  the  enemy's  bridge  is  still  down,  and  whether  you 
can  throw  a  bridge  across  at  once  at  Norman's  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

,,  .      „  ,  ^  November  7,  1863—8.30  p.  m; 

Major-General  French,  -^ 

Commanding  Left  Colwmn: 
I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  General  Sedgwick  took  the 
rifle-pits  on  this  side  the  river  this  afternoon  aad  carried  the  two 
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redoubts  on  this  side  the  river  by  assault  about  dusK,  capturing  4 
pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  A  second  dispatch 
from  him  says  he  has  captured  4  colonels,  3  lieutenant-colonels 
among  other  officers,  and  more  than  800  men;  also,  4  battle-flags. 

General  Kilpatrick  is  ordered  to  cross  at  Kelly's  Ford  at  daylight 
and  report  to  you.  He  will  cover  your  left  flank  and  look  out  for 
the  enemy  toward  Mountain  Run  and  Stevensburg. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  7,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick,  Commanding  Right  Colwmn: 

The  major-general  commanding  is  anxiously  waiting  your  reply 
to  the  dispatch  sent  at  8.30  p.  m.,  inquiring  whether  you  can  throw 
a  bridge  across  at  once  at  Norman's  Ford.  Do  the  enemy  occupy 
the  heights  overlooking  the  point  where  Newtou  had  his  lower 
bridge  ?   Please  answer  at  once,  as  time  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  7,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgw^ick,  Commanding  Right  Column: 

Your  dispatch  respecting  the  number  and  rank  of  prisoners  you 
have  -captured  is  received.  The  major-general  commanding  is 
highly  gratified  at  the  brilliant  manner  in  which  your  operations 
have  been  commenced. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  7,  1863—10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Left  Column: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  where  General 
Newton's  command  is,  and  at  what  hour  he  will  probably  be  over  the 
river.  If  he  is  not  ordered  down  to  Kelly's  Ford,  he  should  be 
ordered  to  be  down  at  early  daylight.  What  indication  have  you  of 
the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  in  your  front,  and  how 'far  out 
on  the  roads  have  your  reconnaissances  or  scouts  been  ? 

I  sent  you  a  dispatch  by  your  orderly,  telling  you  Sedgwick  had 
carried  the  rifle-pits  and  redoubts  this  side  the  river.  Captured 
1,000  prisoners,  4  colonels,  3  lieutenant-colonels,  4  guns,  4  battle- 
flags.  Kilpatrick  will  cross  at  Kelly's  Ford  at  daylight  and  cover 
your  left,  and  look  out  for  the  enemy  toward  Mountain  Run  and 
Stevensburg. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

11.45  p.  m. 
P.  S. — Kilpatrick  will  cross  at  Ellis'  Ford  or  Kemper's,  instead  of 
Kelly's. 
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Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Kelly sville,  November  7,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Colonel  :  It  is  reported  that  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
has  been  seen,  passing  a  fire  for  half  an  hour  in  front  of  General 
Prince's  line.  The  fire  bears  west  by  south  from  this  [Kelly's] 
house,  and  the  column  passed  to  the  left.  The  fire  has  just  now 
burned  so  low  as  not  to  show  the  figures  passing.  The  negro  who 
lives  there  says  the  enemy  have  large  camps  to  our  left  front  in  the 
woods. 


Very  respectfully, 


D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


November  7, 1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Bight  Column: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  Fifth  Corps,  Gen- 
eral Sykes,  move  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to  Kelly's  Ford, 
by  the  road  running  past  Payne's  house  and  the  toll-gate,  and  be 
held  ready  to  cross  tne  river.  You  will  also  direct  two  brigades  of 
your  corps  (Sixth)  to  follow  Sykes  to  Kelly's  Ford  and  protect  the 
bridges  and  fords  there.  A  brigade  \dll  probably  be  found  sufiicieut 
to  guard  Norman's  Ford.  You  will  open  upon  the  enemy's  works  at 
daylight,  and  make  every  demonstration  as  if  you  intended  to 
cross  in  force,  and,  if  you  should  find  it  practicable,  you  will  effect  a 
lodgment  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  force  that  crosses  at  Kelly's 
Ford  will  move  in  such  a  manner  that  a  portion  of  it  will  be  directed 
against  the  enemy  near  Providence  Church,  in  order  to  open  commu- 
nication with  you  and  allow  you  to  cross.  Keep  the  commanding 
general  constantly  advised  of  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  as 
ascertained  by  you  and  of  his  movements. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  November  7  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 
General  Kelley,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
General  Sullivan,  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. : 

More  troops  will  be  sent  west  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
early  next  week.  See  that  the  road  is  well  guarded,  and  telegraph 
if  you  think  that  there  is  any  serious  danger. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  November  7, 1863—5.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
I  believe  that  all  bands  of  guerrillas  are  below  Strasburg.     I  have 
a  cavalry  force  up  the  valley  that  will  go  through  Front  Royal  to- 
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night,  and,  by  way  of  Luray,  to  Edenburg.  I  have  300  cavalry  at 
Strasburg,  with  orders  to  watch  all  movements  up  that  way.  I  will 
increase  infantry  guards  on  all  bridges  immediately.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  need  to  fear  any  interruption. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Harper's  Ferry,  November  7,  1863. 
General  Kelley: 

Major  Rust,  of  General  Rodes'  staflf,  Ewell's  corps,  is  here,  my 
prisoner.  He  says  that  General  Lee  has  but  two  corps ;  that  they 
are  being  filled  up  with  conscripts,  but  do  not  expect  a  fight  this  fall 
or  winter,  and  that  they  will  make  a  raid  through  the  valley  to  col- 
lect supplies.  The  two  corps  with  General  Lee  are  Hill's  and  Ewell's. 
My  scouts  are  out. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Near  Rappahannock  Station,  Va., 
November  8, 1863—8  p.  m.     (Received  10.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 
This  morning,  on  advancing  from  Kelly's  Ford,  it  was  found  the 
enemy  had  retired  during  the  night.  The  morning  was  so  smoky 
and  hazy,  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  at  Rappahannock  Station 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  not  till  the  arrival  of  the  col- 
umn from  Kelly's  Ford  it  was  definitely  known  the  position  at  Rap- 
pahannock Station  was  evacuated.  The  army  was  put  in  motion, 
and  the  pursuit  continued  by  the  infantry  to  Brandy  Station  and  by 
the  cavalry  beyond.  Maior-General  Sedgwick  reports  ofl&ci9.11y  the 
capture  of  4  guns,  8  battle-flags,  and  over  1,500  prisoners.  Major- 
General  French  took  over  400  prisoners.  Sedgwick's  loss  about  300 
killed  and  wounded;  French s,  about  70.  The  conduct  of  both 
officers  and  men  in  each  affair  was  most  admirable. 

It  will  be  necessary  before  I  make  any  farther  advance  to  repair 
the  railroad  to  the  Rappahannock,  which  the  engineers  say  will  take 
five  days. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  8,  1863—13.06  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Bimey,  commanding  Thira  Corps,  reports  a  column  of 
the  enemy  passing  to  his  left  for  the  last  half  hour  by  the  light  of  a 
fire  burning  west  by  south  from  Kelly's  house.  The  fire  is  so  low 
now  as  not  to  show  the  figures  passing.  A  negro  who  lives  there 
says  the  enemy  have  large  camps  on  my  left  front,  in  the  woods. 
Major-General  Newton  has  not  yet  reported  to  me,  and  I  do  not  know 
where  the  First  Corps  is. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Third  Corps. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

Kelly sville,  Va.,  November  8,  1863—12.50  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Carr,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  at  day- 
light carry  the  hill  in  his  front,  which  commands  this  position.  He 
will  be  supported  by  General  Prince  with  his  entire  command  on  his 
immediate  right.  General  Ward,  with  the  First  Division,  will  ad- 
vance so  as  to  keep  up  the  connection  with  the  Second  Division. 

The  chief  of  artillery  will  order  a  battery  to  report  to  each  division 
commander,  and  will  place  the  remaining  batteries  in  position  to 
cover  this  advance. 

The  columns  of  attack  will  be  formed  according  to  the  circular  of 
the  6tli  instant  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bimey: 

J.  C.  BRISCOE, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  8,  186.3—7.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Ward,  commanding  First  Division,  will  flank 
the  batteries  attached  to  his  division  with  a  column  of  infantry  on 
both  sides  wherever  practicable.     He  will  also  flank. the  reserve  bat- 
teries in  his  rear  in  same  manner. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

J.  C.  BRISCOE, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


November  8,  1863—7.40  a.  m. 
[General  Humphreys:] 

If  General  Sedgwick  has  crossed,  I  would  like  to  send  the  Second 
Corps  to  Stevensburg. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  8,  1863, 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Major-General  Birney  reports  that  the  enemy  has  left 
his  front.  Johnson  went  to  Brandy  Station  and  across  Mountain 
Run. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General.  , 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  8,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

Move  forward  from  Paoli  Mills,  half  way  to  Stevensburg,  where  a 
road  to  Brandy  Station  branches.     If  you  can  find  a  road  on  north 
side  of  Mountain  Run,  use  it  in  preference. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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November  8,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 
What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  your  front  now  ? 
Enemy  retiring  toward  Stevensburg  and  Brandy  Station.    Bimey 
with  Third  Corps  moving  toward  Providence  Church,  to  open  com- 
munication with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


NovEMBEK  8,  1863—9.15  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 
Order  up  your  brigade  at  Norman's  Ford,  if  you  require  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  8,  1863 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

Is  not  the  column  reported  by  General  Shaler,  Birney  with  Third 
Corps  ?  Does  he  know  Birney  is  moving  to  open  communication 
with  you  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  8,  1863—11  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

Move  forward  to  Brandy  Station,  connecting  with  the  Third  Corps 
on  your  left.     Leave  Shaler's  brigade  to  guard  trains  and  bridges. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Kelly's,  November  8,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  send- to  the 
front  and  ascertain  the  probable  force  and  position  of  the  enemy 
near  Brandy  Station.  General  Warren,  at  Thorn's  Hill,  reports  that 
the  enemy  are  probably  concentrating  at  Brandy  Station. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  near  Brandy  Station, 

November  8,  1863—1.17  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  head  of  my  column  is  occupying  Brandy  Station.     I  have 
ordered  up  the  division  of  Second  Corps  and  First  Corps,  and  will 
a,wait  orders  when  they  are  in  position. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers, 
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November  8,  1863—12.30  p.  m. 
Covimanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  12  m.  just  received.     The  Third  Corps  was  ordered 
to  move  forward  to  Brandy  Station  at  11  a.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 
November  8,  1863—7.30  p.  m.     (Received  8.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
Imboden  is  certainly  on  Cedar  Creek,  near  Strasburg,  with  two 
regiments  of  infantry  and  his  cavalry  force.  I  suppose  he  means  to 
attack  between  Martinsburg  and  Cherry  Run.  I  have  800  cavalry 
at  Newtown,  and  will  re-enforce  Martinsburg  with  two  regiments 
of  infantry  to-night,  increasing  my  guards  at  the  bridges  along  the 
road.     I  have  the  rebel  mail,  dated  November  4,  1863. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Clarksburg, 
November  8,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling: 
General  Averell  attacked  Jackson's  forces  at  Mill  Point,  in  Poca- 
hontas County,  on  the  5th  instant,  and  drove  him  from  his  position 
with  trifling  loss.  Jackson  fell  back  to  the  summit  of  Droop  Mount- 
ain, where  he  was  re-enforced  by  General  Echols,  with  Patton's 
brigade  and  one  regiment  from  Jenkins'  command.  The  position 
was  naturally  a  very  strong  one,  and  was  strengthened  by  breast- 
works commanding  the  roads.  General  Averell  turned  the  enemy's 
left  with  his  infantry,  and  attacked  him  in  front  with  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted. 

The  victory  was  decisive,  and  the  enemy's  retreat  became  a  total 
rout,  his  forces  throwing  away  their  arms  and  scattering  in  every 
direction.  The  cavalrjr  pursued  until  dark,  capturing  many  prison- 
ers and*  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  &c.  All  the 
enemy's  wounded  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  is  about  100. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
November  9,  1863—8  p.  m.     (Received  10.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

Buford's  division  of  cavalry  that  operated  on  my  right  flank, 
crossed  the  Hazel  River  at  Rixeyville  and  pursued  the  enemy  yester- 
day to  the  vicinity  of  Culpeper,  which  place  he  occupied  this  morn- 
ing.    Kilpatrick's   division   drove  the  enemy  from   Stevensburg 
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toward  Raccoon  Ford.  The  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
cavalry  force,  have  all  recrossed  the  Rapidan.  From  the  number 
of  huts,  the  corduroyed  roads,  and  information  derived  from  citi- 
zens, it  is  evident  the  enemy  contemplated  wintering  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Rapidan,  and  did  not  expect  a  resumption  of 
active  operations  on  my  part. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Column,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Mount  HoUy  Church,  November  9,  1863 — 1.15  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General:  General  Newton  has  just  sent  to  me  a  staff  officer.  He 
has  two  divisions  massed  at  Morrisville.  I  ordered  a  brigade  to 
report  at  daylight,  but  will  direct  his  entire  command  to  move. 

The  enemy  are  reported  moving  to  the  left  of  my  front,  probably 
on  the  Stevensburg  road.  They  still  hold  a  rifle-pit  at  the  woods,  a 
mile  in  front  of  the  ford  and  covering  the  Brandy  Station  road.  It 
would  have  been  attacked  last  evening,  but  General  Prince  reported 
that  he  was  afraid  he  would  bring  on  a  general  engagement  (?).  It 
will  be  attacked  at  daylight,  and  I  presume  it  is  strongly  re-enforced. 
My  skirmishers  and  pickets  are  in  the  woods  on  the  right  and  nearly 
enfilading  the  work. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commxinding. 

(IndOTsement.] 

November  9,  1863. 

General  Prince  stated  to  General  Meade  that  he  desired  to  attack, 
and  asked  authority  for  it,  but  was  refused. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  9,  186.3—11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  An  officer  from  General  Kilpatrick  has  just  reported, 
and  states  he  is  picketing  within  3  miles  of  Raccoon  Ford,  up  to  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets,  which  extend  to  Pony  Mountain.  The 
enemy  still  have  a  force  at  Culpeper,  but  General  Kilpatrick  thinks 
that,  with  infantry  to  support  him,  he  can  take  Pony  Mountain  and 
see  what  is  going  on.  Some  infantry  and  cavalry  were  seen  going 
out  the  Sperryville  road  this  morning.  Shall  Kilpatrick  make  the 
attempt  for  Pony  Mountain? 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General, 
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Brandy  Station,  Va.,  near  Culpeper, 

November  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General  :  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  a  column  of  rebel  in- 
fantry was  on  yesterday  evening  marchingtoward  Cedar  Mountain 
and  one  of  cavalry  toward  Sperryville.  Detachments  of  infantry 
and  cavalry  (not  in  force)  are  seen  leaving  Culpeper  on  the  Sperry- 
ville pike.  The  rebel  pickets  are  in  heavy  line  between  Pony 
Mountain  across  the  country  to  the  hills  on  the  south  of  the  rail- 
road and  in  front  of  Culpeper. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 

[P.  S.] — Kilpatrick  could  take  Pony  Mountain  if  supported  by 
infantrv. 


November  9,  1863— 12  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps  :  ,  . 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  major-general  commanding  di- 
rects that  you  send  a  support  of,,  infantry  to  General  Kilpatrick  to 
enable  him  to  take  Pony  Mountain.  Your  dispatch  inquiring  as  to 
the  position  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  was  received  last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CircuXiAR.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  9, 1863—12  m. 

The  organization  of  the  army  into  two  columns  made  for  the  pass- 
age of  the  Rappahannock  is  hereby  broken  up  and  corps  commanders 
will,  as  heretofore,  report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 
Bv  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  9,  1863—12  m. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered  and  wiU  take  place 
at  once: 

1.  The  Fifth  Corps,  Major-General  Sykes,  will  take  position  on 
north  side  of  Mountain  Run,  at  Paoli  Mills,  sending  a  division  to 
Kelly's  Ford  to  guard  the  bridges.  This  division  wiU  post  a  bri- 
gade midway  between  Bealeton  and  Morrisville,  at  the  point  where 
the  road  to  Kelly's  Ford  running  to  Carter's  house  leaves  the  Mor- 
risville road.  The  division  will  picket  so  as  to  cover  the  supply 
trains  moving  by  that  route  and  the  working  party  on  the  rail- 
road. 

2.  The  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Warren,  will  take  post  be- 
tween Paoli  Mills  and  Brandy  Station  in  such  manner  as  to  have 
good  communication  with  the  corps  at  those  two  points. 
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3.  The  Third  Corps,  Major-General  French,  will  remain  at  Brandy- 
Station. 

4.  The  Sixth  Corps,  Major-General  Sedgwick,  will  move  to. Wei- 
ford's  Ford,  on  Hazel  River.  The  division  of  this  corps  at  Kelly's 
Ford  and  Rappahannock  Station  will  rejoin  the  corps  upon  being 
relieved. 

5.  The  First  Corps,  Major-General  Newton,  will  be  placed  as  fol- 
lows: One  division  at  Rappahannock  Station,  with  a  brigade  at 
Beverly  Ford ;  the  three  brigades  of  another  division  will  be,  one 
at  Bealeton,  one  at  Liberty,  and  one  near  the  railroad  at  crossing  of 
Licking  Run.  These  two  divisions  will  picket  so  as  to  cover  the 
supply  trains  passing  along  the  route  of  the  railroad  and  the  work- 
ing parties  on  the  road. 

The  division  of  the  First  Corps  now  guarding  the  railroad  from 
Manassas  to  Warrenton  Junction  will  remain  as  now  posted.  The 
protection  of  the  railroad  is  assigned  to  Major-General  Newton. 

6.  The  Artillery  Reserve  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Rappahannock 
Station. 

7.  One  brigade  of  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will  take  post  at 
Morrisville,  and  will  picket  toward  Hartwood  Church  and  the  cross- 
ings of  the  Lower  Rappahannock.  The  other  brigade  will  take 
post  at  Fayetteville,  and  picket  toward  Waterloo  and  beyond  War- 
renton. 

Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  will  take  post  at  Stevensburg  and 
picket  toward  the  crossings  of  the  Rapidan  below  the  railroad 
crossing. 

Buford's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  posted  at  Culpeper  Court- 
House,  and  will  picket  toward  the  crossings  of  Robertson's  River 
and  toward  the  right. 

8.  Headquarters  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Brandy  Station. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Cavaley  Coeps, 

November  9,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davies, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

Geneeal  :  You  will  move  your  command  to-morrow  morning  to 
Deep  Run, between  Hartwood  and  Grove  Church,  on  the  Morrisville 
road. 

You  will  take  on  your  horses  14  pounds  of  grain  and  three  days'  , 
rations.  You  will  see  to  this  personally,  on  an  inspection  which 
you  will  make  of  your  command,  that  each  man  has  three  days' 
rations  and  14  pounds  of  grain  before  you  march.  You  will  place 
every  man  capable  of  doing  duty,  now  (jn  special  duty  (provided  he 
can  be  spared  from  that  duty),  in  the  ranks,  that  your  command  may 
be  as  strong  and  efficient  as  possible. 

All  dismounted  men  and  men  having  unserviceable  horses  will 
report  at  daylight  to  the  division  quartermaster. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  9,  1863—2  p,  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  ordered  a  division  to  support  Kilpatrick.  General  Buford 
has  since  reported  here  through  Culpeper.  The  movement  may 
require  the  advance  of  the  corps,  for  which  I  have  prepared. 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding,  G.  G.  Meade,  has 
passed  Rappahannock  River  on  his  way  here,  where  his  headquar- 
ters will  he  to-night.     Cannot  reach  him  with  this  dispatch. 
Very  respectftilly, 

W.  C.  HALL, 

Operator. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  9,  1863—6.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  General  French  to 
give  General  Kilpatrick  sufficient  infantry  support  to  enable  him  to 
secure  Pony  Mountain.     Direct  General  Kilpatrick  to  secure  it. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 
Brandy  Station,  Va.,  November  9,  1863 — 7.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  have  communicated  with  General  Kilpatrick.    He  has  possession 
of  Pony  Mountain. 

I  have  withdrawn  my  supporting  force  and  placed  them  in  line  at 
this  place. 

Resi)ectfully,  &c., 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


November  9,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Kilpatrick  has  possession  of  Pony  Mountain,  and  that  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  send  forward  the  division  which  you  were 
ordered  to  have  sent  to  support  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hareisburg,  Pa.,  November  9,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

There  are  threatenings  and  serious  disturbances  in  the  coal  region. 
Can  I  withdraw  infantry  from  Maryland  ? 

D.  N.  COUCH, 
Major-  General. 

Washington,  November  9,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

I  have  seen  your  dispatches  about  operations  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock on  Saturday,  and  I  wish  to  say,  "Well  done."  Do  the  1,500 
prisoners  reported  by  General  Sedgwick  include  the  400  taken  by 
General  French,  or  do  the  whole  amount  to  1,900  ? 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  November  9,  186.3 — 9. 50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  : 

Authority  to  withdraw  your  infantry  from  Maryland  has  already 
been  given  through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneralr-in-  Chief. 

Special  Orders,  |  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  497.  )  Washington,  November  9,  1863. 

*  «  i|E  «  «  4c  4> 

III.  A  Board  of  Officers,  to  consist  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Barry, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieutenant-colonel  First  U.  S.  Artillery;  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieutenant-colonel  U.  S.  Engineers; 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  CuUum,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieutenant-colonel  U. 
S.  Engineers;  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  De  Russy,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  captain 
Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery;  and  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  additional 
aide-de-camp,  major  tJ .  S.  Engineers,  will  meet  in  this  city  on  the 
10th  day  of  November,  1863,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  armaments  of  the  works  constituting 
the  defenses  of  Washington. 

The  Board  will  report  upon  the  points  to  be  presented  to  them  in 
a  letter  of  instructions,  and  will  make  any  other  recommendations 
which  in  their  judgment  may  seem  proper. 

The  Chiefs  of  Engineers  and  of  Artillery  will  furnish  all  informa- 
tion required  by  the  Board,  and  the  report  of  the  Board  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  comment  or  approval. 

The  junior  member  will  record  the  proceedings. 

******* 

XIIL  Brig.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  re- 
lieved from  command  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  will  report  for 
duty  in  the  War  Department. 

*  ■*  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.—.        .     f  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  Q,  1863. 

In  honor  of  the  gallant  dead,  who  fell  while  serving  their  country 
in  its  hour  of  peril— who,  to  save  their  country's  honor,  laid  down 
their  young  lives  on  its  altar,  and  whose  memories  should  be  pre- 
served by  us  and  coming  generations  as  models  of  fidelity  and 
truth— ^the  several  redoubts  constructed  and  now  constructing  for 
the  defense  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  are  named  as  follows  : 

The  redoubt  on  right  of  line  in  rear  of  Portsmouth,  Fort  Wood- 
ruff, in  honor  of  Lieutenant  Woodruff,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  who 
fell  while  in  command,  of  his  battery  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
.  Center  redoubt,  same  line,  Fort  Hazlett,  in  honor  of  Lieutenant 
Hazlett,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  who  fell  while  commanding  his  bat- 
tery at  Gettysburg. 

Left  redoubt,  same  line,  Fort  Gushing,  in  honor  of  Lieutenant 
Gushing,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  who,  although  twice  severely 
wounded,  still  retained  command  of  his  pieces  until  he  received  his 
death  wound. 

Redoubt  on  Ferry  Point,  Fort  O'Rorke,  in  honor  of  Lieutenant 
O'Rorke,  U.  S.  Engineers,  colonel  commanding  One  hundred  and 
fortieth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  fell  while  gallantly  repulsing 
the  enemy  at  Gettysburg. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  two  divisions  of 
this  corps  took  position  last  night  at  the  point  indicated  in  your 
circular  of  yesterday.  When  the  Third  Division  joins  it-will  be 
posted  on  the  left,  and  I  think  must  extend  to  near  General  French's 
right.  It  was  too  dark  last  night  to  make  the  connection  of  pickets, 
but  it  will  be  made  this  morning.  My  headquarters  are  at  the  Wel- 
ford  house,  nearly  opposite  the  ford. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Major-General. 

Circular*]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,    . 

November  10,  1863.     ' 

The  follomcg  telegiam  is  furnished  for  the  infonnation  oi  corps 
commanders: 

WAsmNGTON,  November  9, 1863. 
Major-.Gteneral  Meade:  . 

I  have  8een  your  dispatches  about  operations  of  the  Rapi>ahannock  on  Saturday, 
and  I  wish  to  say,  "  Well  done." 

A.  LINCOLN. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  113.  5  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  10, 1863. 


VII.  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
is  hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  cavalry  forces  at  Portsmouth,, 
consisting  of  the  following  regiments:  Eleventh  Eegiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  Fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Twentieth 
Eegiment  New  York  Cavalry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster: 

SOUTHAED  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  November  10,  1863. 

(Eeceived  4.15  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Sullivan: 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 
November  10,  1863—7.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  SIellet: 

Ctolonel  Boyd  has  returned,  having  gone  to  Woodstock.  He  brings  in  21  prisoners. 
White  and  Gilmor  are  reported  at  Edenburg.  Imboden  has  gone  farther  down  the 
valley.  He  is  afraid  to  meet  my  cavalry.  It  is  reported  a  regiment  of  infantry  is 
encamped  in  Little  Fort  Valley.  The  cavalry  of  this  division  is  becoming  very 
effective  and  strong  enough  to  keep  the  railroad  secure. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

November  11,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith: 

I  sent  in  a  dispatch  last  night  by  Lieutenant  Mackenzie.  He  lost 
it.  It  contained  no  information  of  the  enemy.  I  inclose  *  Devin's 
report. 

Merritt  sent  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Slaughter's  Mountain  and 
returned  last  night,  leaving  pickets  as  far  as  he  had  advanced — the 
First  Brigade  pickets  toward  Rapidan  Station.  Nothing  has  been 
seen  of  the  enemy  save  a  few  scouts.  Long  line  of  camp  smokes  are 
visible  on  the  other  side  of  Eapidan.  I  am  just  starting  reconnais- 
sances out  to  find  the  enemy.  A  telegraph  operator  might  save 
horse-flesh.    The  line  seems  to  be  unharmed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

*Not  found. 
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[Indorsement.} 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  11,  [1863]— 11.30  a.  m. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  telegraph  operator  be  sent  to  Gener^ 
Buford. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commwnding. 


CULPEPER, 

November  11,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 

Col.  C.  Ross  Smith: 

The  reconnaissance  sent  out  by  Devin  has  just  returned.  It  pro- 
ceeded through  James  City  to  Robertson's  River;  saw  nothing  on 
this  side  of  the  river.  The  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry  pickets  the 
south  side.  Two  citizens  of  Loudoun  County  were  arrested  en  route 
from  Richmond,  with  some  letters.  I  will  send  them  up  in  the 
morning. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  BUFORD.   . 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  November  11,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  12.15  a.  m,  12.) 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  information  from  Lewisburg  is  that  General  Averell's  victory 
was  most  decisive  at  Droop  Mountain.  The  enemy's  force  engaged 
was  over  4,000.  They  acknowledged  a  loss  of  300  killed  and  wounded. 
General  Averell  took  over  100  prisoners,  including  field  officers,  1 
stand  of  colors,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  large  number  of  small-arms, 
camp  equipage,  and  wagons.  A  violent  snow-storm  prevailed  at 
Lewisburg  on  the  8th.  General  Duffi^'s  command  had  returned  to 
Gauley,  and  Colonel  Moor,  with  General  Averell's  infantry,  is  re- 
turning to  Beverly. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- Qeneral, ' 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  28.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  11,  1863. 

Having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  by  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  in  obedi- 
ence to  General  Orders,  No.  350,  from  the  War  Department,  the 
undersigned  bids  farewell  to  the  officers  and  men  serving  in  this 
department. 

The  conduct  of  all  has  been  such  as  to  merit  his  warmest  commen- 
dation, and  he  will  always  remember  with  pleasure  the  intercourse, 
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both  official  and  personal,  between  himself  and  those  serving  under 
his  command. 

To  the  troops  which  formed  a  part  of  his  old  command  in  North 
Carolina,  the  commanding  general  bids  an  affectionate  farewell. 

From  his  first  association  with  them  at  Annapolis,  through  the 
perils  and  trying  days  at  Hatteras,  up  to  the  present  time,  his  feel- 
ing toward  them  has  been  one  of  unalloyed  satisfaction  and  pride. 

Called  to  another  field  of  duty,*  he  will  continue  to  watch  them 
with  unabated  interest,  feeling  confident  that  in  the  future  they  will 
exhibit  the  same  qualities  of  zeal,  courage,  and  devotion  to  duty 
which  have  distinguished  their  past  career. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  29.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  11,  1863. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
U.  S.  V  olunteers,  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps  and  Department  of  Eastern  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

II.  Each  commander  of  division,  separate  brigade,  post,  district, 
or  detached  command,  and  'each  chief  of  a  staff  department,  will 
forthwith  report  to  these  headquarters  the  exact  condition  of  his 
command  and  the  supplies  of  his  department,  respectively,  accom- 
panied with  such  remarks  in  relation  thereto  as  he  shall  see  fit. 

Each  report  shall  have  minuted  thereon  the  date  of  the  reception 
of  this  order,  and  the  date  of  the  transmission  of  such  report. 

The  utmost  dispatch,  minuteness,  and  particularity  are  required 
in  these  reports. 

III.  The  following -named  officers  are  announced  as  upon  the  staff 
of  the  commanding  general : 

Col.  J.  Wilson  Shaffer,  aide-de-camp,  chief  of  staff. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  McLean  Taylor,  chief  commissary. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Kensel,  inspector-general. 

Maj.  Robert  S.  Davis,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Burnham  Kinsman,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  Joseph  M.  Bell,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  Peter  Haggerty,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  Alfred  F.  Puffer,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt,  Haswell  C.  Clarke,  aide-de-camp. 

First  Lieut.  Frederick  Martin,  volunteer  aide-de-camp. 

IV.  All  orders  heretofore  issued  in  this  department  will  remain 
in  force  until  otherwise  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


[November  11-December  4, 1863. — For  correspondence  and  orders 
relating  to  reported  organization  in  Canada  of  a  raid  into  the  United 
States,  see  Series  III.] 

*  The  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


448  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  0.,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MB.,  AND  PA.       [CniP.  XLI. 

Hdqks.  2d  Bkig.,  3d  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  A.  P., 

November  12,  1863. 
Captain  Suydam, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Corps: 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement,  hoping  the  atten- 
tion of  the  proper  authorities  will  be  called  to  it : 

Yesterday  a  detachment  of  men  joined  my  brigade  from  Dis- 
mounted Camp.  The  detachment  numbers  about  80  men.  The 
majority  of  the  horses  upon  which  the  men  were  mounted  are  im- 
serviceable,  and  are  really  a  more  indifferent  lot  than  those  sent  to 
Washington  as  unserviceable.  In  the  detachment  that  reported  to 
me  yesterday  there  were  23  men  belonging  to  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Cavalry.  There  were  40  men  belonging  to  this  regiment  in  the 
detachment  when  it  left  the  Dismounted  Camp,  but  17  of  that  num- 
ber had  to  return  on  account  of  the  horses  upon  which  they  were 
mounted  being  unable  to  reach  the  army. 

Numerous  complaints  reach  me  from  regimental  commanders 
against  the  inferior  quality  of  horses  sent  to  them  with  the  men 
from  the  Dismounted  Camp.  So  far  as  my  experience  and  observa- 
tion extend,  my  command  suffers  about  as  much  from  the  influences 
and  effect  of  the  Dismounted  Camp  as  it  does  from  the  weapons  of 
the  enemy. 

It  is  an  actual  fact  that  there  are  men  in  my  command  who  have 
been  captured  by  the  enemy,  carried  to  Richmond,  and  rejoined  my 
command  in  less  time  than  it  frequently  requires  for  men  to  proceed 
to  the  Dismounted  Camp  and  return  mounted. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brig.  Oen.,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Cav.  Corps. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  14,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  this  army  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  within  report,  which  is  one  of  many  received 
constantly  of  a  similar  nature.  The  facts  therein  shown  are  conclu- 
sive, in  my  mind,  in  proving  that  there  is  in  the  present  system  of 
supplying  the  cavalry  of  this  army  with  horses  and  equipments 
something  so  radically  wrong  that  the  interests  of  the  service  im- 
peratively demand  an  immediate  and  entire  change  and  the  applica- 
tion of  some  very  stringent  remedy. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major- General. 

Office  of  Cavalry  Bureau, 

November  23,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned. 

There  are  very  few  if  any  men  belonging  to  General  Custer's  bri- 
gade in  the  Dismounted  Camp.  General  Kilpatrick  assured  me  the 
other  day  that  his  division,  to  which  Custer's  brigade  belongs,  was 
completely  mounted ;  if  it  is  not,  horses  are  on  hand  to  mount  it. 

All  requisitions  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  up  to  date  have 
been  filled  with  the  best  the  Government  has  on  hand.  I  have  un- 
derstood that  Custer's  brigade  are  great  horse-killers,  and  it  is  very 
likely  that  the  17  horses  were  used  up  as  stated,  though  they  were 
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considered  serviceable  when  they  left  the  depot.  Inclosed  please 
find  copy  of  indorsement  upon  a  previous  communication  which  was 
referred  to  this  bureau  for  a  report.* 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  31.  )  Fort  Mori,roe,Va.,  November  1%,\^&^. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  the  commanding  general 
that  certain  disloyally  disposed  persons  within  this  department  do 
occasionally  by  force  interfere  with,  and  by  opprobrious  and  threat- 
ening language  insult  and  annoy,  loyal  persons  employed  in  the 
quiet  discharge  of  their  lawful  occupations,  it  is  hereby  announced 
that  all  such  conduct  and  language  is  hereafter  strictly  forbidden, 
and  will  be  punished  with  military  severity. 

All  officers  in  this  department  are  directed  to  order  the  arrest  of, 
and  to  bring  such  persons  as  are  found  offending  against  this  order, 
before  the  tribunal  established  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  offenses 
within  this  department. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


November  13,  1863—11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.45  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  enemy  occupy  in  force  the  line  of  the  Rapidan.  My  cavalry 
picket  to  the  river  in  front.  The  army  is  in  position  from  W  elf ord's 
Ford,  on  the  Hazel  River,  to  Stevensburg,  The  enemy  occasionally 
fire  from  their  batteries  on  the  Rapidan  at  the  cavalry  pickets.  If 
you  have  no  objection,  I  should  like  to  visit  Washington  to-morrow 
to  confer  with  yourself  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  work  on  the 
railroad  is  progressing;  it  was  to  be  finished  to  Bealeton  yesterday, 
and  work  has  been  commenced  on  the  Rappahannock  Bridge. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
November  13,  1863—1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac- 
There  is  no  objection  to  the  proposed  visit,  and  the  consultation  is 
desirable. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


General  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  59.  )  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  13,  1863. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  many  evil-disposed  persons  now  at  large 
in  tlie  State  of  Delaware  who  have  been  engaged  in  rebellion  against 
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the  lawful  Govermnent,  or  who  have  given  aid  or  comfort  or  encour- 
agement to  others  so  engaged,  or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States,  and  who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  authority  which  tolerates  their  presence  to  attempt 
to  take  part  in  or  embarrass  the  approaching  special  election  in  that 
State.     It  is  therefore  ordered : 

1.  That  all  provost-marshals  and  other  military  officers  doprevent 
all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  about  the  polls,  whether  offered  by 
such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever. 

2.  That  all  provost-marshals  and  other  military  ofl&cers  command- 
ing in  Delaware  shall  support  the  judges  of  election  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1863,  in  requiring  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  as  the  test  of  citizenship,  of  any  one  whose  vote  may  be  chal- 
lenged on  the  ground  that  he  is  not  loyal  or  does  not  admit  his  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States,  which  oath  shall  be  in  the  following 
form  and  terms : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  defend  the  Cionstitution  and 
Gtovemment'of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign; 
that  I  hereby  pledge  my  allegiance,  faith,  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance, 
resolution,  or  law  of  any  State  Convention  or  State  Legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
withsfamding;  that  I  will  at  all  times  yield  a  hearty  and  willing  obedience  to  the  said 
Constitution  and  Government,  and  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  do  any  act  in 
hostility  to  the  same,  either  by  taking  up  arms  against  them,  or  aiding,  abetting,  or 
coimtenancing  those  in  arms  against  them;  that  without  permission  from  the  law- 
ful authority,  I  wiU  have  no  commimication,  direct  or  indirect,  with  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  with  any  person  or  per- 
sons within  said  insurrectionary  States,  and  that  I  will  in  aU  things  deport  myself 
as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  I  do  in  good  faith,  with  full 
determination,  pledge,  and  purpose  to  keep  this  my  sworn  obligation,  and  without 
any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever. 

3.  Provost-marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  directed  to  re- 
port to  these  headquarters  any  judge  of  election  who  shall  refuse 
his  aid  in  carrying  out  this  order,  or  who,  on  challenge  of  a  vote 
being  made  on  the  ground  of  disloyalty  or  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  refuse  to  require  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  such  voter. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schenck : 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

State  of  Delaware,  Executive  Department, 

Dover,  November  13,  1863. 
All  civil  officers  and  good  citizens  of  this  ^tate  are  enjoined  to 
obey  the  above  military  order,  issued  by  the  commanding  general  of 
the  Middle  Department,  and  to  give  all  needful  aid  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  same. 

WILLIAM  CANNON, 

Governor  of  Delaware. 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  November  13,  1863. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

From  your  telegram  of  the  9th  instant,  I  ordered  all  of  my  troops 
from  the  mouth  of  Antietam  Creek,  the  Tenth  New  Jersey  being 
now  in  the  coal  regions. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamber sburg,  Pa.,  November  13,  1863. 

Col.   E.    D.   TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  liave  the  tonor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
War  Department,  that  I  have  just  returned  from  the  disaffected 
mining  region  of  Hazelton  and  vicinity,  having  during  the  visit  met 
and  conversed  with  several  of  the  coal  operators  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  affairs  of  that  region. 

Some  of  the  collieries  were  stopped  last  week  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  compelling  the  General  Government  to  relieve  the  mining 
regions  from  the  operations  of  the  draft.  However,  the  prompt  ar- 
rival of  troops,  ordered  by  Major-General  Sigel,  restored  matters  to 
their  previous  status.     The  mines  are  in  operation,  but  the  loyal 

Eeople  there  live  in  a  state  of  terror,  several  brutal  murders  having 
een  committed  within  a  few  weeks. 

The  operators  whom  I  saw  proposed  this,  that  if  they  could  be 
assured  of  the  protection  of  the  General  Government  until  the  work 
was  accomplished,  they  would  discharge  the  bad  characters  and  em- 
ploy new  men,  having  eventually  a  body  of  men  that  could  be  con- 
trolled. It  is  supposed  that  it  would  take  three  months  to  carry  out 
these  desired  reforms.  If  commenced,  the  troops  must  not  be  with- 
drawn until  the  work  is  thoroughly  done,  otherwise  two-thirds  of 
the  anthracite  region  would  stop  sending  coal  to  market. 

I  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Department  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tions, and  recommend  that  I  be  instructed  to  give  the  guaranties 
asked  for  by  the  operators  and  proceed  to  the  work  with  the  troops 
tmder  my  command. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


Picket  Reserve,  Second  New  York  Cavalry, 

November  13,  1863. 

Capt.  L.  Siebert, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Cav.  Corps: 
Captain:  In  pursuance  to  orders,  I  made  as  much  show  of  the 
small  force  under  my  command  as  I  thought  might  be  safely  done. 
I  divided  my  reserve  into  two  parts  and  moved  with  the  first  up  the 
river  to  Morton's  Ford,  where  the  enemy  continues  to  show  himself 
in  pretty  strong  force.  He  hardly  noticed  our  arrival,  but  fired 
occasionally  a  few  shots.  I  returned  to  the  camping  ground  of  last 
night  shortly  after  3  p.  m.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  on  that 

Sost  that  the  enemy's  reserves  are  not  as  large  as  they  were  yester- 
ay,  although  their  pickets  are  just  as  strong  and  as  close  together. 

Captain  Downing  went  to  Mitchell's  Ford  with  his  command,  and 
from  there  to  Sisson's  Ford.  The  enemy  showed  his  strength  here  on 
Captain  Downing's  demonstration  to  cross.  They  had  mose  to.  the 
river  about  one  battalion  of  cavalry. 

Toward  night  there  has  been  pretty  lively  firing,  but  it  has  almost 
ceased  at  this  time. 

Your  order  for  a  field  report  could  not  be  obeyed,  as  we  had  to 
send  to  the  various  posts,  the  farthest  one  of  which  is  between  5 
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and  6  miles  distant.    We  shall  get  our  reports  in  to-niglit,  and  will 
send  one  early  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

OTTO  HARHAUS, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Second  New  York  Vol.   Cav. 

g'.  S.  ] — The  duty  on  our  men  is  very  hard,  as  I  have  not  force 
cient  to  relieve  those  who  went  on  yesterday. 


Hdqes.  Army  and  District  op  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  November  13, 1863. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Comdg.  N.  A.  Bkdg.  Squadron,  Newport  News: 

Sir  :  I  recently  visited  Plymouth,  &c. ,  and  found  Captain  Flusser 
somewhat  disturbed  by  a  report  which  had  reached  General  Wes- 
sells,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Lynch"  had  been  examining  the  channel 
of  the  Roanoke,  with  a  view  of  bringing  down  the  ram.  At  frequent 
intervals  since  I  assumed  command  in  North  Carolina,  I  have  posted 
Major-General  Foster  in  relation  to  the  boat  at  Edwards  Ferry,  and 
proposed  expeditions  for  the  burning  of  the  same,  but  he  never 
attached  great  importance  to  it,  a.nd  supposed  that  it  was  intended 
only  as  a  defensive  agent.  He  replied  that  the  troops  in  the  depart- 
ment would  not  warrant  the  undertaking. 

The  works  at  Plymouth  have  been  pushed  with  all  dispatch  possi- 
ble, and  I  have  added  materially  to  the  armament.  A  work  is  in 
progress  for  a  200-pounder  Parrott  with  a  center  pintle,  which  will 
make  everything  very  secure  there.  While  waiting  for  the  200- 
pounder,  I  have  ordered  up  a  100-pounder  Parrott  from  Hatteras, 
which  is  the  only  available  gun  of  the  kind  in  North  Carolina. 

In  regard  to  the  report  of  an  examination  of  the  channel,  I  think 
it  is  accounted  for  by  a  number  of  deserters  from  Fort  Branch  at 
Rainbow,  who  state  that  week  before  last  it  was  examined,  and  tor- 
pedoes placed  at  various  points  below  Rainbow  Bluff. 

The  difficulties  of  getting  at  the  boat  are  greatly  increased  by  the 
fact  that  an  earthen  battery  for  four  guns  has  been  constructed  at 
Edwards  Ferry,  and  is  garrisoned  by  from  200  to  500  infantry.  The 
Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  and  one  six-gun  battery  are  at  Hamil- 
ton. Fort  Branch  is  an  inclosed  work  of  twelve  rifled  guns,  includ- 
ing one  64-pounder  and  three  24-pounders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  November  13,  1863. 
Mr.  Dibble, 

■'Merchant: 
Sir:  a  schooner,  believed  to  be  the  Alice  Webb,  with  a  miscel- 
laneous cargo,  was  beached  on  the  4th  instant,  at  a  point  inside  of 
Bogue  Inlet,  and  her  cargo  taken  charge  of  by  the  Confederate  mili- 
tary authorities.  Circumstances  seem  to  indicate  that  she  was  run 
ashore  intentionally,  with  the  design  of  evading  the  blockade,  and 
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the  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Newport,  and  yourself  are  said  to  be  the  parties 
who  freighted  and  cleared  her.  The  matter  is  now  undergoing  in- 
vestigation, and  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  call 
upon  you  for  a  statement  of  the  most  explicit  character  of  all  your 
interest  in,  and  connection  with,  the  venture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Getty's  Headquarters, 

November  13,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Major  Comog,  com- 
manding outpost  at  Suffolk.  Be  pleased  to  send  one  or  two  gun- 
boats up  the  Nansemond. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure] 

Suffolk, 

November  13,  1863. 

General  Getty  : 

There  are  now  in  Suffolk  from  30  to  50  infantry,  and  a  much  larger 
force  on  the  South  Quay  road  just  below  town,  removing  the  ob- 
structions placed  there  by  Major  Wetherill.  I  anticipate  an  attack 
here  to-night.     Is  there  a  gunboat  on  the  river  ? 

GEORGE  T.  CORNOG, 

Commanding  Outpost. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cav.  Corps, 

November  14,  1863. 
Oapt.  L.  G.  Estes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  inspect- 
ing my  picket  line  on  the  river  this  morning,  and  have  observed  that 
the  enemy's  pickets  are  not  as  numerous  as  they  were  yesterday,  and 
their  infantry  posts  have  been  relieved  by  cavalrymen;  that  they 
show  less  animosity  at  the  presence  of  our  pickets,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  they  have  withdrawn  their  main  force  from  the  river. 
A  sergeant  of  one  of  the  patrols  reports  that  considerable  noise  was 
heard  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  at  about  11  o'clock  last  night,  and 
near  Morton's  Ford  the  officer  commanding  the  pickets  heard  the 
beating  of  drums  and  the  sound  of  the  bugles  at  8  oclock  this  morn- 
ing also  the  noise  of  wheels  and  shouting  of  men,  as  on  a  march. 
I  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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[IndorGement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  14,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 
The  reconnaissances  have  been  ordered. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
November  14,  1863 — 11  p.  m.     (Received  la.  m.,  15th.) 
Major-General  Meade,  Washington: 

Information  received  this  evening  shows  that  some  movement  of 
the  enemy  is  on  foot.  Three  contrabands  reached  headquarters  this 
afternoon  who  had  crossed  the  Rapidan  2  miles  above  Germg.nna  Ford 
(at  Mitchell's  Ford) .  They  state  that  they  heard  their  master  say  yes- 
terday afternoon  that  he  had  been  to  Mitchell's  or  Morton's  Ford,  and 
had  found  no  troops  there,  and  that  the  army  was  falling  back ;  that 
Rodes'  division  fell  back  last  night,  moving  toward  Orange  Court- 
House ;  that  they  overheard  an  officer  say  to  their  master  that  if  he 
wanted  to  keep  his  negroes,  he  had  better  carry  them  off  at  once,  as 
the  army  was  falling  back. 

A  deserter  from  the  Fifteenth  North  Carolina,  Rodes'  division,  was 
brought  to  headquarters  this  evening.  He  states  that  he  deserted 
early  last  night.  His  regiment  was  on  picket  at  Raccoon  Ford  yes- 
terday, and  at  night  moved  off  without  being  relieved.  That  the 
orderly  that  brought  the  order  to  move  said  that  cavalry  pickets 
would  take  their  place.  That  the  brigade  had  already  marched,  and 
that  the  whole  division  was  in  motion.  He  says  they  moved  toward 
some  court-house,  but  does  not  know  whether  it  was  Spotsylvania 
Court-House  or  Orange  Court-House.  Believes  the  whole  army  has 
fallen  back.  This  deserter  came  into  Kilpatrick's  pickets.  General 
Davies'  report,  just  received,  corroborates  these  statements.  He  states 
the  enemy's  pickets  are  not  so  numerous  as  they  were  yesterday,  and 
their  infantry  posts  have  been  relieved  by  cavalry,  and  he  believes 
that  their  main  force  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  river. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  noise  about  midnight  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  and  at  Morton's  Ford;  reveille  was  at  3  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  the  noise  of  wheels  and  the  shouting  of  men  ^as 
heard.  The  cavalry  on  our  front  is  ordered  to  push  reconnaissances 
close  in  on  the  enemy  not  later  than  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

Gregg  is  ordered  to  send  a  strong  scouting  party  toward  Hartwood 
Church  and  United  States  Ford.  The  cflrps  are  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  move  at  very  short  notice.  They  have 
four  days'  forage  and  about  twelve  days'  rations  on  hand.  Of  these 
rations,  from  three  to  four  days'  are  of  salt  meat. 

The  atmosphere  has  been  so  hazy  all  day  that  the  signal  officer  on 
Pony  Mountain  has  not  been  able  to  see  anything.  No  scouts  have 
returned ;  other  scouts  have  been  ordered  out  on  both  flanks. 

If  the  enemy  is  falling  back,  it  is  not  from  any  military  necessity, 
but  in  consequence  of  a  policy  adopted  at  Richmond.  If  he  is  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement,  our  left  as  well  as  our  right  has  been  looked 
after.     Our  left  offers  some  inducements  to  a  concealed  movement 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief'  of  Staff. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamber shurg,  Pa.,  November  14,  1863. 
Major-General  Franz  Sigel, 

Commanding  Lehigh  District: 

General:  I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  that  Captain  Roach, 
deputy  provost-marshal,  should  furnish  the  charges  against  those 
men  arrested  in  Hazelton  region.  I  so  told  him  the  morning  of  the 
day  we  met  at  Reading. 

He  was  informed  that  the  United  States  could  not  try  men  for 
offenses  that  were  exclusively  State  ones.  But  if  any  of  the  party, 
or  all,  had  conspired  to  resist  the  draft,  or  harbored  deserters,  or 
resisted  the  military  forces  in  the  execution  of  their  lawful  duty 
regarding  the  draft,  undoubtedly  they  could  be  tried  by  military 
courts. 

The  subject  is  one  of "  exceeding  delicacy.  The  State  is  utterly 
powerless  in  the  execution  of  her  laws  in  the  mining  region,  and  we 
must  be  very  cautious  about  substituting  military  law  for  civil. 
However,  the  loyal,  good  people  in  that  region  are  desirous  of  hav- 
ing martial  law  declared,  and  would  bless  you  if  you  would  hang 
100  men  a  day  for  a  week.  One  thing  is  clear,  that  these  men  who 
have  been  arrested  against  whom  no  charges  can  be  preferred,  should 
not  at  present  be  set  at  liberty. 

Have  you  examined  the  acts,  of  Congress,  Articles  of  War,  &c.,  in 
reference  to  your  powers  as  to  appointing  a  military  commission?  I 
confess  to  you  that  I  am  not  able  to  decide,  nor  have  been  able  to 
get  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  General  Cadwalader  some  time  since 
ordered  a  general  court-martial,  but  his  authority  came  directly  from 
the  War  Department.  If  we  meet  at  Gettysburg,  as  I  think  we  shall, 
perhaps  more  light  can  be  gathered  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  N.  COUCH,] 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.   C,  November  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 

General:  During  a  recent  visit  at  Plymouth,  I  found  the  senior 
naval  officer  somewhat  nervous,  in  consequence  of  a  report  having 
reached  General  Wessells  of  an  examination  of  the  Roanoke,  with  a 
view  to  bringing  down  a  ram  at  Edwards  Ferry,  some  13  or  15  miles 
below  Halifax.  All  sorts  of  reports  are  put  afloat,  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  our  operations.  My  latest  advices  are  that  she  is  not 
yet  complete.  Since  assuming  the  command  in  North  Carolina,  I 
have  kept  strict  watch  over  this  matter,  and  frequently  advised  Gen- 
eral Foster  respecting  the  progress  of  the  work  on  the  iron-clad.  I 
suggested  the  propriety  of  burning  it  in  August,  but  the  general  did 
not  feel  very  apprehensive,  and  replied  that  the  troops  at  our  com- 
mand would  not  warrant  the  enterprise. 

The  fortifications  at  Plymouth  have  been  pushed  with  great  vigor, 
and  I  have  added  materially  to  the  armaments.  A  water  battery  is 
in  progress  for  a  200-pounder  rifle  with  a  center  pintle  carriage, 
which  will  complete  the  river  works.    While  waiting  for  the  200- 
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pounder,  I  have  moved  a  100-pounder  from  Hatteras,  -which  is  the 
only  available  gun  of  the  kind  in  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  feel  very 
apprehensive,  unless  the  ram  moves  in  conjunction  with  a  land  force. 
The  reported  examination  of  the  channel  is  explained  by  deserters 
from  Fort  Branch,  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  who  state  that  week  before 
last  torpedoes  were  placed  in  position  in  the  river  below.  The 
destruction  of  the  ram  now  will  be  attended  with  great  difficulty,  as 
an  earthen  battery  for  four  guns  has  been  constructed,  ^nd  a  guard 
of  from  200  to  500  infantry  is  maintained  there.  The  Twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina  and  a  six-gun  battery  are  at  Hamilton,  while  detach- 
ments are  usually  on  all  the  approaches.  Its  proximity  to  Weldon 
renders  any  raid  very  uncertain,  in  consequence  of  the  activity  of 
the  rebels. 

Fort  Branch  is  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  and  is  an  inclosed  work  of 
much  strength.  At  present  it  is  armed  with  twelve  rifles,  including 
one  64-pounder  and  three  Si-pounders. 

Doubtless  General  Foster  advised  you  that  he  had  withdrawn  all 
the  best  and  available  troops  from  North  Carolina.  There  is  no 
reserve  force  here  or  in  any  of  the  sub-districts.  In  case  of  an 
advance  upon  the  lines,  the  force  would  be  quite  too  small  for  a 
proper  defense. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  November  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  some  Confederate  papers. 
By  examining  the  telegraphic  matter,  you  will  find  a  telegram  of  the 
8th  from  East  Tennessee,  claiming  the  capture  of  850  prisoners,  40 
pieces  of  artillery,  2  stand  of  colors,  60  wagons,  and  1,000. arms.  If 
reliable,  these  are  a  part  of  General  Burnside's  army.  The  same 
paper  had  a  telegram  of  the  8th  from  Raleigh,  announcing  my  ar- 
rival at  Winton,  with  gunboats  and  troops  for  a  move  on  Weldon; 
also  that  a  proper  force  was  at  hand  to  meet  the  command.  They 
express  the  opmion  that  2,000  cavalry  and  15  pieces  of  artillery  were 
also  destined  for  the  same  point,  showing  clearly  that  the  rebel  author- 
ities were  advised  of  your  intentions  before  I  was.  Norfolk  is  one 
city  of  spies,  and  communication  is  kept  up  day  and  night  by  land 
and  water  with  the  rebel  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  District  op  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  November  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells, 

Comdg.  Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle  : 
General  :  I  found  Captain  Flusser  quite  nervous  about  the  ram 
on  the  Roanoke,  in  consequence  of  a  report  made  to  you  of  an  exam- 
ination of  the  river  by  Mr.  Lynch.     Since  I  assumed  command  in 
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North  Carolina,  I  have  advised  General  Foster  fully  and  frequently 
respecting  its  progress,  and  made  propositions  for  its  destruction. 
The  general  did  not  feel  very  apprehensive,  and  replied  that  the  force 
in  the  department  would  not  warrant  the  undertaking. 

The  works  at  Plymouth  are  in  a  good  state,  and  when  the  200- 
pounder  rifle  reaches  you,  I  shall  have  but  little  apprehension  from 
the  ram,  unless  it  moves  in  conjunction  with  a  land  force.  On  my 
return  I  ordered  the  100-pounder  rifle  at  Hatteras  to  be  sent  at  once 
to  Plymouth,  in  order  to  give  you  all  the  metal  possible  while  wait- 
ing the  200-pounder.  I  should  place  it  in  Fort  Grray,  and  you  uiust 
have  sufficient  infantry  there  to  prevent  an  assault  of  that  work. 
Any  trees  that  prevent  the  flanking  of  the  fort  by  your  gunboats 
should  be  cut  down.  Crowd  your  works  all  you  can,  and  keep  me 
advised  of  the  progress,  and  of  all  reports,  &c. 

I  have  examined  a  number  of  the  artillerists  in  Fort  Branch,  Rain- 
bow, who  all  agree  that  week  before  last  the  channel  was  examined 
and  numerous  torpedoes  placed  in  position.  The  rebels  have  con- 
structed a  battery  of  earth  at  Edwards  Ferry  of  four  guns  or  for 
four  guns,  and  have  an  infantry  guard  there.  You  will  notice  that 
roads  from  Winton,  Weldon,  &c. ,  cross  at  the  ferry.  Fort  Branch 
has  twelve  guns,  including  one  64-pounder  and  three  24-pounders, 
one  6-pounder,  and  the  balance  13-pounders,  and  all  rifled.      ~ 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  Captain  Flusser  for  his  prompt,  cheer- 
ful, and  valuable  co-operation  on  the  recent  movement  to  the  head- 
waters of  the  Chowan.  Captains  French  and  Foster  are  worthy  and 
deserving  officers,  and  I  regret  that  no  opportunity  offered  for  the 
navy  to  pay  their  compliments  to  the  rebels.  The  demonstration  was 
telegrapned  to  all  the  Southern  press,  and  troops  moved  to  meet  the 
advance  upon  Weldon. 

Probably  General.  Butler  will  arrive  by  the  middle  of  the  week ;  if 
so,  we  shall  be  at  Plymouth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

War  Department, 
November  14,  1863— 10.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Brooks,  Erie,  Fa.  ; 

The  Department  has  no  further  information  in  relation  to  the  move- 
ment from  Canada.*  All  exposed  points  are  now  guarded,  so  as 
probably  to  prevent  any  present  attack.  You  may  employ  a  tug  for 
a  guard-boat.  General  Dix  is  at  Buffalo;  General  Cox  at  Sandusky, 
and  you  may  communicate  with  them.  Any  information  received 
here  will  be  transmitted  to  you. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  14,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  your  dispatch,  I  came 
here  yesterday.     I  found  no  preparation  whatever  for  the  protection 

•See  Series  III,  dispatches  November  11-14,  1863. 
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of  the  city.  The  militia  regiments  are  only  partially  armed.  The 
arsenal  (State)  with  some  3,000  stand  of  arms  and  about  20  pieces  of 
field  artillery  is  without  a  guard,  and  the  artillery  without  ammuni- 
tion. 

Although  the  information  I  have  received  shows  that  Johnson's 
Island  is  me  immediate  object  of  the  combinations  in  Canada,  I  deem 
it  important,  in  view  of  a  probable  attack  on  this  city,  that  the 
Seventy-fourth  Eegiment  of  State  Militia,  numbering  about  400  men, 
should  be  called  into  service  for  thirty  days.  I  have  called  on  Gov- 
ernor Seymour,  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given  me  in  your 
telegraphic  dispatch,  to  order  it  out. 

I  nave  ordered  a  tug  to  be  chartered  and  armed.  There  is  not 
even  a  revenue  vessel  here.  The  only  armed  vessel  on  the  lake  is 
the  Michigan,  at  Johnson's  Island. 

The  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  existing  embarrassment  is  the 
removal  of  the  prisoners.  Johnson's  Island  on  one  side  is  separated 
from  the  land  by  a  sheet  of  water  only  5  feet  deep.  The  whole  har- 
bor of  Sandusljy  freezes  over;  and  on  the  side  I  refer  to  the  ice 
becomes  strong  enough  to  bear  in  two  or  three  nights.  It  usually 
closes  early.  With  this  facility  for  escape,  the  security  of  the 
prisoners  will  be  further  diminished,  although  it  must  always  be 
precarious,  so  immediately  on  the  frontier. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
November  14,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Horatio  Seymour, 

Albany,  N.  Y.  : 
I  find  this  city  utterly  unprepared  for  defense,  and  deem  it  very 
important,  in  view  of  combinations  among  refugees  and  their  sym- 
pathizers, in  regard  to  which  I  have  reliable  information,  that  the 
Seventy -fourth  Regiment  of  Militia  should  be  called  into  service  for 
thirty  days.     It  is  also  very  desirable  that  ammunition  for  the  10- 

founder  Parrotts  in  the  State  arsenal  should  be  sent  here  immediately.  ■ 
am  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  call  on  the  proper 
authority  for  volunteers,  if  necessary. 

I  have  seen  the  mayor,  J.  Randall,  and  Colonel  Fox,  of  the 
Seventy-fourth,  and  if  authorized  by  you,  the  regiment  will  turn  out 
at  once. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  32.  [  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Joseph  M.  Bell,  aide-de-camp,  is  hereby  appointed  provost 
judge  of  this  department,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly. 

Major  Stackpole,  judge-advocate,  is  relieved  from  his  duties  as 
provost  judge. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  15,  1863—12.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Washington: 
From  9  to  10  a.  m.  tlie  cavalry  reconnaissances  caused  some  firing 
at  Raccoon  Ford  and  Rapidan  Station.  Pony  Mountain  report,  just 
received,  states  firing  is  at  Raccoon  Ford.  Intrenchments  at  Mor- 
ton's Ford  are  filled  with  infantry.  Artillery  horses  harnessed  near 
the  redoubts.  One  brigade  of  infantry  just  came  down  the  hill  in 
rear  of  the  woods  opposite  Raccoon  Ford.  A  party  of  soldiers  on 
the  hill  witnessing  flie  firing.  Enemy's  camps  are  nearly  all  con- 
cealed. Camp  smokes  are  visible  opposite  Raccoon  Ford,  and  be- 
hind the  hills  toward  Orange  Court-House,  and  in  the  direction  of 
Freeman's  Ford.  Small  smokes  opposite  Morton's  and  Stringfellow's 
Fords. 

Respecting  Freeman's  Ford,  the  signal  officer  was  asked  for  expla- 
nation, and  his  attention  again  directed  explicitly  to  certain  points 
and  lines.     Will  report  the  result.  . 

Railroad  bridge  at  Rappahannock  Station  just  reported  finished. 
The  track  to  that  point  will  be  laid  to-day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-iGeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  15,  1863—2.30  p.m. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Washington: 

Signal  of&cer  at  Pony  Mountain  explains  that  in  his  previous  dis- 
patch Freeman's  Ford  should  be  Germanna  Ford.  No  smokes  in 
direction  of  Madison  Court-House.  None  between  Madison  and 
Orange  Court-House.     Other  points  not  reported  on  yet. 

General  Custer,  Third  Cavalry  Division,  reports  the  opposite  bank 
at  Morton's  Ford  completely  covered  with  intrenchments,  which  are 
filled  with  infantry.  At  least  a  division  of  infantry  at  that  point, 
and  batteries  of  artillery.  At  Raccoon  Ford  a  strong  infantry  force 
was  displayed,  and  artillery  in  position.  Artillery  in  position  be- 
tween the  two  fords.  Strong  force  of  infantry  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 
Party  sent  to  Germanna  Ford  has  not  yet  returned.  No  cavalry 
was  observed  on  the  entire  line  of  the  Rapidan  picketed  by  the 
Third  Division.  The  infantry  have  been  replaced  along  the  whole 
front  of  the  Third  Division. 

General  Buford  reports  that  one  of  his  parties  passed  through 
James  City  this  morningj  saw  no  enemy,  but  learned  that  yesterday 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  passed  through  there.  Other  parties  not  heard 
from  yet. 

General  Gregg  reports  nothing  new  on  the  left.  Has  not  heard 
from  scouting  party. 

Signal  officer  on  Pony  Mountain  now  reports  that  he  sees  no  camp 
smokes  in  the  direction  of  United  States  Ford,  Hartwood  Church,  or 
thence  to  Morrisville;  the  atmosphere  is  not  clear,  but  he  believes 
that  if  there  were  large  camp  smokes  he  could  see  them.  His.  next 
report  states  that  wagons  and  infantry  in  double  columns  have  been 
passing  from  Raccoon  Ford  toward  our  right  for  an  hour,  and  that 
the  infantry  is  still  passing — 3  p.  m. 
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A  camp  near  Raccoon  Ford  has  just  been  broken  up.  Our  cavalry 
reconnaissances  have  evidently  disturbed  the  enemy.  He  has  not 
withdrawn  from  the  Rapidan. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


November  15,  1863 — 4.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Washington  : 

General  Buford  reports  that  his  reconnoitering  parties  found  in- 
fantry at  Rapidan  Station,  this  side  the  river,  and  infantry  holding 
Somerville  Ford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington, 
November  15,  1863 — 6.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Your  dispatch  of  3  p.  m.  received.  It  is  evident  the  enemy  have 
not  withdrawn  from  the  Rapidan,  but  I  do  not  like  the  reported 
passing  through  James  City  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and  the  reported 
movements  of  infantry  from  Raccoon  Ford.  This  has  the  appear- 
ance of  an  advance. 

I  had  intended  to  leave  here  to-morrow  at  9  a.  m.,  which  would 
bring  me  at  headquarters  by  noon,  but  if  you  think,  or  have  any 
later  intelligence  leading  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  enemy  is  ad- 
vancing, I  will  come  out  at  once. 

Please  let  me  have  an  answer  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


November  15,  1863—7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Your  dispatch  of  6.40  p.  m.  just  received.  All  the  information 
received  since  my  last  dispatch  indicates  that  the  enemy  is  not 
advancing.  The  movement  up  the  river  from  Raccoon  Ford  was 
probably  caused  by  the  advance  of  our  cavalry  reconnoitering  par- 
ties to  Rapidan  Station,  and  to  the  crossings  of  Robertson's  River. 
The  brigade  of  enemy's  cavalry  at  James  City  yesterday  apparently 
came  forward  to  reconnoiter,  and,  so  far  as  yet  learned,  returned 
across  Robertson's  River,  which  is  strongly  picketed  by  cavalry,  as 
Buford  has  just  reported. 

The  report  of  the  Pony  Mountain  signal  officer  at  6  p.  m.  shows 
that  the  enemy  is  encamped  chiefly  between  Raccoon  Ford  and 
Orange  Court-House.  His  camp  smokes  are  likfewise  seen  at  Mor- 
ton's Ford  and  the  fords  below  that.  No  camp  smokes  indicating 
an  advance  upon  either  flank  were  seen.  The  movement  of  troops 
from  Raccoon  Ford  up  the  river  ceased  soon  after  it  was  reported ; 
it  did  not  much  exceed  an  hour  in  duration.     The  infantry  this  side 
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the  river  at  Rapidan  Station  is  intrenched  as  it  was  formerly.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  you  to  hasten  your  return.  The  bridge  over  the 
Rappahannock  is  finished. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Genercd,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CULPEPER, 

November  15,  1863—8.25  a.  m. 

Colonel  Smith: 

I  received  the  dispatch  ordering  a  reconnaissance  to  ascertain  if 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery  still  held  the  fords  of  the  Rap- 
idan, particularly  if  there  is  infantry  on  this  side  at  the  Rapidan 
railroad  bridge.  I  answered  that  the  enemy  had  a  small  infantry 
picket  on  this  side,  at  Rapidan  Station,  but  there  is  no  force  of  in- 
fantry this  side  of  the  Rapidan  or  Robertson's  River. 

JNO.  BUFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  15,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[General  Pleasonton  :] 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  inform  General  Buford  of  the  reports  re- 
ceived last  evening  regarding  the  enemy's  movements?  He  would 
then  know  that  we  wished  by  the  reconnaissance  to  ascertain  the 
truth. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  15,  1863 — noon. 
Respectfully  returned. 

General  Buford  will  be  informed.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
he  is  aware  of  the  reports  mentioned. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General. 


CULPEPER  CoURT-HoUSE, 

November  15,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  : 

Another  party  has  returned.  They  found  enemy — infantry — in- 
trenched on  this  side  of  Rapidan  Bridge,  with  infantry  and  artillery 
on  opposite  side.  Along  Robertson's  River  nothing  but  cavalry, 
but  in  strong  force. 

BUFORD, 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  15,  1863—12  m.     (Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  personal  inspection  of  the  river 
bet-ween  Morton's  and  Raccoon  Fords.  The  Second  Brigade  of  this 
division  was  divided  into  two  parties,  one  of  which  I  sent  to  Rac- 
coon Ford,  the  other  to  Morton's  Ford.  At  the  latter  I  succeeded 
in  driving  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  which  held  the  ford 
back  to  the  high  ground  beyond.  Trie  recent  rains  have  rendered 
the  river  impassable.  The  enemy  opened  a  brisk  cannonade  from 
six  guns,  mounted  behind  earth-works  and  commanding  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  ford  (Morton's).  At  the  same  time  a  battery  was 
planted  below  the  ford,  but  was  not  opened.  The  heights  on  the 
opposite  bank  are  completely  covered  with  intrenchments,  which 
are  filled  with  infantry. 

Soon  after  my  command  made  its  appearance  at  Morton's  Ford, 
the  enemy  marched  a  heavy  column  of  infantry  into  their  intrench- 
ments. _  I  saw  at  least  a  division  of  infantry  at  this  point.  At  a 
point  midway  between  Morton's  and  Raccoon  Fords  I  saw  a  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  position,  and  from  which  they  fired  upon  my  col- 
umn. At  Raccoon  Ford  a  strong  infantry  force  was  displayed,  and 
four  guns  in  position.  A  few  shots  were  fired  from  the  latter.  I 
sent  General  Davies,  with  a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade,  to  examine 
Mitchell's  and  Germanna  Fords.  The  party  sent  to  the  latter  point 
have  not  yet  reported.  The  other  party  found  a  strong  force  of 
infantry  guarding  Mitchell's  Ford.  No  cavalry  was  observed  along 
the  entire  line.  Although  the  infantry  pickets  yesterday  were  re- 
lieved by  cavalry,  the  infantry  have  been  replaced  along  the  river 
on  my  front. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  D.  C,  November  15,  1863. 
General  Joseph  G.  Totten, 

Chief  of  Engineers: 

Sir  :  As  I  believe  that  a  method  of  laying  pontoon  bridges  which 
has  occurred  to  me,  and  which  I  have  directed  the  practice  of  in 
this  command,  may  be  of  general  interest,  I  would  respectfully 
ofiEer  you  the  following  report  and  description  of  the  same ;  and  it 
may  be  the  more  proper  to  lay  this  report  before  the  Department, 
because,  simple  as  the  process  has  apjjpared  to  me,  and  most  extraor- 
dinarily expeditious  as  it  has  been  found — such  that  a  pontoon 
bridge  one-fourth  of  a  milein  length,  and  with  about  450  men  only, 
is  laid  complete  for  the  passage  of  artillery  in  the  course  of  twenty 
minutes,  as  has  been  done  repeatedly  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of 
the  Potomac,  opposite  this  camp — yet  I  cannot  learn,  either  from 
books  or  otherwise,  that  this  method,  or  any  other  of  the  like  rapid- 
ity of  execution,  has  ever  been  previously  followed  in  our  own  or 
any  other  service.  In  fact,  by  the  method  I  found  in  practice,  in 
this  brigade  at  least,  six  to  eight  hours  were  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  of  any  such  length. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  building  of  these  bridges  by  making 
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rafts,  or  by  "conversion,"  as  referred  to  in  the  books,  and  as  prac- 
ticed by  the  regular  engineer  officers  while  attached  to  this  brigade, 
as  well  as  by  others,  was  Tiniformly  by  successive  pontoons,  thereby 
reducing  the  time  of  construction  but  in  a  limited  degree,  and  never 
beyond  half  of  that  of  the  usual  method  by  successive  pontoons. 

The  process  is  simply  to  have  the  wagon  bridge  trains  brought 
into  such  position,  well  closed  up,  as  to  be  unloaded  simultaneously 
along  the  shore,  as  in  most  cases  can  be  done,  and  as  is  the  most 
natural  and  expeditious  method,  with  ample  force  of  men,  and  then, 
with  small  bridge  squads  previously  detailed,  to  lay  the  several 
bays  of  the  bridge  along  the  shore,  also  simultaneously,  while  the 
abutments  on  the  shore  are  at  the  same  time  being  constructed  by 
other  squads,  when  the  bridge  or  long  raft,  to  fill  the  space  between 
the  abutments,  can  be  swung  with  the  oars,  aided  by  the  current  or 
wing,  into  the  desired  position,  and  made  complete  in  a  very  few 
minutes  by  connecting  the  ends  of  this  raft  with  these  abutments. 

This  method  of  laying  pontoon  bridges  had  occurred  to  me,  and  I 
had  directed  it  to  be  practiced  with  the  canvas  pontoon  train  at  Beau- 
fort, S.  C. ,  in  May,  1862,  and  again  I  proposed  it  to  the  officers  of  this 
brigade  in  April  of  this  year,  soon  after  receiving  this  command. 
But  though  i  continually  described  and  urged  it  upon  the  officers, 
the  want  of  opportunities  for  trial  while  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  persistent  adherence  to  the  old  methods  by  these  officers  when 
the  bridges  were  then  laid  or  removed,  with  my  indisposition  to 
force  the  new  methods  in  such  positions,  had  delayed  the  successful 
practice  of  it  until  we  reached  this  depot  camp  in  July  of  this  year. 
And  though  this  plan  was  then  ordered  and  minutely  described  to 
the  officers  for  their  practice  here — being  designedly  left  to  them  for 
the  first  three  or  four  weeks — the  continued  disbelief  in  it,  or  the 
quiet  opposition  which  I  was  afterward  assured  had  existed  with 
about  all  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  was  so  great  that  ho  advance  or 
improvement  appeared ;  in  fact,  I  had  the  written  report  of  the  drills 
here  describing  the  building  of  bridges  of  some  300  feet  in  forty -five 
to  fifty  minutes  by  the  old  method  of  successive  pontoons,  while  the 
new  method  was  reported  as  requiring  one  and  a  quarter  hours. 

This  satisfied  me,  then,  that  my  instructions  had  either  been  mis- 
understood or  had  not  been  zealously  carried  out,  and  I  at  once  took 
the  personal  direction  of  the  drills,  and  at  the  first  trial  the  bridge  of 
300  feet  was  completed  in  twenty  minutes ;  at  the  next,  after  due 
preparation  of  the  necessary  material,  the  bridge  to  span  the  Eastern 
Branch  here,  fully  1,300  feet  long,  was  laid  complete,  swung  into 
position,  and  connected  in  half  an  hour,  and  in  the  next  three  or 
four  drills  this  time  was  reduced  to  twenty  minutes  or  less  for  the 
complete  construction,  swinging  around,  and  connecting  .of  the 
bridge  ready  for  the  passage  of  artillery. 

The  detail  of  time  (which  I  think  is  now  reduced  to  nearly  its 
minimum)  for  the  several  parts  of  the  work,  I  may  mention  is  very 
nearly,  for  squads  of  6  to  7  men  of  some  experience,  about  seven  to 
nine  minutes  for  constructing  the  bridge  or  raft  along  the  shore, 
about  seven  to  nine  minutes  to  swing  the  bridge  to,  between  the 
abutments,  and  about  two  to  three  minutes  to  connect  and  complete 
the  whole,  or  some  eighteen  to  twenty  minutes  in  all.  The  time  for 
swinging  the  bridge  will,  of  course,  vary  with  the  width  of  the 
river,  currents,  wind,  &c.,  while  the  time  for  the  construction  of 
the  raft  along  the  shore  and  its  connection  to  the  abutments  will 
be  about  the  same  for  any  length  of  bridge. 
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For  removing  tli?  bridge  I  would  observe  that  nearly  the  same 
time  is  required  to  disconnect  the  raft  from  the  abutments,  about 
the  same  time  to  swing  the  raft,  and  for  dismantling  and  placing  the 
roadway  on  the  shore  about  four  or  five  minutes  only,  or  about 
fifteen  minutes  all  together  for  this  removal.  The  squads  of  men,  if 
the  force  were  available,  might  be  increased  from  6  to  7  to  10  to  12 
for  each  bay,  which  would  still  further  reduce  the  time  of  construc- 
tion and  dismantling. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  showing  the  delays,  not  to  say  op- 
position, that  has  been  experienced,  that,  simple  as  the  mode  really 
IS,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  one  that  would  be  so  readily  seized  upon, 
it  might  be  seen  how  strong  the  prejudice  was  in  favor  of  the  oM 
slow  process,  or  what  total  ignorance  there  was  of  this  mode  or  of 
its  advantages. 

Some  of  these  advantages  I  would  now  respectfully  call  attention 
to,  available  as  I  feel  assured  it  Avill  be  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the 
large  majority  of  cases  in  actual  practice.  It  would  have  answered 
perfectly,  I  know,  for  the  three  bridges  which  were  laid  at  the  United 
States  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock  in  April  last,  also  at  the  Franklin's 
and  the  Reynolds'  crossings,  3  and  4  miles,  respectively,  below  Fred- 
ericksburg, where  our  bridges  have  been  laid  repeatedly.  It  would 
have  applied  partially  at  Banks'  Ford,  where  Sedgwick's  troops  retired 
on  May  5;  also  partially  and  to  a  greater  extent  when  these  same  troops 
were  crossed  at  Edwards  Ferry  on  June  39,  1863,  when  it  would  have 
been  of  great  importance,  the  river  being  over  1,400  feet  wide  here. 
The  old  method  required  some  six  to  eight  hours  (as  reported  to  me) 
for  the  construction  of  each  of  the  two  bridges  tnere,  and  the  labor 
of  carrying  upon  the  shoulders  of  a  limited  number  of  men  of  these 
roadways  in  parts  for  the  space  of  over  one-eighth  of  a  mile,  while 
by  this  method  this  labor  of  carrying  the  material  is  needed  for  from 
10  to  20  or  50  feet  only. 

It  also  enables  the  material  to  be  used  by  the  largest  number  of  men 
from  the  position  where  it  can  most  speedily  be  unloaded  from  aland 
train,  the  wagons  and  trucks  of  this  train  being  unloaded  at  once 
from  the  positions  of  the  train  as  wheeled  and  closed  in  a  line  on  the 
river  bank.  Or  if  the  bank  did  not  permit  the  easy  approach  to  the 
wagons  the  loads  can  almost  as  quickly  be  distributed  there  by  the 
large  number  of  troops  usually  unoccupied  while  waiting  to  cross. 
While  the  old  method  required  the  piling  of  the  whole  bridge  train 
by  the  successive  loads  as  they  arrived,  around  a  single  abutment, 
as  well  as  the  carrying  of  this  material  to  be  laid,  by  one  or  at  most 
two  squads  of  men  for  ordinary  bridges,  while  all  the  rest  of  the 
command  were  in  a  forced  idleness. 

But  more  than  this,  it  can  carry,  fully  concealed  from  view  of 
sharpshooters,  a  storming  cohimn  of  men  equal  in  number  to  every 
foot  of  its  length,  as  every  pontoon  can  cover,  under  the  bridge 
floor,  or  concealed  a  foot  below  the  gimwale,  at  least  20  armed  men 
besides  its  crews  (of  which  the  one  or  two  oarsmen  only  need  be  ex- 
posed), so  that  as  the  raft  (previously  made  of  full  length)  comes 
directly  across  the  stream  and  grounds  at  either  bank,  these  men 
rise,  an  armed  storming  column  debouching  at  the  instant  from  the 
bridge,  to  be  followed  in  a  continuous  stream  by  other  troops  from 
the  pivot  shore,  and  in  power  to  sweep  away  everything  except  the 
heavy  masses  of  infantry  or  artillery  well  posted,  in  the  face  of 
which,  of  course,  the  construction  of  any  bridge  would  be  next  to 
impracticable.    After  the  opposite  bank  shall  have  been  cleared  of 
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the  enemy,  the  other  abutment  and  connection  could  he  completed 
for  the  passage  of  artillery. 

In  the  swing  of  the  bridge  it  may  be  remarked  that  with  every 
person  in  the  pontoons,  even  to  the  officers  (who  will  occasionally 
rise  up  to  observe  and  give  directions),  with  all  concealed  from  view 
except  the  one  or  two  boatmen  in  each  boat,  who  by  their  double 
motion  of  rowing  and  actual  rapid  passage  in  space  (especially  in 
the  exposed  parts  of  the  bridge),  there  is  scarcely  any  opportunity 
(as  appeared  evident  in  the  drills)  for  the  effective  use  of  sharp- 
shooters against  the  bridge  party,  or  even  for  ordinary  small 
volleys  of  musketry.  While  the  long,  weary  hours  of  exposure  in 
laying  the  bridges  by  successive  pontoons  at  Fredericksburg  in 
December,  1862,  or  even  the  supposed  improved  plan  by  which  they 
were  afterward  laid,  by  previously  embarking  masses  of  men  in 
pontoons  to  cross  first  to  clear  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  by 
exposing  such  masses  to  large  loss  by  volleys  from  an  enemy,  it  is 
believed,  offer  no  pretense  of  safety,  speed  of  passage,  or  efficiency 
like  the  mode  proposed. 

The  details  of  the  execution  or  the  drill  for  this  construction  is 
very  simple,  being  as  follows:  Where  the  shore  will  allow,  the 
train  of  pontoon  trucks  is  drawn  along  the  edge  of  the  shore,  closed 
and  wheeled  to  distances  of  about  20  feet,  with  the  sterns  of  the 
boats  ready  to  be  run  at  once  into  the  water  and  the  balks  slid  off  oppo- 
site to  them.  The  chess  wagons  (as  chess  for  two  bays  are  carried  on 
each)  are  brought  at  the  same  time  in  front  of  the  space  between 
each  pair  of  pontoons,  and  the  chess  there  run  off,  the  space  be- 
tween each  odd  pontoon  and  the  next  higher  numbered  boat  being 
left  for  free  communication.  If  the  immediate  shore  or  river  edge 
is  a  high  steep  bank  (the  only  case  where  this  method  may  not  be 
available)  andunapproachableby  wheels,  the  pontoons  can  be  placed 
in  the  water  at  the  most  convenient  points  and  floated  to  their  proper 
positions,  and  the  balks  and  chess  can  be  very  speedily  carried  and 
arranged  as  above  proposed,  with  the  large  force  of  troops  usually 
assisting  on  such  occasions,  by  whom  it  can  in  almost  all  cases  be 
easily  passed  down  to  the  boats. 

The  material  being  thus  placed  and  ready,  and  the  pontoniers 
arranged  in  squads  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  6  to  12  men 
each,  according  to  the  number  available,  and  the  boats  being  num- 
bered from  the  near-shore  abutments  or  pivot  flank  of  the  raft,  and 
the  squads  assigned  and  in  position  at  the  respective  sets  of  balks, 
at  the  order  for  construction  they  place  the  balks  (the  two  outer 
balks  first)  between  each  or  any  two  of  the  boats  by  the  easy  move- 
ment of  the  partial  rafts  in  the  water.  It  has  been  found  that  even 
the  laying  of  these  in  succession  is  not  requisite.  The  remaining 
balks  are  then  placed  and  lashed,  and  as  soon  as  the  lashings  are 
completed  over  any  even-numbered  boat,  the  placing  of  the  chess 
commences,  being  laid  both  ways  from  the  center  line  of  the  pon- 
toon over  the  adjacent  bays,  the  lashing  rails  being  placed  on  imme- 
diately that  any  bay  is  completed.  The  rails  over  each  pair  of  boats 
(as  between  Nos.  1  and  2,  Nos.  3  and  4,  &c.),  should  be  laid  as  inner 
rails,  and  between  the  pairs  as  outer  rails  to  prevent  irregularities. 
Each  squad  will  lash  the  rafts  upon  the  bay  above  its  boat,  or  be- 
tween that  and  the  next  higher  numbered  boat. 

As  soon  as  any  squad  has  lashed  the  side  rails,  it  takes  position  at 
once  in  the  boat,  concealed  below  the  gunwales,  excepting  the  one  or 
two  oarsmen  previously  designated,  who  raise  the  oars  ready  to  let 
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fall  at  the  word  to  swing,  each  oarsman  having  a  relief  under  cover 
near  him  ready  to  seize  the  oar  in  case  of  any  casualty.  While  the 
balks  are  being  lashed  a  minimum  number  of  anchor-boats  on  the 
outer  side  are  held  ready,  with  good  crews,  with  anchors  from  say 
two  not  adjacent  boats,  and  are  kept  head  outward  on  the  gentlest 
strain  of  their  cables.  At  the  word  to  move,  the  strain  of  the  oars 
should  be  strong  on  the  chord  of  the  arc  of  movement,  as  the 
carelessness  which  permits  these  boats  to  come  athwart  this  line 
very  greatly  obstructs  and  delays  the  swinging  of  the  bridge.  In 
the  rapid  passage  of  the  moving  end  of  a  long  bridge,  it  is  best  that 
the  outer  or  farther  anchor-boats  should  be  simply  towed  alongside 
the  end  boat  of  the  raft. 

While  this  work  is  being  executed,  a  special  squad  can  prepare  the 
hither  abutment,  and,  if  no  opposition  is  expected,  another  such  squad 
can  cross  with  two  or  three  pontoons  to  complete  the  opposite  or 
farther  abutment. 

And  as  soon  as  the  squads  on  the  raft  shall  have  taken  their  posi- 
tion, and  the  officers  are  all  in  the  boats,  if  opposition  is  expected, 
the  oarsmen,  at  the  word,  should  drop  and  ply  their  oars  together,  at 
the  wheeling  flank  strongly,  near  the  middle  gently,  and  at  the  pivot 
very  slightly;  in  these  last  cases  a  constant  watch  must  be  kept  by 
the  officers  and  men,  not  to  advance  their  portions  too  much.  With 
care  at  these  parts  the  bridge  may  be  carried  round  and  kept  very 
nearly  straight,  and  of  course  with  the  least  strain  or  injury  to  it, 
though  I  was  siirprised  to  find  no  damage  of  consequence  resulted 
from  a  cramping  of  the  pivot  end  of  the  bridge  by  which  it  was 
curved  into  about  a  quarter  circle  of  a  radius  of  not  more  than  150 
to  200  feet.  To  avoid  this  the  pivot  end  should  always  move  on  a 
small  circle,  well  clear  of  the  abutment. 

As  the  bridge  nears  its  proper  position,  the  up-stream  anchors 
direct  from  the  pontoons  of  the  bridge  should  be  thrown,  first  from 
near  the  pivot  end,  to  aid  in  judging  of  the  position,  for  which  range 
poles  on  the  proper  line  or  distance  above  the  intended  position  of 
the  bridge  shoTud  be  placed  upon  the  shore.  And  as  flie  bridge 
comes  between  the  abutments,  previously  placed,  the  connection  for 
vehicles  is  made  at  once,  while  the  anchor  boats  with  the  down- 
stream or  steadying  anchors  move  off  to  drop  them  in  position.  Or 
if  opposition  is  expected  or  is  offered,  the  farther  abutment  of  course 
not  being  placed,  the  bridge  is  held  by  its  upper  anchors  as  a  raft, 
until  the  storming  column  of  those  concealed  in  the  boats,  and  as 
many  others  as  shall  be  required  from  our  shore,  shall  have  passed 
over  it. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  inclosing  you,  for  the  further  explanation  of 
the  method  of  laying  these  bridges,  some  photographic  views  taken 
during  the  progress  of  construction.* 

No.  1  shows  the  pontoons  ready  with  the  material,  and  the  boat 
squads  ready  for  the  construction  (at  foot  of  East  Fifteenth  street). 

No.  2  shows  the  progress  of  construction  of  the  raft  after  four  to 
five  minutes'  labor. 

No.  3  shows  the  progress  of  the  bridge  raft  after  six  to  seven  min- 
utes' labor. 

No.  4  shows  the  bridge  coinpleted,  with  the  bridge  squads  formed 
ready  to  march  off.  Parts  of  a  trestle  and  canvas  pontoon  bridge 
across  a  cove  along  the  shore  are  in  view  here. 

*  Omitted. 


Chap.  XLI.l  COKEESPOKDENCE,  ETC. UWION.  467 

No.  5  shows,  from' a  nearer  point  of  view,  the  pontoon  bridge  ready 
for  service. 

No.  6  gives  the  view  down  the  Eastern  Branch  with  pontoon  bridge 
to  beyond  Navy- Yard  Bridge,  and  oarsmen  having  oars  raised  ready 
to  move  the  bridge  for  dismantling.  Parts  of  pontoon  balk-head 
nsed  for  laying  the  bridge  raft  are  shown  in  foreground  as  it  was 
placed  to  save  the  men  from  the  water,  though  rather  delaying  than 
expediting  the  work. 

Believing  that  they  would  also  be  interesting  at  the  Department,  I 
have  also  added  two  other  photographic  views. 

No.  7,  showing  the  old  or  generally  practiced  method  of  laying 
bridges  by  successive  pontoons. 

No.  8,  a  view  of  the  pontoon  bridges  laid  by  the  engineer  brigade 
under  my  command  on  the  morning  of  April  29,  1863,  at  Franklin's 
Crossing,  2i  miles  below  Fredericksburg.  This  shows  in  the  distance 
the  ruins  of  the  villa  of  Mansfield,  the  site  of  General  Bayard's 
death. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Fayeiieville,  Va.,  November  16,  1863— 9.30  a.  m. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Weir, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  my  lines  this  morn- 
ing. Night  before  last,  shortly  after  the  line  of  pickets  was  estab- 
lished, near  Warrenton,  4  men  and  a  corporal  were  found  to  be  miss- 
ing; no  alarm  was  given.  Last  night  several  shots  were  fired  at  the 
vedettes  along  the  whole  front  of  my  lines,  but  no  serious  attacks 
were  made. 

The  guerrillas  around  Warrenton  are  very  troublesome,  always 
attacking  my  pickets  after  nightfall.  The  citizens  do  all  in  their 
power  to  help  and  encourage  these  people,  and  I  fancy  that  by  put- 
ting a  section  of  my  battery  into  position,  about  li  miles  this  side 
of  the  town,  with  orders  to  open  upon  this  place  in  case  we  are  dis- 
turbed, no  guerrilla  raids  will  hereafter  be  made  upon  my  lines. 
We  are  very  short  of  forage.  The  missing  men  belong  to  First 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

November  17,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

To  comply  with  the  instructions  to  "picket  beyond  Warrenton," 
it  is  found  necessary  to  completely  envelop  that  town,  so  as  to  bring 
it  within  our  lines  and  cut  off  communication  between  its  disloyal 
inhabitants  and  the  guerrillas  who  infest  the  country  about.  These 
two  classes  of  people,  not  being  permitted  to  have  intercourse,  are 
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very  angry,  and  it  results  from  this  that  the  line  of  jjickets  is  con- 
stantly threatened  both  in  front  and  rear,  and  its  maintenance  will 
occasion  the  loss  of  men,  as  in  this  instance. 

D.  McM.  GKEGG, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


War  Department, 
Washington, -D.  C,  November  16,  1863. 
Ordered :  Messrs.  James  C.  Wetmere,  of  Ohio;  Gardiner  Tufts,  of 
Massachusetts;  W.  Y.  Selleck,  of  Wisconsin;  A.  Chester,  of  Illi- 
nois, and  J.  C  Rafferty,  of  New  Jersey,  are  hereby  constituted  a 
Board  of  Inspectors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  from  time  to 
time  the  Government  general  hospitals  and  military  prisons  in  the 
Department  of  Washington,  under  such  special  instructions  as  shall 
be  given  by  the  War  Department. 

All  oflBcers  of  these  hospitals  and  prisons  are  enjoined  to  treat  the 
inspectors  herein  named  with  respect  and  courtesy. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  such  transportation 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Board  to  perform  the  duty  of  visiting 
the  hospitals  and  prisons. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  November  16,  1863. 
James  C.  Wetmore,  of  Ohio ;  Gardiner  Tufts,  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  W.  Y.  Selleck,  of  Wisconsin ;  A.  Chester,  of  Illinois ; 
J.  C.  Rafferty,  of  New  Jersey : 

Gentlemen  :  As  a  Board  of  Inspectors  for  the  Government  gen- 
eral hospitals  and  military  prisons  in  the  Department  of  Washington, 
I  am  directed  to  convey  to  you  the  following  instructions  for  your 
guidance : 

AS  hospital  inspectors. 

1.  The  inspectors  are  required  to  inspect  the  hospitals  as  to  their 
general  order  and  cleanliness  in  all  their  parts  and  premises. 

2.  To  observe  as  to  the  eflficiency,  faithfulness,  and  humanity  of 
the  surgeons  and  other  attendants. 

3.  To  inspect  particularly  the  management  of  the  kitchens,  the 
condition  of  stores  and  supplies,  both  as  to  food  and  clothing,  the 
nature  of  the  cooking,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  rations,  and,  in 
general,  everything  pertaining  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
patients. 

4.  To  receive  complaints  of  patients  as  to  grievances,  and  give  them 
a  reasonable  hearing  and  investigation,  yet  in  no  way  to  interfere 
with  the  military  discipline  of  the  hospital.  If  any  just  ground  for 
complaint  be  found,  or  any  reform  be  needed,  they  are  to  apply  for 
the  remedy  to  the  surgeon  in  charge.  If  that  does  not  accomj)lish 
the  end,  they  are  to  report  the  facts  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and,  generally,  they  are  to  report  to  him  whenever  in  their  judg- 
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ment  anything  relating  to  a  hospital  or  its  officers  cannot  be  remedied 
■without  his  attention. 

5.  Three  of  the  Board  shall  constitute  a  sufficiant  number  to  con- 
duct an  inspection,  and  every  general  hospital  in  the  department  is 
to  be  visited  once  in  thirty  days,  and  as  much  oftener  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board,  it  may  be  expedient.  These  visits  will  be  made 
with  6r  without  previous  notice  to  the  surgeons  in  charge,  as  the 
Board  may  at  any  time  determine. 

6.  Generally,  in  the  spirit  of  the  above  instructions,  the  inspectors 
are  to  regard  the  good  condition  of  the  hospitals  as  committed  to  their 
keeping,  and  are  to  have  an  eye  on  everything  connected  with  them 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  patients  and  the  needs  of  the  mili- 
tary service.  It  is  desired,  however,  that  they  shall  so  act  that,  as 
far  as  it  is  possible  consistently  with  their  duties,  they  shall  not  be 
antagonistic  to,  but  co-operative  with,  the  surgeons  in  charge  for  the 
best  good  of  the  hospital. 

AS  PRISON  INSPECTORS. 

1.  The  inspectors  are  required  to  inspect  the  military  prisons  in  the 
Department  of  Washington,  in  all  their  parts  and  premises,  as  to  their 
general  management,  order,  and  cleanliness. 

2.  To  observe  as  to  the  efficiency,  fidelity,  and  humanity  of  the 
officers  in  charge. 

3.  To  see  whether  the  prisoners  are  as  well  cared  for  with  regard 
to  rations,  beds,  clothing,  fuel,  and  other  accommodations  for  com- 
fort and  decency  as  is  consistent  with  the  fact  of  imprisonment  and 
the  necessities  of  proper  discipline. 

4.  To  inspect  the  records  of  the  prisons,  and  see  that  against  the 
name  of  every  person  admitted  there  is  a  clearly  written  statement 
of  the  offense  for  which  he  is  committed,  and  if  from  time  to  time 
persons  are  found  imprisoned  for  a  long  period  without  an  official 
hearing,  or  who  appear  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  proper  mili- 
tary authorities,  or  with  regard  to  whom  there  is  evidently  some 
error  in  the  charge,  the  inspectors  are  to  report  such  cases,  with  a 
clear  statement  of  the  same,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

5.  Each  of  the  military  prisons  in  the  Department  of  Washington 
is  to  be  visited  by  at  least  three  of  the  Board,  together,  once  in  thirty 
days,  and  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  Except  by 
way  of  suggestion  and  advice  to  the  superintendent,  the  inspectors 
are  not  to  interfere  with  the  discipline  of  the  prisons,  but  will  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  whenever  in  their  judgment  the  good  of  the 
prisons  and  of  the  public  service  requires  it. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

•   JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 
November  16,  1863—4.30  p.  m.     (Received  10.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in- Chief  : 
I  am  endeavoring  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  keep  my  lines 
closed  against  all  persons  desiring  to  go  south.     I  have  ordered  that 
no  passes  be  given,  except  at  my  headquarters,  and  then  upon  a  care- 
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ful  investigation,  and  the  applicant  to  be  indorsed  by  the  head- 
quarters at  Washington,  Baltimore,  or  Clarksburg.  My  principal 
trouble  is  with  a  lot  of  persons,  calling  themselves  scouts  and  de- 
tectives, who  pass  and  repass  our  lines  on  passes  secured  from  high 
authority.    I  have  abolished  the  whole  system. 

JEE.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

War  Department, 
November  16,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  C.  Schenck, 

Commanding  Middle  Department,  Baltimore  : 
The  Fourth  Delaware  Infantry  has  been  ordered  home.  I  do  not 
expect  to  go  to  Gettysburg.  The  President,  however,  will  go  on 
Wednesday,  and  if  you  can  leave  yovLT  command  at  that  time,  he  will 
no  doubt  be  glad  to  be  accompanied  by  you ;  but  the  other  matter 
that  comes  off  on  the  same  day,  the  19tn,  is  of  so  much  importance 
that  it  is  for  you  to  consider  whether  you  should  be  there  or  in  Wil- 
mington. When  the  order  to  go  to  Gettysburg  was  given,  I  had 
forgotten  that  the  Delaware  election  occurred  on  that  day,  and  I 
have  been  informed  that  it  is  expected  some  rebel  sympathizers  wUl 
be  taken  to  Wilmington  to  overawe  loyal  voters.  You  are,  there- 
fore, left  to  act  according  to  your  discretion. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  |         Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  119.  I  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  16,  1863. 

m  If  *  *  *  *  * 

VIII.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Heckman,  commanding  at  Newport  News, 
will  order  the  following  troops  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Getty, 
commanding  United  States  forces  at  Portsmouth,  Va.  :  Twenty-fifth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry  ;  Ninth  Regiment  New 
Jersey  Infantry ;  one  squadron  Third  New  York  Cavalry  ;  Howell's 
battery.  Third  New  York  Artillery. 

The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler  : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjiiiant-Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  508.  i  Washington,  November  16,  1863. 

26.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Graham,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  in 
person  at  the  expiration  of  his  present  leave  of  absence  to  the  com- 
manding general.  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  for 

assignment  to  duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  If 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General,  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  19.  f       Clarksburg,  W.   Va.,  November  16,  1863. 

I.  The  headquarters  of  this  department  ■will,  after  this  date  and 
until  further  orders,  he  at  Cumherland,  Md. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley : 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  17,  1863. 
Circular  to  Corps  Commanders: 
You  will  he  prepared  to  move  with  your  command  at  short  notice. 
By  commandof  Maior-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Camp, 

Vienna,  Va.,  Noveniber  17,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Corcoran, 

Comdg.  Division,  Fairfax  Cov/rt-House: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  us  in- 
formation with  as  little  delay  as  possible  when  parties  of  j^our  com- 
mand are  sent  out,  in  order  to  avoid  any  trouble  that  might  arise 
from  parties  meeting  at  night. 

Two  parties  of  50  men  each  from  this  command  had  been  sent  out 
over  an  hour  with  special  countersign  and  parole  when  your  message 
reached  us.  The  guerrillas  captured  a  sergeant  and  2  men,  and 
wounded  1  of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry.  No  other  damage 
was  done.  Fifty  men  are  now  out  with  instructions  to  scout  as  far 
as  Aldie.  It  is  barely  possible  that  they  may  fall  in  with  a  few  of 
the  rebels. 

A  picket  about  a  mile  from  camp  were  alarmed  at  about  1  o'clock 
last  night,  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  alarm  was  not 
groundless. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  LOWELL,  Jr. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cav.  Corps, 

November  18, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Da  vies: 

Major  Brewer,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  on  picket,  reports  that  the 
enemy  have  crossed  a  few  infantry  skirmishers  at  different  points 
all  along  his  front,  who  are  annoying  him  by  constant  firing.  He 
has  been  ordered  to  hold  his  position  and  not  fall  back  unless  com- 
pelled, and  to  prevent  their  crossing  if  possible. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  TOWN, 

Colonel,  CoTnmanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  Chief  Qcjartermaster, 
Camp  near  Brandy  Station,  November  18,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams. 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report^  for  the  information  of 
the  commanding  general,  that  I  have  examined  the  capacity  of  our 
wagon  trains  as  now  allowed  by  existing  orders  for  carrying  of 
supplies,  and  find,  in  round  numbers,  that  each  corps  can  carry  ten 
days'  short  rations  of  subsistence  and  forage  in  the  baggage  and 
supply  trains,  in  addition  to  the  most  necessary  articles  of  baggage, 
camp  equipage,  &c.  To  do  this,  less  small-arms  ammunition  should 
be  carried  in  wagons.  I  would  suggest  that  only  three  wagons,  in- 
stead of  five,  be  allowed  each  1,000  men  for  that  purpose. 

I  inclose  a  memorandum  of  what  a  wagon  can  carry,  also  a  meni- 
orandum  of  the  wagons  in  Sixth  Corps  and  what  they  can  carry. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  wagon  cannot  carry  over  1,000  rations  of 
subsistence,  and,  say,  600  pounds  of  grain.  This  will  make  the  load 
over  2,000  pounds.  '  The  general  depot  can  furnish  wagons  enough 
to  carry  two  days'  hard  bread  and  four  of  salt  for  the  army.  This 
will  give  twelve  days'  in  wagons,  with  an  extra  allowance  of  salt. 

If  the  men  carry  eight  days'  on  their  persons  there  will  be  twenty 
days'  in  all.  I  would  remind  the  general  commanding  that  experi- 
ence has  shown  that  there  is  no  military  advantage  in  loading  the 
men  heavily.  They  become  quickly  fatigued  and  waste  the  rations. 
In  case  of  battle  they  abandon  them.  If  eight  days'  are  carried, 
hardly  more  than  five  can  be  calculated  upon. 

In  any  military  operations  based  on  amount  of  supplies  carried  in 
wagon  trains,  calculations  must  be  made  for  a  fresh  supply  from 
some  reliable  source  at  the  expiration  of,  say,  fifteen  days.. 

The  army  can  be  furnished  with  all  its  prescribed  supplies  on  or 
before  Friday  evening. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brig.  Gen.,  and  Chief  Q.  M.,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[Inclosure.] 

Capabilities  of  supply  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  excluding  the  artillery, 
computing  rations  for  18,000  men,  at  1,500  pounds  weight  for  1,000 
rations  {l|  pounds  to  a  ration),  and  forage  for  2,500  animals,  at  10 
pounds  each.  This  number  of  animals  includes  only  those  attached 
to  the  supply  trains  abd  300  others,  estimated  not  to  be  provided  for 
otherwise. 

Pounds. 

18,000  rations  weigh '. 27, 000 

2,500  animals'  forage 35, 000 

Daily  supply 52, 000 

The  number  of  wagons  procurable  for  supply  trains  is  226.  Esti- 
mating their  capacity  at  2,500  pounds  each,  makes  565,000  pounds. 
Divide  this  by  52,000,  gives  ten  days  and  a  fraction  of  about  four- 
fifths. 

All  the  wagons  included  in  the  supply  trains  cannot  be  devoted  to 
rations  and  forage.  Quartermasters  are  obliged  to  carry  their 
blacksmiths'  and  harness-makers'  shops,   and  commissaries  their 
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scales,  &c.  About  ten  days'  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  the  full 
capacity  of  supply.  The  same  number  of  days'  rations  can  be  car- 
ried by  the  artillery  supply  train,  but  not  more  than  five  days'  for- 
age can  be  carried  in  -wagons. 

One  wagon  will  carry  1,200  rations  hard  bread;  2,000  rations 
coffee  (1  barrel);  1,800  rations  sugar  (1  barrel);  300  rations  (two- 
eighths  pound)  pork  (1  barrel,  1  box,  25  pounds);  1,200  rations  salt  (1 
box,  45  pounds);  36  rations  (9  pounds  to  ration)  oats  (3  sacks);  gross 
weight,  2,674  pounds. 

Weight  of  1,200  rations,  two-eighths  pounds  pork,  2,520  pounds; 
weight  of  1,200  rations,  short,  1,800  pounds;  weight  of  ten  days' 
rations,  forage,  600  pounds. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  34.  )  Fort  Monroe,   Fa.,  November  18,  1803. 

Mr.  John  D.  Sanborn  is  hereby  appointed  special  provost-marshal 
in  this  department,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  November  19,  1863. 

(Received  13  p.  m.) 

Col.   E.    D.    TOWNSBND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
The  recent  success  of  Brigadier-General  Averell  at  Lewisburg  has 
cleared  the  new  State  of  West  Virginia  of  any  organized  force  of 
rebels,  and  my  operations  for  a  time  will  probably'  be  directed 
against  the  enemy  in  the  Valleys  of  South  Branch  and  Shenandoah. 
In  view  of  this,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  greater  portion  of  the 
troops  of  my  department  are  east  of  or  in  this  vicinity,  I .  have 
deemed  it  proper  and  advisable  to  change  my  headquarters  from 
Clarksburg  to  this  place. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
November  20,  1863 — 12  noon.     (Received  1.10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  : 
All  information  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  Lee  has  not  made  any 
movement  with  any  part  of  his  force,  but  is  awaiting  an  advance  on 
my  part.  His  army  seems  to  be  holding  in  force  the  fords  of  the 
Rapidan,  the  left  of  the  infantry  at  Germanna  Ford,  and  the  right 
toward  Orange  Court-House,  with  his  cavalry  on  each  flank.  Day 
before  yesterday  he  crossed  a  considerable  body  of  cavalry  at  Ely's 
Ford,  who  drove  in  our  pickets,  surprised  an  outpost,  and  after 
capturing  some  30  men,  a  wagon  and  ambulance,  recrossed  the  river 
at  Ely's  and  Germanna.  The  object  of  this  expedition  was,  un- 
doubtedly, to  ascertain  whether  I  was  making  any  movement  to  his 
left. 
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The  railroad  was  completed  on  last  Monday,  but  is  not  yet  in 

§ood  working  order,  the  storm  of  last  Saturday  seriously  injuring  it. 
o  soon  as  the  army  is  fully  supplied,  I  shall  move  forward,  turning 
either  the  right  or  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  All  general  considera- 
tions are  strongly  in  favor  of  operating  on  his  right  flank,  as  this 
movement  will  require  a  change  of  a  portion  of  the  army  of  only 
12  miles,  will  not  uncover  my  rear  or  communications,  and  in  case 
of  failure  enables  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  without  difificulty. 
To  move  on  his  left,  and  threaten  Gordonsville  and  Orange  Court- 
House,  involves  a  march  of  60  miles,  entire  abandonment  of  my 
communications,  and  exposes  the  army  in  case  of  disaster  to  having 
its  retreat  cut  off. 

Examinations  are  being  made  with  a  view  of  determining  the 
practicability  of  turning  the  right  by  Germanna  and  Ely's.  They 
will  be  finished  by  the  time  the  army  is  supplied,  which  will  be  by 
to-morrow  or  next  day,  when,  I  shall  decide  which  movement  to 
make,  and  at  once  proceed  to  its  execution. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Covfimanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  November  20,  1863 — 3.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
I  respectfully  advise  that  you  do  not  telegraph  any  tactical  move- 
ments you  propose  making.     To  know  them  here  beforehand  can 
serve  no  obiect,  and  they  may  be  disclosed  to  the  enemy. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


November  20,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Newton, 

Comma/nding  First  Corps  : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  corps 
in  readiness  for  concentration  at  Rappahannock  Station,  providing 
it  with  the  rations  and  forage  required  by  existing  orders.  It  is  in- 
tended that  one  division  of  your  corps — ^probably  that  of  General 
Kenly — shall  remain  to  guard  the  railroad,  and  the  distribution  of 
which  will  be  governed  by  information  that  will  be  furnished  you 
at  the  time  the  order  for  concentration  is  issued. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  A.  P., 

November  20,  1863—2  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  officer  I  sent  on  a  reconnaissance  above  the  Rapidan  did  not 
return  until  a  late  hour.  He  reports  that  the  enemy  have  but  very 
few  rifle-pits  below  Germanna  Ford,  and  they  show  little  or  no  force 
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below  that  point.  The  river  is  fordable  for  infantry  at  Ely's  Ford, 
also  at  two  fords  located  2  and  3  miles  above  Ely's.  The  roads  on 
this  side  the  river  leading  to  it  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  afford 
every  facility  for  the  passage  of  troops.  In  addition  to  this  the  sig- 
nal officer  reports  great  activity  among  the  rebels  in  the  vicinity  of 
Morton's  Ford.  They  could  be  plainly  seen  throwing  up  earth- 
works and  placing  guns  in  position. 

This  I  consider  reliable,  as  a  portion  of  it  came  under  my  personal 
observation. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  20,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

From  examination  made  by  an  excellent  officer  of  my  command, 
and  from  citizens  who  have  lived  many  years  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Rapidan,  I  learn  the  following  facts  : 

Ely's  Ford  is  one  of  the  best  fords  on  the  river,  and  artillery  can 
be  crossed  with  the  utmost  facility.  Three  miles  above  Ely's  Ford 
there  is  a  ford  known  as  Hall's,  which  is  an  excellent  ford,  over 
which  artillery  can  be  passed.  At  this  point  the  enemy  have  thrown  - 
up  three  small  rifle-pits,  but  they  are  of  trifling  importance.  At  a 
point  about  one-half  mile  above  Hall's  Ford  is  a  private  ford,  known 
as  Humphreys'  Ford,  that  is  a  good  ford  for  infantry,  but  too  rocky 
and  narrow  for  artillery.  One  mile  below  Ely's  Ford  there  is  a  ford 
called  Urquhart's  Ford,  which  will  afford  a  passage  for  infantry  and 
has  been  used  for  wagons,  but  it  is  not  a  good  ford.  There  is  a  road 
running  almost  parallel  with  the  river  from  Germanna  to  Ely's  Ford, 
at  an  average  distance  of  i^  miles  from  the  river.  Hall's  Ford  can 
be  plainly  seen  from  Ely's  Ford. 
Verv  respectfully, 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Corndg.  Secmid  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Cav.  Corps. 


YORKTOVPN, 

November  20,  [1863.] 
Major-General  Butler  : 

Our  scouts  just  returned  from  Twelve-Mile  Ordinary  report  that 
Pickett  is  coming  down  to  retaliate,  which  is  my  earnest  wish.  I 
can  hold  my  Williamsburg  line  against  at  least  10,000  men  with 
no  heavier  artillery  than  we  have  a  right  to  apprehend.  I  have 
small  hopes  of  such  a  movement  by  Pickett,  but  if  so,  are  there 
sufficient  troops  and  transportation  to  throw  a  force  in  his  rear  ? 
A  very  small  force  would  be  safe,  as  I  will  press  him  very  close  in 
front. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Washington, 

November  21,  1863. 
Major-Geueral  CoTJCH, 

Chamber sburg,  Pa.: 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  November  13,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  you  will  dispose  of  a  sufiBcient 
number  of  troops  of  your  command  as  will  furnish  the  necessary 
protection  to  the  disturbed  mining  districts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  21,  1863—7  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps  : 

Colonel:  Two  deserters  have  just  come  in,  both  very  intelligent, 
who  have  been  in  the  service  three  years. 

They  informed  me  that  Ewell's  corps  is  in  position  opposite  my 
line  of  pickets,  the  left  at  Somerville  Ford  and  the  right  resting  on 
Mine  Eun,  at  Bartlett's  Mill,  or  Burr  Hill  Post-Office,  about  3  miles 
from  the  river,  opposite  Sevons'  [?]  Ford.  Early's  division  and 
Rodes'  division  are  on  the  river  from  Somerville  Ford  to  Mitchell's 
Ford.  The  third  division  (Johnson's)  occupies  a  line  of  intrench- 
ments  running  back  from  Mitchell's  Ford  nearly  perpendicular  to 
the  river.  They  represent  the  position  this  division  occupies  as  very 
formidable.  Rodes'  and  Johnson's  divisions  moved  up  to  this  point 
last  Sunday,  from  near.  Orange  Court-House. 

Hampton's  cavalry  picket  the  river  from  Mitchell's  Ford  to  Ger- 
manna  Ford.  There  is  no  infantry  on  the  river  below  Mitchell's 
Ford. 

I  am  satisfied,  from  the  information  of  these  men  and  other  reports 
lately  received,  that  the  enemy  have,  infantry  and  artillery,  less  than 
40,000  men.  Ewell's  corps  consists  of  three  divisions — Johnson's, 
Rodes',  and  Early's — each  have  from  four  to  five  brigades.  John- 
son's division  has  four  brigades — Steuart's,  Walker's,  Stafford's,  and 
Jones'.  Rodes'  division  has  five  brigades  —  Ramseur's,  Battle's, 
Daniel's,  and  Johnston's.  Early's  division  has  four  brigades — Hoke's, 
Hays',  Smith's  old  brigade,  and  one  brigade,  general  unknown. 
Each  brigade  will  number  from  1,300  to  1,500  men,  giving  the  corps 
18,200  men. 

Hill's  corps  is  less  than  Ewell's,  giving  Hill's  corps  18,000  men. 

Major-General  Lee  has  but  36,000  mqn  in  his  two  corps.  Add  to 
this,  Pickett's  division,  numbering  less  than  5,000  men,  gives  him 
41,000  men;  take  from  this  1,607,  Lee's  official  report  of  Eis  loss  at 
Rappahannock  Station,  and  he  then  has  about  39,000  men  all  told. 

Each  division  has  a  battalion  of  artillery,  giving  each  corps  from 
forty  to  forty-eight  guns.  They  have,  besides,  three  battalions  of 
artillery  in  reserve. 

I  have  given  these  facts  in  detail,  as  the  two  men  are  worn  out  and 
cannot  be  sent  in  until  morning. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Third  Division. 
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Special  Orders,  |   War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  518.  C  Washington,  November  21,  1863. 

-fC  ^  !y*  SfC  S|C  SfS  ^ 

22.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  relieve 
Major-Geueral  Schenck  in  command  of  the  Middle  Department  at 
sucn  time  as  the  general  may  notify  him  of  his  readiness  to  turn  it 
over. 

SfC  ^  ^  if*  S|C  SfC  S|! 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


November  22,  1863—11.40  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  railroad 
having  been  reconstructed,  and  the  depot  at  Warrenton  Junction 
broken  up,  a  new  disposition  of  your  corps  will  be  made. 

He  accordingly  directs  that  you  assign  the  duty  of  guarding  the 
railroad  to  one  division  of  your  corps  (General  Kenly's),  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  which  a  detachment  of  500  cavalry  will  be  ordered 
to  report  from  Gregg's  division,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  duty. 
A  brig;ade  of  infantry^  with  a  battery  of  artillery.,  will  be  posted  at 
Rappahaaaock  Station.  A  force  of  infantry,  if  practicable,  will  be 
posted  at  each  of  the  following  points  on  the  road,  viz,  Bealeton, 
Warrenton  Junction,  Catlett's,  or  Cedar  Run  bridge,  Nokesville, 
Kettle  Run  bridge,  Bristoe,  and  Manassas  Junction.  The  road  will 
be  strongly  picketed  from  Manassas  Junction  to  Bull  Run  bridge ; 
the  small  bridges  and  the  culverts  will  be  guarded  as  usual,  and  the 
road  patrolled  and  picketed. 

Cavalry  may  be  substituted  for  infantry  at  such  points  where  it  is 
found  best  suited  to  the  object,  and  will  be  used  for  patrolling.  The 
other  two  divisions  of  your  corps,  with  the  remaining  artillery,  will 
be  concentrated  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  held  ready  to  move 
with  the  supplies  required  by  recent  circular  to  be  kept  on  hand. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps,  November  22,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  had  the  worst  of  the  roads  beyond  Mountain  Run  examined. 
They  are  drying  up  and  are  not  bad,  excepting  in  spots.  Mountain 
Run,  where  the  fords  are,  is  belly  deep  for  a  horse. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  22,  1863—8  p.  m. 
The  commanding  general  desires  to  see  corps  commanders  at  his 
headquarters  at  1  p.  m.  to-morrow,  the  23d.     Please  acknowledge. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Circular.]       Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  22,  1863. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  6  a.  m.,  as  the  wagon 
train  will  not  accompany  the  troops. 

Brigade  commanders  will  have  their  commands  supplied  with 
three  days'  rations  from  to-morrow  evening,  and  two  days'  forage 
from  the  same  period.  No  wagons  will  accompany  the  troops  save 
one  wagon  for  the  headquarters  of  each  brigade  and  one  for  each 
battery.  All  other  wagons  will  be  parked,  and  will  report  to  the 
division  quartermaster  before  the  hour  specified  for  the  moving  of 
the  troops. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg : 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  23,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
On  account  of  the  unfavorable  appearance  of  the  morning,  the 
troops  will  not  move  from  their  camps  until  further  orders  from 
these  headquarters.     They  will,  however,  be  prepared  to  move  at 
very  short  notice  should  the  weather  clear  up  after  daylight. 
Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Your  dispatch  ordering  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  movement 
of  the  troops  is  received. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Majo  r-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  23,  1863. 

Major-General  French,  Comdg.  Third  Corps: 
The  following  dispatch  is  sent  for  your  information  and  guidance. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

My  parties  on  the  road  between  here  aiid  Brandy  Station  I  find  are 
too  small  to  do_^ll  the  work,  and  the  road  will  still  be  in  bad  condi- 
tion at  sunset.  If  any  troops  are  to  move  very  soon  over  that  road, 
there  should  be  very  heavy  working  parties  on  it  at  once. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  23,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  brigade  near  Culpeper  may  be  witlidrawn  at  once.     General 
Warren  refers  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  from  Brandy  Station  to 
the  crossing  of  Mountain  Run  as  the  one  requiring  heavy  working 
parties. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

November  23,  1863. 
Majot-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  been  busy  all  day  directing  and  examining,  and  the  meeting 
escaped  my  memory.  My  non-attendance  was  known  to  you.  I 
cannot  think  I  could  be  supposed  to  have  received  any  instructions 
in  regard  to  the  movement  to-morrow. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 


Major-  Q-eneral. 


[Indorsement.] 


Dear  Williams:  What  is  this  in  reply  to? 

A.  A.  H.     [HUMPHREYS.] 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

November  33,  [1863]— 12.50  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel:  The  advance  of  my  division  had  crossed  the  Rapidan  at 
Ely's  Ford  before  I  received  the  order  countermanding  a  movement 
for  to-day.  There  were  7  cavalrymen  on  picket  on  the  other  side. 
Only  one  regiment  of  mine  was  seen  by  the  enemy.  I  now  have  one 
brigade  at  Richardsville  and  one  near  Ellis'  Ford.  I  have  sent  my 
wagon  train  to  Brandy  Station  to  load  with  forage.  A  party  of  30 
rebel  cavalry. was  at  Richardsville. this  morning.  My  headquarters 
near  Ellis'  Ford. 
Yours,  &c., 

D.  McM.  X^REGG, 
Brigadier-General,  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

November  23,  1863. 
Col.  P.  HuEY,  Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  The  command  will  not  cross  at  United  States  Ford,  as 
before  directed,  but  will  cross  the  Rappahannock  at  Ellis'  Ford, 
and  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford.    Your  brigade  will  move  in  advance, 
and  at  the  hour  specified  in  your  former  instructions. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg : 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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November  23,  [1863]— 2  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  just  heard  that  United  States  Ford  is  blocked 
up  with  fallen  timber,  and  it  will  take  half  a  day  to  clear  it.  Shall 
I  not  send  General  Gregg's  command  across  at  Ely's  Ford  ?  He  can 
move  from  Morrisville  by  way  of  Ellis'  Ford.  Please  give  me  an 
answer  as  soon  as  you  can.    It  is  important  to  change  Gregg's  orders. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  23,  1863. 
The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered  for  to-morroV,  the 
24th  instant  : 

1.  The  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Warren  commanding,  will 
move  at  daylight,  marching  to  Germanna  Ford,  taking  the  main  dirt 
road,  keeping  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  between  Madden's 
and  Brannan's,  to  admit  of  the  passage  at  the  same  time  of  the  Fifth 
Corps.  Upon  reaching  Germanna  Ford,  the  passage  of  the  river  wOl 
be  forced  (should  the  enemy  dispute  it).  After  crossing  the  Rapidan, 
the  corps  will  move  on  the  Germanna  plank  road  to  the  old  turn- 
pike to  Orange  Court-House,  and  advance  to  Eobertson's  Tavern,  if 
practicable. 

2.  The  Third  Corps,  Major-General  French  commanding,  will  move 
at  daylight,  crossing  Mountain  Run  at  Ross'  Mills,  enter  the  Ger- 
manna plank  road  at  the  first  cross-road  leading  to  it  (past  HoUey's), 
and  diverge  from  it  between  Mitchell's  and  Willis',  and  cross  the 
Rapidan  by  the  bridge  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacobs'  Mills.  Should  the 
passage  of  the  river  be  disputed,  the  Third  Corps  will  co-operate  with 
the  Second  Corps  in  forcing  it.  Having  crossed,  the  Third  Corps 
will  move  on  the  Jacobs'  Ford  and  Robertson's  Tavern  road  and 
take  post  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps,  on  the  road  from  Raccoon 
Ford  to  Robertson's  Tavern,  covering  the  right  from  approach  in  the 
direction  of  Bartlett's  Mill. 

3.  The  Fifth  Corps,  Major-General  Sykes  commanding,  will  move 
at  daylight,  enter  the  main  ridge  road  at  Madden's  (keeping  on  the 
left-hand  side),  and  proceed  by  way  of  Richardsville  to  Culpeper  Ford, 
where  it  will  cross  the  Rapidan,  and  move  by  the  shortest  route  to 
the  Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road  at  Parker's  Store,  and, 
if  practicable,  advance  upon  that  road  to  the  cross-road  "from  Rob- 
ertson's Tavern. 

4.  The  Sixth  Corps,  Major-General  Sedgwick  commanding,  will 
move  at  daylight,  and  follow  the  route  of  the  Third  Corps,  crossing 
Mountain  Run  at  Ross'  Mills.  It  will  leave  a  division  in  the  vicinity 
of  Jacobs'  Mills,  to  cover  the  removal  of  the  bridge  at  that  ford  and 
to  protect  the  line  of  communication  by  Germanna  Ford.  The  Sixth 
Corps  will  take  post  in  rear  of  the  Third  Corps  on  the  Jacobs'  Ford 
road. 

5.  The  First  Corps,  Major-General  Newton  commanding,  will  move 
at  daylight  by  way  of  Paoli  Mills,  and  follow  the  route  of  the  Fifth 
Corps,  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Culpeper  Ford.  If  practicable,  it 
will  move  to  the  Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road.  It  will 
take  post  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 
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6.  The  Reserve  Artillery  will  follow  the  First  Corps  and  park  in 
its  vicinity. 

7.  When  two  corps  take  the  same  route,  the  commanders  will  keep 
each  other  advised  of  their  position  and  progress,  and  the  com- 
manders of  the  leading  corps  on  each  of  the  three  routes  will  com- 
municate and  co-operate  with  each  other.  All  corps  commanders 
will  keep  the  commanding  general  constantly  advised  of  their 
progress. 

8.  Detachments  of  cavalry,  each  100  strong,  with  3  commissioned 
officers,  will  report  for  duty,  respectively,  to  Major-General  French, 
Maior-General  Sykes,  and  Major-General  Warren.  A  bridge  train 
will  likewise  be  sent  to  each  of  these  officers.  Siege  guns  will  be 
sent  from  the  Reserve  Artillery  to  Major-General  Warren. 

9.  Each  corps  will  take  with  it  the  ammunition  trains,  ambulance 
trains,  including  the  brigade  medicine  wagons,  and  the  spring  wagons 
and  ambulances  authorized  for  the  several  headquarters ;  but  these 
will  not  cross  the  river,  excepting  one-half  the  infantry  ammunition 
wagons  (30  rounds  per  man).  Ambulances  in  the  proportion  of 
those  of  one  brigade  for  each  division  and  the  spring  wagons  and 
ambulances  authorized  for  the  several  headquarters. 

10.  The  trains  not  already  specified  will  be  parked  in  the  vicinity 
of  Richardsville,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster. 

11.  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will  move  on  the  left  flank.  Kil- 
patrick's  division  of  cavalry  will  continue  to  guard  the  fords  of  the 
Rapidan  until  further  orders,  and  will  be  held  ready  to  move. 
Buford's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  disposed  on  the  right,  to  cover 
the  movement. 

12.  The  trains  will  be  so  moved  as  under  no  circumstances  to 
interfere  with  the  movements  of  the  troops. 

13.  Headquarters  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Germanna  Ford. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquartees  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  24,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps:. 

In  consequence  of  the  rain,  it  is  not  expected  that  a  movement  of 
the  army  will  take  place  before  the  26th  instant.  Commanders  will 
keep  their  supplies  replenished  from  the  depot. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  other  corps  commanders.) 


Camp  Paoli  Mills,  Va., 
November  24,  1863—10  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Sir  :  My  command  marched  this  morning  at  5.30  o'clock.    The 
order  suspending  the  movement  found  me  at  the  point  where  the 
roads  divide,  going  to  Germanna  and  Ely's  Ford.     My  leading 
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division,  with  the  bridges,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Richardsville.  The 
rivulets  are  much  swollen,  and  the  roads  so  much  soaked  that  the 
trains  would  have  had  great  difficulty  in  passing  over  them.  This  is 
e  pecially  the  case  off  the  main  road.  The  wheels  of  my  leading 
batteries  cut  through  in  places  half  way  to  the  axle ;  it  would  have 
been  much  worse  for  those  to  come  after.  My  troops  are  now  com- 
pleting their  return  to  camp. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major- Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  24,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  sent  this-morning  to  halt  General  Gregg's  command. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  the  result.     It  is  probable  my  aide-de-camp 
would  meet  him  between  Ellis'  and  Ely's  Fords,  with  orders  to  halt 
there  until  the  infantry  began  to  move  over  to  the  Rapidan. 

As  the  movement   is  postponed  until  26th,  shall  Gregg  remain 
where  he  is  found  or  return  to  Morrisville  ? 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  November  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  17.  S.  Army: 

General  :  It  is  very  desirable  that  I  should  have  in  command  of 
the  troops  in  this  city  and  harbor  one  who  has  some  familiarity  with 
administration.  In  the  removal  of  General  Canby  to  Washington 
I  have  sustained  a  very  great  loss.  Major-General  Peck,  who  is  now 
in  command  at  New  Berne,  would  fill  his  place  better  than  any  one 
whom  I  now  think  of,  and  if  he  can  be  spared  I  request  that  he  may 
be  ordered  here  with  as  little  delay  ^s  possible.  He  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  men  and  things  here,  and  can  be  of  great  service 
to  me  in  case  of  any  trouble. 

I  am  very  desirous  of  having  200  men  ordered  from  Elmira  (where 
they  are  just  now  not  needed)  to  Fort  Porter,  Buffalo.  They  are 
part  of  a  detachment  of  500  belonging  to  the  invalid  corps.  They 
can  still  remain  under  the  control  of  the  provost-marshal  of  that 
district,  and  in  case  of  future  need,  be  recalled  to  Elmira.  The 
frontier  from  Erie  to  Champlain  is  really  defenseless,  but  I  am  un- 
willing to  ask  for  troops  fit  for  service  in  the  field. 

The  territory  of  Canada  cannot,  wjthout  a  violation  of  British 
law  and  of  every  rule  of  international  duty,  be  used  for  fitting  out 
expeditions  against  us  by  disloyal  citizens,  who  have  sought  a  refuge 
there  from  calamities  they  have  brought  on  themselves.  On  appli- 
cation to  the  British  minister,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  must  feel  bound 
to  give  such  instructions  to  the  Canadian  authorities  as  to  secure  an 
interposition  of  military  force  to  prevent  such  a  violation  of  their 
territory.     I  am  not  satisfied  that  there  is  any  very  extensive  com- 
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bination  of  the  refugees  from  the  South  for  an  attack  on  us,  but  a 
few  hundred  men  could  take  possession  of  our  small  towns  and  in- 
flict serious  injury  on  their  inhabitants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


New  York, 

November  34,  1863. 
General  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

SiE:  In  pursuance  with  General  Orders,  No.  376,  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  Augusts,  1863, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

I  was  returning  on  the  steamer  Fulton  from  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. , 
with  a  conscript  guard  of  6  officers  and  25  enlisted  men,  and  being 
the  senior  officer  on  board  was  put  in  command  of  the  troops  on 
board  the  vessel.  I  immediately  put  my  guard  under  order  and  at- 
tended to  the  proper  care  of  the  vessel.  Everything  passed-  off 
quietly  until  about  7.30  a.  m.,  November  30,  when  the  pilot  at  the 
masthead  reported  a  vessel  in  sight  which  looked  to  him  like  a  block- 
ade runner.  The  captain  of  the  Fulton  (Watton)  immediately  or- 
dered chase  to  be  given.  Upon  arriving  nearer  we  found  her  to  be 
a  side-wheel  steamer  with  two  smoke-stacks  and  burning  soft  coal. 
She  was  endeavoring  to  get  away  from  us,  and  steamed  up  accord- 
ingly. At  9  a.  m.  we  were  still  gaining  upon  her,  and  being  within 
range  of  the  rifle  gun  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  Pulton  ordered 
the  gunners  to  open  fire.  Our  first  shot  fell  short,  biit  the  next  two 
told  upon  her,  one  striking  her  forward,  and  the  other  just  aft.  She 
then  rounded  to  and  Captain  Watton  detailed  Lieut.  George  W. 
Darling,  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  and  12  enlisted  men,  who  were 
of  my  guard,  to  board  the  vessel  as  prize  crew;  these  with  the  chief 
officer,  Mr.  A.  M.  Walker,  of  the  Fulton,  and  16  seamen,  composed 
the  boarding  party,  and  under  their  command  the  prize  was  placed. 
She  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Banshee,  blockade  runner,  with  gen- 
eral cargo,  bound  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  from  Nassau,  this  being 
her  fifth  trip  this  season.  She  is  about  300  feet  long,  20  wide,  and 
13  deep,  and  draws  when  fully  laden  only  8  feet  of  water,  and  is 
about  700  tons  burden. 

When  the  vessel  first  appeared  in  sight,  7.30  a.  m.,  she  was  the 
only  one  to  be  seen.  At  about  8  a.  m.  a  boat  appeared  upon  our 
port  beam,  which  proved  to  be  the  side-wheel  steamer  Delaware, 
from  Stone  Inlet  to  Baltimore.  We  soon  left  her  far  astern  and  fol- 
lowing to  see  the  chase.  At  8.30  a.  m.  we  descried  upon  our  port 
beam  and  steering  southward  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Grand  Gulf,  Com- 
mander G.  M.  Ransom.  She  seeing  our  chase  put  on  a  heavy  head  of 
steam  and  commenced  firing  at  it,  but  her  shots  fell  far  short,  and 
she  soon  proved  to  be  no  match  for  the  Fulton  and  her  guns.  We 
soon  left  both  boats  far  astern,  and  when  (after  we  had  captured  the 
prize  and  we  had  our  prize  crew  on  board  the  Banshee)  the  Grand 
Gulf  came  up  and  offered  to  board  her,  the  crew  of  the  Grand  Gulf 
were  refused  admittance  on  board  the  prize  and  politely  referred  to 
the  commander  of  the  Fulton.  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Gulf  then 
offered  a  prize  crew,  which  was  very  respectfully  declined  by  Captain 
Watton.     This  is  a  prize  taken  by  the  Fulton,  and  she  alone. 
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This  proves  the  speed,  safety,  and  superiority  of  the  Fulton  as  a 
steamship,  also  the  faithfulness,  courage,  and  patriotism  of  her  offi- 
cers and  men.  The  crew  of  the  Banshee  were  transferred  to  the 
Fulton  and  I  had  them  guarded  until  I  arrived  in  New  York;  there 
I  transferred  them  to  the  provost-marshal. 
All  the  above  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  approval. 

JAMES  "E.  BAILEY, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 


Special  Orders,  )   War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  522.  j  Washington,  November  34,  1863. 

*  :^  >t!  If  *  *  * 

XXIII.  By  direction  of  the  President,  so  much  of  Special  Orders, 
No.  445,  of  October  5, 1803,  from  this  office,  as  accepts  the  resignation 
of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Harrow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  revoked. 
General  Harrow  will  report  immediately  in  person  for  duty  to  Major- 
General  Meade,  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  roads  south  of  Mountain  Run  are  now  in  a  fair  condition, 
needing  only  occasional  repairs.  My  bridges  across  Mountain  Run 
are  finished,  and  I  have  a  force  working  on  the  roads  between  here 
and  Brandy  Station,  which  is  very  bad  now  from  being  used  during 
the  rain.  Those  who  have  the  advance  in  any  movement  •  now 
will  be  able  to  move  much  faster  than  those  who  follow  them  when 
there  is  no  enemy  to  oppose. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  have  the  roads  ex- 
amined, and  report  the  condition  to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863—8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General-  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
T  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  in 
the  event  of  the  passage  of  the  Rapidan  being  disputed,  you  will 
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co-operate  witli  General  Warren  by  first  forcing  a  passage  at  Jacobs' 
Mills,  and  then  directing  your  operations  so  as  to  aid  in  forcing  the 
passage  at  Germanna  Ford. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,     ' 
Major- Gfeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  Your  note  of  8.15  is  just  received.    I  will  lose  no  time 
in  crossing  at  the  point  assigned  to  me.     My  success,  if  I  am  first 
over,  will  be  attributable  to  advantages  of  ground  on  this  side  of 
the  Rapidan,  of  which  I  will  make  myself  aware  early  to-morrow. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major- Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  HaJit, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  roads 
between  Brandy  Station  and  Jacobs'  Ford  as  follows  : 

Upon  arriving  within  one-half  mile  of  Mountain  Run  the  road  is 
muddy  and  deep  to  the  run.  The  ford  is  good,  and  about  2  feet 
deep.  After  passing  the  house  of  J.  Turner,  about  one-eighth  mile, 
the  road  is  very  bad  through  1  mile  of  forest.  The  road  from  Ger- 
manna plank  road  to  Jacobs'  Ford,  about  1^  miles,  is  bad,  and  needs 
repair.  The  remainder  of  the  road  is  practicable  for  artillery  and 
trains. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ALEXANDER, 

Acting  Engineer. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863. 
Respectfully  transmitted. 

This  report  will  give  a  good  general  idea  of  the  practicability  of 
the  road.     Alexander  is  a  man  to  be  relied  on. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  had  the  road  examined  to  the  plank  road  which 
goes  to  Germanna  Ford. 
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The  road  from  the  position  of  my  division  to  Ross'  Mills  is  entirely 
different  from  that  direct  from  Brandy  Station.  From  here  it  is  in 
passable  condition.  From  Ross'  to  Turner's,  three-fourths  of  a  mile: 
Good. 

Thence  to  a  main  road,  li  miles:  Two  deep  holes,  easily  repaired. 

Along  that  main  road  to  Madden's,  2^  miles:  Good. 

At  Madden's  take  right  hand  for  2  miles  to  forks:  Half  dozen  had 
places. 

At  forks  take  right  hand  to  plank  road,  2  miles:  Good. 

Follow  plank  road  400  yards  and  take  right-hand  road,  which  is 
not  good,  but  which  leads  to  Jacobs'  Ford  in  li  miles.* 

The  officer  sent  by  me  reconnoitered  as  far  as  where  the  track  to 
Jacobs'  Ford  leaves  the  plank  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — The  officer  rode  to  Jacobs'  Mills  and  talked  with  the  miller, 
who  says  that  this  evening,  by  a  mark  which  he  knows,  the  water  at 
the  ford  is  half  way  up  a  horse's  side,  and  too  deep  for  men  to  ford. 
The  cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  on  the  other  side. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863—10.10  p.  m. 
This  report  is  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  by  me  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  of  this  date,  and  is  respectfully 
furnished. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 

The  report  of  General  Prince  upon  the  road  received.  That  is 
not  the  route  prescribed,  and  if  taken  will  interfere  with  the  Second 
Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Third  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  wagons  contain- 
ing the  intrenching  tools  accompany  each  corps,  and  cross  the  river 
with  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  For  sketch,  see  p.  932. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Corps, 

November  25,  [1863]— 6  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  received  your  dispatch  to  examine  the  road  at  3  p.  m.  The  offi- 
cers sent  on  that  duty  have  just  returned,  and  I  forward  their 
reports.  *  The  main  road  is  reported  good,  the  side  and  cross  roads 
not.  In  any  low  country  I  should  fear  for  the  condition  of  the 
roads. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brigade,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  25,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the 
roads,  as  directed,  in  the  direction  of  Richardsville,  to  within  about 
2  miles  of  that  place.  The  road  from  the  present  camp,  which  was 
taken  yesterday,  is  very  soft  and  bad  in  many  places,  until  we  strike 
the  Stevensburg  road,  after  which  the  road  was  very  good  to  within 
about  2  miles  of  Richardsville,  and  was  reported  by  the  cavalry  to 
be  in  passable  condition  to  the  river.  It  would  be  very  difficult  mov- 
ing the  artillery  from  our  present  camp  to  the  main  road,  which  is 
about  3  miles,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  ground. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MARTIN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  A.  P., 

November  25,  1863—11  a.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  officer  I  sent  to  Germanna  Ford  at  daylight  this  morning  han 
just  returned.  He  reports  that  no  change  has  been  made  in  th  ! 
number  or  position  of  the  enemy's  troops  on  the  opposite  bank  oi' 
the  river.  The  enemy  were  engaged  in  throwing  up  two  small  rifle- 
pits  near  Germanna  Ford.  They  exhibit  their  usual  watchfulness 
along  the  river.  Their  pickets,  both  infantry  and  artillery,  are  re- 
lieved regularly  at  9  a.  m.  daily. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General,  Comdg.  Third  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Pleasonton, 

Comdg.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  proceeded  from 
Stevensburg  to  Ely's  Ford,  and  finding  the  roads  in  that  vicinity  in 

*  Only  Martin's  report  found. 
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excellent  condition  considering  the  unfavorable  weather.  The  mud 
caused  by  the  rain  did  not  extend  but  a  few  inches  below  the  sur- 
face, and  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  impede  the  passage  of  artillery 
or  wagons  over  the  good,  hard  bed  found  underneath. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  J.  HYNES, 
Captain,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  25,  1863—4.45  p.  m. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  Hynes  saw  the  road  after  the  pontoon  train  had  passed 
over  it  and  considered  it  still  a  good  road.  He  returned  from  Gen- 
eral Gregg  last  night. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


CiECtTLAR.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 
Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  their  respect- 
ive commands  in  readiness  to  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow.     Further 
orders  will  be  given  at  5  a.  m.  or  earlier. 
Please  acknowledge. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 


Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


(To  corps  commanders.) 


Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863 — 9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Tyler, 

Chief  of  Artillery  Corps  : 
In  addition  to  the  ammunition  in  the  chests,  100  rounds  per  gun 
will  be  taken  with  the  batteries  of  Napoleon  guns  across  the  river. 
The  remainder  of  the  ammunition  in  wagons  will  be  parked  near 
the  crossing  as  ordered. 
By  command  of  General  Meade  : 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 
The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received.     The  commanding 
general  desires  it  to  be  announced  to  the  troops  in  the  morning  be- 
fore they  march. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjxdant- General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Washington,  D.  C, 

November  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

A  great  battle  has  been  fought  to-day  at  Chattanooga  and  our 
troops  were  victorious.  Thomas  took  Missionary  Ridge  by  a  mag- 
nificent charge,  and  Hooker  has  penetrated  to  the  rear  of  the  rebels 
at  Rossville,  thus  placing  them  between  two  fires.  Telegram  from 
Willcox  says  courier  from  Burnside  reports  thirty  days'  provisions 
in  Knoxville,  and  army  in  good  spirits  and  abundantly  strong  to  re- 
sist an  attack. 

P.  H.  WATSON. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  following  is  received: 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Chattanooga, 

November  25, 1863. 

Although  the  battle  lasted  from  early  dawn  until  this  evening,  I 
believe  I  am  not  premature  in  announcing  a  complete  victory  over 
Bragg.  Lookout  Mountain  top,  all  the  rifle-pits  in  Chattanooga 
Valley,  and  Missionary  Ridge  all  entirely  carried  and  now  held  by 
US.    I  have  no  idea  of  finding  Bragg  to-morrow. 

GRANT. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  38.  5  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  25,  1863. 

All  permits  for  the  shipment  of  goods  issued  prior  to  the  15th  in- 
stant, are  hereby  rescinded. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

*  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  26,  1863—4  a.  m. 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  with  your  com- 
mand at  6  a.  m.,  as  directed  in  the  circular  from  these  headquarters, 
dated  the  23d  instant,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you.  * 

Please  acknowledge. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Sent  to  Generals  French,  Newton,  Sedgwick,  Sykes,  and  War- 
ren.) 

*  See  p.  480. 
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Headquakters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  27  [20],  1863. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  yon  move  with  your  com- 
mand as  directed  in  the  circular  from  these  headquarters,  dated  the 
23(i  instant,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you.* 
Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

November  26,  1863. 

General  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Your  dispatch  ordering  the  corps  to  move  as  before  directed  re- 
ceived.    All  the  preparations  have  been  made. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863—12  m. 
General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  squad  of  cavalry  over  the 
Rapidan.  The  bridge  will  be  completed  in  a  few  moments.  About 
two  regiments  of  rebel  horse  passed  across  my  front  coming  from  the 
direction  of  Ely's  Ford.  Gregg  has  crossed  at  that  point.  Only  a 
few  cavalry  pickets  were  at  this  ford. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-  General. 

[P.  S.] — I  shall  move  on  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  finished. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  20,  1863—12.20  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  (10.30  a.  m.)  has  just  reached  me.     I  have  already 
a  division  over  the  river.     I  shall  halt,  pursuant  to  your  orders, 
until  I  hear  from  you. 
Respectfully. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Germanna  Ford,  November  2G,  186.3 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Warren  has  crossed  his  cavalry  and  meets  no  opposition. 

*This  is  dispatch  as  recorded  in  Third  Army  Corps  files,  and  upon  it  is  noted  : 
"Received  26th  instant,  at  .5.25,  headquarters  time;  5.ir)  a.  m.,  our  time.  Copies 
sent  to  everybody  at  6  a.  m.,  our  time. 
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He  directs  that  you  throw  your  bridge  immediately,  and  cross  with- 
out delay.  I  am  also  directed  to  say  that  your  delay  in  reaching 
the  river  has  retarded  the  operations  of  General  Warren  more  than 
two  hours,  and  that  this  delay  calls  for  explanation. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

In  reply  to  your  note,  besides  the  fact  that  General  Prince  is  very 
slow,  the  distance  to  this  ford  from  my  camp  is  4  miles  farther  than 
General  Warren's,  who,  I  believe,  was  up  to  Mountain  Run.  I  can 
easily  explain  the  delay  on  these  two  grounds.  I  have  been  on  the 
ground  for  over  an  hoiir,  endeavoring  to  urge  the  leading  division. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  186.3 — 1  p.  m. 

Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  General  Prince  has  just  concluded  his  arrangements 
for  launching  the  pontoons. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  20,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Mv  infantry  is  across  the  river,  and  driving  the  enemy's  pickets. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Cliief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  will  cross  the  remainder  of  my  command  at  once, 
and  move  on  toward  Parker's  Store.  Captain  Cavada  tells  me  that 
Warren  has  not  yet  crossed.  I  suppose  he  will  have  done  so  by  this 
time.  I  cannot  communicate  with  him  unless  he  does.  Gregg  is 
on  my  left.  My  headquarters  will  proba})ly  be  near  the  rear  center 
of  my  command.     I  will  endeavor  to  inform  you  more  minutely 
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when  I  reach  there.     It  will  be  very  late  before  the  rear  of  my  com- 
mand gets  to  its  bivouac,  and  I  doubt  whether  Newton  will  be  able 
to  get  more  than  over  the  river. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Germanna  Ford,  November  26,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  General  Sedgwick  was  so  much  delayed 
by  being  obliged  to  halt  at  Brandy  Station  until  the  Third  Corps  had 
cleared  the  way,  and  subsequently  by  the  artillery  of  that  corps  be- 
ing stuck  at  the  crossing  of  Mountain  Run,  that  he  will  probably  not 
be  able  to  reach  Jacobs'  Ford  before  night.  You  will  not  move  for- 
ward from  the  river  farther  than  to  clear  the  way  for  him  until  he 
comes  up  and  crosses. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General.  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

There  was  nothing  at  the  run  to  stop  the  batteries.     The  head  of 
my  rear  division  was  within  a  mile  of  the  ford  by  2  p.  m. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863— 2  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff  : 

My  troops  are  crossing  rapidly.     The  road  on  the  south  side  is  im- 
practicable for  artillery.     Captain  TurnbuU  can  do  nothing  for  it. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

Jacobs'  Mills, 
November  26,  [1863]— 4  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  C.  DuANE,  U.  S.  Engineers:    ' 

The  crossing  here  is  bad,  except  for  infantry.  There  is  a  very 
steep  hill  on  opposite  side.  Artillery  can  only  get  up  by  doubling 
teams,  and  it  is  difficult  then.  Road  will  be  impassable  on  this  side 
if  it  should  rain.  I  have  all  seven  boats  and  one  trestle  in  the 
bridge.  I  have  spoken  to  General  French  and  advised  that  all  artil- 
lery should  go  by  Germanna.  It  is  the  worst  place  I  have  seen  for 
a  pontoon  bridge.     The  Third  Corps  is  now  crossing. 

CHAS.  N.  TURNBULL, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
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Headquakters, 
November  36,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
Send  your  artillery  to  cross  at  Germanna.  The  road  is  bad  here, 
but  the  artillery  has  crossed.  Your  artillery  can  join  you  by  a 
branch  road  leading  from  Germanna  plank  road,  about  1^  miles  from 
the  ford.  General  Warren  will  encamp  at  Flat  Run  Church  on 
plank  road.  Move  forward  on  your  route  so  as  to  admit  of  Sedg- 
wick's crossing  and  halting  for  the  night. 

Send  strong  working  party  in  at  once  to  put  the  road  in  order  lead- 
ing from  Germanna  plank  road  to  you.  Mr.  McGee,  a  guide,  is 
sent  to  you.  He  professes  to  know  the  road  from  Jacobs'  Ford  to 
Robertson's  Tavern.     Your  pickets  should  connect  with  Warren's. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oenercd,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  26,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 

Send  an  ofiBcer  in  advance  of  your  artillery  to  examine  the  road 
which  it  will  take  until  it  rejoins  you. 
By  order : 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  36,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Prince  got  on  the  wrong  road  and  had  to  retrograde. 
His  head  of  column  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets,  and  had 
a  small  skirmish.     The  guide  you  sent  has  joined  General  Prince. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  First  Corps, 

November  36,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
One-half  of  my  infantry  is  just  across  the  river;  the  remainder 
and  the  artillery  will  encamp  on  the  other  side  (north).     I  propose 
moving  on  at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-General. 


494  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       LChap.  XU. 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  26,  1863—8  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

My  left  is  3  miles,  and  I  picket  a  mile  beyond.     I  have  sent  an 
aide  with  a  citizen,  who  will  show  the  artillery  the  river  road  from 
Germanna,  on  this  side. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — The  bridge  cannot  he  taken  up  to-night,  as  the  Sixth  Corps 
will  be  passing. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  39.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  26,  1863. 

Hereafter  no  permits  for  trade  within  this  department  will  he 
valid,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  approved  at  these  head- 
quarters for  the  District  of  Virginia,  or  by  the  commanding  oflBcer 
of  the  District  of  North  Carolina  for  said  last-named  district. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  40.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  2G,  1863. 

Already  large  expenses  are  thrown  upon  the  military  within  this 
department,  by  the  numerous  applications  for  requests  for  permits 
for  imports  and  exports,  and  for  passports  and  other  permits,  for 
the  payment  of  which  no  appropriate  means  have  been  provided; 
and  whereas  there  is  no  good  reason  existing  why  such  expenses 
should  not  be  borne  by  the  persons  and  property  benefited  thereby, 
it  is  ordered  :  That  all  persons  hereafter  applying  for  a  request  Tor 
a  permit  to  import  into  or  export  from  this  department  shall  pay 
at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  upon  the  invoice  value;  that  for  every  pass- 
port issued  there  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  $1 ;  that  for  every  permit 
granted  to  any  vessel  to  enter  or  trade  in  this  department  there 
shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  $3;  that  all  the  foregoing  fees  are  to  be  paid 
to  and  received  by  the  provost-marshals,  to  constitute  a  provost 
fund,  to  meet  expenses. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and' Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  41.  f  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  26,  1863. 

The  following  is  the  staff  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  as  com- 
pleted : 

Col.  J.  Wilson  Shaffer,  aide-de-camp,  chief  of  staff. 

Col.  H.  C.  Lee,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  pro- 
vost-marshal-general. 

Lieut.  Col.  Herman  Biggs,  chief  quartermaster. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  McL.  Ta^or,  chief  commissary. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Kensel,  assistant  inspector-general. 
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Lieut.  Col.  R.  V.  W.  Howard,  inspector  of  artillery. 

Maj.  E.  S.  Davis,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Surg.  Charles  McCormick,  medical  director. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Kinsman,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  J,  M.  Bell,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  Peter  Haggerty,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  J.  L.  Stackpole,  judge-advocate. 

Capt.  William  Cogswell,  commissary  of  musters. 

Capt.  F.  U.  Farquhar,  chief  engineer. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Puiler,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Clarke,  aide-de-camp. 

Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  chief  of  ordnance. 

Lieut.  Frederick  Martin,  volunteer  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  November  37,  1863 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Meade,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Grant's  operations  to-day  will  probably  cut  Longstreet's 
line  of  communication  with  Bragg.  If  Burnside  holds  his  position 
at  Knoxyille  a  few  days  longer,  Longstreet  will  be  obliged  to  retire 
up  the  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  to  rejoin  Lee. 
If  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  does  not  act  soon,  it  may  find  Lee  re- 
enforced  by  Longstreet's  army. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  27,  1863—12.15  a.  m. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered  for  to-day,  Novem- 
ber 27 : 

1.  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Warren,  will  move  at  7  a.  m. 
along  the  turnpike  to  Old  Verdierville. 

2.  Third  Corps,  Major-General  French,  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  on 
the  Robertson's  Tavern  road,  and  close  up  on  the  Second  Corps. 

3.  Fifth  Corps,  Major-General  Sykes,  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to 
New  Verdierville. 

4.  First  Corps,  Major-General  Newton,  will  move  not  later  than 
)  a.  m.  on  the  route  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  close  up  on  the  Fifth 
Corps. 

5.  Sixth  Corps,  Major-General  Sedgwick,  will  move  as  soon  as  the 
Third  Corps  has  cleared  the  road,  and,  as  his  artillery,  &c.,  has 
joined  him,  close  up  on  the  Third  Corps.  One  division  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  will  remain  near  the  river  until  the  trains  have  crossed  at 
Germanna  and  the  bridges  are  taken  up. 

6.  The  ammunition  trains,  ambulances,  &c.,  directed  to  remain 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  will  cross  and  join  their  corps ;  those 
of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Sixth  Corps  at  Germanna ;  those  of  the 
Fifth  and  First  at  Culpeper  Ford. 

7.  Reserve  Artillery  will  cross  at  Germanna,  follow  the  route  of 
the  Second  Corps,  and  halt  before  reaching  Robertson's  Tavern,  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with  the  march  of  the  Third  Corps. 
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8.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  direct  a  force  of  that  arm  to  move  in 
advance  on  the  roads  in  front  of  the  army. 

9.  The  trains,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  army,  -will  cross  at  Culpeper  and  Ely's  Fords,  and  be  parked  in 
rear  of  the  army.  They  will  be  guarded  by  Merritt's  cavalry 
division. 

9^.  Commanders  of  leading  corps  will  keep  up  communication 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  corps  in  their  rear ;  those  of  the  rear 
corps  with  the  corps  in  front.  The  flank  next  the  enemy  will  he 
carefully  watched,  and  the  usual  precautions  against  approach  will 
be  taken.  The  commanding  general  will  be  kept  advised  of  every- 
thing that  occurs. 

10.  Headquarters  will  be  at  Robertson's  Tavern. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Warren's  Headquarters, 

November  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  road  I  have  had  prepared  will,  I  think,  enable  our  ammuni- 
tion trains  and  Eeserve  Artillery  to  pass  up  the  hill  opposite  Ger- 
manna  Ford.  It  turns  to  the  left,  crosses  a  bad  little  stream  on  a 
good  bridge,  gains  the  plateau  by  a  side-hill  location  (on  old  road, 
passes  near  an  old  house) ;  thence  toward  the  right  of  the  pine 
woods,  enters  the  woods,  and  joins  the  plank  road.  It  is  all  the 
way  an  old  road,  and  needs  now  only  to  dig  down  the  rebel  breast- 
works across  it,  which  is  but  a  moment's  work.  Tell  General  Tyler 
to  take  a  look  at  it.     (See  sketch.) 


^^K 


^re, 
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I  do  not  know  Avhether  or  not  to  use  this  route  would  take  Gen- 
erals French's  and  Sedgwick's  batteries  out  of  the  way.  I  think 
not,  if  they  moved  by  daylight,  so  as  not  to  get  lost. 

No  other  news.  Lieutenant  Matthews  brings  this  and  awaits 
orders. 

Yours,  &c., 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 
Jacobs'  Mills  Ford,  November  27,  1863—5.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  You  will  move  your  division  forward  as  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Prince's  division  shall  have  moved;  you  will  keep  well  closed 
up  on  the  Second  Division,     ^ou  will  look  well  to  your  right  flank, 
throwing  a  strong  flanking  party  well  out. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
lAeutenant- Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—7  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

But  one  battery  has  come  in;  the  others  are  on  thp  road.     They 
have  been  working  twenty-four  hours  and  have  had  ho  feed.     Cap- 
tain Randolph  reports  the  horses  fagged  out.     One  battery  goes  with 
my  head  of  column. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
■Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[P.  S.] — General  Prince  reports  seeing  troops  moving  over  a 
ridge  toward  Verdierville  during  the  night.  He  watched  them  pass- 
ing an  hour  and  a  half. 


Hdqrs.  en  route  from  Jacobs'  Mills, 

November  27,  1863—7.05  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Prince, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  :  If  you  require  at  any  time  on  your  advance  re-enforce- 
ments, you  will  call  upon  General  Carr  for  them,  who  is  authorized 
to  supply  them,  if  necessary. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieut.   Col.,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Show  this  to  General  Carr. 

32  R  R — VOL  XXIX.  PT  II 
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Headquaeteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
November  27,  1863—7.30  a.  m.     (Received  1  p.  m.) 

General  Benham, 

Commanding  Engineers:  ' 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  bridge 
trains  in  readiness  to  move  by  water  and  land  at  a  moment's  notice. 
They  should  be  got  in  the  same  stage  of  readiness  ordered  in  a  pre- 
vious communication  about  four  weeks  ago,  which  order  was  coun- 
termanded. No  further  instructions  can  be  sent  until  the  order  for 
you  to  move  is  issued. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—9.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  head  of  my  column  is  near  the  plank  road,  and  waiting  for 
General  Warren. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[P.  S.] — A  few  cavalry  pickets  appeared  on  my  flank,  and  after 
firing  a  few  shots  retired. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1803-9.30  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

My  command  reached  Parker's  Store  at  9  o'clock.  There  Gregg's 
cavalry  came  in.  In  order  that  he  may  go  on  toward  Orange  Court- 
House,  I  have  been  compelled  to  halt  to  give  him  the  road.  He 
thinks  Hampton's  horse  have  gone  back  to  Spotsylvania  Court- 
House.  I  have  seen  some  few  rebel  vedettes  only,  and  get  no  infor- 
mation. I  had  to  repair  a  bridge,  which  delayed  me  a  little.  I  have 
heard  nothing  of  Warren.  I  shall  go  on  to  New  Verdierville  as 
soon  as  the  road  is  open. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  French: 

General  :  General  Prince's  reconnoitering  party  has  returned, 
having  communicated  with  General  Warren.  General  Warren  sent 
General  Prince  word  that  he  understood  his  position.  General 
Prince  has  withdrawn  all  his  cavalry  except  10  men,  the  enemy 
having  developed  a  pretty  strong  force  of  cavalry. 

JNO.  M.  NORVELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Generals  Carr  and  Birney: 

Look  out  well  for  your  right  flank.    Guard  against  the  approach  of 
the  enemy ;  we  are  near  them.     Throw  your  flankers  well  out,  and 
make  them  strong. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division, 

November  27,  1863. 
Col.  G.  H.  Hart: 

I  have  ordered  the  only  remaining  brigade  of  my  division  to 
occupy  the  place  of  the  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  just  withdrawn. 
Our  line  is  very  thin.  Colonel  Brewster  reports  that  the  enemy  are 
placing  a  battery  in  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
By  WILLIAMS. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—11  a.  m. 
[General  Humphreys  :] 

General:  The  Fifth  Corps  is  in  sight  moving  up  on  my  left.  As 
soon  as  I  get  communication  -sNith  General  French,  I  intend  to  move 
forward  and  attack.  Some  musketry  and  one  cannon  shot  has  been 
heard  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  Slight  skirmishing  in  front  of 
mine.  We  have  possession  of  a  road  coming  in  from  General 
French,  besides  the  forks  -of  a  road  leading  from  Raccoon  Ford. 

G.   K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  Robertson's  Tavern,  November  37,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  French, 

Commanding  TJiird  Corps: 
General  Warren  is  at  Robertson's  Tavern,  with  a  considerable  force 
of  the  enemy  in  his  front.     The  major-general  commanding  directs 
that  you  move  forward  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  send  word  to 
General  Sedgwick. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  27,  1863—11.30  a.  ra. 
Major-General  French: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  yoii  that 
General  Warren  has  met  the  enemy  in  strong  force— two  divisioBc— 
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at  Robertson's  Tavern,  and  directs  that  you  move  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Robertson's  Tavern.  Communicate  this  to  General 
Sedgwick,  who  is  to  keep  close  on  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.]— If  you  cannot  unite  with  General  Warren  by  the  route 
you  are  on,  you  must  move  through. to  him  by  the  left.  It  is  highly 
important  you  sliould  unite  with  Warren  at  once. 


Headquakters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863. 

General  Warren: 

I  am  at  the  junction  of  the  road  striking  the  Raccoon  Ford  road. 
The  enemy  are  moving  on  my  right  and  toward  you.     My  line  of 
battle  is  being  made  accordingly. 
Communicate  to  General  Meade. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  37,  1863. 

Major-General  Sedgwick: 

General  Humphreys  desires  me  to  communicate  to  you  that  Gen- 
eral Warren  is  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  am  ordered  to  go  straight 
to  Robertson's  Tavern  and  communicate  with  you. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  27,  1868—11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  9.20  is  received.  What  are  you  waiting  for  ?  No 
orders  have  been  sent  you  to  wait  for  General  Warren  anywhere 
upon  your  route.  Robertson's  Tavern  is  the  point  where  he  takes 
precedence  and  he  is  there  now  engaged  with  the  enemy  who  are  in 
strong  force.  He  is  waiting  for  you.  The  commanding  general 
directs  that  you  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Robertson's 
Tavern,  where  your  corps  is  wanted. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.]— Headquarters  are  on  turnpike,  1  mile  in  rear  of  Robert- 
son's Tavern.  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  communication  as 
Boon  as  received. 
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Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

Novemher  27,  1863—11.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Prince  reports  from  Captain  Ford,  commanding  cavalry, 
that  the  enemy  are  throwing  out  a  large  force  of  infantry  upon  my 
right  flank  on  the  Kaccoon  Ford  road.     I  am  making  dispositions 
accordingly. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Novemher  37,  1863—12.15  p.  m. 
[Mai.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 
General  :  The  head  of  my  column  has  not  yet  reached  the  point 
where  the  Raccoon  Ford  road  intersects  the  Orange  and  Fredericks- 
burg plank  road.  I  wrote  that  the  head  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  the 
head  of  Gregg's  cavalry  met  at  Parker's  Store.  Gregg  has  been  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  some  time,  and  his  progress  is  slow.  I  will 
not  move  beyond  the  road  running  from  this  one  to  Robertson's 
Tavern  until  I  hear  from  you,  as  there  is  no  other  going  to  the  pike 
laid  down  on  the  map  ahead  of  where  I  now  am. 

Gregg,  at  last  accounts,  was  skirmishing  with  cavalry.     They 
opened  with  artillery,  also  a  few  shell.     Ought  he  to  push  beyond 
Verdierville,  if  he  can  get  there,  and  shall  1  go  there,  if  the  road  is 
open  to  that  point  ? 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  27,  1863 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  of  11.45  is  received.  The  major-general  command- 
ing directs  that  you  attack  the  enemy  in  your  front  immediately, 
throwing  your  left  forward  so  as  to  connect  with  General  Warren 
at  Robertson's  Tavern.  The  object  of  the  attack  is  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  General  Warren,  which  must  be  effected  immediately. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  had  only  halted  to  find  the  road,  and  depended  upon  the  reports 
of  the  division  commanders,  assisted  as  well  as  my  staff  could.  The 
map  was  wrong,  and  I  found  it  necessary  to  meet  the  enemy,  who 
was  only  2i  miles  from  my  flank,  on  the  Raccoon  Ford  road.  I  have 
shown  Captain  Michler  the  position,  and  to  make  the  march  indi- 
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cated  on  your  map  requires  this  line  to  be  held  strong.  To  move  on 
the  only  road  to  the  cross-roads  to  Eobertson's  Tavern  involves  an 
exposure  of  flank  and  rear  not  anticipated.  Your  last  order  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  will  order  an  advance  by  the  Raccoon  Ford  road. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

November  27,  [1863]— 2.30  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys  : 

I  am  making  an  advance  with  skirmishers,  only  to  better  my  posi- 
tion and  to  prevent  troops  being  formed  too  near  it.  The  enemy's 
tliin  line  falls  back  along  the  road  to'  Verdierville. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Majw-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr, 

Commanding  Thii'd  Division: 
General  :  You  will  move  your  division  up  at  once,  and  take 
position  on  the  left  of  General  Prince's  division.     You  will  form  in 
compliance  with  orders  already  received  from  major-general  com- 
manding.    Let  there  be  no  delay  in  the  movement. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French  : 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863— 3. 30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Birney, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  You  will  move  your  command  up  at  once  to  the  posi- 
tion vacated  by  General  Carr,  and  hold  it  in  readiness  to  support 
the  line. 
[By  command  of  Maior-General  French  : 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieut.  Col  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


November  27,  1863—3.45  p.  m. 
[Major-General  Birney  ?]  : 

General:  You  will  move  up  on  the  left  to  the  house  occupied  by 
the  major-general  commanding  for  headquarters  into  the  woods,  and 
form  line  300  yards,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  as  supports. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


November  27,  [1863]— 3.30  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

I  am  getting  my  troops  in  position,  but  the  cotintry  is  densely  tim- 
bered and  nothing  can  be  distingiiished  a  hundred  yards  in  front.   I 
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sent  an  officer  on  the  road  to  Eobertson's  Tavern  from  this  road,  and 
he  lost  a  man  and  a  horse.  Said  he  was  tired  into  by  infantry  ;  is 
positive  a  small  party. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  enemy  will  try  to  move  on  the  Cathar- 
pin  road  or  not.  He  seems  to  be  inclining  to  my  left,  which  extends 
across  the  railroad  embankment.  I  am  about  3  or  4  miles  from  Ver- 
dierville.  The  officer  of  mine  who  went  to  Warren  reported  all 
quiet  there.  I  do  not  like  the  presence  of  infantry  on  the  road 
between  Warren  and  me.  As  I  was  directed  to  move  cautiously 
beyond  Parker's  Store,  I  shall  retain  a  defensive  position  until  I 
hear  from  you. 

I  know  nothing  of  what  is  taking  place  elsewhere.     I  am  on  the 
plank  road  beyond  Parker's  Store,  at  a  church.     Prisoners  taken  say 
they  came  from  Orange  Court-House  this,  morning  and  belong  to 
Heth's  division.     Let  me  hear  from  you  by  return  orderly. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  27,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  what  progress  you 
have  made  in  effecting  a  junction  with  General  Warren,  and  whether 
you  are  able  to  take  some  road  leading  to  Robertson's  Tavern  in- 
stead of  passing  through  the  dense  wood. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.] — The  brigade  at  Mitchell's  should  be  withdrawn  at  once. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 
Jacobs'  Mills  Ford,  November  27,  18G3— 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Birney, 

Cmnmanding  First  Division : 
General:  You  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  your  division  forward 
as  soon  as  General  Carr  has  stretched  out  his  division.  You  will 
keep  well  closed  up  on  the  Third  Division,  looking  well  to  your  right 
flank, while  you  will  cover  with  a  strong  force  of  flankers  thrown 
well  out. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  211,  1863—6.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Birney  : 

General:  Yoii  will  send  out  a  strong  picket,  and  direct  them  to 
lie  on  the  alert  for  any  movement  of  the  enemy.     Exercise  great 
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caution  against  the  movements  of  the  enemy.     Ammunition  must 
be  brought  up  and  issued  during  the  night.     The  mules  can  be  taken 
from  the  wagons  and  parked  if  necessary. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  French: 

O.  H.  HAET, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-Generals  Prince  and  Carr. ) 


Headquaktees  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—7  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Your  last  dispatch  has  just  reached  me.  My  left  is  at  the  inter- 
section of  the  road  taken  by  Gregg  from  Ely's  Ford  with  the  Ger- 
manna  plank  road,  at  the  point  where  I  turn  to  the  right  to  get  on 
the  Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road.  My  whole  command  is 
stretched  on  the  Germanna  plank  road  and  was  before  I  received 
your  dispatch.  I  supposed  General  Warren's  left  would  probably 
come  to  where  the  old  turnpike  crossed  the  Germanna  road,  and 
therefore  I  aimed  to  put  my  right  there.  It,  however,  extends  nearly 
the  length  of  a  division  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  Germanna 
Ford. 

I  am  literally  in  the  wilderness;  the  woods  admit  of  no  formation 
whatever.  There  must  be  a  considerable  interval  between  my  right 
and  Warren's  left,  and  he  ought  to  close  it  the  first  thing  in  the 
morning.  Newton  cannot  close  it,  because  he  would  block  Warren's 
road.  Newton  expects  to  get  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  encamp 
near  Vaucluse  Mine.  Gregg  has  passed  on  in  the  direction  of  Par- 
ker's Store.  I  requested  him  to  picket  down  the  Orange  and  Fred- 
ericksburg plank  road  beyond  where  it  meets  the  Germanna  road. 
My  left  is  1^  miles  from  that  intersection. 

Some  citizens  said  to  one  of  my  officers  that  Hood's  division  was  in 
Fredericksburg.  Mr.  Wikoff,  whom  the  general  remembers,  judges 
from  what  the  rebel  pickets  told  him  that  their  cavalry  is  on  a  line 
from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  Hanover  Junction,  and  from  the  latter 
to  Orange  Court-House. 

I  have  no  position  at  all,  and  could  get  none  in  the  darkness  and 
thick  of  the  woods.  I  would  be-  glad  to  receive  instructions  for  to- 
morrow as  early  as  possible,  for  I  want  to  get  in  a  better  country  than 
I  now  am.  The  approaches  to  the  river  at  Culpeper  Ford  are  tol- 
erable (with  some  trouble,  the  artillery  can  get  along  pretty  well). 
Woods  cover  them  on  the  north  side — it  is  open  the  south  side.  The 
banks  are  of  equal  height,  and  have  good  command,  better  on  the 
south  than  north.  Newton's  pickets  cannot  possibly  connect  with 
mine  from  his  position  in  rear. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—7.30  a.  m. 
[General  Humphreys:] 

Your  dispatch  by  Captain  Mason  is  just  received.     I  know  of  no 
way  to  connect  with  Warren  except  on  an  interior  road  in  my 
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rear.  General  Wright,  with  an  escort  of  12  men,  has  gone  by  that 
road,  and  will  give  you  all  the  information  about  affairs  to-day.  I 
have  lost  some  200  killed  and  wounded,  and  have  that  many  prison- 
ers. Lee  was  in  my  front  about  dark  with  Johnson's  and  Kodes' 
divisions  of  Ewell's  corps.  If  I  leave  this  point,  it  gives  the  road 
to  Jacobs'  Ford  to  the  enemy. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Armt  op  the  Potomac, 

November  21,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
I  am  instructed  to  say  that  orders  are  sent  to  General  Sedgwick  to 
move  his  corps  immediately  to  Robertson's  Tavern,  by  a  route  Cap- 
tain Michler  will  point  out,  as  the  commanding  general  finds  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  your  doing  so.  You  will  make  every  effort  to 
carry  out  the  orders  heretofore  sent  you  to  unite  your  left  with  Gen- 
eral Warren's  right  near  Robertson's  Tavern. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[P.  S.] — General  Sedgwick  will  be  posted  on  General  Warren's 
right  so  as  to  aid  in  effecting  a  junction  with  you. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1863—9.40  [p.  m.] 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  First  Division  and  artil- 
lery in  camp  on  the  old  turnpike,  1  mile  in  rear  of  your  headquar- 
ters. My  Second  Division  is  encamped  across  the  road  leading  from 
Parker's  Store  to  Warren's  left.  I  send  this  in  view  of  any  order 
you  may  have  to  communicate  to-night. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps, 
On  the  Field,  November  28, 1863—2.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General:  You  will  withdraw  your  troops  and  mass  at  the  corner 
of  the  road  near  where  your  headquarters  were  yesterday  before  the 
battle.     You  will  not  withdraw  the  pickets  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  November  28,  1863. 

(Received  3.15  a.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Care, 

Commanding  Ihird  Division,  Third  Corps: 

General:  You  will  quietly  withdraw  your  troops  from  their 
present  position  and  take  up  a  position  back  near  where  your  head- 
quarters were  before  you  advanced  yesterday  afternoon.  On  your 
way  down  report  to  the  general  commanding  in  person.  Commence 
the  movement  at  once. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  French: 

O.  H.  HAET, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863—2.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Birney, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  You  will  quietly  withdraw  your  troops  from  their 

f)resent  position  and  mass  them  in  the  field  in  rear  of  this  house, 
eaving  your  pickets  undisturbed  -until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863—2.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Prince: 

General:  Immediately  after  the  withdrawal  of  General  Birney's 
troops,  you  will  withdraw  from  your  present  position  and  mass  on 
the  road  near  this  house.  This  withdrawal  must  be  done  very 
quietly.  The  pickets  will  remain  on  their  present  line  until  further 
orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  Sixth  Corps  I  proceeded  to  take  line  of 
battle,  the  better  to  secure  my  line  ot  communications  on  a  new 
position,  but  there  being  no  indications  of  the  enemy  in  my  front 
(he  having  left  his  dead  and  wounded  and  hospitals  behind),  I  have 
come  up  to  the  rear  of  Sedgwick,  where  I  am  massing. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 
Near  Robertson's  Tavern,  November  38,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 
General  Birney: 

You  will  marcli  your  division  past  General  Can-  and  mass  it  on 
the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  leaving  room  for  General  Prince 
between  you  and  General  Carr. 

General  Prince: 

You  will  move  your  division  in  rear  of  General  Birney  and  mass 
between  him  and  General  Carr. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

0.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  28,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
General:  Your  dispatch  is  received.     General  Sedgwick  is  now 
moving  forward  on  the  old  turnpike.     As  soon  as  he  has  cleared  the 
road  you  will  follow  him,  unless  otherwise  directed  before  then. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]        '  Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863. 
As  soon  as  the  Sixth  Corps  moves  on  so  as  to  clear  the  road,  Gen- 
eral Birney  (First  Division)  will  move  on,  keeping  closed  up  to  the 
Sixth  Corps  trains. 

General  Prince  (Second  Division)  will  follow  the  First  Division, 
keeping  well  closed  up. 

The  Third  Division  will  follow  General  Prince  (Second  Division), 
keeping  well  closed  up. 

Division  commanders  will  issue  their  ammunition  as  soon  as 
possible. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Ge'/ieral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  28,  1863. 
Commanding  Officers  of  Corps: 

As  soon  as  you  have  taken  position  and  examined  the  position  of 
the  enemy  in  front,  you  will  report  to  the  major-general  commanding 
upon  the  practicability  of.  carrying  their  position  bj''  assault. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  First  Corps, 

November  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  pickets  I  ordered  advanced  on  my  left  report  they  cannot  cross 
on  account  of  the  depth  of  mud  and  water.     They  also  report  a  con- 
stant movement  of  the  enemy  toward  our  left. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863—1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  been  through  the  dense  woods  on  the  left  of  General  New- 
ton. There  is  no  position  whatever  for  artillery,  which  is  lost  in  the 
woods.  Infantry  could  not  act  as  well  as  if  massed  in  rear  of  tlie 
debouch,  which  they  could  enter  and  follow  on  a  dark  ni§ht  or 
morning,  excepting  the  troops  on  advance  duty. 

I  have,  until  informing  you,  placed  my  command  on  a  cleared 
field  to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  Newton  at  the  opening  of  the  woods. 
The  artillery  will  be  posted  there  also.  My  headquarters  are  under 
a  tree  near  a  pile  of  rocks  on  the  direct  road  from  your  headquarters, 
about  50  yards  from  a  large  barn  and  outhouses. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 

[P.  S.] — The  hills  in  front  of  my  position  are  covered  with  thick 
growth. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863—1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Birney, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  You  will  send  a  working  party  to  bridge  Mine  Run 
branch.     You  are  also  directed. to  send  a  reconnoitering  party  to  see 
the  position  to  be  occupied  by  the  corps  on  the  heights  beyond  the 
branch  at  right  angles  with  General  Newton's  corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  am  having  a  reconnaissance  made  of  the  ground  across  Mine 
Run;. also  a  bridge  to  be  built,  and  a  corduroy  in  the  swamp.     As 
soon  as  this  last  is  made  the  artillery  can  pass. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 
General  Prince, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  You  will  take  up  your  position  on  the  left  of  General 
Carr's  division,  and  on  a  line  with  him.     You  will  at  once  send  a 
staff  officer  to  reconnoiter  the  position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  delay 
in  movement. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Zdeutenant- Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  28,  1863—4.22  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

I  have  one  division  in  position  on  the  ground  across  Mine  [Run] 
branch.     The  remainder  of  the  corps  is  in  motion. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

[P.  S.] — My  headquarters,  when  changed  from  here,  will  be  in  rear 
of  First  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  28,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Ihird  Corps: 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  as  the  emergency 
for  which  the  100  cavalry  were  assigned  to  your  command  has  passed, 
they  be  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Pleasonton  without  delay. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  PEASE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  28,  1863—12  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  a  division 
in  readiness  for  a  reconnaissance  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight, 
which  Major  Duane,  chief  engineer,  will  conduct. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Separate  Brig.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Drummondtown,  Va.,  November  28,  1863. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Graham, 

Purnell  Legion,  Maryland  Volunteers : 
Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  fur- 
nish you  with  the  following  instructions  for   the  government  of 
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your  operations  in  the  country  to  the  command  of  which  you  are 
assigned: 

1.  Every  precaution  must  be  had  to  prevent  communication  be- 
tween the  Maryland  and  Virginia  shores  of  the  Potomac.  In  order 
to  efiEect  this,  patrols  should  be  sent  out  along  the  shores  from  the 
different  posts  of  your  command  as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  safe.  All 
persons  found  hovering  about  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  should  be 
arrested  and  made  to  give  an  account  of  themselves.  That  part  of 
your  command  not  at  Chapel  Point  will  be  so  disposed  ot  as  to 
occupy  Liverpool,  Chapel,  and  Lower  Cedar,  and  some  point  between 
Wicomico  and  Cuckhold  Rivers,  in  such  force  as  you  may  deem 
sufficient  and  available.  The  headquarters  of  the  command  will 
be  established  at  Chapel  Point. 

2.  You  will  require  all  strangers  who  may  be  found  within  your 
command  to  register  their  names,  residence,  and  their  business  in 
the  locality,  and  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  in  Para- 
graph 2,  General  Orders,  No.  53,  headquarters  Middle  Department, 
and  then,  if  you  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  loyalty  of  the  party,  you 
will  issue  a  pass,  and  not  otherwise.  If  any  one  shell  refuse  to  com- 
ply with  this  requirement,  you  will  require  him  or  her  to  leave  the 
command  immediately,  or  be  detained  for  further  action.  In  order 
to  effect  this  the  more  certainly,  you  will  issue  orders,  and  have  them 
posted  in  the  public  places  within  your  command,  requiring  all 
strangers  and  non-residents  to  report  to  the  nearest  office  and  com- 
ply with  the  regulation  above  prescribed,  and  informing  all  such 
persons  as  refuse  to  report  that  they  will  be  arrested  as  suspicious 
characters. 

3.  You  will  use  all  proper  efforts  to  sustain  and  carry  into  effect 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  enlistment  of  colored 
troops.  Everjr  protection  must  be  afforded  to  those  engaged  in  re- 
cruiting for  this  corps,  and  all  persons  interfering  with  these  enlist- 
ments must  be  arrested,  and  the  public  men  made  to  understand  that 
the  Government  will  not  permit  any  individual,  or  band  of  indi- 
viduals, to  thwart  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and 
the  restoration  of  the  national  authority. 

4.  Whenever  negroes  give  you  information  of  any  blockade  run- 
ning or  other  illegal  transactions,  and  it  shall  appear  to  you  that 
by  reason  of  having  done  so  they  will  be  liable  to  be  maltreated  or 
persecuted,  you  will  in  all  such  cases  receive  and  protect  the  in- 
formers. As  a  general  rule,  negroes  will  not  be  interfered  with  in 
their  embarkation  on  the  Potomac  vessels,  unless  it  shall  appear  to 
you  that  they  have  been  forced  by  their  masters  to  do  so,  with  a 
view  of  taking  them  to  Virginia,  or  unless  the  negroes  themselves 
shall  intend  to  violate  the  blockade. 

5.  All  cases  of  arrests  made  must  be  reported  to  these  headquar- 
ters, together  with  the  testimony. 

6.  You  will  make  timely  requisition  on  the  proper  staff  depart- 
ments for  all  necessary  supplies,  which,  together  with  all  your 
official  communications,  will  be  forwarded  by  mail  to  Point  Look- 
out, Md. 

7.  You  will  keep  your  men  well  in  hand,  and  at  their  posts.  No 
officer  or  man  willbe  permitted  to  be  absent  from  his  station  with- 
out authority  from  department  or  these  headquarters. 

8.  Until  the  arrival  of  cavalry,  which  it  is  expected  will  shortly 
be  sent  you,  you  will  impress  a  limited  number  of  horses  from  the 
disloyal  inhabitants  on  which  to  mount  your  men  when  occasion 
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requires,  giving  receipts  for  them  which  sliall  entitle  them  to  pay 
where  they  make  satisfactory  exhihition  of  their  loyalty.  These 
receipts  will  be  returned  .when  the  horses  are  delivered  up.  The 
number  of  the  horses  so  seized,  and  the  name  of  the  owner  in  each 
case,  will  be  reported  to  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Lockwood  : 

[GEORGE  V.  MASSEY,] 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  28,  18G3. 

(Received  10.25  a.  m.) 
Capt.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
We  are  mounting  a  200-pounder  Parrott  at  Plymouth  to  meet  the 
iron-clad  in  the  Roanoke.     Send  as  early  as  possible  a  navy  carriage 
for  it.     No  other  will  do. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  39,  1863—8.35  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  out  a  strong 
brigade  to  picket  and  hold  the  Raccoon  Ford,  about  2  miles  out  from 
Robertson's  Tavern. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

November  29,  1803—8.35  a.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel  :  During  the  night  an  advance  of  cavalry  was  made  on 
my  pickets  on  the  plank  road.     This  morning  I  find  the  cavalry  m 
front  on  the  plank  road.     During  the  night  much  noise  and  cutting 
of  trees  to  the  right  of  the  plank  road. 

There  is  a  very  large  swamp  off  to  the  right  of  the  plank  road. 
All  the  approaches  to  it  from  the  south  are  covered. 

The  Second  Corps  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  crossing  of  the  plank 
road  and  Raccoon  Ford  road. 
V«ry  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  29,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  corps  commanders 
report  from  time  to  time  the  condition  of  affairs  in  their  front,  and 
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whether  auy  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  disposition  of  the 
enemy.  Each  corps  commander  will  also  see  that  a  route  practi- 
cable for  wagons  as  well  as  troops  is  open  from  his  rear  to  Eohert- 
son's  Tavern,  and  that  a  route  for  communication  between  the 
various  corps  is  open  in  the  rear. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

November  29,  1863, 
Col.  O.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  party  sent  to  ex- 
amine the  ground  in  my  front  have  returned,  and  state  that  the 
stream  in  front  is  passable  at  all  points. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  B.  CARR, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  29,  1863—1  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Cline  is  just  in.  He  went  first  to  Chancellorsville,  where  he  found 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  observing  the  roads  leading  to 
Fredericksburg.  They  belonged  to  Rosser's  brigade.  Being  pursued, 
Cline  retired,  and  at  the  forks  of  the  plank  road  another  party  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pursued  them.  They  (Cline's  party)  then  came  to 
Parker's  Store  and  there  tried  to  get  through  the  Wilderness  by 
some  of  the  wood  roads,  but  found  them  all  full  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  apparently  observing  every  approach  to  Fredericksburg 
and  the  Catharpin  road.  Cline  tried  to  reach  the  Catharpin  road, 
but  was  unable  to  do  so. 

About  half  way  between  Robertson's  Tavern  and  New  Hope 
Church,  on  the  plank  road,  Cline  saw  a  lady  who  left  New  Market 
Cross-Roads  day  before  yesterday  morning.  Her  daughter's  hus- 
band works  in  a  tobacco  factory  at  Frederick's  Hall  Station,  and 
she  reported  that — 

Many  things  were  going  back  on  the  cars  to  Eichmond  and  no  soldiers  were 
coming  up ;  that  from  Spotsylvania  Court-House  toward  Chancellorsville  the  roads 
were  all  picketed  by  cavalry. 

She  had  no  idea  of  the  force,  and  could  give  nothing  more  definite. 
She  had  seen  no  infantry. 

In  the  Wilderness,  just  back  of  New  Hope  Church,  Cline  captured 
5  prisoners,  whom  he  turned  over  to  the  Fifth  Corps.  Tliey  were 
from  the  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia,  of  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps,  and  report  their  division  (Heth's)  as  being  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  line.  The  right  of  the  enemy's  line  is  at  New  Verdier- 
ville,  or  a  little  in  advance,  on  the  plank  road,  where  they  are  posted 
on  a  ridge,  with  their  encampments  in  the  rear. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  39,  18G3— 1.15  p.  m. 
Colonel  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

CoLOKEL.  I  am  between  Jones' and  plank  road.  Mine  Eun  is  in 
a  field  in  which  I  am.  All  open.  Jones'  house  in  same  opening. 
Have  been  to  plank  road  by  one  path.  Am  following  another 
nearer  to  Mine  Run. ,  Have  driven  all  pickets  to  the  other  side  and 
away  back  out  of  the  opening  into  the  woods.  A  rebel  soldier  from 
Georgia  I  have  taken  says  he  has  seen  a  battery  on  the  south  side  of 
plank  road  near  the  west  side  of  Mine  Run,  but  does  not  "think  there 
is  any  infantry  there.  Saw  perhaps  a  guard.  I  shall  soon  know  if 
it  is  there. 

Yours, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—3  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I  have  received  information  that  General  Warren  is 
moving  up  the  plank  road.     General  Prince  furnishes  it. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Pa.  Res.,  Third  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  39,  1863—3.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sykes, 

Com,manding  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

General  :  I  have  made  a  careful  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  line 
in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  line  of  attack 
for  the  corps,  if  it  is  determined  that  we  should  attack  simultane- 
ously with  Generals  French  and  Newton,  should  be  to  the  right  of 
the  fire  of  4i-inch  guns  in  my  front.  If  this  view  be  correct,  I  should 
close  up  the  gap  toward  Bartlett,  instead  of  his  closing  to  the  left. 

The  pine  woods  in  his  direct  front  and  where  the  headquarters  of 
the  brigade  at  present  on  picket  are  located,  come  to  a  point  where 
the  ravines  meet  directly  in  our  front.  An  attacking  line  making 
use  of  these  woods,  and  forming  upon  their  edge  under  cover,  would 
carry  the  intrenchment  in  their  front  over  the  reduced  distance, 
weakened  as  their  long  line  must  be  by  the  fire  from  the  heavy  guns 
now  in  position  along  our  front.  If  the  corps  attacks  over  the  open 
space,  directly  in  its  front,  not  only  will  the  artillery  in  position  be 
unavailable  as  we  descend  our  own  slope  and  ascend  that  of  the 
enemy,  but  the  line  will  be  so  exposed  over  the  whole  space  as  to 
offer  but  a  very  slight  chance  of  success. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Headquarters  First  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  signal  officers,  Lieutenants  Wiggins  and  Camp,  have  inter- 
cepted the  following  fragment  of  a  rebel  message  just  received  from 
Clark's  Mountain  : 

We  can  see  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  at  Somerville. 

Very  respectfidly, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding  First  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  November  29,  1863. 

(Received  4.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Army  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  General  Prince  be 
instructed  to  communicate  his  position  to  General  Warren. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  &c.,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Hdqrs.  Line  of  Battle  on  Mine  Run, 

Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—4.35  p,  m. 
Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Lieut.  Col.,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Colonel  :  The  officer  sent  to  make  an  examination  of  Mine  Run 
has  returned.  He  reports  that  he  went  in  advance  of  our  pickets 
until  the  fi^e  upon  him  became  so  strong  that  he  was  not  able  to  pro- 
ceed. He  reports  that  the  enemy's  pickets  are  in  groups  of  5  and  7 
men  in  the  pits  beyond  the  creek.  He  reports  a  bog  or  swamp  on  the 
creek  making  a  distance  of  150  yards.  He  reports  that  he  made  his 
way  to  the  left,  and  that  he  saw  the  picket  line  of  the  First  Corps 
advance,  and  that  they  were  driven  back.  I  have  ordered  3  picked 
men  to  go  to-night  and  make  an  examination  of  the  ford. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  :    ~ 

Your  notes  of  5.40  p.  m.  and  6  p.  m.  are  just  received.  The 
first,  in  reference  to  the  trains  of  the  Third  Corps  ordered  up,  I  am 
in  perfect  ignorance.  I  remember  only  being  informed  of  the  three 
days'  supply  especially  directed  by  the  general  commanding.  I  beg 
to  assure  the  general  commanding  that  I  never  will  or  wish  to  trans- 
cend his  orders,  and  cannot  be  accessory  to  others  doing  so. 
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I  have  looked  at  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  cannot  see 
a  practicable  point  or  line  upon  which  my  command,  supported  or 
unsupported,  could  do  anytning  but  carry  in  such  an  exhausted 
state,  while  they  will  be  in  full  force  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Should 
General  Warren  turn  the  enemy,  a  bold  movement  on  the  left  in  con- 
junction would  change  the  result,  but  even  then  there  would  be  no 
decisive  result  to  compensate. 

I  am  ready,  however,  to  act  with  all  my  vigor  to  carry  out  such 
orders  as  the  general  commanding,  in  his  knowledge  of  the  whole 
line,  may  direct. 

EespectfuUy, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

November  29,  1SG3— 7.05  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  0.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Corps  : 
Colonel  :  I  am  encamped  on  the_  right  of  the  Second  Corps  on  the 
continuation  of  its  line.  Immediately  in  rear  of  my  right  is  Jones' 
house.  I  have  given  orders  to  have  my  pickets  to  connect  on  the 
right  with  General  Carr's.  A  branch  of  Mine  Run  is  in  my  rear,  but 
the  main  body  of  the  run  is  in  my  front.  The  valley  of  the  small 
branch  is  between  my  position  and  General  Carr's.  The  enemy  looks 
strong  in  front,  and  there  are  crossing  places  from  his  position  to 
mine.  The  space  is  wide  between  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  29,  1863—7.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  bommanding  desires  to  see  you  at  these  head- 
quarters immediately. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  39,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  two  divisions 
of  your  corps  to  report  to  General  Warren  on  the  plank  road,  the 
divisions  to  start  at  2  a.  m.  to-morrow.  You  will  open  your  batteries 
to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock  punctually.  You  will  hold  the  re- 
maining division  of  your  corps  prepared  to  resist  an  attack  from  the 
enemy,  and  also  to  advance  upon  him  should  the  result  of  the  attacks 
at  other  points  be  successful,  or  to  move  to  other  points  of  our  front. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarteks  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  29,  1863—10.45  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  First  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  post  your  corps 
early  to-morrow  morning,  so  as  to  hold  the  turnpike.  The  troops 
of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  left  here  have  been  ordered  to  report 
to  you.  With  your  command  you  will  hold  the  position  on  the 
turnpike,  and  he  prepared  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy  should 
the  results  of  the  other  attacks  make  it  desirable,  or  move  to  the 
left  or  right,  according  to  the  dispositions  which  the  enemy  may 
make  it  necessary  to  have  made.  You  will  open  your  batteries  at 
8  o'clock  in  the  morning  punctually. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
ilajor- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Birney, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  there  will  be  a  general  assault  on  the  rebel 
lines  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  at  which  time  all  the  batteries  will  open 
fire.  At  7  a.  m.  you  will  deploy  one  brigade  of  your  division  as 
skirmishers,  the  left  extending  to  where  the  left  of  our  main  line 
now  is,  and  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  First  Corps.  These  troops 
will  be  placed  so  as  not  to  expose  them  to  the  fire  of  our  own 
guns. 

The  other  two  brigades  will  be  deployed  as  supports  to  the 
batteries,  ready  to  advance  as  soon  as  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
flank  proves  successful.  Every  train  and  encampment  must  be 
moved  back  to  Robertson's  Tavern,  to  be  out  of  way  of  the  enemy's 
shelling. 

By  command  of  Major-General  French  : 

JNO.  M.  NORVELL, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—11.20  p.  m. 

The  divisions  of  General  Prince  and  General  Carr  will  report  to 
Major-General  Warren,  on  the  plank  road,  starting  at  2  a.  m.  to- 
morrow, the  30th  instant.  If  practicable,  they  will  draw  20  rounds 
of  ammunition  to-night,  which  the  men  will  carry  in  their  pockets. 
Take  the  three  days'  rations,  if  you  have  not  already  drawn  them. 
Send  all  teams  not  required  back  to  Robertson's  Tavern.  Batteries 
will  open  here  at  8  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Major-General  French  : 

JNO.  M.  NORVELL, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  November  29,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  : 
The  greater  part  of  Jones'  force  is  now  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and 
there  can  be  very  little  opposition  to  a  movement  against  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  November  29,  1863—9  p.  m. 

(Received  10.25  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  General-in-Chief's  telegram  of  this  date  received.  I  have  been 
anxiously  awaiting  the  movements  of  General  Meade,  hoping  that 
he  would  be  able  to  drive  Lee's  army  from  Gordonsville  and  Char- 
lottesville, in  which  event  I  could  move  my  force  up  the  Valley  of 
the  South  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah  and  occupy  Staunton,  and  hold 
aline  west  from  that  point  running  through  Covington,  in  Alleghany 
County,  and  Lewisburg,  in  Greenbrier  County,  and  thence  to  the 
mouth  of  Gauley,  and  thereby  shorten  my  present  line  several  hun- 
dred miles  ;  but  if  you  deem  your  information  reliable,  and  think  it 
best  to  do  so,  I  can  send  General  Averell,  with  his  whole  force,  by 
way  of  Franklin,  Monterey,  Covington,  and  Fincastle,  and  strike 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad  at  Salem,  in  Roanoke,  or  Bon- 
sack's  Station,  in  Botetourt,  or  both  points.  I  can  also,  if  you  ap- 
prove, send  General  Dufii^,  with  his  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  from 
Kanawha,  via  Fayetteville  and  Raleigh  Court-House,  and  strike  the 
railroad  at  points  between  Wytheville  and  Christiansburg  at  the 
same  time. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  Qeneral. 

November  30,  1863—7.45  a.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

It  is  now  7.45  and  I  have  heard  no  firing  from  you,  from  which  I 
fear  the  enemy  has  left  your  front.  His  position  and  strength  seem 
so  formidable  in  my  present  front  that  I  advise  against  making  the 
attack  here.     The  full  light  of  the  sun  shows  me  that  I  cannot  sue- 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps : 
Please  advise  the  commanding  general  as  soon  as  the  divisioii 
returns  to  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General, 
[P.  S.] — Please  acknowledge. 
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Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  30,  1863. 

Manor-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  message  to  General  French  received  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  for- 
warded immediately  to  him  by  orderly. 

O.  H.  HART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30, 1863—10.16  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  We  have  but  one  prisoner  so  far  this  a.  m.,  sent  in  a 
few  minutes  ago  from  the  Third  Corps.  He  is  from  Gordon's  bri- 
gade, Early's  division,  and  was  taken  by  skirmishers  of  Third  Corps 
to  our  left  of  the  turnpike.  He  said  his  command  is  between  John- 
son's division  and  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  ;  that  the  enemy  is  all  there ; 
that  three  days'  rations  of  flour  was  issued  last  night.  He  stutters, 
and  is  very  indefinite. 

10.30  a.  m. 
Fourteen  prisoners  sent  in  by  General  Birney  from  Sixth  Louis- 
iana and  Sixty-first  Georgia,  Early's  division,  and  Forty-eighth 
Georgia  and  Fifth  Florida,  Anderson's  division.  They  were  taken 
by  General  Birney's  skirmishers  half  a  mile  to  our  left  of  the  pike, 
along  the  creek.  Early's  division  is  the  right  of  Ewell's  corps  and 
Anderson's  the  left  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps.  They  had  three  days' 
rations  issued  last  night.  One  of  them  had  heard  a  report  that 
Pickett's  division  had  come  up,  but  the  more  intelligent  did  not 
believe  it,  and  nothing  had  been  seen  of  it. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863—3  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order  the  divis- 
ion of  the  Third  Corps  remaining  with  you  to  return  to  the  corps 
and  report  to  General  French.  The  return  movement  should  be  so 
conducted  as  to  avoid  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  He  also  desires" 
to  know  whether  any  additional  information  has  caused  any  changes 
in  your  views  as  to  the  practicability  of  an  attack  by  our  left. 
General  Wright  reports  that  although  the  enemy  have  increased  the 
obstacles  in  the  way,  yet  that  he  does  not  deem  an  attack  there,  im- 
practicable. He  still  has  hopes  of  success. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

CorriTnanding  Third  Corps: 
Suspend  the  fire  of  your  batteries  and  your  demonstrations. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
Be  extremely  cautious.     The  attack  on  the  left  •will  probably  not 
be  made. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  attack 
is  suspended  for  to-day,  and  as  soon  as  it  becomes  dark  you  will 
withdraw  the  troops  to  their  former  position,  or  in  that  vicinity. 
The  object  of  waiting  until  dark  to  withdraw  is  merely  to  conceal 
the  movement  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  TJiird  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he 
has  gone  to  the  extreme  left,  and  that  Major-General  Sedgwick  will 
remain  here  in  command  until  he  returns.  Suspend  your  firings 
and  demonstrations.  The  attack  on  your  left  is  suspended,  as  well 
as  that  on  the  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  your  front  ?    Have  the  enemy 
shown  any  force  or  made  any  movements  that  you  have  seen,  or 
changed  their  dispositions  in  any  way  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

November  30,  1863. 
General  Humphreys,   Chief  of  Staff: 

Carr's  division  has  joined  me.     General  Carr  states  that  General 
Warren  told  him  he  intended  to  keep  Prince's  division. 

FRENCH, 

Oeneral. 


Army  of  the  Potomac,  November  30,  1863, 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps: 

The  other  division  of  your  corps  has  been  ordered  to  return,  and 
must  be  on  its  way,  if  not  near  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

November  30,  1863—8.40  p.  m. 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  have  your 
opinion  upon  the  practicability  of  carrying  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  you,  within  the  limits  of  the  front 
of  your  command.     Please  reply  immediately. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     ~ 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  commanders  of  First,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—9.05  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  'Wuaj.kms,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

In  reply  to  your  8.45,  this  p.  m.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
since  dark  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  information  that  I  de- 
sire concerning  the  topography  of  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  I 
will  be  enabled  to  answer  the  note  more  satisfactorily  on  receiving 
from  division  commanders  the  information  already  sent  for. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—11  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
General:  The  papers  inclosed  are  the  answers  of  my  division 
commanders*  to  an  inquiry  as  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  their 
respective  fronts.  I  regard  any  attempt  to  storm  as  liopeless,  unless 
the  troops  can  be  massed  near  the  point  of  attack  withoiit  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  enemy,  and  unless  strongly  supported  on  both  right  and 
left.     The  works  of  the  enemy  in  my  immediate  front  appear  to  be 

*  Only  Cutler's  report  found. 
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heavy,  and  their  attention  seems  to  have  been  drawn  to  the  possi- 
bility of  an  attack  here. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  NEWTON, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

November  30,  1863. 
[Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Army  Corps :~\ 
Colonel:  I  think  that  the  works  can  be  carried  at  or  near  the 
first  angle  of  the  pike  to  the  left,  provided  that  the  enemy  is  first 
dislodged  from  the  pines  in  front  of  the  works  by  an  attack  from  the 
left.  This  is  the  only  practicable  way  I  see,  and  that  at  a  great  sac- 
rifice. If  I  were  to  make  the  assault,  I  would  like  to  see  the  officer 
that  is  to  lead  on  my  left  and  have  daylight  to  execute  it  in. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  CUTLER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—10.11  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

As  to  carrying  the  line  in  my  front,  the  two  divisions  being  now 
at  my  disposal,  I  say  there  is  no  obstacle  to  success  except  those 
incidental  to  military  enterprises. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—9  p.  m. 
[Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams  :] 

General:  In  answer  to  your  question  of  this  evening,  I  do  not 
think  it  practicable  to  successfully  carry  the  intrenchments  of  the 
enemy  within  the  front  of  my  command.     I  mean  the  front  on  either 
side  of  the  old  turnpike  road,  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  yesterday. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—11  p.  m. 
[Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams  :] 

General:  In  answer  to  your  question,  I  desire  to  say  that,  so  far 
as  could  be  seen,  I  do  not  consider  it  impracticable  to  carry  the  front 
threatened  by  us  to-day,  although  I  regard  the  chances  of  success  as 
very  much  lessened,  both  because  the  enemy  has  prepared  to-day  to 
meet  the  threat  there  offered,  and  because  I  am  almost  assured  that 
he  now  knows  the  nature  of  the  attack  it  was  our  design  to  offer, 
and  has  prepared  to  resist  it. 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Major-  General. 
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Hbadquahtees  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  enemy  appear  the  same  in  my  front.  Their  rifle-pits  are  full 
of  men.  My  skirmishers  advanced  some  distance  to  the  front,  but 
could  not  draw  their  fire.  We  took  some  12  prisoners,  of  Hill's 
corps. 

Very  respectfxilly, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

If  I  could  have  four  4i-inch  guns  I  could  silence  the  batteries 
bearing  on  Warren's  right  and  my  front.  A  staff  officer  will  show  a 
fine  road  to  the  position  if  the  guns  can  be  given  me.  The  enemy's 
fire  in  my  front  is  in  a  crochet,  thus : 


Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — In  co-operation  I  can  carry  the  position  as  it  now  stands 
in  my  front. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 
[General  Birney  :] 

General  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  there  will  be  a  general  assault  along  the 
entire  line  of  the  enemy  at  8  a.  m.,  at  which  time  all  of  the  batteries 
will  open  their  fire.  At  7  a.  m.  you  will  deploy  one  brigade  of  your 
division  as  skirmishers,  the  left  extending  to  where  the  left  of  our 
main  line  now  is,  and  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  First  Corps.  These 
troops  will  be  placed  so  as  not  to  expose  them  to  the  fire  of  our  own 
shells  or  those  of  the  enemy.  The  other  two  brigades  will  be  de- 
ployed as  supports,  ready  to  advance  as  soon  as  the  attack  on  the 
enemy^s  flank  becomes  successful.  Every  train  and  encampment 
must  be  moved  back  to  Robertson's  Tavern,  or  be  put  out  of  reach 
of  the  enemy's  shelling. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French  : 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  November  30,  1863 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland,  Md. : 
It  is  not  safe  to  rely  upon  any  movements  of  General  Meade's 
army.     Your  operations  should  be  made  without  regard  to  him.     I 
can  only  designate  the  object.     You  must  determine  upon  the  best 
way  to  reach  it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

General  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 
No.  383.  5  Washington,  November  30,  1863. 

I.  Commanders  of  geographical  departments  are  authorized  to  grant 
leaves  of  absence  in  accordance  with  the  General  Regulations  of  the 
Army ;  but  all  officers,  of  whatsoever  grade,  are  prohibited  from 
visiting  the  city  of  Washington  without  the  special  permission  of  the 
War  Department. 

II.  To  serve  as  a  check  upon  the  abuse  of  the  authority  conferred 
by  the  foregoing  paragrapn,  a  report  of  all  leaves  granted  will  be 
made  monthly  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  stating  their 
length  and  dates,  and  the  reasons  for  granting  them. 

III.  No  application  for  extension  of  leaves  of  absence  will  be 
granted  by  the  War  Department  unless  such  extension  is  recom- 
mended by  the  officer  granting  the  leave. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Mai.  Qen.  Christoplier 
C.  Augur,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  November,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


E 
o 


a 
I 


be 


Pieces    of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters  a 

Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction  (Barry) 

District  of  Washington  (Martindale)  b 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac  (Hasldn). . . 

Provisional  brigades  (Casey) 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac  (De  Bussy) 

Corcoran's  division  c 

Cavalry  forces  (Lowell)  d 

District  of  Alexandria  (Slough)  e 

Camp  Convalescent,  &c.  (Al»rcrombie) 

Glymont  Landing  (Capt.  A.  Sharra) 

Government  farms,  Va.  (Capt.  R.  C.  Perry) 

Mason's  Island,  D.  C.  (Tracy) 

Fort  Washington,  Md.  (Brooks) 

Total 


26 

50 

J49 

227 

6 


22 
1,249 
2,703 
5,777 


4,798 

2,209 

642 

1,410 

1,618 

73 

92 

811 

128 


49 

,477 

1,259 

,336 

6 

i,257 

!,748 

,124 

!,0S9 

i,688 

148 

106 

946 

181 


50 

1,636 

5,016 

7,974 

17 

7,282 

3,441 

1,887 

2,427 

7,034 

168 

131 

984 

188 


1,0 


21,532 


33,384     38,235 


432 


444 
6 


70 


70 


a  Including  hand  of  17th  U.  S.  Infantry  and  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weher  and  stftfl. 
Abercrombie  and  staff  transferred  to  Camp  Convalescent,  &c. 
6  And  iBt  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry, 
c  Fairfax  Court-House. 
d  CentreviUe,  Va. 
e  Including  4tb  Delaware. 


Brigadler-Oeneral 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Department  (Eighth  Army  Corps),  Maj.  Gen. 
Robert  C.  Schenek,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  November,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

a, 

< 

Pieces   of 
artillery. 

Command. 

O 

1 

1 

1 

Bemarks. 

15 
60 

73 
41 

10 
19 
16 
25 
22 
19 

"i.oar' 

1,644 
873 

302 
372 
485 
469 
254 
482 

15 
1,210 

2,054 
1,103 

342 
448 
665 
535 
834 
564 

15 
1,386 

2,425 
1,488 

392 
488 
726 
566 
379 
602 

First  Separate  Brigade  (Lock- 
wood). 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Morris). 

Third  Separate  Brigade  (E.  B. 
Tyler). 

District  of  Delaware  (D.  Tyler) .... 

Annapolis,  Md.  (Waite) 

Fort  Delaware,  Del.  (Schoepf) 

Ellicott's  Mills,  Md.  (Gilpin) 

Relay  House,  Md  (Jenkms) 

159 

15 
10 

FortMcHeni'y,Md. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

72 

G 

3d  Maryland  Cavalir  (Tevis)" 

more,  Md. 

Total 

300 

5,908 

7,270 

P,466 

231 

31 

- 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Oen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  November,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Pieces    of 
artiUery. 

Command. 

1 

d 

i 

1 

'6 
1 

Remarks. 

Gteneral  headquarters 

8 
267 
311 
187 
165 

7 

■  7,' 689' 

7,775 

4,655 

3,498 

155 

8 
8,624 
9,142 
6,636 
4,273 
281 

8 
10,782 
10,204 
7,001 
5,384 
301 

First  Division  (Sullivan) 

32 
2 

40 
29 
16 
12 

Harper's  Ferry  .W.Va. 

Second  Division  (Mulligan) 

Third  Division  (Scammon) 

New  Creek,  W.  Va. 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 

First  Separate  Brigade  (Averell)  . . 
■Wheeling  W  Va  (Thoro^ 

New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Total 

945 

23,172 

27,864 

33,680 

34 

97 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  November,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


^4 

to 


Pieces    of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters  a 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  (Roberts) 

Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.  (Barnes) 

Portsmouth,  Va.  (Getty) 

Yorktown  and  vicinity  (Wistar) 

Newxx)rt  News,  Va.  (Heckman) 

District  of  North  Carolina  (Peek) : 

Headquarters  (New  Berne) 

Defenses  of  New  Berne  (Palmer) 

Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle  (Wessells) 

Sub-District  of  Beaufort  (Jourdan) 

Sub-District  of  the  Pamlico  (McChesney) 

Total 


30 
32 

178 
313 
181 
120 

22 
1.M 
83 
75 
44 


61 
804 
3,316 
6,453 
3,740 
2,604 


3,108 

1,207 

978 

1,300 


1,331 
4,297 
8,145 
4,963 
3,388 


4,163 
1,666 
1,835 
1,691 


117 
1,676 
4,917 
12,341 
6,692 
4,156 


6,isr 

2,034 
1,906 
1,976 


6 
36 
60 


72 
13 
8 


1,231 


23,571 


31,064 


40,972 


197 


191 


a  Including  signal  corps. 
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CiRCULAE.]  HeADQUAKTEES  ArMY  OF  THE  PoTOMAC, 

December  1,  1863—1.30  a.  m. 

Corps  commanders  are  directed  to  place  under  charge  of  a  com- 
petent officer  all  wagons  and  ambulances,  excepting  one-half  the 
infantry  and  artillery  reserve  ammunition,  and  ambulances  in  the 
proportion  of  the  ambulances  and  medicine  and  hospital  wagons  of 
a  brigade  to  each  division  to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army. 

One-half  of  the  artillery  of  each  corps  will  accompany  the  Reserve 
Artillery,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  rear,  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  of  artillery. 

This  order  will  be  carried  into  effect  immediately. 

The  chief  quartermaster  will  designate  the  roads  which  the  trains 
will  take. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  commanding  officers  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps,  Cavalry  Corps,  chief  of  artillery,  and  chief  quartermaster.) 


December  1,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

All  my  pickets  report  the  enemy's  artillery  moving  to  the  left  in 
the  night.  Infantry  is  reported  moving  in  the  same  direction  this 
morning.  These  reports  I  do  not  regard  as  very  positive  informa- 
tion.    I  have  ordered  a  reconnaissance,  with  infantry,  to  my  left. 

General  Gregg's  cavalry  I  sent  back  to  him  last  night.  I  also 
withdrew  General  Terry's  division  to  a  position  from  which  it  can 
move  free  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  I  am  glad  the  dis- 
position of  the  artillery,  &c. ,  leaves  us  so  free  to  move. 

I  would  earnestly  ad.vise  General  Meade  not  to  go  back  till  com- 
pelled to  from  lack  of  provisions.  Can  we  not  send  infantry  to 
replace  our  cavalry  guarding  the  trains,  and  bring  it  up.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  General  Meade  gave  me, 
and  call  your  attention  to  a  rebel  article  on  cavalry.  Read  the  part 
I  have  marked;  it  is  but  a  line.  We  need  cavalry  for  such  purposes. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Decembee  1,  [1868]— 8.40  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  C.  DUANE  : 

The  position  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  General  Warren  on  the  (our) 
right  of  the  old  railroad  cut  is  very  strong,  there  being  an  almost 
level  plain  of  nearly  1,000  yards,  over  which  troops  must  advance 
to  take  rifle-pits  and  batteries  on  cresti,  some  30  feet  high.  On  the 
left  of  railroad  cut  the  distance  to  be  passed  over  by  troops  under 
fire  is  about  300  yards.  What  I  could  see  of  this  part  of  the  line 
seemed  to  be  breastworks  protected  by  abatis. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 
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Hdqes.  First  Corps  Signal  Station, 

December  1,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 

Major-General  Newton  : 

Sir:  The  atmosphere  is  heavy  this  morning.     We  can  see  no 
change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy  from  yesterday  afternoon.    It 
is  too  hazy  to  get  any  messages  from  Clark's  Mountain. 
Very  respectf  mly, 

WIGGINS  AND  CAMP, 
lAeutenants,  and  Signal  Officers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  We  have  just  received  6  prisoners  of  war  from  the 
Second  Cavalry  Division,  taken  in  an  aif  air  on  Sunday  near  Parker's 
Store.  They  are  from  the  Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Fifth  North 
Carolina  Cavalry,  Eleventh  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  First  North 
Carolina  Cavalry.  All  from  Hampton's  division  of  cavalry.  They 
supposed  they  were  to  attack  a  wagon  train.  They  represent  the 
three  brigades  of  Hampton's  division,  Gordon's,  Rosser's,  and 
Young's,  as  all  being  substantially  acting  together  on  our  right,  and 
having  their  base  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  at  Louisa  Court-House. 
One  of  them,  of  some  intelligence  (and  who  desires  to  go  to  his 
relatives  in  Ohio),  estimates  his  own  brigade,  Rosser's,  at  1,100  men 
for  duty,  and  Gordon's  and  Young's  as  being  a  little  weaker.  Says 
that  the  division  can  turn  out  about  3,000  for  duty. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel.  &c. 


First  Corps  Signal  Station, 

December  1,  1863 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Captain  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
A  section  of  3-inch  guns  has  just  moved  into  the  enemy's  works, 
opposite  Reynolds'  battery,  in  front  of  First  Corps, 

WIGGINS, 

Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  French, 

CoTnmanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  hold  your 
command  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Warren 
in  case  of  additional  force  being  required  there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Chap.  XLI.]  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  527 

Hdqrs.  First  Corps  Signal  Station, 

December  1,  1863—10.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Newton: 

Sir:  In  the  enemy's  works  exposed  to  our  view  we  can  only  count 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery  in  position.     The  enemy  is  still  at  work 
along  that  portion  of  their  line  throwing  up  intrenchments. 
Very  respectfully, 

WIGGINS  AND  CAMP, 
Lieutenants,  and  Signal  Officers. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863—11.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  brigade  at 
once  to  Parker's  Store,  on  the  Orange  Court-House  plank  road,  to 
support  the  cavalry  of  General  Gregg  at  that  point.  This  brigade 
will  be  held  ready  to  move  at  any  moment.  The  officer  that  brings 
this  dispatch  knows  the  road  to  Parker's  Store,  and  will  accompany 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade. 

You  will  also  send  a  brigade  to  the  old  Wilderness  Tavern,  at  the 
intersection  of  the  turnpike  and  Germanna  plank  road,  to  support 
the  cavalry  at  that  point.  It  will  be  held  ready  to  move  at  any 
moment. 

The  brigades  sent  should  be  strong.  They  will  be  under  the  gen- 
eral direction  of  General  Gregg,  commanding  the  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

December  1,  1863—12  m. 
Brigadier-General  Prince, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  You  will  detail  a  strong  brigade,  to  report  to  General 
Gregg  at  Parker's  Store,  on  the  plank  road,  to  support  cavalry  now 
at  that  place.  They  will  proceed  immediately,  under  the  guidance 
of  Lieutenant  Wade,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  Upon  arrival  there 
they  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
By  command  of  Major-General  French: 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863—12.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Carr, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  You  will  detail  a  strong  brigade,  to  report  to  General 
Gregg  at  the  old  Wilderness  Tavern,  at  the  intersection  of  the  turn- 
pike and  Germanna  plank  road. 
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The  commandiDg  ofiBcer  will  be  instructed  to  keep  Ms  command 
in  readiness  at  all  times  to  move  at  any  moment. 

An  officer  of  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Baker,  will  report  to  the  officer 
of  the  brigade,  to  point  out  the  route. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  French. 

O.  H.  HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ClKCULAR.]  HBADQUAETERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

December  1,  1863. 

Corps  commanders  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  with 
their  trains  and  artillery  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Please  acknowledge. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  French, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
General  :  You  will  be  withdrawn  to-night  by  the  plank  road. 
Captain  Mackenzie's  engineers  will  show  you  a  road  by  which  you 
can  carry  your  artillery  to  the  plank  road.  He  says  it  will  require 
a  few  hours'  work  on  it.  Please  furnish  him  with  a  strong  working 
party  under  an  efficient  officer,  and  have  this  road  ready  before  dark, 
so  that  you  will  encounter  no  delay  after  starting. 
Yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

December  1,  18G3 — 1.25  p.  m. 
General  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. ,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Your  dispatch  received.     Will  be  in  readiness. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General 


Hdqrs.  First  Corps  Signal  Station, 

December  1,  1863—1.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Newton  : 

Sir  :  We  can  see  no  change  in  enemy's  position.  It  has  cleared 
off  enough  for  us  to  get  the  following  fragment  of  a  rebel  message 
from  Clark's  Mountain,  evidently  referring  to  our  trains  : 

On  a  road  leading  from  the  Wilderness  to  Germanna. 

Very  respectfully, 

WIGGINS  and  camp. 

Lieutenants,  and  Signal  Officers. 
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December  1,  [1863]— 2.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

There  is  nothing  new  ou  our  left  and  front.  I  serifl  you  a  sketch  * 
made  by  Mr.  Roebling.  Our  most  advanced  cavalryman  on  the 
Catharpin  road  was  shot  to-day.     We  have  13  men  there  now.    . 

The  dispatch  I  received  shows  some  move  is  contemplated.     I  was 

about  proposing  to  go,  if  nothing  else  was  contemplated,  to  Tolers- 

ville  and  Frederick's  Hall  Station.   At  least,  that  is  the  point  I  should 

have  proposed  the  day  I  got  here  but  for  the  operations  yesterday. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 
The  major-general  commanding  Cavalry  Corps  will  dispose  of  that 
arm  so  as  to  cover  the  right  flank  until  the  infantry  corps  have 
crossed  the  Rapidan  and  the  rear,  after  crossing,  by  holding  the 
river.  The  two  brigades  of  infantry  of  the  Third  Corps  with  General 
Gregg  will  remain  with  the  cavalry  and  take  post  with  them  at  Cul- 
peper  and  Ely's  Fords  until  after  the  passage  of  all  the  trains  and 
troops,  when  they  will  rejoin  their  corps  at  Brandy  Station. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  With  your  division,  the  brigade  fromMerritt's  division, 
and  the  two  brigades  of  infantry  of  French's  corps,  at  Parker's 
Store  and  the  Wilderness,  you  will  cover  the  movement  of  the  army 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Rapidan  River,  After  performing  this  duty 
you  will,  on  crossing  that  stream,  take  up  positions  at  Germanna, 
Culpeper,  and  Ely's  Fords,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  following. 

Place  some  pickets  also  on  the  Rappahannock  side,  to  prevent  sur- 
prise from  that  quarter. 

All  your  wagons  should  be  sent  over  before  night,  as  the  move- 
ment will  take  place  during  the  night,  and  it  is  expected  you  will 
be  able  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rapidan  by  daj'break. 

One  of  your  brigades  had  best  cross  at  Germanna  and  protect  that 
road. 

The  bridges  will  probably  be  taken  up  before  you  get  to  the  river. 
Cross  your  artillery,  therefore,  at  the  best  ford. 
Headquarters  to-night  at  or  near  Germanna  Ford. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 

*Seep.  933. 
34  E  R— VOL  XXIX,   PT  II 
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Hbadquartbks  Third  Corps, 

December. I,  1863—4.20  p.  m. 
General  Wili#ams  : 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report.     Have  you  anything  to  send  me 
before  the  line  is  taken  up  ? 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-General. 

Signal  Station, 
December  1,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  signal  officers  at  the  front  report  the  following  message  as 
having  been  sent  from  Clark's  Mountain  to  General  Lee  this  p.  m. : 

Enemy's  trains  moving  between  Wilderness  and  Germanna  Ford,  and  also  toward 
Stevensburg  on  Ely's  Ford  road. 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

December  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Carb, 

Comdg.  Third  Division,  Third  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Your  division  will  follow  the  Second  Division  (Prince). 
Have  staff  officers  at  the  heads  of  your  brigades,  so  that  they  may 
follow  the  route  of  the  troops  which  are  to  precede  them. 

The  pickets  will  remain  on  until  3  a.  m.,  2d  instant,  when  they 
will  be  assembled  on  the  turnpike  with  the  pickets  of  the  First, 
Fifth,  and  Sixth  Corps,  under  the  direction  of  the  general  officer  of 
the  day  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  After  crossing  Culpeper  Ford,  you  will 
mass  your  corps  near  the  Second  Division,  picketmg  on  your  right 
and  rear.  The  detached  brigade  you  will  direct  to  remain  with  the 
cavalry. 

You  must  keep  up  your  communications  with  the  rear  division, 
and  should  that  halt  you  will  do  the  same.  About  this  you  must  he 
particular. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered  for  to-day  and 
to-night : 

1.  The  First  Corps,  Major-General  Newton  commanding,  will 
withdraw  from  its  position  on  Mine  Run  (part  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
relieving  it),  concealing  the  movement  from  the  enemy,  and  march 
at  4  p.  m.  to  Germanna  Ford,  where  it  will  take  position  and  hold 
the  crossing  of  the  river  until  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  cross,  when 
it  will  follow  those  two  corps  as  soon  as  the  road  on  the  opposite  side 
is  clear.  It  will  then  form  the  rear  guard,  and  use  every  precaution 
to  insure  the  safety  of  the  rear.     It  will  take  post  at  the  termination 
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of  the  plank  road,  covering  the  trains  on  the  Stevensburg  road  and 
watching  the  Mitchell's  Ford  road. 

2.  The  Fifth  Corps  will  withdraw  f rona  its  position  on  Mine  Rnn 
as  soon  as  it  is  dark  (6  o'clock),  take  the  turnpike,  and  pass  to  the 
Germanna  plank  road  by  the  left,  along  a  wood  road  which  the 
guide. will  point  out,  and  move  to  Germanna  Ford  and  cross  the 
river.  After  crossing,  it  will  mass  on  some  convenient  point  near 
the  ford  until  the  Sisth  Corps  has  passed,  when  it  will  follow  the 
latter,  taking  the  plank  road  to  its  termination,  turn  into  the  Stevens- 
burg road  at  Holley's,  and  take  position  at  Stevensburg.  It  will  not 
leave  Germanna  Ford  until  the  First  Corps  has  crossed  so  much  of 
its  force  as  not  to  need  its  support. 

3.  The  Third  Corps  will  withdraw  from  its  position  as  soon  as  it 
is  dark  (6  o'clock),  and  move  to  the  Orange  Court-House  plank  road 
and  proceed  to  Culpeper  Ford,  using  a  cross-road  to  the  Germanna 
plank  road,  and  turning  from  the  latter  by  the  road  to  Culpeper 
Ford.  A  guide  will  accompany  the  corps.  The  route  is  that  used 
by  the  Fifth  and  First  Corps  on  the  recent  march.  The  two  bri- 
gades of  this  corps  at  Parker's  Store  and  Wilderness  Tavern  will 
remain  with  the  cavalry,  and  take  post  with  them  at  Culpeper  and 
Ely's  Fords  until  after  the  passage  of  all  the  trains  and  troops,  when 
they  will  rejoin  the  Third  Corps  at  Brandy  Station.  After  crossiug 
the  river,  the  Third  Corps  will  mass  at  some  suitable  point  near  the 
ford  until  the  Second  Corps  has  passed,  when  it  will  follow  that  corps 
and  take  the  road  past  ilichardsville,  moving  to  Brandy  Station, 
leaving  the  Stevensburg  road  at  Madden's  and  crossing  Moimtain 
Run  at  Stony  Ford,  a  mile  below  Ross'  Mills. 

4.  The  Sixth  Corps,  Major-General  Sedgwick  commanding,  will 
withdraw  as  soon  as  the  Fifth  Corps  has  withdrawn  and  cleared  the 
road;  follow  the  Fifth  Corps  to  Germanna  Ford,  and,  after  crossing 
the  river,  there  precede  the  Fifth  Corps,  taking  the  Germanna  plank 
road;  thence  past  Holley's  and  through  to  Stevensburg  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Brandy  Station,  where  it  will  remain  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Third  Corps,  when  it  will  proceed  to  its  former  position  near  Wel- 
ford's  Ford,  on  Hazel  River.  The  Sixth  Corps  brings  up  the  rear  of 
the  column  that  crosses  at  Germanna  Ford  as  far  as  the  Rapidan, 
and  will  use  every  precaution  to  protect  it;  it  will  throw  out  some 
force  upon  the  Raccoon  Ford  road  until  it  has  passed  Robertson's 
Tavern. 

5.  The  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Warren  commanding,  wUl 
withdraw  after  dark  in  time  to  follow  closelythe  Third  Corps.  After 
that  corps  has  entered  the  Orange  Court-House  plank  road,  it  will 
follow  that  corps  to  Culpeper  Ford  by  the  route  prescribed,  and 
after  crossing  the  river  will  precede  the  Third  Corps,  passing  by 
Richardsville  to  its  former  position  on  Mountain  Run,  leaving  the 
Stevensburg  road  at  Madden's.  The  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
with  it  will  there  rejoin  its  corps. 

The  Second  Corps  will  form  the  rear  guard  of  the  column  until  it 
crosses  the  Rapidan,  when  it  wiU  precede  the  Third  Corps.  It  will 
use  every  precaution  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  rear. 

6.  The  corps  on  the  same  route  will  maintain  constant  communi- 
cation with  each  other,  and  keep  within  close  supporting  distance. 
Those  that  cross  at  Germanna  will  look  out  for  their  left;  those  that 
cross  at  Culpeper  will  look  out  for  their  right  as  far  as  that  ford,  and 
every  precaution  will  be  used  to  secure  the  flanks  and  rear  from 
surprise. 
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7.  The  trains  and  artillery  will  precede  the  head  of  each  corps,  ex- 
cepting such  artillery  as  may  be  needed  for  the  rear  guard  of  the 
rear  corps. 

8.  Corps  commanders  will  so  conduct  the  withdrawal  of  their 
troops  as  to  avoid  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  In  conducting  the 
march,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  any  accidental  deviation 
from  the  route. 

9.  The  major-general  commanding  the  Cavalry  Corps  will  dispose 
of  that  arm  so  as  to  cover  the  right  flank  until  the  infantry  corps 
have  crossed  the  Eapidan,  and  the  rear,  after  crossing,  by  holding 
the  river. 

The  two  brigades  of  infantry  of  the  Third  Corps  with  General 
Gregg  will  remain  with  the  cavalry  and  take  post  with  them  at  Cul- 
peper  and  Ely's  Fords  until  after  the  passage  of  all  the  trains  and 
troops,  when  they  vrill  rejoin  their  corps  at  Brandy  Station. 

10.  The  pickets  will  not  be  withdrawn  until  3  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3d  instant.  Those  of  the  Sixth,  Fifth,  Third,  and  First 
Corps  will  be  assembled  under  the  command  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  pickets  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  will  be  conducted  by  him  on 
the  route  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  After  crossing  the  Rapidan  the  pick- 
ets will  rejoin  their  corps.  The  pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  will 
follow  the  route  of  that  corps. 

11.  Headquarters  will  take  the  route  of  the  column  that  crosses  at 
Germanna,  and  will  be  found  on  the  route  between  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Corps  as  far  as  the  Rapidan.  At  Germanna  Ford  it  will  be 
found  at  the  former  headquarters  there,  and  afterward  on  the  route 
to  former  headquarters  near  Brandy  Station,  through  Stevensburg. 
At  the  close  of  the  march  headquarters  will  be  at  the  former  locality, 
near  Brandy  Station. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

(To  commanding  officers  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps,  Cavalry  Corps,  chief  of  artillery,  chief  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, chief  engineer,  and  provost-marshal-general.) 


CiBCULAE.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  1,  1863. 
The  commanders  of  the  pickets  of  the  Sixth,  First,  and  Third 
Corps  will  arrange  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  pickets  of 
the  Fifth  Corps  as  to  the  time  when  and  order  in  which  they  will  be 
withdrawn  from  their  posts  and  assembled  upon  the  point  of  assem- 
blage. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  December  1,  1863 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
Col.  G.  H.  Sharps, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potom,ac  : 
Lee  has  about  40,000  men.     There  are  about  2,500  scattered  about 
and  around  Richmond.   About  3,500  at  Hanover  Junction  and  points 
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adjacent.     Pickett's  division,  about  4,000  strong,  guards  the  Peters- 
burg and  Weldon  Railroad.     Bragg  has  in  all  90,000  men. 

J.  L.  McPHAIL, 
Provost-MarsJial-Oeneral  of  Maryland. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  December  1,  1863. 

(Received  11.10  p.  m.) 
General  D.  H.  Rucker, 

Chief  of  Qtiartermaster's  Department: 
I  have  telegraphed  to  Ferguson,  at  Alexandria,  to  have  forage  and 
subsistence  loaded  on  cars  and  held  in  readiness  to  come  forward,  on 
my  order  (probably  to-morrow),  to  Brandy  Station.  I  do  not  believe 
we  shall  want  any  supplies  at  Aquia  or  Bull  Run.  It  looks  now 
as  though  the  campaign  must  disappoint  all  our  reasonable  expecta- 
tions. I  shall  deplore  it,  because  the  army  is  in  splendid  condition, 
and  was  handsomely  equipped  by  our  d.^artment.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  we  shall  emerge  successfully. 

If  you  have  caused  forage  to  be  put  on  light-draught  vessels,  let  it 
remain  for  the  present,  though  I  feel  bound  to  say  we  shall  be  back 
at  Brandy  to-morrow.  From  recent  indications,  the  rebels  are  said 
by  corps  commanders  to  be  too  strongly  intrenched  for  successful 
assault  by  our  forces. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 

Harper's  Ferry: 
You  will  order  your  available  cavalry  force,  with  two  regiments 
of  infantry  and  a  battery,  to  move  up  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah 
on  Thursd.ay,  the  10th  instant,  with  fifteen  days'  rations  of  hard 
bread,  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  and  cattle  on  the  hoof;  shelter  tents, 
plenty  of  ammunition,  but  not  extra  or  unnecessary  baggage.  Will 
proceed,  by  easy  marches,  to  Strasburg,  where  the  force  will  re- 
main until  the  17th  instant,  when  it  will  move  forward,  if  Imbodeu 
retires,  to  Woodstock,  and  thence  to  Mount  Jackson,  New  Market, 
and  Harrisonburg,  occupying  the  latter  place  on  the  20th  and  21st, 
and  threatening  Staunton  with  cavalry.  On  23d,  the  force  will  take 
up  the  line  of  march  and  return  to  camp. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  1, 1863—8. 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Butler, 

Fort  Monroe : 
Are  you  willing  to  take  McDowell  and  spare  Peck  for  General 
Dix? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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General  Oedeks,  )  Hdqes.  18th  A.  C,  Deft.  Va.  and  N.  C, 
No.  44.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  1, 1863. 

A  Military  Commission,  of  not  less  than  five  commissioned  officers, 
of  and  above  the  rank  of  captain,  with  a  recorder  and  legal  adviser, 
is  constituted  and  appointed  for  the  trial  of  all  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, which  by  the  laws  of  any  State  in  the  Union  or  the  United 
States,  or  the  laws  martial,  are  punishable  with  death,  or  imprison- 
ment for  a  long  term  of  years. 

The  sentences  of  said  Commission  will  be  assimilated  to  those  pro- 
vided by  such  laws,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  necessity  of  severity, 
and  for  prompt  punishment  incident  to  the  crimes  and  disorders 
arising  from  a  state  of  war. 

The  Commission  will  sit  at  all  convenient  hours  for  the  disj)atch  of 
business;  will  be  attended  by  the  provost-marshal  or  his  assistants. 
All  its  orders  will  be  respected  and  obeyed,  and  its  summonses  com- 
plied with. 

As  the  motives  of  men  make  so  largely  the  element  of  the  crimes 
cognizable  by  this  Commission,  the  rules  of  evidence  of  the  English 
common  law  may  be  so  far  relaxed  as  to  allow  the  accused  to  be 
questioned  in  the  presence  of  the  Commission — always  leaving  it  to 
his  free  choice  to  respond  or  not  to  the  questions  proposed. 

The  accusation  will  be  substantially  in  the  form  used  in  courts- 
martial,  excepting  that  it  should  fully  set  forth  a  description  of  the 
accused,  with  his  residence  and  business;  whether  or  not  ne  has  been 
a  loyal  citizen;  his  antecedents,  character,  and  acts  in  that  regard,  so 
far  as  known,  which  portion  of  the  accusation  may  be  put  in  con- 
troversy at  the  trials,  provided  the  accused  be  not  a  soldier  of  the 
United  States. 

All  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentences  of  this  Commission  are  to 
be  subjected  to  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general,  and  will  be 
carried  into  effect  upon  his  order. 

The  following-named  officers  are  detailed  for  and  will  constitute 
such  Commission: 

Col.  G.  A.  Stedman,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

Col.  A.  G.  Draper,  Second  North  Carolina. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Chambers,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers. 

Maj.  William  Grantman,  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers. 

Csipt.  W.  H.  Seip,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Peter  Haggerty,  aide-de-camp,  recorder  and  legal  adviser. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  2,  1863—10  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  as  your 
troops  are  probably  very  much  fatigued,  your  corps  will  remain  here 
to-day  and  move  to  its  former  position  near  Welford's  Ford  to-mor- 
row.   You  will  send  a  force  down  to  the  ford  (Germanna)  to  relieve 
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the  brigade  and  artillery  of  General  Newton  posted  there.    General 
Newton  will  send  some  force  to  Mitchell's  Ford  to  hold  and  watch  it 
until  relieved  by  the  cavalry. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqbs.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  December  2, 1863. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  General  Sedgwick's 
corps  to  remam  here  to-day.  You  will  follow  the  Fifth  Corps  to 
Stevensburg.  A  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  will  relieve  your  bri- 
gade and  artillery  at  Germanna  Ford.  The  brigade  you  send  to 
Mitchell's  Ford  will  remain  there  until  relieved  by  the  cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oenerdl,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  2,1863—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren,  Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  as  the  Sixth 
Corps  are  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Germanna  Ford  to-day,  the 
division  of  that  corps  now  with  you  will  remain  under  your  com- 
mand until  to-morrow,  when  it  will  rejoin  its  corps  at  Welford's 
Ford. 

-     A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Humphreys: 

I  have  already  ordered  General  Terry  to  his  old  camp,  and  all  his 
wagons,  tents,  &c.,  have  gone  there.  As  I  presume  there  is  no 
military  necessity  for  me  to  countermand  this  arrangement,  I  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  letting  him  go  on,  as  that  may  be 
stopped  if  disapproved. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  2,  1863—11.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  French,  Commanding  Third  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  two  brigades  of 
the  Third  Corps  detached  yesterday  to  General  Gregg  will  halt  at 
Richardsville,  instead  of  joining  their  corps,  and  remain  there  guard- 
ing the  trains  of  the  army,  and  follow  in  their  rear  until  they  have 
crossed  Mountain  Run,  when  the  brigades  will  rejoin  their  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Published  to  Generals  Prince  and  Carr  at  once.  Detached  two 
regiments  from  General  Birney. 


536  OPEEATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.      [CSbap.  XLI. 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

December  2,  1863—4.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I  have,  one  division  (Prince's)  ahead  of  the  column  of 
trains.  Two  brigades  are  left  to  cover  the  rear.  The  remainder  of 
the  corps  I  have  been  enabled  to  mass  about  4  miles  from  Madden's. 
As  soon  to-night  as  the  trains  permit  the  march  will  be  resumed. 
The  trains  are  moving  along  well  in  three  columns. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  2,  1863—11  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to  Rappa- 
hannock Station  and  assume  charge  of  the  protection  of  the  railroad. 
Your  troops  will  relieve  those  of  the  First  Corps  under  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Kenly,  now  guarding  the  road,  who  will  direct 
the  detachment  of  cavalry  now  serving  with  him  to  report  to  you. 

The  point  at  which  troops  are  stationed  are  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion, Bealeton,  Warrenton  Junction,  Cedar  Run,  or  Catlett's,  Nokes- 
ville.  Kettle  Run  bridge,  and  Manassas  Junction.  The  force  now 
stationed  at  Bristoe,  Catlett's,  or  Cedar  Run  bridge,  and  Manassas 
Junction  is  not  deemed  sufficient,  nor  is  that  at  Bealeton.  The  dis- 
position of  the  First  Corps  previous  to  the  late  movement  was  as 
follows  (it  will  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  views  of  the  major-general 
commanding) :  One  brigade  at  Rappahannock  Station;  one  brigade 
at  Beverly  Ford ;  one  brigade  at  Bealeton,  with  a  detachment  at 
Liberty ;  one  brigade  at  Elk  Run  bridge  and  Germahtown ;  one 
brigade  at  Warrenton  Junction  ;  one  brigade  at  Bristoe,  and  one 
brigade  distributed  at  the  other  bridges  and  stations  already  enu- 
merated. 

The  small  bridges  and  culverts  were  guarded  by  detachments,  and 
the  road  picketed  and  patrolled.  That  part  between  Manassas  Junc- 
tion and  Bull  Run  bridge  should  be  strongly  picketed.  Pickets 
should  be  established  by  the  brigades  and  posts. 

Some  artillery  was  distributed  to  the  troops  at  Bristoe  and  War- 
renton Junction;  the  remainder  was  at  Rappahannock  Station,  with 
some  pieces  at  Beverly. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  2,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
to  Paoli  Mills,  on  Mountain  Run,  and  occupy  the  position  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Fifth  Corps.    You  will  send  a  brigade  to  Kelly's 
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Ford,  which  will  take  post  on  the  north  bank.  The  division  of  your 
corps  now  guarding  the  railroad  will  be  relieved  by  the  Fifth  Corps, 
when  it  will  report  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  2,  1863—11.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kenly, 

Comtnanding  Division  Guarding  Railroad : 
I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  jrou  will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  if  practicable,  from  guarding 
the  railroad  by  the  Fifth  Corps. 

You  will  turn  over  to  the  commander  of  that  corps,  Major-General 
Sykes,  the  detachment  of  cavalry  serving  with  you  on  that  duty. 

Upon  being  relieved  you  will  march  your  division  to  Paoli  Mills 
and  rejoin  your  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  72.  J  Cumberland,  Md.,  December  2,  1863. 

He  Hf  *  *  *  Hf  * 

V.  It  appearing  that  there  are  200  persons  residing  or  remaining 
at  and  in  the  vicinities  of  Charleston,  Fayetteville,  and  other  points 
in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  and  belonging  to  the  families  of  soldiers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  of  refugees  from  sections  occupied 
by  rebels  in  arms,  and  in  some  cases  of  citizens  arrested  and  placed 
in  confinement  as  dangerous  to  the  Government,  who  are  in  a  suffer- 
ing and  destitute  condition,  and  that  issues  of  subsistence  stores  to 
such  persons  are  absolutely  necessary,  it  is  directed,  in  pursuance  of 
authority  given  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of 
April  22, 1863,  that  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Third 
Division  of  this  department  make  such  issues  as  may  be  necessary 
to  supply  to  these  destitute  persons  the  needed  and  proper  relief,  the 
issues  to  be  made  under  the  direction  .of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon, 
commanding  Third  Division,  who  will  decide  as  to  the  amount  of 
issue,  and  also  as  to  the  number  of  the  persons  to  be  benefited  by 
this  order,  should  it  hereafter  vary  from  that  herein  indicated. 

3)e  9lc  «  ^  ♦  4c  :1c 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley : 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City, 

December  2,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Butler, 

Fort  Monroe: 
Meade  is  on  the  back  track  again  without  a  fight. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

December  3,  [1863]— 9  a.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Colonel  :  Nothing  remains  at  Richardsville  but  troops  of  my 
division.  Ambulances  and  wagons  carrying  my  wounded  are  just 
starting  to  Brandy  Station.  I  sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Devin  to 
report  at  Culpeper.  Yesterday,  however.  Captain  Hynes,  aide-de- 
camp, informed  me  that  it  was  his  impression  that  Devin's  brigade 
had  already  been  ordered  away.  This  morning  I  sent  a  force  to 
examine  about  Morrisville  and  United  States  Ford.  The  lower  fords 
of  the  Rappahannock  cannot  be  picketed  or  watched  to  any  purpose, 
from  this  position,  with  my  force.  Some  stragglers  must  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  Culpeper  Ford  road ;  not  many, 
I  think.  Some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  seen  opposite  EUis'  Ford 
yesterday.  I  suppose  these  were  guerrilla  scouts.  The  enemy's  cav- 
alry were  rather  late  in  following.  Those  that  came  to  Ely's  Ford 
looked  rather  fagged.  I  sent  away  the  brigade  of  infantry  this 
morning. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

December  3,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  One  of  the  brigades  which  was  with  Gregg,  and  which 
joined  at  Culpeper  Ford,  I  ordered  to  remain,  according  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  major-general  commanding,  until  all  the  trains  had 
crossed  Mountain  Run.  The  other  brigade  not  reporting  before  I 
marched,  two  regiments  were  directed  to  re-enforce  the  brigade  at 
Richardsville  and  remain  with  it.  The  most  of  the  trains  not  across 
Mountain  Run  were  parked  at  Madden's. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
December  3,  1863—11.05  p.  m.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.,  4th.) 
Major-General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  3, 1863—6  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton: 

Numerous  camp  smokes  of  the  enemy  appear  opposite  Raccoon  and  Morton's 
Fords  and  half  way  between  the  latter  and  Oermanna.  There  was  firing  opposite 
Morton's  Ford  about  3  p.  m.,  which  lasted  for  half  an  hour.  Could  not  commu- 
nicate with  you  at  6  p.  m.,  so  I  sent  the  above  by  orderly.    Did  you  get  it? 

PAINE, 
Signal  Officer. 
Very  respectfiilly,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON,     • 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  3,  1863  —6  p.  m. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  corps 
in  readiness  for  immediate  movement.    The  enemy  are  reported  by 
General  Custer  to  be  crossing  the  river  at  Raccoon  Ford  and  Mor- 
ton's Ford — cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(To  commanding  officers  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps,  Cavalry  Corps,  and  chief  of  artillery.) 


December  3,  1863—6.40  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  immediate  movement.  The  enemy  are  re- 
ported by  General  Custer  to  be  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  and 
Morton's  Fords  in  heavy  force — cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry.  If 
you  have  not  yet  relieved  the  division  of  the  First  Corps  guarding 
the  railroad,  the  commanding  general  directs  that  you  delay  ^oing 
so  until  further  orders. 

Please  acknowledge,  and  say  whether  you  have  relieved  General 
Kenly's  division. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


December  3,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps  : 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  the 
order  of  this  evening,  requiring  you  to  hold  your  command  in  readi- 
ness for  an  immediate  movement,  may  be  regarded  as  recalled,  the 
troops  of  the  enemy  that  crossed  to  this  side  of  the  Rapidan  having 
been  driven  back. 

'    S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  3,  1863—10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  I  have  four  brigades  here.  One  I  have  stationed  at 
Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river ;  two  brigades  I  will 
keep  in  the  neighborhood  of  Paoli  Mills,  the  other  I  will  put  on  the 
river  road  leading  from  Rappahannock  Station  to  Kelly's  Ford,  on 
this  side  of  the  river.  You  will  perceive  I  have  not  enough  troops 
to  make  a  line  of  battle  from  Paoli  Mills  to  the  river.     May  I  sug- 
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gest  to  you  one  thing  ?  If  Sykes  continues  to  relieve  my  Third 
Division,  you  will  probably  loose  the  services  in  this  crisis  of  two 
divisions  instead  of  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — I  have  just  sent  to  General  Kenly,  and  ordered  him  to 
send  me  at  once  all  the  troops  of  his  that  General  Sykes  has  relieved. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  3,  1863. 

Corps  commanders  will  have  the  roads  leading  from  their  corps  to 
the  depots  at  Brandy  Station  and  those  connecting  with  the  adjoining 
corps  put  in  good  order  immediately.  The  route  along  the  railroad 
will  be  put  in  order  by  the  engineer  troops,  and  the  commanders  of 
the  Sixth  and  Third  Corps  will  furnish  such  details  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose  upon  the  requisition  of  the  engineer  officers 
charged  with  the  works. 

The  commanding  general  calls  the  attention  of  corps  commanders 
to  the  fact  that  serious  delays  have  occurred  in  the  repair  of  roads, 
owing  to  the  delay  of  working  i)arties  in  repairing  to  tlie  designated 
places  of  work,  and  to  their  being  imperfectly  supplied  with  tools, 
and  to  those  they  had  being  in  bad  order.  Proper  measures  will  be 
taken  by  corps  commanders  to  insure  keeping  the  intrenching  tools 
in  good  serviceable  condition,  and  to  insure  a  proper  supply  of  them 
to  working  parties. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
December  4,  1863 — 5  p.  m.     (Eeceived  5.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  should  like  to  visit  Washington  to-morrow,  if  you  have  no  objec- 
tions. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
December  4,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

You  have  my  permission  to  visit  Washington  whenever  you  deem 
proper,  reporting  to  the  Adjutant-General  at  the  War  Department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

December  4,  1863—10.15  a.  m. 

Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps: 

Colonel:  One  brigade  of  the  division  is  now  posted  at  Slieppard's 
Grove  Post-Office,  picketing  Germanna  and  Jacobs'  Fords,  and  con- 
necting with  the  pickets  of  the  Third  Division  on  the  right.  The 
other  brigade  is  at  Richardsville  picketing  the  lower  fords  and  the 
Rappahannock.  Nothing  demonstrative  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
Bushwhackers  have  begun  operations  in  the  rear.  I  have  ordered  a 
force  to  be  crossed  at  Richards'  Ford  to  go  to  United  States  Ford. 
The  force  sent  yesterday  went  by  Morrisville  to  Hartwood;  hence  my 
report  of  the  distance  of  22  miles.  The  distance  to  Hartwood  from 
Richardsville  is  12  miles  by  way  of  Richards'  Ford.  The  road  be- 
tween this  point  (Sheppard's  Grove  Post-Office)  and  Richardsville  is 
very  bad.  If  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt  anything,  it  will  be  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock.  I  will  send  the  report  of  opera- 
tions as  soon  as  I  shall  have  gotten  reports  frpm  brigade  commanders. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  4,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  occupy  the  heights 
at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Stevensburg  with  your  corps. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

December  i,  ]863. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Do  you  wish  my  corps  to  move  at  once  or  in  the  morning  ?    It  is 
now  half  past  3. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


[December  4,  1863.] 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

In  the  morning  will  answer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  4,  1863. 

General  Humphreys  : 

The  following  report  has  just  been  received,  and  is  respectfully 
forwarded ; 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  4,  1863-^.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton: 

To-day  I  see  camps  in  woods  back  of  Morton's  house  ejrtending  nearly  a  mile  to 
our  right  and  a  hau  mile  to  our  left  of  that  point.  The  force  at  Raccoon  Ford  is 
not  as  large  as  appeared  yesterday.  I  see  cavalry  camps  between  Raccoon  and 
Morton's  Fords.  There  is  cavalry  in  the  old  camp  at  Somerville  Ford.  The  old 
camps  at  Rapidan  Station  and  along  the  railroad  are  again  occupied.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  can  again  be  seen  at  the  mouth  of  Robertson's  and  along  the  Locust  Dale 
road.  See  no  force  of  enemy  on  this  side  of  Rapidan  between  Rapidan  Station 
and  Morton's  Ford.  Saw  this  p.  m.  a  small  body  of  enemy's  cavahy,  near  Cedar 
Mountain. 

CASTLE, 
Captain,  and  Signal,  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

December  i,  18G3 — p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  demonstration  made  by  the  enemy  yesterday  evening  on  the 
right  of  my  line  was  merely  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  my  pickets. 
They  were  driven  back  across  the  river  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  with- 
out loss  on  either  side.  I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  my  line  soon. 
Everything  is  quiet  along  my  front  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Colored  Troops, 
District  op  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  December  i,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Getty, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

By  direction  of  Major-General  Butler,  all  colored  men,  women,  and 
children  coming  into  our  lines  from  the  enemy's  country  are  to  be 
welcomed  by  our  forces  wherever  met,  and  are  to  be  assisted  on  their 
way  as  much  as  possible.  There  will  be  many  such  coming  in  soon 
in  consequence  oi  our  present  expedition.  If  they  are  obstructed  in 
any  way,  it  will  be  very  certainly  followed  by  severe  punishment  to 
the  offenders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  A.  WILD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  6, 1863. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  department  headquarters,  with  a  copy 
of  my  reply. 

The  tone  of  this  communication  is  manifestly  improper,  and  I 
desire  that  General  Wild  may  be  so  notified. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[IncIoBure.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  6,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Wild, 

Oomdg.  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Norfolk,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  4th  instant  has  just  been  handed 
to  me. 

All  colored  persons  coming  into  the  lines  occupied  by  the  troops 
under  my  command  from  the  enemy's  country  have  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  been  received  and  assisted  in  their  way  as 
much  as  possible.  If  you  possess  any  knowledge  to  the  contrary, 
be  pleased  to  inform  me.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
expedition  referred  to  in  your  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commxtnding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

December  5,  1863 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Corps   commanders  Avill  hold  their   commands  in  readiness  for 
immediate  movement  and  have  the  trains  ready  to  move  to  the  rear. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  commanding  officers  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps.) 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  5,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  the  army  directs  that 
you  move  up  one  of  your  brigades  here,  so  that  it  can  be  thrown  out 
to-the  right  of  the  army,  if  necessary,  leaving  one  brigade  to  picket 
the  lower  fords  of  the  Rapidan,  having  its  headquarters  wherever 
you  think  best  to  picket  these  fords.  I  think  the  brigade  you  move 
up  had  better  come  to  near  Brandy  Station,  and  then  receive  orders, 
if  it  is  necessary,  for  it  to  go  over  to  the  right.  General  Merritt 
reported  that  some  of  the  enemy  crossed  at  Somerville  Ford  this 
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morning,  and  that  wagons  were  heard  to  move  on  the  Criglersville 
road  last  night  from  left  to  right. 

Have  your  right  connect  with  General  Custer's  left  at  Mitchell's 
Ford.     Custer's  officer  reports  that  your  officer  will  not  come  up  as 
far  as  Mitchell's  Ford. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


CULPBPER,   Va., 

December  5,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith: 

The  right  of  my  line  of  pickets  rests  to  the  right  of  the  Rixey  ville 
and  Culpeper  road,  on  Muddy  Run,  this  side  of  Mrs.  Major's  house. 
The  parties  sent  out  for  information  in  regard  to  enemy's  movements 
have  not  yet  reported.  I  will  send  information  as  soon  as  received. 
The  enemy  crossed  at  Somerville  Ford  to  destroy  house  and  hay 
stack  used  by  our  pickets  for  defense.  He  has  returned  to  south 
side  of  the  river. 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 


Culpeper. 

December  5,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Captain  Sweitzer,  commanding  the  picket  on  Gaines'  Mill  road, 
does  not  know  what  the  wagons  heard  were.  He  did  not  hear  them 
himself;  but  they  were  reported  by  his  advanced  vedettes  this  morn- 
ing. I  had  sent  out  a  party  on  the  roads  toward  James  City  and 
Madison  Court-House  before  your  order  reached  me.  It  has  orders 
to  find  if  there  is  any  movement  of  the  enemy. 

A  staff  officer  visited  Pony  Mountain,  and  reports  large  camps  near 
Dr.  Morton's  house,  and  everything  else  as  far  as  visible  about  as  it 
was  before  the  movement.  The  enemy's  camps  and  position  as  they 
were.  My  picket  line  connects  with  General  Custer  at  Somerville 
Ford,  thence  runs  to  the  right  along  Cedar  Run  a  mile  and  a  half 
beyond  Gaines'  Mill,  southeast  of  Stone-House  Mountain,  with  right 
resting  on  Rixeyville  road,  near  Muddy  Run,  with  Culpeper  as  a 
center.  It  is  a  curved  line,  with  radius  from  4  to  5  miles  long.  If 
I  throw  my  line  farther  to  the  front,  the  extent  of  country  is  greater 
than  I  can  cover. 

I  send  parties  out  dailv  to  reconnoiter  well  to  the  front  on  the  prin- 
cipal roads.  Captain  Clark,  just  in  from  a  scout,  reports  the  enemy 
picketing  this  side  the  Rapidan,  between  Morton  s  and  Raccoon 
Fords;  also  they  are  said  to  be  building  a  bridge  between  these  two 
fords. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

December  5,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel,;  Captain  Sweitzer,  commanding  First  Cavalry,  on  picket 
last  night,  made  the  report  about  wagons,  &c.,  that  I  sent  you  this 
morning.  As  he  did  not  hear  the  noise  himself,  I  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  the  report.  The  reconnaissance  I  sent  out  toward 
Madison  Court-House  as  soon  as  I  got  this  report  went  on  very 
slowly,  and  the  reports  sent  in  are  not  satisfactory.  The  squadron 
went  as  far  as  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  James  City,  but  saw  noth- 
ing save  some  few  scouts  on  the  road.  I  have  ordered  out  a  strong 
force  in  that  direction  which  will  send  reports  early  to-morrow. 

I  cannot,  with  my  present  force,  picket  Robertson's  River. ,  My 
line  as  now  posted  is  20  miles  long.  The  object  desired  could  be 
effected  by  doing  as  I  did  when  here  before — send  scouting  parties 
well  to  the  right  front  on  the  principal  roads.  A  brigade  of  cavalry 
could  not  insure  the  safety  of  a  station  at  Thoroughfare  Mountain. 
It  is  isolated  and  the  enemy  could  surround  it. 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Signal  Dept., 

December  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  The  following  report  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  5,  1863—4.50  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton  : 

It  has  been  too  foggy  all  day  to  see  along  the  Rapidan.  A  staff  ofScer  of  General 
Merritt's  reports  the  enemy  moving  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  toward  Crig- 
leiBviUe. 

CASTLE, 
Captain,  and  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  5,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  have  been  skirmishing  all  the  day  with  my  pickets 
near  Raccoon  and  Somerville  Fords.  The  skirmishing  was  very 
slight  until  this  evening,  when  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  rebels 
to  drive  my  reserves  back ;  it  failed,  however,  the  enemy  being 
driven  back  by  my  men  in  splendid  style.  I  had  6  men  wounded. 
The  line  is  all  quiet  at  this  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  A.  CUSTER, 

Bri'jadier-General, 
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Hdqes.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  Signal  Deft., 

December  5,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 

Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  the  signal  officer  on  Pony 
Mountain  states  that  Lieutenant  Myers,  of  General  Merritt's  staff, 
■was  the  officer  who  reported  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
toward  Criglersville,  and  that  he  informed  Captain  Castle  of  it  at 
13  m.,  but  did  not  say  when  the  move  occurred. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  5,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  keep  myself  thoroughly  informed  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
on  my  immediate  front.  I  am  positively  certain  that  the  enemy  have 
not  attempted  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  river  at  any  point  of  my 
line.  How  General  Merritt  should  receive  such  a  report  is  more  than 
I  can  imagine.  The  enemy  did  cross  a  regiment  of  infantry  to-day 
to  annoy  my  pickets,  but  were  driven  back. 

Two  deserters  have  just  come  in,  belonging  to  a  North  Carolina 
regiment  of  Ewell's  corps,  Rodes'  division.  They  report  that  Ewell's 
corps  occupy  the  same  ground  and  position  they  did  before  the  late 
movement  of  this  army.  Hill's  corps  is  near  Orange  Court-House. 
The  rebels  are  not  supplied  with  advance  rations  on  hand,  but  draw 
each  day.  They  anticipate  no  movement. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

December  5,  1863. 
General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  troops  are  in  Stevensburg.  I  remain  in  my  old  camp  near 
telegraph  office,  writing  my  report.  I  shall  join  my  command  when 
necessary.     1  send  you  the  following  dispatch,  just  received: 

December  5—12  m. 
G.  K.  Wabeen, 

Major-General : 
General:  The  cavalry  are  all  in  Stevensburg,  occupying  every  piece  of  woods 
and  available  piece  of  ground.  Consequently  the  divisions  have  been  placed  in 
position  in  the  best  places  to  be  found,  for  the  day  only,  until  it  is  known  whether 
the  cavalry  is  to  remain  here.  Certainly  it  or  our  corps  should  move.  Webb  is 
just  in"  the  angle  between  the  Raccoon  and  Germanna  Ford  roads,  say,  half  a  mile 
out  of  town.  Hays  is  toward  Brandy  Station,  from  Stevensburg,  and  about  1  mile 
from  Webb.  Caldwell  is  about  half  a  mile  between  Webb  and  Hays,  and  not  far 
from  the  forks  of  the  Raccoon  and  Germanna  Ford  roads, 
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A  report  came  here  just  now  that  the  enemy  are  crossing  at  Somerville  Ford — 
cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery.     A  messenger  saw  about  100. 

Custer's  pickets  have  been  driven  back  to  their  reserves.     I  have  heard  a  little 
random  picket  firing.     I  have  thought  prudent  to  order  the  supply  and  ordnance 
trains  to  the  other  side  of  Mountain  Run. 
Headquarters  is  near  General  Da  vies'  headquarters. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


Headquakteks  Second  Army  Corps, 

December  5,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
General  :  In  obedience  to  circular  of  the  3d  instant,  directing  the 
repair  of  roads,  I  employed  1,500  men  on  the  road  leading  from 
Brandy  Station  to  Stony  Ford  all  of  yesterday.  To-day  I  relieved 
them  to  move  camp,  and  the  road  is  one  we  should  no  longer  use  in 
drawing  supplies.  It  will  still  need  a  great  deal  of  work  to  make  it 
passable  in  all  weather. 

I  have  carefully  inspected  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  built  by 
General  Webb,  just  below  Ross'  Mm,  and  find  them  very  good  for 
any  train  taking  the  road  leading  to  that  point,  and  not  likely  to  be 
out  of  order,  in  the  worst  of  weather.  There  is  no  evidence  yet  of 
the  approach  having  ever  caused  any  difi&culty. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  66.  (  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  5,  1863. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  accept  the  place  in  Congress  to  which 
I  have  been  dected,  I  tendered  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  resignation  of  my  commission  as  a  major-general  of  volunteers. 
My  resignation  has  been  accepted,  to  take  effect  this  day.  To-day, 
therefore,  I  retire  from  the  military  service  of  my  country,  and  thus 
relinquish  the  command  of  the  Middle  Department  and  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  which,  by  authority  of  the  President,  I  turn  over  to 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  tf.  S.  Volunteers,  the  senior  officer 
next  in  rank  within  the  department. 

In  thus  passing  from  military  to  civil  life,  I  cannot  but  deeply  feel 
the  sundering  of  associations  and  relations,  which  have  been  so  agree- 
able, with  the  gallant  armies,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  Union, 
witli  whom  I  have  been  connected  ever  since  the  beginning  of  this 
civil  war.  It  has  been  my  expectation  and  desire  to  continue  tQ 
devote  whatever  powers  and  energy  I  have  to  the  sacred  cause  of 
sustaining  our  National  Government  in  a  more  active  field  of  diity  ; 
and  I  only  bring  myself  to  consent  to  the  change  in  the  hope  that  I 
may,  by  earnest  endeavor,  make  myself  useful  in  the  new  position 
to  which  I  am  called  by  the  voice  of  fellow-citizens  of  my  native 
State,  whose  wishes  I  am  not  willing  to  disregard. 

I  especially  regret  to  part  with  the  companions  of  ray  present  com- 
mand ;  to  all  the  officers  and  men  of  which,  as  well  as  to  the  mem- 
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bers  of  my  staff,  who  have  raorc  immediately  worked  and  sympa- 
thized with  me,  I  desire  to  express  my  obligation  for  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  which  they  have  so  generally  evinced  in  the  discharge  of 
their  part  of  our  joint  duty  to  the  Government  we  serve.  That  duty 
and  its  attendant  labors  have  not  been  light  or  inconsiderable.  It 
is  now  a  year  since  I  had  the  honor  to  be  assigned  to  this  place,  and 
during  that  space  of  time  the  limits  of  the  Middle  Department  have 
been,  by  successive  changes,  variously  expanded  and  contracted;  at 
one  time  extending  over  and  embracing  the  country  between  the 
west  shore  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the  border  of  Kentucky,  and 
including  within  those  bounds  more  than  50,000  troops,  then  consti- 
tuting the  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

But  it  is  within  the  reduced  territory  comprising  Maryland,  Del- 
aware, and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  that  the  most  important 
responsibility  has  been  incurred.  To  the  loyal  people  there,  of  all 
classes,  I  return  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  cordial  support  which 
they  have  constantly  afforded'me  by  their  approbation  and  co-opera- 
tion. If  I  have  succeeded  at  all,  it  has  been,  I  am  sure,  only  owing 
to  the  simple  fact  that  I  have  been  unwilling  to  compromise  with 
treason  in  any  form  or  expression  it  might  assume.  And  if,  as  I  am 
but  too  conscious  may  be  the  case,  I  have  made  mistakes,  I  have  a 

food  degree  of  confidence  that  in  this  community  I  will  at  least 
ave  credit  for  honest j^  of  purpose  in  my  efforts,  at  all  times,  to  sus- 
tain the  just  authority  of  a  great  and  blessed  Government,  whose 
existence  has  been  imperiled  by  devilish  and  causeless  conspiracy 
and  insurrection. 

For  the  effectual  putting  down  of  a  rebellion,  moved  and  sup- 
ported by  such  influences,  I  believe  all  good  and  patriotic  men,  in 
every  capacity,  will  strive  and  })ray  together  until  our  common 
efforts  are  crowned  with  full  success. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  67.  j  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  5,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  518,  Paragraph  23,  dated 
War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  OiEce,  November  21,  1863,  I 
hereby  assume  command  of  the  Middle  Department  and  Eighth 
Army  Corps. 

It  is  with  a  full  appreciation  of  the  delicacy  and  responsibility  of 
the  position  that  I  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  incident 
thereto,  and  it  is  with  diffidence  that  I  attempt  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  an  office  which  have  been  discharged  with  so  much  ability, 
sagacity,  and  justice  by  the  accomplished  and  respected  commander 
who  has  just  retired  to  enter  upon  another  sphere  of  public  duty. 

I  would  announce  to  the  citizens  resident  in  this  military  depart- 
ment that  my  views  as  to  the  government  thereof  are  in  consonance 
with  those  of  its  late  chief,  and  that  while  I  earnestly  trust  there 
will  be  no  occasion  requiring  harsh  measures,  I  am,  at  the  same  time, 
determined  that  any  and  all  disloyal  manifestations,  declarations,  or 
proceedings  shall  surely  be  overtaken  by  that  retributive  justice 
thev  so  properly  merit, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier- General,  Comdg. 
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Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Signai^  Dept., 

December  6,  1863. 
General  Humphreys: 

The  following  report  has  just  been  received,  and  is  respectfully- 
forwarded  : 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  6,  1863—9  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON : 

Had  a  fine  view  of  the  river  at  sunrise  this  morning.  Do  not  see  a  large  force  of 
the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  any  of  the  fords.  Camp  smokes  have  increased 
back  of  Raccoon  Ford.  See  no  movements  of  the  enemy  on  any  of  tlie  roads  lead- 
ing to  tlie  Blue  Ridge.  No  camp  smokes  at  or  near  Madison  Court-House.  The 
enemy  appear  to  occupy  their  old  positions,  with  a  little  heavier  force  opposite  the 
fords  than  heretofore. 

CASTLE, 
Captain,  and  Signal  Officer. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Signal  Dept., 

December  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  The  following  report  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded: 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  6,  1863—3.20  p.  m. 
Captain  Norton  : 

The  enemy's  force  seems  to  gradually  increase  between  Morton's  and  Stringf ellow's 
Fords.  Can  see  large  camps  there  now.  All  the  fords  up  to  Garnett's  are  well 
guarded.  See  quite  large  camps  along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  from 
Kapidan  Station  south.  Have  seen  no  demonstration  on  this  side  of  the  river  to- 
day. 

CASTLE, 
Captain,  and  Signal  Officer. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

December  6,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  reconnaissance  toward  Madison  Court-House  had  got  to 
Thoroughfare  Mountain  at  1 1 .  15  a.  ra.  The  officer  reports  he  can  see 
the  entire  country  beyond  Madison  Court-House  to  below  Clark's 
Mountain;  a  signal  man  with  a  glass  is  along.  No  considerable 
force  of  the  enemy  is  tliis  side  Robertson's  River,  above.  Camp 
fires  indicate  the  enemy's  position  between  Rapidan  Station  and 
Orange  Court-House,  as  well  as  along  the  river  t)elow.  No  move- 
ment on  our  right  or  in  contemplation  that  can  be  heard  of.  The 
reconnaissance  will  be  pu.shed  forward. 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Genekal  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  IStii  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  47.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  6,  1863. 

Capt.  John  Cassels,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  is  announced 
as  aide-de  camp  to  the  major-general  commanding,  and  provost-mar- 
shal at  department  headquarters. 

He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Butler  : 

•      R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cumberland, 

December  7,  18G3. 
Col.  Augustus  Moor  : 

You  will  receive  orders  from  General  Averell  this  a.  m.  You 
will  move  at  once  with  all  your  available  force,  leaving  a  force  to 
guard  your  supplies  at  Beverly,  on  the  Lewisburg  road  as  far  as 
Droop  Mountain,  and  threaten  the  enemy.  Reach  there  on  Friday 
if  possible. 

General  Scammon  will  attack  him  at  Lewisburg  on  Saturday. 
When  you  learn  the  result  of  Scammon's  movement,  you  will  fall 
back  to  Beverly,  bringing  with  you  all  the  wounded  able  to  travel, 
taking  with  you  two  days'  rations  of  hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
salt. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

New  Creek, 

[Deeeinber']  7,  1863. 
Col.  Augustus  Moor  : 

Beverly,  Va.  : 

March  with  your  command  to-morrow  morning.  Arrive  at  Mar- 
ling's  Bottom  on  Friday,  the  11th  instant.  On  the  12th  and  13th,  you 
will  move  toward  Frankfort,  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  Gen- 
eral Scammon,  who  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Lewisburg  on  the  12th. 
Remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Droop  Mountain,  acting  upon  any  infor- 
mation you  may  receive  and  availing  yourself  of  any  opportunity 
to  strike  the  enemy,  until  the  18th;  then  return  to  Beverly,  bringing 
with  you  the  wounded  of  this  command  and  of  the  en«my  which 
were  left  after  the  battle  at  Droop  Mountain. 

By  order  of  General  Averell : 

WILL.  RUMSEY, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Cumberland, 
December  7,  1863—9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Scammon, 

Charleston: 
You  will  move  at  once  with  your  cavalry,  one  battery,  and  two  or 
three  regiments  of  infantry,  on  Lewisburg.  Time  your  march  so  as  to 
arrive  at  Lewisburg  on  Saturday,  the  12th,  when  you  will  attack  the 
enemy  vigorously,  and  capture  or  drive  him  out.  You  will  hold  the 
place  till  the  17th  or  18th,  threatening  the*  enemy  constantly  with 
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your  cavalry  toward  Union.  The  object  of  tliis  is  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  enemy  while  General  Averell  is  completing  his  expe- 
dition against  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Eailroad  at  Salem  and 
other  points.  Troops  will  move  to-day  from  Beverly,  and  threaten 
LewisDurg  from  the  north,  but  will  go  no  farther  than  Droop  Mount- 
ain. Take  with  you  fifteen  days'  rations  of  hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee, 
and  salt,  plenty  of  ammunition,  but  no  extra  or  unnecessary  baggage. 
Having  accomplished  the  object  of  your  expedition,  you  will  re- 
turn to  Charleston,  and  report  by  telegraph. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  543.  [  Washington,  December  7,  1863. 

*  ****** 

2.  The  telegraphic  order,  dated  December  5,  1863,  from  this  office, 
relieving  Brigadier-General  Garrard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  from  duty 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  directing  him  to  report  in  per- 
son without  delay  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  m  this  city, 

is  hereby  confirmed. 

*  ****** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

December  8,  1863. 
Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps  : 
All  quiet  on  the  lines  and  in  front. 

I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  atithorities  to  the 
condition  of  the  citizens  of  Culpeper  and  its  environs.  Almost  all 
of  them  are  suffering  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  some  will  starve 
soon  if  their  condition  is  not  bettered  by  issues  from  the  commissaries. 
Very  few,  if  any,  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
Government ;  some  refuse  from  prejudice,  others  from  fear  of  their 
neighbors,  who,  they  say,  would  persecute  them  for  the  action.  Nor 
would  administering  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  such  people  do  any 
good,  for  they  would  not  probably  consider  themselves  bound  by-  it, 
as  they  reason  that  it  is  forced  upon  them.  I  do  not  allow  these 
people  to  go  out  of  the  town  limits,  as  they  steal  through  the  lines, 
and,  being  rabjjd  female  rebels,  give  the  enemy  information.  Some- 
thing must  be  given  them  to  eat,  though. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERKITT, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  8,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

What  instructions  had  better  be  sent  to  General  Merritt  ? 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hdqes.  Department  op  West  Virginia, 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December  8,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 

Harper's  Ferry : 

You  will  order  your  available  cavalry  force,  with  two  regiments 
of  infantry  and  a  battery,  to  move  up  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah 
on  Thursday,  the  10th  "instant,  with  fifteen  days'  rations  of  hard 
bread,  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  and  cattle  on  the  hoof,  shelter-tents, 
plenty  of  ammunition,  but  no  extra  or  unnecessary  baggage. 

Will  proceed  by  easy  marches  to  Strasburg,  where  the  force  will 
remain  till  the  17th  instant,  when  it  will  move  forward,  if  Imbodeu 
retires,  to  Woodstock,  and  thence  to  Mount  Jackson,  New  Market, 
and  Harrisonburg,  occupying  the  latter  place  on  the  20th  and  21st, 
and  threatening  Staunton  with  cavalry.  On  the  22d,  the  force  will 
take  up  the  line  of  march  and  return  to  camp. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  December  8,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8.45  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Brigadier-General  Averell  left  New  Creek  this  morning  with  three 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  a  battery^  for  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Railroad.  He  will  proceed  via  Petersburg,  Franklin,  Monterey, 
Covington,  and  Fincastle,  and  strike  the  railroad  in  Botetourt  and 
Roanoke  Counties.  Brigadier-General  Scammon  will  also  move  from 
the  Kanawha  to-day,  on  Lewisburg  and  Union,  for  the  purpose  of 
threatening  the  enemy  and  the  railroad  near  New  River,  engaging 
his  attention  and  making  a  diversion  in  Averell's  favor.  Brigadier- 
General  Sullivan  will  move  a  force  up  the  valley  via  Winchester, 
Strasburg,  Woodstock,  &c.,  threatening  Staunton,  and  engage  the 
attention  of  Imboden,  and  prevent  him  from  sending  a  force  against 
Averell. 

Lee  may  possibly  send  a  mounted  force  when  he  learns  of  this 
movement,  from  his  left,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  Averell  off  ;  but 
this,  if  attempted,  I  hope  will  be  frustrated  by  corresponding  move- 
ments of  General  Meade's  cavalry.  If  my  plans  and  orders  are 
promptly  and  faithfully  executed,  I  hope  to  accomplish  important 
results.  It  will  certainly  cut  off  all  communication  by  railroad  and 
telegraph  between  Lee  and  Longstreet. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Warrenton, 

December  9,  1863. 
H.  C.  Weir, 

Captain,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain  :  I  sent  one  squadron  to  Fayetteville  about  11  a.  m.  to- 
day, with  instructions  to  scour  from  Fayetteville  to  and  along  War- 
renton Railroad.  The  officer  has  just  returned,  and  reports  no  enemy 
in, that  locality.     Will  the  150  men  be  sent  ?    All  quiet.     The  two 
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regiments  of  tlie  Second  Brigade  have  just  been  relieved.  Can  the 
officer  in  command  send  one  squadron  to  Foxville  on  his  return  to 
Bealeton  ? 

Respectfully, 

D.  GARDNER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
December  9,  1863 — 3  p.  m.     (Received  3.43  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief : 

I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  informed  whether  it  is  proba- 
ble I  shall  receive  instructions  which  would  render  it  improper  for 
me  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  officers  and  furloughs  to  soldiers  in 
limited  numbers  and  for  brief  periods.  I  am  confident  that  the 
granting  of  such  leaves  and  furloughs  would  have  a  most  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  army,  but  in  ignorance  of  your  views  and  those  of 
the  Government,  I  now  restrict  leaves  and  furloughs  to  cases  of  great 
urgency. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Washington,  D.  C, 
December  10,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

General  Orders,  No.  383,  November  30,  of  War  Department,  gives 
the  authority  which  you  ask. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Signal  Dept., 

December  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  following  report  has  just  been  received  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded: 

Pony  Mountain  Signal  Station, 

December  10,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Noeton  ; 

The  enemy  was  busy  erecting  quarters  all  day.  No  working  parties  seen  in  the 
intrenchments.  The  vicinity  of  Morton's  Ford  appears  better  fortified  than  ever 
before.  Can  see  several  pieces  in  position  there.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy's  pickets 
at  Morton's  and  Stringf  eUow's  Fords  were  relieved  by  one  company  each.  Observed 
picket  fires  to-day  from  Clark's  Ford  to  a  point  5  miles  above  Humes',  on  Robert- 
son's River. 

HALSTED, 
Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P^ 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Deceimber  10,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  General  Custer  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  your  pickets 
on  the  lower  Rapidan.  As  soon  as  they  are  relieved  the  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  move  one  of  your  brigades  to  War- 
renton  and  one  of  them  to  near  Bealeton,  putting  it  in  camp  there, 
and  picketing  the  country  toward  Morrisville. 

The  two  batteries  that  are  with  your  division  will  be  relieved  by- 
two  batteries  from  the  Second  Brigade  Horse  Artillery.  They  will 
reporirto  you  before  you  cross  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieidenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  10,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  The  reports  from  the  reconnoitering  party  sent  to 
Newby's  Cross-Roads  indicate  that  the  force  sent  is  not  quite  strong 
enough.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  250  men 
at  once  to  re-enforce  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Fort  Monroe,  December  10,  18C3. 

(Received  9.45  p.  m.) 

The  Secretary  of  War  : 

Richmond  Examiner  of  8th  instant  says  that  Longstreet  was  ai 
Rutledge,  30  miles  northeast  of  Knoxville,  on  the  Bristol  road,  on 
the  6th.  They  regard  him  in  a  position  critical,  but  ultimately  safe, 
and  admit  that  what  he  has  accomplished  is  nothing. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  50.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  10,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  any  person  now  under  sentence  of  death  is  hereby 
reprieved  until  further  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler  : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Hdqes.  Cavaley  Coeps,  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

December  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. ,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Geneeal  :  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  army  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  the 
strength  of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  to  enable  it  to  perform  the  duties 
assigned  it,  more  especially  in  connectioti  with  the  extensive  picket 
line  it  is  habitually  maintaining. 

The  casualties  of  the  service  are  very  severe  upon  this  arm,  and 
more  recently  it  is  being  weakened  by  whole  regiments  leaving  the 
army  for  purposes  of  re-enlistment  and  re-organization. 

In  view  of  this  latter  fact,  I  woiild  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
considerable  number  of  new  cavalry  regiments  now  in  depot  at 
Washington  might  properly  be  drawn  on,  from  time  to  time,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  those  going  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON", 

Major  ■  General. 


Hdqes.  Cavaley  Coeps,  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

December  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Humpheeys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Geneeal  :  In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  transacting  the 
current  business  of  the  Second  Division,  with  one  brigade  at  Warren- 
ton  and  one  east  of  Bealeton,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  having  a 
sufficient  cavalry  force  on  our  right  flank,  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  entire  Second  Division  take  post  at  Warrenton,  and  that 
the  Third  Division  (Custer's)  be  posted  on  the  left,  between  Bealeton 
and  Morrisville.  The  First  Division  (Merritt's)  has  three  brigades, 
one  of  which  could  be  placed  at  Stevensburg,  to  picket  on  the  left, 
while  the  other  two  would  be  sufficient  for  the  front  and  right, 
with  some  assistance  from  the  infantry,  by  having  the  infantry 
picket  lines  on  the  right  and  left  connect  with  the  cavalry,  at  the 
same  time  posting  a  brigade  of  infantry  in  Culpeper,  to  relieve  the 
cavalry  from  looking  after  that  place. 

Unless  some  plan  of  this  kind  is  adopted,  the' very  severe  service 
which  the  cavalry  is  now  called  upon  to  perform  on  picket  will 
seriously  impair  the  efficiency  of  that  arm  during  the  coming  winter. 
I  may  also  state  that  the  First  Division  is  nearly  as  strong  as  both 
the  Second  and  Third. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-General,  Cavalry. 


Wae  Department, 
Washington,  December  11,  1863 — 1.40  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland,  Md.: 
According  to  the  latest  advices,  Longstreet  was  at  Morristown, 
East  Tennessee,  moving  up  the  valley.     Troops  collected  at  Abing- 
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don  will  probably  join  him.  If  it  is  possible  to  cut  the  railroad  be- 
tween him  and  Lee,  it  would  cut  off  his  suppilies  and  retard  any 
junction  of  their  armies.  I  do  not  think  they  will  make  any  serious 
operations  toward  the  Kanawha  Valley  at  present. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  C  hief. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  December  11,  1863. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  transmit  the  following  telegram  from  Colonel  Comly  for  the 
information  of  the  General-in-Chief  : 

Chahleston,  W.  Va., 

December  10,  1863. 
Captain  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Captain  "Witcher,  Third  [West]  Virginia  Cavalry,  with  50  men,  has  just  returned 
from  a  scout  through  Wayne,  Logan,  and  Boone  Counties,  bringing  as  prisoners  1 
captain,  3  lieutenants,  1  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  14  men,  and  30  pieces  small- 
arms,  having  traveled  150  mUes  in  three  days,  and  returning  without  loss  or  injury 
to  men.  Lost  3  horses  and  equipments.  Captain  Witcher  reports  a  considerable 
force  organizing  in  the  region  of  Abingdon  for  a  raid  in  Kanawha  Valley  or  Barbours- 
ville.  He  heard  of  the  Lewisburg  advance  from  prisoners  captured,  who  informed 
him  that  a  large  force  which  had  been  on  the  way  to  join  Longstreet  was  now  return- 
ing to  re-enforce  Lewisburg.  He  reports  plenty  of  grain  and  large  quantities  of  fat 
cattle  and  hogs  in  Logan ;  says  he  could  march  10,000  men  through.  Their  roads 
good.  The  prisoners  captured  represent  the  following  commands :  Beckley's  bat- 
talion. Fourteenth  [Virginia  Cavalry],  Twenty-second  [Virginia  Cavalry],  Twenty- 
sixth  [Battalion  Virginia  Infantry],  Thirty-fourth  [Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry], 
Thirty-sixth  [Battalian  Virginia  Cavalry],  and  Eighth  Virginia  Cavahy;  Markhead's 
[?]  battalion  Kentucky  cavalry  and  First  Virginia  State  Line.  General  Scammon 
left  Oauley  last  night. 

JAMES  M.  COMLY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

I  have  no  idea  that  the  force  reported  to  be  concentrating  at 
Abingdon  contemplates  an  offensive  movement  into  the  Kanawha 
Valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  12, 18C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  : 

General  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  an  important  ques- 
tion, requiring  immediate  action  on  my  part,  but  which  I  am  unde- 
cided what  measures  to  take  first  without  ascertaining  more  definitely 
your  views  in  regard  to  the  position  and  movements-  of  this  army. 
The  question  I  refer  to  is  the  re-enlisting  of  veteran  volunteers. 
General  Orders,  No.  376,  confers  upon  me  the  authority  to  grant  a 
thirty  days'  furlough  to  all  volunteers  re-enlisting  as  veteran  volun- 
teers under  General  Orders,  No.  191,  whenever  the  demand  for  the 
same  will  best  permit.  It  is  in  deciding  the  demands  of  the  service 
that  I  am  in  doubt. 

I  inclose  a  statement  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  infantry  regi- 
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ments  whose  term  of  service  expire  by  next  fall.  These  amount  to 
over  21,000  officers  and  men  present.  It  is  believed  that  more  than 
half  of  them,  or  over  10,000,  will  re-enlist  provided  they  can  have  at 
once  a  furlough  of  thirty  days  to  spend  at  their  homes.  It  is  calcu- 
lated that  over  5,000  of  the  cavalry  will  also  re-enlist  on  the  same 
terms. 

Much,  however,  depends  on  the  furloughs  being  granted  immedi- 
ately, as  it  is  feared  if  any  system  of  volition  is  adopted,  only  those 
who  at  once  benefit  by  the  act  will  re-enlist.  I  would  therefore 
like,  if  practicable,  to  let  the  whole  go,  to  be  absent  say  the  month 
of  January  and  part  of  February.  The  expediency  of  permitting  so 
large  a  part  this  army  [to  depart],  15,000  men,  equal  to  the  largest 
corps  now  in  it,  is  a  question  I  do  not  like  to  decide  in  ignorance  of 
your  views  as  to  future  contingencies.  If  nothing  more  is  to  be  done, 
and  I  have  already  reported  that  in  my  judgment  nothing  more  can 
be  done  this  season,  the  force  can  be  spared  provided  the  enemy  re- 
main quiescent.  The  present  position  of  the  army,  however,  invites 
an  advance  from  the  enemy  in  case  he  deems  one  justifiable. 

His  position  is  very  different  from  mine.  To  move  against  him  I 
have  to  make  a  detour  of  over  50  miles,  abandoning  my  communica- 
tions and  carrying  my  large  wagon  trains  over  impassable  roads. 
If  ho  advances,  however,  he  has  only  8  or  10  miles,  with  his  communi- 
cations intact  in  his  rear,  and  hence  by  picking  out  a  favorable  mo- 
ment, when  the  ground  is  frozen,  he  could  get  his  artillery,  all  ho 
would  care  to  bring,  and  could  make  the  advance  with  comparative 
safety.  In  this  view,  I  should  not  like  to  weaken  myself  to  the  ex- 
tent proposed  above  ;  but  would  rather  propose  taking  up  the  line 
of  the  Warrenton  Railroad,  holding  in  force  the  covering  of  the 
Rappahannock  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

Another  advantage  in  occupying  this  line  would  be  that  the  troops 
could  be  supplied  from  depots  on  the  railroad,  and  much  of  the 
difficulty  of  hauling  supplies  and  the  labor  of  making  roads  now 
encumbered  be  avoided.  If  the  army  can  take  up  this  line,  I  Would 
send  away  all  willing  to  re-enlist ;  but  should  it  be  deemed  essential 
to  maintain  the  present  position  south  of  the  Rappahannock,  I 
would  only  permit  portions,  say  one-third,  or  5,000,  to  be  absent  at  a 
time. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  have  your  views  upon  these  points  at  your 
convenience. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  GenerdL 

[Indorsements.] 

Case  of  First  [West]  Virginia  Cavalry  referred  to  Colonel  Fry 
for  orders  and  report. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

December  5,  1863. 
Report :  The  plans  for  securing  the  re-enlistment  of  veterans  in 
the  field  (General  Orders,  No.  376)  requires  that  they  shall  have  thirty 
days'  leave.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  men  will  not  re-enlist  for  three 
years  longer  without  going  home.  The  sooner  some  of  them  are 
permitted  to  go,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  recruiting  service.    I 
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do  not  know  how  necessary  this  regiment  is  to  military  operations 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  if  it  can  possibly  be  spared  I  should 
like  to  see  the  system  of  furlough  commenced  with  it  at  once.  It 
will  show  the  veterans  that  the  Government  is  in  earnest  about  the 

^^^  °^^  ■  JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Provost- Marshal- Oeneral. 

The  provost-marshal-general  is  directed  to  communicate  with  the 
General-in-Chief  and  other  army  commanders  on  the  above-men- 
tioned subject. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

[Inclosure.] 

Statement  of  regiments  whose   term  of  service  expires  previous  to  September 

1,  1864. 

MAINE. 


Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

H 

li 

Number. 

1 

< 

a 

a 
1 

Expiration  of  term  of  Eervice. 

Third 

18 

n 

28 
30 

9 
4 
5 
6 

317 
375 

:m 

414 

191 
151 
100 
190 

535 
.540 
498 
640 
428 

June  4, 1864 

June  1.5, 1864. 

Fifth    

June  23,  1861 

Sixth 

June  15  1864 

August  21, 1864. 

Total        

93 

84 

1,411 

695 

2,641 

VERMONT. 


9.30 
709 

June  20  1664 

Third 

July  16, 1864. 

Total 

1,639 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


First  

Seventh  

Tenth 

Eleventh  . . . 

Ninth 

Fifteenth . . . 
Sixteenth . . . 
Eighteenth  . 
Nineteenth  . 
Twentieth  . . 
Twelfth  . . . . 
Thirteenth  . 

Total. 


160 


5.33 
285 


375 
233 
349 
261 
186 


2,815 


218 
206 


208  I 
310 


281 
222 
296 
377 
276 


613 
583 
613 
649 
769 
619 
620 
683 
474 
566 
04.53 
463 


2,394  I    7,104 


May  35, 
June  15, 
June  31, 
June  13, 
June  11, 
July  12, 
July  12, 
August 
August 
July  10, 
June  26, 
July  16, 


1864. 

1864. 

1864. 

1864. 

1864. 

1864. 

18C4. 

24,  1864. 

28,1864. 

1864. 

1864. 
1864. 


o  154  conscripts. 
RHODE  ISLAND. 


Second 29 

5 

518 

189 

741 

June  6, 1804. 

Total 1      29 

5 

518  1       189 

741 
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Statement  of  regiments  whose  term  of  service  expires,  <&c. — Continued. 

NEW  YOEK. 


Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Number. 

1 

4i 

1 

Expiration  of  term  of  service. 

Fortieth 

20 
6 
14 
17 
16 
17 

14 
3 
9 
7 

10 
9 

554 
187 
317 
298 
802 
385 

406 
149 
233 
116 
103 
119 

994 
345 
573 
438 
430 
530 
487 
433 
572 
595 
412 
459 
247 
521 

Tiinp  14   1864 

Thirty-ninth 

May  1, 1864. 
Jimp  22   1864 

Forty -second   

Sixty-second 

June  30, 1864. 
August  24,  1864. 
June  24  1864 

Seventieth 

June  29,  1864. 

Seventy -first 

July  18,  1864. 

June  21  October  31, 1864. 

Seventy-second 

Rnvanty-thirrt 

August  19,  1864. 

Seventy-fourth 

September  1, 1864. 
May  21,  1864. 

Eighty-second 

Eighty-third 

18 
S2 
2« 

14 
6 
5 

155 

98 

242 

278 
121 
248 

Fourteenth  a 

April  18,  1864. 

Total 

149 

77 

2,638 

1,773 

7,036 

a  State  mjUtia. 
NEW  JEKSEY. 


First  

24 
28 
23 
24 

7 
6 
5 
6 

362 
402 
348 
389 

130 
139 
110 
84 

523 
575 
486 
503 
444 
389 

June  4  1864 

Second  

May  80,  1861. 

Third 

August  1?:  1864. 
August  29,  1864. 
August  29, 1864. 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Total 

99 

24 

1,601 

463 

2,920 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Firsta 

First6 

Second  

Fifth 

Sixth 

Ninth 

Tenth  

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Eleventhc 

Sixty-second 

Sixty-third 

Sixty-ninth 

Seventy-first 

Seventy -second 

Twenty-third 

Forty-ninth 

Ninety-eighth 

One  hundred  and  second 
One  hundred  and  sixth. . 
Eighty-eighth 

Total 


26 

6 

312 

123 

467 

25 

7 

855 

169 

556 

17 

10 

223 

123 

878 

24 

9 

337 

146 

516 

23 

10 

315 

177 

625 

21 

12 

333 

1.37 

603 

25 

H 

465 

92 

590 

28 

3 

832 

144 

5or 

21 

8 

809 

145 

483 

18 

9 

230 

183 

440 

28 

3 

427 

142 

600 

30 

4 

308 

165 

497 

13 

7 

165 

164 

349 

15 

fi 

218 

219 

458 

16 

8 

268 

853 

645 

25 

12 

545 

149 

731 

17 

12 

303 

146 

478 

;w 

5 

363 

112 

510 

31 

2 

440 

1.56 

629 

19 

12 

229 

182 

•     442 

18 

8 

214 

154 

394 

470 

151 

6,691 

.3,371 

10,693 

May  15, 1864. 

July  26, 1864. 

July  31,  1864. 

May  '5,  1864. 

July  27, 1864. 

June  28,  1864. 

April  15, 1864. 

June  9, 1864. 

May  15, 1864. 

July  19,  1864. 

July  22-September  1,  1864. 

August  1, 1864. 

August  19, 1864. 

May  28,  1864. 

August  10, 1864. 

August  2,  1864. 

September  — ,  1864. 

August  17,  1864. 

August  6, 1864. 

August  28, 1864. 


a  Reserves. 


6  1st  Bifles  or  13th  Reserves. 
MARYLAND. 


c  Coulter's  regiment. 


First  

661 

Total 

661 
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Statement  of  regiments  whose  term  of  service  expires,  <fec. — Continued. 

[WEST]  VIEGINIA. 


Officers. 

Enlisted  nien. 

Number. 

£ 

a 
1 

1 

5 

Expiration  of  term  of  service. 

15 

2 

254 

157 

428 

July  4, 1864. 

Total 

IS 

2 

254 

157 

428 

OHIO. 


Fourtli            

27 
26 

6 
9 

336 
221 

166 
131 

535 
387 

June  5  1864 

Eiglith                                .     . 

.Tune  25  1864 

Total     

53 

15 

557 

297 

922 

INDIANA. 


23 

8 

257 

119 

422 
642 

June  7  1864 

July  28,  1864. 
July  22, 1864. 

Twentieth 

20 

14 

423 

135 

Total 

43 

^ 

680 

304 

1,471 

MICHIQAN. 


First  ... 
Third . . . 
Fourth  . 
Fifth  . . . 


Total  . 


19 

9 

214 

123 

3&1 

20 

7 

275 

165 

467 

20 

12 

243 

160 

435 

81 

5 

210 

168 

4W 

80 

33 

942 

616 

1,670 

August  17,  1864. 
June  10, 1864. 
June  20,  1864. 
August  28, 1864. 


WISCONSIN. 


Second  .. 
Fifth  . . . . 

Sixth 

Seventh  . 


Total. 


100 


159 
480 
225 


1,053 


237 
130 
21 C 
245 


425 
645 
472 
470 


2,012 


June  11, 1864. 
July  12, 1864. 
July  15,  1864. 
August  16-September  2, 1864. 


MINNESOTA. 

First                

19 

9 

220 

323 

571 

April  21, 1864. 

Total 

19 

9 

220 

323 

571 

UNITED  STATES  SHARPSHOOTEBS. 

First  

4 

2 

.50 

15 

71 

Total 

4 

2 

50 

15 

71 
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state. 


Maine 

VermODt 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland .^ 

[West]  Virginia 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Mi-hiKau 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

United  States  Sharpshooters. 


Total 1,314 


Officers. 


93 


160 
2a 

149 
99 

470 


24 
181 


15 

2 

r.3 

15 

43 

32 

80 

33 

m> 

31 

19 

9 

4 

2 

Enlisted  men. 


2,W5 
518 
2,1)38 
1,.501 
6,691 


2.54 
557 
080 
942 
1,05:J 
230 
50 


19,230 


095 


2,394 
189 

3,371 


1.57 
297 
3M 
615 
828 
323 
16 


3,C41 

1,6:39 

7,104 

741 

7. 030 

2,920 

10, 093 

601 

428 

922 

1,471 

1,670 

2,012 

571 

71 


40,580 


a  The  discrepancy  in  the  recapitulation  arises  from  the  fact  that  in  many  regiments  only  the 
aggregate  strength  present  and  absent  is  given. 


Maj. 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  December  12,  1863. 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

General  :  The  brilliant  affair  near  Greenville,  which  I  reported 
on  the  28th,  produced  great  commotion  throughout  North  Carolina, 
and  was  generally  noticed  in  the  Richmond,  Raleigh,  and  Wilmington 
papers,  although  I  have  failed  to  discover  any  allusion  to  it  in  ours. 

In  consequence  of  this  and  other  moves,  Governor  Vance  called 
out  the  entire  State  or  home  guards  by  proclamation  on  the  2d. 
Brigadier-General  Ransom,  with  a  portion  of  a  brigade,  moved  to 
Tarborough,  which  is  equally  distant  from  Greenville  and  Rainbow 
Bluff,  and  connected  by  rail  with  Weldon,  &c.  A  large  force,  of 
all  arms,  is  at  the  railway  near  Kenansville,  where  but  a  single 
company  has  usually  been  kept.  All  concur  in  material  additions 
to  the  command  of  General  Whiting. 

The  gunboat  has  not  yet  been  reported  in  North  Carolina,  but  I 
look  for  her  daily. 

No  part  of  the  Third  [New  York]  Cavalry  has  arrived,  as  I  hoped. 
In  my  judgment,  it  is  needed  for  the  public  service. 

The  200-pounder  has  arrived,  but  without  a  carriage.  It  will  be 
placed  in  its  proper  position  so  soon  as  a  carriage  can  be  prepared. 

Your  General  Orders,  No.  46,  on  the  recruitment  of  colored  troops 
have  been  received.  Orders  have  been  issued  calling  the  attention  of 
all  to  the  subject-matter  and  requiring  a  hearty  co-operation.  It  seems 
to  remove  all  obstacles,  and  there  is  a  fair  promise  of  an  abundant 
harvest. 

Rev.  Mr.  James  may  labor  under  some  difficulty  from  not  beijig  a 
bonded  officer.  I  nominated  him  to  the  War  Department  for  an 
appointment  as  superintendent  of  blacks.  Failing  to  receive  that, 
a  commissioner's  appointment  would  remove  all  embarrassment, 
and  increase  his  very  small  compensation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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YOBKTOWN, 

December  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Butler  : 

The  movement  spoken  of  is  in  progress.  The  infantry  marched 
at  7  this  morning  by  a  circuitous  route  to  seize  the  crossings  at  the 
forge.  Cavalry  marched  this  evening,  and  will  be  at  same  place 
about  3  o'clock  to-night,  whence  they  will  make  a  dash  with  sabers 
only — carbines  left  behind.  A  colored  regiment  with  ambulances 
and  rations  of  bread  for  the  returning  troops  marches  from  here  at 
4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  will  meet  them  to-morrow  evening  at  Twelve- 
Mile  Ordinary,  where  all  will  encamp. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Elizabeth  City, 
Saturday,  December  12,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Barnes, 

Commanding,  Norfolk: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  occupy  this  place,  and 
thus  far  without  accident.  Below  South  Mills  we  built  a  solid 
bridge  on  the  piles  previously  standing,  but  partly  burned,  and 
marched  hither. 

Our  two  steamers,  I.  D.  Coleman  and  Three  Brothers,  arrived 
beforehand,  and  lay  off  out  of  sight,  but  signals  from  our  cannon 
soon  brought  them  up.  They  are  now  unloaded,  and  in  use  for  other 
purposes.  A  gunboat  has  made  two  calls  here  very  recently,  having 
quite  a  salutary  influence  in  confirming  our  footing  here.  But  I 
would  be  glad  to  keep  one  around  us  as  long  as  we  stay.  At  her 
last  call  she  carried  off  a  steam  mill  and  machinery,  some  said  for 
Roanoke,  some  for  Fort  Monroe.  We  keep  hearing  of  considerable 
bodies  of  State  partisan  rangers,  alias  guerrillas,  but. not  strong 
enough  to  harm  us.  All  we  dread  is  the  sending  of  a  regular  force 
from  Suffolk,  Winton,  or  even  from  Richmond. 

I  have  sent  out  to-day  four  expeditions  hence,  one  to  Hertford  for 
contrabands,  &c. ;  one  in  search  of  guerrillas ;  one  for  forage  for  our 
cavalry  and  artillery ;  one  for  fire- wood,  which  we  need  much — this 
party  takes  the  lightest  steamer  up  the  river.  Also,  I  am  just  send- 
ing the  other  steamer  down  to  Roanoke  Island  with  a  load  of  contra- 
bands, including  horses  and  carts,  on  a  schooner  in  tow,  to  return 
with  a  load  of  coal  for  both  steamers.     Thus  every  man  is  employed. 

I  send  this  via  Roanoke  Island. 

We  are  greatly  favored  with  weather,  but  cool. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  A.  WILD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — I  shall  have  serious  complaints  to  make  against  Colonel 
Ward,  of  General  Getty's  command,  for  his  conduct  in  attempt- 
ing to  defeat  the  objects  of  our  expedition.  He  sent  out  cavalry 
in  advance  to  warn  the  inhabitants  that  "  nigger-stealers  were 
coming  to  plunder  them  of  everything,"  and  he  interfered  in  other 
ways. 
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New  York  City,  December  13,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  P  H  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

Information  has  been  sent  to  the  enemy  that  the  United  States 
forces  contemplate  a  land  attack  on  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  prepara- 
tions therefor  going  on  at  New  Berne. 

JOHN  HORNER. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  December  13,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 

Major-General  Butler, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va . : 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Lee,  since  Meade's  failure  to  attack 
him,  has  or  may  send  re-enforcements  to  Longstreet  by  rail  through 
to  Lynchburg.  Please  send  all  information  on  that  point  which 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  14,  1863. 

(Received  5.20  p.  m.) 
Secretary  of  War  : 

I  have  much  to  do  with  the  Eastern  Shore,  Accomac  and  North- 
ampton Counties.  I  am  now  trying  men  for  murder  committed 
there.  I  could  obtain  a  large  number  of  recruits  for  my  colored 
troops  from  there  had  I  authority.  Please  either  annex  these  coun- 
ties to  this  department  or  give  me  leave  to  send  a  recruiting  party 
there  if  iudged  best  tor  the  service. 

BENJ.  P.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
December  15,  1863—4.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  &c..  Fort  Monroe: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say,  in  reply  to  your 
telegram  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia,  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  to  your 
department,  that  until  the  question  in  respect  to  the  command  of 
the  Middle  Department  is  determined,  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to 
make  any  change  in  the  departmental  boundaries,  and  that  Colonel 
Birney  is  authorized  to  recruit  colored  trbops  in  that  region,  so  as  to 
render  it  unnecessary  to  send  recruiting  parties  there  from  your 
department. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brig.   Gen.,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


564  OPKBATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLl. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December  15,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  2.10  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  telegram  just  received.  I  have  no  news  yet  from 
Averell.  I  expect  he  will  reach  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad 
to-day  at  or  near  Salem.  Scammon  was  directed  to  reach  Lewisburg 
on  Saturday,  the  12th.  I  hope  to  hear  from  him  to-day.  It  appears 
from  Sullivan's  telegram  that  Imboden  is  being  re-enforced  by  Lee. 
May  I  ask  you  to  direct  General  Meade's  cavalry  to  keep  a  close 
watch  upon  any  movement  into  the  Shenandoah  valley? 

Decembee  15,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland : 
Full  reports  from  my  troops  at  Strasburg  this  morning;  skirmishing  continually. 
Reports  that  the  enemy  have  re-enforced  Imboden,  and  intend  occupying  the  val- 
ley.    I  have  taken   33  prisoners — some  from  EweU's  corps.    Colonels  Wells  and 
Boyd  are  vigilant. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
December  16,  1863—10.45  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  Cumberland: 
The  following  is  taken  from  the  Richmond  Whig,  of  December  16: 
Although  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  movement  of  Averell  from  Kana- 
wha in  the  direction  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad,  the  War  Depart- 
ment has  received  no  additional  information  from  that  quarter.    The  enemy's  move- 
ments, so  far  as  known,  seem  to  indicate  a  raid  on  the  railroad  or  probably  upon  the 
counties  of  Botetoui-t,  Rockbridge,  or  Augusta. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

THOS.  T.  ECKERT, 
Major,  and  Asst.  Supt.  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph, 


Norfolk,  December  16,  1863. 
Col.  J.  W.  Shaffer,  Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  communication  has  just  been  received  : 

Elizabeth  Crrv, 
Sunday,  December  18,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Barnes, 

Commanding,  Norfolk : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  still  hold  Elizabeth  undisturbed.  The 
forage  sent  by  the  gunboat  has  arrived  on  another  steamer,  the  gimboat  having  ex- 
ploded her  cvlinder.  I  am  just  sending  a  request  to  General  Graham  for  another 
gunboat  to  be  sent  in  her  stead  immediately  to  this  place.  Our  expedition  meets 
with  moderate  success.  No  casualties  excepting  3  men  wounded,  and  1  captured 
by  guerrillas.  I  send  this  by  Roanoke  Island. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

EDWARD  A.  WILD, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Cff  Volunteers. 

JAMES  BARNES, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  Va.  and  N.  C, 
No.  56.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  10,  18G3. 

The  provost-marshal  of  each  district  in  this  department  will  cause 
to  be  made  and  reported  to  these  headquarters,  on  or  before  the  5th 
day  of  January,  1864,  an  enrollment  of  all  able-bodied  citizens  (dis- 
tinguishing between  white  and  colored  in  their  reports)  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  in  order  that  the  commanding  gen- 
eral may  know  upon  what  able-bodied  force  he  can  rely  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Butler  : 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  December  17,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  subject-matter  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Secretary  of  War  immediately  on  its  receipt,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  give  you  an  earlier  answer.  The  policy  of  furloughing 
now  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  who  re-enlist,  is  approved.  Perhaps 
the  number  who  so  re-enlist  may  not  be  so  great  that  you  cannot 
spare  them  all.  General  Orders,  No.  376,  leave  that  to  your  discre- 
tion. 

If  you  deem  a  position  on  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock  more 
favorable  than  that  you  now  occupy,  no  objections  are  made  to  the 
change.  I  have  received  no  intimation  in  regard  to  future  enter- 
prises. If  any  should  be  made,  I  will  immediately  communicate 
them.  General  Kelley  seems  to  apprehend  a  movement  from  Lee's 
army  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  asks  that  your  attention  be 
called  to  the  subject. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Ch  ief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  17,  1863. 
Circular  to  Corps  Commanders  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  to  these  headquar- 
ters, in  the  course  of  to-morrow,  if  possible,  a  statement  showing  the 
number  of  men  that  will  re-enlist  in  your  command,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  General  Orders,  Nos.  191,  305,  and  376,  of  the  present 
year,  from  the  War  Department,  upon  the  condition  that  the  men  so 
re-enlisting  are  at  once  allowed  the  furlough  of  at  least  thirty  days 
provided  for  in  the  last-mentioned  order.  The  statement  will  be  ar- 
ranged by  regiments  and  show  the  number  of  men  that  will  re-enlist 
in  each  regiment,  as  well  as  the  number  that  will  not  re-enlist  or 
do  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  orders  applicable  to  the 
subject. 

No  man  can  re-enlist  at  this  time  who  has  more  than  a  year  to 
serve. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Fairfax  Court-House,  Va., 

December  17,  1803. 
Commanding  Officer  at  Burke's  Station: 

The  rebels  have  attacked  our  front  at  Sangster's  Station.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  your  troops  rest  on  their  arms  and 
that  all  guards  and  patrols  be  on  the  alert. 

WM.  A.  LA  MOTTE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Division, 

December  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral  : 
Colonel  Flood  reports  the  bridge  this  side  of  Sangster's  Station  on 
fire,  and  found  it  impossible  to  cross  on  account  of  the  swollen 
stream.  He  sent  some  men  across  on  the  burning  string-pieces,  who, 
on  their  arrival  on  the  other  side,  were  fired  at  by  a  volley  of  GO  or 
70  shots.  Captain  McAnally,  with  34  men,  are  missing.  The  force 
of  guerrillas  is  estimated  between  200  to  400  men.  The  company  at 
Sangster's  are  said  to  have  fought  well.  Will  report  from  time  to 
time. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — I  gave  Colonel  Lowell  early  notice. 


YORKTOWN, 

December  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Butler  : 

This  afternoon  rebel  cavalry  came  down  to  my  lines  at  Gloucester. 
Captain  Poor,  with  one  squadron,  was  sent  out  to  reconnoiter,  drove 
in  the  advance,  and  found  a  large  force  of  rebel  cavalry  4  miles  out 
in  line  of  battle.  Being  too  many  to  attack,  he  rieturned  to  a  posi- 
tion 1  mile  in  front  of  the  pickets.  I  am  sending  over  a  detachment 
of  cannoneers  to  man  Fitch's  battery,  whose  men  have  just  gone  on 
furlough,  also  300  colored  infantry.  I  am  in  no  condition  to-night  to 
make  an  attempt  on  their  rear  with  infantry  by  way  of  the  river.  It 
is  raining  violently,  and  the  men  exhausted,  many  of  them  without 
shelter.  Will  try  it  to-morrow  if  the  opportunity  continues.  They 
will  not  attack,  I  fear. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  18,  1863. 
Colonel  Taylor: 

Colonel:  A  dispatch  from  Washington,  from  General  Augur, 
says  General  Rosser's  brigade  left  Fredericksburg  Wednesday  night 
last.  Crossed  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  last  night  at 
Sangster's  Station,  attempting  to  destroy  the  bridge,  but,  failing  to 
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do  SO,  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  with  the  view  prob- 
ably of  operating  on  our  rear.  Colonel  Lowell,  with  all  the  cavalry 
at  command,  is  after  them.  Rosser  is  reported  to  have  about  1,000 
men  and  no  artillery.  The  general  directs  that  you  be  on  the  look- 
out for  General  Rosser,  and  if  possible  intercept  him. 
Answer. 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
lAeutenant-Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  18,  1863. 

Col.  John  P.  Taylor, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

It  is  reported  that  Rosser's  brigade,  Stuart's  cavalry,  800  strong, 
struck  the  Orange  line  of  railroad  at  Sangster's  last  night  at  8  o'clock. 
They  cut  the  wires  and  set  fire  to  two  bridges  on  Pope's  Run.  The 
general  commanding  directs  that  you  notify  your  brigade  at  War- 
renton  to  keep  a  good  lookout  toward  Salem  and  New  Market,  as 
the  enemy  are  reported  to  have  gone  in  that  direction  toward  the 
Blue  Ridge,  and  it  they  come  within  reach  of  your  brigade  at  War- 
renton,  tell  it  to  "pitch  into"  them  and  whip  them,  as  their  horses 
will  be  tired  out.  Have  your  whole  command  on  the  lookout,  as 
they  may  try  another  point.  Please  answer  when  you  receive  this. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  ROSS  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Bealeton, 

December  18,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith: 

Dispatch  received.  I  have  ordered  two  regiments  from  this  bri- 
gade to  re-enforce  brigade  at  Warrenton,  and  brigade  at  that  place 
to  send  strong  reconnaissances  to  Salem  and  New  Market.  All  quiet 
and  nothing  new. 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 
Commanding  Second  Division  Cavalry. 


Warrenton, 

December  18,  1863. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Weir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
scouting  party  sent  out  this  afternoon  has  returned,  and  repo];ts  hav- 
ing been  to  New  Baltimore,  and  found  no  signs  of  any  force  of  the 
enemy.     I  have  sent  two  regiments  to  Salem  as  directed. 
Respectfully, 

D.  GARDNER, 
lAeutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Deft.,  8th  Army  Corps, 
No.  68.  j  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  18,  1863. 

I.  General  Orders,  No.  51,  from  these  headquarters,  bearing  date 
October  21,  1803,  constituting  the  First  and  Third  Separate  Brigades, 
Eighth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  revoked. 

II.  The  followi'ng  troops  of  this  command  will  constitute  the  First 
Separate  Brigade:  Third  Regiment  Delaware  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Col.  S.  H.  Jenkins;  Third  Regiment  (Potomac  Home  Brigade)  Mary- 
land Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  GUpin;  Purnell  Legion 
Maryland  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Graham,  and  such 
other  troops  as  may  be  assigned  to  duty  in  that  section  of  country 
within  this  department  lying  west  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  south  of 
and  adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  except- 
ing the  command  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  U.  S.  Army,  and  the  hospitals 
at  Annapolis  Junction. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  First  Separate  Brigade,  with  his  headquarters  at  the 
RelajV  House,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

III.  The  following  batteries  will  constitute  the  Artillery  Reserve 
of  this  army  corps:  Baltimore  Battery  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  F.  W, 
Alexander;  Battery  H,  Third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Artillery,  Captain  Rank ;  Battery  A  (Junior  Artillery),  Maryland 
Volunteers,  Captain  Bruce;  Battery  B  (Eagle  Artillery),  Maryland 
Volunteers,  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Audoun. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Alexander,  Baltimore  Battery,  senior  officer  of  light 
artillery,  will  assume  command  of  the  Artillery  Reserve,  receiving 
orders  from,  and  reporting  directly  to,  these  headquarters. 

IV.  The  following  regiments  and  detachments  of  cavalry  will  con- 
stitute the  cavalry  reserve  of  this  army  corps:  Third  Regiment  Mary- 
land Volunteer  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Tevis;  First  Regiment 
Connecticut  Cavalry,  Capt.  E.  W.  French,  commanding;  First  Bat- 
talion Delaware  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Maj.  N.  B.  Knight. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Tevis,  Third  Maryland  Cavalry,  senior  officer  of 
cavalry,  will  assume  command  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve,  receiving  his 
orders  from,  and  reporting  directly  to,  these  headquarters. 

All  orders  conflicting  with  the  present  organization  of  the  command 
are  hereby  revoked. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Lockwood: 

WM.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerdl. 


YOEKTOWN, 

December  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Butlee: 

Followed  the  enemy  in  Gloucester  two  hours  before  daylight  this 
morning,  with  100  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  following  in  close 
support.  The  rebels  ran — would  not  fight  at  any  price.  My  cavalry 
chased  them  10  miles,  and  are  now  returning.  The  destruction  here 
is  terrific.  AU  hands  not  engaged  in  pursuing  the  enemy  are  busy 
clearing  the  wreck.  The  very  surface  of  the  solid  earth  is  altered 
at  the  scene  of  the  explosions.  Whole  loss  to  the  Government  which 
the  troops'  labor  cannot  replace  will  not  exceed  $40,000,  which  will 
be  reduced  by  picking  up  shell,  shot,  and  bullets.    No  life  lost.    Con- 
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duct  of  most  of  the  troops  entirely  soldierly.  No  confusion.  An 
attack  by  the  enemy  could  liave  been  met  and  repelled  while  the 
explosions  were  taking  place  and  the  whole  fort  filled  with  flying 
missiles.     A  few  Sibley  tents  would  do  us  good. 

I.  J.  WISTAR, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  Deceviber  18,  1863. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Sullivan  reports  that  a  cavalry  scout  has  just  returned 
from  Loudoun  County,  commanded  by  Captain  Keys,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Pennsylvania.  Near  Upperville  he  captured  Colonel  Carter, 
of  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  5  men,  and  C  horses.  Keys'  loss,  1  man 
killed  and  2  captured.     Enemy's,  1  man  and  2  horses  killed. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

December  19,  18G3— 10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

General  Gregg  reports  the  return  of  the  command  sent  to  Salem 
and  Manassas  Gap  after  Rosser.  They  rejjort  Rosser's  command 
as  having  passed  through  Front  Royal  yesterday  morning,  and 
that  they  moved  toward  Luray.     One  of  Rosser's  men  was  captured. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Augur.) 


December  20,  1863—11  p.  m. 

(Received  12.10  a.  m.,  21st.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

I  have  directed  General  Pleasonton  to  send  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
to  Luray,  but  I  hardly  think  they  can  overtake  Rosser,  who  will 
have  had  time  to  pass  up  the  valley  and  rejoin  Stuart. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  20,  1863. 
Col.  J.  W.  Shaffer, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  communication  of  the  18th,  from  the 
major-general  commanding,  requesting  a  report  as  to  the  feasibility 
of  holding  a  line  to  include  the  six  northeastern  counties  of  North 
Carolina,  and  of  affording  protection  to  the  people  thereof,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state : 

A  line  including  these  counties  should  be  traced  as  follows :  From 
Albemarle  Sound,  ascending  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Rivers 
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some  50.  miles,  and  thence  across  the  country  to  Suffolk  and  the  Nan- 
semond  Kiver,  a  whole  distance  of  not  less  than  70  miles.  While 
the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  would  offer  a  considerable  obstacle  to 
the  inroads  of  the  enemy,  from  the  Blackwater  to  Suffolk,  some  30 
miles,  there  are  no  natural  defenses  whatever.  To  hold  a  line  of 
this  character,  would  require  a  movable  force  equal  to  the  force 
which  the  enemy  can  bring  against  it,  besides  strong  outposts  and 
guards  at  the  passes  of  the  river,  with  their  proper  supports.  I  have 
to  report,  therefore,  that  with  the  force  at  my  disposal,  6,655  of  all 
arms  effective,  it  is  impossible  to  hold  the  line  in  question. 

Our  present  line,  which  includes  the  counties  of  Nansemond, 
Norfolk,  and  Princess  Anne,  Va.,  beginning  on  the  James  River, 
extends  up  the  Nansemond  to  Suffolk ;  thence  along  Jericho  Canal 
to  Lake  Drummond,  in  the  Dismal  Swamp;  thence  by  the  feeder  to 
the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  and  thence  by  the  Little  Canal  and  North- 
west River  to  Currituck  Sound.  By  abandoning  the  positions  at 
Pongo  Bridge  and  on  Northwest  River,  and  throwing  the  troops 
now  garrisoning  them  forward  to  South  Mills  and  the  Pasquotank 
River,  a  new  line  can  be  formed  to  include  the  counties  of  Currituck 
and  Camden,  N.  C.  This  line  would  be  identical  with  the  present  as 
far  as  Lake  Drummond,  thence  following  the  line  of  the  Pasquotank 
south  to  Albemarle  Sound,  instead  of  east  by  the  feeders.  Little 
Canal,  and  Northwest  River  to  Currituck  Sound.  But  all  the  posi- 
tions which  are  or  may  be  occupied  to  hold  these  lines,,  as  Suffolk, 
South  Mills,  Northwest  Landing,  Pongo  Bridge,  &c.,  are  simply  out- 
posts, and,  although  affording  present  protection  to  the  people  inside, 
would,  in  the  event  of  the  advance  of  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
from  the  Blackwater,  have  to  be  abandoned  and  the  troops  drawn 
in  to  the  fortified  lines  around  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  December  20,  1863—8  p.  m. 

(Received  10.15  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan  reports  that  a  citizen  has  just  come 
in  to  the  ferry,  and  reports  that  Colonel  Rosser,  with  a  brigade  of 
Stuart's  cavalry,  is  in  the  Luray  Valley,  maneuvering  to  get  in  the 
rear  of  General  Sullivan's  force,  now  near  Harrisonburg,  engaging 
the  attention  of  Imboden.  If  General  Meade  would  send  a  cavalry 
force  to  Luray,  he  could  cut  off  Rosser. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-General. 

Washington,  D.  C,  ^ 
December  21,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kellet  : 

General  Meade  has  sent  a  brigade  to  Luray.    I  hear  nothing  of 
Averell. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
December  21,  1863 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  2  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Scouts  just  in,  state  it  was  reported  at  Orange  Court-House  that 
Averell  had  been  into  Staunton,  burning  the  depot  and  doing  other 
damage  to  the  railroad,  and  that  he  had  beaten  Imboden  and  Jen- 
kins. On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  Fitzhugh  Lee's  and  Wickham's 
brigades  of  cavalry,  with  seven  batteries  of  artillery,  were  sent  to 
Albemarle  County ;  they  were  traced  as  far  as  Stony  Point,  and  are 
believed  to  have  gone  to  Staunton.  No  other  movements  of  troops 
reported;  rebel  soldiers  said  it  was  expected  Longstreet  would  return 
to  Lee's  army. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  December  21,  1803—11  p.  m. 

(Received  0.50  a.  m.,  22d.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan  reports  that  he  has  just  received  in- 
formation that  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  were  crossing  at  Berry's  Ferry, 
on  Saturday,  and  that  two  brigades  of  infantry  were  crossing  at 
Front  Royal.  I  think  this  information  is  doubtful,  but  if  true  Gen- 
eral Meade  can  certainly  prevent  their  safe  return  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

War  Department, 
December  21,  1863—8.50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
You  have  subjoined  an  order  of  this  Department,  placing  the 
county  of  Saint  Mary's,  in  Maryland,  and  the  counties  of  Northamp- 
ton and  Accomac,  in  Virginia,  under  your  command,  as  a  part  of  the 
Department  of  Virginia.  You  "will  please  assume  command  imme- 
diately, and  direct  the  commandant  of  the  prisoners'  camp  at  Point 
Lookout  to  report  to  you.  It  is  deemed  expedient  that  you  make  an 
immediate  inspection  of  that  post,  with  the  view  to  ascertain  its 
security  against  any  effort  of  the  prisoners  to  escape,  or  of  the  rebels 
to  aid  them  in  that  purpose.  You  will  communicate  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  Brigadier-General  Marston,  commanding  at  Point  Lookout, 
and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  telegram. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier- General,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.l 

War  Department, 

December  21,  1803. 
Ordered,  that  the  county  of  Saint  Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  the  counties  of  Northampton  and  Accomac,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
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giuia,  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby,  annexed  to  the  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia, under  the  command  of  the  general  commanding  that  depart- 
ment. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


December  21,  [1863]— 7  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  Shaffer, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fort  Monroe: 
Fugitives  from  South  Mills  arrived  last  night,  report  a  force  of  the 
enemy  (cavalry  and  infantry)  between  Elizabeth  City  and  South 
Mills,  within  8  miles  of  Pasquotank  Bridge,  numbers  not  stated.     I 
will  obtain  further  information  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Stetzel,  Suffolk.) 


December  21,  [1863]— 9  p.  m. 
Colonel  Stetzel, 

Suffolk  : 
Major  Wetherill,  who  has  gone  to  South  Mills,  reports,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Duke,  of  Lake  Drummond,  that  there  is  quite  a  force 
of  rebel  infantry  and  artillery  at  Zuni,  with  the  intention  of  making 
a  move,  via  Suffolk,  with  a  view  of  drawing  off  attention  from  a  force 
operating  in  the  direction  of  South  Mills.  Be  on  yoiir  guard  and 
advise  me  of  all  that  is  going  on  in  your  neighborhood. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


December  21, 18G3. 
Major-General  Butler, 

Fo7-t  Monroe  : 
If  General  Wild  is  in  Currituck  County,  it  would  be  well  to  send 
a  steamer  to  Pongo  to  be  in  readiness  to  transfer  the  Ninety-eighth 
New  York  from  that  place  to  Coinjack  Bridge  or  Northwest  Landing, 
as  may  be  most  needed.  I  have  sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  South 
Mills  to  obtain  information  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Commanders  of  posts  have  been  instructed  to  afford  all  possible  as- 
sistance to  General  Wild. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  21,  1863. 
General  Graham, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade,  Norfolk: 
Will  you  be  pleased  to  send  a  gunboat  to  Pongo,  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Ledlie  or  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wcad,  commanding  Ninety-eighth 
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Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  General  Ledlie  has  received  full 
instructions  from  me.  It  may  be  necessary  to  use  the  gunboat 
to  transfer  the  Ninety-eighth  New  York  from  Pongo  to  Coinjack 
Bridge,  Currituck  Court-House,  or  Northwest  Landing,  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  service  may  demand. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  22,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  order 
■  issued  by  me,  designed  to  carry  out,  in  this  army,  the  orders  and 
instructions  of  the  War  Department  relative  to  the  re-enlistment  of 
veteran  volunteers. 

It  is  not  in  my  power,  at  the  present  moment,  to  say  what  num- 
ber of  men  have  re-enlisted  or  agreed  to  re-enlist  prior  to  this  date, 
but  I  place  the  number,  approximately,  at  10,000  infantry  and  2,500 
cavalry. 

I  do  not  consider  that  a  greater  number  of  men  can  be  spared  at 
present,  although  it  is  hoped  that  a  considerable  number  will  yet 
re-enlist;  and,  if  so,  they  can  be  furloughed  when  the  men  about  to 
leave  return  to  duty. 

Under  the  discretion  left  to  me  in  General  Orders,  No.  376,  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  from  the  War  Department,  I  have  directed  that  indi- 
vidual furloughs  be  given,  believing  that  this  would  be  more  accept- 
able to  the  men  generally  than  an  order  to  report  to  the  superm- 
tendents  of  the  recruiting  service,  in  their  respective  States,  for 
furloughs  and  reorganization.  When,  however,  three-fourths  of  a 
regiment  or  company  re-enlist,  the  men  will  be  allowed  to  go  home 
in  a  body  with  their  ofl&cers,  and  to  take  their  arms  with  them. 

The  period  of  the  furlough  has  been  fixed  at  thirty-five  days,  so 
as  to  allow  the  men,  as  far  as  practicable,  thirty  days  within  the 
limits  of  their  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  329.  )  December  21,  1863." 

1.  With  the  exception  hereinafter  indicated,  corps  and  other  inde- 
pendent commanders  are  now  authorized  to  grant  individual  fur- 
loughs for  thirty-five  days,  which  must  cover  the  entire  period  of 
the  soldier's  absence  from  his  company  and  regiment,  to  such  men 
of  their  respective  commands  as  may  have,  up  to  this  date,  re-en- 
listed, or  having,  since  the  issue  of  the  circular  from  these  head- 
quarters dated  December  17,  1863,  signified  their  intention  to  do  so, 
shall  at  once  re-enlist  as  veteran  volunteers,  under  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders,  Nos.  191,  305,  and  376,  from  the  War  Department. 

2.  When  three -fourths  of  the  men  of  a  regiment  or  company 
re-enlist,  such  portion  of  the  regiment  or  company  will  be  allowed 
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to  go  home  in  ^  body,  and  take  -with  it  its  arms  and  equipments.  lu 
all  other  cases,  the  arms  and  equipments  of  the  men  granted  fur- 
loughs will  be  turned  in,  before  leaving  camp,  to  the  division  ord- 
nance ofBcer,  by  whom  they  will  be  transferred  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  ordnance  depot,  to  be  held  subject  to  his  call  on  the 
return  of  the  men  to  duty.  Three-fourths  of  a  veteran  regiment 
will  be  understood  to  mean  three-fourths  of  the  men  belonging  to  it 
who  are  within  the  limits  of  this  army,  and  not  to  include  those 
absent  as  prisoners  of  war,  in  general  hospitals,  &c.  When  there 
are  men  in  a  veteran  organization  who  do  not  come  within  the  limits 
for  re-enlistment,  all  men  who  have  joined  the  army  since  July  1, 
1863,  excepted,  and  are  yet  willing  to  re-enlist,  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  go  on  furlough  with  the  regiment,  in  case  it  goes  in  a  body, 
and  those  only  will  be  left  behind  who  are  within  the  limits  and  yet 
refuse  to  re-enlist,  and  the  aforesaid  men  who  have  recently  joined. 
The  men  willing  to  re-enlist  will,  of  course,  not  be  discharged  and. 
remustered  till  they  come  within  the  limits;  that  is,  have  less  than 
one  year  to  serve,  but  they  will  be  required  to  affirm,  in  writing, 
their  intention  to  re-enlist,  and  such  affirmation  must  be  witnessed 
by  two  commissioned  officers,  and  filed  with  the  muster-rolls  of  the 
company  to  which  they  belong. 

3.  Furloughs  will  not  be  granted  in  cases  where  three-fourths  of  a 
regiment  or  a  company  have  agreed  to  re-enlist  under  the  foregoing 
provisions  until  after  corps  commanders  shall  have  sent  to  these 
headquarters,  for  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  thereon,  a 
statement  showing  the  strength  present  with  the  army  of  such  regi- 
ment or  company,  and  the  number  of  men  who  have  ro-enlisted  or 
can  re-enlist  under  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

4.  When  an  organization  may  be  broken  up  for  the  time  being  by 
the  departure  of  the  men  going  on  furlough,  corps  commanders 
will  transfer,  temporarily,  the  officers  and  men  who  remain  to  other 
regiments  and  companies  from  the  same  State,  or  organize  them 
into  a  battalion,  as  may  be  thought  best. 

5.  Every  furlough  granted  under  this  order  will  have  an  indorse- 
ment showing  that  the  holder,  as  a  veteran  volunteer,  is  entitled 
to  transportation  to  and  from  his  home,  as  provided  for  by  Para- 
graph 4,  of  General  Orders,  No.  376,  from  the  War  Department. 
Corps  commanders  will  make  requisitions  upon  the  chief  quarter- 
master for  transportation  for  the  men  of  their  commands  who  may 
be  granted  furloughs,  and  the  chief  quartermaster  will  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  with  the  proper  officer  of  his  department 
at  Washington  to  h9,ve  all  such  men  promptly  forwarded  to  their 
homes. 

■<5.  The  necessities  of  the  service  will  not  admit  of  the  granting  of 
furloughs  at  present  to  a  larger  number  of  men  than  are  embraced 
in  this  order.  But  the  men  not  herein  included,  who  may  be  entitled 
to  re-enlist  as  veterans,  will  be  granted  a  similar  furlough  on  the 
return  to  duty  of  the  men  now  furloughed. 

7.  Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  report  at  the 
earliest  moment  practicable  the  number  of  men  who  have  re-en- 
listed or  may  re-enlist  in  their  respective  commands,  and  who  may 
receive  furloughs  under  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  23,  1863. 

1.  The  pickets  of  the  Sixth  Corps  will  extend  from  Freeman's  Ford 
to  the  Rixeyville  road,  about  3  miles  from  Culpeper. 

2.  The  pickets  of  the  Third  Corps  will  extend  from  the  left  of 
those  of  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the  Eixeyville  road  to  Mountain  Run, 
opposite  Gaines'  Mill,  where  they  will  connect  with  the  right  of  the 
pickets  of  the  First  Corps.  They  will  commence  again  at  the  left  of 
the  pickets  of  the  First  Corps  at  Inship's,  foot  of  Pony  Mountain,  and 
extend  along  the  front  of  Mountain  Run,  joining  those  of  the  Second 
Corps  near  the  road  from  Stevensburg  to  Morton's  Ford. 

3.  The  pickets  of  the  First  Corps  will  extend  from  Mountain  Run, 
near  Gaines'  Mill  on  the  right,  around  to  Inship's  on  the  left.  They 
will  connect  on  the  right  and  left  with  the  pickets  of  the  Third 
Corps. 

4.  The  pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  will  extend  from  the  Stevens- 
burg and  Morton's  Ford  road  to  the  Rappahannock  River,  and  up 
that  river  above  Kelly's  Ford. 

5.  The  general  line  to  be  occupied  by  the  pickets  is  indicated  on 
the  map  sent  herewith. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  commanding  oflScers  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps,||b,valry  Corps,  and  chief  engineer.) 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  331.  j  December  22,  1863. 

I.  The  First  Corps  will  move  to  Culpeper  and  post  one  division  near 
the  line  of  railroad,  well  toward  Mitchell's  Station,  to  support  the 
cavalry  picketing  from  Raccoon  Ford  to  the  right.  With  this  ob- 
ject in  view,  the  division  will  throw  forward  a  bi'igade  clo.se  uj)  to 
the  cavalry  at  Mitchell's  Station  (the  infantry  will  move  at  the  same 
time  as  the  cavalry).  The  infantry  brigade  will  picket  the  open 
ground  in  its  front,  and  connect  with  the  cavalry  pickets  on  its  right 
and  left.  The  duty  of  supporting  the  cavalry  will  be  performed  by 
the  divisions  of  the  First  Corps  in  turn. 

A  special  guard  around  the  town  of  Culpeper  will  be  maintained 
by  the  First  Corps. 

II.  The  Second  Corps  will  keep  one  brigade  posted  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sheppard's  Grove  Post-Office,  and  one  in  advance  of  Stevensburg, 
on  the  road  to  Morton's  Ford,  to  support  the  cavalry  picketing  from 
Morton's  Ford  to  the  left.' 

•  III.  Special  directions  have  been  given  for  posting  the  cavalry 
corps. 

IV.  The  infantry  picket  line  will  be  established  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  and  map  inclosed  herewith.* 

V.  Daily  memoranda,  similar  to  those  required  at  the  camp  near 
Falmouth,  will  be  made  and  transmitted  daily  to  these  headquarters, 

*  Not  found. 
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as  soon  as  the  necessary  blanks  are  furnished,  and  they  will  "be  sent 
to  corps  commanders  and  to  the  chief  of  staff  departments  as  soon 
as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Getty's  Headquarters, 

December  22,  1863, 
Maj.  R.  S.  Davis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

A  dispatch  from  General  Wild  addressed  to  yourself  has  just  been 
handed  me.  I  have  positive  information  that  none  of  the  enemy  are 
at  or  about  South  Mills.  The  force  that  visited  that  place  have 
retired,  a  portion  across  the  Blackwater  and  the  remainder  across 
the  Chowan.  They  could  not  possibly  be  overtaken  by  a  force  march- 
ing via  Suffolk. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  22, 1863. 
Major-General  Butler,  ^ 

Fort  Monroe : 
I  submit  the  following,  derived  from  best  information,  of  the  recent 
movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  : 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  last  week,  a  considerable  force 
advanced  from  the  Blackwater,  passing  through  Gates  County,  N. 
C. ,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  march  of  the  troops  under  Gen- 
eral Wild,  who,  it  was  reported,  intended  marching  from  Elizabeth 
City  upon  Hertford,  Edenton,  &c.,  and  from  thence  through  Gates 
County  to  Suffolk.  A  portion  of  this  force  advanced  as  far  as  the 
Pasquotank,  and  after  destroying  the  bridges,  ferries,  &c.,  returned. 
To  draw  attention  from  the  force  sent  against  General  Wild, 
infantry  and  artillery  were  concentrated  at  each  of  the  points, 
Franklin  and  Zuni,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  demonstration  in 
this  direction  via  Suffolk.  The  force  at  Franklin  advanced  as  far  as 
Carrsville.  Of  that  at  Zuni  I  have  no  information.  No  doubt  the 
movement  was  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  Gen- 
eral Wild's  force  to  the  east  side  of  the  Pasquotank.  All  is  quiet  at 
Suffolk  and  South  Mills  to-night. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  A.  C,  Dept.  op  Va.  and  N.  C, 
No.  58.  S  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  22, 1863. 

In  compliance  with  the  following  general  orders  from  the  War 
Department,  command  is  assumed  of  the  counties  of  Saint  Mary's, 
in  Maryland,  and  Northampton  and  Accomac,  in  Virginia,  and  they 
are  hereby  annexed  to  this  department. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  21,  1863. 

Ordered,  that  the  county  of  Saint  Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the 
coiinties  of  Northampton  and  Accomac,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  annexed  to  the  Department  of  Virginia,  under  the  command  of  the  general 
commanding  that  department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  18th  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

No.  29.  J  Fm-t  Monroe,  Va.,  November  11,1863. 

extract. 

II.  Each  commander  of  division,  separate  brigade,  post,  district,  or  detached  com- 
mand, and  each  chief  of  a  staff  department,  will  forthwith  report  to  these  head- 
quarters the  exact  condition  of  his  command  and  the  supplies  of  his  department, 
respectively,  accompanied  with  such  remarks  in  relation  thereto  as  he  shall  see  fit. 
Each  report  shall  have  minuted  thereon  the  date  of  the  reception  of  this  order,  and 
the  date  of  the  transmission  of  such  report. 

The  utmost  dispatch,  minuteness,  and  particularity  are  required  in  these  reports. 

By  command  of  Maior-Grefteral  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

All  officers  in  command  of  troops  and  posts  in  those  counties  will 
immediately  report  to  these  headquarters,  in  accordance  with  Para- 
graph II,  General  Orders,  No.  29,  from  these  headquarters,  hereunto 
annexed. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqtjarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  23,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  and  is  published  to  corps  commanders  for  their 
information  and  government.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  modifies  some- 
what Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders,  329. 

Washington,  D.  C, 

December  23,  1863. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Under  the  telegram  of  the  21st  instant,  in  relation  to  meaning  three-quarters  vet- 
eran volunteer  regiments  :  No  drafted  meil  will  be  permitted  to  go  on  furlough  with 
regiments.  To  volunteer  recruits,  or  those  who  have  joined  since  original  organi- 
zation of  regiments  or  company,  only  those  will  be  permitted  to  go  on  furlough 
with  the  regiment  who  are  willing  to  re-enlist,  and  who,  within  three  months,  will 
come  within  the  limits  of  re-enlistments. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade  : 

S.  WILt^IAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hdqes.  Army  op  the  Potomac,  Signal  Dept., 

December  23,  1863—3.55  p.  m. 
Maior-General  Humphkeys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  mine,  concerning  the  last  re- 
port from  Pony  Moimtain,  the  signal  officer  on  that  station  reports 
that— 

The  camps  at  Morton's  and  Eaccoon  Fords  appear  as  usual,  but  those  between  the 
two  fords  have  disappeared.  Camp  smokes  appear  this  morning  about  a  mile  to  the 
rear  of  where  the  camps  were. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  A.  P. 


Hdqrs.  Eighty-Third  Pa.  Vols.,  Medical  Dept., 

December  23,  1883. 
Dr.  [ ]: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  facts  and  circumstances  as  fur 
as  I  am  able  relative  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Jared  Free,  assistant  surgeon 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  was  killed  in  an  en- 
counter with  guerrillas  on  the  10th  of  December,  1863. 

Dr.  Jared  Free  joined  the  regiment  on  the  26th  of  June,  1863,  at 
Frederick  City,  Md. ,  when  the  army  was  on  the  march  to  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  after  the 
battle  was  retained  at  the  First  Division  (Fifth  Corps),  hospital, 
where  he  remained  until  some  time  in  September,  when  he  rejoined 
the  regiment  at  Beverly  Ford,  since  winch  time  until  the  time  of 
his  death  he  had  been  on  duty  with  the  regiment. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1863,  Dr.  Free,  accompanied  by  E.  W. 
Bettis,  quartermaster  sergeant,  went  to  the  country,  in  charge  of  20 
guards  and  three  wagons,  for  lumber.  The  pass  granting  them  per- 
mission did  not  arrive  at  these  headquarters  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  wagons  started  in  advance,  while  Dr.  Free,  E.  W.  Bettis, 
quartermaster  sergeant,  and  guard  remained  behind  awaiting  permis- 
sion from  brigade  headquarters.  By  the  time  the  pass  returned  from 
brigade  headquarters,  the  wagons  had  proceeded  some  distance  on 
the  road  toward  Kelly's  Ford.  Dr.  Free,  E.  W.  Bettis,  quartermaster 
sergeant,  and  guard  followed  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford,  whither 
they  supposed  the  wagons  had  gone.  But  on  the  way  they  met  a 
wagon  and  some  guards  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers. 
The  guard  informed  them  that  the  Eighty-third  wagons  had  gone  up 
to  Mount  Holly  Church.  Dr.  Free  and  party  proceeded  to  Mount 
Holly  Church,  and  were  informed  by  some  soldiers  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers  that  the  Eighty -third  wagons  had  gone 
in  the  direction  of  the  old  camping  ground  near  Captain  Payne's. 

Dr.  Free  and  party  concluded  to  take  a  near  cut  across  the  ravine 
and  strike  the  road  at  the  nearest  point.  They  passed  down  into  the 
ravine  without  molestation,  but  found  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill 
too  difficult  of  ascent,  so  they  dismounted  and  followed  the  path  up 
the  ravine  until  they  would  come  to  a  place  that  they  could  ascend. 
While  following  this  path  they  were  attacked  by  a  band  of  guer- 
rillas, who  came  rushing  down  the  hill,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
the  quartermaster  sergeant  to  halt  and  surrender,  or  they  would 
blow  his  brains  out;  but  notwithstanding  their  threats  he  quickly 
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mounted  his  steed  and  escaped,  but  not  without  being  shot  at.  The 
last  he  saw  of  Dr.  Free,  who  was  in  the  advance,  was  in  the  act  of 
mounting  his  horse.  The  quartermaster  sergeant  distinctly  heard 
two  shots  fired  afterward,  but  knew  nothing  of  the  fate  of  Dr.  Free 
until  the  next  day,  December  11,  1863,  when  a  detachment  of  men 
and  an  officer  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  went  out 
in  search  of  the  guerrillas,  and  to  gain  some  information,  if  possible, 
in  regard  to  the  fate  of  Dr.  Free.  When  they  arrived  at  the  place 
where  the  attack  had  been  seen  made  the  day  previous,  they  saw  no 
guerrillas,  of  course,  but  found  the  body  of  Dr.  Free,  pierced  by  two 
balls  and  seven  buckshot,  lying  by  the  side  of  a  log,  some  30  feet 
from  where  he  had  last  been  seen  the  day  previous  by  the  quarter- 
master sergeant.  He  was  shot  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region, 
and  all  the  bullet  holes  could  be  covered  by  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
showing  conclusively  that  his  antagonist  could  not  have  been  more 
than  10  or  15  feet  from  him  when  he  fired. 

The  body  of  Dr.  Free  was  brought  to  camp  late  in  the  evening  of 
the  11th  of  December,  and  having  been  properly  cleansed,  was  confined 
in  a  rough  board  coffin  and  kept  until  the  18th  of  December,  await- 
ing permission  for  some  one  to  accompany  the  body  home.  Nothing 
having  been  heard  from  the  papers  that  were  sent  up  on  the  11th  of 
December,  we  concluded  that,  having  kept  the  body  six  days,  it  would 
be  best  to  forward  it  to  Washington  and  have  it  expressed  from  there 
to  his  friends.  His  body  was  sent  on  the  18th  of  December  in  charge 
of  Sergeant  McKee,  and  ordered  to  be  confined  in  a  metallic  coffin 
and  expressed  to  his  brother.  Dr.  John  L.  Free,  Shrewsbury,  York 
County,  Pa. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BURCHFIELD, 
Surgeon,  Eighty -third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  December  23, 1863 — 9  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief,  of  Staff: 

General  Sullivan  telegraphs  that  Colonel  Wells,  commanding 
column,  reached  Strasburg  last  evening,  and  that  Early's  division, 
of  Ewell's  corps,  is  certainly  following  him,  and  was  at  Mount  Jack- 
son yesterday.  It  was  currently  reported  at  Harrisonburg  before 
Wells  left  that  Averell  had  destroyed  the  depot  at  Salem,  locomo- 
tives, trains,  &c.     I  have  nothing  definite  from  Averell  yet. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  Deeerriber  23,  1863. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Just  received  telegram  from  General  Averell  announcing  his  brill- 
iant success.     He  informs  me  he  has  forwarded  a  copy  direct  to  the 
general.     Has  it  been  received  ?    If  not,  I  will  forward  at  once. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Cumberland,  Md.,  December  23,  1863 — &p.  m. 

(Received  9.40  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
.Colonel  Mulligan  reports  that  Colonel  Thobum,  who  accompanied 
General  Averell  as  far  as  Monterey  witli  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  a  battery,  and  who  was  ordered  to  threaten  Staunton  from  the 
west  during  Averell's  absence  at  Salem,  has  reached  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Potomac,  on  the  Seneca  road,  in  safety  on  his  return,  bringing 
with  him  General  Averell's  train.  The  enemy  blockaded  the  road 
on  him,  but  he  has  come  through  without  loss.  Will  reach  Peters- 
burg to-night. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

December  23,  1863; 
Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling  : 

General  Averell  has  succeeded  in  cutting  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad  at  Salem,  in  Roanoke  County.  He  reached  there  on 
the  16th.  Destroyed  three  depots  containing  an  immense  amount  of 
public  property,  unquestionably  collected  there  for  the  use  of  Long- 
street's  army,  which  is  supposed  to  be  falling  back  into  Virginia. 

The  following  comprises  a  portion  of  the  property  destroyed :  2,000 
barrels  flour,  10,000  bushels  of  wheat,  100,000  bushels  of  shelled  corn, 
50,000  bushels  of  oats,  2,000  barrels  of  meat,  1,000  sacks  of  salt,  sev- 
eral cords  of  leather,  31  boxes  of  clothing,  20  bales  of  cotton,  large 
amount  of  harness,  shoes,  saddles,  equipments,  tools,  oil,  tar,  and 
various  other  stores,  and  100  wagons ;  water  stations,  bridges,  sev- 
eral culverts,  and  much  of  track  torn  up  and  rails  destroyed ;  large 
quantity  of  bridge  timber  and  repairing  materials  were  also  destroyed. 

General  Averell  captured  about  200  prisoners,  and  lost  about  60 
men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.     He  says : 

My  command  has  marched,  climbed,  slid,  and  swum  355  miles  since  the  8th  in- 
stant. 

This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  hazardous,  important,  and 
successful  raids  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  General 
Averell  will  reach  Beverly  to-night. 

[B.  F.  KELLEY,] 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  December  23,  1863. 

(Received  6.20  p.  m.) 
Secretary  of  War  : 

Flag-of -truce  boat  in.  No  difficulty,  I  think,  at  Point  Lookout. 
Have  strengthened  the  post.  Telegrams  from  Lynchburg  to  Rich- 
mond papers  say  that — 

A  force  of  the  enemy— 3,000  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry — under  Averell, 
re-acbed  Salem,  on  Virginia  and  Tennesi-ee  Railroad,  December  16,  at  10.30 o'clock. 
Telegraphic  communication  has  beep  interrupted.    Nothing  heard  since, 
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By  Richmond  papers  of  the  22d,  under  date — 

Bristol,  December  21. 

Officers  from  the  front  state  that  our  Confederate  forces  are  moving  forward  in 
the  direction  of  Knoxville.  Three  hundred  prisoners  captured  in  the  engagement 
at  Bean's  Station.  Eeports  from  below  state  that  Imboden  and  Echols  have  sur- 
rounded the  Salem  raider,  AvereU,  and  that  the  entire  party  will  probably  be  cap- 
tured. The  enemiy  have  burned  their  wagons  and  destroyed  their  artillery  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  our  hands. 

Charleston,  December  31. 
Little  change  in  the  position  of  affairs.     No  important  movement  of  the  fleet.    A 
calcium  light  has  been  displayed  for  two  nights  past,  reflecting  on  the  city.     No 
other  news  of  importance. 

Charleston,  December  31. 
Twenty-nine  vessels,  including  the  Ironsides,  are  inside  the  bar.    The  usual  num- 
ber in  the  stream  and  off  the  bar. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
December  23,  1863—9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe: 

Your  extracts  from  Richmond  papers  received.  AvereU  has  got 
safely  hack  with  loss  of  6  men  drowned,  4  wounded,  and  90  missing. 
He  reports  having  reached  Salem ;  burned  three  depots  with  a  large 
amount  of  stores ;  destroyed  15  miles  of  railroad  and  5  bridges.  The 
enemy  made  vigorous  and  extensive  combinations  to  surround  him, 
but  he  got  through  with  the  loss  stated,  having  burned  some  ambu- 
lances, a  few  wagons,  and  two  caissons. 

The  Adjutant-General  informs  me  that  the  order  assigning  Point 
Lookout  and  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties  to  your  command 
has  not  been  acknowledged. 
You  will  please  report  if  received. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Near  Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stetzel,  commanding  outpost  at  Suffolk,  re- 
ports this  morning  that  there  were" sixteen  companies  of  rebel  cavalry 
in  Suffolk  last  night  from  9  till  11  o'clock,  at  which  time  they  retired. 
They  came  from  Elizabeth  City  to  Suffolk,  and  have  gone  back  to 
the  Blackwater. 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Norfolk,  December  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Butler  : 

General  Wild  has  just  arrived  here.  His  command  will  be  in 
this  evening  by  11  o'clock.  He  has  lost  4  men  killed,  1  mortally 
wounded,  and  2  taken  prisoners  ;  about  12  men  wounded.    I  will  send 
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a  preliminary  report  in  the  morning  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made,  and 
a  more  full  report  afterward.     Your  dispatcli  stopping  the  publish- 
ing of  the  Old  Dominion  paper  is  received. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  BARNES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sub-District  op  Beaufort, 

Morehead  City,  N.  C,  December  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Peck, 

Comdg.  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina: 

General  :  In  consequence  of  information  received  that  a  schooner 
had  run  into  Bear  Inlet  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  which  schooner  had 
been  destroyed  by  one  of  our  war  vessels,  and  that  about  400  sacks 
of  salt  were  lying  on  the  beach,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  steamer 
Howquah  this  morning  at  daylight,  by  permission  of  Commander 
Dove,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  facts  of  the  case.  On  my 
arrival,  and  after  reconnoitering  well  with  my  glass,  I  sent  a  boat 
through  the  inlet  to  examine  the  beach  and  sound,  on  the  return  of 
which  the  officer  in  charge  reported  about  400  sacks  of  salt  and 
about  500  barrels  of  turpentine  on  the  beach. 

If  you  deem  it  advisable  to  destroy  or  capture  said  stores,  I  can 
do  so  by  taking  a  gunboat  and  launches  to  land  and  protect  about 
100  infantry,  keeping  a  proper  force  in  reserve.  The  steamer  Easier 
is  here  on  her  way  to  Port  Royal,  which  only  draws  3  feet  of  water. 
She  could  assist  materially.  I  suppose  the  stores  are  protected  by  a 
company  of  cavalry,  and  probably  one  field  piece.  I  reconnoitered 
carefully.     Dispatch  only  will  secure  success.     I  await  instructions. 

J.  JOURDAN, 

Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  5G9.  [  Washington,  December  23,  1863. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  0.  Tyler,  XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  repair  without 
delay  to  this  city  and  report  in  person  to  Major-General  Augur,  U. 
S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department  of  Washington. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


December  24,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  command  sent  to  Luray  has  returned.  They  report  that 
Rosser  and  his  command  left  Luray  for  Madison  Court-House  last 
Monday.     The  command  captured  9  men  and  killed  1. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  to  Major-General  Augur.) 


Chap.  XLI.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNIOIT.  583 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Decemher  )l4c,  1863. 
Colonel  Taylor, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 
The  "vvithin  communication  is  furnished  for  your  information. 
The  major-general 'commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  bri- 
gades at  Warrenton  and  Bealeton,  keep  a  sharp  lookout,  and  report 
at  once  to  these  headquarters  any  information  that  you  may  gain. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Captain,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Washington,  December  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

A  woman  comes  in  and  reports  that  one  of  the  rehel  cavalry  en- 
gaged in  the  last  raid  was  at  her  house,  and  said  that  the  affair  was 
a  failure,  but  they  were  preparing  for  another  on  a  large  scale  ;  that 
there  would  be  about  5,000-  engaged  in  it.  Should  this  prove  true, 
I  have  no  competent  force  to  prevent  it  or  save  the  road.  She  re- 
ported that  the  expedition  will  start  the  last  of  this  week. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Decemher  24,  1863. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding,  Washington: 
I  doubt  if  the  enemy  can  spare  5,000  cavalry  for  a  raid.  I  have, 
however,  directed  General  Crawford  to  relieve  your  people  at  Bull 
Run  bridge  and  assume  the  defense  of  that  point. '  It  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  prevent  scmie  damage  being  done  by  raids  in  force,  but 
by  holding  the  most  important  points  we  can  easily  repair  damage 
at  other  places.  My  cavalry  in  the  rear  are  directed  to  be  on  the 
alert. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

Washington,  December  24,  1863. 
Colonel  Alexander  : 

It  is  reported  here  that  another  raid  upon  the  Alexandria  and 
Orange  Railroad  is  to  be  made  the  latter  part  of  this  week.  You  will 
please  have  every  possible  precaution  taken  to  make  a  successful 
resistance.  Where  block-houses  are  not  completed,  have  such  a 
disposition  of  the  timber  made  as  will  afford  protection  to  parties 
and  stores.  Have  strong  barricades  on  the  roads  from  the  Occc- 
quan,  and  the  roads  themselves  well  patrolled.  Let  every  officer  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad  know  of  this,  so  that  precaution  can  be  used. 
The  block-house  at  Bull  Run  bridge  can  be  used  by  all  for  defense 
now.     The  one  at  Devereux  Station  should  also  be  defensible. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Augur  : 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Washington, 

December  24,  1863. 
Colonel  Alexander  : 

Major-General  Meade  has  decided  to  relieve,  by  a  detachment  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  the  guard  from  your  command  now  at 
Bull  Run  bridge.  When  the  change  is  made,  employ  the  guard  re- 
lieved in  strengthening  the  most  important  posts  on  the  road  between 
Fairfax  Station  and  Bull  Run  bridge.  Investigate  and  report  the 
rumor  that  the  four  vedettes  were  captured  and  hung  by  guerrillas 
yesterday,  near  Flint  Hill. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  aTid  Chief  of  Staff. 


FOKT  Monroe,  Va.,  December  24,  1863. 

(Received  11.40  a.  m.) 
General  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army: 

Secretary  of  War's  dispatch  announcing  Averell's  return  received. 
The  dispatch  assigning  Point  Lookout,  Accomac,  and  Northampton 
to  this  command  was  received.  General  Butler  left  yesterday  for 
Point  Lookout.     Will  return  to-night. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  25,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  I  cannot  conceal  my  astonishment  that  General  Mer- 
ritt  should  have  reported  to  headquarters  that  "General  Newton 
tells  me  he  does  not  know  what  is  expected  of  him,"  a  sentence 
calculated  to  give  an  entirely  wrong  interpretation  to  my  views. 
All  the  specifications  of  Special  Orders,  331,  and  circular  of  Decem- 
ber 22,  were  carried  out.  The  picket  line  was  established,  and  one 
division  sent  to  the  neighborhood  of  Mitchell's  Station  yesterday. 
The  brigade  directed  to  advance  close  on  to  Mitchell's  Station  may 
not  yet  have  done  so,  but  its  commander  conferred  with  the  ojBBcer 
commanding  cavalry  here  (as  directed),  and  if  it  has  not,  the  fault 
is  not  with  the  infantry.  The  brigade  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry 
were  by  the  order  to  advance  at  the  same  time.  The  cavalry 
division  starting  out  this  morning  were  ordered  back. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  I  clearly  comprehended  the  instructions 
given  me,  and  have  acted  on  them  to  the  utmost  of  n:iy  power.  The 
only  sense  in  which  I  am  ignorant  of  the  object  of  my  being  sent 
here  is  this,  that  I  am  uncertain  whether  our  coming  here  is  a  pre- 
monitory sign  of  an  advance  against  the  enemy,  or  whether  it  is 
intended  as  a  precaution  against  his  advance.  I  think  General  Mer- 
ritt  has  been  led  into  his  mistake  by  the  expression  of  some  such 
views  as  the  above  on  my  part. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  ComTnanding. 
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Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

December  25,  1863. 
Colonel  Taylor, 

Commanding  Second  Division  Cavalry  : 
Dispatch  just  received  states  that  Mosby  has  made  great  prepa- 
ration to  have  a  frolic,  with  his  principal  officers,  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Bispham  and  Mrs.  Murray,  in  Salem,  to-night.  Dr.  Bispham's  is  the 
second  house  as  you  go  in  the  village  from  Warrenton,  and  Mrs. 
Murray  lives  about  the  middle  of  the  street,  in  a  large  white  house. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  party  from 
the  brigade  which  is  at  Warrenton,  under  the  command  of  a  smart 
and  competent  officer,  to  capture  them. 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Captain,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Chief  Engineer  op  Defenses, 

Washington,  December  26,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  By  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you,  of  the  2d  instant, 
you  are  instructed  to  detail  me — 

To  make  an  examination  of  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  designate  at  what 
points  defensive  works  can  be  advantageously  erected  to  guard  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio  against  hostile  raids  from  Canada. 

In  compliance  with  the  tenor  of  the  above,  I  have,  after  first  visit- 
ing and  consulting  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  at  Columbus,  visited  the 
following  points  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  viz,  Sandusky,  Toledo, 
Cleveland,  Erie,  Dunkirk,  and  Buffalo. 

I  understood  my  instructions  to  refer  solely  to  the  actual  condition 
of  things,  and  not  to  refer  to  another  state  of  things  in  which  war 
shall  exist  betwixt  Canada  itself  (and  the  Government  to  which  she 
belongs)  and  the  United  States.  I  have  of  course  made  it  a  point, 
so  far  as  I  was  able  in  a  brief  time  and  at  such  a  season,  to  form  in 
my  mind  some  idea  of  the  positions  and  character  of  works  required 
for  the  latter  supposition,  but  report  only  in  reference  to  the  former. 

There  seems  to  me  to  be  two  objects,  and  only  two,  for  which 
"hostile  raids"  might  be  made  by  parties  of  the  numerous  secession- 
ists in  Canada.  One  of  these  objects  would  be  the  rescue  of  the  pris- 
oners on  Johnson's  Island;  the  other,  to  destroy  shipping,  railroad 
depots,  grain  elevators,  machine  shops,  &c.,  which  are  situated  con- 
tiguous to  the  harbors  of  the  places  I  have  mentioned.  Plunder 
might  perhaps  be  considered  an  object,  but  the  risks  would  be  great 
of  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  such  places  as  Buffalo,  Cleveland, 
&c.,  where  alone  there  is  anything  to  be  carried  off,  and  the  means 
of  guarding  against  it  are  identical  with  those  to  be  used  against 
destruction. 

First,  in  reference  to  the  rescue  of  prisoners.  There  are  now  2,800 
of  them,  all  officers,  confined  on  Johnson's  Island.  This  island  is 
almost  a  mile  long  and  one-half  mile  broad  (at  its  broadest  part). 
Its  nearest  distance  to  the  mainland  is"  over  a  half  mile.  The  per- 
manent guard  is  a  battalion  of  four  companies  of  Ohio  Volunteers 
(to  be,  as  I  understood,  speedily  increased  to  a  regiment)  and  a 
company  of  heavy  artillery.     Besides  this,  there  was  stationed  on 
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the  island  a  part  of  a  regiment  of  dismounted  cavalry.  There  are 
three  (I  think)  20-pounder  Parrotts,  one  30-pounder,  and  a  battery 
of  3i-inch  ordnance  rifled  guns,  in  charge  of  the  artillery  company. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  above  gives  all  reasonable  security  against  an 
aquatic  raid.  How  can  a  gang  of  raiders  get  together  in  a  friendly 
country  vessels  to  carry  men  enough  to  overcome  the  guard,  to  en- 
counter the  artillery  now  on  the  island,  or  if  successful  in  these 
things,  how  could  they  get  their  prisoners  away? 

With  the  permanent  guard  raised  to  a  full  regiment  (as  it  should 
be)  and  the  artillery  force  on  the  island,  I  think  we  have  reasonable 
security,  and  that  the  light  battery  may  be  sent  elsewhere. 

During  the  recent  alarm,  the  light  battery  was  placed  on  Cedar 
Point,  behind  a  rude  sand  epaulement,  and  a  detachment  of  the 
artillery  company  had  charge  of  it.  This  point  is  unquestionably 
the  key-point  to  the  hai'bor  defense,  but  with  my  ideas  of  the  chance 
of  maritime  attack,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  necessary.  If  a,  battery 
is  kept  up  there  hereafter  (it  is  now  withdrawn  for  the  winter),  it 
is  proper  it  should  be  made  secure.  Surprise  will  be  the  main  feat- 
ure of  the  attack,  and  a  body  of  men  strong  enough  to  overcome 
the  Johnson's  Island  guard  will,  a  fortiori,  be  more  than  strong 
enough  to  overpower  and  capture  a  fraction  of  a  company  of  artil- 
lery (a  landing  being  made  on  some  point  on  the  shore  to  the  east- 
ward). It  will  be  a  difficult  and  expensive  matter  to  make  the  bat- 
tery or  epaulement  itself  an  impassable  obstacle,  and  unless  that  is 
done  there  is  no  use  in  closing  its  gorge.  Short  of  these  expensive 
measures,  a  strong  block-house  between  the  epaulement  and  the 
light-house  would  be  required. 

In  the  winter  of  1837,  during  the  "patriot  war,"  a  party  of  Amer- 
ican sympathizers  or  Canadian  refugees  crossed  from  near  the  west 
shore  of  Sandvisky  Bay  on  the  ice  to  Point  Pelee  Island.  They 
were  there  met  by  a  body  of  British  troops  coming  from  the  Cana- 
dian shore  (also  on  the  ice),  and  a  skirmish  occurred.  This  suggests 
a  species  of  raid  upon  Johnson's  Island  within  the  bounds  of  proba- 
bility, and  makes  more  important  the  intended  increase  of  the  per- 
manent guard,  especially  during  the  winter  months. 

As  to  raids  having  the  object  of  destruction  of  property,  I  will 
mention,  to  illustrate  my  opinions  as  tq  defensive  works,  what  seems 
to  me  one  of  the  most  feasible.  From  the  pier  and  harbor  of  Buffalo 
to  the  Canadian  shore  the  distance  is  not  more  than  2  miles.  Two 
hundred  bold  men  might  conspire  to  meet  on  this  Canadian  shore, 
have  three  or  four  boats  ready  to  embark  in  the  night,  land  in  the 
harbor,  and,  proceeding  from  one  end  to  the  other,  set  fire  to  all  the 
elevators,  shipping,  &c.  Against  such  a  proceeding  defensive  works 
would  be  useless,  or  nearly  so;  for  if  we  suppose  batteries  on  the 
pier  and  shore,  and  a  watch  so  perfect  that  the  hostile  approach 
could  not  be  made  unobserved  (a  thing  really  impossible),  it  would 
only  increase  somewhat  the  risks  to  the  raiders  by  causing  a  landing 
at  a  more  remote  point.  The  end  of  the  lake  near  Buffalo  is  fre- 
quently bridged  by  ice,  suggesting  another  way  of  operating  a  raid 
of  this  character. 

At  Cleveland,  Erie,  Dunkirk,  Toledo,  and  Sandusky,  the  most 
obvious  methods  of  raiding  would  not  differ  much  in  general  char- 
acter, though  perhaps  each  place  would  suggest  somewhat  different 
means  of  operating.  Toledo,  Sandusky,  and  Dunkirk  may  be  ap- 
proached by  ice  in  winter.  Cleveland  and  Erie  probably  cannot. 
W  hile  defensive  works  would  not  be  a  protection,  all  that  they  could 
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do  would  be  accomplished  by  rifled  field  artillery.  At  every  point 
mentioned  there  are  exceedingly  favorable  locations  for  a  field  bat- 
tery to  act  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter  the  harbors,  and  such  a 
battery,  instead  of  being  fixed,  could  ply  to  any  point  where  a  landing 
might  be  threatened. 

In  conclusion,  I  consider  the  way  to  "guard  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio  against  hostile  raids  from  Canada"  is 
by  home  guards  and  not  defensive  works.  Artillery  companies 
should  be  organized,  supplied  with  field  artillery  (if  not  already 
done),  at  the  following  places,  viz:  Buffalo,  Erie,  Cleveland,  and 
Toledo,  and  battalions  or  regiments  of  State  militia  should  be  or- 
ganized at  all  the  places  I  have  named,  and  kept  in  a  complete  state 
of  drill  and  efficiency;  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  and  the 
mayors  of  the  several  towns  mentioned  shoiild  be  informed  that 
upon  their  own  vigilance  mainly  miist  repose  the  security  of  their 
property.  In  conjunction  with  these  measures  by  the  State  author- 
ities, it  would  be  advisable  to  employ  a  few  intelligent  men  of  the 
right  sort  to  spend  their  time  mainly  in  Canada  and  the  provinces, 
keeping  themselves  informed  of  what  is  going  on  along  the  lake  and 
river  shores,  and  so  far  as  practicable  of  what  is  taking  place  among 
the  secessionists  themselves  and  their  Canadian  or  provincial  sym- 
pathizers. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  much  useful  information  and  assistance  in 
making  my  examinations  from  Colonel  Bliss,  of  Governor  Tod's  staff, 
whom  the  Governor  kindly  directed  to  accompany  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Brigadier- General,  &c. 


Beverly, 

December  26,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Commanding,  Cumberland  : 
I  will  move  toward  the  railroad  to-morrow.  From  the  fact  that 
Early  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  are  in  the  department,  I  think  it  highly 
important  that  my  mounted  force  should  be  taken  into  the  valley 
as  soon  as  possible.  Will  you  order,  cars  for  my  transportation  to  be 
at  Webster  on  Tuesday,  29th  instant  ?  I  will  endeavor  to  reach  Cum- 
berland to-morrow  night  myself. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. ' 


Headquarters  Fiest  Corps, 

December  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
In  my  orders  of  22d  instant  from  your  headquarters,  I  am  directed 
to  "  throw  forward  a  brigade  close  up  to  the  cavalry  at  Mitchell's 
Station."  In  accordance  with  these  orders,  a  brigade  was  posted 
there.  I  now  find  that  the  cavalry  which  I  supposed  to  be  at  that 
point  are  about  l-J  miles  to  the  rear,  though  with  their  pickets  in 
iront.     General  Merritt  gives  as  a  reason  for  not  posting  his  cavalry 
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there  that  "the  ground  is  low,  clayey,  and  wet — the  animals  would 
be  over  ears  in  mud  and  water  in  a  very  short  time." 

This  report  is  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  my  troops 
there,  and  I  now  desire  to  ask,  if  possible,  that  they  be  allowed  to 
fall  back  to  the  high  ground  in  rear  of  the  station,  near  where  the 
cavalry  are  encamped. 
The  pickets  can  remain  to  the  front,  as  they  now  are. 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major- General,   Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  28,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 

Col.  John  P.  Taylor, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

Colonel  :  Mosby's  whole  command  was  ordered  to  rendezvous 
this  morning  at  Rector's  Cross-Roads  for  an  attack  to-night  on 
Colonel  Baker's  command.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  send  at  once  a  party  to  attack  him,  and  report  as  soon  as  they . 
return. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Warrenton, 

December  28,   1863. 
Captain  Weir: 

Your  message  of  4. 55  received  at  7  p.  m. ;  your  dispatch  by  or- 
derly at  7.30  p.  m.  Colonel  Kester,  with  500  men,  is  ordered  to  carry 
out  your  instructions.  This  number  comprises  nearly  all  my  avail- 
able force. 

D.  GARDNER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Division, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  December  28,  1863. 

Col.  J.  P.  McMahon, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  The  colonel  commanding  division,  in  consequence  of 
having  received  intimation  that  Mosby  is  about  making  an  attack 
on  the  camp  of  Colonel  Baker's  cavalry  this  night,  directs  that  you 
send  two  companies  of  infantry  on  the  road  between  here  and  Flint 
Hill,  in  order  to  intercept  him.  Your  men  will  patrol  the  road  in 
strong  force,  and  be  on  the  alert  in  case  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy. 
Let  them  be  careful  not  to  fire  into  our  own  men. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  LA  MOTTE, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

December  28,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  twelve  brigadier-generals  in  this  department,  and  about 
seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand  effective  troops.  Another  one  has 
just  been  sent  me  this  morning  without  application.  I  should  like 
permission  to  relieve  such  as  I  do  not  need. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


"Washington,  D.  C, 
December  29,  1863—12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

My  attention  has  been  called  by  the  War  Department  to  the  diffi- 
culty and  expense  of  foraging  so  large  a  number  of  animals  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  it  is  suggested  whether  a  part  of  the 
cavalry  cannot  be  subsisted  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  on  the  enemy, 
or  some  portion  of  the  animals  be  sent  where  food  can  be  supplied  at 
less  expense.     I  submit  the  matter  for  your  consideration. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


December  29,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Mereitt: 

General  French  reports  that  his  picket  officer  reports  the  enemy's 
pickets  on  the  Sperry ville  road,  and  that  a  reconnoitering  party  of 
the  enemy  was  also  observed.  Is  one  of  your  brigades  on  that  road? 
Have  you  pickets  and  patrols  on  it?  The  major-general  command- 
ing directs  that  you  send  out  immediately  and  ascertain  what  force 
of  the  enemy  are  there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Warrenton, 
December  29,  1863—4  p.  m. 
H.  C.  Weir, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps  : 

Colonel  Kester,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  has  just  returned  from 
his  scout,  agreeably  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th.  He  reports, 
having  captured  at  Rectortown  100  suits  clothing  and  8  horses. 
The  enemy  in  two  charges  on  the  rear  guard  were  repulsed,  and 
owing  to  the  fleetness  of  their  horses  escaped.  I  will  send  his  report 
to-morrow. 

D.  GARDNER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade, 
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Cumberland,  Md,,  December  30,  1863—7  p.  m. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  telegram  just  received.     I  have  ordered  Averell's 
command  to  move  by  railroad  to  Martinsburg.     We  will  be  in  readi- 
ness for  Early: 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 

December  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.   F.  Kelley: 

Nine  deserters  from  the  valley,  just  in,-  report  General  Early,  with  9,000  men, 
between  New  Market  and  Mount  Jackson.  Eosser  has  700  men;  Imboden  1,500 
men.  Great  dissatisfaction  among  the  rebels.  These  deserters  heard  the  President's 
proclamation  and  required  oath  with  ^eat  surprise,  and  declared  if  it  was  printed 
and  circulated  thousands  would  come  into  our  lines. 

JEE.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-GeneraJ. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Martinsburg,  Va., 

December  30,  1863. 
Capt.  William  M.  Boone, 

A.  A.  G.,  1st  Div.,  Dept.  W.  Va.,  Harper- s  Ferry,  Va.: 
My  scout  from  Shanghai  came  in  yesterday  at  4  p.  m.  The  scout 
to  Winchester  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Bunker  Hill  last  night.  I 
received  intelligence  from  Back  Creek  yesterday  evening,  which 
seemed  to  be  creditable,  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  30  in  number, 
under  command  of  Captain  Ross,  of  Gilmor's  command,  were  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Tomahawk  at  sunset  yesterday.  I  accordingly 
sent  Major  Morris,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio,  to  throw  for- 
ward strong  parties  from  Back  Creek  and  North  Mountain  before 
daylight  this  morning,  and  sent  Captain  McDonald,  Twelfth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  with  40  men,  to  Captain  Henry  at  Bunker  Hill, 
and  to  proceed  immediately  down  the  Green  Spring  road,  via  Shang- 
hai, to  Tomahawk,  scouring  the  Back  Creek  Valley;  and  I  am  in 
hopes  they  will  make  some  captures. 

Six  deserters,  from  White's  and  Gilmor's  commands,  were  sent  in 
last  night  from  Winchester,  by  Captain  Henry.  They  are  intelli- 
gent men,  and  represent  these  commands  to  be  very  much  dissatis- 
fied, and  anxious  to  desert,  but  are  afraid  to  do  so,  as  they  believe 
if  they  do  they  will  be  put  into  our  service.  Frequent  parties  to 
Winchester  may  succeed  in  dispelling  them  of  this  idea.  They  (Gil- 
mor  and  White)  are  represented  to  be  in  camp  near  Mount  Jackson. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RODGERS, 

Colonel.  Commanding. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December,  31,  1863— noon. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  received  from  General  Sullivan.     I  am  pushing 
Averell's  command  to  Martinsburg  as  rapidly  as  possible.     My  in- 
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f antry  is  so  scattered  in  the  western  portion  of  my  department  that 
I  cannot  concentrate  any  considerable  force  at  once.  May  I,  there- 
fore, suggest  that  two  or  three  regiments  of  infantry  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  be  sent  from  Washington  or  Baltimore  to  Sullivan,  if  neces- 
sary: 

Haepee's  Feeey,  W.  Va., 

December  31,  1863—2.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

Information  from  deserters  and  my  own  scouting  party  teaches  me  to  think  that 
General  Early  will  make  an  attack  on  some  point  near  us  within  twenty-four  hours. 
He  was  at  Strasburg,  and  expected  to  reach  Winchester  to-night.  Can  AvereU's 
forces  be  hurried  here  ?    Early  is  reijorted  to  be  about  6,000  strong. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Br^adier-Oeneral. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Camden  Station, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  December  31,  1863. 
MaJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief,  and 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War:      , 

General  Sullivan  has  information  that  the  enemy  is  at  Winchester, 
under  command  of  Early,  and  General  Averell  advises  us  to  keep 
our  rolling  stock  in  hand  to  move  if  necessary.  I  trust  the  forces 
that  can  be  concentrated  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  de- 
stroying our  communications.  I  know  your  interest  in  doing  all 
that  is  possible  for  the  protection  of  this  important  line. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 
President  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 


War  Department, 
December  31,  1863—3.45  p.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett,  Esq., 

Baltimore  : 
Please  have  your  trains,  &c. ,  in  readiness  for  rapid  movement  of 
troops  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  west,  if  necessity  should  re- 
quire.    Suspend  everything  that  may  interfere  with  this  object 
within  the  next  twelve  hours. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington  City, 
December  31,  1863—4  p.  In. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
'  Has  any  intelligence  of  Early's  movements  been  received  since  I 
left  ?  General  Kelley  reports  him  advancing  on  Winchester  with 
6,000  men.  Arrangements  must  be  made  and  the  necessary  orders 
issued  to  have  a  division  of  cavalry  and  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Notify  General  Ingalls 
and  Mr.  Devereux  to  be  ready  to  transport  troops  by  rail  from  camp 
to  Alexandria, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  31,  1863—4  p.  m. 

Maior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Direct  a  strong  brigade  from  the  Sixth  Corps  to  be  immediately 
sent  here  by  rail;  the  commander  to  report  to  Major-General  Augur 
by  telegraph  for  orders. 

Direct  General  Pleasonton  to  immediately  send  a  division  of  cav- 
alry into  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  cut  off,  if  practicable,  the  retreat 
of  Early's  command  reported  at  Winchester  to-day.  The  division 
now  in  rear,  Gregg's,  will  probably  be  the  one  most  available.  A 
portion  of  Merritt  s,  say  one  brigade,  should  be  sent  to  hold  the  prin- 
cipal points  now  held  by  Gregg. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


December  31,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

A  dispatch  from  Major-General  Meade  just  received.  He  orders 
that  a  strong  brigade  from  the  Sixth  Corps  be  sent  immediately  by 
rail  to  Washington;  it  is  wanted  for  immediate  service  in  connection 
with  the  enemy,  who,  under  General  Early,  are  in  Winchester  to-day. 
The  commander  of  the  brigade  will  report  immediately  by  telegraph 
to  General  Augur  at  Washington  for  orders.  Hold  two  divisions 
ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  by  rail  or  otherwise. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


December  31,  1863 — 5.45  p.  m. 

(Received  9.20.p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade, 

Washington : 

Your  two  dispatches  were  received  together  half  an  hour  ago;  the 
orders  have  been  all  issued  and  the  brigade  will  leave  to-night. 
The  two  divisions  of  infantry  (excepting  one  brigade)  will  be  held 
ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  the  arrangements  for  their 
transport  made.  No  intelligence  respecting  General  Early  has  been 
received  since  you  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


December  31,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade, 

Washington : 

The  brigade,  2,000  strong,  General  Wheaton  commanding,  is  on  its 
way  to  Brandy  Station,  and  will  leave  there  immediately  upon  ar- 
riving. The  two  divisions  of  infantry  (less  this  brigade)  are  ready 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice, with  a  due  proportion  of  artillery,  and 
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such  parts  of  their  trains  as  may  be  required,  or  without  any  trains. 
As  the  dispatches  did  not  mention  whether  they  would  move  by  rail 
or  into  the  Upper  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  from  here,  I  gave  di- 
rections that  would  meet  both  cases. 

Please  let  me  know  in  regard  to  it,  lest  preparations  for  moving 
so  many  men  by  railroad  might  interfere  with  the  transport  of  the 
brigade.     It  should  not  do  so,  but  might. 

General  Merritt  reports  that  4  deserters  (conscripts)  from  the 
Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Hoke's  brigade,  Early's  division,  came 
in  to-day.  They  say  they  heard  that  part  of  Ewell's  corps  had  gone 
to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  winter,  confirming  the  composition  of 
Early's  present  command. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington, 
December  31,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Arviy  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  two  telegrams  received.  Later  intelligence  from  General 
Kelley  would  show  that  Early  had  not  advanced  beyond  Woodstock. 
I  do  not  think  the  divisions  of  infantry  will  be  required.  The  move- 
ments of  the  cavalry  should  be  predicated  on  the  information  now 
sent;  that  is,  ascertain  whether  Early  contemplates  or  is  making  a 
raid  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railway,  or  whether  he  is  stationary 
between  New  Market  and  Woodstock.  I  shall  leave  for  headquar- 
ters at  9  a.  m.  to-morrow;  have  my  ambulance  at  the  depot. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

December  31,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  movement  ordered  by  you  yesterday,  viz,  the  con- 
centration of  Robinson's  division  at  Cedar  Mountain,  is  unavoidably 
postponed  until  a  change  of  weather.  In  the  meantime,  permit  me 
to  request  that  the  cavalry  should  so  picket  and  scout  the  roads  lead- 
ing from  Madison  Court-House  and  running  to  the  north  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  and  likewise  the  roads  from  Raccoon  Ford,  by  which 
Cedar  Mountain  could  be  turned,  as  to  give  timely  notice  to  com- 
manding officer  at  the  mountain  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy  in 
force.  General  Pleasonton's  instructions  to  his  cavalry,  based  upon 
a  previous  disposition  of  the  First  Corps,  might  now  require  a  slight 
modification,  though  an  important  one,  of  his  pickets.  All  I  desire 
is  that  the  commanding  officer  at  Cedar  Mountain  may  get  timely 
notice,  as  the  lookout  on  Cedar  Mountain  is  useless  in  hazy  weather. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 
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ClKCULAK."]  HeADQUABTERS  ARMY   OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Office  of  the  Pbovost-Marshal-General, 

December  31,  1863. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  all  newspaper  correspondents  connected  with  this  army- 
are  prohibited  from  publishing,  or  causing  to  be  published,  the  num- 
ber or  designation  of  regiments  re-enlisting  in  the  army,  or  leaving 
the  same,  the  number  of  re-enlistments,  or  the  number  of  men  being 
furloughed. 

Corps  provost-marshals  are  directed  to  see  that  the  newspaper 
correspondents  in  their  respective  corps  are  notified  of  the  above 
order. 

Assistant  adjutant-generals  of  independent  commands  are  re- 
quested to  see  that  a  copy  of  this  circiuar  is  furnished  to  any  cor- 
respondent connected  with  their  respective  departments. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  December  31,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.  : 
Have  you  any  positive  information  iu  regard  to  the  rebel  force  at 
Winchester?    Is  it  cavalry? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va., 
December  31,  1863 — 4  p.  m.     (Received  5  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 
The  information  of  last  night  is  not  correct.  My  ciavalry  are 
to-day  in  Winchester,  and  sent  to  Strasburg,  with  orders  to  bring 
back  reliable  news.  The  rebel  force  is  said,  by  deserters,  to  be  two 
brigades  of  infantry  and  about  2,500  cavalry,  under  Imboden,  Rosser, 
White,  and  others,  all  commanded  by  Early.  I  do  not  apprehend 
the  least  danger  of  an  attack.  The  Shenandoah  is  so  high  that  they 
will  not  venture  lower  down  than  New  Market.  I  will,  under  per- 
mission from  General  Kelley,  keep  you  advised ,  of  any  movements 
that  seem  important.  ■ 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

War  Department, 
December  31,  1863—8  p.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett,  Esq.,  Baltimore: 

It  was  designed  to  forward  troops  to  Harper's  Ferry.  The  latest 
information  from  General  Sullivan  reports  no  enemy  at  Winchester, 
or  any  nearer  than  Woodstock.  It  will  be  well,  however,  to  guard 
the  valley  with  a  larger  force,  and  transportation  for  1,500  men 
from  here  to  Harper's  Ferry  should  be  ready  here  by  to-morrow  noon. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  December  31,  1863. 
Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General:  It  is  possible  that  General  Kelley  may  ask  for  two  oi- 
three  regiments  and  some  batteries  to  be  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  via 
railroad.  General  Meade  will  send  up  a  brigade  from  his  army  to 
report  to  you  for  this  purpose,  and  General  Barry  will  have  the  bat- 
teries in  readiness.  If  the  demand  should  be  pressing  from  General 
Kelley,  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  send  him  some  infantry  in  advance 
of  the  arrival  of  the  brigade  from  General  Meade.  No  troops  will 
be  sent  forward  unless  further  demands  are  made  from  General 
Kelley  or  Harper's  Ferry. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Cumberland, 
December  31,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Couch, 

Chambersburg  : 

Your  telegrani  of  yesterday  received,  and  this  morning  received 
the  order  from  the  War  Department.  General  Sullivan  reports  that 
General  Early  is  moving  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with  a  large 
force,  and  was  last  night  between  Strasburg  and  Winchester.  I  will 
therefore  be  compelled  to  detain  Colonel  Boyd's  command  until 
further  developments,  but  will  send  it  the  earliest  moment  I  can 
safely  spare  it.  I  presume  the  best  route  for  him  to  take  will  be 
by  Hagerstown,  as  he  is  now  near  Harper's  Ferry.  . 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  West  Virginia, 

No.  24.  \  Cumberland,  Md.,  December  31,  1863. 

I.  The  troops  of  the  First  Separate  Brigade  will  hereafter  consti- 
tute the  Fourth  Division  of  this  department. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  command  the 
Fourth  Division. 

II.  Capt.  Horace  Turner,  commissary  of  subsistence,  volunteers, 
is  announced  as  inspecting  commissary  of  this  department. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley  ; 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  18th  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C, 

Fortress  Monroe',  December  31,  1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Wild  was  dispatched 
by  my  order  upon  an  expedition  with  two  regiments  of  colored  troops 
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into  the  northeastern  counties  of  North  Carolina.  Our  navigation 
on  the  Dismal  Svramp  Canal  had  been  interrupted,  and  the  Union 
inhabitants  plundered  by  the  guerrillas. 

General  Wild  took  the  most  stringent  measures,  burning  the 
property  of  some  of  the  officers  of  guerrilla  parties,  and  seizing  the 
wives  and  families  of  others  as  hostages  for  some  of  his  negroes  that 
were  captured,  and  appears  to  have  done  his  work  with  •  great 
thoroughness,  but  perhaps  with  too  much  stringency.  The  effect 
has  been,  however,  that  the  people  of~  Pasquotank,  Currituck, 
Camden,  Perquimans,  and  Chowan  Counties  have  assembled,  and  all 
passed  resolutions  similar  to  those  which  I  inclose,  which  were  passed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Pasquotank  County,  and  three  of  the  counties 
have  sent  committees  to  me  with  their  resolutions.  These  resolu- 
tions are  signed  by  523  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  an  average 
vote  being  800,  and  every  prominent  man,  I  am  informed  by  the 
committee  who  presented  them,  that  had  not  signed  them  had  left 
and  gone  across  the  lines. 

The  guerrillas  have  also  been  withdrawn  from  these  counties,  to 
the  relief  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  have  promised  the  committees  of  the  several  counties  that  so  long 
as  they  remain  quiet,  keep  out  the  guerrillas,  and  stop  blockade 
running,  that  they  shall  be  afforded  all  jjossible  protection  by  us, 
and  be  allowed  to  bring  their  products  into  Norfolk  and  receive 
goods  in  exchange. 

Until  I  can  get  sufficient  force  organized  to  make  it  safe  to  throw 
my  lines  around  them,  I  have  further  informed  them  I  shall  not 
require  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  think  we  are  much  indebted  to  General  Wild  and  his  negro 
troops  for  what  they  have  done,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  record  that 
while  some  complaints  are  made  of  the  action  authorized  by  General 
Wild  against  the  inhabitants  and  their  property,  yet  all  the  com- 
mittees agree  that  the  negro  soldiers  made  no  unauthorized  inter- 
ferences with  property  or  persons,  and  conducted  themselves  with 
propriety. 

I  find  betweeii  some  of  the  officers  in  this  department  in  com- 
mand of  white  soldiers,  a  considerable  degree  of  prejudice  against 
the  colored  troops,  and  in  some  cases  impediments  have  been  thrown 
in  the  way  of  their  recruiting,  and  they  interfered  with  on  their 
expeditions.  This  I  am  investigating,  and  shall  punish  with  the 
most  stringent  measures,  trusting  and  believing  my  action  will  be 
sustained  by  the  Department.  I  also  find  some  incompetent  officers 
in  the  negro  regiments.  The  Board  of  Examination  cannot  always 
develop  the  character  of  the  officer,  although  it  may  make  some 
possible  guess  at  his  requirements. 

I  shall  take  leave,  therefore,  to  report  for  dismissal  those  who  in 
my  judgment,  upon  investigation,  are  not  fit  for  the  service.  The 
negro  troops,  to  have  a  fair  chance,  ought  to  have  first-class  officers, 
for  from  their  habits  of  obedience  and  discipline,  they  are  more  apt 
to  depend  upon  their  officers  than  are  white  soldiers.   . 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  *  a  copy  of  General  Wild's  report,  and  also 
the  original  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Pasquotank. 
•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

BENJ,  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

*8eePartI,  p.  911.  -        -      -^ 
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[Inclosure.l 
PETITION    OF    623    CITIZENS    OF    PASQUOTANK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Pasquotank  County,  N.  C. ,  held 
at  the  court-house  in.  Elizabeth  City,  December  19,  1863,  Dr.  Will- 
iam G.  Pool  being  called  to  the  chair  and  Isaiah  Fearing  selected 
secretary,  a  committee  consisting  of  George  W.  Brooks,  John  C. 
Ehringhause,  R.  F.  Overman,  William  H.  Clark,  and  (by  motion) 
William  G.  Pool  were  appointed  to  present  suitable  matter  for  the 
action  of  this  meeting. 

Being  called  upon,  George  W.  Brooks,  chairman,  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  and 
enthusiastically  adopted: 

Whereas  the  county  of  Pasquotank  has  suffered  immensely  since  the  fall  of 
Roanoke  Island,  mthout  aid  or  protection  from  any  source ;  and  whereas  we  have 
been  lately  visited,  by  order  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  by  such  force  and 
imder  such  circumstances  as  to  cause  universal  panic  and  distress ;  and  whereas 
we  have  been  assured  by  General  E.  A.  Wild,  in  command  of  this  force,  that  he 
will  continue  to  operate  here,  even  to  the  destruction,  if  necessary,  of  every  species  of 
property  for  the  purpose  of  "  ridding  this  county  of  partisan  rangers ; "  and  whereas 
we  believe  that  these  rangers  cannot  be  of  any  service  to  us,  but  that  their  further 
presence  here  wiU  bring  upon  us  speedy  and  inevitable  ruin ;  and  whereas  we  are 
promised  to  be  "  let  alone  if  these  rangers  be  removed  or  disbanded  and  return 
quietly  home,  and,  further,  if  that  species  of  business  known  as  "  blockade  running  " 
be  desisted  from  :  Therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts  and  of  this  condition  of  tilings. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  petition  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, satisfied  that  you  cannot  protect  us  with  any  force  at  your  conunand,  to 
remove  or  disband  these  few  rangers  ;  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  we  denounce  that  species  of  business  carried  on  here  by  private 
citizens  for  private  gain  known  as  "  blockade  running,"  and  tliat  we  will  hereafter 
use  our  best  efforts  to  suppress  such  trade. 

On  motion,  Barney  Berry,  Dr.  J.  J.  Shannonhouse,  John  D.  Mark- 
ham,  Thomas  I.  Murden,  B.  F.  Whitehurst,  Timothy  Hunter,  Frank 
Vaughan,  and  D.  D.  Raper,  being  one  from  each  captain's  district 
in  the  county,  were  appointed  to  obtain  the  signature  of  every  male 
citizen  in  the  county  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  this  appli- 
cation to  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  and  to 
General  B.  F.  Butler. 

On  motion,  Jerry  Wilcox  and  C.  L.  Cobb  were  appointed  to  fur- 
nish to  the  above  committee,  from  the  census  returns  and  other 
sources,  the  names  of  all  white  males  in  this  county  above  the  ages 
of  eighteen  years. 

On  motion,  William  H.  Clark,  Dr.  J.  J.  Shannonhouse,  and  Rich- 
ard B.  Creecy  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bear  these  proceedings 
to  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  ask  their 
immediate  attention  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  George  W.  Brooks,  George 
D.  Pool,  and  John  J.  Grandy  was  appointed  to  bear  the  proceed- 
ings to  General  B.  F.  Butler,  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  to  learn  of  him 
whether  the  removal  of  partisan  rangers  from  this  county,  and  the 
ceasing  of  all  persons  in  this  county  to  run  the  blockade,  will  secure 
us,  through  him,  from  raids  by  United  States  forces  through  this 
county  and  the  further  destruction  of  our  property. 

On  motion,  George  W.  F.  Dashiel  and  Reuben  F.  Overman  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  raise  funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
committee  to  Raleigh  and  Fort  Monroe. 

On  motion,  the  following  persons  were  appointed  to  bear  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  this  meeting  to  the  following  counties,  viz  :  Charles  C. 
Pool,  to  Chowan ;  Andrew  J.  Perry,  to  Gates ;  John  H.  Perry,  to 
Perquimans ;  J.  B.  Shaw,  to  Camden ;  and  C.  L.  Cobb,  to  Currituck. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  be  called  together  by  the 
chairman  whenever  he  might  deem  it  advisable. 

(Signed  by  W.  G.  Pool,  chairman;  Isaiah  Fearing,  secretary; 
Benoni  Cartright,  John  W.  Graves,  Jesse  M.  Rhodes,  Charles 
Meeds,  Marmaduke  Rhodes,  James  Gannon,  Barney  Perry,  et  al.) 

Elizabeth  City,  December  26,  1863. 
I  certify  on  honor  that  the  above  list  of  names  is  a  true  copy,  as 
handed  to  me  by  each  committee  from  each  district. 

ISAIAH  FEARING, 

Secretary. 


Abstract  from  return  of  tlie  Army  of  tlie  Potomac,  Maj.  Oen.  John  Sedgivick, 
XJ.  8.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Commaiid. 


General  headquarters  a . 

En^eer  troops 

Artillery  Reserve 

First  Army  Corps 

Second  Army  Corps 

Third  Army  Corps 

Fifth  Army  Corps 

Sixth  Army  Corps 

Cavalry  Corps 


Total. 3,703    78,011     94,151   146,208 


Present  for 
duty. 


E 
o 


71 
37 
85 
516 
687 
655 
582 
676 
494 


743 
1,041 
2,649 
11,081 
10,505 
14,638 
11,036 
13,429 
12,869 


in 


947 
1,858 
3,015 
13,443 
12,382 
17,474 
12,914 
16,630 
16,088 


to 


1,970 
1,843 
3,501 
21,161 
22,340 
26,294 
19,618 
28,558 
25,923 


Recesof 
artillery. 


78 
28 
31 
46 
32 


291 


a  Includes  staff,  provost-^ard,  and  signal  corps. 


Organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Sedg- 
luich,  U.  S.  Army*  commanding,  December  31,  1863. 


GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 
PKOTOST  aUABD. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mabsena  R.  Patrick. 

1st  Maryland  Cavalry,  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Cook. 
80th  New  York  (30th  Militia),  Col.  Theodore  B.  Gates. 
93d  New  York,  Maj.  Samuel  McConihe. 
1st  U.  S.  Cavalry  (squadron),  Capt.  Isaac  R.  Dunkelberger. 
2d,  5th,  and  6th  United  States  and  1st  Maine  Cavalry  (detachments  from). 

ENGINEER  BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Benham. 

15th  New  York  (battaUon),  Mai.  William  A.  Ketchum. 
50th  New  York,  Col.  William  H.  Pettes. 

Battalion  U.  S.  Engineers. 

Capt.  Charles  N.  Turnbull. 


*Maj.  Gen.  Gee 
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ORDNANCE  DETACHMENT. 

Lieut.  Morris  Schatp. 

GUARDS  AND  ORDERLIES. 

Oneida  (New  York)  Cavalry,  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Mann. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Capt.  Lemuel  B.  Norton. 

FIRST  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Newton. 

ESCORT. 

4th  and  16th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (detachments),  Capt.  Robert  A.  Robinson. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lysander  Cutler. 

Second  Brigade. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  W.  Robinson. 

19th  Indiana,  Maj.  John  M.  Lindley. 
24th  Michigan,  Col.  Henry  A.  Morrow. 
1st  New  York  Sharpshooters  (battalion), 

Capt.  Joseph  S.  Arnold. 
2d   Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col^  John  Mans- 
field. 
6th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Edward  S.  Bragg. 
7th  Wisconsin,  Maj. Mark  Finnicum. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Rice. 

7th  Indiana,  Col.  Ii'a  G.  Grover. 
76th  New  York,   Lieut.  Col.  John  E. 

Cook. 
84th  New  York  (14th  Mihtia),  Col.  Ed- 
ward B.  Fowler. 
9oth  New  York,  Maj.  Edward  Pye. 
147th  New  York,  Col.  Francis  C.  MiUer. 
56th  Pennsylvania,    Col.    J.    William 
Hofmann. 


Brig. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  F.  McCoy. 


SECOND  division. 

Gren.  John  C.  Robinson. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Baxter. 


16th  Maine,  Maj.  Archibald  D.  Leavitt. 

13th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Wal- 
ter Batchelder. 

39th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
L.  Peirson. 

94th  New  York,  Maj.  Samuel  A.  Mof- 

fett. 
104th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  John  R. 

Strang. 
107th  Pennsylvania,     Maj.     Henry    J. 
Sheafer. 


12th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Charles  W. 
Ha.stings. 

83d  New  York  (9th  Militia),  Col.  Joseph 
A.  Moesch. 

97th  New  York,  Col.  Charles  Wheelock. 

11th  Pennsylvania,  Maj. John  B.  Keenan. 

88th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  S.  Stee- 
ple. 

9Dtli  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
A.  Leech. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Langhorne  Wister. 

121st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Alex- 
ander Biddle. 

142d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred 
B.  McCabnont. 

143d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  D. 
Musser. 

149th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Walton 
Dwight. 

150th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  S. 
Huidekoper. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Col.  Nathan  T.  Dushane.* 

Secmid  Brigade. 


Lieut.  Col.  Charles  E.  Phelps. 

1st  Maryland,  Capt.    Robert   W.   Rey- 
nolds. 
4th  Maryland,  Capt.  J.  Bailey  Orem. 
7th  Maryland,  Capt.  Edward  M.  Mobley. 
8th  Maryland,  Capt.  Charles  T.  Dixon. 


*Brig.  Gen.  John  R.  Kenly  temporarily  absent. 
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ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Col.  Charles  S.  Wainwright. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens. 

Maryland  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  James  H.  Rigby. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Mink. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Batteries  E  and  L,  Capt.  Gilbert  H.  Reynolds. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  James  H.  Cooper. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  James  Stewart. 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock. 

ESCORT. 

10th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  M,       )   t  ■     j.  t>  i.    j.  t. 
13th  Pennsylvania  Cavahy,  Company  G,  \  ^'^^*-  ^"^^  Brown. 

first  division. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Caldwell. 


First  Brigade. 
CoL  H.  Boyd  McKeen. 

36th  Michigan,  Col.  Judson  S.  Farrar. 

61st  New  York,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Mor- 
rison. 

81st  Pennsylvania,    Maj.    Thomas    C. 

Harkness. 
140th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Fraser. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Patrick  Kelly. 
Col. 


Richard 


28th  Massachusetts, 

Byrnes. 

63d   New  York,  Capt.  Peter  T.  Boyle, 
f  69th  New  York  (detachment). 
88th  New  York,  Capt.  Patrick  Ryder. 
116th  Pennsylvania    (battalion),     Capt. 
Garrett  Nowlen. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Fxvh  Frank. 

52d   New  York,*  Maj.  Henry  M.  Kar- 

57th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.   Alford  B. 

Chapman. 
66th  New  York,  Lieut.   Col.   John   S. 

Hammell. 
148th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George 

A.  Fairlamb. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  William  P.  Baily. 

2d   Delaware,  Lieut.   Col.    David   L. 
Strieker. 
64th  New  York,  Maj.  Leman  W.  Brad- 
ley. 
53d   Pennsylvania  (seven    companies), 

Capt.  Archibald  F.  Jones. 
145th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.  Col.  David 

B.  McCreary. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  S.  Webb. 


Mrst  Brigade. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  W.  Hudson. 

Col.  Arthur  F.  Devereux. 

19th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W.  Cun- 

69th Pennsylvania,   Capt.    Patrick    S. 

ningham. 

Tinen. 

15th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Charles  H. 

71st   Pennsylvania.Col.  R.  Eenn  Smith. 

Eager. 

73d  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.     Alexander 

1st  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  P. 

McCuen. 

Adams. 

106th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut,  Col.  William 

83d    New    York     (2d     Militia),    Maj. 

h.  Curry. 

Thomas  W.  Baird. 

152d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 

Thompson. 

*  Detachment  7th  New  York  attached. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.   TUENER  G.  MOREHEAD. 

19th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Edmund  Rice. 

20th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  George  N.  Macy. 

7th  Michigan,  Col.  Norman  J.  Hall. 
43d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Lynch. 
59th  New  York  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  P.  Rugg. 

1st  Company  (Andrew)  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  Samuel  G.  Gilbreth. 

2d   Company  Minnesota  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  William  Harmon. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Hays. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  S.  Carroll. 

14th  Indiana,  Col.  John  Coons. 
4th  Ohio,  Maj.  Peter  Grubb. 
8th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Franklin  Sawyer. 
7th  West   Virginia    (battalion),    Capt. 
Isaac  B.  Fisher. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  J.  Powers. 

14th  Connecticut,    Col.     Theodore    G. 

Ellis. 
1st  Delaware,  Col.  Thomas  A.  Smyth. 
13th  New  Jersey,  Col.  J.  Howard  Wil- 

lets. 
10th  New  York  (battalion),  Maj.  George 

F.  Hopper. 
108th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E. 
Pierce. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Levin  Crandell. 

39th  New  York,  Capt.  Bernard  Bear. 
111th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  M.  Lusk. 
135th  New  York,  Capt.  Edward  P.  Jones. 
126th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Baird. 

ajrtillery  brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Albert  Monroe. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Samuel  A.  McCleUan. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  James  Thompson. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Irish. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Batteries  F  and  G,  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Brockway. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  William  A.  Arnold. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  John  G.  Hazard. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  C,  lieut.  Richard  Metcalf . 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gren.  William  H.  French. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Elijah  Walker. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis. 


57th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Peter  Sides. 
63d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  A. 
Danks. 
105th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Calvin  A.  Craig. 
110th  Pennsylvania  (battalion),  Maj.  Levi 

B.  Duff. 
114th  Pennsylvania,    Maj.    Edward    R. 

Bowen. 
141st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Henry  J.  MadiU. 


3d   Maine,  Maj.  WUham  C.  Morgan. 
4th  Maine,  Capt.  Edwin  Libby. 
20th  Indiana,  Col.  William  C.  L.  Taylor. 
86th  New  York,  Lieut  Col.    Jacob  H. 

Lansing. 
134th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  M. 

Cummins. 
99th  Pennsylvam'a,  Col.  Asher  S.  Leidy. 
2d   U.  S.  Sharpshooters,    Lieut.    Col. 
Homer  R.  Stoughton. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Bykon  E.  Pieece. 

17th  Maine,  Col.' George  W.  West. 

3d    Michigan,*  Maj.  Moses  B.  Houghton. 
68th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  W.  Greenawalt. 

1st  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Frank  E.  Marble. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  William  Blaisdell. 

1st  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Clark  B. 

Baldwin. 
11th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Porter  D. 

Tripp. 
16th  Massachusetts,  lieut.   Col.   Waldo 

Merriam. 
11th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Robert  McAllister. 
26th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  L. 

Bodine. 
84th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.  Col.    Milton 

Opp. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  William  R.  Brewster. 

70th  New  York,  Col.  J.  Egbert  Famum. 

71st  New  York,  Col.  Henry  L.  Potter. 

72d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Leon- 
ard. 

73d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  W. 
Burns. 

74th  New  York,  Maj.  Henry  M.  AUes. 
120th  New  York,  Maj.  John  R.  Tappen. 


TTiird  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Gershom  Mott. 

5th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Ashbel  W.  Angel. 
6th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  R.  Gilkyson. 
7th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  James  McKieman. 
8th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  "Virgil  M.  Healey. 
115th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Dunne. 


THIRD  DIVISIOK. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Cabr. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Morris. 

14th  New  Jersey,  Col.  William  S.  Truex. 
151st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Erwin  A. 

Bowen. 
10th  Vermont,  Maj.  Charles  G.  Chan- 
dler. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

6th  Maryland,  Maj.  Joseph  C.  Hill. 
110th  Ohio,  Capt.  WilUam  S.  McElwain. 
132d   Ohio,  Col.  William  H.  Ball. 
138th  Pennsylvania,    Capt.    George  W. 
Guss. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Benjamin  F.  Smith. 

106th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Townsend. 
126th  Ohio,  Capt.  George  W.  Voorhes. 

67th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  JohnF.  Staunton. 

87th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Stable. 


*  Detachment  5th  Michigan  and  4ftth  New  York  attached. 
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ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Capt.  O'Neil  W.  Robinson,  jr. 

Maine  Light,  4th  Battery  (D),  Capt.  O'Neil  W.  Robinson,  jr. 
Massachusetts  Light,  10th  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Henry  Sleeper. 
New  Hampshire  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  EdgeU. 
1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  A.  Judson  Clark. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  George  B.  Winslow. 
New  York  Light,  12th  Battery,  Capt.  George  F.  McKnight. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  K.  Bucklyn. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  Jolm  W.  Roder. 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gren.  George  Sykes. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

12th  New  York,  Companies  D  and  E,  Lieut.  Joseph  Hilton. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  Jacob  B.  Sweitzer. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  Gwyn. 

18th  Massacliusetts,  Maj.  Thomas  Wes- 
ton. 
32d   Massachusetts,    Maj.    Mason   W. 

Burt. 
1st  Michigan,  Maj.  George  C.  Hopper. 
118th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Henry  O'Neill. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Hull. 

9th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Patrick 

T.  Hanley. 
32d    Massachusetts,  Lieut.   Col.  Lutlier 

Stephenson,  jr. 
4th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 

Lumbard. 
62d    Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Samuel  Con- 
ner. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  Hayes. 

30th  Maine,  Maj.  Ellis  Spear. 
16th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Norval  E.  Welch. 
44th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Freeman  Conner. 
83d   Pennsylvania,  Maj.  William  H.  Lamont. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Sidney  Burbank. 

2d  United  States  (six  companies),  Capt. 

James  W.  Long. 
3d  United  States  (six  companies),  Capt. 

Richard  G.  Lay. 
11th  United  States  (six  companies),  Maj. 

Jonathan  W.  Gordon. 
12th  United  States,  Maj. Luther  B.Bruen. 
14th  United    States    (eight    companies), 

Capt.  Edward  McK.  Hudson. 
17th  United  States   (seven    companies), 

Capt.  Walter  B.  Pease. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Edgar  M.  Gregory. 

140th  New  York.  Col.  George  Ryan. 
146th  New  York,  Col.  David  T.  Jenkins. 
91st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph 

H.  Sinex. 
155th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.  Col.  Alfred 

L.  Pearson. 
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Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Crawford. 


[Cbap.  XLI. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  WlLUAM  McCANDLESS. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Col.  Will- 
iam C.  Talley. 

3d    Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
Patrick  McDonough. 

6th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Col.  Wel- 
lington H.  Ent.        tt 
11th  PennsylvaniaReserves,  Col.  Samuel 

M.  Jackson. 
13th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (1st  Rifles), 
Maj.  William  R.  Hartshome. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  W.  Fisher. 

5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 

George  Dare. 
9th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Maj. Charles 

Barnes. 
10th  Peimsylvania    Reserves,   Capt.   C. 

MiUer  Over. 
12th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
Richard  Gustin. 


ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Capt.  Almont  Barnes. 

Massachusetts  Light,  3d  Battery  (C),  Lieut.  Aaron  F.  Walcott. 

Massachusetts  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Charles  A.  Phillips. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Ela  H.  Clark. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gibbs. 

3d   United  States,  Batteries  F  and  K,  Lieut.  G«orge  F.  Barstow. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Benjamin  F.  Rittenhouse. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick. 

escort. 

1st  Vermont  Cavalry  (detachment),  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Grover. 

first  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

1st  New  Jersey,  Lieut.   Col.   William 
Henry,  jr. 

2d   New  Jersey,    Lieut.  Col.    Charles 
Wiebecke. 

3d   New  Jersey,  Maj.  WOUam  E.  Bryan. 

4th  New  Jersey,   Lieut.  Col.    Charles 

Ewing. 
15th  New  Jersey,  Col.  William  H.  Pen- 
rose. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Emory  Upton. 

5th  Maine,  Maj.  Aaron  S.  Daggett. 
131st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Olcott. 
95th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 

Carroll. 
96th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  WDUam 
H.  Lessig- 


Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark. 

6th  Maine,  Maj.  George  Fuller. 
49th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Hulings. 
119th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Henry  P.  Truefitt,  jr. 
5th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B.  CatUn. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albion  P.  Howe. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  O.  Seaveb. 
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2d    Vermont,  Col.  James  H.  Walbridge. 

3d  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  E.  Pin- 
gree.    ^ 

4th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  George  P.  Fos- 
ter. 

5th  Vermont  (battalion),  Capt.  Leonard 
D.  Tice. 

6th  Vermont,  Lieut.  CoL  Oscar  A.Hale. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Neill. 


7th  Maine  (six  companies),  Col.  Edwin 
C.  Mason. 

43d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  John  "Wil- 
son. 

49th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 
Johnson. 

77th  New  York,  Lieut.  CoL  Winsor  B. 
French. 

61st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
F.  Smith. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Heney  D.  Teery. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin.* 

65th  New  York,  Capt.  David  I.  Miln. 
67th  New  York,  Col.  Nelson  Cross. 
123d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus 

W.  Dwight. 
23d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 

Glenn. 
82d    Pennsvlvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M. 

Wetherill. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Eustis. 

7th  Massachusetts,    Col.    Thomas    D. 

Johns. 
10th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.   Joseph 

B.  Parsons. 
37th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 
2d   Rhode  Island,  Col.  Horatio  Rogers, 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 

62d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B.  Hamilton. 

93d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Long. 

98th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  John  F.  BaUier. 
102d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  W.  Patterson. 
139th  Pennsylvania,  lieut.  CoL  WiUiam  H.  Moody. 


ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Maj.  John  A.  Tompkins. 


Massachusetts  Light,  1st  Battery  (A),  Capt.  WiUiam  H.  McCartney. 
New  York  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt;  Andrew  Cowan. 
New  York  Light,  3d  Battery,  Capt.  WiUiam  A.  Ham. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Richard  Waterman. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Greorge  W.  Adams. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Fitzhugh. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  F,  lieut.  Alexander  J.  McDonald. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKJiight. 

*  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Shaler  temporarily  absent. 
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CAVALRY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasonton. 

HEADQUARTERS  GUARD. 

6th  United  States,  Capt.  Andrew  W.  Evans. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Mereitt. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  William  Gamble. 

8th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  David  R.  Clen- 
denin.  • 

3d  Indiana  (six  companies),  Maj.  Will- 
iam Patton. 

8th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilham  L. 
Markell. 


Second  Brigade. 
lieut.  Col.  George  S.  Nichols. 

4th  New  York,  Maj.  William  R.  Par- 

nell. 
6th  New  York,  Maj.  William  P.  Hall. 
9th  New  York,  Capt.  Wilber  G.  Bently. 
17th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Coe  Durland. 
3d  West  Virginia,   Companies  A  and 

C,  Maj.  Seymour  B.  Conger. 


Reserve  Brigade. 

Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 

19th  New  York  (Ist  Dragoons),  Maj.  Howard  M.  Smith. 
6th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Benoni  Lockwood. 
1st  United  States,  Capt.  Napoleon  B.  Sweitzer. 
2d  United  States,  Capt.  George  A.  Gordon. 
5th  United  States,  Capt.  Abraham  K.  Arnold. 

SECOND  division. 

Col.  John  P.  Taylor.* 


First  Brigade. 


Lieut.  Col.  David  Gardner. 

1st  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Benjamin  W. 

Crowninshield. 
1st  New  Jersey,  Lieut.    Col.  John  W. 

Kester. 
6th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Stedman. 
1st  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Alex.  Davidson. 
3d   Pennsylvania,  Maj.  James  W.Walsh. 
1st  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.. 

Thompson. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Charles  H.  Smith. 

Ist  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Boothby. 
10th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilham  Ir- 
vine. 
2d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Joseph  Steele. 
4th  Pennsylvania,     Maj.     George     H. 

Covode. 
8th  Pennsylvania,     Maj.     Joseph    W. 

Wistar. 
18th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  George  F.  Mc- 

Cabe. 
16th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  K. 
Robison. 

third  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  JuDSON  Kilpatrick. 

Headquarters  Guard. 

1st  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  A  and  C,  Capt.  Samuel  N.  Stanford, 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade, 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  Daties,  jr. 

2d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Otto  Har- 

haus. 
5th  New  York,  Maj.  Amos  H.  White. 
18th  Pennsylvania,     Col.    Timothy    M. 
Bryan,  jr. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custeb. 

1st  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  H.  Town. 

5th  Michigan,  Maj.  Stephen  P.  Purdy. 

6th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  E. 
Thompson. 

7th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  AUvne  C.  Litch- 
field. 

1st  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  Addison  W. 
Preston. 


*  Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg  temporarily  absent. 
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ARTILLERY.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Heney  J.  Hunt. 

AKTILLERY  EESERVE. 

Lieut.  Col.  J-oJMES  Brady. 

Second  Volunteer  Brigade. 


First  Volunteer  Brigade. 
Capt.  Wallace  Hill. 

Massachusetts  Light,  9th  Battery,  Capt. 

John  Bigelow. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt. 

Albert  S.  Sheldon. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  George 

W.  Norton. 
1st  West   Virginia    Light,    Battery    C, 

Lieut.  John  G.  Theis. 


Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy,  Battery  B,  Capt. 

Albert  F.  Brooker. 
1st  Connecticut  Heavy,  Battery  M,  Capt. 

Franklin  A.  Pratt. 
New  York    Light,   5th    Battery,   Capt. 

Elijah  D.  Taft. 


Third  Volunteer  Brigade. 

Maj.  Robert  H.  Fitzhugh. 

Maine  Light,  6th  Battery  (F),+  Capt.  Edwin  B.  Dow. 

1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  A,  C^t.  WiUiam  Hexamer. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  K,  Capt.  J.  E.  Burton  (11th  N.  Y.  Battery  attached). 

New  York  Light,  15th  Battery,  Capt.  Patrick  Hart. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  .Tohn  D.  Wilson. 

HORSE  ABTILLERY. 

First  Brigade. 

Capt.  James  M.  Robertson. 

New  York  Light,  6th  Battery,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Martin. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L,  Lieut.  Samuel  B.  Mclntire. 

2d  •  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  James  A.  Sayles. 

2d   United  States,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Carle  A.  Woodruff. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Frederick  A.  Fuger. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  Terrence  ReUy. 

Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  Dunbar  R.  Ransom. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  lYank  S.  French. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  I,   Capt.  Alanson  M.  Randol. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  John  Egan.| 

2d  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  John  H.  Calef.§ 

2d   United  States,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  WUUam  N.  Denni3on.§ 

3d  United  States,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Dunbar  R.  Ransom. 

Unattached. 

6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Absalom  Crookston. 

•All  organizations  of  artillery  except  the  reserve  will  be  found  in  the  rosters  of 
the  commands  with  which  they  served, 
t  Temporarily  attached  to  the  First  Army  Corps. 
i  Serving  with  Second  Cavalry  Division. 
§  Serving  with  First  CavaJiy  Division. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  Maj.  Gen.  Christopher 
C.  Augur,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 

1 

1 

n 

p 

f 

Command. 

1 
o 

a 
1 

■s 
s 

General  headquartersa       

26 

48 

143 

236 

5 

320 

183 

93 

83 

8 

6 

5 

37 

28 
1,215 
2,977 
6,697 

11 
5,178 
3,349 
1,398 
1,115 
136 

72 

90 
785 

48 

1,479 

4,379 

8,182 

16 

6,548 

4,566 

2,082 

6,209 

199 

144' 

106 

937 

50 

1,681 

5,297 

8,907 

16 

7,664 

5,913 

2,443 

5,608 

208 

169 

130 

983 

Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction            

70 

Defenses  North  of  the  Potomac 

432 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac 

445 

Tyler's  division 

6 
6 

T>iRt.rint  nf  Alp-'ran^n^v 

Camp  Convalescent,  &c 

TTnrt,  Wn-shinfrt/in  IVTrt 

73 

Glymont  Landing,  Md 

Mason's  Island,  D.  C 

Total . 

1,039 

23,040 

33,905 

39,069 

1,032 

a  Includes  Brigadier-Generals  Abercrombie  and  Weber,  and  staffs,  and  bemd  of  the  17th  U  S 
Infantry. 
6  And  1st  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry. 

Troops  in  the  Department  of  Washington  (Twenty-second  Army 
Corps),  Maj.  Gen.  Christopher  C.  Augur,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding, December  31,  1863. 

HEADQUAKTEES. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Abercrombie  and  staff. 
Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber  and  staff. 

LIGHT  AETILLEKY  CAMP  OF  INSTRUCTION.* 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Hall. 
Connecticut  Light,  3d  Battery,   Lieut. 

Walter  S.  Hotchkiss. 
Delaware  Light,  Nields  Battery,  Lieut. 

Charles  G.  Rumford. 
Maine  Light,  2d  Battery  (B),  Lieut.  Ben- 
jamin P.  Carr. 
Massachusetts  Light,   7th  Battery   (G), 

Lieut.  Wilbur  G.  McCurdy. 
New   Jersey  Light,  3d  Battery,   Capt. 

Christian  Woemer. 
New  Jersey  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt. 

George  T.  Woodbury. 
New  Jersey  Light,   5th  Battery,  Capt. 

Zenas  C.  Warren. 

DISTRICT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Mabtindale,  Military  Governor. 

9th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Col. 

George  W.  Gile. 
U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (fifteen  com- 

Sanies),  Lieut.  Col.  Fabian  Biy- 
olf. 
U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  Maj.  James 

G.  Benton. 
1st  District  Columbia    Cavalry,    Maj. 

Everton  J.  Conger. 
11th  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  James  B. 
Swain. 


Ist  New  York  light.  Battery  F,  Capt. 

William  R.  Wilson. 
New  York  Light,   19th  Battery,  Capt. 

Edward  W.  Rogers. 
New  York  Light,  33d  Battery,  Lieut.  J. 

De  Witt  Wood. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  H,Capt. 

Andrew  Fagan. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  H,  Lieut. 

Walter  M.  Knight. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  W. 

Butler  Beck. 
5th  United    States,   Battery   D,    Lieut. 

Samuel  Peeples. 


14th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Robert  Wil- 
son. 
153d  New  York,  Col. Edwin  P.Davis. 
37th  Pennsylvania,  Company  F,  Capt. 

John  M.  Carson. 
150th  Pennsylvania,  Company  K,  Capt. 
Thomas  Getchell. 


*Camps  Barry  and  MarshaU,    Brig.  G«n.  William  F.  Barry  was  chief  pf  artillery, 
defenses  of  Washington,  ^   v  »  v   «.  ; , 
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DEFENSES  NORTH  OF  THE  POTOMAC* 


Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  A.  Haskin. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Augustus  A.  Gibson. 

2d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 

Augustus  A.  Gibson. 
1st  VermontHeavyArtiUery,  Col.  James 

M.  Warner. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Lewis  O.  Moeris. 

1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Daniel 
Chaplin. 

7th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
Lewis  O.Morris. 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
Joseph  Welling. 

9th  New  York  Battery.Capt.  Emil  Schu- 
bert. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Alexander  Piper. 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  3d  Battalion,-)-  Maj.  Edward  P.Taft. 
10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Alexander  Piper. 


Provisional  Brigades. 

Maj.  Gen.  Silas  Casey. 

[No  troops.] 

defenses  south  of  the  POTOMAC,  t 

Brig.  Gen.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Thomas  E.  Tannatt. 

1st  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 

Thomas  R.  Tannatt. 
2d  New    York    Heavy    Artillery,    Col. 

Joseph  N.  G.  Whistler. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Henry  L.  Abbot. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
Henry  L.  Abbot. 

2d  Connecticut  Hea-vy  Artillery,  Lieut- 
Col.  EUsha  S.  Kellogg. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  John  C.  Tidball. 

4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  John 

C.  Tidball. 
16th  New  York  Cavaliy,  Company  D, 

Capt.  A.  Livingston  Washbume. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  Louis  Schirmer. 

15th  New  York    Heavy  Artillery,   Col- 
Louis  Schirmer. 
Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A, 
Maj.  Charles  C.  Meservey. 


•Troops  at  Advance  Battery  and  Forts  Baker,  Bunker  Hill,  Reno,  Simmons, 
Slocum,  and  Sumner. 

t  At  Fort  Foote.  ,  ,       ^  „    ,  ,    . 

t  Headquarters  at  Arlington ;  troops  at  Batteries  Garesche  and  Rodgers,  and  at 
Forts  Albany,  Barnard.  Bennett,  Berry,  Cass,  Corcoran,  Craig,  Ellsworth,  Ethan 
AUen,  Famsworth,  Haggerty,  Lyon,  Marcy,  O'Rorke  Reynolds  Richardson, 
Runyon,  C.  F.  Smith,  StrSng,  Tillinghast,  Ward,  Weed,  Whipple,  Willard,  WiUiams, 
Woodbury,  and  Worth. 

39  R  R— VOL  XXIX,  PT  II 
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TYLER'S  DIVISION.* 

Col.  Charles  M.  Alexander. 


Irish  Legion. 
Col.  James  P.  McIvor. 

183d  New  York  (69th  New  York  Na- 
tional Guard  Artillery),  Lieut. 
Col.  Thomas  M.  Reid. 

155th  New  York.  Col.  Hugh  C.  Flood. 

164th  New  York,  Col.  James  P.  Mc- 
Mahon. 

170th  New,  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  C. 
Murphy. 


Cavalry  Brigade. 
Col.  Charles  E.  Lowell,  jr. 

3d   Massachusetts,  Maj.  Casper  Crown- 

inshield. 
13th  New  York,   Lieut.   Col.   Henry  S. 

Gansevoort. 
16th  New  York,  Col.  Henry  M.  Lazelle. 


Not  Brigaded. 

3d    District  of  Columbia,  Maj.  William  F.  Garrett. 
157th  Pennsylvania,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Addicks. 
17th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  George  T.  Anthony. 

DISTRICT  OP  ALEXANDRIA. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Slough,  Military  Governor. 


Second  Brigade  (Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Corps). 

Col.  Horatio  G.  Siokel. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Ileserves,t  Maj.  Will- 
iam Briner. 

4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,-|-  Lieut.  Col. 
Thomas  F.  B.  Tapper. 

7th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Col.  Henry 
C.  Bolinger. 

8th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col. 
WilUam  Lemon. 


Not  Brigaded. 

4th  Delaware.^  Col.   Arthur   H.  Grim- 

shaw. 
1st  District   of    Columbia,   Lieut.    Col. 

Lemuel  Towers. 
5th  New    York    (veteran),    Lieut.   Col. 

Cleveland  Winslow. 
1st  Michigan    Cavalry,    Company   D,§ 

Capt.  Thurlow  W.  Lusk. 
Pennsylvania    Light  Artillery,  Battery 

H,  Capt.  William  Borrowe. 


CAMP  CONVALESCENT,   ETC. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKelvey. 

Camp  Convalescent,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKelvey. 
Camp  of  Deserters,  Maj.  Charles  G.  Freudenberg. 
Camp  of  Distribution,  Lieut.  Frank  T.  Stewart. 

FORT  WASHINGTON,   MD. 

Col.  Horace  Brooks. 

16th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  R.  Deming. 

detachments. 


Glymont  Landing,  Md. 

1st  Indiana  Cavalry,  Companies  I  and 
K,  Capt.  Abram  Sbarra. 


Government  Farms,  Va. 

111th  New  York,  Companies  B  and  C, 
Capt.  Robert  C.  Perry. 


mason's  ISLAND,  D.   C. 
109th  New  York,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Tracy. 


*  Constituted  December  30, 1863,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Robfert  O.  Tyler  assigned  to 
the  command. 

f  On  duty  at  Camp  Convalescent. 

i  On  special  duty,  under  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  S.  Briggs,  at  Alexandria,  Va. 

§  Under  command  Of  Liept,  Col.  Henry  H.  We^,  provost-marshal,  at  Alex?m- 
dria,  Va. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Department  {Eighth  Army  Corps),  Brig. 
Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

First  Separate  BriRade  (Tyler)  . . 
Second  Separate  Brieade  (Vorris) 
Districtof  Delaware  (D.Tyler)  ... 

Annapolis,  Md.  (Waite) 

Baltimore,  Md 

Benedict,  Md.  (Bimey) 

Drummondtown,  Va.  (Comegys). . 

Eastville,  Va.(Duvall) 

Fort  Delaware,  Del.  (Schoepf ) 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


E 
O 


1,1S? 

1,791 
392 
193 
976 

1,498 

C46 

69 

274 


6,975 


^ 
^ 


244 
1,248 
2,067 

716 

78 
404 


8,985 


is 
5« 


15 
1,514 
2,844 

760 

311 
1,630 
2,389 

751 
92 

•143 


10,749 


Bemarks. 


Belay  House,  Md. 
Fort  McHeniy,  Md. 
Headquarters  Wilmington. 


Troops  in  the  Middle  Department  {Eighth  Army  Corps),  Brig. 
Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December 
31,  1863. 


rmST  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ebastds  B.  Tylee. 

3d  Delaware,  Col.  Samuel  H.  Jenkins. 
3d  Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade), 

I^eut.  Col.  Charles  Gilpin. 
Pumell  (Maryland)  Legion,  Col.  Samuel 

A.  Graham. 

Pmnell  (Maryland)  Cavalry,  Company 

B,  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Watkins. 


SECOND  SEPARATE  BEIGADE. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Wiluam  W.  Moeeis. 

10th  Maryland,  Col.  William  H.  Re- 
vere, jr. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj. 
Casper  Urban. 


8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (ten 
companies),  Lieiit.  Col.  "Willard 
W.  Bates. 


2d   U.   S.   ArtiUery,   Battery  I,  Capt. 
Thomas  Grey. 


DISTRICT  OF  DELAWARE. 


Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler. 


5th  Maryland,  Capt.  Samuel  Ford.  • 

1st  Delaware  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  WiUiam  P.  Lord. 
1st  Delaware  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut.  Solomon  Townsend. 
Pumell  (Maryland)  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  Theodore  Clayton. 


BALTIMOBE,  MD. 


Artillery  Reserve. 
Capt.  Feedeeic  W.  Aleilandee. 

Maryland  Light,  Battery  A  (Junior  Artil- 
lery), Capt.  John  M.  Bruce. 

Maryland  Light,  Battery  B  (Eagle  Artil- 
lery), Capt.  Joseph  H.  Audoun. 

Baltimore  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Frederic 
W.  Alexander. 

3d  Pennsylvania,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Will- 
iam D.  Raiik, 


Cavalry  Reserve. 
Col.  C.  Caeboll  Tevis. 

let  Connecticut,  Capt.  William  E. 
Morris. 

1st  Delaware,  Maj.  Napoleon  B.  Knight. 

3d  Maryland,  2d  Battalion,  Maj.  Will- 
iam Kelsey. 
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BENEDICT,  MD. 

Brig.  Gren.  William  Birney. 

7th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  James  Shaw,  jr. 
9th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Thomas  Bayley. 
19th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Theodore  H.  Rockwood. 

ANNAPOLIS,  MD.  [ 

Col.  Carlos  A.  Waite. 
2d  Maryland  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E.  Capt.  William  F.  Bragg. 
^  StyTand  (Eastern  Shore)  1  (detachments),  Capt.  Wilson  W.  Walker. 

FORT  DELAWARE,   DEL. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf. 

Delaware  Heavy  Artillery  Company,  Capt.  George  W.  AM. 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Stanislaus  Mlotkowski. 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  John  J.  Young. 

EASTVILLE,  VA. 

Pumell  (Maryland)  Cavaky,  Company  A,  Capt.  Robert  E.  Duvall. 

DRUMMONDTOWN,  VA. 

Lieut.  Col.  WiLUAM  H.   COMEGYS. 

1st  Maryland  (Eastern  Shore)  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Comegys. 
Smith's  Independent  Company  (Maryland)  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Joseph  T.  Fearing. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Maj.  Gen.  Darius 
N.  Couch  commanding,  for  the  m,onth  of  December  1863. 


CoDunand. 

Present  for 
duty. 

o 

1 

0 

9 

9 

9 

George  Cadwalader) : 

Philadelphia  (Maj.  Qen. 
Staff...... 

2 
18 
3 
2 

""m 

133 

70 

2 

468 

148 
90 

2 
505 
157 
86 

Infantry    ....                                                     

Artillery                   

4 

Total 

24 

866 

708 

760 

4 

Franz  Sigel): 

Readings  Pa.  (Maj.  Gen 

2 
24 

"'437' 

2 
589 

2 
670 

Infantry 

2 

77 

89 

99 

4 

Total 

28 

514 

680 

771 

4 
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Abstract  from  return  of  tlw  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

(fcc— CJontinued. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

Sre! 
I- 

60 

■< 

^ 

^ 

CommaDd. 

i 

0) 

o 

a  . 

■s 
I 
s 

HarrishuTK,  Pa.  (Maj.  Gen.  Julius  Stahel): 

Staff    

4 

U 

78 

5 

■    "123' 

1,(535 

76 

4 

ISO 

1,881 

105 

4 

151 

2,051 

106 

Total 

93 

1,834 

2,140 

2,312 

Chambersburg  (Brie.  Gen.  Orris  S.  Ferry),  staff 

2 

2 

2 

HaiTisburg  (Lieut.  Col.  James  V.  Boniford),  infantry 

4 
3 

3 

8 

8 

77' 

88 

78 

4 
85 

95 
8 

84 
8 

4 

88 

100 
8 
88 
8 

Chambersburg  (Lieut.  James  W.  Piper),  Battery  E,  5th  U.  S. 

4 

Assistant  quartermasters  and  chief  quartermaster  ((3apt. 
Alex.  N.  Shipley) 

Company  F,   First   Battalion,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 

(Capt.  J.  A.  Ege) 

HaiTi-sburg   (Capt.  Jeremiah   H.  Gilmau),  commissaries  of 
subsistence,  U.  S.  Ai-my,  and  chief  commissary  of  subsistence . 

Total .     . . 

31 

243 

286 

298 

4 

Grand  total,  Department  of  the  Susquehanna 

185 

2,957 

3,833 

4,150 

12 

Troops   in   tlie  Department  of  the   Susquehanna,  commanded  by 
Maj.   Oen.  Darius  N.   Couch,  December  31,  1863. 

CHAMBERSBCEG,    PA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Orms  S.  Ferry. 

1st  Battalion  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Company  F,  Capt.  Joseph  A.Ege. 
5th  U.  S.  ArtiUery,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  James  W.  Piper. 

HARRISBTJRG,  PA. 

Maj.  Gen.  Julius  Stahel. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  (seven  companies),  Col.  John  E.Wynkoop. 

21st  Pennsylvania,  (seven  companies).* 

Nevin's  (Pennsylvania)  Light  Artillery,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Robert  J.  Nevin. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader. 

27th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  John  B.  Eaton. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  Michael  B.  Strickler. 
20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt.  Samuel  Comfort,  jr. 
1st  Battalion  Pennsylvania    Infantey  (three  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  F. 
Ramsey.  a  i  n 

2d   Battalion  Pennsylvania  Infantry  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  T.  Elwood  Zeu. 
147th  Pennsylvania  InJfantry,  Company  I,  Capt.  Charles  Fair. 

reading,  PA. 

Maj.  Gen.  Franz  Sigel. 

10th  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Tay . 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A,  Capt. Thomas  H.Bates. 

20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Hugh  A.  KeUey. 
Ten  companies  U.  S.  Veteran  Corps.*  ^^_ 


*  Commander  not  of  record. 
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CAMP  WILLIAM  PENN,   PA. 

Lieut.  Col.  Louis  Waonee. 

8th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Charles  W.  Fribley. 

32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  James  E.  GriflBn. 

YOEK,  PA. 

Surg.  Henky  Palmer. 

Patapsco  (Maryland)  Guards,  Capt.  Tliomas  S.  McGowan. 

50th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Robert  T.Knox. 


Abstract  from  return  of  tlie  troops  in  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig. 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kdley  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 
P. 

< 

< 

Pieces    of 
artillery. 

Command. 

o 

1 

1 

2 

Headquarters. 

Commanding  general  and  staff 

9 

9 

9 

First  Division  (Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  C. 
SulUvan): 
Staff 

3 

58 
46 

m 

56 
20 
3 

1,149 

2,184 

1,389 
553 
56 

3 
2,101 
1,308 

2,607 

1,764 

722 

•      62 

3 

2,287 
1,704 

3,101 

2,765 
793 
72 

Harper's  Feny. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

First  Brigade  (Col.  George  D.  Wells) 
Second  Brigade  (Col.  William  P. 

Maulsby). 
Third   Brigade  (Col.    Robert  S. 

Rodgers). 
Cavalry  forces  at  Charlestown .... 

16 
G 

Heavy  artillery  

38 

Do 

Cavalry 

Point  of  Rocks.Md. 

Total 

853 

7,015 

8,567 

10,725 

32 

40 

Second  Division  (Col.  James  A.  Mul- 
"1^^ 

2 
80 

77 

108 

2,349 
2,984 

2 
2,4C3 

2,862 

3,313 

2 
2,649 

3,458 

3,514 

New  Creek  W  Va. 

First  Brigade  (Col.  James  M.  Camp- 
bell). 

Second  Brigade  (Col.  Joseph  Tho- 
bum). 

Third  Brigade  (Col.  N.  Wilkinson). 

2 

12 
13 
9 

Do 
Do. 
Do. 

Total 

267 

7,563 

8,640 

9,623 

2 

34 

Third  Division  (Brig.Gen.E.P.Scam- 
mon): 
Stafr 

5 
56 

58 
10 

40 
7 

'■i,43e' 

1,462 
378 

9(i5 
196 

5 
1,695 

1,721 
486 

1,096 
227 

5 
2,446 

2,30G 
762 

1,290 
313 

16 

First  Brigade  (Col.  Kuthertord  B 

Hayes).                     i 
Second  Brigade  (Col.  CarrB.  White) 
Third  Brigade  (Brig.  Gen.  Alfred 

N.Dufflf). 

Division  cavalry 

Division  artillery 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Total 

176 

4,439 

5,330 

7,122 

16 

First  Separate  Brigade,  Fourth  Divis- 
ion (Brig.  Gen.  WilUam  W.  AvereU) 
Staff 

9 
44 
55 
32 
5 
3 

1,067 

1,192 

732 

162 

14 

9 

1,231 

1,487 

932 

174 

17 

10 

1,578 

2,081 

1,437 

221 

20 

New  Creek,  W.Va. 

Infantry 

Do. 

Mounted  infantry 

Cavahy 

Do 
Do. 

Artillery 

Detachment  of  signal  corps 

12 

Do. 
Do. 

Total 

148 

3,167 

3,790 

5,347 

12 

Virginia  Exempts  (Capt.  W.  C.  Thorp). 

4 

74 

170 

1S7 

Wheeling,  W.Va. 

Grand  total 

856 

a2,268 

26,406 

33,013 

34 

102 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin 
F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  186:3. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  C.  Suluvan. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  D.  Wells. 

9th  Maryland,  Col.  Benjamin  L.  Simpson. 
34th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Lincoln. 
12th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  William  B.  Curtis. 
17th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Milton  L.  Miner. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Andrew  Rosney. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A,  Capt.  George  Furst. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  P.  Maulsby. 

1st  Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade),  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  E.  Cook. 

2d  Maryland  (Eastern  Shore),  Capt.  Seth  W.  Herrick. 
Maryland  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Alonzo  Snow. 
30th  New  York  Battery,  Lieut.  Alfred  von  Kleiser. 
32d   New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Kusserow. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  S.  Rodoers. 

18th  Coimecticut,  Maj.  Henry  Peale. 
116th  Ohio,  Col.  James  Washburn. 
123d   Ohio,  Maj.  Horace  Kellogg. 
12th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  Lewis  B.  Pierce. 
1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Lieut.  Anderson  Dawson. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Boyd. 

1st  Connecticut  (detachment),  Maj.  Erastus  Blakeslee. 
Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade)  Battalion,  Maj.  Henry  A.  Cole. 

2d    Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade),  Company  F,  Capt.  Norval  McKinley. 

6th  Michigan,  Company  M,  Capt  Harvey  H.  Vinton. 

1st  New  York,  Maj.  Timothy  Quinn. 

21st  Pennsylvania  (five  companies),  Maj.  Charles  F.  Gillies. 
22d    Pennsylvania,  1st  Battalion,  Maj.  B.  Mortimer  Morrow. 

Heavy  Artillery. 

Maj.  GusTAVUS  F.  Mereiam. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  3d  Battalion. 

Tyler's  (Pennsylvania)  Battery,*  Capt.  Horatio  K.  Tyler. 

Ist  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  James  H.  Hglmes. 

Unattaclied. 

Engineer  Company  (Pennsylvania),  Capt.  William  Penn  Gaskell. 
Loudoun  (Virginia)  Rangers,  Capt.  Samuel  C.  Means. 

*  On  one  of  the  returns  this  is  designated  as  the  "  Park  (Pennsylvania)  Battery." 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  James  A.  Mulugan. 

First  Brigade. 
Col.  Jacob  M.  Campbell. 

2d   Pennsylvania  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Lininger. 
54th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Linton. 
15th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Maxwell  McCaslin. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  Francis  M.  Lowry. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  Thobuen. 

23d   Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Quirk. 

2d   Maryland  (Potomac  Home  Brigade),  Maj .  John  H.  Huntley, 

1st  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  Weddle. 
14th  West  Virginia.  Capt.  Jacob  Smith. 

Lafayette  (Pennsylvania)  Company  Cavalry,  Sergt.  JeflEerson  G.  Van  Gilder. 
Ringgold  (Pennsylvania)  Cavalry  (five  companies),  Capt.  James  Y.  Chesrow. 
Washington  (Pennsylvania)  Company  Cavalry,  Lieut.  John  Dabinett. 

Ist  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Capt.  John  Rourke. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  ArtUlery,  Battery  D,  Capt.  John  Carlin. 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Nathan  Wilkinson. 

6th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Hoy. 
11th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Van  H.  Bulfey. 
4th  West  Virginia  Cavaliy,  Col.  Joseph  Snider. 
1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  George  W.  Graham. 

THIRD  division.. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Parker  Scammon. 

First  Brigade. 
Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

23d   Ohio,  Maj.  James  P.  Mcllrath. 

5th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Abia  A.  Tomlinson. 
13th  West  Virginia,  Col.  William  R.  Brown. 

1st  West  Virginia  Cavaliy,  Company  A,  Lieut.  James  Abraham. 

1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (one-  company),  Capt.  George  W.  Giknore. 

3d   West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Jolm  S.  Witcher. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Carr  B.  White. 

12th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  D.  Hines. 
91st  Ohio,  Col.  John  A.  Turley. 

9th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval. 

1st  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  James  R.  McMullin. 

Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  N.  Dupprf;. 

34th  Ohio,*  Capt.  Luther  Furney. 

2d  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Dove. 

3d   West  Virginia  Cavalry  (three  companies),  Capt.  George  W.  McVicker. 
Simmonds'  (Kentucky)  Battery,  Lieut.  Daniel  W.  Glassie. 


*  Mounted. 
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FOURTH  DIVISION.* 

Brig."  Gen.  William  W.  Averell. 


28th  Ohio,  Col.  Augustus  Moor. 
2d  West  Virginia.f  Lieut.  Col.  Alexan- 
der Scott. 
3d  West  Virginia,  t  Lieut.  Col.  Francis 

W.  Thompson. 
8th  West  Virginia,!  Col.  John  H.  Oley. 
10th  West    Virgmia,   Col.    Thomas    M. 

Harris. 
16th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
Julius  Jaehne. 


3d  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, Capt.  Frank  Smith. 
14th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  James 
N.  Schoonmaker. 

1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company 
A,  Capt.  Harrison  H.  Hagan. 

3d  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Companies 
E,  F,  and  H,  Capt.  Lot  Bowen. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery B,  Capt.  John  V.  Keeper. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery G,  Capt.  Chatham  T.  Ewing. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

Capt.  Wesley  C.  Thorp. 

West  Virginia  Exempts  (one  company),  Capt.  Robert  Hamilton. 
West  Virginia  Exempts  (one  company),  Capt.  Perry  G.  West. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Monongaliela,  Maj.  Oen.  William 
T.  H.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Present for 
duty. 

.g 

a 

Conunand. 

i 

1 

1^ 

f 

9 
6 
2 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 

"143 
66 
63 
85 
45 
79 
34 
83 

9 
149 
68 
66 
89 
46 
83 
35 
89 

10 

186 

K9 

86 

Pittsbure-h  Pa                                                     

m 

Pulaski,  Pa....     

71 
90 

West  Alexander  Pa                                                         

43 

96 

Total                                                                                                '    

31 

597 

633 

771 

Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  H.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863. 

BABNESVILLE,   OHIO. 

Departmental  Corps  (Ohio  Emergency  Militia),  Capt.  James  L.  Deens. 
Departmental  Corps  (Ohio  Emergency  MHitia),  Capt.  Hamilton  Eaton. 

HENDRYSBURG,   OHIO, 

Departmental  Corps  (Ohio  Emergency  Militia),  Capt.  Joseph  P.  Arrick. 

NEW  WILMINaTON,"  PA. 

Departmental  Corps  (Pennsylvania  Emergency  Militia),  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Kemp. 

•  Reported  on  the  return  as  the  "  First  Separate  Brigade; "  organization  changed 
by  department  general  orders  of  December  31  (see  p.  595). 
t  Mounted  infantry. 
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PrrTSBURGH,   PA. 

Pennsylvania  Emergency  Militia  (one  company),  Capt.  Samuel  T.  Griffith. 

PULASKI,   PA. 

Departmental  Corps  (Pennsylvania  Emergency  Militia),  Lieut.  James  M.  Brown. 

SOMEETQN,  OHIO. 

Departmental  Corps  (Ohio  Emergency  Militia),  Capt.  Samuel  Beard. 

WEST  ALEXANDER,   PA. 

Departmental  Corps  (Pennsylvania  Emergency  Militia),  Lieut.  John  C.  Porter. 

WEST  FINLEY,   PA. 

Departmental  Corps  (Pennsylvania  Emergency  Militia),  Capt.  John  Henderson. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Oen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  if.  8.  A'rmy,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1863. 


Command. 


General  headquartersa 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.  (Barnes) 

Portsmouth,  Va.  (Getty) 

Newport  News,  Va.  (Heckman) 

Yorktown,  Va.,  and  vicinity  (West) 

District  of  Saint  Mary's  (Marston) 

District  of  North  Carolina  (Peck)  : 

Headquarters 

Defenses  of  New  Berne  (PaJraer) 

Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle  (Weasells) 

Sub-District  of  Beaufort  (Jourdan) 

Sub-District  of  the  Pamlico  (McChesney) 

Total 


Present  for. 
duty. 


o 


68 
175 
303 
141 
183 

71 

31 
148 
82 
(>5 
47 


1,330 


71 
1,734 
3,611 
6,574 
2,877 
3,932 
1,968 


3,114 
1,234 
1,219 
1,316 


87,640 


t 

-■1 


100 
2,069 
4,147 
8,312 
3,837 
5,100 
2,483 

21 
4,080 
1,700 
1,594 
1,643 


35,092 


to 


125 
2,416 
4,686 
12,450 
4,956 
6,956 
3,(W7 

23 
6,090 
2,058 
2,115 
1,926 


45,878 


Pieces   of 
artillery. 


2 

6 

57 

,14 

18 

51 

61 

9 

61 

49 

17 

13 

65 

9 

7 

198 


a  Including  signal  corps. 


Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj. 
Oen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December 
31,  1863. 


FORT  MONROE. 


3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Joseph  Roberts. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion,  Maj.  James  W.  H.  Stickney. 

1st  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Col.  Jeptha  Garrard. 

Army  gunboats.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Graham. 

Signal  Corps,  Capt.  Henry  R.  Clum. 
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African  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  Edward  S.  Wild. 

55th  Massachusetts    Col-1 

ored  (detachment).  I  Capt.  Charles 
1st  North  Carolina  Col-  |      A.  Jones. 

ored  (detachment).  J 
2d  North  Carolina  Colored,  Col.  Alonzo 

G.  Draper. 
3d  North  CaroUna  Colored,  Lieut.  Col. 

Abial  G.  Chamberlain. 
1st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  H. 

Holijian. 
5th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  James  W. 

Conine. 
10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  A. 

Nelson. 


Not  brigaded. 

27th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Horace  C.  Lee. 
148th  New  York,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Col. 

John  B.  Murray. 
11th  Pennsylvania   Cavalry,  Company 

A,  Capt.  George  S.  Ringland. 
2d  Massachusetts     Heavy    Artilleiy, 
Companies  G  and  H,  Capt.  Ira  B. 
Sampson. 
7  th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Peter  C. 
Regan. 


PORTSMOtlTH,  VA. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 

GETTY'S  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS* 


Second  (Harland's)  Brigade. 

Col.  Francis  Beach. 

8th  Connecticut,  Capt.  Henry  M.  Hoyt. 
15th  Connecticut,    Lieut.    Col.    Samuel 

Tolles. 
16th  Connecticut,  Lieut.   Col.  John  H. 

Bumham. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  William  H.  P.  Steere. 

10th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Coughlin. 

13th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Will- 
iam Grantman. 
4th  Rhode  Island,   Maj.  James   T.   P. 
Bucklin. 


Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 

20th  New  York,  Col.  Newton  B.  Lord. 
5th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  WiUiam  Lewis. 
11th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Stetzel. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

Capt.  Frederick  M.  Follett. 

3d  New  York  Light,  Battei-y  M,  Capt.  JohnH.  Howell. 
13th  New  York  Heavy,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  Maj.  Oliver  Wetmore,  jr. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  John  G.  Simpson. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  FoUett. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  James  Gilliss. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  George  B.  Easterly. 


*The  First  Brigade  serving  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 
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DISTRICT  OF  CUERITUCK,  N.  C. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ledue. 

.     81st  New  York,  Col.  Jacob  J.  De  Forest. 
96th  New  York,  Col.  Edgar  M.  CuUen. 
98th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  F.  Wead. 

3d    New  York  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  John  Ebbs. 

3d    New  York  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Lieut.  John  Mayes. 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (squadron),  Lieut.  J.  Frank  Cunuuings. 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A.  Heckman. 

21st  Connecticut,  Col.  Arthur  H.  Button. 

23d    Massachusetts,  Col.  Andrew  Elwell. 

25th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Orson  Moulton. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Abram  Zabriskie. 
118th  New  York,  Col.  Oliver  Keese,  jr. 

3d    New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  Simon  H.  Mix. 

3d    New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  William  J.  Riggs. 
16th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Frederick  L.  Hfller. 

YORKTOWN,  VA.,  AND  VICINITY. 

Col.  Egbert  M.  West.* 
Infantry. 

11th  Connecticut,  Maj.  Joseph  H.  Converse. 
139th  New  York,  Col.  Samuel  H.  Roberts. 
148th  New  York,  Col.  George  M.  Guion. 

4th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Duncan. 

6th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  W.  Ames. 

Artillery. 

8th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Butler  Fitch. 

16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (five  companies),  Capt.  James  H.  McLaughlin. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Orwig. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  John  S.  Hunt. 
2d  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieut.  Carl  Schulz. 

Cavalry. 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Onderdonk.  : 

DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  MARY'S. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gilman  Marston. 

2d    New  Hampshire,  Col.  Edward  L.  Bailey. 

5th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Charles  E.  Hapgdod. 
12th  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  John  F.  Langley. 
U.  S.  Cavalry  (detachment),  Lieut.  John  Mix. 
1st  Rhode  Island  light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Thomas  Simpson. 

*  Commanding  in  temporary  absence  on  duty  of  Brigadier-General  Wistar. 
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Defenses  of  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmkr. 


17th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 
Fellows. 

12th  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  James  W. 
Savage. 
3d   New    York    Light  ArtUlery,   Col. 
Charles  H.  Stewart. 

92d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  An- 
derson, jr. 


99th  New  York,   Lieut.   |Col.  Richard 

Nixon. 
132d   New  York,  Col.  Peter  J.  Qaassen. 
5th  Rhode    Island  Heavy   Artillery,* 

Col.  Henry  T.  Sisson. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Maj.Rollin  M.  Strong. 


Sub-District  of  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Col.  James  Jourdan. 


2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany C.  Capt.  Charles  B.  Newton. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany D,  and  detachment  Com- 
pany A,  Capt.  Russell  H.  Corn- 
well. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy" 

Artillery,  Compa-    Capt.     Nehe- 
nies  A  and  B.  >    miah  P.  Pul- 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Bat^       ler. 
teryC.  J 

Mix's  New  York  (Battalion)  Cavalry, 
Capt.  Emory  Cimimings. 


158th  New    York     (seven     companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  WiUiam  H.  McNary. 
158th  New  York,  Compa-] 

nies  B,  D,  and  E.      I  Capt.  Peter 
2d  North  Caroluia,Com-  f   B.  Steele. 

pany  A.  J 

5th  Rhode    Island    Heavy   Artillery, 
Company  A,  Lieut.  Dutee  John- 
son. 
9th  Vermont,  Col.  Edward  H.Ripley. 
19th  "Wisconsin,    Company    F,    Capt. 
Martin  ScherfE. 


Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle,  N.  C. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  "W.  "Wessells. 


12th  New  York  Cavalry  (detachment), 

Capt.  John  S.  Ellison. 
24th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Lester 

Cady. 
85th  New  "York,  Col.    Enrico  Fardella. 
96th  New  York  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col. 

Stephen  Mofiitt. 


2d  North  Carolina  (recruits),  Lieut. 
Isaiah  Conley. 

101st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexan- 
der W.  Taylor. 

103d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Theodore  F. 
Lelunann. 


Sub-District  of  the  Pamlico,  N.  C. 
Col.  Joseph  M.  McChesney. 


12th  New  York  Cavalry  (two  companies), 
Capt.  Rowland  R.  "West. 

28d   New  York  Battery,  Lieut.  Thomas 
Low. 
1st  North    Carolina,  Maj.  Charles    C. 
Graves. 

58th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.    Col.    Mont- 
gomery Martin. 


5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany C,  Lieut.  George  H.  Pierce. 

5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany E,  Capt.  George  G.  Hop- 
kins. 


♦Detachment  2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  attached. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Command. 


Genera]  headquarters 

City  and  harbor  of  New  York 

Riker's  Island,  New  York  Harbor. 

Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y 

Fort  Ontario,  N.Y 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

Fort  Trumbull,  Conn 

Fort  Adams,  K.  I 

Portsmouth  Grove,  B.  I 

Fort  Independence,  Mass 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

Fort  at  Clark's  Point,  Mass 

Fort  at  Eastern  Point,  Mass 

Winter  Island,  Mass 

Fort  Constitution,  N.  H 

Forts  Preble  and  Scanunel,  Me 

Fort  Knox,  Me 

Fort  McClary,  Me 


Total. 


Present  tor 
duty. 


295 


10 
2,013 

i,7ess 
1 

120 

1 

87li 
Si 

m 

203 
G31 

138 
132 
131 
143 
41 
134 


C,090 


95 

2,940 

2,034 

1 

13« 

1 

600 

121 

74 

3fiC 

773 

104 

151 

152 

142 

219 

45 

149 


8,014 


95 

4,284 

2,137 

1 

173 

1 

.5;« 

ICO 
81 
385 
789 
147 
151 
152 
150 
233 
50 
151 


9,673 


Pieces    of 
artillery. 


548 

17 

16 

4 

62 

200 

""m 

101 

19 

27 

44 

20 

4 

4 

1,114 


Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863. 


CITY  AND  HARBOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  J.  Stannard. 


Davids  Island. 

U.  S.    Veteran   Reserve  Corps  (detach- 
ment), Capt.  Isaac  H.  Baker. 


Fort  Hamilton. 
Col.  Hannibal  Day. 

6th  United   States,    Maj.  George    W. 
Wallace. 

13th  United     States,    Maj.     Dickinson 
Woodruff. 

14th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
panies E  and  F,  Capt.  Oliver  B. 
Flagg. 
5th  U.   S.   Artillery  (regimental  head- 


quarters), Lieut. 
McElrath. 


Thomijson  P. 


Fort  Schuyler. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Harvey  Brown. 

7th  United   States  (seven   companies), 

Capt.  Gurden  Chapin. 
20th  New  York  Battery,  Lieut.  Arthur 

28th  New  York'  Battery,  Lieut.  Iia  W. 
Steward. 


Fort  at  Sandy  Hook. 

Lieut.  Col.  Enoch  Steen.  ^ 

14th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany C,  Capt.  George  S.  Green, 
and  Company  D,  Capt.  Lorenzo 
J.  Jones. 

Fort  Columbus. 

Col.  GUSTAVUS  LOOMIS. 

8th  United  States  (six  companies),  Capt. 
Milton  CogsweU. 

Fort  Richmond. 

Lieut.  Col.  Clarence  H.  Corning. 

14th  New  York    Heavy   Artillery    (six 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Clarence 
H.  Corning. 
4th  United    States,   Capt.    Charles   H. 
Brightly. 

Fort  La  Fayette. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke. 

10th  United  States,  Capt.  William  Clin- 
ton. 

Fort  Wood. 

Col.  Charles  S.  Merchant. 

48th  Company  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
Capt.  Charles  W.  Gibbs. 

49th  Company  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
Capt.  Michael  WaJsh. 
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Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Col.  Oliver  L.  Shepherd. 


15th  United  States,  Company  A,  3d  Bat- 
talion. 


Fort  Constitution,  N.  H. 

New  Hampshire    Heavy    Artillery  (one 
company),  Capt.  Charles  H.  Long. 


Fort  Independence,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  L.  Floyd-Jones. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  3d  Com- 
pany, Lieut.  Benjamin  A.  Ball. 

11th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt. 
Alfred  E.  Latimer. 

Fort  McCldry,  Kittery  Point,  Me. 

New  Hampshire  Heavy  Artillery,  2d 
Company,  Capt.  Ira  McL.  Bar- 
ton. 

Forts  Preble  and  Scammd,  Portland, 
Me. 

Maj.  George  L.  Andrews. 

17th  United  States,  2d  Battalion,  Com- 
pany B,  Capt.  John  P.  Wales. 

17th  United  States,  3d  Battalion,  Com- 
pany C,  Capt.  Edward  J.  Conner. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  1st  Bat- 
talion and  7th  Company  (unat- 
tached), Maj.  Stephen  Cabot. 

Biker's  Island,  N.  Y. 
Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  Jackson. 

8th  United  States,  Company  E,  Ldeut. 

Hanson  E.  Weaver. 
8th  United  States,  Company  G,  Lieut. 

Samuel  J.  Franks. 
2(tth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Nelson 

B.  Baitram. 
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Fort  at  Clark's  Point,  New   Bedford, 
Mass. 


Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  6th  Com- 
pany, Capt.  John  A.  P.  AUen. 


Fort    at    Eastern    Point,    Gloucester, 
Mass. 

Massachusetts    Heavy    Artillery,   Capt. 
Thomas  Herbert. 

Fort  Knox,  near  Bucksport  Me. 

Ist  Maine    Heavy    Artillery    (detach- 
ment), Lieut.  Thomas  H.  Pahner. 


Fort  Ontario,  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

16th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt. 
Charles  H.  Lewis. 


Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Conn. 
Col.  William  Gates. 


Connecticut  Volunteer  Recruits,  Lieut. 

Joseph  Talcott. 
3d  U.  S.   Artillery,  Battery  G,  Lieut. 

Lewis  Smith. 
14th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt. 

John  D.  O'ConneU. 


Portsmouth  Grove,  R.  I. 

Hospital  Guards,  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teers, Company  A,  Capt.  Christo- 
pher Blanding. 

Winter  Island,  Salem,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  12th 
Company,  Capt.  James  M.  Rich- 
ardson. 
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Report  of  the  number  of  deserters  returned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
July  1  to  December  31,  1863,  the  number  tried,  the  number  found  guilty,  the 
number  sentenced  to  be  shot,  and  the  number  shot. 


Command. 


First  Corps 

SecoDd  Corps 

Third  Corps 

Fifth  Corps 

Sixth  Corps 

Cavalry 

Artillery  Reserve 

Engineer  Brigade 

Engineer  Battalion 

Provost  Marshal's  Department.. 


Total  . 


Headquaktebs  Army  of  the  Potomac,  January  1, 1864. 


•a 

a 


2,465 


!,4G5 


80 
84 
64 
39 
108 
23 


402 


a  03 

f5 


94 


25 


146 

160 

171 

114 

199 

30 

8 

7 

4 


842 


CONFEDERA.TE    CORRESPONDENCE,     ETC. 

Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

August  4,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond : 
General:  The  movements  of  the  enemy  north  of  the  Bappahan- 
nock,  rendering  it  difficnlt  for  me  to  ascertain  whether  he  intended 
to  advance  through  Culpeper  or  fall  down  the  river  to  Fredericks- 
burg, determined  me  to  unite  the  army  south  of  the  Rapidan.  Gen- 
eral Ewell's  corps,  which  after  crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  had  been 
Eosted  in  Madison,  had  been  previously  ordered  to  Orange  Court- 
Louse. 

Longstreet's  and  Hill's  corps  were  yesterday  ordered  to  the  Rap- 
idan. I  could  find  no  field  in  Culpeper  offering  advantages  for  bat- 
tle, and  any  taken  could  be  so  easily  avoided  should  the  enemy  wish 
to  reach  the  south  bank  of  the  Rapidan,  that  I  thought  it  advisable 
at  once  to  retire  to  that  bank.  Should  he  advance  by  this  route,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  resist  him;  and  if  he  falls  down  to  Fredericksburg, 
will  oppose  him  on  that  line. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Oeneral. 


Weldon,  August  4,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Following  dispatch  received: 

My  scouts  from  Nansemond  report  that  General  Getty's  brigade  is  preparing  to 
move,  some  say  to  Charleston,  some  to  Petersburg,  others  to  Meade;  but  my  scouts 
think  he  will  join  Colonel  Spear,  who  is  preparing  for  another  raid.  Colonel  Spear 
is  going  to  move  his  headquarters  to  between  Norfolk  and  Edenton.  Five  thousand 
infantry  and  2,000  cavalry  in  force  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth— so  estimated. 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Major,  and  Signal  Officer. 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  5,  1863. 
Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary-General,  C.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  33cl  ultimo,  and  a  subsequent  one 
without  date,  have  been  received.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  reduce 
the  soldiers'  rations,  I  shall  regret  it  from  the  effect  I  fear  it  will 
have  upon  the  army,  as  I  do  not  think  the  present  allowance  more 
than  sufficient  to  keep  the  men  well  and  satisfied.  If  the  reduction 
is  made,  I  think  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  the  armies,  and  not  to  this 
alone,  as  was  the  case  last  spring. 

When  ordered,  I  shall,  of  course,  conform  to.it,  and  do  all  in  my 
power  to  render  it  satisfactory  to  the  troops.  In  all  the  operations 
of  this  army,  I  have  endeavored  to  economize  the  supplies  as  much 
as  possible,  and  to  obtain  as  great  an  amount  from  the  country 
occupied  as  could  be  collected. 

As  regards  your  latter  communication,  I  agree  with  you  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  accumulate  subsistence  in  Richmond.  The 
necessities  of  this  army  and  the  uncertainty  of  depending  upon  our 
railroads  render  this  apparent.  Every  assistance  that  I  can  give 
with  the  army  transportation  in  collecting  the  grain  and  transport- 
ing it  to  the  depots  will  be  afforded,  and  immediately  on  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter,  Colonel  Corley  was  directed  to  furnish  to  the 
commissary  agents  you  have  named  the  number  of  wagons  you  re- 
quire, or  as  many  in  proportion  as  could  be  spared  for  that  purpose. 
He  reports  that  he  cannot  find  Thomas  J.  Foster,  but  that  he  can 
place  at  his  disposal  thirty  foiir-horse  wagons  under  one  of  his  own 
quartermasters.  He  has  directed  Major  Bell,  at  Staunton,  to  use  all 
his  surplus  transportation  in  that  district  as  Mr.  Nelson  may  desire. 
Major  Bell  answered  that  Mr.  Nelson  is  unable  to  say  at  present  how 
many  teams  he  may  need  or  can  use,  but  that  he  (Major  Bell)  can 
furnish  him  fifty  teams,  probably  one  hundred,  on  condition  that  he 

{)rocure  teamsters.  To  collect  sui>plies  in  the  Rappahannock  Val- 
ey,  he  can  furnish  twenty  teams.  These  teams  will  all  be  placed  in 
charge  of  quartermasters,  and  will  be  set  to  work  as  soon  as  informed 
that  the  grain  is  ready  for  transportation.  As  they  form  a  part  of 
the  army  transportation,  and  may  be  needed  for  its  use  at  any  time, 
there  is  an  objection  to  turning  them  over  to  the  commissary  agents, 
but  I  desire  they  shall  be  used  in  the  way  you  propose. 

The  arrangement  you  propose  for  the  railroads  I  think  ought  to 
be  made,  but  I  have  no  means  of  controlling  their  operations. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £j.  LEE, 

General. 


Petersburg, 

August  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Elzey, 

Richmond: 
Colonel  Baker  reports  no  enemy  this  side  of  Bowers'  Hill.     Force 
at  Portsmouth,  &c.,  some  5,000.     All  new  troops.     Old  troops  sent 
to  Charleston.     General  Ransom  reports  no  enemy  this  side  of 
Chowan. 

M.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

40   R   R — vol   XXIX,    PT   II 
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Brigade  Headquarters,  Chapfin's  Farm, 

August  5,  1863. 
Maj.  T.  O.  Chestney, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Major  :  I  beg  respectfully  to  report  that,  having  been  informed 
through  the  signal  corps  that  one  iron-clad  and  three  gunboats  have 
passed  Varina,  I  have  sent  a  company  to  Cox's  Landing  to  protect 
Captain  Davidson's  submarine  batteries  from  interference  by  land- 
ing. I  have  ordered  Major  Stark,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to 
Deep  Bottom,  to  fire  on  them  returning.  I  have  also  sent  eight 
companies  of  the  Twenty-sixth  [Virginia]  Regiment  to  support  the 
artillery  and  to  act  as  sharpshooters.  I  hope  this  disposition  will 
meet  your  approval. 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  expect  to  see  me  at  10  in  the  morning, 
under  the  existing  state  of  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  R.  PAGE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

August  5,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

C.  S.  Army : 
Colonel  :  The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  com- 
petent engineer  officer  be  sent  to  examine  the  works  for  defense  of 
the  bridges  over  the  South  Anna  and  North  Anna  Rivers.  If  they 
are  not  in  good  condition,  or  require  modification  to  make  them  sus- 
ceptible of  defense  by  a  few  companies,  you  will  have  the  necessary 
work  done,  calling  on  the  troops  guarding  the  bridges  for  the  neces- 
sary labor.  For  the  defense  of  each  bridge  there  should  be  a  closed 
work  of  sufficient  strength  of  profile  to  resist  cavalry  and  light 
artillery. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Richmond, 

August  6,  1863. 
General  Samuel  Jones, 

Dublin,   Va.  : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 
to  inform  you  that  reports  of  stragglers  in  Southwestern  Virginia, 
from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  have  been  received  at  this 
office. 

It  is  believed  if  a  few  companies  of  reliable  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  vigilant,  active,  and  energetic  officer,  were  sent  to  Goshen, 
and  the  adjacent  counties,  with  orders  to  arrest  such  absentees  and 
send  them  under  guard  to  their  commands,  much  good  would  be 
effected.  It  would  not  only  increase  the  strength  of  the  army,  but 
deter  others,  who  have  the  disposition,  from  leaving  the  ranks.  The 
offense  has  become  so  frequent  that  the  utmost  effort  should  be 
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made  to  arrest  and  return  all  who  cannot  show  some  sufficient  au- 
thority for  their  absence.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  noted  that 
there  are  said  to  be  many  stragglers  from  the  command  of  Col.  W. 
L.  Jackson,  and  that  even  some  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment  have 
been  permitted  to  remain  absent  several  months  at  a  time.  To  what 
extent  this  may  have  existed  is  not  alleged,  and  it  is  hoped  there 
may,  in  fact,  be  but  little  foundation  for  the  assertion. 

Your  attention  is  also  requested  to  the  report  that  many  able- 
bodied  men  are  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary 
departments  within  the  limits  of  your  command.  General  Orders, 
No.  105,  current  series,  direct  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  such  per- 
sons ;  and,  as  the  army  greatly  needs  re-enforcements,  it  is  expected 
the  requirements  of  the  orders  will  be  rigidly  enforced. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjtdant-General, 


Engineer  Bureau, 

August  6,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va. . 

Colonel  :  It  is  the  desire  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  construct  a  suitable  work  for  the 
defense  of  the  bridge  of  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  Railroad  over 
the  Meherrin  River,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  take  meas- 
ures at  once,  in  concert  with  the  commanders  of  the  forces  at  Weldon 
and  Petersburg,  to  construct  the  proposed  work.  The  bridge  is  one 
of  considerable  length,  and  if  destroyed  would  break  the  southern 
connection  for  a  considerable  time. 

An  officer  of  Engineers  must  be  assigned  at  once  to  the  duty  of 
locating  and  building  a  closed  work  in  proper  relations*  for  defend- 
ing the  approaches  to  the  bridge,  and  of  such  strength  of  profile  as 
to  resist  cavalry  and  light  artillery,  and  suitable  for  a  garrison  of 
two  or  three  companies.  It  is  understood  that  negro  labor  will  be 
furnished  to  some  extent  by  the  citizens  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
the  commanders  of  troops  should  be  urged  to  furnish  fatigue  labor. 
Can  you  assign  Lieutenant  Bender,  or  some  officer  now  in  North 
Carolina  or  Petersburg,  to  the  duty,  with  proper  instructions  from 
yourself  ?  The  bridge  over  the  Nottoway  River  should  be  guarded 
also,  and  possibly  a  small  work  built  for  its  protection.  I  repeat, 
the  Secretary  of  War  desires  that  prompt  measures  be  taken  to 
build  a  defensive  work  at  the  bridge  over  the  Meherrin.  Home 
guards,  in  an  emergency,  it  is  believed,  could  be  obtained  to  defend 
the  bridge  when  the  work  shall  have  been  built. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  the  agricultural  interests 
will  not  admit  of  a  call  on  the  slaves  for  labor  on  the  fortifications 
sooner  than  the  10th  of  September.  He  has  urged  upon  General 
Elzey  that  details  of  troops  be  made  from  his  command  for  fatigue 
service,  say  500  men  dailv.  These  to  be  employed  on  the  connection 
between  Randolph  and  (5haffin's  Bluff.  Please  see  General  Elzey, 
and  urge  prompt  action. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  and  Chief  of  Bureau, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  7,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  1,700  unarmed 
men  in  this  arniy,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Richmond 
Arsenal  has  informed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, that  he  could  only  furnish  a  portion  of  the  needed  arms.  In 
addition  to  the  present  deficiency,  we  will  need  about  5,000  stand  of 
arms  in  a  fortnight,  and  probably  10,000  within  a  month.  In  order 
to  supply  these  deficiencies,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
reserved  arms  of  this  army,  which  I  hear  have  been  distributed  among 
the  local  troops  and  the  second-class  militia,  be  again  colJectod  and 
forwarded  to  us,  while  this  class  of  troops  wait  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply from  the  arsenals.  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of 
keeping  this  army  thoroughly  equipped. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  £j.   LSS, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  7,  1863. 

Hon.  JiMEs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir:  In  a  late  letter  from  Colonel  Northrop  he  alluded  to  the  diifi- 
cTilties  of  railroad  transportation  from  the  south,  and  suggests  that 
when  the  freight  trains  cannot  bring  the  usual  supplies  or  sufficient 
supplies,  that  the  passenger  trains  shoiild  be  temporarily  stopped, 
and  the  wKole  force  of  the  ro:'d  devoted  to  supplying  the  army.  I 
think  the  suggestion  an  important  one.  Be  sides  the  important 
deficiencies  in  the.  commissary  department  due  to  these  difficulties,  I 
regret  to  say  that  we  receive  now  only  1,000  bushels  of  grainier 
diem  for  all  the  animals  of  this  army.  On  this  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  bring  up  our  cavalry  and  art'ille7-y  horses,  even  if  we  gave  it 
all  to  them.  I  hope  that  something  can  be  done  to  procui-e  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  transportation  of  our  railroads  for  army  purposes 
than  we  ever  have  had  at  our  disposal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond, 

August  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

The  President  directs  that  the  regiments  of  Colquitt's  brigade  be 
sent  to  Charleston,  as  indicated  to  you  yesterday. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Wrightsville, 

August  7,  1863, 
General  S.  Cooper: 

The  order  of  the  President  is  obeyed,-  and  the  movement  com- 
menced. The  enemywill  attack  the  raih'oad  in  force  this  week, 
according  to  my  information.  Please  to  let  me  know  who  will  com- 
mand General  Ransom's  troops,  and  what  force  he  has.  Please 
to  move  Ransom's  troops  at  once,  as  indicated  in  your  dispatch  of 
yesterday. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  August  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Kinston,  N.  C. : 
My  Dear  General:  Your  notes  received.  I  have  modified  the 
orders  about  Saunders  as  you  desired.  About  tliatraid,  I  am  uncer- 
tain whether  they  mean  to  fortify  the  line  of  White  Oak  or  come 
upon  the  line  of  railroad  bridge  at,  say,  Warsaw,  when  they  have 
seen  the  country,  and  then  fortify  either  against  you  or  agaii;st  me. 
The  first  thing  for  both  to  do  would  be  to  try  to  meet  or  intercept 
them;  at  any  rate,  to  attack  them  before  they  could  fortify.  On  the 
receipt  of  news  there,  you  should  send  out  at  once.  I  shall  put  a  reg- 
iment with  Jackson  to  hold  the  Gaklun(?)  passes  and  the  Cape  Fear 
at  Hallsville.  They  might  move,  however,  to  South  Washington. 
I  wish  you  would  spare  at  once  to  Jackson  a  section  of  artillery.  I 
have  so  few  batteries,  and  horses  have  been  dying  so,  that  I  cannot 
do  it.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  put  a  guard  at  South  Washington. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cape  Fear, 

Wilmington,  August  7,  1863. 
Major  Jackson, 

Kenansville  : 
My  Dear  Major  :  I  regret  I  did  not  see  you.  I  send  you  a  letter* 
from  General  Martin  which  will  put  you  on  your  guard.  I  will 
endeavor  to-night  to  send  up  one  of  Colqiaitt's  regiments,  com- 
manded by  Major  Ballenger,  to  report  to  you,  and  have  told  Martin 
to  send  you  at  once  another  section  of  artillery. 

You  had  better  send  down  and  ascertain  the  chance  of  the  enemy 
taking  the  left-hand  road  down  the  Cape  Fear,  near  Hallsville,  and, 
crossing  at  South  Washington,  attacking  the  Rockfish  Creek  bridge. 
If  there  is  a  bridge  at  South  Washington,  it  ought  to  be  strongly 
Avatched,  and,  if  obliged,  biirned.  Ascertain  if  there  are  fords.  I 
will  endeavor,  though  I  am  greatly  pressed,  to  keep  the  Holly  Shel- 
ter road.  Keep  your  communications  well  open  with  Harris. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

*  Not  found. 
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KiNSTON,  August  7,  1863. 
General  Cooper,  Richmond: 

Captain  Brown,  quartermaster  at  Tarborough,  reports  he  has 
information,  he.  thinks  reliable,  that  enemy  is  advancing  from 
Washington  upon  some  point  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Rail- 
road. 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Richmond, 

August  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen. ''Arnold  Elzey: 

General:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Gilmer,  informing 
me  that  the  Secretary  of  War  cannot  allow  the  slaves  to  be 
impressed  until  the  10th  of  September,  and  that  he  said  he  would 
urge  you  to  give  me  details  from  your  troops.  If  you  can  comply 
with  his  request,  please  give  the  necessary  orders,  and  be  kind 
enough  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  them. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 

Colonel. 


[Richmond,] 

August  8,  1863. 
General  Elzey  : 

General:  I  inclose  you  a  dispatch  just  received  from  General 
Whiting,  with  the  rough  of  my  answer  sent  to  him.     Please  be  gov- 
erned by  it,  and  advise  General  Ransom  accordingly.    Please  return 
the  telegram  here  for  file. 
Yours, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosures.] 

Wrightsville, 

[August]  8,  1863. 
General  Cooper: 

Please  let  me  know  what  troops  General  Ransom  has,  and  whether 
he  will  report  to  me.  I  have  directed  General  Martin,  as  the  former 
moves  down  and  occupies  his  position,  to  concentrate  his  own  forces 
near  Kinston,  leaving  the  garrison  of  Fort  Branch. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

[Richmond,] 

August  8,  1863. 
[General  Whiting:] 

General  Ransom  has  with  him  his  entire  brigade  of  five  regiments, 
besides  two  batteries  of  artillery.  He  is  in  direct  correspondence 
with  General  Elzey,  to  whose  command  he  belongs.  He  will  keep 
you  advised  by  reports  of  all  matters  touching  his  movements,  &Ci 

S.  C.    [COOPER.] 
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Richmond,  Va., 

August  8,  1863. 

General  Ransom: 

Keep  General  Whiting  advised  of  your  own  movements  and  of 
everytning  that  may  be  of  interest  to  him. 
Respectfully, 

A.  E.     [ELZEY.] 


Richmond,  Va., 

August  8,  1863, 
Brigadier-General  Ransom, 

Weldon  : 
In  reply  to  your  telegram,  just  received,  I  have  to  say  that  your 
brigade  is  under  my  command.     You  will  be  governed  by  the  instruc- 
tions you  have  received  from  me  and  General  Cooper,  and  advise 
General  Whiting  of  the  movements  you  have  made. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,  Va,,  August  9,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General:  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  relieve  you  from  the  anxiety 
manifested  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  due 
supply  of  arms  for  your  army.  I  am  informed  by  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance that  there  are  at  Staunton  already,  subject  to  your  order, 
3,000  arms;  that  he  can  command  here,  subject  to  your  requisition, 
from  5,000  to  7,000  more,  and  that  he  does  not  apprehend  any  diffi- 
culty in  meeting  the  larger  number  (10,000)  which  youexpect  to 
require  within  a  month. 

I  am  using  all  means  at  the  command  of  the  Department  to  in- 
crease both  the  manufacture  and  import  of  arms,  and  I  am  always 
pleased  to  receive  announcements  of  anticipated  deficiencies,  that 
they  may  be  used  to  stimulate  efforts  on  the  part  of  officers  and 
agents,  and  assist  me  in  providing  for  the  coming  need. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  9,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.   J.  D.  Imboden, 

Comdg.  Northwestern  Virginia  Brigade: 
General  :  Your  letter  of  August  7  has  been  received. 
I  hope  ere  this  the  people  from  the  lower  valley  have  been  able 
to  move  up  within  our  lines,  with  much  of  their  cattle  and  other 
property.     You  will,  I  hope,  give  them  all  the  protection  you  can. 
The  government  wagons,  hauling  grain  and  other  supplies,  must 
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be  i)rotected.  If  the  cattle  aud  horses  belonging -to  the  Government 
are  in  danger  in  lower  Rockingham,  they  should  be  moved  higher 
up. 

Instruct  the  officers  sent  to  the  passes  on  your  flank  to  be  very- 
watchful,  and  take  every  precaution  against  any  attempt  of  Averell 
to  get  into  your  rear,  or  to  make  a  raid  upon  our  resources  in  Rock- 
ingham. After  the  removal  of  everything  of  value  about  Stras- 
burg,  you  must  take  position  so  as  to  protect  the  valley,  whether  the 
attack  comes  from  the  direction  of  Winchester,  the  eastern  gaps, 
or  from  the  South  Branch  Valley. 

I  hope  that  McNeill's  expedition  has  proved  successful,  and  that 
he  may  return  without  loss. 

Spare  no  efforts  to  recruit  your  command.  Arrest  all  deserters 
from  this  army  whom  you  may  find  in  the  valley,  and  send  them  to 
Staunton, 

Did  you  give  McNeill  notice  of  the  attempt  of  Averell  to  cut  him 
off?  If  you  have  not,  you  must  make  a  movement  to  divert  attack 
from  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  ej.  LiEjBj, 

General. 


Wilmington,  N.  C., 

August  9,  1863, 

Brigadier-General  Martin  : 

The  general  instructs  me  to  send  you  the  following  dispatch  from 
Lieutenant  Fairly  last  night  at  Swansborough: 

News  from  the  lines  indicate  a  raid  onKinston.  No  re-enforcements  have  passed 
up  to  New  Berne  since  last  report.  Reports  appoint  next  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
as  the  day  of  departure  from  New  Berne. 

S.  J.  FAIRLY. 

T.  B.  VENABLE, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral- 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  10,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
General:  General  Imboden  reports  that  on  the  5th  instant,  Gen- 
eral Kelley  left  Bunker  Hill,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  he  had  been 
encamped,  with  his  infantry  force,  for  Romney.  On  the  same  even- 
ing about  9  p.  m..  General  Averell,  with  his  cavalry,  started  for 
Moorefield.  This  movement  is  believed  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
a  demonstration  of  Captain  McNeill,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  west  of  Cumberland,  to  which  point  he  had  been  directed 
to  go  about  the  1st  of  August,  with  this  view.  No  report  has  been 
received  from  Captain  McNeill,  but  citizens  from  Hampshire 
informed  General  Imboden  that  Captain  McNeiU  had  had  a  fight 
near  New  Creek,  in  which  he  had  been  successful,  with  a  loss  of  4 
men  on  our  side.  The  route  taken  by  General  Averell  may  force 
Captain  McNeill  to  retire,  by  the  Dry  Fork  of  Cheat,  into  Pendleton 
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County,  and  thus  some  time  must  elapse  before  he  can  be  heard 
from.     General  Imboden  believes  that  the  enemy  has  evacuated  the 
valley  south  of  Bunker  Hill. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Gomdg.  Northivestern  Virginia  Brigade:  '   ' 

General:  In  your  letter  of  7th  instant,  you  state  that  the  enemy 
removed  from  Winchester  to  Harper's  Ferry  tents,  damaged  ord- 
nance, and  other  stores,  while  in  a  previous  letter  it  was  stated  that 
Colonel  Imboden  had  destroyed  what  he  could  not  remove.  I  had 
hoped  that  this  was  the  case,  and  that  nothing  had  been  left  on 
which  the  enemy  could  make  a  boast  of  recapture.  Please  state  the 
facts  more  fully. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Mouth  of  Indian  Creek,  via  Narrows  : 

The  following  telegram  just  received: 

Orange  Couet-Housk, 

August  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

General  Imboden  reports  KeUey  concentrating  his  force  at  Moorefield;  anticipated 
attack  on  Staunton  by  Franklin  and  McDowell.  Have  you  any  troops  so  disposed 
as  to  move  by  HuntersviUe,  and  aid  or  make  diversion  in  his  favor? 

E.  E.  LEE. 

CHAS..S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

August  10,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House: 
Dispatch  received  and  forwarded  to  General  Jones,  who  is  on  his 
way  to  Lewisburg,  where  there  is  a  regiment  and  a  battalion  of  in- 
fantry and  four  companies  of  cavalry.  Col.  William  L.  Jackson  is 
near  HuntersviUe,  with  the  Nineteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  ten 
companies  to  be  organized  next  week.  General  Jones  will  receive 
your  dispatch  to-night. 
Respectfully, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  10,  1863. 

Col.  George  S.  Patton, 

Lewisburg,  via  Union: 

The  enemy  reported  concentrating  heavily  at  Moorefield  to  attack 
Staunton,  via  Franklin  and  McDowell.  Send  courier  to  Colonel 
Jackson  and  put  him  on  the  lookout.  Tell  him  to  be  ready  to  move 
at  shortest  notice  to  co-operate  with  General  Imboden,  or  make  a 
diversion  in  his  favor. 
By  order: 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjuiant-Oeneral. 


Camp  near  Mouth  of  Indian  Creek, 

Monroe  County,  Va.,  August  10,  1803. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  written  by  your  direction,  informing  me 
that  there  were  many  deserters  from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
in  Southwestern  Virginia,  and  suggesting  that  a  few  reliable  com- 
panies might  be  well  employed  at  "  Goshen  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties" in  arresting  these  deserters. 

The  greater  part  of  Southwestern  Virginia  is  not  in  my  depart- 
ment. It  was  attached  to  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee  in  Jan- 
uary last,  and  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  send  troops  on  such  duty  into 
another  department  than  my  own,  nor  do  I  suppose  you  desire  me  to, 
do  so,  as  Brigadier-General  Preston's  troops,  being  already  in  that 
section  of  country,  can  more  readily  perform  the  duty. 

I  know  of  no  place  in  my  department  called  Goshen.  There  is  a 
railroad  depot  of  that  name  on  the  Central  road,  but  I  believe  it  is 
in  Rockbridge  County,  and,  if  so,  is  not  in  my  department.  I  really 
cannot  tell  from  Colonel  Clay's  letter  where  you  wish  me  to  send 
companies  to  arrest  deserters.    Will  you  please  inform  me  definitely  ? 

1  am  also  informed  by  Colonel  Clay  that  it  is  reported  there  are 
many  stragglers  from  Col.  W.  L.  Jackson's  command,  and  that  some 
of  the  officers  of  his  regiment  have  been  permitted  to  remain  absent 
several  months  at  a  time.  I  am  on  my  way  now  to  Colonel  Jackson's 
command,  and  if  any  such  abuses  exist,  will  endeavor  to  correct  them. 
It  is  but  just  to  Colonel  Jackson,  however,  to  say  that  his  command 
is  new,  and  is  now  only  in  formation  and  organization,  and  it  is 
probable  that  those  who  are  represented  as  stragglers  and  absentees 
nave  been  employed  recruiting  and  collecting  men  from  within  the 
enemy's  lines. 

Colonel  Clay  also  calls  my  attention  to  the  report  that  many  able- 
bodied  men  are  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary 
departments  within  my  command.  There  are  a  number  of  able- 
bodied  men  employed  in  my  command  in  tbe  quartermaster's  and 
commissary  departments.  They  are  employed  as  blacksmiths,  team- 
sters, boatmen,  &c.,  duties  which  cannot  be  performed  by  disabled 
men.  I  have  directed  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  105,  current 
series,  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  will  see  that  the  order  is  obeyed. 
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I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  inform  me  how  the  reports  of  these 
irregularities  and  abuses  in  my  command  reached  you,  and  from 
whom  you  obtained  the  information,  that  I  may  trace  up  and  cor- 
rect all  such  irregularities  and  abuses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

As  General  Jones  appears  to  be  indisposed  to  send  out  the 
companies  referred  to  for  the  important  object  contemplated,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further  in  respect  to  his 
command. 


Fort  Boykin, 
August  10,  1863. 
[Maj.  Jas.  F.  Milligan:] 

Our  scout  from  Norfolk  could  not  get  any  reliable  information 
about  the  Yankees'  intention  to  evacuate  Norfolk. 

They  have  one  regimentat  Deep  Creek,  and  that  place  is  well  forti- 
fied. One  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  (Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania) at  Oak  Grove,  1  mile  from  Portsmouth.  One  regiment  at 
Norfolk.  The  whole  amount  of  forces  at  and  around  the  cities  is 
estimated  at  4,000. 

He  saw  the  steamer  that  was  fired  into  by  our  forces  up  the  James 
River  the  other  day.  She  was  badly  crippled — four  shots  into  her, 
besides  many  bullets  also. 

A  torpedo  exploded  while  one  of  the  gunboats  was  very  near  it, 
and  the  concussion  of  the  water  threw  14  men  overboard,  3  of 
whom  were  drowned.  One  of  the  gunboats  came  to  her  assistance, 
and  the  captain  of  the  first  gunboat,  thinking  his  boat  was  sinking, 
and  in  the  attempt  to  jump  on  the  steamer  coming  to  his  assistance, 
was  struck  by  a  cannon  ball  from  the  shore  and  cut  in  two.  This  is 
Yankee  news. 

A  regiment  of  1,300  negroes  left  Fort  Monroe  for  Charleston,  Au- 
gust 8.     Small-pox  is  said  to  be  bad  among  the  negroes  at  Norfolk. 
One  English  man-of-war  and  one  Yankee  are  all  the  shipping  at 
Fort  Monroe.     They  are  trying  to  raise  the  Cumberland. 
Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  R.  WOODLEY, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

August  10,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 
Sir:  For  completing  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  at  an  early  day, 
slave  labor  is  required,  and  Major-General  Whiting,  commanding  in 
the  eastern  part  of  your  State,  urges  that  immediate  steps  be  taken 
to  procure  it.  The  works  ought  to  be  pressed  forward  without  delay, 
and  to  this  end  I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
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to  appeal  to  your  excellency  for  aid,  ami  to  ask  you  as  Governor  of 
Nortn  Carolina  to  call  on  the  patriotic  citizens  in  the  neighboring 
counties,  and  elsewhere,  to  send  a  portion  of  their  hands,  say  one- 
fifth  of  the  negroes  (male),  to  the  city  of  Wilmington,  to  be  employed 
under  the  command  of  General  Whiting,  on  the  fortifications.  What 
we  do  for  the  safety  of  your  principal  sea-port  should  be  done 
quickly,  and  if  possible  before  our  bitter  foes  meet  with  further 
successes  at  Charleston  or  elsewhere.  Should  any  military  organiza- 
tion be  required  for  the  collection  of  the  rec[uisite  number  of  negroes, 
at  least  1,000,  General  Whiting  can  furnish  the  force.  He  will  be 
directed  to  confer  with  you  on  this  point. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Abstract  frcmi  field  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert 
E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  10,  1863;  lieadquarters  Orange 
Court-House. 


Present  for 
duty. 

t 

Ml 

1 
< 

43 

Command. 

o 

CeDeral  staff                     

16 

16 

10 

17 

First  Army  Corps  (Longstreet) : 

Headquarters                        

10 

487 
365 
509 

"4,mi 

3,611 
5,087 

10 
6,298 
4,839 
6,612 

12 
12,201 
11,373 
11,758 

10 

5,999 

Pickett's  division                        

4,591 

Hood's  division                                                          

6,380 

Total  First  Army  Corps     

1,361 

13,559 

17,759 

35,344 

16.986 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) ; 

18 
495 
501 

482 

■■6,'420' 
6,006 
3,996 

18 
6,990 
6,367 
5,2!)3 

20 
15,159 
12,899 
12,297 

18 

6,207 

F^rly's  rtiviQinn 

5,477 

4,650 

1,496 

14,422 

18,628 

40,375 

16,352 

Third  Antiy  Corps  (A.P.Hill): 

17 
495 
276 
431 

■■4,' 999' 
3,378 
4,021 

17 
6,543 
4,206 

4,978 

17 
12,902 
8,234 
11,690 

16 

6,159 

Heth's  division 

3,957 

Pender's  division     ...                                              

4,592 

Total  Third  Ai*my  Corps           

1,219 

12,398 

1.5,744 

32,903 

14,724 

Cavalry  (Stuart)  a     T 

634 

8,404 

10,210 

19,354 

Artillery  (Pendleton) : 

99 
94 
84 

1,760 
1,440 
1,680 

2,025 
1,733 
1,989 

2,886 
2,675 
2,764 

1,996 

Second  Army  Corps                     

1,704 

Third  Armv  Cores                                           

1,632 

Total  artillerv  b                              

277 

4,880 

5,747 

8,325 

5,632 

5,003 

53,603 

68,104 

130,317 

53,011 

a  Aggregate  present  last  field  return  not  reported  on  original  return.  A  note  on  above  return  states 
that  some  of  the  enlisted  men  reported  present  for  duty  aie  dismounted  but  the  number  is  not 
given. 

b  Guns  not  repoi-ted  on  original,  but  sec  statement  following. 


Chap.  XU.]  COKKESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  '637 

Artillery  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  after  Gettysburg. a 
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FIRST  CORPS. 

Colonel  Cabell:  6 

Has     

4 

3 

s 

118 

213 

Lost 

1 

1 

Major  Heniy:  c 

G 

1 

1 
1 

11 

..... 

1 

All. 

4 

156 

Lost    

Major  Dearing  has  d. 

2 

3 

12 

All 

3 

140 

258 

Colonel  Alexander:  e 

Has               

2 

1 

7 

6 

4 

2 
2 

1 

AU. 

3 

147 

IjOSt 

Major  Eshleman:/ 

Has 

1 

8 

1 

1 

All. 

n 

138 

X/y&t           

1 

1 

The  corps  has 

4 

14 

14 

40 

5 

G 

4 

81 

14 

88 

SECOND  CORPS. 

Lieutenant-Co  1  o  n  e  1 

Andrews:  g 

Has 

2 

5 

3 

6 

1 

14 
1 
16 

a 

124 

223 

4 

G 

6 

2 

132 

236 

Carter  has.  ft 

Lieutenant-C  ol  o  n  e  1 

Jones:  i 

Has            

3 

G 

8 

All. 

2 

120 

221 

Colonel  Brown:  j 

4 

4 

10 

~ 

19 

1 

1 
4 

100 

282 

Lost 

1 

Lieutenant-Co  1  o  n  e  1 

Nelson:  fc 

Has       

1 

4 

8 

13 

1 
3 

131 

210 

Lost 

The  corps  has. 

6 

16 

29 

30 

1 

78 

8 

81 

a  From  a  statement  in  General  William  N.  Pendleton's  handwriting,  but  undated.  The  artillery 
of  Cavalry  Corps  not  accounted  for. 

6  Transportation  good  and  sufflcient;  men  enough  in  Manly 's  and  Carlton's  companies;  not  in  Mc- 
Carthy's and  Fraser's.  Lost  1  3-inch  rifle,  turned  mto  ordnance  train,  and  1  caisson,  disabled  at  Get- 
tysburg. 

c  Horses  for  most  part  in  good  condition.  Transportation  good  and  sufficient.  Men  enough  in 
Reilly's  and  Latham's  companies;  greatly  deficient  m  Bachman's  and  Garden's.  Lost  1  6-pounder, 
said  to  be  turned  in,  and  1  r2-pounaer  howitzer,  abandoned;  1  3-inch  rifle  burst.  Took  of  captured  3 
lO-pounder  Parrotts.    Needs  a  number  of  men  for  Bachman  and  Garden  and  26  horses. 

d  Men  enough.    Transportation  good  and  sufflcient. 

e  Transportation  sufflcient.  Lost  1 12-pounder  howitzer,  injured  and  abandoned,  and  caisson;  1  12- 
pounder  howitzer  sent  to  rear.    Needs  men  for  Fickling's  South  Carolina  battery  and  Parker's. 

/Transportation  reported  indifferent.  Lostl  Napoleon  and  1  12-pounder  howitzer,  disabled  in  ac- 
tion; 1  limber  blown  up,  caissons.  (?)    Needs  guns  and  horses  to  (lU  up  battalion. 

o  Transportation  sufficient.  Two  forges  assigned  to  Colonel  Carter.  Lost  1  caisson,  blown  up  at 
Gettysburg  (other  ?).    Needs  men  for  Brown's  and  Dement's  Maryland  companies  and  32  horses. 

h  Transportation  insufficient.  Two  forges  borrowed  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrews.  Lost  forges 
and  wagons  by  enemy  on  road.    Needs  men  in  case  of  emergency. 

i  Transportation  in  part  sent  to  the  rear.  Lost  1  Napoleon,  disabled,  Gettysburg.  (Where  is  it?) 
Captured.    Needs  men  in  Garber's  and  Green's  companies  and  14  horses. 

/Horses— many  lame,  though  serviceable.  Transportation  insufficient.  Lost  1  caisson,  blown  up 
at  Gettysburg,  4  forges,  1  battery  wagon,  and  a  number  of  wagons  captured  on  road.  Needs  men  in 
all  companies  excepting  Hupp's,  wagons  and  clothing. 

fc  Transportation  insufficient.  Lost  3  forges  and  a  number  of  wagons  on  road,  captured.  Needs 
forges  and  transportation;  also  clothing. 
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Artillery  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  after  Gettysburg— Ccaitinued. 
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THIRD  CORPS. 

7 

2 

6 

1 

14 

4 

100 

200 

Major  Poague:  6 

Has             

1 

2 

7 

6 

14 
1 

2 

100 

187 

Lost 

Major  Pegramic 
Has                  

3 
1 

^ 

9 
1 

2 

1 

14 

7 

3 

CO 

184 

Lost 

LieutenantrCk)!  o  n  e  1 

Garnett:  d 

Has 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

11 
G 

1 
3 

165 

159 

Lieut^nant^C  o  1  o  n  el 

Cutts:  e 

Has        

2 

3 

4 

3 

5 

IG 

1 

2 
1 

205 

In  all 

2 

9 

21 

2 

28 

15 

3 

69 

10 

77 

Grand  total/. 

12 

39 

64 

2 

98 

5 

21 

8 

228 

32 

?41 

o  Transportation  sufficient  when  rear  wagons  return.  Two  of  the  forces  loaned  in  battalion.  I,fist 
1  gun  disabled  and  turned  in  and  1  rear  part  of  caisson.    Needs  men  in  Lusk^s  and  Hurt\s  companies. 

6  Transportation  insuffleient.  Forges  borrowed  from  other  battalion.  Lost  1  caisson  on  march  to 
Falling  Waters.    Needs  men  for  Wyatt's  and  Brooke's  companies  and  25  horses. 

c  Transportation  sufficient.  Lost  1  lO-jJounder  Parrptt,  disabled  in  action  and  sent  to  rear;  1  Napo- 
leon, disabled  and  captured  on  road  with  General  Imboden;  Icaisson,  turned  in;  1  caisson  and  8  horses 
captured;  1  caisson  disabled  and  left  on  the  field;  3  caissons  blown  up  by  the  enemy, and  1  abandoned 
on  march  to  Falling  Waters.  Needs  detailed  men  to  be  returned  to  companies  and  some  conscripts 
for  each. 

d  Transportation  insufficient.  Lost  2  gims,  captured  near  Falling  Waters;  2  guns  turned  over  by 
Major  Richardson  to  Captain  Hart  to  save  them;  6  caissons  and  3  forges  captured  under  General  Im- 
boden; 70  horses  and  40  sets  of  harness  captured  or  abandoned,  besides  ordnance  stores.  Needs  no 
men,  but  general  refitting. 

e  Caissons  full.  Transportation  sufficient.  The  forge  captured  tmder  General  Imboden.  Three  of 
the  .3-inch  guns  are  navy  Parrotta. 

/  The  grand  total  is  not  given  on  original  statement. 


Absti'act  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Oen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  Augu.it  JO,  1863. 


Present  tor 
duty. 

e3 

Coinmand. 

O 

1 

cn 

u 

11 
369 
141 
24 
18 
80 
12 

11 

6,989 

2,869 

475 

4.32 

1,830 

263 

11 

9,784 

3,750 

SOI 

467 

2,181 

547 

5,929 

2,276 

339 

263 

1,432 

204 

6,292 

2,423 

394 

380 

1,569 

228 

40 

8 

(Ihafdn's  Bluif                    

16 

40th  Virginia  Clavalrv  Battalion            

C5S 

10,443 

11,280 

12,869 

17,841 

64 

a  Cooke's  brigade  transferred  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Chap.  XLI.] 


COEKESPONDiCNCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


639 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Oen.  W.  H. 
C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  Aiigust  10,  1863. 
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Richmond,  Va., 
August  11,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Yours  of  8tli  instant  has  been  received.  I  am  glad  that  you  con- 
cur so  entirely  with  me  as  to  the  want  of  our  country  in  this  trying 
hour,  and  am  happy  to  add  that  after  the  first  depression  consequent 
upon  our  disaster  in  the  west,  indications  have  appeared  that  our 
people  will  exhibit  that  fortitude  which  we  agree  in  believing  is 
alone  needful  to  secure  ultimate  success. 

It  well  became  Sidney  Johnston,  when  overwhelmed  by  a  sense- 
less clamor,  to  admit  the  rule  that  success  is  the  test  of  merit;*  and 
yet  there  has  been  nothing  which  I  have  found  to  require  a  greater 
eifort  of  patience  than  to  bear  the  criticisms  of  the  ignorant,  who 
pronounce  everything  a  failure  which  does  not  equal  their  expecta- 
tions or  desires,  and  can  see  no  good  result  which  is  not  in  the  line 
of  their  own  imaginings.  I  admit  the  propriety  of  your  conclu- 
sions, that  an  officer  who  loses  the  confidence  of  his  troops  should 
have  his  position  changed,  whatever  may  be  his  ability,  but  when  I 
read  the  sentence  I  was  not  at  all  prepared  for  the  application  you 
were  about  to  make.  Expressions  of  discontent  in  the  public  jour- 
nals furnish  but  little  evidence  of  the  sentiment  of  an  army.  I  wish 
it  were  otherwise,  even  though  all  the  abuse  of  myself  should  be 
accepted  as  the  results  of  honest  observation.  I  say  I  wish  I  coiild 
feel  that  the  public  journals  were  not  generally  partisan  nor  venal. 

Were  you  capable  of  stooping  to  it,  you  could  easily  surround 
yourself  with  those  who  would  fill  the  press  with  your  laudations, 
and  seek  to  exalt  you  for  what  you  had  not  done,  rather  than  detract 
from  the  achievements  which  will  make  you  and  your  army  the 
subject  of  history  and  object  of  the  world's  admiration  for  genera- 
tions to  come. 

I  am  truly  sorry  to  know  that  you  still  feel  the  effects  of  the  illness 
you  suffered  last  spring,  and  can  readily  understand  the  embarrass- 
ments you  experience  in  using  the  eyes  of  others,  having  been  so 
much  accustomed  to  make  your  own  reconnaissances.  Practice  will, 
however,  do  much  to  relieve  that  embarrassment,  and  the  minute 
knowledge  of  the  country  which  you  have  acquired  will  render  you 
less  dependent  for  topographical  information. 

*See  Series  I,  Vol.  VII,  p.  261. 
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But  suppose,  my  dear  friend,  that  I  were  to  admit,  with  all  their 
implications,  the  points  which  you  present,  where  am  I  to  find  that 
new  commander  who  is  to  possess  the  greater  ability  which  you 
believe  to  be  required?  I  do  not  doubt  the  readiness  with  which 
you  would  give  way  to  one  who  could  accomplish  all  that  you  have 
wished,  and  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  if  Providence 
should  kindly  offer  such  a  person  for  our  use,  I  would  not  hesitate 
to  avail  of  his  services. 

My  sight  is  not  sufficiently  penetrating  to  discover  such  hidden 
merit,  if  it  exists,  and  I  have  but  used  to  you  the  language  of  sober 
earnestness  when  I  have  impressed  upon  you  the  propriety  of  avoid- 
ing all  unnecessary  exposure  to  danger,  because  I  felt  our  country 
could  not  bear  to  lose  you.  To  ask  me  to  substitute  you  by  some 
one  in  my  judgment  more  fit  to  command,  or  who  would  jjossess 
more  of  the  confidence  of  the  army,  or  of  the  reflecting  men  of  the 
country,  is  to  demand  an  impossibility. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  hope  that  you  will  take  all  possible  care 
of  yourself,  that  your  health  and  strength  may  be  entirely  restored, 
and  that  the  Lord  will  preserve  you  for  the  important  duties 
devolved  ujjon  you  in  the  struggle  of  our  suffering  country  for  the 
independence  which  we  have  engaged  in  war  to  maintain. 
As  ever,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  near  Red  Sulphur  Springs,  August  11,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House,   Va.: 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  One  regiment  of  infantry 
has  just  started  from  here,  and  another  will  start  from  Lewisburg 
to  move  via  Huntersville,  for  the  purpose  you  mention.  Where  is 
General  Imboden?  Has  he  any  idea  of  the  strength  of  Kelley's 
force?  Reply  by  telegraph  via  Dublin.  It  will  reach  me  at  Union 
or  Lewisburg. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 
The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Lee: 

Orange  Court-House, 

August  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

I  am  not  certain  General  Imboden  is  correct  in  his  supposition.  Telegraph  to 
him  at  Staunton  to  keep  you  advised.  He  represents  Kelley's  strength — infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry — at  4,000.  If  you  two  could  unite  upon  him,  you  could  demol- 
ish him. 

R.  C  LCC 

I  have  telegraphed  Imboden  as  suggested. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 
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Headquarters  Richmond  Defenses, 

August  11,  1863. 
Maj.  T.  O.  Chestney, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Sir:  I  desire  to  make  the  following  statements  and  suggestions  for 
tlie  consideration  of  the  general  commanding: 

About  a  week  ago  I  mentioned  to  him  that  the  batteries  of  the 
inner  line  were  by  no  means  in  the  condition  I  should  like  to  have 
them,  and  urged  upon  him  the  necessity  of  making  an  effort  to  obtain 
negro  labor.  He  expressed  some  surprise,  but  he  will  see  that  there 
really  was  no  room  for  it.  During  the  absence  of  the  commander  at 
Gordonsville,  some  representations  were  made  as  to  the  unprepared- 
ness  of  these  works,  wnich  I  think  were  not  justiiied  by  the  facts.  I 
said  then  and  I  say  now  that  the  works  were  in  fighting  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  whose  ammunition  was  near  at  hand,  if 
the  officer  sent  there  had  only  known  it,  and  then,  as  now,  every  gun 
which  was  mounted  could  have  been  fought. 

However,  so  great  a  stir  was  made  that  I  determined  to  overhaul 
all  the  works,  and  received  orders  from  you  so  to  do.  The  work  was 
commenced  at  once,  and  has  been  steadily  going  on.  From  twelve 
to  fifteen  barbettes  for  light  guns  have  been  designated  for  each 
battery,  and  many  of  them  are  completed;  but  in  making  these  changes 
it  was  found  that  in  most  of  the  work,  portions  of  the  plank  revet- 
ment was  rotting,  so  that  the  work  to  be  done  was  quite  extensive, 
and  after  two  months'  labor  I  find  that  much  remains  unfinished. 

Moreover,  upon  consultation  with  Col.  W.  H.  Stevens,  Engineers, 
it  was  concluded  that  the  gorges'of  all  these  batteries  should  be  closed 
with  rifle-pits,  and  that  a  military  road  should  be  made  conveniently 
connecting  the  parts  of  the  whole  line.  This  involves  a  good  deal  of 
labor,  and  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  employment  of  negroes. 
This  I  respectfully  urge  upon  the  general  commanding.  Last  winter 
Colonel  Stevens  employed  constantly  some  3,000  or  4,000  negroes, 
but  not  an  hour's  work  was  done  on  these  batteries  by  them.  Indeed, 
they  were  sent  back  to  their  masters  before  the  intermediate  line  was 
completed,  and  at  present  all  the  labor  Colonel  Stevens  can  possibly 
get  IS  very  properly  at  once  put  on  that  line  as  the  most  important. 

At  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  8,  9,  and  10,  the  work  is  in  good  progress,  and 
No.  5  will  in  a  week  show  a  great  improvement,  but  Nos.  6  and  7  are 
very  backward,  due  especially  to  the.  fact  that  they  are  large  works, 
and  the  companies  which  occupy  them  are  weak.  At  present  these 
companies  are  absent,  and  I  would  take  occasion  respectfully  to  ask 
that  they  be  returned  to  their  post  as  soon  as  possible. 

General  Hood's  division  I  learn  has  been  moved  to  Fredericksburg, 
thus  I  presume  relieving  Cooke's  brigade,  which  in  its  turn  I  trust 
may  relieve  the  Eighteenth  and  Twentieth  Battalions,  now  at  the 
bridges  on  the  South  Anna. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  RHETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Richmond  Defenses. 


General  Orders,  |     Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  109.  )  Richmond,  August  11,  1863. 

I.  A  general  pardon  is  given  to  all  officers  and  men  within  the 
Confederacy,  now  absent  without  leave  from  the  army,  who  shall, 
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within  twenty  days  from  the  puhlication  of  the  address  of  the 
President  in  the  State  in  which  the  absentees  may  then  be,  return 
to  their  posts  of  duty. 

II.  All  men  who  have  been  accused  or  convicted,  and  undergoing 
sentence  for  absence  without  leave  or  desertion,  excepting  only  those 
who  have  been  twice  convicted  of  desertion,  will  be  returned  to 
their  respective  commands  for  duty. 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  190.  j  Eichmond,   Va.,  August  11,  1863. 

•  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

XV.  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Watts,  Second  Virginia  Cavalry,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  commandant  of  the  post  at  Liberty,  Va.,  and 
will  report  accordingly. 

*  ****** 

XVII.  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  T.  Nicholls,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S., 
will  relieve  Lieut.  Col.  M.  S.  Langhorne  as  commandant  of  the  post 
at  Lynchburg,  Va. ,  and  its  environs. 

^  «l«  S|£  ^  rjc  ^  f|S 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
•  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Union,  Monroe  County,  Augu,st  12,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Orange  Court-House : 
General  :  I  received  yesterday;  in  camp  near  Red  Sulphur 
Springs,  your  telegram  of  the  day  before,  and  immediately  started 
a  regiment  of  infantry  to  Lewisburg,  and  telegraphed  you  that  I 
would  send  it  and  another  from  Lewisburg,  by  Huntersville,  to  aid 
or  make  diversion  in  General  Imboden's  favor,  as  you  desired. 

I  supposed  at  the  time  that  General  Imboden  had  with  him  the 
troops  you  mentioned  when  you  last  wrote  me,  but  this  morning  I 
hear,  unofficially,  that  the  troops  I  sent  to  the  valley  under  Colonel 
Wharton  are  now  with  you,  and  I  have  not  heard  if  their  places  are 
supplied  in  the  valley. 

If  I  am  to  give  aid,  it  is  very  desirable  that  I  should  know  what 
force  I  am  aiding ;  but  your  telegram  gives  me  no  information  on 
the  subject.  The  telegraph  line  is  down  at  some  point  between  here 
and  Dublin,  cutting  me  oft'  from  communication  with  Imboden  by 
that  means. 

Will  you  please  inform  me,  as  soon  as  you  can,  .what  forces  there 
are  in  the  valley,  and  where  they  are  ?  I  will  communicate  with 
Imboden  as  soon  as  practicable. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  information  that  about  500  of  the 
enemy  are  engaged  removing  obstructjops  from  pne  pf  the  roads 
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(Coal  Knob)  leading  to  Lewisburg,  indicating  a  move  on  that  place. 
It  is  probably  a  demonstration  to  prevent  me  from  detaching  any  of 
my  troops  to  interfere  with  General  Kelley. 
I  am  on  my  way  to  Lewisburg  now. 


Hdqes.  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  13,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Arm,y  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  :  On  day  before  yesterday,  when  visiting  the  artillery 
battalion  of  the  Second  Corps,  near  Liberty  Mills,  I  met  with  an 
intelligent  citizen  of  Albemarle  County,  a  near  connection  of  Mr. 
William  C.  Rives,  who  stated  some  facts  respecting  horses  which  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  proper  to  submit  to  yourself  : 

First,  he  related  several  instances  that  had  fallen  under  his  own 
immediate  observation,  of  worn  and  reduced  army  horses  injuriously 
neglected  through  the  carelessness  or  incompetency  of  the  agents  or 
officials  having  them  in  charge.  One  case  he  particularly  dwelt 
upon  in  which  50  feeble  horses  were  temporarily  pastured  on  his 
farm,  and  in  a  few  days  10  of  the  number  perished.  Had  the  same 
number  of  horses  belonged  to  a  careful  and  sensible  farmer,  he 
believed  that  not  one  would  have  died.  The  difficulty  was  want  of 
salt  and  proper  care  of,  and  supplying  each  animal  with  the  food, 
water,  &c.,  needed,  within  reach. 

Another  case  he  described  was  where  diseased  horses  were  per- 
mitted freely  to  circulate  among  a  large  collection,  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  spreading  contagion,  suflEering,  and  loss.  He  declined 
mentioning  the  names  of  parties,  belifeving  the  evils  rather  attribu- 
table to  the  system  pursued  with  our  decrepid  horses  than  to  the 
special  culpableness  of  particular  individuals. 

Some  plan  which  should  bring  into  requisition  the  strong  and 
ceaseless  motive  of  interest  toward  restoring  these  horses  seems  at 
once  suggested  by  these  facts. 

Instead  of  waiting  to  collect  large  numbers  of  broken-down  horses 
at  certain  points,  turning  them  over  tp  certain  officers  who  have 
inadequate  means  of  watering,  feeding,  &c.,  and  who  depend  on 
employes  without  special  knowledge  of  or  interest  on  the  subject — a 
plan  under  which  so  many  horses  die — might  not  farmers  in  suitable 
districts,  not  too  far  off,  be  induced  to  take  such  horses  in  small 
numbers  as  they  fail,  use  them  as. they  become  strong,  and  return 
them  or  keep  them,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  suitable  payments  at  the 
proper  time. 

This  gentleman  assured  me  that  not  less  than  300  good  artillery 
horses  might  be  very  soon  gotten  in  Albemarle  County  alone  with- 
out any  serious  detriment  to  the  farming  interests,  if  the  right  course 
was  pursued.  Such  course  he  believed  would  not  be  the  sending 
out  of  quartermasters,  or  their  agents,  unacquainted  with  the  people 
or  country,  and  with  no  deep  interest  in  the  great  object,  but  the 
employment  of  an  esteemed,  judicious,  and  reliable  citizen,  with 
authority  to  secure  the  right  kind  of  horses,  either  by  paying  suit- 
able prices  or  exchanging  worn  and  feeble  horses  for  fresh  ones, 
with  proper  boot.  The  prices  would  range  near  $600,  he  thought, 
and  if  parties  would  not  sell,  impressment  as  granted  by  law  might 
be  used,    The  name  of  a,  suitable  citizen  wftS  mentioned,  bvjt  ope  \m 
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occurred  to  myself,  Mr.  Littleton  Macon,  now  sheriff  of  Albemarle. 
He  served  in  my  battery  the  first  year  of  the  war,  and  is  as  trae  a 
man  as  lives,  full  of  energy,  zeal  for  our  cause,  and  of  good  quali- 
ties that  commend  him  to  general  confidence. 

If  this  plan  cannot  be  tried,  I  would  beg  that  something  be  at- 
tempted in  another  way,  viz,  that  the  artillery  officers  themselves  be 
authorized  to  exercise  their  energies  toward  finding  and  .securing 
good  horses.  Bonded  officers  alone  need  have  or  dispense  the  funds, 
but,  unless  those  who  have  the  deepest  interest  in  having  good 
horses  are  allowed  to  act  in  the  matter,  the  evil  of  poor  horses  may 
be  expected  to  continue  without  at  all  disparaging  the  quartermas- 
ter's department ;  and  satisfied  that  many  of  the  officers  in  that  de- 
partment are  very  faithful,  I  am  also  satisfied  that  they  must  be 
superior  to  human  natiire  in  general  if  they  can  do  as  well  for  the 
artillery  in  this  respect  as  the  artillery  officers  themselves.  They  do 
not  know  the  need  as  well.  They  do  not  begin  to  feel  the  same 
interest  in  success.  They  are  not  actuated  by  the  motives  that  com- 
mand success  in  the  case.  If  under  existing  regulations  nothing  of 
this  kind  can  be  done,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  in  a  question  of 
so  much  importance  si^table  provisions  be  asked  of  the  Department 
in  Richmond. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 

Brigadier-General,  &c. 


Camp  near  Lewisburg,  Va., 

August  13,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  persons,  citizens,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  are  endeavoring 
to  have  me  removed  from  the  command  of  the  department,  and 
Brigadier-General  Echols,  or  some  other  general  officer,  assigned  to 
the  command.  To  effect  this  object,  I  am  informed  that  a  petition 
has  been  circulated  for  signature,  addressed  to  you  or  the  President, 
asking  that  I  be  removed.  What  reason  they  may  assign  why  this 
should  be  done,  I  cannot  imagine  unless  it  be  that  I  have  undertaken 
no  expedition  of  any  magnitude  against  the  enemy. 

This  military  department  has  had  the  reputation  of  being  cursed 
with  intrigue  and  political  plotters  ever  since  the  war  commenced. 
No  commander,  not  even  General  Lee,  has,  I  believe,  given  satisfac- 
tion while  in  command  here,  and  I  doubt  exceedingly  if  any  gentle- 
man who  looks  to  the  interests  of  the  Confederacy  generally,  can 
command  here  and  give  satisfaction  to  all.  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
the  condition  of  the  department  in  that  respect  when  I  was  assigned 
to  the  command,  and  it  is  known  to  you,  I  believe,  that  I  was  very 
far  from  desiring  the  command. 

I  was  ordered,  however,  to  command  the  department,  and  have 
administered  the  trust  confided  to  me  with  a  view  single  to  what  I 
regarded  as  the  interest  of  the  country.  I  am  sure  that  if  either  you 
or  the  President  had  disapproved  of  my  course,  I  should  have  been 
informed  of  it,  and  I  am  quite  as  sure  that  neither  of  you  will  act 
upon  representations  prejudicial  to  me,  made  by  interested  parties, 
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without  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  anything  that  may 
be  represented  as  objectionable  in  my  course. 

I  believe  I  know  something  of  the  interests  and  requirements  of 
the  department,  and  the  various  conflicting  and  disturbing  elements 
in  it,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  if  it  is  in  contemplation  to  re- 
lieve me  from  the  command  of  it,  the  interest  of  the  service  may  be 
promoted  by  deferring  the  selection  of  my  successor  until  I  have 
communicated  further  with  you  on  the  subject.  I  am  now  on  a  tour 
of  inspection,  will  go  on  to  Pocahontas  County  day  after  to-morrow, 
and  when  I  have  completed  the  inspection,  I  will,  if  I  can  with  pro- 
priety, do  so,  go  to  Richmond  and  have  a  personal  interview  with 
you,  if  you  can  give  it  me. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General,  Comdg.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia. 

[Indorsement.1 

August  18,  1863. 
Read.    Lay  aside  for  future  answer  on  his  return  from  his  trip  of 
inspection. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON], 

Secretary. 

Richmond, 

August  13,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  Smith: 

General:  In  forwarding  the  inclosed  commission  as  major-gen- 
eral, Provisional  Army,  C.  S. ,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say 
that  you  will  be  assigned  at  once  to  the  special  duty  of  visiting  the 
people  of  Virginia  and  the  adjacent  States. 

It  is  desired  that  you  will  on  this  mission  employ  every  effort  to 
reanimate  our  people,  inspire  them  with  hope  and  renewed  zeal  for 
the  cause,  and  especially  induce  those  liable  to  service  to  come  for- 
ward to  their  places  promptly,  and  without  awaiting  the  regular 
process  of  conscription. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  are  to  be  found  large  numbers  of 
men  absent  beyond,  or  without  leave.  Many  of  these  are  thus 
absent  without  criminal  intent,  and  by  the  mere  inadvertence  of  not 
appreciating  the  importance  of  one  individual  to  the  service.  It  is 
believed  that  a  stirring  appeal  to  them,  but  especially  to  the  influ- 
ence of  patriotic  women  of  the  country,  will  be  suflicient  to  cause 
the  return  of  these  laggards  to  the  ranks. 

In  some  localities,  however,  the  stragglers  and  deserters  have  man- 
ifested a  disposition  to  resist  the  efforts  toward  their  return  to  duty. 
In  such  cases  it  will  devolve  upon  you  to  devise  means  for  enforcing 
their  obedience,  and  to  this  end  you  are  authorized  to  employ  and 
direct  the  services  of  any  local  companies  already  existing,  or  which 
may  be  formed,  and  invoke  and  encourage  the  co-operation  of  the 
militia  officers  and  local  authorities. 

In  view  of  impending  raids  by  the  enemy,  it  is  important  that 
in  every  neighborhood  companies  be  formed  for  local  defense  and 
special  service,  under  the  act  approved  August  21,  1861,  of  non-con- 
scripts to  be  mustered  into  Confederate  service,  armed  and  equipped. 
It  is  desirable  that  such  comi)anies  should,  in  the  terms  prescribed 


646  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU. 

in  their  muster-rolls,  hold  themselves  ready  for  serAdce  anywhere  in 
the  State.  But  while  such  limits  are  preferred,  it  is  not  probable 
that  in  any  instance  a  company  of  this  kind  would  be  called  upon  to 
go  beyond  its  own  locality;  and  companies  for  more  restricted  serv- 
ice will  be  accepted. 

It  is  expected  that  an  earnest  presentation  of  the  subject  to  the 
people  will  induce  them  to  perfect  such  organizations  promptly. 

By  personal  conference  with  the  leading  men  of  each  section,  and 
your  well-directed  appeal  to  the  masses,  we  may  confidently  expect 
that  you  will  succeed  in  diffusing  a  new  spirit,  and  imparting  to  our 
cause  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and  enduring  progress. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Engineer  Bureau, 

August  13,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Corps  of  Engineers: 

Colonel:  The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  has  considered  your 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  representing  that  labor  is  imperatively  needed 
at  this  time  for  the  construction  of  fortifications  in  Virginia,  and  has 
indorsed  as  follows: 

Tliis  is  as  favorable  a  season  as  can  be  found  for  the  withdrawal,  temporarily,  of 
agricultural  labor.  Calls  may  be  made  for  slave  labor  till  the  5th  of  October,  and 
from  the  grain-growing  districts  especially. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 

In  conversation  with  me  the  Secretary  expressed  the  opinion  that 
labor  could  be  better  spared  from  the  grain-growing  districts  than 
from  the  tobacco  fields  at  this  time.  On  this  point  it  will  be  difficult 
to  discriminate,  but  you  will  please  to  arrange  your  call,  or  rather 
the  date  of  the  call,  as  equitably  as  possible,  xegard  being  had  in  all 
cases  to  the  number  of  slaves  in  each  county,  the  extent  of  former 
service,  and  burdens  resulting  from  depredations  of  the  enemy.  You 
will  please  to  prepare  your  call  without  delay,  and  forward  it  to  this 
Bureau,  when  the  President  will  be  requested  to  make  application 
to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  force  you  may  name. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Lewisburg,  Va.,  August  14,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee: 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Imboden  of  the  movements  of  the  ene- 
my, nor  do  I  know  anything  of  the  strength  of  his  force.  I  will  not 
move-my  two  regiments  until  I  hear  further  from  him  or  you. 

Col.  W .  L.  Jackson  reports  all  quiet  in  his  front,  and  no  indication 
of  a  movement  by  the  enemy. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Leinisburg,  via  Union,  August  14,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Imboden: 

I  expect  to  be  at  Huntersville  day  after  to-morrow,  and  will  remain 
there  two  or  three  days.  Would  like  very  miich  to  meet  you  some- 
where, but  as  I  do  not  know  where  you  are,  I  cannot  designate  place 
of  meeting.  Communicate  with  me  if  you  can  before  I  leave  Hun- 
tersville. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

Orange  Court-House,  August  15,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  JRiclimond,  Va.  : 

General  :  Lists  of  absentees  without  leave  from  this  army,  ar- 
ranged separately'',  according  to  the  county  or  congressional  district 
in  which  the  men  are  supposed  to  be,  have  been  called  for,  and  are 
being  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  with  the  request  that 
the  commandants  of  conscripts  in  the  several  States  be  instructed 
to  cause  efforts  to  be  .made  to  arrest  these  men,  and  return  them  to 
their  commands.*  I  deem  it  expedient  to  make  every  exertion  to  in- 
crease the  effective  strength  of  this  army,  and  respectfully  request 
that  the  Department  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Bureau  of  Conscription  to  the  importance  of  the  earnest  co-oper- 
ation of  the  enrolling  officers  in  causing  to  return  to  duty  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  wandering  at  large  through  the  country,  who  should 
be  with  their  commands  in  the  field. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  15,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjidant  aiul  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General  :  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  habits  of  otir  soldiers,  that  the 
stragglers,  the  disaffected,  and  the  sick  who  wander  away  from  the 
army  leave  a  great  many  arms  and  accouterments  along  the  differ- 
ent lines  of  travel  in  the  country.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  enrolling  officers  be  instructed  to  cause  vigorous 
search  to  be  made  in  their  respective  districts  to  collect  these  arms, 
and  forward  them  to  the  Ordnance  Department  at  Eichmond.  From 
what  I  can  learn,  I  think  a  considerable  number  of  arms  may  bo 
obtained  in  this  way. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

*  See  Preston  to  Cooper,  August  30. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

August  15,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  different  communications  on  the  sub- 
iect  of  the  deficiency  of  good  arms  in  the  cavahy,  I  have  to  say  that 
I  have  sent  Colonel  Baldwin  to  Richmond  to  see  what  can  be  done 
there.  I  have  also  issued  an  order  that  the  infantry  arms  be 
thoroughly  inspected,  so  as  to  obtain  all  the  arms  from  among  them 
which  are  better  adapted  ^r  the  cavalry  service.  There  are  many 
difficulties,  however,  in  the  way  of  arming  the  cavalry  thoroughly, 
and  keeping  it  in  that  condition.  Few  cavalry  arms  are  imported, 
■  and  those  manufactured  in  the  Confederacy  are  generally  rejected. 
I  fear  there  is  great  carelessness,  too,  in  the  preservation  of  arms  in 
the  whole  army.  Company  and  regimental  officers  do  not  hold  their 
men  to  sufficient  responsibility.  Men  who  leave  the  camp  on  fur- 
lough should  be  compelled  to  turn  in  their  arms  and  accouterments 
to  the  ordnance  sergeant  or  brigade  ordnance  officer.  Wliere  in- 
fantry arms  have  been  issued  to  the  cavalry,  it  is  stated  that  they 
have  either  been  turned  in  or  thrown  away  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten. 
Before  the  army  went  into  Maryland,  2,000  Austrian  rifles  were 
sent  to  Culpeper  Court-House.  Of  these,  very  few  were  issued  to 
the  men,  and  after  the  fight  at  Brandj'  Station,  nearly  all  that  had 
been  issued  were  returned  or  thrown  away. .  Recently  600  Enfield 
rifles  and  Mississippi  rifles  were  sent  to  Culpeper  for  the  cavalry 
division.  The  brigade  ordnance  officer  declined  to  receive  them, 
saying  the  men  would  not  take  them. 

From  the  nature  of  the  cavalry  service,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
the  ordnance  officers  to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  Department.  Regi- 
mental and  company  commanders  should  be  held  to  rigid  account, 
and  be  required  to  make  frequent  returns.  Where  an  arm  or  ac- 
couterment  is  missing  and  not  |)roperly  accounted  for,  the  soldier 
should  not  only  be  charged  with  it,  but  military  punishment  should 
be  inflicted. 

Colonel  Baldwin  has  ordered  blank  forms  for  cavalry  armament 
returns  to  be  prepared,  which  will  be  issued  to  every  company  com- 
mander in  the  division.  To-day  he  reports  having  forwarded  220 
Enfield  rifles,  and  between  400  and  500  Sharp's  carbines,  with  some 
accouterments,  ammunition,  &c.-;  this  on  yesterday. 

I  think  your  dismounted  men  should  be  speedily  organized,  and 
thoroughly  drilled  as  infantry,  and  armed  to  be  used  as  infantry,  until 
they  can  be  mounted. 

Your  letter  of  August  14,  with  inclosed  dispatches,  was  received. 
I  thank  you  for  the  information  of  the  enemy's  position  which  it 
contains. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  15,  1863. 
Col.   J.    GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  C.  8.  Army  : 
Colonel  :  I  send  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin  down  this  morning 
to  consult  with  you  on  the  subject  of  arms  for  this  army.     We  are 
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in  especial  need  of  good  arms  for  the  cavalry  division,  and,  as  you 
will  see  from  his  rejjort,  there  is  a  considerable  deficiency  of  arms  in 
the  infantry,  which  deficiency  will  become  greater  as  the  number  of 
returning  convalescents  increases.  I  have  heard  from  several  sources 
that  there  are  arms  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  held  in  reserve  for  troops, 
which  are  still  to  be  reserved.  If  this  is  so,  I  think  that  they  should 
be  distributed  to  troops  in  the  field.  In  fact,  I  should  think,  in  the 
present  condition  of  things,  that  no  ordnance,  arms,  or  other  supplies 
should  be  kept  in  Charleston,  excepting  such  as  are  necessary  for  the 
troops  engaged  in  its  defense.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  make  some 
arrangements  by  which  the  deficiencies  in  this  army  may  be  speedily 
supplied. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

General. 


Richmond,  August  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

The  militia  referred  to  by  you  are  neither  Confederate  nor  State 
troops,  but  are  simply  militia  in  the  ser%'ice  of  the  Confederacy  for 
the  period  of  thirty  days. 

You  are  authorized  to  permit  the  militia  called  out  at  Petersburg 
to  remain  at  their  homes,  instead  of  going  into  camp,  upon  condition 
of  drilling  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  being  within  call  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Signal  Office, 
Biclimond,  August  15,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  items  received 
to-day  by  a  scout  who  left  Washington  August  8: 

Ten  thousand  men  (l^ew  York  troops)  have  recently  been  dis- 
charged from  Meade's  army,  their  time  having  expired.  A  large 
force,  stated  by  some  to  be  at  least  30,000  men,  has  also  recently  been 
withdrawn  from  the  same  army  and  sent  to  Charleston.  To  pay  off 
this  latter  force,  six  paymasters  have  been  sent  down,  which  item 
our  informant  in  Washington  furnishes  as  a  fact  by  which  the 
strength  of  the  force  may  be  estimated. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  NORRIS, 
Major,  and  Chief  of  Signal  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

August  17,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States: 
Mr.  President:  The  number  of  desertions  from  this  army  is  so 
great,  and  still  continues  to  such  an  extent,  that  unless  some  cessa- 
tion of  them  can  be  caused,  I  fear  success  in  the  field  will  be  endan- 
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gered.  Immediately  on  tlie  publication  of  the  amnesty,  wliicli  I 
thought  would  be  beneficial  in  its  effects,  many  presumed  on  it,  and 
absented  themselves  from  their  commands,  choosing  to  place  on  it  a 
wrong  interpretation.  In  one  corps,  the  desertions  of  North  Caro- 
linians, and,  to  some  extent,  of  Virginians,  has  grown  to  be  a  very 
serious  matter.  The  Virginians  go  off  in  many  cases  to  join  the 
various  partisan  corps  in  the  State.  General  Imboden  writes  that 
there  are  great  numbers  of  deserters  in  the  valley,  who  conceal 
themselves  successfully  from  the  small  squads  sent  to  arrest  them. 
Many  cross  the  James  Eiver  near  Balcony  Falls,  en  route  for  the 
south,  along  the  mountain  ridges.  Night  before  last,  30  went  from 
one  regiment  and  18  from  another.  Great  dissatisfaction  is  reported 
among  the  good  men  of  the  army  at  the  apparent  impunity  of 
deserters. 

In  order  to  remove  all  palliation  from  the  offense  of  desertion,  and 
as  a  reward  to  merit,  I  have  instituted  in  the  army  a  system  of  fur- 
loughs, which  are  to  be  granted,  in  the  most  meritorious  and  urgent 
cases,  at  the  rate  of  one  for  every  100  men  present  for  duty. 

I  would  now  respectfully  submit  to  your  excellency  the  opinion 
that  all  has  been  done  which  forbearance  and  mercy  call  for,  and 
that  nothing  will  remedy  this  great  evil  which  so  much  endangers 
our  cause  excepting  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  death  penalty  in 
future  in  cases  of  conviction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's 
obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  17,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Com'nianding  Valley  District: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  14tli  instant  has  been  received. 

So  long  as  you  are  undetermined  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  the  position  you  have  taken  may  be  well,  but  I  desire  you  to 
dispose  your  troops  to  cover  the  valley,  and  to  repress  any  expedi- 
tion above  Winchester,  if  possible.  The  best  way  of  effecting  this 
is  to  keep  the  enemy  constantly  a/pprehensive  for  the  safety  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  to  strike  at  it  whenever  you  can. 
He  will  then  be  obliged  to  distribute  himself,  and  cannot  mass  his 
troops  for  attack.  This  will  require  your  cavalry  to  be  active,  which 
can  serve  at  the  same  time  to  collect  cattle,  &c.,  from  the  exposed 
districts,  for  your  own  support  and  for  the  rest  of  the  army. 

I  desire  you  to  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  position  of  Col. 
William  L.  Jackson,  and  the  infajitry  about  Lewisburg  and  Hun- 
tersville  of  Gen.  Samuel  Jones'  command,  that  yoii  may  inform  them 
of  any  movements  affecting  the  country  in  which  they  operate. 
Co-operate  with  them  if  advantageous,  which  they  could  recipro- 
cate under  similar  circumstances.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  pros- 
pect of  raising  local  troops  in  Rockingham  and  Augusta  is  so  favor- 
able. This  will  enable  you,  by  leaving  guards  of  your  feeble  men 
at  certain  points,  to  be  strengthened  by  the  local  troops,  to  use  the 
mass  of  your  force  in  offensive  operations. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  bold  scouts  constantly  in  front  of  the 
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enemy  to  apprise  yoi\  of  his  movements  and  positions,  so  that  you 
may  regulate  yours.  All  the  iron,  cloth,  leather,  subsistence,  Sec, 
should  be  collected  in  the  valley  and  in  Northwest  Virginia  that  is 
possible,  and  I  hope  you  will  give  unremitting  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject and  all  the  aid  you  can  afford.  It  is  very  important,  too,  that 
you  should  collect,  and  send  back  to  the  army  all  stragglers  and 
deserters,  and  summary  means  must  be  resorted  to  for  this  purpose, 
if  necessary.  You  will,  therefore,  try  to  ascertain  their  luAing 
places,  send  parties  for  their  capture,  and  disperse  them.  There  is 
much  desertion,  I  regret  to  say,  from  this  army,  principally  from 
the  North  Carolina  troops,  but  it  also  occurs  among  others,  and,  I 
am  pained  to  add,  among  the  Virginians.  The  punishment  you  rec- 
ommend has  been  resorted  to,  but  I  begin  to  fear  nothing  but  the 
death  penalty,  uniformly,  inexorably  administered,  %vill  stop  it. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  August  17,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir:  The  time  has  come  in  which  I  am  obliged  to  have  for  the 
public  service  at  this  place  a  steamer  in  the  river.  Heretofore  I  re- 
lied upon  the  Lizzie  or  Mariner  coming  back,  which  boat,  you  will 
remember,  I  strongly  urged  should  be  taken.  But  she  has  been 
captured  by  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime,  the  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  importance  of  this  place  has  increased  in  a  most 
extraordinary  degree.  Independent  of  the  government  work  on 
blockading  steamers,  of  the  defense  of  the  cityj  the  quartermaster's 
department,  the  commissary  department,  for  transportation,  I  have 
just  received  notice  that  the  private  blockaders  heretofore  running 
to  Mobile  from  Havana  are  to  be  consigned  here,  and  that  the 
business  of  the  Government  is  to  be  very  largely  increased  by  the 
charter  of  many  steamers.  Already  I  have  not  the  means  of  proper 
communication  between  the  city  and  the  forts,  from  21  to  36  miles 
distant,  for  the  military  service  simply.  I  have  but  two  small  and 
defective  river  steamers.  The  navy  is  in  a  worse  plight.  I  have 
constant  and  necessary  demands  for  transportation  of  guns,  ammuni- 
tion, coal,  provisions,  and  all  that  belongs  to  an  important  entrepot 
like  this,  as  well  as  a  place  largely  and  extensively  fortified. 

To-day,  for  instance,  I  am  called  upon  to  lighten  the  steamer 
Advance,  belonging  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  aground  on  the 
rips.  More  important  still,  the  steamer  Gibraltar  (formerly  the 
Sumter),  having  on  board  two  700-pounder  Blakely  guns,  besides 
arms  and  ammunition,  is  still  outside  the  bar,  but  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  Fisher,  and  so  far  safe.  She  requires  to  be  lightened  to  come 
in.  I  have  put  troops,  &c.,  on  board  of  her.  The  necessity  of 
additional  steam  transportation  is  evident. 

There  are  now  twelve  steamers  in  this  port.  I  recommend  that 
we  purchase  at  once.  If  that  is  not  practicable,  impress  the  steamer 
Flora,  a  small  double  propeller  just  arrived.  She  grounded  on  the 
rips,  but  by  the  assistance  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher,. and  the 
loss  of  entire  cargo,  thrown  overboard,  has  been  saved  and  brought 
in.     She  is  just  what  I  want,  and  I  understand  she  is  owned  in  the 
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Confederate  States.  Nothing  but  the  most  imperious  necessity- 
would  induce  me  to  recommend  this  course,  but  I  think  we  must 
have  a  good  steamer  here,  that  it  is  essential,  and  that  you  will 
entirely  agree  with  me. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  this  matter  for  your  immediate  and  prompt 
consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

He  ADQU  A  RTERS, 

Orange,  August  18,  1863. 
General  Stuart, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  The  report  of  Major  Mosby,  of  4th  instant,  relative  to 
his  expeditions  toward  Fairfax  Court-House  and  below,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  War  Department.  I  greatly  commend  his  bold- 
ness and  good  management,  which  is  the  cause  of  his  success.  I 
have  heard  that  he  has  now  with  him  a  large  number  of  men,  yet 
his  expeditions  are  undertaken  with  very  few,  and  his  attention 
seems  more  directed  to  the  capture  of  sutlers'  wagons,  &c.,  than  to 
the  injury  of  the  enemy's  communications  and  outposts.  The  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  wagon  trains  is  advantageous,  but  the  supply 
of  the  Federal  Army  is  carried  on  by  the  railroad.  If  that  should  be 
injured,  it  would  cause  him  to  detach  largely  for  its  security,  and 
thus  weaken  his  main  army.  His  threat  of  punishing  citizens  on 
the  line  for  such  attacks  must  be  met  by  meting  similar  treatment 
to  his  soldiers  when  captured. 

I  do  not  know  the  cause  for  undertaking  his  expeditions  with  so 
few  men,  whether  it  is  from  policy  or  the  difficulty  of  collecting 
them.  I  have  heard  of  his  men,  among  them  officers,  being  in  rear 
of  this  army  selling  captured  goods,  sutlers'  stores,  &c.  This  had 
better  be  attended  to  by  others.  It  has  also  been  reported  to  me 
that  many  deserters  from  this  army  have  joined  him.  Among  them 
have  been  seen  members  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  If  this 
is  true,  I  am  sure  it  must  be  without  the  knowledge  of  Major  Mosby, 
but  I  desire  you  to  call  his  attention  to  this  matter,  to  prevent  his  ' 
being  imposed  on. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  F.  LFF, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding  Southwestern  Department: 
General:  Your  letter  of  August  12  has  been  received. 
I  thank  you  for  your  prompt  arrangements  to  lend  aid  to  Imboden 
in  the  valley.  He  has  only  his  own  infantry  and  cavalry  operating 
with  him.  Colonel  Wharton  is  near  here  with  his  brigade.  General 
Imboden  has  taken  position  at  Bridgewater,  in  order  to  protect  the 
upper  valley,  and  cover  the  gaps  from  Brock's  Gap  to  the  pass  via 
McDowell.  My  proposition  to  you  was  to  threaten  the  enemy's  flank, 
in  making  any  movement  through  these  passes,  by  a  demonstration 
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toward  Huntersville,  especially  any  approach  via  Monterey.  I  hope 
you  will  be  successful  in  beating  back  any  attempt  be  may  make  on 
your  lines  in  the  direction  of  Lewisburg. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 

War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  18,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  B.  Mallory, 

Commanding  Post,  Charlottesville,  Va.: 
Sir:  In  the  Examiner  of  to-day  it  is  stated  that — 

At  a  sale  of  Yankee  plunder  taken  by  Mosby  and  his  men,  held  at  Charlottesville 
last  week,  thirty  odd  thousand  dollars  were  realized  to  be  divided  among  the  gallant 
band. 

You  are  requested  to  inquire  whether  such  sale  was  made,  and  to 
report  the  facts  to  the  Department. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

August  19,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  a  conversation  with  Major  Mosby,  the  partisan  leader,  I 
suggested  to  him  the  use  of  Eains'  percussion  torpedoes  on  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad.  He  cordially  approved  of  the  suggestion, 
and  requested  me  to  write  to  you  for  a  supply  of  the  explosives  in 
question.  If,  therefore,  you  concur  with  us  in  thinking  that  much 
damage  may  be  done  to  the  enemy  by  means  of  these  bombs  placed 
beneath  the  rails  of  that  particular  road,  which  is  used  exclusively 
for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  army  supplies,  you  will  confer 
a  favor  upon  Major  Mosby  by  ordering  him  to  be  supplied  with  them 
immediately. 

While  writing,  I  take  occasion  to  ask  another  favor  of  the  Depart- 
ment, which  is,  to  revoke  the  commission  to  raise  a  company,  which, 
on  my  application,  was  granted  some  three  months  ago  to  Edward 
P.  Castleman,  of  Clarke  County.  I  do  this  also  at  Mosby's  request, 
as  I  find  from  him  that  Castleman's  conduct  is  not  what  I  thought  it 
would  be  when  I  recommended  him  to  you  for  a  command.  He  has 
not  succeeded  in  raising  a  company,  has  only  some  20  men  under 
him,  has  failed  to  report  to  Mosby  as  he  promised  to  do,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  his  own  independent  will  has  been  committing  depreda- 
tions and  taking  horses  trom  our  own  citizens.  If  Castleman's  com- 
mission, as  I  presume  it  is  a  contingent  one,  be  revoked,  those  with 
him  can  be  added  to  our  own  army  as  conscripts. 

No  news  here.     All  quiet  along  the  lines  in  front. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  BOTELER. 

P.  S. — General  Stuart  suggests  that  some  one  acquainted  with 
the  use  of  the  torpedoes  be  sent  up  with  them,  as  they  are  dangerous 
things  in  unskillful  hands. 
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[Indorsements.] 

August  26,  1863. 

ADJUTANT-GtENEEAL  : 

If  Castleman  has  not  mustered  and  sent  in  rolls  of  a  company, 
revoke  his  authority. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 

[P.  S.] — Then  Ordnance  Bureau,  for  consideration  and  report. 

August  31,  1863. 
y  on  file  in 
thority  should  be  revoked  in  orders, 


No  rolls  of  Castleman's  company  on  file  in  this  oflSce.     The  au- 

dei 


E.  A.  PALFREY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

September  2,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

September  3,  1863. 
Unless  these  torpedoes  can  be  continually  replaced  as  exploded,  I 
doubt  the  policy  of  using  them  at  all.  To  use  them  once  only  is  to 
irritate,  not  intimidate.  If,  therefore,  we  have  no  suflBcient  command 
of  the  vicinity  to  continue  the  use  of  these  impediments,  it  seems  to 
me  impolitic  to  begin  their  use.  They  can  be  furnished  here  when- 
ever called  for. 

J.   GORGAS. 

September  3,  1863. 
Ordnance  Bureau  : 

Have  you  an  olficer  or  employ^  you  can  send  to  use  theni  ? 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON], 


A  man  can  be  sent. 


Adjutant-General  : 
Revoke  Castleman's  authority. 


Secretary. 

J.  GORGAS. 
September  9,  1863. 


J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON], 

Secretary. 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond,  August  20,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
General:  I  respectfully  return  the  inclosed  letter  from  General 
R.  E.  Lee,*  and  use  the  occasion  to  urge  that  all  officers  who  may 

*  Of  August  15, 
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be  sent  out  by  the  general  commanding  be  ordered  to  report  to  the 
commandants  of  conscripts  in  the  respective  States,  and  furnish  them 
with  the  list  of  absentees,  and  to  co-operate  generally  with  enrolling 
officers  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  to  which  they  are  assigned. 
Instructions  have  been  issued  to  all  officers  under  the  control  of  this 
bureau  to  increase  their  vigilance  and  energy  in  carrying  out  the 
purposes  indicated  by  General  Lee.  The  list  of  absentees  furnished 
to  this  bureau  are  in  progress  of  distribution,  and  every  possible 
agency  will  be  employed  to  arrest  and  send  back  the  absentees. 

I  regard  it  as  important  to  success  that  the  officers  sent  from  the 
army  should  by  order  be  required  to  report  to  the  commandants. 
I  venture  to  sxi^-gest  that  it  might  facilitate  the  execution  of  this 
matter  if  all  officers  commanding  were  specially  required  forthwith 
and  regularly  to  send  to  this  bureau  a  roll  of  the  absentees  arranged 
according  to  the  county  and  congressional  district  in  which  they  are 
supposed  to  be.  Also  a  roll  of  substitutes,  giving  the  name  and 
post-office  of  the  principal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  PRESTON, 
Colonel,  and  Superintendent. 


Office  Insp.  Gen.  of  Field  Transportation, 

Richmond,  August  20,  1863. 
General  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-General : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  Secretary  of  War's  indorsement  concern- 
ing the  discrepancy  between  the  indorsement  of  General  Elzey  and 
that  of  my  own  on  the  application  of  the  Commissary  Department 
for  wagons  and  teams  to  haul  wheat  into  Richmond,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report : 

Captain  Tucker,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Danville,  the  only  offi- 
cer there  charged  with  transportation,  has  under  his  charge  32  four- 
horse  wagons  and  teams ;  8  two-horse  wagons  and  teams ;  19  service- 
able and  15  unserviceable  animals  not  used  in  the  teams  habitually, 
and  37  surplus  serviceable  and  unserviceable  wagons,  without  teams. 

This  transportation  is  in  daily  use,  as  follows:  Nine  four-horse 
wagons  and  teams  hauling  iron,  &c.,  for  Ordnance  Department,  at 
Leaksville;  11  four-horse  wagons  and  teams  hauling  and  accumu- 
lating wood  for  the  hospitals  at  post;  7  four-horse  wagons  and  teams 
and  1  two-horse  wagon  and  team  hauling  forage  for  the  Government 
and  support  of  teams;  5  four-horse  and  1  two-horse  wagons  and 
teams  hauling  lumber  from  mills  for  hospitals  building  in  neighbor- 
hood; 4  two-horse  wagons  and  teams  employed  at  the  different  hos- 
pitals; 1  two-horse  wagon  and  team  employed  by  the  Commissary 
Department;  1  two-horse  wagon  and  team  employed  at  stables  at 
the  posts. 

The  19  serviceable  animals  are  used,  about  10  for  saddle  purposes 
by  wagon-masters,  forage  agents,  &c.,  and  9  kept  as  relay  animals  to 
supply  the  places  in  the  teams  of  such  as  become,  from  any  cause, 
unserviceable.  The  15  unserviceable  animals  are  at  pasture  recruit- 
ing. I  have  endeavored  in  this  report  to  show  explicitly  the  number 
and  description  of  wagons  and  teams  available  at  Danville,  and  how 
they  are  daily  employed,  and  from  which,  I  think,  the  honorable 
Secretary  cannot  fail  tp  pouclvide  that  the  correctness  of  T^J  indprge» 
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ment  is  fully  sustained.  In  tliat  indorsement  I  stated  that "  the  num- 
ber of  wagons  and  teams  at  Danville,  being  only  about  half  the 
number  named  by  General  Elzey,"  meaning  only  four-horse  wagons 
and  teams,  such  only  being  suitable  for  hauling  grain  over  long 
lines. 

General  Elzey 's  indorsement  says, ' '  There  are  70  wagons  at  Danville, 
30  of  which  ought  to  be  used  for  transportation  purposes  elsewhere." 
The  general  was  mainly  correct  as  to  the  number  of  wagons,  but  evi- 
dently he  either  lost  sight  of  or  was  uninformed  as  to  the  number  of 
animals  at  Danville,  wherein  the  discrepancy  alone  arises  between 
his  indorsement  and  mine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLE, 
Major,  and  Inspector-General  of  Transportation,. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

BuKEAU  OF  Subsistence, 
Bichmond,  August  3,  1863. 

Col.    L.    B.    NOKTHROP, 

Commissary-  General  of  Stibsistence  : 

Colonel:  The  incessant  rains  of  the  past  month  have  not  only 
damaged  the  wheat  crop  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  materially  de- 
layed the  planters  in  their  farming  operations,  very  few  being  now 
engaged  in  thrashing,  and  nearly  all  Mali  be  prevented  from  sending 
their  crops  to  market  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  transportation. 

With  the  limited  stock  of  flour  now  in  this  market,  and  the  very 
small  quantity  in  the  State  under  control  of  this  Department  (ren- 
dered so  entirely  by  want  of  transportation  and  not  scarcity),  I  would 
suggest  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  the  available 
transportation  in  this  city,  and  attached  to  the  various  commands 
defending  it,  should  be  immediately  offered  to  the  farmers,  as  the 
prospect  of  obtaining  facilities  to  send  their  crops  to  market  will  no 
doubt  induce  them  to  commence  and  prosecute  their  thrashing  oper- 
ations with  energy  and  vigor. 

It  would  doubtless  be  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  "the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  impress  upon  him  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  immediate  action.  The  wagons  could 
be  recalled  at  any  time  when  necessary  for  the  movement  of  troops. 

Col.  A.  H.  Cole,  chief  of  field  transportation,  has  offered  to  loan  25 
wagons  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  and  states  that  he  could,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  increase  the  number  to  150 
from  the  commands  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BASSETT  FRENCH, 
Major,  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissaky-Geneeal  of  Subsistence, 

August  3,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  the  order  to 
Major-General  Elzey,  directing  that  all  the  arrangements  suggested 
by  Colonel  Cole  may  be  carried  out. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

August  3,  1863. 
'Colonel  Cole  is  authorized  to  furnisli  such  transportation  as  can 
be  spared  from  the  commands  around  Eicihmond,  to  aid  the  bringing 
of  supplies  to  the  Subsistence  Bureau. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON], 

Secretary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Office  Inspector-General  of  Transportation, 

August  12,  1863. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  General  Elzey. 

The  Commissary  Department  has  called  for  50  wagons  and  teams 
to  be  furnished  by  9  a.  m.  to-morrow.  I  will  be  able  to  furnish  by 
that  time  30  of  the  number,  leaving  20  to  be  provided  from  the 
commands  around  Richmond.  That  number  might  be  made  up 
from  the  following  troops,  and  still  leave  sufficient  for  the  necessary 
daily  service  of  each  command:  From  Forty-sixth  Virginia,  5 
wagons  and  teams;  from  Twenty-sixth  Virginia,  4  wagons  and  teams; 
from  Fourth  Virginia  [Heavy  Artillery],  5  wagons  and  teams;  from 
Fifty-ninth  Virginia,  3  wagons  and  teams ;  from  Major  Stark's 
artillery  battalion,  3  wagons  and  teams,  and  from  General  Wise's 
staff  teams,  1  wagon  and  team,  making  the  30  required  to  fill  the 
requisition. 

If  General  Elzey  approves,  I  request  that  these  teams  be  ordered 
to  report  immediately. 

A.  H.  COLE, 
Major,  and  Inspector-Oeneral. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Richmond, 

August  13,  1863. 
The  transportation  of  General  Wise's  brigade  is  constantly  em- 
ployed in  supplying  that  brigade,  and  cannot  be  spared  without 
destroying  its  efficiency.  I  therefore  earnestly  but  respectfully 
protest  against  its  being  taken  from  it.  There  are  70  wagons  at 
Danville,  30  of  which  ought  to  be  used  for  transportation  purposes 
elsewhere. 

Very  respectfully, 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Office  Inspector-General  of  Transportation, 

August  13,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  through  the  Quartermaster-General. 
The  transportation  referred  to  by  General  Elzey,  at  Danville,  has 
been  and  is  now  employed  in  hauling  supplies,  the  number  of  wagons 
and  teams  belonging  to  that  depot  being  only  about  half  the  number 
named  by  General  Elzey.  • 

A.  H.  COLE, 
Major,  and  Inspector- General. 

42  R  R— VOL  XXIX,   PT  II 
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[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

August  17,  1863. 
Major  Cole's  position  and  information  are  such  that  his  indorsement 
is  adopted,  and^respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
^  i-  J  ^   j^    LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

August  17,  1863. 
The  transportation  of  supplies  is  so  impoi-tant  that  the  requisition 
of  the  Quartermaster-General  is  approved. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Office  Inspector-General  op  Transportation, 

August  17,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  General  Elzey. 

A.  H.  COLE, 
Major,  and  Inspector-General. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

August  18,  1863. 
In  lieu  of' the  indorsement  last  made  by  me,  General  Wise  having 
undertaken  to  send  all  the  wagons  his  brigade  can  possibly  spare, 
but  desiring  that  they  should  be  under  the  charge  of  his  wagon- 
master  while  hauling  supplies,  let  him  be  ordered  to  send,  under 
charge  of  his  wagon-master,  such  wagons  as  he  can  spare,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  hauling  supplies,  as  indicated  by  the  Commissary-General 
or  the  Quartermaster-General. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 

,    August  18,  1863. 
Quartermaster-General  : 

There  appears  a  discrepancy  between  General  Elzey's  indorsement 
and  that  of  Major  Cole  m  regard  to  the  number  of  wagons,  &c.,  at 
Danville.  General  Elzey's  statement  was  made,  he  informs  me,  on 
the  authority  of  recent  inspection.  Cause  inquiry  and  report  as  to 
the  number,  so  that  the  number  at  command  may  be  undoubtedly 
ascertained. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON], 

Secretary. 

[Eleventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Eichmond, 

August  18,  1863. 
General  Wise  has  been  ordered  to  furnish  all  the  transportation 
he  can  spare,  under  his  own  wagon-master,  to  report  to  Major  Cole 
for  the  purpose  of  hauling  wheat  in  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond, 
very  respectfully, 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Quartermaster's  Office,  Wise's  Brigade, 

August  18,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Peaece,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  that  the  transportation  of 
this  brigade  has  been  so  reduced  by  a  recent  order  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  it  is  required  for  foraging,  excepting  at  intervals  of  short 
duration,  when  we  might  furnish  12  or  15  wagons;  but  ordinarily, 
unless  a  move  is  contemplated,  we  can  furnish  8  or  10  wagons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CARRINGTON  WATKINS, 

Major,  and  Brigade  Quartermaster. 


Special  Orders, 

No.  198. 


Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  August  30, 1863. 


XIV.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Rains  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  and  report  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding, 
&c.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

*  ****** 

XXIII.  Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegram,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will 
report  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, for  assignment  to  duty. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding,  for  August  20,  1863;  headquarters  Orange 
Court-House. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


o 


turo 
^  a 


General  headquarters 

First  Army  Corps  a  (Longstreet) 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) 

Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) . . . . 

Cavalry  (Stuart) 

Artillery  (Pendleton) 

Total 


14 

1,326 

1,491 

1,189 
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3(X) 


13,383 
14,900 
13,059 
8,094 
4,906 


14 
17,749 
19,266 
16,555 
10, 101 
5,857 


14 
33,951 
40,022 
32,500 
19,338 
8,317 


4,978 


54,282 


69,542 


134,142 


a  Note  on  original  states  that  two  regiments  o£  Hood's  division  (aggregate  present,  580)  are  not 
reported. 


War  Department,  C.  S.,  Bichmond,  August  21,  1863. 
General  Whiting,  Wilmington,  N.  C: 

Your  letter  about  Flora  not  received.  Have  you  got  out  the 
Blakely  guns,  and  can  you  send  them  by  railroad  to  Charleston? 
They  are  so  urgent  that  both  had  better  go  at  once. 

J  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Petersburg,  August  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey: 

Captain  Bird,  of  Florida,  returned  prisoner,  late  from  Fort  Nor- 
folk, says  in  the  last  two  weeks  20,000  men,  including  Eleventli 
Army  Corps,  have  passed  to  Charleston. 

M.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Conscript  Office,  Camp  Vance, 

August  21, .  1863. 
Col.  P.  Mallett, 

Commanding  Conscripts,  North  Carolina: 

Colonel:  Several  peace  meetings  have  been  held  in  the  Ninth 
and  Tenth  Districts,  at  which  I  understand,  not  officially,  that  the 
most  treasonable  language  was  uttered,  and  Union  flags  raised.  Can 
I  have  authority  to  break  up  any  such  assemblages,  and  arrest  the 
ringleaders  who  are  not  of  conscript  age? 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  complain  against  the  publication  of  the  Stand- 
ard newspaper,  which  is  issued  in  Raleigh,  and  extensively  circulated 
throughout  this  section.  From  common  report,  which  can  be  made 
official  intelligence  if  necessary,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that 
most  of  the  trouble  in  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  of  the  desertions 
from  the  army,  are  the  direct  consequence  of  the  circulation  of  this 
incendiary  publication. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  McRAE, 
Captain,  &c.,  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

Conscript  Office,  North  Carolina, 

August  27,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscripts. 
The  state  of  things  described  by  Captain  McRae  to  a  great  extent 
exists  in  other  parts  of  the  State.     The  attention  of  the  Department 
is  earnestly  recommended  to  this  matter. 

PETER  MALLETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Conscripts,  North  Carolina. 


Camp  near  Orange  Court-House, 

August  22,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Mr.  President  :  Your  note  by  General  Davis  has  been  received. 
General  Fitz.  Lee  has  sent  from  his  brigade,  now  near  Fredericks- 
burg, Colonel  Rosser's  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  the  counties  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  Gloucester,  to  be  in  readiness  to  afford  protection  if  needed 
to  the  expedition  you  mentioned.  Colonel  Rosser  will  take  a  con- 
venient position  between  Urbanna  and  Gloucester,  and  keep  out 
vedettes  for  observation. 

The  scouts  on  the  Potomac,  placed  by  me  since  my  return  from 
Maryland,  have  reported  no  increased  activity  on  the  river  since  the 
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passage  of  General  King's  division  from  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  &c.  No 
troops  have  been  reported  going  up  till  Thursday,  13th  instant,  when 
a  large  steamer,  with  probably  a  regiment  aboard,  ascended  the 
river.  About  a  fortnight  since,  twenty-four  steamers  were  reported 
passing  down,  apparently  loaded.  It  was  about  the  time  troops  were 
said  to  have  been  landed  at  Old  Point  for  Charleston.  As  I  have 
not  been  able  to  hear  of  them  further,  this  was  probably  the  case. 
The  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  General  Howard,  was  sent  back  about 
the  1st  instant,  and  reported  to  have  been  disbanded  and  distributed. 
It  was  very  much  reduced,  and  General  Stuart  thinks  did  not  exceed 
1,000  men  for  duty.  A  scout,  recently  from  Washington,  reports 
that  the  order  for  its  disbandment  was  rescinded  on  the  7th  instant 
by  General  Halleck,  and  that  it  was  ordered  to  Charleston.  Major 
Mosby,  recently  from  Alexandria,  says  that  up  to  the  time  he  left 
there  none  had  embarked  at  that  place. 

Colonel  White,  from  Loudoun,  reports  10,000  Federal  troops  pass- 
ing Fredericktown  toward  Washington  from  the  west.  I  can  learn 
of  no  troops  joining  General  Meade  since  General  King's  division, 
which  is  posted  at  Centreville,  excepting  conscripts.  General  Meade 
was  in  Washington  on  the  15th  instant.  His  army  is  posted  along 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  in  Fauquier  and  Prince  Will- 
iam. His  cavalry  is  guarding  each  flank  and  picketing  the  Rappa- 
hannock from  Waterloo  to  Falmouth;  none  have  yet  gone  below 
the  latter  place.  Up  to  the  17th,  no  operations  had  been  commenced 
at  Aquia,  nor  had  any  force  been  in  that  vicinity  either  by  land  or 
water.  A  large  amount  of  timber,  said  to  have  been  shipped  to 
Aquia,  had  not  arrived,  nor  can  I  hear  of  a  large  quantity  of  stone 
shipped  to  a  point  unknown.  Supply  transports  are  passing  up  and 
down  the  Potomac,  but  not  in  unusual  numbers.  The  enemy's  atten- 
tion seems  to  be  now  devoted  to  the  capture  of  Charleston,  which  I 
trust  he  will  never  get.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  the  vacancies  in  the 
army  filled,  and  the  horses  and  men  recruited  a  little,  if  General 
Meade  does  not  move,  I  wish  to  attack  him. 

I  have  received  another  application  from  General  Jenkins  to  join 

me  with  his  brigade.     I  should  like  much  to  have  him  if  he  can  be 

spared,  and  would  replace  it  by  General   Davis',  which  he  thinks 

would  enable  him  to  refill  this  regiment  [brigade  ?],  if  you  approve  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F,  LFF. 


Richmond,  August  22,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House,   Va.: 
The  following  received  through  the  signal  office  here,  from  agent 
in  Maryland,  dated  August  20  : 

I  learned  from  a  gentleman,  on  Tuesday,  direct  from  Washington,  and  in  posi- 
tion to  know  how  things  are  moving,  that  it  was  generally  believed  there  that  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  will  be  reduced  50,000  to  enforce  the  draft  in  New  York.  It 
looks  very  much  like  it,  from  the  great  numbers  of  troops  already  gone  down  the 
Potomac,  and  there  are  evidences  of  niore  to  come.  There  are  large  steamers  now 
up  the  river,  and  will  return  to-morrow. 

The  signal  officer  on  the  Potomac  states  that  from  certain  indi- 
cations the  troops  could  not  have  gone  farther  than  Fort  Monroe. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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Richmond,  August  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Dublin  Station,   Va.: 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Buckner,  viz  : 

Bumside  is  advancing  on  East  Tennessee.  Force  heavy,  but  numbers  not  known  ; 
chiefly  mounted  infantry  with  heavy  trains.  Points  not  developed  ;  probably  by 
Big  Creek  Gap  and  Wartburg.  Will  you  ask  General  Jones  to  re-enforce  me,  if 
possible?    Preston  covers  the  salt-works  now. 

You  will  do  what  you  can,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your 
department,  to  re-enforce  General  Buckner. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Union,  August  23,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
Your  telegram  of  this  date  received.     I  cannot  re-enforce  General 
Buckner  without  moving  the  troops  from  Saltville,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  prudent  to  do  that. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Union,  August  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.: 

I  cannot  give  you  any  aid  without  moving  my  troops  from  Salt- 
ville, and  I  cannot  move  them  without  an  order  to  do  so. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  Union: 

I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  that  I  declined,  in  your  absence,  to 
send  any  troops  to  Knoxville.  Telegram  just  received  from  General 
Buckner,  who  proposes  to  give  you,  at  Saltville,  equal  number  of 
dismounted  cavalry  for  the  Sixty-third  [Virginia]  Regiment,  and 
begs  you  to  send  it.  Under  General  Cooper's  telegram,  ought  it 
not  to  be  done  ?  I  have  ordered  McMahon  to  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness.   Please  let  me  hear  from  you  immediately. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  August  23,  1863. 
General  Buckner,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  : 

General  S.  Jones,  to  whom  your  dispatch  for  aid  was  sent,  reports 
he  cannot  re-enforce  you  without  moving  troops  from  Saltville, 
which  he  does  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  do. 

S.  COOPER. 
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Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  Auqust  23,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

Little  Levels,  Pocahontas  County,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  just  received  a  dispatcli  from  Colonel  Jackson, 
dated  yesterday.  He  was  at  Gatewood's  house,  on  Back  Creek,  12 
or  15  miles  from  Huntersville,  on  the  road  to  Warm  Springs.  He 
left  two  companies  at  his  old  camp,  8  miles  from  Huntersville,  on 
same  road.  He  thinks  this  move  of  the  enemy  was  designed  to 
surround  and  capture  him,  and  not  to  make  a  raid  on  Staunton. 
Colonel  Jackson  has  a  strong  position  on  Back  Creek,  and  expresses 
entire  confidence  in  his  ability  to  hold  it,  if  attacked.  He  was  skir- 
mishing all  day  Friday,  the  21st,  with  the  enemy  on  Knapp's  Creek. 

If  the  enemy  attempts  to  move  on  Colonel  Jackson  by  the  road 
from  Huntersville  to  Warm  Springs  (he  thinks  they  are  moving 
both  by  the  Knapp's  Creek  and  Back  Creek  roads),  I  think  you  can 
get  in  their  rear,  and  you  and  Jackson  together,  perhaps,  capture 
them. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  distance,  and  without  full  knowledge  of 
the  enemy's  movements  and  strength,  to  give  minute  instructions. 
I  trust  with  confidence  to  your  own  judgment  to  profit  'by  any 
opportunity  that  offers  to  punish  the  enemy. 

I  do  not  think  that  Averell  had  more  than  1,200  or  1,300  cavalry. 
If  he  has  divided  that  force  and  is  moving  by  the  two  routes,  as 
Colonel  Jackson  says,  you  will  be  fully  able  to  manage  the  column 
nearest  you. 

Communicate  fully  with  Colonel  Jackson,  and  co-operate  with 
him.  I  believe  you  rank  him,  but  unless  the  two  commands  act- 
ually come  together,  there  need  be  no  question  of  rank  raised. 
Colonel  Jackson  has  served  long  in  that  section. of  country  and 
knows  it  well. 

I  trust  that  you  two  will  so  manage  as  to  punish  the  enemy  se- 
verely before  they  extricate  themselves  from  the  mountainous  coun- 
try into  which  they  have  penetrated. 

Communicate  with  me  freely  by  way  of  Lewisburg. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. , 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General,  Comdg.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia. 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  August  23,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Derrick, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
without  delay,  with  your  whole  command,  transportation,  &c.,  to 
Greenbrier  Bridge,  and  there  await  further  orders. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  August  23,  18G3. 
Col.  W.  L.  Jackson, 

Bach  Creek,  Bath  County: 
Colonel:  I  received  this  morning,  between  8  and  9  o'clock,  your 
dispatch  of  yesterday. 
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Colonel  Browne,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Virginia,  left  Lewisburg  early- 
yesterday  with  his  own  regiment  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  (two 
other  companies  of  cavalry  had  preceded  him)  for  Little  Levels  and 
Marling's  Bottom,  with  orders  to  scout  the  roads  toward  Beverly 
and  Monterey.  I  have  sent  a  dispatch  to  him  communicating  the 
substance  of  your  dispatch  of  yesterday. 

If  the  enemy  is  advancing  on  you  by  both  the  Back  Creek  and 
Knapp's  Creek  roads,  Colonel  Browne  ought  to  be  able  to  get  in  the 
rear  of  the  column  that  goes  by  the  road  from  Huntersville  toward 
the  Warm  Springs,  and  between  you  that  column  will  be  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  cut  off  or  captured. 

I  have  directed  Colonel  Browne  to  communicate  and  co-operate 
with  you.    I  shall  look  anxiously  for  news  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  August  23,  1863. 
Col.  George  S.  Patton,  Lewisburg: 

Colonel  :  Both  of  your  dispatches  to-day  were  received  within 
about  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  of  each  other. 

Move  without  delay,  as  you  suggest,  with  your  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, up  Antony's  Creek,  toward  the  Huntersville  and  Warm  Springs 
roads,  and  co-operate  with  Colonel  Jackson.  Take  with  you  one 
company  of  cavalry,  leaving  the  remainder  on  the  Frankfort  and 
Pocahontas  roads,  to  watch  the  enemy  from  that  direction.  I  can 
give  you  no  more  minute  directions  at  present.  Keep  me  informed 
of  your  own  movements  and  those  of  the  enemy  as  fully  as  you  can. 
Colonel  Derrick  will  be  ordered  to  or  near  Lewisburg. 
In  haste,  yours,  &c., 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

[August  23,  1863. — For  Jones  to  Cooper,  in  reference  to  Averell's 
operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  43.] 


Headquarters, 

Orange  Court-House,  August  24,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond  : 

Mr.  President  :  The  information  from  the  signal  officer  in  Mary- 
land, telegraphed  me  by  General  Cooper,  is  confirmed  by  the  scouts 
on  the  Potomac.  They  report  that  on  the  17th  three  steamers  passed 
down  the  river  loaded  with  troops;  on  the  18th,  one;  on  the  19th, 
two ;  on  the  20th,  a  very  large  steamer,  with  two  smoke-stacks, 
crowded ;  and  on  the  21st,  one  large  steamer  filled  with  troops. 
These  troops  may  belong  to  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  on  their 
way  to  Charleston,  mentioned  in  my  previous  letter,  or  those  said  to 
have  passed  through  Maryland  from  the  west  on  their  way  to 
Washington. 

A  scout  from  north  of  the  Rappahannock  states,  on  Sunday,  16th 
instant,  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps  went  back  to  Alexandria.   Whether 
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he  confounded  the  Eleventh  with  the  Twelfth,  or  that  an  additional 
corps  has  gone  back,  I  do  not .  know  yet.  The  enemy's  lines  are  so 
closely  watched  and  our  scouts  have  to  make  so  wide  a  circuit,  that 
their  information  is  frequently  late  reaching  me. 

I  can  discover  no  change  of  importance  in  the  enemy's  position  on 
the  Rappahannock.  Nothing  prevents  my  advancing  now  but  the 
fear  of  killing  our  artillery  horses.  They  are  much  reduced,  and 
the  hot  weather  and  scarce  forage  keeps  them  so.  The  cavalry  also 
suffer,  and  I  fear  to  set  them  at  work.  Some  days  we  get  a  pound 
of  corn  per  horse  and  some  days  more ;  some  none.  Our  limit  is  5 
pounds  per  day  per  horse.  You  can  judge  of  our  prospects.  Gen- 
eral Fitz.  Lee  is  getting  from  north  of  the  Rappahannock,  below 
Fredericksburg,  about  1,000  pounds  per  day,  which  is  a  consider- 
able relief  on  that  wing.  Everything  is  being  done  by  me  that  can 
be  to  recruit  the  horses.  I  have  been  obliged  to  dimiiflsh  the  num- 
ber of  guns  in  the  artillery,  and  fear  I  shall  have  to  lose  more. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Orange  Court-House, 

August  24,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

On  application  of  General  Sam.  Jones,  I  have  directed  Jenkins' 
and  Wharton's  brigades  to  report  to  him. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

August  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  General  Sam.  Jones  telegraphs,  under  date  of  to-day,* 
that  the  -enemy  has  driven  Colonel  Jackson  out  of  Pocahontas,  and 
is  pressing  him  back  toward  the  Warm  Springs,  and  that  another 
column  is  moving  down  through  Beverly  toward  Lewisburg.  He 
desires  to  have  the  troops  belonging  to  his  command  now  with  this 
army  returned  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  telegraphed  to  you  to 
order  Jenkins'  brigade  to  rejoin  him,  and  desire  that  they  be  sent 
without  delay.  They  will  proceed,  by  the  best  route,  by  way  of 
Staunton  and  the  Warm  Springs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  24,  1863. 
General  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Commanding  Brigade: 
General:  General   Sam.  Jones  reports   by  telegraph  that  the 
enemy  has  driven  Colonel  Jackson  out  of  Pocahontas,  and  is  press- 

*SeePartI,  p.  43. 
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ing  him  back  toward  Warm  Springs.  Another  column  is  moving 
down  from  Beverly  toward  Lewisburg.  He  represents  himself  in 
great  need  of  all  the  troops  sent  to  this  army. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  make  arrangements  at 
once  to  report  to  him,  proceeding  via  Staunton  and  Warm  Springs, 
with  your  brigade  and  three  field  batteries.  Jenkins'  brigade  is  also 
ordered. 

I  have  directed  Colonel  Corley  to  use  the  railroad  to  the  extent  of 
its  ability,  without  stopping  supplies,  to  transport  the  sick  and  feeble, 
&c.,  of  your  command  to  Staunton.  You  had  better  send  him  the 
number  you  wish  forwarded  by  rail. 

You  can  take  -the  road  through  Charlottesville  or  StanardsvUle, 
as  you  may  deem  best. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863, 
Brigadier-General  Imboden, 

Commanding,  &e.,  Harrisonburg: 
The  enemy,  3,000  strong,  are  pressing  Colonel  Jackson  back  to- 
ward Warm  Springs  and  may  advance  on  Staunton. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones : 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 
Major  Kent,  Comdg.  Home  Guard,  Wytheville: 

Major  :  When  the  enemy  were  last  heard  from,  which  was 
yesterday,  they  were  pressing  Colonel  Jackson  back  to  Warm 
Springs.  Their  whole  force  reported  3,000  strong.  It  is  thought 
that  their  cavalry,  numbering  1,200,  will  make  a  raid  on  some  point 
of  the  railroad — most  probably  New  River  Bridge. 

There  is  no  telling  when  Wytheville  will  be  threatened  from  Pres- 
tonsburg  or  from  some  other  point  on  your  front.     This  information 
.is  given  that  you  may  be  ready  for  any  move  they  may  make. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 
Major  Kent,  Wytheville  : 

Have  your  guns  and  ammunition  issued  to  your  company  imme- 
diately.    The  enemy's  cavalry,  1,200  strong,  are  reported  advancing 
on  New  River  Bridge.     Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at 
a  moment's  warning. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  : 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24, 1863. 
Colonel  McCausland, 

ComTnanding,  &c.,  Princeton  : 
Telegrams,  dated  Union,  August  23  and  24,  inform  me  that  the 
enemy,  reported  3,000  strong,  have  pressed  ColonelJackson  back  to- 
ward Warm  Springs,  and  that  a  body  of  cavalry  numbering  1,200 
may  make  a  raid  on  the  railroad  near  New  River  Bridge;  that  an- 
other heavy  column  is  moving  on  Lewisburg. 

In  view  of  the  above,  General  Lee  has  ordered  Wharton's  and 
Jenkins'  brigades  to  report  to  General  Jones,  via  Staunton  and 
Warm  Springs. 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  August  24,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  T.  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg,  Va. : 
Send  such  force  as  you  can  command,  including  the  local  militia, 
who  will  go  as  they  did  to  Wytheville,  to  defend  the  bridge  over  New 
Eiver,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  There  are  guns  at  the  ordnance 
depot.  Call  on  Captain  Getty,  at  Lynchburg,  for  the  number  you 
need,  as  also  for  munitions. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg : 
The  enemy,  3,000  strong,  are  pressing  Colonel  Jackson  back  toward 
Warm  Springs.  It  is  thought  the  cavalry,  1, 200  strong,  will  advance 
on  the  railroad,  probably  at  New  River  Bridge.  I  would  suggest 
that  you  hold  all  of  your  available  force  in  readiness  to  proceed  at  a 
moment's  warning  to  the  support  of  the  threatened  point. 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 
Col.  Robert  T.  Preston, 

Christiansbu/rg: 
The  enemy  are  reported  1,200  strong,  moving  on  New  River  Bridge. 
Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning, 
and  await  further  orders. 
By  order,  &c. : 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  .Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  34,  1863. 

Colonel  Terrill, 

Commanding  Home  Guard,  Salem: 
Colonel  :  I  have  notified  you  by  telegram  that  I  have  sent  you 
by  this  evening's  train  50  guns  and  ammunition.     These  are  all  I 
can  furnish  at  present.     I  will  try  and  collect  more  at  New  Eiver 
Bridge,  whence  you  may  be  able  to  get  more  if  you  meet  them. 

A  telegram  dated  23d  instant,  from  the  general,  who  is  at  Union, 
says  the  enemy,  3,000  strong,  are  pressing  Colonel  Jackson  back  to- 
ward Warm  Springs. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  cavalry,  reported  1,200  strong,  will 
start  on  a  raid  to  the  railroad.  Let  me  know  if  you  want  the  "how- 
itzers" I  promised  you. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

(Same  to  Col.  E.  L.  Preston.) 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 

Colonel  Terrill, 

Salem  : 
The  enemy's  cavalry  are  reportea  1,200  strong,  moving  on  New 
River  Bridge.  Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
warning,  and  await  further  orders.     Notify  Captain  Tayloe,  at  Big 
Lick,  to  do  the  same. 
By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones : 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Westei^n  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  24,  1863. 
General  John  S.  Williams  : 

I  received  a  telegram  from  General  Jones  this  morning,  stating 
that  3,000  of  the  enemy  are  pressing  Colonel  Jackson  back  toward 
Warm  Springs,  and  that  he  was  apprehensive  of  a  raid  on  some  point 
of  the  railroad  by  their  cavalry,  numbering  1,200.  Steps  hav*  been 
taken  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  if  they  should  come  this  way. 
I  have  notified  Major  Kent,  commanding  home  guard  company,  to 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  repel  any  demonstration  on  Wytheville 
from  Prestonsburg,  or  from  any  point  in  his  front. 

I  received  a  telegram  from.  General  Buckner,  just  now,  asking 
General  Jones  to  place  you  in  command  of  General  Preston's  district 
in  his  absence.  You  have  been  authorized  by  telegraph  to  assume 
command  of  said  district.  You  will  please  telegraph  me  the  num- 
ber of  effective  men — now  that  the  Sixty-third  Virginia  is  gone  and 
has  been  replaced  by  an  equal  number  of  cavalry — under  your  com- 
mand that  may  be  used  for  the  defense  of  the  salt-works,  including 
the  troops  that  General  Preston  left,  and  all  of  the  home  guards  you 
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may  be  able  to  call  into  service.     It  is  important  that  couriers  should 
be  kept  at  the  telegraph  office  at  Glade  Spring,  so  that  communica- 
tion between  us  may  be  had  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  34,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Commanding,  Saltville  : 
In  the  absence  of  General  Preston,  you  will  take  command  of  the 
district.     The  sxibstitute  for  the  Sixty-third  [Virginia]  Regiment 
Avill  be  mounted  instead  of  dismounted  cavalry. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Va., 

August  24,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  at  Petersburg,  Va. :  .    , 

By  the  demonstration  on  the  Blackwater,  the  enemy  may  design 
to  draw  you  away  from  Petersburg  so  as  to  enable  him  to  throw  a 
force  up  the  river  in  transports,  land  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and 
turn  Drewry's  Bluff.     Keep  this  in  view. 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Chaffin's  Farm, 

August  24,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  R.  Robertson: 

Major:  Information  has  this  moment  been  received  from  the 
major-general  commanding  of  the  ascent  of  the  Chickahominy 
River  by  the  gunboat. 

I  am  directed  by  General  Wise  to  order  you  to  concentrate  your 
cavalry  at  the  Chickahominy  River,  dismount  your  men,  and  give 
the  best  fight  you  can.  This  order  you  will  obey  immediately  upon 
its  receipt.  It  the  boat  remains  up  the  Chickahominy  or  comes  up 
the  James,  you  will  report  promptly  to  the  general.  Establish  a 
courier  line  from  any  point  you  may  move  your  command  to  to  these 
headquarters,  and  probably  you  had  better  add  an  extra  courier  to 
each  post,  to  make  the  trips  easier.  General  Elzey's  orders  are  to 
destroy  the  boat,  if  possible.  It  is  probable  she  will  not  remain  up 
the  Chickahominy  all  night;  so  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  moving 
promptly  and  quietly,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  noise  that  might 
alarm  her.  A  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Harkey  has  just  been 
received,  conveying  the  intelligence  above  named. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  PEARCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  August  24,  1863. 

Hon:  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  df  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  have  for  some  time  been  greatly  concerned  on  account  of 
the  exposed  and  dangerous  situation  of  this  place,  and  this  district, 
due  to  -want  of  force.  I  hope  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to  it, 
and  through  you  that  of  the  President.  As  the  siege  of  Charleston 
continues,  so  the  importance  of  this  port  grows  every  day.  I  do  not 
know  now  that  there  is  another  place,  excepting  perhaps  Richmond, 
we  should  not  sooner  see  lost  than  this.  But  as  to  a  place  so  vulner- 
able, by  reason  of  the  very  large  field  in  which  points  of  attack  may 
be  selected,  the  entire  confidence  had  in  the  fortifications,  and  the 
reliance  evidently  had  on  either  the  want  of  enterprise  of  the  enemy 
or  the  supposition  that  he  has  his  hands  full  elsewhere,  seem  to  me 
like  tempting  Providence. 

I  have  but  one  regiment  in  this  district,  to  constitute  a  movable 
force.  It  is  called  upon  to  operate  sometimes  at  Topsail  (22  miles 
from  town),  sometimes  at  Fisher  (21  miles  in  the  opposite  direction), 
sometimes  at  points  intermediate  on  the  coast.  In  addition,  I  have 
but  three  or  four  of  probably  the  poorest  and  worst  appointed  field 
batteries  in  the  service,  batteries  formed  at  a  late  date  with  refuse 
guns,  and  which  have  never  seen  a  battle.  The  duties  of  the  garri- 
son of  the  city  and  the  forts  are  unusually  heavy  and  exhausting, 
while  the  season  is  very  sickly.  This  regiment  has  also  to  help  them. 
The  enormous  increase  of  the  government  trade,  the  increasing 
activity  of  the  enemy  in  trying  to  prevent  it,  gives  the  garrison  of 
the  forts  constant  employment  and  almost  ceaseless  battle.  The  duty 
devolving  on  the  city  garrison  is  overwhelming  in  the  guarding  and 
transportation  of  stores,  enforcement  of  the  quarantine,  guarding 
vessels  to  carry  out  the  regulations  for  detection  of  spies,  &;c.  But 
the  sense  of  security  which  is  felt,  either  in  the  supineness  of  the 
enemy  or  the  safety  and  strength  of  the  place,  sometimes  receives 
a  rude  shock. 

Yesterday  the  enemy  took  a  fancy  to  destroy  what  remained  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Hebe,  a  Crenshaw  steamer  run  ashore  some  days  ago, 
and  from  which  a  company  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  were 
engaged  in  saving  property.  The  steam  frigate  Minnesota  and  five 
other  gunboats  approached  the  beach,  and,  under  a  terrific  fire, 
attempted  to  laud,  but  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Captain  Munn, 
with  a  Whitworth  and  .two  small  rifle  guns  of  short  range.  The 
site  was  about  9  miles  from  Fisher,  on  the  narrow  and  low  beach 
between  the  Sounds  and  the  ocean,  and  completely  under  the  fire  of 
the  enormous  batteries  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  the  squadron, 
steaming  farther  up  the  beach,  eflEected  a  landing  some  2  miles  oif 
in  largely  superior  force,  and  came  dowii  upon  Captain  Munn,  still 
gallantly  fighting  his  little  guns  against  the  Minnesota,  they  being 
moved  by  hand,  and,  having  fired  his  last  round,  the  Whitworths 
disabled,  1  gunner  killed,  lieutenant  and  4  men  wounded,  Captain 
Munn,  with  his  small  party,  was  compelled  to  faU  back,  under  a 
heavy  enfilade  fire,  toward  Fort  Fisher,  with  the  loss  of  his  guns. 

This  took  place  9  miles  from  Fort  Fisher  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance from  the  city.  The  narrow  beach,  separated  from  the  mainland 
by  the  Sounds,  gives  every  facility  to  the  enemy,  and  secures  them 
from  us  who  are  without  boats  or  means  of  getting  at  them.    The 
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Fiftieth  [North  Carolina]  Regiment — the  only  one  I  have — was  off 
at  a  distance,  called  by  a  landing  made  by  the  enemy  at  Topsail,  in 
which  they  burned,  the  night  before,  a  schooner,  a  salt- work,  and 
took  2  artillerymen  prisoners. 

These  little  affairs,  however,  are  only  mentioned  in  illustration. 
This  is  the  first  time  they  have  landed;  but  what  they  have  done 
once  they  can  do  again,  and  doubtless  will.  There  is  no  day  scarcely 
until  the  winter  gales  set  in  but  what  they  could  put  5,000  men  on 
the  beach ;  they  can  get  them  from  New  Berne  and  Beaufort  before 
I  could  know  it.  I  only  say  if  they  do,  they  can  get  either  Fort 
Fisher  or  the  town  as  they  elect,  if  they  set  about  it  at  once. 

Few  persons  are  aware  of  the  extreme  difBculty  of  this  position, 
the  necessity  of  an  army  here,  and  the  trouble  and  uncertainty  in 
providing  by  the  disposition  of  a  supporting  force  to  anticipate  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  But  at  all  times,  and  especially  now,  I 
assure  you,  sir,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  warn  you,  that  at  least  a  strong 
brigade  ought  always  to  cover  this  important  and  vital  point.  I  can- 
not draw  them  from  other  points  of  the  department.  It  is  extensive, 
and  our  line  of  communication  very  vulnerable  and  much  exposed. 
Nor  have  I  control  of  all  troops  in  it. 

You  no  doubt  remember  that  10,000  of  the  best  troops  from  this 
section  were  sent  west  to  endeavor  to  save  Vicksburg.  Vicksburg 
has  fallen  and  Charleston  hard  pressed,  yet  no  doubt  those  troops 
are  still  necessary,  until  Pemberton's  are  exchanged,  where  they 
are.  A  brigade  is  far  from  the  force  which  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  here  when  this  place  is  attacked  in  force,  but  it  might  be 
disposed  so  as  to  secure  it  from  a  coup  de  main.  I  most  urgently 
urge  it.  I  beg  you  will  say  to  the  President  that  in  my  judgment 
nothing  here,  of  all  other  places,  should  be  left  to  chance  or  good 
fortune.  I  am  pushing  my  works;  the  Governor  is  supplying  me 
now  with  labor.  Do  not  let  this  be  thrown  away  or  rendered  useless. 
A  single  brigade  from  anywhere,  stationed  here,  made  familiar  with 
the  position,  would  be  worth  10,000  men  who  should  arrive  after  a 
coup  de  main  of  the  enemy,  or  when  they  should  have  succeeded  in 
making  lodgment,  when  they  would  be  too  late. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  to  you,  who  are  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  our  dependence  on  the  safety  of  this 
place  for  future  and  now  needed  supplies.  I  know  you  appreciate 
the  matter.  I  only  say  most  earnestly,  looking  as  I  do  from  a 
point  of  view  best  enabling  one  to  judge,  that  I  regard  the  state  of 
affairs  and  the  position  as  dangerous.  I  need  also  cavalry,  not  only 
against  raids,  but  even  here  more  than  anywhere  else.  The  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  stop  our  steamers  are  increasing.  Their  force  is 
largely  increased.  I  have  met  with  a  serious  and  heavy  loss  in  that 
Whitworth,  a  gun  that  in  the  hands  of  the  indefatigable  Lamb  has 
saved  dozens  of  vessels  and  millions  of  money  to  the  Confederate 
States.  I  beg  that  a  couple  of  the  Whitworth  guns  originally 
saved  by  him  from  the  Modern  Queen  may  be  sent  here  at  once. 
Their  long  range  makes  them  most  suitable  for  a  sea-board  position. 
Could  I  get  them  with  horses,  we  could  save  many  a  vessel  that  will 
now  be  lost  to  us.  But  chiefly  in  this  letter  I  beg  of  you,  if  you  con- 
cur in  my  views,  to  lay  the  matter  of  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
force  here  before  the  President, 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 
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August  26,  1863. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  President, 
whose  attention  is  specially  invoked  to  the  apprehensions  expressed, 
as  I  fear  with  so  much  reason,  by  General  Whiting. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

If  the  local-defense  men  promised  from  North  Carolina  are  in  posi- 
tion to  guard  the  road,  there  can  no  longer  be  any  difficulty  about 
sending  General  Martin's  brigade  to  Wilmington. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  August  24,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  this  morning  relative  to  the  urgent  and  increas- 
ing necessity  for  troops  in  this  district.  The  state  of  affairs  at 
Charleston  now,  though  I  by  no  means  despair  of  the  place  whether 
Sumter  falls  or  not,  is  very  critical. 

I  wish  to  point  out  one  thing  of  importance  which  the  present  con- 
dition of  Charleston  perfectly  illustrates,  and  which  I  have  often 
called  attention  to.  With  the  immense  navy  and  force  of  the 
enemy,  to  make  on  our  part  a  successful  resistance,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  them  getting  a  foothold  on  the  approaches. 
They  must  be  attacked  on  their  landing.  It  will  not  do  to  let  them 
quietly  establish  themselves  on  the  islands  and  approaches,  and  wait 
for  our  re-enforcements,  to  go  through  exhaustmg  process  of  the 
engineering  of  siege  attack. 

You  are  already  aware  that  though  I  am  strengthening  Fisher, 
it  is  a  work  more  designed  to  repel  sea  attack  than  land,  an  exten- 
sive line  of  sea-coast  batteries  connected  by  covered  ways.  Its  gar- 
rison is  sufficient  to  man  its  guns.  The  plan  of  defense  h^re  has 
always  been  predicated  on  the  support  of  a  movable  army,  and  in- 
deed no  other,  in  my  judgment,  could  be  adopted  with  effect, 

I  say  now  that,  as  far  as  my  opinion  in  the  matter  is  of  value,  it 
is  time  to  commence  assembling  troops  for  the  defense  of  Wilming- 
ton, whether  the  enemy  fail  or  succeed  at  Charleston.  The  fleet 
here  is  being  increased.  It  is  strong  enough  now  to  land  a  formid- 
able force  for  a  coup  de  main. 

I  have  not  the  means  to  meet  it  without  leaving  to  the  enemy  the 
whole  line  of  communication  in  North  Carolina.  I  could  answer 
for  Fort  Caswell  for  a  short  time,  but  not  for  Fort  Fisher  unless  I 
have  troops ;  of  these  there  ought  to  be  enough  to  enable  me  to 
make  a  formidable  resistance  at  the  very  beginning. 

I  must  repeat,  it  will  not  do  to  wait  for  the  attack.     Pardon  my 
urgency,  but  this  matter  is  indeed  very  urgent. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General, 


Chap.  XU..]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  673 

Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  August  24,  1863. 
Governor  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Raleigli : 

Sir  :  I  have  written  pressing  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  "War,  urg- 
ing that  the  time  has  arrived  to  commence  assembling  troops  for  the 
defense  of  Wilmington.  It  will  not  do  to  wait  until  we  are  attacked, 
and  then  depend  on  assembling  re-enforcements.  We  must  be  pre- 
pared. The  whole  plan  of  defense  of  this  now  vital  and  most 
important  point,  not  only  to  the  Confederacy,  but  to  your  State,  is 
predicated  on  the  presence  of  an  army  to  support  the  works  and  to 
crush  the  first  effort  of  the  enemy  either  to  advance  or  to  land.  The 
present  condition  of  Charleston  shows  that  we  should  never  let  the 
enemy  possess  himself,  with  his  immense  means,  of  the  approaches. 
I  do  not  despair  of  Charleston,  but  whether  it  falls  or  not,  I  say, 
as  one  in  the  position  to  judge,  that  it  is  time  to  look  out  for  Wil- 
mington. 

I  hope  that  a  response  will  be  made,  and  that  from  some  of  the 
armies  of  the  Republic  I  may  receive  some  troops.  I  fear  a  coup  de 
main.  This  district  is  stripped.  I  cannot  take  from  other  parts  of 
the  department  without  laymg  Raleigh,  Fayetteville,  Goldsborough, 
and  Weldon  open,  and  the  entire  communication  liable  to  be  de- 
stroyed, thus  preventing  my  ever  getting  troops.  Please  to  urge 
this  matter  yourself,  not  that  I  expect  other  than  a  perfect  compre- 
hension and  appreciation  of  the  wants  of  the  district,  but  to  add  the 
weight  of  your  influence.  In  the  meantime,  I  would  suggest,  if  you 
have  the  power,  that  you  would  order  into  the  field  four  or  five  regi- 
ments of  militia  infantry.  If  they  could  be  put  on  foot  at  once,  I 
think  Ave  could  arm  them  and  get  them,  by  means  of  an  excellent 
stafl',  into  good  discipline  and  drill.     Think  of  this. 

If  permitted,  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.     I  assure  you  the  matter  is  urgent. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  August  25,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir:  Should  the  enemy  design  attacking  this  place  from  the  south- 
ward, as  is  likely,  whether  they  succeed  or  fail  at  Charleston,  there 
is  a  feasible  line  of  attack  which  they  might  well  adopt,  now  that  the 
extraordinary  range  of  their  siege  guns  is  shown,  and  with  disas- 
trous consequences  to  us  here. 

It  is  to  land  at  either  Shallotte  or  Little  River,  or  both,  and  move 
directly  on  the  city,  plant  their  batteries,  and  destroy  it.  This  move 
on  their  part,  unless  promptly  defeated,  would  result  in  the  turning 
and  capture  of  Smithville,  the  Saint  Philip  lines,  the  isolation  of 
Fort  Caswell,  and  eventually  the  loss  of  the  harbor. 

As  in  all  other  cases  heretofore  demonstrated,  this  is  a  line  of  at^ 
tack  which  must  be  met  by  a  supporting  army.  The  works  are  not 
sufiicient. 

With  the* force  now  at  my  command,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  SSr/  tliat 
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the  large  fleet  now  off  here  have  men  enough  to  land  and  effect  this 
object.  I  regard  this  district  as  very  much  exposed.  The  enemy 
have  commenced  boat  raiding  to  destroy  salt-works.  I  cannot  pre- 
vent it.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  let  me  have  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery.     I  need  every  man  that  can  be  had. 

I  do  not  want  to  permit  the  enemy  to  acquire  any  knowledge  of 
the  approaches.     At  present  he  can  learn  what  he  pleases,  but,  inde- 
pendent of  this,  the  port  of  Wilmington  and  its  liarbors,  uncovered 
of  support,  are  not  now  safe. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Commandant's  Office, 
Drewry's  Bluff,  Va.,  August  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding  Defenses,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
General:  I  inclose  you  the  only  telegram  that  has  been  sent  me 
to-day.  I  sent  you  one  to  General  Wise  last  evening.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  keep  some  force  near  these  creeks,  so  that  when  the 
Yankees  enter  they  will  meet  with  a  sufficient  force  to  capture  them, 
or  at  least  to  break  up  their  plundering.  I  think  from  there  being 
one  vessel  and  150  men,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  firing  the  crojjs  and 
getting  in  the  negroes. 

It  would  be  well  if  we  could  put  a  stop  to  the  boats  entering  our 
rivers,  &c.,  for  they  come  to  destroy  all  the  crops  and  break  up  the 
farmers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  LEE, 

Commandant. 

[Inclosure.] 

August  25,  1863—11.05  a.  m. 
Captain  Lee: 

The  gunboat  is  in  Chickahominy  River.  She  lay  at  Lambert's 
Wharf  last  night.  Has  bales  of  hay  aboard  for  protection.  About 
150  troops  on  board.     No  gunboat  above  Hog  Island. 

HARKEY, 
Lieutenant. 

11.10  a.  m. 
The  fleet  off  Newport  News  consists  of  three  schooners  and  one 
brig.     One  gunboat  off  Hagan's  Creek. 

WOODLEY, 

Lieutenant. 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  Augiist  25,  1863. 
Major  Claiborne,  Commanding  Dunnes  Battalion: 

Major:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
yourself  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — The  general  also  directs  that  you  send  four  men,  well 
mounted,  to  report  to  him  at  Union  for  temporary  duty  as  couriers. 
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Lynchburg, 

August  26,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Enemy,  reported  from  4,000  to  6,000  strong,  are  advancing  on  New 
Eiver  Bridge.     I  am  so  advised  by  Major-General  Jonea. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Post. 


Lynchburg, 

August  26,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
Pursuant  to  orders,  all  my  available  force  was  sent  this  evening 
to  New  River  Bridge.  Sbould  General  Jones  be  mistaken  and  the 
enemy  strike  for  Bonsack's  or  Salem,  as  is  my  own  impression,  every 
thing  east  of  those  points  would  be  utterly  without  defense.  I  would 
Avish  to  have  troops  indicated  upon  whom  I  could  call  for  assistance, 
if  necessary.  If  transportation  were  ready  and  the  troops  in  readi- 
ness, I  could  get  them  down  in  time  from  Gordonsville. 

I  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Anderson,  chairman  of  committee 
of  safety  of  Botetourt  County,  saying.the  enemy  are  reported  to  be 
in  Covington  this  morning. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  26,  1863. 
Col.  G.  C.  Wharton: 

Telegram  received.     Proceed  to  Warm  Springs  at  once,  via  Staun- 
ton, and  there  await  orders.     Let  me  know  when  you  reach  Warm 
Springs.     Enemy  pressing  Jackson  near  Warm  Springs.     Strength, 
between  5,000  and  6,000  mounted  infantry. 
By  order,  &c. : 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.   C,  August  26,  1863. 
General  Martin, 

Kinston: 
My  Dear  General:  I  have  your  two  notes  by  the  hand  of 
Colonel  Moore,  and  first  I  must  say  that  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  the 
arrangements  for  defense  about  Kinston.  It  is,  however,  so  impor- 
tant at  least  that  the  enemy  should  not  have  it,  that  in  my  opinion 
we  must  hold  on  as  long  as  we  can.  If  the  deserter  and  Whitford 
news  is  correct.  Peck  has  not  the  force  to  drive  you  from  the  posi- 
tion, especially  if  Ransom  assists  you.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  give 
up  Kinston  would  be  to  give  up  Goldsborough  and  all  our  picket 
line  now  so  important  in  giving  information. 
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I  directed,  for  your  immediate  needs,  one  of  Ransom's  regiments 
to  Goldsborough.  I  learn  to-day  that  it  has  arrived  there.  It  had 
better  probably  remain  there  for  a  while.  The  pressing  calls  I  have 
made  on  the  President,  and  the  representations  I  have  made  of  the 
dangerous  condition  of  this  department  will,  I  think,  meet  with  a 
response,'  and  I  shall  have  some  more  force.  I  want  to  come  to 
Kinston  very  miich,  but  just  now,  in  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  at 
Charleston,  and  my  being  my  own  engineer,  hurrying  up  important 
work,  makes  me  loth  to  leave  at  this  juncture.  If  a  large  force  is 
gathered  at  Kinston  I  shall  come  on;  but  the  probability  is  that  at 
no  distant  time  both  friends  and  enemies  will  be  gathered  round 
this  place,  now  become  the  most  important  point  in  the  Confederacy. 
It  will  require  an  army  to  attack  it  and  one  to  defend  it. 

As  to  the  gunboat,  I  care  very  little.  I  never  expect  it  to  be  fin- 
ished, or  if  finished  to  do  anything.  So  far  the  gunboats  have  caused 
more  trouble,  interfered  more  with  government  business  and  trans- 
portation, been  bound  up  more  and  accomplished  less  than  any  other 
part  of  the  service.  Here  I  do  not  permit  them  to  interfere  any 
longer.     They  must  give  place  to  more  useful  business. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  Peck  has  no  greater  force.  Neither  he  nor 
Potter  are  inuch. 

I  consider  Kenansville  a  very  important  point.    You  may  add  the 
remaining'  section  to  the  one  now  there.     I  wish  that  they  would 
push  Claiborne's  case  and  get  rid  of  him. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  August  26,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Dear  Sir  :  The  vast  numbers  of  deserters  in  the  western  counties 
of  this  State  have  so  accumulated  lately  as  to  set  the  local  militia  at 
defiance  and  exert  a  very  injurious  effect  upon  the  community  in 
many  respects.  My  home  guards  are  poorly  armed,  inefficient,  and 
rendered  timid  by  fear  of  secret  vengeance  from  the  deserters.  If 
General  Lee  would  send  one  of  our  diminished  brigades  or  a  good 
strong  regiment  to  North  Carolina,  with  orders  to  report  to  me,  I 
could  make  it  increase  his  ranks  far  more  than  the  temporary  loss  of 
his  brigade,  in  a  very  short  time.  Something  of  this  kind  must  be 
done. 

Very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Indoniements,] 

Referred  to  General  Lee  by  Secretary  of  War,  August  29,  1863. 

Headquarters, 

September  8,  1863. 
General  Hoke,  with  two  regiments  m^  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  has 
been  sent  to  Governor  Vance, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 
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Bottom's  Bridge,  August  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Elzey,  Richmond,  Va. : 

A  courier  has  just  arrived  with  intelligence  that  the  enemy  is 
coming  up  in  force,  both  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  advance  guard 
was  at  Barhamsville  this  morning.     Six  flags  seen  in  the  infantry. 

J.  G.  McKISSICK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Cavalry,  Holcortibe  Legion. 

Mr.  Kendrick  will  send  the  above  dispatch  to  General  Elzey  forth- 
with, and  oblige,  very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  McKISSICK, 
Captain,  Commanding,  &c. 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  August  27,  1803. 
Brigadier-General  Imboden,  Commanding,  &c.: 

We  fought  the  enemy  near  here  all  yesterday  and  to-day  again. 
About  midday  they  retreated  toward  Warm  Springs.  They  suf- 
fered severely  here,  and  are  much  exhausted,  both  men  and  horses, 
and  I  believe  they  are  short  of  ammunition.  I  have  ordered  Whar- 
ton's and  Jackson's  brigades  to  hurry  to  Warm  Springs  and  attack 
them.     Look  out  for  them  and  damage  them  as  much  as  possible. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  Oeneral. 

White  Sulphur  Springs, 

August  27,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Jenhins"  Brigade: 

Press  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Warm  Springs,  and  attack 
the  enemy.  He  was  whipped  and  punished  severely  here  yesterday, 
and  to-day  retreated  toward  Warm  Springs  about  midday,  men 
and  horses  much  exhausted ;  cavalry  and  infantry  pursuing  them. 
Colonels  Wharton  and  Jackson  are  ordered  to  Warm  Springs  on 
same  duty  I  now  order  you. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- Oeneral. 


White  Sulphur  Springs, 

August  37,  1863. 
Col.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Fought  the  enemy  near  here  all  day  yesterday,  and  again  to-day, 
until  about  midday,  when  he  abandoned  his  position,  ai^d  retreated 
toward  Warm  Springs,  pursued  by  cavalry  and  artillery.  They  have 
about  3,000  men  and  six  field  pieces,  under  General  Averell.  They 
left  one  regiment  at  Warm  Springs.  I  hope  you  and  Jenkins'  bri- 
gade will  intercept  the  retreating  enemy  at  Warm  Springs,  and  fol- 
low and  cut  them  up.  They  suffered  severely  here.  One  of  their 
.surgeons,  whom  we  have,  estimates  their  loss  at  500.  We  have 
taken  about  150  prisoners.  They  are  much  exhausted,  both  men 
and  horses,  and  I  believe  they  are  short  of  ammunition.  Push  them 
to  the  utmost,  and  help  destroy  them,  if  possible. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 
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White  Sulphur  Springs,  August  27,  1863. 

Col.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
We  f  ought  the  enemy  near  here  all  yesterday  and  again  to-day. 
About  midday  he  abandoned  his  position,  and  retreated  toward 
Warm  Springs,  followed  by  cavalry  and  artillery.  He  suffered  se- 
verely. A  surgeon  estimates  their  loss  at  500.  They  are  much 
exhausted,  both  men  and  horses,  and  1  believe  they  are  short  of  am- 
munition. They  were  about  .3,000  strong,  and  had  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. General  Averell  commanding.  They  left  a  regiment  at  Warm 
Springs,  and  may  attempt  to  make  a  stand  there.  Push  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  do  your  utmost  to  cut  them  up.  I  have 
telegraphed  to  Colonel  Jackson  and  the  commanding  officer  of  Jen- 
kins' brigade.     You  will  be  the  senior  officer  until  I  get  up,  and 


will,  of  course,  command. 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Jackson: 


SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Callaghan's,  August  28, 1863. 


Our  troops  are  all  occupied  :  fought  the  enemy  on  the  26th.     It 
is  impossible  at  present  to  send  you  any  re-enforcements.     General 
Williams  has  been  telegraphed  at  Saltville  to  be  on  the  alert. 
By  command  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

WM.  B.  MYEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Petersburg,  August  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Elzey: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  send  four  regiments  without  delay. 
Will  this  be  sufficient  ?  Two  regiments  will  leave  the  depot  at  7 
o'clock,  the  other  two  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished. 
Shall  I  send  for  any  portion  of  Ransom's  brigade  ?  I  expect  to  come 
over,  unless  you  think  differently. 

M.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters,  Wilmington, 

August  28,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir:  While  the  foreign  business  of  the  Government  at  this  place 
is  daily  increasing  and  its  importance  to  the  country  growing  in  still 
greater  ratio,  the  enemy  are  enlarging  their  force  and  redoubling 
their  efforts  to  stop  the  trade,  to  break  off  our  communications,  and 
to  attack  the  last  port  which  remains  to  us.  In  the  meantime,  I  am 
powerless  for  want  of  troops.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  my 
running  to  this  subject,  but  it  is  one  of  so  great  importance  that  I 
can  leave  no  effort  unmade  either  to  illustrate  the  state  of  affairs 
or  to  ask  for  relief. 

The  necessity  here  for  a  very  strong  movable  force,  the  stronger 
the  better,  is  daily  more  apparent,  and  it  should  be  of  all  arms.     It 
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is  hard  to  say  whicli  I  need  most,  infantry,  artillery,  or  cavalry,  all 
are  so  necessary  and  so  important.  Two  batteries  of  10-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  so  long  since  applied  for,  might  have  saved  the  Hebe 
with  her  large  and  valuable  cargo  of  government  stores.  I  have 
lost  my  little  Whitworth,  which  has  so  often  driven  off  the  enemy 
and  saved  our  steamers,  in  an  unequal  contest  with  a  frigate  and  six 
steamers.  But  it  is  not  to  save  steamers  that  I  want  force.  It  is  to 
make  this  vital  point  secure,  to  leave  nothing  to  chance  or  good  for- 
tune, or  the  supineness  or  the  imbecility  of  the  enemy,  secure 
against  sudden  attack;  above  all,  independent  of  the  raids  which 
every  day  threaten  our  line  of  communication,  and  may  result  in 
leaving  this  place  defenseless  and  not  to  be  relieved  at  the  most  crit- 
ical time.  It  must  be  recollected  that,  almost  entirely  without  cav- 
alry, with,  besides  this  district,  the  whole  department  to  look  after, 
stripped  almost  of  troops,  it  may  be  in  the  enemy's  power  to  establish 
himself  in  force  immediately  on  the  railroad.  Even  now  such  a  de- 
sign is  being  prepared  by  Peck,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  command- 
in  ISTew  Berne. 

In  this  district,  of  such  paramount  importance,  I  have  but  one 
regiment  of  infantry  and  three  small  companies  of  cavalry.     It  is 
out  of  my  power  to  place  more  here.     Really  it  seems  to  me  like 
tempting  Providence.     Please  try  to  sfend  me  troops. 
^Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 

rindorsement.] 

September  1,  1863. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

Another  urgent  appeal  from  General  Whiting  for  re-enforcements, 
which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  provide. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


Warm  Springs, 
August  30,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Orange  Couri-House  : 
The  enemy  that  fought  us  on  the  36th  and  37th  retreated  very 
rapidly  by  Huntersville,  and  passed  Greenbrier  Bridge  at  Marling's 
Bottom  early  yesterday  morning.  My  cavalry  pursued  them  to  that 
point,  and  a  small  force  still  following  them.  A  part  of  Colonel 
Wharton's  brigade  arrived  here  yesterday.  Jenkins'  cavalry  was 
about  3  miles  west  of  Staunton  last  evening,  coming  on  to  this  place. 
From  what  I  hear  of  Imboden,  he  was  probably  at  Monterey  last 
night,  with  the  intention  of  moving  on  to  Huntersville.  I  fear  he 
cannot  reach  there  in  time  to  intercept  the  retreating  enemy.  They 
have  been  severely  punished,  and  when  they  reach  Beverly  will  not, 
I  think,  be  fit  for  service  for  several  weeks.  A  captain  of  artillery 
whom  I  have  prisoner  says  they  started  from  Moorefield  with  between 
4,000  and  5,000,  General  Averell  commanding.  Is  that  the  force 
referred  to  by  you  in  your  dispatch  of  the  26th  instant  ? 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

(Similar  dispatch,  same  date,  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.) 
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Warm  Springs. 
August  30,  1863. 
Colonel  Ferguson, 

Commanding  Jenkins''  CavaTry: 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  pro- 
ceed to  this  place  and  thence  to  Pocahontas  County  and  establish  your 
command  at  or  near  Marling's  Bottom,  wherever  in  that 'immediate 
vicinity  you  can  find  forage  for  your  horses. 

In  case  you  have  turned  on  to  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  turn- 
pike in  the  direction  of  Monterey,  you  will  continue  to  that  place ; 
otherwise  you  will  proceed  according  to  the  instructions  contained 
above. 

In  either  event,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your 
command  be  established  near  Marling's  Bottom  until  further  orders, 
as  soon  as  your  present  movement  is  completed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Warm  Springs, 
August  30,  1863. 
Colonel  Ferguson, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  instead  of 
coming  to  this  place,  as  instructed  in  the  dispatch  sent  yoti  this 
morning,  that  you  proceed  by  the  shortest  route  to  McDowell  and 
occupy  the  country  in  that  vicinity,  scouting  the  road  as  far  as  High- 
town.  If  pressed  by  the  enemy,  you  will  fall  back  to  Shenandoah 
Mountain,  and  hold  that  pass  as  long  as  possible. 

The  general  is  not  only  desirous  of  guarding  the  approaches  from 
that  direction,  but  it  being  a  good  grass  country,  he  wishes  your 
horses  recuperated,  and  that  you  get  them  in  efficient  condition  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  You  will  also  scout  the  Franklin  road. 
Draw  your  supplies  from  the  nearest  depot,  and  send  up  reports  and 
communications  for  headquarters  to  the  general  commanding  at 
Diiblin  depot,  via  Staunton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,   WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department. of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  August  30,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Williams, 

SaltvUle  : 
General  A.  E.  Jackson,  at  Jonesborough,  telegraphs  for  re-en- 
forcements, and  says : 

The  enemy,  in  large  force,  are  advancing  on  BJioxviUe.    On  their  return,  I  appre- 
hend they  will  come  this  way. 

In  view  of  the  above,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that 
you  will  be  on  the  alert. 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Richmond, 

August  31,  1863. 
General  Samuel  Jones, 

Union  Springs,  Va.  : 

I  hear,  yet  unofficially,  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  on  and 
probably  have  taken  Knoxville.  Can  you  not  aid  to  defend  South- 
western Virginia  and  East  Tennessee  bordering  thereon  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1863 ;  headquarters 
Orange  Court-House. 


Present  for 
duty. 

> 

i 

a 

a, 
S 

< 

4^ 

ho* 
< 

Si 

Command. 

1 

1 

'C 
es 

O 

15 

16 

15 

First  Army  Corps  (Longstreet) : 

Staff   

11 
530 
356 
527 

11 
6,789 
5,316 
7,041 

11 
12,10? 
11,344 
11,700 

5,27? 
4,009 
5,382 

5,2?7 
4,009 
5,382 

Total 

1,424 

14,668 

14,668 

19,157 

S),  162 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) : 

Staff          

18 
485 
488 
460 

18 
7,401 
6,802 
5,746 

21 
14,984 
12,757' 
12,056 

5.640 
5,279 
4,509 

5,640 
5,279 
4,609 

Total              

1,461 

15,428 

15,428 

19,907 

39,818 

Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) : 

Staff                                                 

15 
470 
264 
398 

15 
6,937 
4,646 
5,736 

17 
12,775 
8,307 
11,234 

5,499 
3,686 
4,416 

5,499 
3,685 
4,416 

Heth's  division                             r. . 

Wilcox's  division 

1,145 

.13,601 

13,600 

17,334 

32,333 

Cavalry  (Stuart): 

11 
1  9 
152 

99 
110 

44 
18 

11 
1,725 
2,730 
1,773 
2,103 
787 
451 

16 
3,S?S 
4.814 
3,6.31 
3,288 
1,486 
668 

1,332 
2,295 
1,305 
1,754 
623 
392 

1,332 
2,295 
1,305 
1,754 
623 
392 

14 

Total              

573 

7,701 

a7,701 

9,580 

17,081 

14 

Artillery  (Pendleton) : 

99 

86 
82 

1,80? 
1,470 
1,652 

1,807 
1,470 
1,652 

2,099 
1,782 
2,020 

2,889 
2,  .569 
2,787 

87 

Second  Army  Corps           

79 

60 

Total                                          

267 

4,929 

4,929 

5,901 

8,245 

232 

4,875 

56,32? 

56,326 

71,954 

133,2.54 

246 

oOt  the  7,701  men  reported  as  "  Effective  total,"  cavalry  division,  1,333  are  dismounted. 
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Organization  of  the  Army  of  Northern    Virginia,  General  E.   K 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  18G3. 

FIEST  ARMY  CORPS. 

Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet. 

m'laws'  division. 


Maj.  Gen. 

Kershaw's  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Henagan. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  D.  Ken- 
nedy. 
3d  South     Carolina,    Col.    James    D. 

7th  South  Carolina,  Col.  D.  Wyatt  Ai- 
ken. 

8th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  W.  Hena- 
gan. 
loth  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph 
F.  Gist. 

3d  South  Carolina  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  G.  Rice. 

Huraphreys'  Brigade.* 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  G.  Humphreys. 

13th  Mississippi,  Col.  John  W.  Carter. 
17th  Mississippi,  Col.  W.  D.  Holder. 
18th  Mississippi,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Griffin. 
32st  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Bran- 
don. 


.  McLaws. 

Wofford's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Wofford. 

16th  Georgia,  Col.  Goode  Bryan. 

18th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  S.Z.  Ruff. 

24th  Georgia,  Col.   Robert  McMillan. 

Cobb's  (Georgia)  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  Lu- 
ther J.  Glenn. 

Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  E. 
S.  Barclay. 

3d  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 
Maj.  P.  E.  Davant. 


Semmes'  (late)  Brigade. 

Col.  Goode  Bryan. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  John  B.  Weems. 
50th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  R.  Manning. 
51st  Georgia,  Col.  E.  Ball. 
53d  Georgia,  Col.  James  P.  Simms. 


PICKETT'S  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett. 
Corse's  Brigade.  HuntorCs  Brigade.  \ 


Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Corse. 

15th  Virginia,  Col.  T.  P.  August. 
17th  Virginia,  Col.  Morton  Marye. 
29th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Giles. 
30th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  T.  Harrison. 


Annistead's  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  R.  Aylett. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  J.  Phillips. 
14th  Virginia,  Col.  Wilham  White. 
38th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds. 
53d    Virginia,  Col.  W.  R.  Aylett. 
57th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  R.  Fontaine. 


Brig.  Gen.  Efpa  Hunton. 

8th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Berkeley. 
18th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  E.  "Withers. 
19th  Virginia,  Col.  Henry  Gantt. 
28th  Virginia,  Col.  William  Watts. 
56th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  P.  Slaugliter. 

Kemper's  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  jr. 

1st  Virginia,  Col.  Frederick  G.  Skinner. 

3d  Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  jr. 

7th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Flowereee. 
11th  Virginia,  Col.  David  Funsten. 
24th  Virginia,  Col.  William  R.  Terry. 


*Assigned,  August  17,  by  G€neral  Lee. 
t  Assigned,  August  15,  by  General  Lee. 
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Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Law. 
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Law's  Brigade. 

Col.  James  L.  Sheffield. 

4th  Alabama,  Col.  P.  D.  Bowles. 
15th  Alabama,  Maj.  A.  A.  Lowther. 
44th  Alabama,  Col.  "William  F.  Perry. 
47th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  J.  Bulger. 
48th  Alabama,  Col.  James  L.  SheflSdd. 

Anderson's  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  W.  White. 

7th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  W.  White. 

8th  Georgia,  Col.  John  R.  Towers. 

9th  Gfeorgia,  Col.  Benjamin  Beck. 
11th  Georgia,  Col.  F.  H.  Little. 
59th  Georgia,  Col.  Jack  Brown. 


Robertson's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robertson. 

3d  Arkansas,  Col.  Van  H.  Manning. 
1st  TexBB,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  A.  Work. 
4th  Texas,  Col.  J.  C.  G.  Key. 
5th  Texas,  Col.  R.  M.  Powell. 

Benning's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Benning. 

2d  Georgia,  Col.  Edgar  M.  Butt. 
15th  Georgia,  Col.  D.  M.  Du  Bose. 
17th  Georgia,  Col.  Wesley  C.  Hodges. 
20th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  D.  WaddeU. 


SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 


Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell. 


RODES'  division. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes. 


Daniel's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel. 

32d   North  Carolina,  Col.  E.  C.  Brabble. 
43d   North    Carolina,    Col.   Thomas    S. 

Kenan. 
4oth  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel 

H.  Boyd. 
53d   North  Ca,rolina,  Col.  W.  A.  Owens. 
2d   North    Carolina     Battahon,    Maj. 

John  M.  Hancock. 

Ramseur's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Ramsecr. 

2d  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  R.  Cox. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Bryan  Grimes. 
14th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  Tyler  Ben- 
nett. 
30th  North    Carolina,   Col.    Francis   M. 
Parker. 


Doles'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Doles. 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  Philip  Cook. 
12th  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Willis. 
21st  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Mercer. 
44th  Georgia,  Col.  Samuel  P.  Lumpkin. 


Battle's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Battle. 

3d   Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  For- 
syth. 
5th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  M.  HaU. 
6th  Alabama,  Col.  James  N.  Lightfoot. 
12th  Alabama,  Col.  Samuel  B.  Pickens. 
i  26th  Alabama,  Col.  E.  A.  O'Neal. 


Iverson's  (late)  Brigade. 

5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Garrett. 
12th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Henry  Eaton  Coleman. 
20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  F.  Toon. 
23d  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  D.  Johnston. 
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EARLY'S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Eakly. 


Hays'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Habey  T.  Hays. 

5th  Louisiana,  Col.  Henry  Feme. 
6th  Louisiana,  Col.  W.  Monaghan. 
7th  Louisiana,  Col.  David  B.  Penn. 
8th  Louisiana,    Lieut.     Col.    Alcibiades 

De  Blanc. 
9th  Louisiana,  Col.  Leroy  A.  Stafford. 

Hoke's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  F.  Hoke. 

6th  Nort;h    Carolina,    Col.    Robert    F. 
Webb. 

21st  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  W.  Kirk- 
land. 

54th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Kenneth  M. 
Murchison. 

57th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Archibald  C. 

Godwin. 
1st  North    Carolina    Battalion   Sharp- 
shooters, Maj.  R.  W.  Wharton. 


Gordon's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon. 

13th  Georgia,  Col.  James  M.  Smith. 
26th  Georgia,  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson. 
31st  Georgia,  Col.  Clement  A.  Evans, 
38th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  D.  Mathews. 
60th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  H.  Stiles. 
61st  Georgia,  Col.  John  H.  Lamar. 

Smith's  (Jate)  Brigade. 

Col.  John  S.  Hoffman. 

13th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  Ter- 
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31st  Virginia,  Col.  John  S.  Hoffman. 

49th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Catlett  Gib- 
son. 

52d  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  James  H. 
Skinner. 

58th  Virginia,  Col.  F.  H.  Board. 


JOHNSON'S  DIVISION.* 


Maj.  Gen.  Edward  Johnson. 


"  Stonewall "  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  A.  Walker. 

2d    Virginia,    Col.    J.    Q.  A.    Naden- 

bousch. 
4th  Virginia,  Col.  Charles  A.  Ronald. 
5th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  H.  S.  Funk. 
27th  Virginia,  Col.  James  K.   Edmond- 

son. 
33d  Virginia,  Col.  F.  W.  M.  Holliday. 

Steuart's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Steuart. 

1st  Maryland  BattaUon,  Lieut.  Col.  J. 

R.  Herbert. 
1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  A.   Mc- 
Dowell. 
3d  North   Carolina,  Col.  WUliam   L. 

De  Rosset. 
10th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren. 
23d   Virginia,  Col.  A.  G.  TaUaferro. 
37th  Virginia,  Col.  T.  V.  Williams. 


Jones'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Jones. 

21st  Virgmia,  Col.  W.  A.  Witcher. 
25th  Virginia,    Col.    Jolin    C.    Higgin- 

botham. 
42d  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  W.  Withers. 
44th  Virginia,  Col.  Norvell  Cobb. 
48th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Dungan. 
50th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  S.  Vandeventer. 

Iverson's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Iv^rson. 

1st  Louisiana,  Col.  W.  R.  Shivers. 

2d   Louisiana,  Col.  J.  M.  Williams. 
10th  Louisiana,  Col.  Eugene  Waggaman. 
14th  Louisiana,  Col.  Z.  York. 
15th  Louisiana,  Col.  Edmund  Pendleton. 


*0n  face  of  the  returns,  only  three  brigadier-generals  are  reported  present  for 
duty.     . 
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THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill. 

ANDERSON'S  DIVISION.* 

Maj.  Gren.  R.  H.  Anderson. 


WUeosc's  (late)  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  C.  C.  Sanders. 

8th  Alabama,  Col.  Y.  L.  Royston. 

9th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  H.  King. 
10th  Alabama,  Col.  W.  H.  Forney. 
11th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  C.  C.  Sanders. 
14th  Alabama,  Col.  L.  Pinckard. 

Wrighfs  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright. 

3d   Georgia,  Col.  Edward  J.  Walker. 
23d   Georgia,  Col.  Joseph  Wasden. 
48th  Georgia,  Col.  WilUam  Gibson. 

2d   Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  George  W. 
R(»s. 


Mahone's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone. 

6th  Virginia,  Col.  George  T.  Rogers. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  D.  A.  Weisiger. 
16th  Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Ham. 
41st  Virginia,  Col.  William  A.  Parham. 
61st  Virginia,  Col.  V.  D.  Groner.     " 

Perry's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gren.  E.  A.  Perry. 

2d  Florida,  Lieut.  Col.  L.  G.  Pyles. 
5th  Florida,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Lamar. 
8th  Florida,  Col.  David  Lang. 


Posey's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  PoSEY. 

12th  Mississippi,  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor. 
16th  Mississippi,  Col.  Samuel  E.  Baker. 
19th  Mississippi,  Col.  N.  H.  Harris. 
48th  Mississippi,  Col.  Joseph  M.Jayne. 

HETH'S  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  Heth. 


Pettigrew's  (late)  Brigade. 
Col.   T.   C.   SlNGELTARY. 

11th  North  Carolina,  Col.  CoUett  Leven- 

thorpe. 
26th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  John  R. 

Lane. 
44th  North    Carolina,   Col.   Thomas    C. 

Singeltary. 
47th  North    Carolina,    Col.    George    H. 

Faribault. 
52d  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  K.  Marshall. 

Walker's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Walker. 

40th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  M.  Brockenbrough. 
47th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  M.  Mayo. 
.'55th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  S.  Chnstian. 
22d  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  E. 
P.  Tayloe. 


Archer's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Walker. 

5th  Alabama  Battalion,  Maj.  A.  S.  Van 
A(^  CrrsArP  t 
13th  Alabama,  Col.  B.  D.  Fry. 
1st  Tennessee  (Provisional  Army),  Col. 

Peter  Turney. 
7th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  A.  Fite. 
14th  Teimessee,  Col.  William  McComb. 


Davis'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Davis. 

2d  Mississippi,  Col.  J.  M.  Stone. 
11th  Mississippi,  Col.  F.  M.  Green. 
42d  Mississippi,     Lieut.     Col.     Hillery 

Moseley. 
55th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  K.  Con- 

naUy. 


*Only  two  of  the  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty, 
t  Detached. 
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WILCOX'S  DIVISION.* 


Maj.  Gen.  C. 
Lane's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Lane. 

7th  North  Carolina,  Col.    Edward    G. 

Haywood. 
18th  North  Carolina,  Col.  JohnD.  Barry. 
38th  North    Carolina,   Col.    Samuel    D. 

Lowe. 
33d  North    Carolina,    Col.    Clark    M. 

Avery. 
37th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  M. 

Barboiir. 

McGowan's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  McGowan. 

1st  South  Carolina  (Provisional  Army), 

Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton. 
1st  (Orr's)  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col. 

F.  E.  Harrison. 
13th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  L.  Miller. 
13th  South  CaroUna,  Col.  B.  T.  Brock- 
man. 
14th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Abner  Penin. 


M.  Wilcox. 

Thomas'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Thomas. 

14th  Georgia,  Col.  Robert  W.  Folsom. 
35th  Georgia,  Col.  Boiling  H.  Holt. 
45th  Georgia,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Simmons. 
49th  Georgia,  Col.  S.  T.  Player. 


Scales'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  M.  Scales. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Hy- 

man. 
16th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  S.  Mc- 

Elroy. 
33d  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L. 

Mitchell. 
34th  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  L.  J.  Low- 

rance. 
38th  North    Carolina,   Col.    William  J. 

Hoke. 


CA"«^ALRY  CORPS,  t 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuaet. 


Hampton's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton. 

Cobb's  (Georgia)  Cavalry,  Col.  P.  M.  B. 

Young. 
Phillips  (Georgia)  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.W. 

W.  Rich. 
Jeff.  Davis  (Mississippi)  Legion,  Lieut. 

Col.  J.  F.  Waring. 
1st  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  B. 

Gordon. 
1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Col.  John  L. 

Black. 
3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Col.  M.  C. 

Butler. 

W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Brigade. 

Col.  John  R.  Chambliss,  jr. 

3d  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Col.  W.  G. 

Robinson. 
9th  Virginia  Cavahy ,  Col.  E.  L.  T.  Beale. 
10th  Virginia  Cavalry,   Col.    J.    Lucius 

Davis. 
13th  Virginia    Cavalry,    Col.    John    R. 

Chambliss,  jr. 
15th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  William  B. 
Ball. 


Sobertson's  (late)  Brigade. 

Col.  D.  D.  Feeebee. 

4th  North  Carolina  Cavalry  (59th  North 
Carolina  Troops),  Col.  D.  D.  Fere- 

5th  North  Carolina  Cavalry  (63d  North 
Carolina  Troops),  Lieut.  Col.  S.  B. 
Evans. 


Fitzhugh  Lee's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

1st  Battalion  Maryland  Cavalry,  Lieut. 

Col.  R.  Brown. 
1st  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  R.  W.  Caiter. 
3d  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  Thomas  T. 

Munford. 
3d  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  Thomas  H. 

Owen. 
4th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  Williams  0. 

Wickham. 
5th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  Thomas  L. 

Rosser. 


*  Only  three  of  the  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty.    Major-General 
Wilcox  assigned  by  General  Lee,  August  15. 
f  Only  two  brigadier-generals  (Fitzhugh  Lee  and  Jones)  reported  present  for  duty. 


Chap.  XLI.] 


CORKESPONDENCJi,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


687 


Jones'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones. 

6th  "Virginia  Cavalry,  Ldeut.  Col.  John  Shac  Green. 

7th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  E.  H.  Dulany. 
11th  Vu'ginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  R.  Funsten. 
12th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  A.  W.  Harman. 
33th  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  V.  White. 

Horse  Artillery. 

Maj.  R.  F.  Beckham. 

Breathed's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  James  Breathed. 
Chew's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  R.  P.  Cheve. 
McGregor's  (Virg:inia)  Battery,  Capt.  W.  M.  McGregor. 
Moorman's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  M.  N.  Moonnan. 

ARTILLERY. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton. 

FIRST  ABMY  CORPS. 


CahelTs  Battalion. 
Col.  H.  C.  Cabell. 


Col.  J.  B.  Walton. 

Bearing's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Dearino. 


Manly's  (North  Carolina)  Battery,  Capt. 

B.  C.  Manly. 
Pulaski  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  C. 

Fraser. 
1st  Richmond     (Virginia)     Howitzers, 

Capt.  E.  S.  McCarthy. 
Troup  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.   H.   H. 

Carlton. 

Henry's  Battalion. 
Maj.  M.  W.  Henry. 

Branch  (North  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
A.  C.  Latham. 

German  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
W.  K.  Bachman. 

Palmetto  (South  Carolina)  Light  Artil- 
lery, Capt.  Hugh  R.  Garden. 

Rowan  (North  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
James  Reilly. 


Blount's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  J.  G. 

Blount. 
Fauquier  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.   R. 

M.  StribUng. 
Hampden  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W. 

H.  Caskie. 
Richmond  Fayette  (Virginia)  Artillery, 

Capt.  M.  C.  Macon. 

Alexander's  Battalion. 
Col.  E.  P.  Alexander. 

Bedford  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Tyler 
C.  Jordan. 

Brooks  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
W.  W.  FickUng. 

Madison  (Louisiana)  Light  Artillery, 
Capt.  G.  V.  Moody. 

Parker's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Will- 
iam W.  Parker. 

Taylor's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Os- 
mond B.  Taylor. 

Woolfolk  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Pi- 
chegru  Woolfolk,  jr. 


Washington  {Louisiana)  Artillery. 

Maj.  B.  F.  Eshleman. 

1st  Company,  Capt.  C.  W.  Squires. 
2d    Company,  Capt.  J.  B.  Richardson. 
3d    Company,  Capt.  M.  B.  Miller. 
4th  Company,  Capt.  J.  Norcom. 
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SKCOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

Col.  S.  Crutchfield, 

Andrews'  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Andrews. 


Alleghany  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 
C.  Carpenter. 

Chesapeake  (Maryland)  ArtUlery,  Lieut. 
John  E.  Plater. 

Lee  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  I. 
Eaine. 

1st  Maryland  Battery,  Capt.  W.  F.  De- 
ment. 

Carter's  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Carter. 

Jeff.   Davis  (Alabama)  Artillery,   Capt. 

WiUiam  J.  Reese. 
King  WUliam  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 

W.P.  Carter. 
Morris  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  E.  C. 

M.  Page. 
Orange  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  W. 

Frv. 


Jones'  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  P.  Jones. 


Charlottesville  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 
James  McD.  Carrington. 

Courtney  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Will- 
iam A.  Tanner. 

Louisiana  Guard  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  A. 
Green. 

Staunton  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A. 
W.  Garber. 

Brown's  Battalion. 
Col.  J.  T.  Brown. 

Powhatan  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W. 

J.  Dance. 
Rockbridge  (Virginia)  ArtiUery,  Capt.  A. 

GrSiam. 
Salem    (Virginia)   ArtUlery,    Capt.    A. 

Hupp. 
2d  Richmond  (Virginia)  Howitzers,  Capt. 

David  Watson. 
3d  Richmond  (Virginia)  Howitzers,  Capt. 

Benjamin  H.  Smith,  jr. 


Nelson's  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Nelson. 

Amherst  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Kirkpatrick. 
Fluvanna  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  John  L.  Massie. 
MUledge  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.  John  MiUedge,  jr. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Col.  R.  L.  Walker. 


Poague's  Battalion. 
Maj.  W.  T.  Poague. 

Brooke's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  James 

V.  Brooke. 
Graham's     (North    Carolina)     Battery, 

Capt.  Joseph  Graham. 
Madison    (Mississippi)    Light    Artillery, 

Capt.  George  Ward. 
Wyatt's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  J.  W. 

Wyatt. 

Mcintosh's  Battalion. 
Maj.  D.  G.  MclNTOSH. 

Hardaway  (Alabama)  Battery,  Capt. 
W.  B.  Hurt. 

Johnson's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Mar- 
maduke  Johnson. 

Lusk's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  William 
K.  Donald. 

Rice's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  E.  Sid- 
ney Rice. 


Gamett's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Garnett. 

Grandy's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  C.  R. 

Grandy. 
Lewis'  (Virginia)  Battery,   Capt.    John 

W.  Lewis. 
Donaldsonville     (Louisiana)     Artillery, 

Capt.  V.  Maurin. 
Moore's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  J.  D. 

Moore. 

Pegram's  Battalion. 
Maj.  W.  J.  Pegram. 

Crenshaw's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Lieut.  A. 
B.  Johnston. 

Fredericksburg  (Virginia)  Artillery, 
Capt.  E.  A.  Marye. 

Letcher  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  A. 
Brander. 

Pee  Dee  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 
E.  B.  Brunson. 

Purcell  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt,  Jo- 
seph McGraw, 
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Ross'  (Greorgia)  Battery,  Capt.  H.  M.  Eoss. 

Patterson's  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  Greorge  M.  Patterson. 

Irwin  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.  John  T.  Wingfleld. 


Abstract  from  ttie  return  of  tlie  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold 
Elzey,  C.  S  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


<! 


ho 

< 


^  m 


General  headquartere . 
Ransom^s  division  — 
Wise's  command  a. . . . 

Chaffins  Bluff 

Drewry's  Bluff 

Richmond  defenses  . . . 


11 
444 
l(n 
21 
18 
73 


r,183 

2,533 

271 

248 

1,448 


7,B89 

2,089 

329 

358 

1,586 


11 

8,525 

3,256 

466 

446 

1,851 


11 

11,017 

4, 456 

503 

491 

2,121 


Total. 


732     11,632 


12,501 


14,554 


19,109 


40 
10 
18 


62 


a  And  the  40th  "Virginia  Cavalry  BattaUon. 


Troops  in  the  Dep'irtment  of  Richmond,  Maj.   Oen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 


ransom's  division.* 


Ransofm's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  W.  Ransom. 

24th  North  Carolina,  Col.  WUliam  J. 
Clarke. 

25th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  M.  Rut- 
ledge. 

35th  North  Carolina,  Col.  JohnG.  Jones. 

49th  North  Carolma,  Col.   Lee  M.   Mc- 

56th  North  Carolina,  Col.  PaulF.  Faison. 


Artillery  Battalion. 

Maj.  Francis  J.  Boaos. 

Martin's  (Virginia)  Battery. 
Sturdivant's  (Virginia)  Battery. 
Webb's  (North  Carolina)  Batt«ry. 


Jenkins'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins. 

1st  South  Carolina  (Volunteers),  Col.  F. 

W.  KUpatrick. 
2d  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  Thomas 

Thomson. 
5th  South  Carolina,  Col.  A.  Coward, 
6th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  Bratton. 
Hampton's     (South    Carolina)    Legion, 

Col.  M.  Vf .  Gary. 
Palmetto      (South      Carolina)     Sliarp- 
shooters,  Col,  Joseph  Walker. 

Artillery  Battalion. 

Maj.  James  E.  Branch. 

Bradford's  (Mississippi)  Battery. 
Coifs  (Soutii  Carolina)  Battery. 
Pegram's  (Virginia)  Battery. 
Wright's  (Virginia)  Battery. 


*  Jenkins  probably  in  command. 
44  R  E — VOL  XXIX,   PT  II 
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Artillery  Battalion. 

Maj.  E   F.  MOSELEY. 

Dabney's  (Virginia)  Battery. 
Talley's  (Virginia)  Battery. 
Young's  (Virginia)  Battery. 

Unattached. 

10th  Georgia  Battalion. 
32d    Virginia. 

C.  S.  Zouaves  (Louisiana  Battalion.) 
3d    North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Col.  John  A.  Baker. 
Moore's  (North  Carolina)  Battery. 
Slaten's  (Georgia)  Battery. 

WISE'S  COMMAND. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise. 
Wise's  Brigade.  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


4th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  J. 
Thomas  Goode. 
26th  Virginia,  Col.  P.  R.  Page. 
46th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  T.  W.  Duke. 
59th  Virginia,  Col.  WiUiam  B.  Tabb. 


Holcombe  (South  Carolina)  Legion. 
10th  Virginia,  Company  D. 
15th  Virginia,  Company  C. 
32d    Virginia  Battalion. 
40th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
T.  Robins. 


Artillery  Battalion. 
Maj.  A.  W.  Stakk. 


McComas  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  D.  A.  French. 
Matthews  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  D.  Armistead. 

chaffin's  bluff. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Maury. 

Gloucester  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  B.  Montague. 
King  and  Queen  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  F.  Bagby. 
Lunenburg  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  T.  Allen. 
Pamunkey  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  J.  Jones. 

dreSwry's  bluff. 
Maj.  F.  W.  Smith. 

Johnston  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  B.  J.  Epes. 
Neblett  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W.  G.  Coleman. 
Southside  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  W.  Drewry. 
United  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  Kevill. 

RICHMOND  DEFENSES. 

Col.  T.  S.  Rhett. 


First  Division. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Atkinson. 

10th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battalion, 
Maj.  James  O.  Hensley. 

19th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battalion, 
Maj.  N,  R,  Caxj. 


Second  Division. 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Howard. 

18th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battalion, 

Maj.  M.  B.  Hardin. 
20th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battalion, 

Maj.  James  E.  Robertson. 
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Light  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Lightfoot. 

Alexandria  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  D.  L.  Smoot. 
Caroline  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  R.  Thornton. 
Nelson  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  Henry  Rives. 
Suny  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  De  Witt  Hankins. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  11.  C. 
Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 

a 

t 

Cud 

a 
CO  a 

Pieces   of 
artillery. 

Command. 

i 

d 
1 

1 

E 

General  headquarters  a 

8 

40 

49 

61 

District  of  the  Cape  Fear: 

10 
34 
20 
22 
25 
30 
34 

10 
1,053 
458 
784 
817 
663 
728 

n 

1,431 
504 
913 

1,074 
830 
823 

752 
291 
525 
518 
531 
582 

835 
386 
036 
688 
566 
595 

"■2i' 

28 
47 

,» 

Forts  Anderson  and  Branch 

Fort  Fisher       

2 

50th  North  Carolina  b 

Total    

175 

3,199 

3,706 

4,513 

5,586 

98 

24 

District  of  North  Carolina: 

5 
22 
104 

6 
53 

9 

199 

5 
821 

2,281 
111 

1,461 
129 

5 
391 

3,525 
202 

1,878 
243 

1,757 

95 

1,158 

108 

276 

1,936 

98 

1,215 

113 

Between  the  Roanoke  and  the  Tar 

Detachments  b            ...        . .          ... 

Total                           .   . 

3,371 

3,6,38 

4,308 

6,244 

12 

Grand  total 

382 

6,610 

7,3S4 

8,870 

11,891 

96 

86 

a  Including  signal  corps. 

b  Stations  not  reported  in  original. 


Troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  August  31,  1863. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR. 


42(1    North  Carolina*  (t^vo  companies). 
50tli  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  A.  Washing- 
ton. 
61st  North  Carolina*  (three  companies). 

7th  Confederate  Cavalry*  (three  compa- 
nies). 

5th  North  Carolina  Cavalrv,*  Company 
E. 

5th  South  Carohna  Cavalry*  (two  com- 
panies). 

1st  North  Carolina  Artillery,  Company 
I  (section). 

1st  North    Carolina    Heavy    Artillery 
Battalion,  Company  A. 

2d    North  Carolina  Artillery,  Col.  WiU- 
iam  Lamb. 


3d    North  Carohna  Artillery,  Maj.  John 

J.  Hedrick. 
3d  North  Carolina  Artillery  Battahon, 

Maj.  John  W.  Moore. 
10th  North    Carolina    Heavy   Artillery 

Battahon. 
18th  North    Carolina    Artillery    Battal- 
ion,   Company    D,   Capt.   Z.   T. 

Adams. 
Staunton  Hill  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 

A.  B.  Paris. 
Forts  Anderson  and  Branch,  Maj.  John 

J.  Hedrick. 
Fort  Caswell,  Col.  T.M.Jones. 
Fort  Fisher,  Col.  William  Lamb. 
Wilmington,  Maj.  W.  H.  Gibbes. 


*  Mounted  force,  under  command  of  Maj.  George  Jackson,  at  Kenansville, 
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DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


62d    Georgia  (three  companies). 
8th  North  Carolina  Infantry  Battalion, 

Maj.  John  H.  Nethercutt. 
13th  North  Carolina  Cavaliy  Battalion, 

Maj.  Samuel  J.  AVheeler,  jr. 
13th  North  Carolina  Infantry  Battalion. 
17th  North    Carolina,   Col.   Wilham  F. 

Martin. 
42(J    North    Carolina,   Col.    George    C. 

Gibbs. 
North  Carolina  Infantiy  Battalion,  Maj. 

John  N.  Whitford. 
Croom"s  (North  Carolina)  Company. 
Foy's   (North   Carolina)  Partisan  Com- 
pany. 


7th  Confederate  Cavalry,  Col.  W.  C. 
Claiborne. 

1st  North  Carolina  Artillery  (three  com- 
panies). 

Saunders'  Artillery  Battalion,* 

Cogdell's  (North  Carolina)  Battery. 

Ells'  (Georgia)  Battery  (detachment). 

Graham's  (Virginia)  Battery. 

Starr's  (North  Carolina)  Battery. 

Southerland's  (North  CaroUna)  Battery 
(detachment). 

Tillery's  (North  Carolina)  Heavy  Artil- 
lery Company 


Richmond,  Va.,  September  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Commanding,   Orange  Court-House : 

General  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Peden, 
referred  by  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  War,  relative  to  the  organization  of  deserters  in  Wilkes 
County,  in  that  State,  t  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to 
remedy  this  formidable  and  growing  evil.  I  desire  to  send  on  this 
mission  a  regiment  of  North  Carolina  troops  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ransom's  command,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  from  the  troops 
iinder  Jenkins,  and  a  regiment  of  North  Carolina  troops  from  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  the  whole  to  be  under  the  command  of 
a  good  officer.  I  wish  you  therefore  to  select  either  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hoke  or  Brigadier-General  Ramseur  as  the  officer  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  general  charge  of  the  matter  in  question,  and  to  send  him 
with  one  of  his  regiments,  by  way  of  this  place,  to  North  Carolina, 
where  he  will  be  joined  by  the  other  troops  above  mentioned,  and 
where  he  will  receive  more  explicit  instructions  from  Governor 
Vance,  who  has  been  requested  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  provisioning  the  troops,  &c. 

I  wish  a  small  regiment  sent  from  the  brigade  of  Hoke  or  Ram- 
seur, as  I  think  a  good  opportunity  will  be  presented  of  filling  its 
ranks  to  the  legal  standard,  and  I  desire  whichever  of  these  officers 
General  Ewell  thinks  the  best  and  most  suitable  for  the  duty  to  be 
selected.  Please  send  him  at  once,  and  caution  him  not  to  speak  of 
the  character  of  his  duty,  as  it  is  desired  it  shall  be  kept  quiet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Red  Sweet  Springs, 

September  1,  1863. 
Col.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  com- 
municate with  him  at  your  earliest  convenience,  giving  him  full 
information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  front. 

*  Consisting  of  Andrews'  (Alabama),  Cumming's  (North  Carolina),  and  Pickson's 
(North  Carolina)  Batteries,  at  Kinston. 
j  See  Vance  to  Seddon,  August  86, 
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He  wishes  you  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  collect  together  your 
command,  which  he  learns  has  a  large  amount  of  stragglers  from 
your  old  camp,  as  far  as  Millborough.  Communicate  with  the  gen- 
eral at  Dublin  Depot. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Union, 

September  1,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  advise 
yourself  fully  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  Kanawha  Val- 
ley ;  any  change  in  their  force,  their  numbers,  stations,  &c.     He 
wishes  this  done  through  scouts,  and  any  information  which  you 
acquire  please  forward  to  the  major-general  commanding,  at  the 
Narrows,  by  letter. 
He  also  desires  to  know  where  your  cavalry  now  is. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  B.  MYEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gener at. 


Eed  Sweet  Springs, 

September  1,  1863. 
Col.  George  S.  Patton, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  desires  that  you  communicate  with 
him  at  Dublin  by  way  of  Union  until  further  instructions.  He 
wishes  you  to  scout  to  Gauley,  and  send  some  reliable  men  to  the 
Kanawha  Valley,  as  he  is  anxious  to  learn,  as  soon  as  possible,  any 
information  of  the  forces,  &c. ,  in  that  locality. 

Will  you  please  send  a  courier  up  the  Antony's  Creek  road  to  a 
Mr.  Hall's,  5  miles  above  Dolan's,  and  direct  him  to  bring  a  wagon 
left  there  by  our  teamster  on  the  march.     The  horse  had  best  be 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  Lewisburg. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

September  2,  1803. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General  :  Your  letter  of  the  31st  is  received.  I  have  expressed 
to  Generals  Ewell  and  Hill  your  wishes,  and  am  doing  all  that  can  be 
done  to  be  well  prepared  with  my  own  command.  Our  greatest  dif- 
ficulty will  be  in  preparing  our  animals.  I  do  not  know  that  we  can 
reasonably  hope  to  accomplish  much  here  by  offensive  operations, 
unless  you  are  strong  enough  to  cross  the  Potomac.  If  we  advance 
to  meet  the  enemy  on  this  side,  he  will,  in  all  probability,  go  into 
one  of  his  many  fortified  positions  ;  these  we  cannot  afford  to  attack. 
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i  know  but  little  of  the  condition  of  our  affairs  in  the  west,  but 
am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  our  best  ojjportunity  for  great  results 
is  in  Tennessee.  If  we  could  hold  the  defensive  here  with  two  corps, 
and  send  the  other  to  operate  in  Tennessee  with  that  army,  I  think 
that  we  could  accomplish  more  than  by  an  advance  from  here. 

The  enemy  seems  to  have  settled  down  upon  the  plan  of  holding 
certain  points  by  fortifying  and  defending,  while  he  concentrates 
upon  others.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  must  succeed,  unless  we  can 
concentrate  ourselves,  and,  at  the  same  time,  make  occasional  show 
of  active  operations  at  all  points.  I  know  of  no  other  means  of  act- 
ing upon  that  principle  at  present,  excepting  to  depend  upon  our  forti- 
fications in  Virginia,  and  concentrate  with  one  corps  of  this  army, 
and  such  as  may  be  drawn  from  others,  in  Tennessee,  and  destroy 
Rosecrans'  arm}"-.  I  feel  assured  that  this  is  practicable,  and  that 
greater  advantage  will  be  gained  than  by  any  operations  from  here. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  September  2,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army: 
General  :  I  respectfully  request  that  a  question  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  success  of  our  cause  be  settled,  if  it  can  be  done. 

I  spoke  to  you  in  an  interview  of  the  difficulties  to  be  apprehended 
next  April,  when  the  term  of  enlistment  of  our  three-years'  men 
expires.  I  do  not  wish  to  encumber  your  oflBce  with  useless  papers, 
but  I  speak  knowinglj'-  when  I  say  that  serious  trouble  may  be  appre- 
hended unless  the  question  of  reorganization  is  settled  now  before 
parties  for  office  and  change  of  arms  of  service  are  organized,  and 
while  the  men  are  doubtful  of  their  right  to  reorganize.  Such  a 
right,  if  allowed  them,  will  be  ruinous,  and  as  the  conscript  law  does 
not  allow  new  organizations  to  be  formed  till  the  old  are  filled  to  the 
maximum,  I  think  the  law  will  cover  reorganizations,  which  of  course 
will  be  new  organizations. 

An  official  announcement  that  the  old  organizations  will  not  be 
disturbed  and  the  soldiers  not  allowed  to  change  their  arm  of  service, 
made  at  this  time,  would  prevent  most  injurious  discussion  and 
demoralization. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

October  2,  1863. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 
There  would  seem  to  be  a  necessity  for  an  early  decision  in  cases 
of  this  kind  in  order  to  settle  the  question  in  doubtful  minds.  My 
view  is  that  soldiers  who  engage  for  three  years  or  the  war  are  liable 
to  serve  for  the  war  or  three  years  according  to  the  determination  of 
the  Government. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 

The  language  of  the  conscription  acts  of  April  and  September  is 
that  the  persons  in  service  whose  term  shall  expire,  and  those  called 
out  and  placed  in  service,  "shall  serve  for  three  years,  unless  the  war 
shall  have  been  sooner  ended."  The  inquiry  is  one  of  the  utmost 
gravity,  and  the  policy  of  the  Government  cannot  be  determined  too 
early  in  reference  to  the  probabilities  of  the  future. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  September  2,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  send  by  Colonel  Tansill,  assistant  inspector-gejieral  of  this 
department,  and  a  member  of  my  stafif,  a  distingushed  and  able 
officer,  a  special  letter  to  you,  relative  to  the  condition  of  this  depart- 
ment, especially  as  regards  the  Cape  Fear  District,  and  the  necessity 
for  .some  immediate  action  to  supply  a  force  to  meet  emergencies. 

Colonel  Tansill  is  acquainted  with  my  views  and  plans,  and 
thoroughly  knows  the  country. 

If  you  will  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying  my  memoir  to  the 
President,  he  can  illustrate  and  point  out  the  features  of  the  country, 
with  the  weak  points  and  strong  ones  of  the  plan. 

I  request  you  will  give  him  an  audience,  and,  if  you  think  proper, 
that  you  will  introduce  him  to  the  President.  He  has  some  other 
letters  of  mine  to  you — copies  of  them,  rather — intrusted  to  him  as 
a  member  of  my  staff  to  aid  as  memoranda. 

I  have  said  that  an  army  was  necessary  here,  and  that  in  my  judg- 
ment it  is  time  to  commence  assembling  it. 

I  beg  you  implicitly  to  believe  that  if  my  opinion  in  this  matter 
is  deemed  by  the  President  to  be  correct,  and  that  an  army  will  be 
sent  here,  I  hope  and  wish  that  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  as  to  command.  All  I  want  is  to  secure  the  safety  of 
this  most  important  place,  and  to  do  that  I  desire  to  use  all  my  per- 
sonal endeavors  either  as  engineer  or  as  commanding  a  division. 
Any  one  of  the  generals  of  tlie  army  or  the  corps  commanders  to 
take  the  command  of  such  a  body  of  men  as  I  deem  necessary  to 
secure  this,  will  be  all  that  can  be  desired  by  me  at  any  rate. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 


[Indorsement.] 


Major-  Oeneral. 


September  4,  1863. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

General  Whiting  has  sent  these  papers*  by  a  trusted  officer,  to 
whom  he  refers  for  more  special  information,  and  seems  to  desire  he 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views  to  the  Presi- 
dent. If  it  be  your  pleasure  to  see  him,  I  will  call  with  him  at  any 
hour  to-morrow  you  may  prefer. 

*See  also  Whiting's  letters  of  August  34  and  25,  copies  of  which  were  inclosed 
with  that  of  August  31. 
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I  have  -written  to  Governor  Vance  begging  the  employment  of 
his  State  troops  and  militia  for  the  defense  of  the  railroad  line,  so 
as  to  leave  at  least  General  Martin's  brigade  free  to  re-enforce  Wil- 
mington, 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War, 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  August  31,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

Sir  :  Suppose  the  map  of  North  Carolina  before  you,  and  allow 
me  to  illustrate  briefly  only  a  single  phase  in  the  condition  of  Wil- 
mington, and  its  probable  attack  or  defense. 

Suppose  me  without  an  army,  or  at  most  with  but  a  single 
brigade,  a  force  much  larger  than  I  really  have  at  my  command. 
The  enemy,  after  due  preparation,  of  which  we  may  or  may  not 
have  received  notice,  lands  a  strong  force  at  Shalotte,  18  miles  froni 
Fort  Caswell  and  36  from  Wilmington,  a  point  much  more  suitable 
for  his  operations  and  more  convenient  than  Light-House  Inlet  at 
Charleston. 

Once  landed,  as  I  have  not  the  force  at  hand  to  fight  at  once,  three 
courses  are  open  to  him,  any  of  which  will  be  demonstrably  fatal. 
He  can  advance  on  Fort  Caswell  as  he  is  doing  on  Sumter,  slowly 
but  securely,  strengthening  always  his  position  and  the  tenacity 
of  his  grip  on  the  land,  or,  which  a  bolder  foe  would  do  at  once, 
march  upon  Smithville,  take  its  batteries  in  reverse,  cut  off  Fort 
Caswell  and  shortly  destroy  it,  or  march  directly  upon  the  city 
and  in  its  front,  secure  from  attack  by  the  obstacles  of  Bruns- 
wick River  and  the  Cape  Fear,  plant  his  long-range  guns  and  at  the 
easy  distance  of  3  miles  destroy  the  city,  close  the  river,  and  turn  all 
the  formidable  batteries  against  naval  attack,  on  which  so  much 
labor  has  been  expended.  AH  this  is  not  only  possible  but  highly 
probable.     There  are  besides  other  lines  of  attack  equally  feasible. 

I  use  the  description  of  this  in  particular  only  to  illustrate  what 
I  wish  to  impress,  that  the  whole  system  of  the  plan  of  defense 
adopted  here,  the  only  plan,  indeed,  which  can  be  successful,  depends 
on  the  presence,  I  might  almost  say  the  constant  presence,  of  an 
army.  On  that,  and  that  alone,  depends  the  safety  of  the  flanks, 
and  not  only  that,  but  on  the  rapidity  and  success  of  the  attack  of 
that  army  rests  the  safety  of  Caswell  and  Fisher,  of  this  the  last 
harbor  left  to  us,  and  of  the  city,  an  important  point  however  con- 
sidered. 

To  have  this  army  assemble,  but  assemble  too  late,  would,  it  seems 
to  mfe,  only  increase  the  disaster.  I  hope  that  nothing  here  will  be 
left  to  chance.  The  assembling  a  force,  and  such  a  force  as  would 
undoubtedly  be  required,  will  take,  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
transportation  and  resources,  a  long  time — time  that  we  cannot 
afford  to  lose. 

While  the  railroads  are  constantly  deteriorating,  they  are  liable 
also  to  be  cut  off  daily.  I  have  intimated  that  a  large  force  is 
required  here. 

Let  me  illustrate  by  again  referring  to  the  map,  and  suppose  the 
enemy  attempting  the  southerly  line  of  attack.     With  but  a  small 
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force  at  my  command,  I  throw  my  troops  to  the  west  of  the  Cape 
Fear  to  oppose  him,  for  I  cannot  in  this  case  sit  down  and  wait  the 
progress  of  events,  and  the  enemy,  landing  a  few  thousand  men  at 
Masonborough  before  the  movement  can  be  arrested,  -cuts  off  the 
peninsula  between  the  ocean  and  the  Cape  Fear  River,  and  the  fate  of 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  harbor  is  sealed.  I  know  no  place  now  in  the 
Confederacy  where  the  presence  of  a  large  body  of  veteran  troops  is 
more  necessary  or  more  important  than  this.  It  is  necessary  now 
to  prevent  possible  and  by  no  means  improbable  disaster  and  to  be 
ready.    In  the  event  of  an  attack  this  presence  will  be  indispensable. 

I  beg  that  you  will  not  consider  me  importunate  in  this  matter. 
It  oppresses  me.  It  is  not  at  all  for  me  to  make  a  comparison  with 
the  importance  of  this  as  compared  with  any  other  part  or  move- 
ment of  the  war.  It  is  only  for  me  to  call  attention  to  the  case  and 
to  point  out  the  necessities  and  indicate  the  means  of  defense. 

I  hope  you  will  please  to  lay  the  subject  before  the  President  for 
his  consideration. 

When  Vicksburg  was  threatened,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
20,000  troops  were  not  thought  insufiBcient.  At  that  time  Vicksburg 
was  a  point  first  in  importance.  It  has  fallen.  I  think  now  that 
this  place  is  quite  as  important  as  Vicksburg  was  then.  When  it  is 
attacked  in  the  changed  circumstances  which  now  may  be  observed, 
the  fewer  objects  of  attack  for  the  enemy,  the  greater  power  of  con- 
centrating his  forces  on  a  single  point,  and  the  increased  need  on  our 
part  to  hold  this  with  certainty,  I  must  say  that  less  than  20,000  men 
will  hardly  succeed. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 

September  3,  1863. 
Major  Cole, 

Supt.  of  Transportation,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

My  Dear  Major  :  The  question  of  our  artillery  horses  of  course 
occupies  much  of  my  a.ttention;  not  only  as  to  the  difficult  problem 
of  having  fidelity  exercised  in  preserving  those  we  have,  but  as  to  the 
scarcely  less  difficult  achievement  of  filling  the  gaps  occasioned  by 
losses  from  hard  service,  deficient  food,  and  inadequate  care. 

Respecting  both  the  preservation  and  the  supply,  I  wish  to  sub- 
mit to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  Department,  a  few  considera- 
tions. I  do  this  because  General  Lee  has  informed  me  that  all  final 
arrangements  on  these  subjects  were  made  in  Richmond,  and  not  by 
the  authority  of  any  commanding  general  in  the  field. 

1.  The  preservation  of  our  horses,  after  all  we  can  do  in  battling 
against  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  our  situation  and  the  common 
negligence  of  officers  and  men,  leaves  many  things  yet  to  be  desired. 
Multitudes  of  those  left  too  long  in  the  field  because  of  inadequate 
provisions  for  relieving  them,  and  too  far  gone  for  restoration  be- 
fore they  are  relieved,  are,  when  relieved,  committed  to  unskilled 
or  unfaithful  agents,  and  either  perish  on  the  way  to  the  point 
where  they  are  to  be  permanently  provided  for,  or  die  after  reaching 
those  points  through  lack  of  the  care,  food,  &c.,  essential  for  their 
resuscitation. 
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Toward  remedying  these  evils  and  others  connected  with  them,  I 
some  time  since  submitted  a  paper  furnished  me  by  Major  Paxton, 
quartermaster  to  Jenkins'  cavalry  brigade,  for  General  Lee's  infor- 
mation, Major  Paxton  having  had  considerable  experience  with 
horses,  and  being  extensively  acquainted  with  the  resources  of  those 
portions  of  Virginia  where  worn-down  horses  can  be  best  recruited. 
There  are  three  main  ideas  in  the  plan  proposed,  viz  : 

First.  The  establishment  of  a  sort  of  general  horse  district  in  the 
counties  of  Halifax,  Pittsylvania,  Henry,  Patrick,  Franklin,  Camp- 
bell, and  Bedford,  with  depots,  stables,  &c.,  under  the  cai-e  of  a 
responsible  superintendent,  who  should  select  his  own  agents,  and 
have  the  care  of  all  horses  for  this  army  to  be  resuscitated,  &c. 

Second.  The  procurement  from  time  to  time,  by  this  same  officer 
or  others  in  connection  with  his  charge,  of  a  number  of  fresh  horses, 
to  be  taken  to  the  depots  in  said  district  and  kept  with  those  reno- 
vated, for  transfer  when  needed  to  the  field. 

Third.  The  establishment  of  suitable  places  of  accommodation  for 
horses  removed  to  and  from  this  district  and  the  army,  so  as  to 
insure  their  being  suitably  provided  for  in  transit. 

Out  of  this  jjlan  good  can  be  made,  I  am  persuaded.  Major  Pax- 
ton would  himself  be  a  good  superintendent,  and  I  could  wish  you 
might  have  him  called  for  a  brief  season  to  Richmond,  that  you 
might  have  with  him  a  full  exchange  of  views.  The  district  of 
country  is  full  of  forage,  away  from  railroads,  &c. ,  so  that  it  can 
hardly  be  otherwise  available.  Slave  labor  is  there  cheap,  for  at- 
tending to  all  the  menial  Avork.  There  is  abundance  of  material  for 
sheds,  &c. ,  and  the  region  is  eminently  safe  from  the  risk  of  raids, 
&c.  Pray  revolve  it,  consult  the  Quartermaster-General  and  any 
others  requisite,  and  see  if  something  valuable  cannot  be  wrought 
out. 

2.  As  to  a  supply  of  serviceable  horses  now,  much  exhaustion  has 
been  experienced,  I  am  aware,  but  careful  inquiry  satisfies  me  that 
there  are  still  horses  enough  for  the  army  and  for  agriculture,  &c. , 
if  the  requisite  means  were  adopted  for  getting  them.  Two  things 
are  necessary:  First,  prices  proportioned  to  the  cost  of  useful  articles 
among  us  generally,  and,  second,  agents  interested  in  the  cause 
and  reliable.  As  to  prices,  much  as  I  .abominate  the  extortion  of  the 
times,  and  earnestly  as  I  insist  our  State  and  Confederate  legisla- 
tures ought  to  adopt  measures  for  enforcing  a  scale  of  prices  gradu- 
ally descending  to  the  ante-war  standard,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  now 
wise  to  supply  ourselves  at  high  rates,  at  an  average  of  $600.  I  am 
informed  some  .300  horses,  good  for  artillery,  might  probably  be 
gotten  in  the  county  of  Albemarle  alone,  but  to  get  them,  the  county 
must  be  explored  and  purchases  made  by  other  than  those  ordinary 
agents,  who  either  know  little  of  the  necessities  of  the  case  or  care 
little  for  meeting  the  emergency. 

This  matter  of  purchasing  agents  is,  I  well  know,  one  of  peculiar 
difficulty,  and  in  avoiding  one  evil  nothing  is  more  likely  than  to 
run  into  another.  Still  it  seems  to  me  clear  that  in  a  case  so  impor- 
tant as  this,  the  most  influential  motives  governing  men  ought  to  be 
brought  into  requisition.  Within  a  few  weeks  we  ought  to  have 
some  300  additional  and  fresh  horses  for  the  artillery  of  this  army. 
If  the  officers  commanding  battalions  be  authorized  to  have  pur- 
chased, at  rates  averaging  about  $600,  the  number  they  severally 
need,  they  superintending  the  operation,  and  their  quartermasters 
making  the  payments,  I  think  the  best  security  will  be  gotten  that 
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the  want  will  be  sujjplied,  and  tlie  operation  will  be  fairly  and  effect- 
ually performed.     Pray  consider  and  submit  this  matter  also,  and 
let  us  have  the  best  results  you  can  reach  for  our  need. 
I  am,  maior,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters, 

September  5,  1863. 
General  K.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  is  received.  Colonel  Walton 
expressed  the  desire  to  have  a  command  at  Mobile  some  time  ago. 
He  is  getting  almost  too  old  for  our  active  and  severe  winter  service 
in  this  climate. 

I  do  not  know  enough  of  our  facilities  for  transporting  troops,  &c. , 
west,  to  say  what  time  would  be  consumed  in  moving  my  corps  to 
Tennessee  and  back. 

Your  information  will  enable  you  to  determine  this  much  better 
than  I.  I  believe,  though,  that  the  enemy  intends  to  confine  his 
great  operations  to  the  west,  and  that  it  is  time  that  we  were  shaping 
our  movements  to  meet  him. 

If  this  army  is  ready  to  assume  offensive  operations,  I  think  that 
it  would  be  better  for  us  to  remain  on  the  defensive  here,  and  to 
re-enforce  the  west,  and  take  the  offensive  there.  We  can  hold  here 
with  a  smaller  force  than  we  would  require  for  offensive  operations ; 
and  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  retire  as  far  as  Richmond  tem- 
porarily, I  think  that  we  could  better  afford  to  do  so  than  we  can 
to  give  up  any  more  of  our  western  country.  I  will  say  more ;  I 
think  that  it  is  time  that  we  had  begun  to  do  something  in  the  west, 
and  I  fear  if  it  is  put  off  any  longer  we  shall  be  too  late. 

If  my  corps  cannot  go  west,  I  think  that  we  might  accomplish 
something  by  giving  me  Jenkins',  Wise's,  and  Cooke's  brigades,  and 
putting  me  in  General  Bragg's  place,  and  giving  him  my  corps.  A 
good  artillery  battalion  should  go  with  these  brigades.  We  would 
surely  make  no  great  risk  in  such  a  change  and  we  might  gain  a 
great  deal. 

I  feel  that  I  am  influenced  by  no  personal  motive  in  this  sugges- 
tion, and  will  most  cheerfully  give  up,  when  we  have  a  fair  prospect 
of  holding  our  western  country. 

I  doubt  if  General  Bragg  has  confidence  in  his  troops  or  himself 
either.     He  is  not  likely  to  do  a  great  deal  for  us. 

Mr.  Hyden  will  give  the  ladies  quarters.  I  believe  that  he  has  a 
very  pleasant  place. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  5,  18G3. 
Col.  George  S.  Patton, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  front  of  Saltville  makes  it  neces- 
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sary  to  move  Wharton's  brigade  and  the  Forty-fifth  [Virginia]  Regi- 
ment, at  least  temporarily,  in  that  direction. 

In  view  of  this,  the  major-general  commanding  enjoins  extra  vigi- 
lance on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officers  defending  the  line  of 
Lewisburg  and  Princeton. 

Please  communicate  anything  of  importance  promptly  to  these 
headquarters. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Similar  letter  to  Major  Claiborne,  commanding  Dunn's  battalion, 
and  to  Colonel  McCausland.) 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  5,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

Sir  :  General  Whiting,  in  several  late  communications,  expresses 
grave  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  Wilmington,  and  urges  ear- 
nestly the  necessity  of  having  more  troops  at  that  point.  He  is,  as 
you  are  aware,  in  command  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
and  might  summon  the  aid  of  the  forces  within  it  to  that  city  ;  but 
he  is  unwilling  to  remove  any  of  them  from  the  long  line  of  defense 
over  which  they  are  scattered  without  some  arrangement  made  to 
substitute  them.  I  regret  to  confess  that,  with  the  formidable 
columns  of  the  enemy  threatening  at  so  many  vital  points,  the 
resources  of  the  Department  do  not  allow  the  withdrawal  from  our 
armies  or  the  command  from  other  quarters  of  the  force  that  will 
be  necessary  to  meet  General  Whiting's  requirements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  remembering  the  confident  expecta- 
tion entertained  by  you  when  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  you  here, 
that  you  would  be  enabled  speedily  to  command  from  10,000  to 
20,000  troops,  either  militia  or  for  State  defense,  I  -renture  to  in- 
quire if  it  would  not  be  in  your  power  with  them  to  undertake  the 
defense  of  the  railroad  line  from  Weldon  to  Wilmington,  or  at  least 
so  much  of  it  as  is  protected  by  the  forces  under  General  Martin,  so 
as  to  allow  them  to  be  thrown  at  once  to  Wilmington. 

I  may  add  that  this  inquiry  is  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President 
himself,  and  if  it  be  in  your  power  to  afford  such  protection  to  the 
railroad  line,  I  unite  in  urging  that  application  of  your  State  forces. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va., 
September  6,  1863. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  arranged  with  the  Quartermaster-General 
for  the  transportation  of  Longstreet's  Corps,  and  have  given  the 
necessary  orders  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  and  their  subsist- 
ence on  the  road.    I  go  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to-morrow 
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morning  to  assist  in  carrying  out  what  has  been  directed,  and  to 
make  whatever  other  arrangements  may  be  necessary.  As  regards 
myself,  should  you  think  that  the  service  will  be  benefited  by  my 
repairing  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  I  will  of  course  submit  to  your 
judgment.  From  your  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  operations  of  both  armies,  you  can  come  to  a  more  correct 
conclusion  than  1  can  from  my  point  of  view.  In  my  conversation 
with  you  on  this  subject  when  the  question  was  proposed,  I  did 
not  intend  to  decline  the  service,  if  desired  that  I  should  undertake 
it,  but  merely  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  duty  could  be  better 
performed  by  the  officers  already  in  that  department. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  E.  Ljl£j, 

General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Virginia, 

No.  23.  ^  Abingdon,  September  6,  1863. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  under- 
signed assumes  temporarily  command  of  that  portion  of  Southwest- 
ern Virginia  which  belonged  to  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 
and  all  the  forces  east  of  Knoxville  that  belong  to  that  department. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  |   Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia, 

No.  34.  j  Abingdon,  September  6,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Williams  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to  the 
command  of  that  portion  of  Southwestern  Virginia  which  belonged 
to  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  and  all  forces  east  of  Knox- 
ville that  belong  to  that  department. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Dublin, 

September  7,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Floyd  King, 

Chief  of  ArtUlery,   Union: 
Bring  your  command  direct  to  this  place,  via  the  Narrows.     Use 
all  efforts  to  get  it  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 
No.  234.  f  September  7,  1863. 

sis  *****  * 

VII.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Kirkland,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will 
report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  Third  Corps,  for 
assignment  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  formerly  commanded  by 
General  Pettigrew, 
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VIII.  Brig.  Gen.  Goode  Bryan,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will 
report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  commanding  First  Corps,  for 
assignment  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  formerly  commanded  by 
General  Semmes. 
By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond, 

September  8,  [1863]. 
General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

Have  considered  your  letter.  Believe  your  presence  in  the  west- 
ern army  would  be  worth  more  than  the  addition  of  a  corps,  but 
fear  the  effect  of  your  absence  from  Virginia.  Did  not  doubt  your 
willingness  to  do  whatever  was  best  for  the  country,  and  suggest 
your  aid  to  determine  that  question.  Have  sent  you  all  additional 
information,  to  aid  your  further  consideration  of  problems  discussed 
with  you  here. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Abingdon, 

September  8,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Michmond: 
Labor  is  needed  to  construct  defensive  works  at  Saltville.  Gov- 
ernor Letcher  says  he  can  give  me  no  authority  to  impress  slaves, 
because  you  have  called  out  all  available  slave  labor  for  public 
defense.  May  the  slaves  called  out  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  be 
employed  on  works  at  Saltville? 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  September  8,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Richmond,   Va.: 
I  have  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  designs  an  attempt  to  occupy 
Bald  Head  and  Smith's  Island.  ,  It  is  all  important  that  w^e  should 
anticipate  him.     Can  you  send  me  troops  ?    I  have  none. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-Generdl. 

War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,   Va.,  September  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  &c.,   Wilmington,  N.  C: 
General:  I  have  received  your  several  communications  relative 
to  the  condition  of  the  defense  at  Wilming^;on,  and  the  necessity  for 
more  troops,  with  much  interest,  and  have  likewise  had  the  advantage 
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of  a  personal  conference  witli  the  intelligent  officer  sent  ty  you  to 
press  your  views  on  the  Department.  The  subject  has  been  presented 
on  several  different  occasions  to  the  President,  and  has  received  his 
anxious  consideration,  aided,  too,  by  the  counsels  of  General  Lee, 
who  has  been  with  him  for  some  days.  With  the  limited  resources 
of  the  Department,  and  the  urgent  pressure  of  the  enemy's  forces  at 
other  (for  the  present)  even  more  vital  points,  the  conclusion  has  been 
tliat  no  troops  beyond  those  already  in  North  Carolina  can  be  spared 
for  the  re-enforcement  of  Wilmington.  Governor  Vance  has  been 
urged  to  use  the  local  troops  and  State  militia  which  he  has  been 
organizing  for  the  defense  of  the  line  of  railroad  from  Weldon, 
which  would  liberate  the  troops  now  stationed  there  and  enable  you 
to  concentrate  them  at  Wilmington.  I  hope  he  will  be  enabled  to 
effect  this  in  a  short  time,  for  I  do  not  see  any  other  means  of  sup- 
plying additional  troops  to  your  department.  You  will,  of  course, 
remember  that  you  are  commanding  general  within  that  depart- 
ment, and  must  appreciate  and  judge  of  the  relative  necessities  of 
different  points. 

To  weaken  the  extended  line  of  defense  against  incursions  in  the 
State  would  certainly  be  very  objectionable,  unless  the  withdrawal 
of  troo23S  be,  in  your  judgment,  demanded  by  the  necessity  of  defend- 
ing the  more  important  point  of  Wilmington.  During  the  progress 
of  the  siege  of  Charleston,  I  incline  to  think  the  attention  and  re- 
sources of  the  enemy  will  be  too  much  employed  to  render  an  attack 
on  Wilmington  probable;  still,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  wiser  if  in  our 
power  to  guard  against  contingency,  and  your  anxiety  to  point  out 
and  guard  against  danger  is  both  natural  and  laudable.  The  for- 
midable modes  of  hostile  approach  have  certainly  been  indicated  by 
you  with  force;  but  I  cannot  doubt  your  skill  and  prescience  are 
even  more  exercised  in  devising  and  arranging  the  modes  of  success- 
ful resistance. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  September  8,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Michmond  : 

Sir:  The  city  of  Charleston  may  not  betaken,  but  as  a  Confederate 
port  it  has  well  nigh  ceased  to  belong  to  us.  The  news  of  to-day 
settles  that  question.  In  this  crisis  the  importance  of  this  place 
grows  hourly.  At  this  moment  there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  pre- 
vent, say,  3,000  of  the  enemy  from  landing  at  Lockwood's  Folly,  23 
miles  from  Wilmington,  and  turning  all  our  positions. 

In  auy'such  event  the  harbor  and  the  ports  must  go.  We  shall 
have  a  repetition  of  the  Morris  Island  business,  perhaps  worse.  The 
danger  here  is  not  from  naval  attack,  I  believe,  as  against  monitors 
and  fleets;  if  that  is  the  enemy's  line,  I  am  able  to  maintain  my  posi- 
tion and  beat  them.  It  is  against  land  forces.  As  Charleston  is 
closed  in  the  danger  increases.  If  the  Department  considers  this 
position  as  worth  anything,  I  beg  that  troops  may  be  gathered  here. 
At  no  time  in  the  history  of  this  war  has  it  been  so  entirely  stripped, 
or  in  so  great  danger. 
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It  is  my  earnest  conviction  and  opinion  that  from  this  moment  to 
the  close  of  the  war  there  should  be  an  army  always  here.  All-im- 
portant as  Vicksburg  was  to  us,  the  presence  of  an  arrny  was  always 
deemed  necessary  to  its  defense.  The  importance  of  Vicksburg  then 
is  not  greater  than  that  of  this  place  now,  the  last  outlet  to  the  Con- 
federacy. I  repeat,  however,  that  at  no  time  has  this  place  been  so 
unprotected  by  supporting  forces. 

The  artillery  garrison  is  not  adequate  to  man  the  works.  The  in- 
fantry force  is  nothing.  I  am  endeavoring  to  occupy  Smith's  Island. 
I  have  neither  the  troops  nor  the  labor. 

I  beg  that  you  will  lay  all  my  letters  before  the  President ;  as  he 
has  intrusted  me  with  this  defense  he  will  consider  my  opinions  for 
what  they  are  worth. 

I  am  not  an  alarmist,  but  I  see  danger  not  far  off,  and  my  only 
desire  is  to  provide  against  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — Unless  some  great  disaster  occurs  to  the  enemy,  Charleston, 
as  a  Confederate  port,  is  closed.  The  enemy  have  it  in  their  power 
to  hold  their  position  and  transfer  in  any  two  nights  their  operations 
here.  It  will  not  do  to  trust  to  work  to  be  done  and  force  to  be 
gathered  afterward. 

[Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Clingman's  brigade  cannot  now  be  withdrawn  from 
Charleston.  Martin's  brigade,  if  full  and.well  instructed,  would 
afford  a  garrison,  or,  if  it  be  better  suited  to  an  interior  position,  the 
brigade  of  General  Ransom  would  be  entirely  reliable  for  protection 
of  approaches  to  Wilmington.  Pickett's  brigades  when  iilled  up  will 
be  able  to  extend  farther  on  the  railroad,  and  the  local-defense  men  - 
of  North  Carolina,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  in  the  iield. 

The  importance  of  Wilmington  is  evident,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
have  troops  in  position  to  cover  the  country  and  its  proper  defenses. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  September  8,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  late  letters  to  you  urging  my  im- 
mediate need  of  troops,  I  inclose  to-day  a  letter  from  Col.  T.  M. 
Jones,  commanding  at  Fort  Caswell. 

The  occupation  of  Bald  Head  on  our  part  is  a  matter  of  necessity, 
daily  growing  greater.  It  should  be  held  by  a  large  force.  My  ar- 
tillery garrison  is  now  far  too  small  to  man  the  batteries  and  works 
already  constructed,  without  considering  those  in  process  of  erection. 
Of  infantry  support  I  have  but  one  regiment,  occupied  entirely  in 
picket  duty  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  and  unable  from  its  dis- 
tribution even  to  meet  and  repulse  the  landings  of  the  enemy.     This 
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matter  of  Bald  Head  is  one  of  very  great  importance.     I  beg  of  you 
so  to  consider  it  and  no  longer  to  allow  this  district  to  remain  in  its 
present  exposed,  dangerous,  and  defenseless  position. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Caswell, 

September  7,  1863. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  yesterday  one  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats  went  off  within  one-half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
Cape  of  Bald  Head,  and  sent  two  boat-loads  of  men  ashore.  I  sent 
men  over  to  discover  what  they  were  doing,  but  they  had  gone  back 
before  my  men  reached  the  point.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the 
enemy  is  planning  to  occupy  the  island  before  we  do,  and  therefore 
request  permission  to  keep  one  of  my  companies  over  on  Bald  Head, 
or  at  least  a  detachment  of  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery,  until  the 
battery  is  erected  over  there. 

The  inspection  ordered  by  the  general  to  be  made  by  Major  Hed- 
rick,  Captain  Sweetman,  and  myself,  was  made  the  day  after  the 
receipt  of  his  order,  and  a  suitable  place  for  a  battery  'was  found 
near  the  point  of  Bald  Head  Island,  and  also  a  suitable  place  for  a 
wharf  was  selected. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  JONES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  September  8,  1863. 

memorandum  for  lieutenant-colonel  probel. 

Proceed  immediately  to  occupy  Bald  Head.  Rankin's  company 
is  ordered  there,  and  force  will  be  increased  if  necessary.  The 
Whitworth  gun  should  be  sent  there  from  Caswell.  The  engineer 
department  will  proceed  to  construct  wharves ;  one  near  proposed 
fort,  one  for  the  rip  near  light-house. 

Intrenchments  and  the  works  of  the  fort  should  be  at  once  com- 
menced, and  should  receive  your  constant  and  vigilant  supervision. 
In  this  I  desire  that  Major  Hedrick  should  assist  you.  Timber 
must  be  immediately  secured  for  bomb-proofs,  and  no  time  must  be 
lost  in  the  construction.  Tetes-de-pont  should  be  built  to  cover  the 
wharves. 

Recollect  this  work  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  will  require 
all  your  energy. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

BTojor-  General, 

45  R  R— vol  XXIX,   PT  II 
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Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  225.  [  September  8,  1863. 

******* 
V.  Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  D.Johnston,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. ,  ■will 
report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding  Second  Corps,  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  NortJi 
Carolina  brigade,  of  Eodes'  division,  formerly  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General Iverson. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-House,  September  9,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Michmond,  Va.  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  placed  the  troops  on  march  toward  Rich- 
mond. Two  divisions  will  reach  Hanover  Junction  this  morning. 
The  third  will  reach  or  pass  beyond  Louisa  Court-House  to-day. 
General  Longstreet  proposes  that  Pickett's  division  take  the  place 
of  Wise's  and  Jenkins'  brigades  about  Richmond,  and  that  they 
accompany  him.  Pickett's  division  wants  many  officers,  owing  to 
the  number  wounded  and  captured,  who  cannot  now  be  replaced. 
He  also  thinks  it  might  increase  its  ranks  in  that  locality.  Wise's 
and  Jenkins'  brigades  will  probably  exceed  Pickett's  division  in 
numbers,  though  they  will  not  give  the  Virginia  troops  you  desire 
for  the  south.  I  know  no  other  objection.  General  Longstreet  has 
selected  two  Georgia  brigades  for  Charleston,  one  from  McLaws'  and 
one  from  Hood's  division.  He  does  not  want  to  take  them  into 
Georgia,  for  fear  of  desertion.  If  he  takes  Wise's  and  Jenkins', 
instead  of  Pickett's,  he  will  assign  them  to  McLaws  and  Hood, 
respectively,  in  their  stead.  The  division  of  Pickett,  according  to 
the  arrangement  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  will  be  moved  last. 
It  is  on  march  to  Richmond ;  you  can  therefore  decide.  The  two 
Georgia  brigades  are  also  directed  to  march  to  Richmond,  and  can 
be  sent  to  Charleston  whenever  transportation  be  furnished. 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  not  very  clear  in  reference  to  Bum- 
side's  movement,  but  I  understand  it  to  mean  that  it  is  approaching 
Rosecrans.  I  think  Rosecrans  is  maneuvering  to  cause  the  evacua- 
tion of  Chattanooga,  and  for  Burnside  to  form  a  junction  with 
him.  He  ought  to  be  attacked  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  it 
probable  that  Gillmore  will  now  seize  upon  bullivan's  Island,  to 
cause  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  thus  close  the  entrance 
to  Charleston. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Orange  Court-House,  September  9,  1863. 
The  President  : 

Anderson's  brigade,  of  Hood's  division,  is  designated  as  one  of 
the  brigades  for  Charleston.  Please  direct  accordingly.  It  will 
march  to  Richmond. 

R,  E.  LEE. 
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War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  September  9,  1863. 
0.  S.  Stringpellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dublin,  Va.: 
The  salt-works  the  more  important  to  be  defended.  If  satisfied  of 
the  impending  danger,  order  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  as 
you  propose ;  instruct  Colonel  McCausland  to  be  on  his  guard,  and 
fall  back  if  necessary.  Inform  GeneAl  Jones,  as  soon  as  you  can, 
of  this  movement. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Abingdon: 
Wharton's  brigade  leaves  here  to-day  at  9  a.  m.  ;  reach  Saltville 
this  afternoon.     Forty-fifth  [Virginia  Infantry]  and  artillery  will 
reach  here  the  10th  at  12  m. ,  and  will  be  sent  on  at  once. 

WM.  B.  MYEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Reorganization  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding, 
September  9,  1863.  ' 


* 


FIBST  DnriSION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton. 

Jones'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones. 

6th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Shac  Green. 

7th  Virg^ia,  Col.  R.  H.  Dulany. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  W.  Harman. 
35th  Virginia  BattaUon,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  V.  White. 

Baker's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  B.  Gordon. 
2d   North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Robinson. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Dennis  D.  Ferebee. 
5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Stephen  B.  Evans. 

Butler's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler. 

Cobb's  (Georgia)  Legion,  Col.  P.  M.  B.  Young. 

Jeff.  Davis  (Mississippi)  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Waring. 

Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Rich. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb. 

*  Under  Special  Orders,  No.  226,  he  adquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  of  that 
date. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

Zee's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  L.  Black. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  L.  T.  Beale. 
10th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis. 
13th  Virginia,  Col.  John  E.  Chambliss,  jr. 

Lomax's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  L.  Lomax. 

1st  Maryland  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Ridgely  Brown. 

5th  Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  L.  Eosser. 
11th  Virginia,  Col.  O.  E.  Funsten. 
15th  Virginia,  Col.  William  B.  Ball. 

Wickham's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Williams  C.  Wickham. 

1st  Virginia,  Col.  E.  W.  Carter. 

2d  Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  T.  Munford. 

3d  Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Owen. 

4th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Payne. 


Richmond, 

September  10,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House,  Va.  : 
Your  dispatch  and  letter  received.     It  will  involve  delay  to  send 
the  bi"igade  of  General  Wise.     Cannot  a  brigade  of  Pickett's  division 
be  advantageously  substituted.     Jenkins  ■will  go. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Orange  Court-House, 

September  10,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Anderson's  brigade,  Hood's  division,  and  Bryan's  brigade,  Mc- 
Laws'  division,  are  selected  by  General  Longstreet  to  go  to  Charles- 
ton. If  preferred,  Wise  and  Jenkins  could  go  in  their  place  and 
Pickett's  division  remain  in  vicinity  of  Richmond.  Three  battalions 
of  artillery  are  ordered  to  Richmond.     Their  horses  cannot  accom- 

f)any  the  guns  farther,  and  their  guns  should  not  be  forwarded  unless 
lorses  can  be  obtained  at  the  scene  of  operations. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

[Indorsement.] 

This  seems  to  me  better,  unless  there  be  reason  to  fear  straggling 
from  the  brigades  named,  or  unless  the  orders  given  will  obstruct 
execution. 

If  you  prefer  this,  give  orders  at  once. 

J.  D.     [DAVIS.] 
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Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Commanding  Valley  District : 

General  :  Your  letters  of  August  25, 27,  and  .31  have  been  received. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  enemy  escaped  -with  so  little  damage 
to  himself.  I  am  sorry  you  could  not  go  on  to  Huntersville  to  see 
General  Jones  when  he  sent  for  you  in  order  to  form  some  combined 
plan  of  operations  before  the  attack. 

It  seems  to  me  the  command  of  Averell  should  have  been  more 
seriously  punished.^  Unless  we  are  active  in  inflicting  all  the  loss  we 
can  upon  the  parties  sent  on  these  expeditions,  and  in  using  every 
opportunity  of  cutting  them  off,  they  will  continue  to  be  sent  out, 
will  desolate  the  country,  and  bring  great  distress  upon  the  people. 
I  hope  you  will  be  more  successful  in  future. 

The  success  of  Captain  Hill's  expedition  into  Barbour  County  is 
gratifying  and  his  boldness  commendable.  It  shows  what  can  be 
accomplished  in  the  mountains  by  energy  and  skill.  I  desire  you  to 
seize  every  favorable  occasion  for  inflicting  damage  upon  the  enemy. 

Prominent  citizens  of  the  valley  have  made  serious  complaints  of 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Shearer's  company,  of  Gilmor's  battalion.  I 
wish  you  would  see  to  it.  If  they  cannot  be  brought  under  proper 
discipline,  and  continue  to  harass  our  own  citizens  by  their  bad  con- 
duct, they  had  much  better  be  disbanded.  Hon.  R.  Y.  Conrad,'  of 
Winchester,  is  one  of  the  citizens  preferring  the  complaint. 

There  is  a  company  of  Missourians  here,  and  three  other  com- 
panies in  Richmond,  exchanged  prisoners,  who  appear  to  be  bold, 
brave  men,  who  have  been  in  the  cavalry  service.  I  telegraphed  you 
to  know  whether  you  can  mount  them  within  a  reasonable  time. 
If  you  can,  they  will  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  your  brigade. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £.  L£]£i, 

General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 
C.  8.  Army,  commanding,  September  10,  1863;  headquarters  Orange  Court- 
House. 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 

Command. 

S 
E 
o 

S 

General  headquarters 

14 

i,3sr 

1,135 
143 
594 
147 

■i.5,'864' 
14,087 
2,100 
7,547 
3,226 

14 
20,106 
17,828 
2,601 
9,  ,530 
3,840 

15 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) 

39, 131 

Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P,  Hill) 

31 ,  973 

Cooke's  brigade 

3,270 

Cavalry  Corps  a 

18,011 

ArtUleiy 

5  376 

Total  b 

3,420 

42,764 

64,000 

97,776 

a  Of  the  enlisted  men  present  for  duty,  1,361  are  reported  as  dismounted. 
b  The  First  Army  Corps  detached. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams, 

Bristol . 
The  Forty-fifth  [Virginia  Infantry]  left  at  6  o'clock  this  morning- 
marched  all  night  and  were  started  without  delay. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Raleigh,  September  10,  1863. 
President  Davis,  Richmond: 

A  Georgia  regiment  (of  Benning's  brigade)  entered  this  city  last 
night  at  10  o'clock  and  destroyed  the  office  of  the  Standard  news- 
paper. This  morning  a  mob  of  citizens  destroyed  the  office  of  the 
State  Journal  in  retaliation.  Please  order  immediately  that  troops 
passing  through  here  shall  not  enter  the  city.  If  this  is  not  done, 
the  most  frightful  consequences  may  ensue. 
Respectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Richmond,  Va.,  September  10, 1863. 
Governor  Vance,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

Your  dispatches  of  this  date  received.     I  deeply  regret  the  occur- 
rence you  announce,  and  have  sent  by  telegraph  the  following  order : 

Maj.  W.  W.  Peirce, 

QvMrtermaster,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 
You  will  not  allow  the  troops  in  transit  to  be  detained  at  Raleigh,  and  will 
communicate  to  the  commanding  oflScer  of  each  detachment  passing  there  that  he 
is  instructed  not  to  permit  his  men  to  enter  the  city  ;  but  if  transportation  is  not 
furnished  to  enable  the  detachment  to  proceed  immediately  by  railroad,  will  march 
it  before  halting  to  an  encampment  at  safe  distance  from  Raleigh. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


KiNSTON,  N.  C,  September  10,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Richmond: 

Scouts  report  General  Foster  was  in  New  Berne  one  night  last  week 
and  left  the  next  morning,  taking  with  him  some  troops,  number  not 
known.  Some  horse  artillery  or  cavalry  left  New  Berne  the  same 
time  on  the  cars,  number  unknown.  Day  before  yesterday  Foster 
reached  Washington,  N.  C,  with  some  troops,  number  not  known. 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Orange  Court-House, 

September  11,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Pickett's  brigades  are  small.  If  his  division  is  retained,  it  had 
better  be  kept  entire.  It  will  require  some  days  for  it  to  march  to 
Richmond. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 
^^.    ^  September  11,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States: 
Mr.  President  :  Your  letter  of  September  9,  with  the  accompany- 
ing extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  has  been 
received.  General  Wofford  is  now  with  his  brigade  on  the  march 
to  Tennessee,  and  will  be  much  needed  in  his  brigade  at  the  present 
juncture.  I  regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  brigadiers  in  the  division 
in  which  he  is  serving,  and  I  do  not  see  well  how  his  services  can  be 
spared.  I  think  everything  should  be  done  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  evil  of  which  Governor  Brown  speaks.  General  A.  K. 
Wright,  of  Georgia,  whose  brigade  is  with  that  portion  of  the  army 
which  remains  here,  might  be  spared  for  this  duty,  I  hear  that  he 
is  a  gentleman  of  some  political  influence  in  his  State.  If  Governor 
Brown  should  desire  his  services  and  make  application  for  him,  I 
think  he  might  be  assigned.  He  is  a  gallant  and  efficient  officer.  I 
hope  all  good  citizens  will  aid  the  Governor  in  inculcating  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  in  suppressing  these  treasonable  demonstrations. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Camp  Near  Orange  Court-Hotjse, 

September  11,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Mr.  President  :  I  replied  by  telegraph  to  your  dispatch  of  the 
10th  instant.  *  I  think  if  Pickett's  division  is  retained  it  had  better 
be  kept  entire.  Its  brigades  are  small.  Should,  if  possible,  be 
recruited,  and  it  will  be  more  efficient  united.  It  will  require  some 
days  for  it  to  march  to  Richmond,  and  in  the  meantime  Wise  can 
be  made  ready.  Longstreet  should  have  reached  Richmond  last 
evening,  and  can  make  all  necessary  arrangements. 

The  defenses  around  Richmond  should  now  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  did  not  see  any  connection  or  communication  between 
the  redoubts  for  the  defense  of  Drewry's  Bluff  from  a  land  attack, 
and  the  defensive  line  around  Manchester.  This  is  important,  and 
also  that  there  should  be  obstructions  in  the  river  connecting  this 
intermediate  line  (as  it  was  termed)  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
Should  the  enemy's  land  forces  drive  us  from  Drewry's  Bluff,  they 
would  remove  the  obstructions  at  that  point,  and  although  we  might 
be  able  to  hold  the  intermediate  line,  his  gunboats  could  ascend  the 
river  and  destroy  Richmond.  I  think,  too.  Colonel  Gorgas  should 
commence  at  once  to  enlarge  his  manufacturing  arsenals,  &c.,  ifi 
the  interior,  so  that  if  Richmond  should  fall  we  would  not  be  desti- 
tute. These  are  only  recommended  as  prudential  measures,  and  such 
as,  should  the  necessity  for  them  ever  arise,  we  will  then  wish  had 
been  taken. 

Scouts  on  the  Potomac  report  4  large  schooners  crowded  with 
troops,  passing  up  the  river  on  the  8th  instant.  I  think  they  must 
have  come  from  south  of  James  River.  Scouts  should  be  sent  to 
Suffolk  and  elsewhere  to  ascertain  what  points  have  been  evacuated. 

»See  p.  710. 
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If  I  was  a  little  stronger,  I  think  I  could  drive  Meade's  army  under 
cover  of  the  fortifications  of  Washington  before  he  gathers  more 
re-enforcements.  When  he  gets  all  his  re-enforcements  I  may  he 
forced  hack  to  Eichmond.  The  blow  at  Rosecrans  should  be  made 
promptly,  and  Longstreet  returned. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

it.  £],  LS£, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon  : 

There  is  a  report  that  the  enemy,  800  strong,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
breakfasted  at  Mr.  Taylor's,  this  side  of  Tazewell  Court-House,  this 
morning.  I  do  not  know  that  the  authority  is  good.  Please  instruct 
me  if  you  wish  the  home  guards  called  out,  &c. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon  : 
Your  dispatch  regarding  the  enemy  just  received.     Have  tele- 
graphed to  the  commanding  officers  at  Salem,  Big  Lick,  and  Chris- 
tiansburg,  also  to  Dodamead,  to  furnish  transportation  to  New  River 
Bridge. 

Am  sending  down  rations.  Scouts  are  watching  the  Walker's 
Creek  road  and  all  the  other  approaches.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gard- 
ner and  Colonel  Gray,  of  Newbern,  are  stationing  the  scouts. 

I  have  telegraphed  Major  Kent,  at  Wytheville,  to  keep  me  advised 
of  any  approach  in  that  direction.  Riders  are  out  collecting  the 
home  guards.  Every  one  seems  inclined  to  respond  promptly  to  the 
call. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  11,  1863. 
Colonel  Terrill, 

Salem: 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Jones, 
at  Abingdon: 

Four  hundred  Yankees  reported  in  Tazewell.  Call  out  the  home  guards  of  Pu- 
laski, Montgomeiy,  and  Roanoke,  to  protect  Dublin  and  New  River  Bridge.  You 
will  collect  your  force  at  once  and  be  ready  to  come  to  New  River  Bridge.  You  w^ill 
be  informed  when  transportation  wiU  be  ready. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  11,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  M.  Wade, 

Chrisf  ian  sburg  : 
Report  of  raid  by  the  enemy  in  direction  of  Wytheville  via  Taze- 
well.   Collect  your  force  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  come  to  New 
River  Bridge.     You  will  be  informed  when  transportation  will  bo 
ready. 
By  order : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  216.  \  Richmond,  September  11,  1863. 

*  *  *  *  «  «  4< 

XXVII.  The  brigade  of  Brig.  G-en.  M.  Jenkins  is  assigned  to 
Hood's  division,  Longstreet's  army  corps,  and  will  proceed  with 
that  division  to  its  destination  under  existing  orders. 

XXVIII.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Wise  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  report  for  duty  to  General 
Beauregard. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


extract  of  letter  from  general  longstreet. 

Headquarters, 
Bichmond,  September  13,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding : 

General:  Henry's  artillery  has  come  down  here,  to  my  surprise. 
I  have  ordered  *  *  *_  Anderson's  brigade  was  so  far  on  its 
way  toward  Charleston  when  your  telegram  got  here  that  it  could 
not  be  diverted,  and  fearing  that  if  I  sent  Jenkins  on  to  take  his 
place  that  General  Beauregard  would  keep  both,  I  concluded  that 
the  wisest  and  safest  plan  would  be  to  put  Jenkins'  brigade  in  Ander- 
son's place  in  Hood's  division.  It  has  been  so  arranged.  I  intended 
to  have  suggested  before  leaving  you,  that  our  defenses  around  Rich- 
mond be  so  arranged  that  we  might  (in  the  event  we  should  be 
forced  to  give  up  Richmond)  hold  Drewry's  and  Chafi&n's  Bluffs, 
with  a  garrison  of  15,000  or  20,000  men,  until  we  could  collect  army 
enough  here  to  retake  Richmond.  I  suppose  that  we  might  hold 
our  vessels  here,  under  the  protection  of  these  fortifications,  until 
we  could  recover  the  city.  But  if  we  should  give  up  the  river  to  the 
enemy,  there  would  be  but  little  prospect  of  our  getting  back  the 
capital  during  the  war.  As  I  have  never  seen  the  positions  of  these 
bluffs,  I  do  not  know  whether  this  arrangement  is  a  practicable  one. 

I  hope  to  start  west  on  Monday  morning.  If  I  can  do  anything 
there,  it  shall  be  done  promptly.  If  I  cannot,  I  shall  advise  you  to 
recall  me.    If  I  did  not  think  our  move  a  necessary  one,  my  regrets 


714  OPERATIONS  m  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLI. 

at  leaving  you  would  be  distressing  to  me,  as  it  seems  to  be  with  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  command.  Believing  it  to  be  necessary,  I 
hope  to  accept  it  and  my  other  personal  inconveniences  cheerfully 
and  hopefully.  All  that  we  have  to  be  proud  of  has  been  accom- 
plished under  your  eye  and  under  your  orders.  Our  afEections  for 
you  are  stronger,  if  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  stronger,  than  our 
admiration  for  you. 

I  remain,  general,  most  respectfully  and  affectionately,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  12,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General:  In  reply  to  the  question  whether  he  can  furnish  horses 
for  the  dismounted  Missouri  cavalry,  which  it  was  proposed  to  assign 
to  him.  General  Imboden  writes  that  he  cannot  do  it.  He  proposes 
to  aid  them,  by  guides  and  otherwise,  to  capture  horses  from  the 
enemy  on  the  border.  This  plan  I  do  not  approve,  as  the  parties 
sent  out  are  too  liable  to  take  horses  from  friends  as  well  as  foes. 
General  Imboden  states  that  he  has  300  government  horses  under 
charge  of  his  quartermaster,  on  grass,  and  thinks  it  would  be  well  to 
sell  them  out  to  individuals  at  an  appraisement,  and  thinks  they 
would  recuperate  more  rapidly  in  this  way.  This  is  a  matter,  how- 
ever, for  the  consideration  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  as  he  may 
be  more  in  need  of  those  horses  for  other  branches  of  the  service, 
and  the  horses  well  taken  care  of  ought  to  improve  rapidly  as  they 
are. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  IjEE, 

General. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

September  17,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  for  his  views 
as  to  the  proposed  sale  of  horses  by  General  Imboden,  and  return  of 
this  communication  requested. 
By  order: 

C.  H.  LEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

September  18,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  A.  H.  Cole,  Inspector-General,  for 
consideration  and  report  to  this  office. 
By  order : 

J.  B.  HOGE, 

Major. 
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Office  Inspector-General  of  Transportation, 

September  21,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  recruiting  by  the  Government  of 
all  public  animals,  with  the  view  of  returning  them  to  service,  where 
they  are  much  needed  for  artillery  and  transportation,  as  rapidly  as 

fossible.     I  cannot  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  General 
mboden's  suggestion. 

A.  H.  COLE, 
Major,  and  Inspector-General. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

September  21,  1803. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Major  Cole's  indorsement  is  approved. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

J.  B.  HOGE. 


Wilmington,  N.  C, 

September  12,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Richmond,  Va.  : 
Is  it  likely  that  my  troops  will  be  sent  to  me  in  accordance  with 
my  many  requests  ?    Must  have  some. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  September  13,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  your  letters  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant. 
While  I  regret  exceedingly  our  want  of  means,  I  cannot  but  recog- 
nize the  pressure  upon  the  Department  as  very  great.  We  must 
accordingly  do  the  best  we  can  with  what  we  have. 

I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Hinton  that  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  raising  and  equipping  a  respectable  force  of  State  troops  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  State,  and  that  Governor  Vance  will 
place  them  under  my  control.  In  this  case,  I  can  move,  no  doubt, 
the  greater  part  of  Ransom's  brigade  here. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  have  to  report  the  existence  of  armed  and 
hostile  bands  of  North  Carolinians  in  the  western  counties.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  the  measiires  already  taken  will  shortly  break 
them  up. 

Your  impression  is  correct  as  to  No.  4  of  the  regulations  in  regard 
to  steamers  to  which  you  refer.  No  authority  to  issue  passports  is 
claimed.  It  was  simply  deemed  necessary  that  we  should  know  who 
is  permitted  to  leave  the  country.  Passports  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment are  therefore  only  vise  in  this  office. 

With  regard  to  Colonel  Duncan,  although  I  have  as  yet  seen  no 
reason  to  be  otherwise  than  satisfied  with  his  efficient  performance 
of  business,  I  must  regard  your  suggestion.     He  is  not  a  commis- 
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sioned  officer.  I  have  accordingly  transferred  the  business  in  ques- 
tion to  Major  Gibbes,  of  South  Carolina,  who  has  lately  been  ordered 
to  report  to  me  as  an  officer  of  artillery.  He  will  perform  it  faith- 
fully. In  fact,  as  you  may  well  understand,  I  prefer  all  of  this  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted  by  officers  not  belonging  to  my  military  family. 
I  have  so  constantly  and  persistently  opposed  the  blockade  running 
(government  business  excepted)  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  principle 
that  none  of  us  should  be  at  all  connected  with  it,  or  even  exposed 
to  the  imputation  of  so  being. 

If  I  had  any  embarrassment  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Duncan,  who 
volunteered,  as  an  old  friend,  to  serve  me  as  an  aide,  he  has  properly 
and  gracefully  relieved  me  of  it.  I  communicated  to  him  only  the 
fact  that  the  Department  preferred  that  the  business  in  question 
should  be  transacted  by  an  officer  bearing  a  commission.  I  was 
aware  imperfectly  that  Colonel'  Duncan  had  some  official  dispute 
with  one  of  the  Departments  of  the  Government,  but  presumed  it  to 
be  entirely  in  the  nature  of  a  civil  or  legal  transaction.  I  am  sure 
he  is  actuated  by  patriotic  motives  in  his  desire  to  serve  his  country. 
I  am  not  aware  of  his  private  business  circumstances,  but  I  think  it 
is  due  to  him  to  express  the  conviction  I  have  that  he  has  never 
allowed  it  to  interfere  with  his  public  duties  in  his  connection  with 
me. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqrs.  Aetilleey  Coeps,  A.  N.  Va., 

No.  — .  S  September  13,  1863. 

The  officers  commanding  Cabell's  and  Henry's  artillery  battalions 
will  march  them  by  reasonable  stages,  so  as  not  to  worry  their  horses, 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Gordons ville ;  there  select  satisfactory  camp- 
ing ground,  and  report  without  delay  to  these  headquarters.  On 
the  march,  which  had  best  be  by  way  of  Louisa  Court-House,  they 
will  be  careful  to  forage  their  animals  as  well  as  practicable,  and 
if  they  liave  to  resort  to  the  purchase  of  standing  corn,  they  will 
see  that  it  is  used  with  proper  caution  and  with  such  rations  of  drier 
food  as  can  be  procured. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brig.  Gen.,  and  Chief  of  Arty.,  Army  of  Northern  Va. 


Wytheville, 

September  13,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 
SiE :  It  is  reported  that  a  Federal  force  of  mounted  men  and  in- 
fantry, 4,000,  advancing  through  Tazewell  County  on  the  road  and 
bridge.  Sixteen  of  the  advance  were  captured  last  night.  No 
troops,  except  two  or  three  companies  of  home  guards,  here.  Wires 
down  between  Wytheville  and  Abingdon.  These  facts  are  deemed 
correct.  Can  any  assistance  be  furnished  ?  The  Otey  Battery  is 
here. 

LANDON  C.  HAYNES, 

C.  S.  Senator, 
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Christiansburg, 
September  13,  1863. 
Secretary  of  War: 

We  are  threatened  with  a  heavy  and  formidable  raid  upon  the 
raih'oad.  Force  estimated  from  5,000  to  7,000.  Can  you  send  us 
any  assistance?  We  beg  that  you  will  send  us  re-enforcements  im- 
mediately. 

WALLEE  R.  STAPLES. 

ROBERT  T.  PRESTON. 


September  13,  1863. 
Secretary  of  War: 

After  considering  the  telegrams  and  note  sent  to  me,  though  I  am 
left  to  hope  that  the  "locals"  ordered  by  you  may  suffice,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that,  with  due  allowance  for  exaggeration,  it 
will  be  otherwise.  It  seems  to  me  well  that  a  brigade  of  Pickett's 
division  should  be  sent  up  for  temporary  service.  Communication 
opened  with  General  Jones  may  give  more  reliable  information. 
Should  it  prove  to  be  a  false  alarm  the  brigade  can  be  ordered  back 
from  any  point  on  the  road,  if  it  should  have  started  before  an 
answer  can  be  received. 

Wharton's  and  Jenkins'  brigades  may  be  in  position  to  afford  the 
earliest   assistance.     The   raiders  should,  if  possible,  whether  in 
large  or  small  numbers,  be  not  only  checked  but  punished. 
Yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  T.  Hart, 

New  River  Bridge: 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Captain  Walker,  Otey 
Battery,  at  Wytheville: 

A  party  of  raiders  are  supposed  to  be  working  their  way  to  New  River  Bridge. 
I  have  information  of  800  cavalry  in  Tazewell.  What  direction  they  will  take  not 
known. 

D.  N.  WALKER. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Nicholls, 

Commanding,  Lynchburg : 
There  is  a  force  of  700  of  the  enemy  reported  advancing  through 
Tazewell  County  in  this  direction  or  on  Saltville.  Prisoners  report 
it  as  the  advance  guard  of  a  heavy  force  from  4,000  to  7,000.  Please 
keep  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  in  this  direction.  I  will 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  any  information  I  receive. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquakters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863. 

Capt.  D.  N.  Walker, 

Otey  Battery,   Wytheville: 

I  have  about  200  home  guards  here,  will  have  about  250  at  New 
River  Bridge  this  morning,  and  have  telegraphed  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Nicholls,  commanding  at  Lynchburg,  to  be  prepared  to  assist 
if  needed.     Keep  me  informed  of  anything  you  can  learn. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863. 
Col.  G.  C.  Wharton,  Commanding,  Glade  Spring: 

A  large  force  of  the  enemy  reported  in  Abb's  Valley.  Seven  hun- 
dred supposed  to  be  advancing  either  on  Saltville  or  some  point  east 
of  that  place  on  the  railroad.  This  is  rumored  to  be  an  advance 
guard  of  a  force  of  from  4,000  to  7,000.  Please  keep  me  informed 
of  anything  vou  may  learn. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  Abingdon  : 

I  have  telegraphed  General  Nicholls,  at  Lynchburg,  to  keep  his 
command  in  readiness  to  start  if  necessary.  About  600  men  (home 
guards)  reported  to  me  at  New  River  Bridge.  I  have  200,  with 
one  piece  of  artillery,  stationed  at  Cloyd's  Mountain.  The  force 
at  Wytheville  has  not  been  reported  to  me.  I  suppose  about  300. 
Is  it  worth  while  to  bring  the  Lynchburg  Home  Guards  to  Central 
Depot,  or  §hall  I  only  keep  them  on  the  alert  ? 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  13,  1863. 

Col.  G.  C.  Wharton,  Commanding,  Glade  Spring  : 

The  enemy,  reported  800  strong,  are  supposed  to  be  advancing 
through  Tazewell,  either  on  Wytheville  or  in  this  direction.  The 
home  guards  of  Pulaski  are  stationed  on  Cloyd's  Mountain  with  one 
piece  of  artillery.  They  number  200.  I  have  about  600  more  from 
Roanoke  reported  at  New  River  Bridge.  I  do  not  know  the  force 
at  Wytheville.  If  anything  occurs  in  your  front  please  let  me 
know.  The  raid  may  be  on  the  salt-works.  Some  prisoners  taken 
yesterday  near  Marion  reported  it  as  the  advance  ot  a  large  force. 
It  may  be  so.  The  salt-works  would  in  that  case  probably  be  their 
destination. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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War  Department, 

September  13,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg  : 
The  enemy  are  reported  as  making  a  serious  raid  toward  Wythe- 
ville.     Send  thither  whatever  local  force  you  can  command  at  once. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Septerriber  13,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Engineer  in  Charge,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Colonel  .-  I  will  ask  you  to  give  special  study  to  the  question  of  a 
second  obstruction  in  James  River.  If  one  could  be  located  even  as 
high  as  Warwick  Bar,  just  below  the  pontoon  bridge,  we  would  have 
a  river  defense  but  slightly  salient  from  our  best  line,  the  intermedi- 
ate around  the  city.  The  bottom  at  Warwick  Bar  is  good  for  driv- 
ing piles — depth  of  water  only  13  feei  and  the  work  partially  done. 
Possibly  a  pile  structure  may  be  planned  that  would  be  formidable, 
when  commanded  by  three  or  four  10-inch  columbiads,  mounted  in 
good  chambers  on  the  point  where  preparations  were  commenced 
some  time  ago.  Four  good  columbiad  chambers  and  platforms  might 
be  constructed,  with  the  hope  of  getting  the  guns  after  some  time. 
The  length  of  infantry  line  from  the  intermediate  line  of  defense 
to  embrace  this  battery  will  be  much  shorter,  of  course,  than  the 
one  stretching  on  Chaffin's  Bluflf . 

With  your  increase  of  negro  force  you  may  find  it  judicious  to 
build  the  batteries  referred  to  and  establish  a  good  pile  obstruction. 
Cribs  filled  with  stone,  I  fear,  will  take  too  long  to  construct  as  well 
as  too  much  labor.  Please  give  the  subject  your  earliest  and  most 
careful  study. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major- General,  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  14,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  : 
Mr.  President  :  The  guns  of  three  battalions  of  artillery  have 
been  called  for,  to  go  with  General  Longstreet,  and  have  been  for- 
warded to  Richmond  with  that  object.  I  think  before  they  go  it 
should  be  fully  ascertained  whether  they  can  obtain  horses  for  them 
in  that  region.  If  this  cannot  be  done  it  would  be  worse  than  use- 
less to  carry  them,  as  they  would  not  only  undergo  the  wear  and 
tear  and  damage  of  transportation,  but  we  might  possibly  lose 
them.* 

******* 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  New  York  Herald,  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, contained  the  movement  of  Longstreet's  corps  in  the  order  in 

*For  portion  here  omitted,  see  Part  I,  p.  134. 
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which,  his  divisions  moved,  and  even  contained  the  announcement 
that  two  of  his  brigades  would  probably  stop  in  Richmond  and 
Wise's  and  Jenkins'  take  their  places.  I  only  communicated  the 
movement  to  the  Quartermaster-General  on  the  night  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, and  it  must  have  reached  New  York  on  the  7th  or  8th  in  order 
to  be  in  the  Herald  of  the  9th.  I  fear  that  there  has  been  great 
imprudence  in  talking  on  the  part  of  our  people,  or  that  there  may 
be  improper  persons  among  the  ofl&cers  or  railroad  clerks. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.    £j.    J-iEhi, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  14,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond: 

Mr.  President  :  My  letter  of  this  morning  will  have  informed 
you  of  the  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  cavalry  of  General 
Meade's  army,  and  of  the  retirement  of  ours  to  the  Rapidan.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  so  greatly  outnumbers  ours,  and  is  generally  ac- 
companied by  so  large  a  force  of  infantry  in  its  operations,  that  it 
must  always  force  ours  back.  I  advanced  last  night  to  the  Rapidan 
a  portion  of  Early's  and  Anderson's  divisions,  and  arrested  the  far- 
ther progress  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  just  returned  from  an  examination  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
on  the  Rapidan.  It  seems  to  consist  of  their  entire  force,  three 
divisions,  with  horse  artillery,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  the  ad- 
vance of  General  Meade's  army.  All  the  cavalry  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  lower  Rappahannock,  excepting  some  reduced  pickets 
from  Richards'  Ford  to  Fredericksburg.  Our  scouts  report  that 
their  whole  army  is  under  marching  orders,  and  that  two  corps  have 
already  crossed  the  Rappahannock.  The  Eleventh  Corps,  which 
has  been  guarding  the  line  of  t^e  railroad,  marched  through  Ma- 
nassas on  the  12th  instant,  for  the  Rapi^ahannock.  Three  steamers 
heavily  loaded  with  troops  reached  Alexandria  on  the  9th,  and  the 
troops  were  forwarded  in  trains,  on  the  10th,  to  the  same  destination. 

Everything  looks  like  a  concentration  of  their  forces,  and  it  is 
stated  by  our  scouts  that  they  have  learned  of  the  large  reduction 
of  this  army.  I  begin  to  fear  that  we  have  lost  the  use  of  troops 
here,  where  they  are  much  needed,  and  that  they  have  gone  where 
they  will  do  no  good.  I  learn  by  the  papers  of  to-day  that  General 
Rosecrans'  army  entered  Chattanooga  on  the  9th,  and  that  General 
Bragg  has  retired  still  farther  into  the  interior.  It  also  appears 
that  General  Burnside  did  not  move  to  make  a  junction  with  Rose- 
crans, but  marched  upon  Knoxville.  General  Bragg  must,  there- 
fore, either  have  been  misinformed  of  his  movements,  or  he  sub- 
sequently changed  them.  Had  I  been  aware  that  Knoxville  was 
the  destination  of  General  Burnside,  I  should  have  recommended 
that  General  Longstreet  be  sent  to  oppose  him,  instead  of  to 
Atlanta. 

If  General  Bragg  is  unable  to  bring  General  Rosecrans  to  battle, 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  return  General  Longstreet  to  this  army, 
to  enable  me  to  oppose  the  advance  of  General  Meade  with  a  greater 
prospect  of  success.     And  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consideration 
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whether  General  Longstreet's  corps  will  reach  General  Bragg  in 
time  and  condition  to  be  of  any  advantage  to  him. 

If  the  report  sent  to  me  by  General  Cooper  since  my  return  from 
Richmond  is  correct,  General  Bragg  had,  on  the  20th  of  August  last, 
51,101  effective  men  ;  General  Buckner,  16,118.  He  was  to  receive 
from  General  Johnston  9,000.  His  total  force  will  therefore  be 
76,319,  as  large  a  number  as  I  presume  he  can  operate  with. 
This  is  independent  of  the  local  troops,  which  you  may  recollect  he 
reported  as  exceeding  his  expectations. 

Should  General  Longstreet  reach  General  Bragg  in  time  to  aid 
him  in  winning  a  victory,  and  return  to  this  army,  it  will  be  well, 
but  should  he  be  detained  there  without  being  able  to  do  any  good, 
it  will  result-in  evil.  I  hope  you  will  have  the  means  of  judging  of 
this  matter  and  of  deciding  correctly.  There  seems  to  be  no  pros- 
,pect  now  of  General  Burnside  effecting  a  junction  with  General 
Rosecrans,  but  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  he  will  force  General 
Jones  back  and  thus  aid  the  advance  of  General  Meade. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  xj.  i-iEihj, 

General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  A.  N.  Va., 

No.  2.  \  September  14,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  329,  Paragraph  IV,  head- 
quarters Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  George  St. 
Leger  Grenfel,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
as  assistant  inspector-general,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart : 

H.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Bristol,.  Tenn.,  September  14,  1863. 
Maj.  William  B.  Myers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dublin: 
Keep  the  home  guards  together,  or  ready  to  turn  out  in  short  notice, 
until  you  receive  information  from  Colonel  McCausland  that  there 
is  no  immediate  danger  from  the  direction  of  Tazewell  and  Mercer. 
Ascertain  to  what  extent  I  can  rely  on  the  home  guards  to  protect 
the  salt-works.  It  would  help  me  very  much  to  be  able  to  take 
Wharton's  troops  away  from  that  service. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 


JONESBOROUGH,  Tenn.,  September  14,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Abingdon: 
The  enemy  reported  advancing  from  Cumberland  Gap  to  Saltville. 
HoAV  true  I  cannot  say.     Instruct  Majors  Chivworth  [Chenowetli] 
and  Prentice  to  send  scouts  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  rumor. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 
46  R  R — VOL  XXIX,   PT  II 
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JONESBOROUGH, 

September  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Glade  Spring: 
Order  down  to  Saltville  the  whole  of  the  Otey  Battery  immediately. 
I  have  ordered  Stamps'  battery  to  rejjort  to  you.     The  enemy  is  re- 
ported moving  from  Cumberland  Gap  toward  Saltville.     The  report 
not  authentic,  but  be  on  the  alert. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  14,  1863. 
Col.  W.  L.  Jackson, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  com- 
municate with  and  co-operate  with  Colonels  Ferguson  and  Patton  in 
resisting  and  obtaining  early  information  of  any  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  your  direction. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  he  is  so  far 
removed  necessarily  at  present  from  your. command  that  he  is  unable 
to  give  you  any  minute  instructions.  He  relies  with  confidence  on 
your  good  judgment  and  ability  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  keep 
back  the  enemy  in  your  front  while  the  other  troops  of  this  com- 
mand are  engaged  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain    very  respectfully,   your  obedient 


servant, 
(Same  to  Col.  George  S.  Patton  and  Colonel  Ferguson.) 


WM.  B.  MYERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  14,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
Colonel:  The  major-general,  commanding  is  informed  that  there 
are  600  or  700  Yankees  in  Wyoming,  and  it  is  supposed  they  intend 
making  a  raid  through  Tazewell  to  the  railroad.  The  party  (he 
thinks)  sent  a  day  or  two  since  may  have  only  been  a  reconnoitering 
party.     He  directs  you  to  be  watchful  and  vigilant. 

Please  keep  me  informed  at  these  headquarters.     I  have  only  the 
local  home  guards  to  defend  this  portion  of  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia, 
No.  38.  S  Dublin,  September  14,  1863. 

By  order  of  the  major-general  commanding,  the  home  guards  of 
the  counties  lately  threatened  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty,  and 
will  return  to  their  homes. 
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The  major-general  commanding  returns  thanks  to  the  home 
guards  of  Wythe,  Pulaski,  Roanoke,  and  Montgomery  for  the 
promptitude  with  which  they  met  the  third  call  for  their  assist- 
ance in  repelling  a  threatened  raid. 

While  he  feels  confidence  in  their  ability  and  determination  to 
repel  any  attack  when  their  services  are  needed,  he  at  the  same  time 
takes  this  opportunity  of  cautioning  them  to  feel  no  disappointment 
when  they  are  disbanded  without  a  conflict  with  the  enemy,  for  the 
track  of  the  invader,  no  matter  how  small  his  encroachment  on  our 
boundaries,  is  marked  with  waste  and  devastation. 

Let  us,  on  the  contrary,  return  thanks  to  God  that  we  have 
been  once  more  protected  from  the  destruction  of  our  homes  and 
property. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  14,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 
Sir  :  Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  with  regard  to 
the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  North  Carolina  troops  in 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  was  referred  to  General  Lee,  and 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  his  reply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  ^  J.  A.  SEDDON, 


Secretary  of  War. 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  9,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir  :  The  letter  of  Governor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina,  of  August 
20,  with  regard  to  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  North 
Carolina  troops  in  this  army,  with  your  indorsement,  has  been 

received.  j     i.         -i 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  jealousies,  heart-burnings,  and  other  evil 
consequences  resulting  from  the  crude  misstatements  of  newspaper 
correspondents,  who  have,  necessarily,  a  very  limited  acquaintance 
with  the  facts  about  which  they  write,  and  who  magnify  the  deeds 
of  troops  from  their  own  States  at  the  expense  of  others.  But  I  can 
see  no  remedy  for  this.  Men  seem  to  prefer  sowing  discord  to  incul- 
cating harmony. 

In  the  reports  of  the  officers,  justice  is  done  the  brave  soldiers  ot 
North  Carolina,  whose  heroism  and  devotion  have  illustrated  the 
name  of  their  State  on  every  battle-field  in  which  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  has  been  engaged,  but  the  publication  of  these 
reports  during  the  progress  of  the  war  would  give  the  enemy  infor- 
mation which  it  is  desirable  to  withhold.  With  regard  to  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  press  from  North  Carolina,  the  way  is  open  to  him 
as  to  those  from  other  States.     I  cannot,  however,  in  my  judgment. 
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consistently  with  the  good  of  the  public  service,  detail  a  soldier  from 
the  army  for  this  purpose.  I  believe  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  no  correspondents  of  the  press  with  the  army. 

In  the  appointment  of  officers  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground 
for  complaint.  The  attempt  has  been  as  far  as  possible  to  have  all 
the  regiments  from  the  same  State  brigaded  together  under  officers 
from  their  own  States,  or  old  army  officers.  The  cavalry  regiments 
from  North  Carolina  have  been  placed  in  a  brigade  to  be  commanded 
by  General  Baker.  In  a  mixed  brigade  of  Virginia  and  North  Car- 
olina regiments  I  some  time  ago  remov^ed  a  Virginia  brigadier,  on 
the  representations  of  Governor  Vance,  and  placed  over-the  brigade 
an  old  army  officer  from  Maryland.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  two  brigadiers  from  North  Carolina  were  promoted  major- 
generals  in  this  army,  their  former  positions  being  filled  at  once  by 
promotions  from  that  State.  Of  one  of  these,  the  noble  Pender,  the 
casualties  of  battle,  alas,  deprived  us  ;  and  the  other,  General  Ran- 
som, has  been  called  to  take  charge  of  an  important  military  depart- 
ment, succeeding  another  distinguished  North  Carolinian,  General 
Hill,  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  promoted  and  sent  to  the 
Department  of  the  West.  Another,  the  lamented  Pettigrew,  whose 
brigade,  under  his  skillful  leadership,  emulated  the  deeds  of  veterans 
in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  fell  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  He 
has  been  succeeded  by  the  promotion  of  an  officer  from  the  same 
State.  General  Iverson,  of  Georgia,  has  been  transferred  from  the 
North  Carolina  brigade  which  he  commanded  to  a  Louisiana  brigade, 
and  his  place  filled  by  the  promotion  of  a  North  Carolinian.  You  will 
perceive  from  this  statement  how  far  I  have  succeeded  in  arranging 
the  brigades  from  North  Carolina  in  conformity  to  the  rule  spoken 
of  above,  and  though  the  accidents  of  war  and  the  wants  of  the 
service  in  other  departments  have  deprived  this  army  of  the  services 
of  many  accomplished  North  Carolinians,  they  have  been  replaced 
almost  entirely  by  promotions  from  that  State. 

I  need  not  say  that  I  will  with  pleasure  aid  Governor  Vance  in  re- 
moving every  reasonable  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  men  who 
have  fought  so  gallantly  and  done  so  much  for  the  cause  of  our 
country.  And  I  hope  that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  harmony,  and  to  bring  to  punishment  the  disaffected  who 
use  these  causes  of  discontent  to  further  their  treasonable  designs. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  S.  Lcj£, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Orange,  September  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton  : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  one  from  Major 
Page,  reached  me  at  a  time  when  I  was  pressed  by  business  that  had 
accumulated  during  my  absence.  I  cannot  now  give  the  matter 
much  attention,  and  have  only  been  able  to  read  partially  Major 
Page's  letter.  I  think  the  report  of  my  dissatisfaction  at  your  con- 
duct is  given  upon  small  grounds,  the  statement  apparently  of  your 
courier,  upon  whom  I  turned  my  back.  I  must  acknowledge  I  have 
no  recollection  of  the  circumstances,  or  of  anything  upon  which  it 
could  have  been  based.    The  guns  were  withdrawn  from  the  heights 
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of  Fredericksburg  under  general  instructions  given  by  me.  It  is 
difficult  now  to  say,  witb  the  after  knowledge  of  events,  whether 
these  instructions  could,  at  the  time,  have  been  better  executed,  or 
whether  if  all  the  guns  had  remained  in  position,  as  you  state  there 
was  not  enough  infantry  supports  for  those  retained,  more  might 
not  have  been  captured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

General. 
P.  S. — I  return  Major  Page's  letter*  and  the  copy  of  your  report.* 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  T.  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg: 
Send  both  companies,  as  soon  as  you  can,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Wharton  at  Glade  Spring. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  Sevtember  15,  1863, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Jonesborough  : 
Will  send  Stamps  immediately.  There  are  1,500  regular  troops  at 
Lynchburg  and  en  route  to  that  place.  Do  not  know  commander — 
Dodamead  desires  to  know  where  to  send  them.  Telegraph  him 
direct,  as  I  am  not  informed  of  your  wishes  or  plans,  and  cannot 
order  him  under  Warwick's  telegram.  Major  Myers  sent  the  home 
guards  away.  Sorry  I  cannot  be  with  you,  but  cheerfully  remain  as 
you  desire.    Will  send  Myers  to-morrow. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  September  16,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Comdg.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  Orange  C.  H.  : 
General  :  Your  two  letters  of  the  14th  have  been  received.  In 
relation  to  the  guns  of  General  Longstreet's  corps,  I  had  taken  the 
same  view  which  you  present,  and  upon  inquiry  have  learned  that  a 
supply  of  artillery  horses  were  to  be  obtained  at  Atlanta.  On  account 
of  the  necessity  for  rapid  operations  and  the  delays  consequent  upon 
insufficient  transportation,  I  suggested  to  General  Longstreet  the 
propriety  of  supplying  himself  with  guns,  if  practicable,  from  those 
in  depot  at  Atlanta  and  at  Augusta.  At  the  latter  place  a  battery 
of  Napoleons  were  being  prepared  to  be  shipped  to  General  Whiting 
at  Wilmington.'  I  proposed  to  Colonel  Gorgas  to  exchange  them  for 
similar  guns  here  belonging  to  General  Longstreet's  corps. 

*  Not  found. 
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I  have  been  disappointed  by  the  retreat  of  General  Bragg  from 
Chattanooga,  which  I  saw  defeated  the  purpose  for  which  Long- 
street's  corps  had  been  sent  by  way  of  Atlanta.  Could  this  have 
been  foreseen,  it  would  no  doubt  have  been  better  to  have  carried 
out  the  original  design,  and  sent  him  by  way  of  Bristol,  to  attack 
Burnside  from  the  east.  The  information  communicated  by  General 
Jones  is  confirmatory  of  the  inexplicable  surrender  of  Cumberland 
Gap.  This  opens  to  the  enemy  approaches  into  Southwest  Virginia 
and  gives  them  the  command  of  that  portion  of  East  Tennessee  which 
otherwise  General  Jones  would  have,  been  able  to  defend  against 
such  force  as  the  enemy  could  under  existing  circumstances  detach. 
The  disaffected  population  in  East  Tennessee  and  Northwest  North 
Carolina  will  materially  aid  the  enemy  and  embarrass  our  future 
operations. 

General  Bragg,  after  leaving  Chattanooga,  moved  toward  the 
mountains  in  a  southwest  direction,  and  reports  that  he  was  unable 
to  bring  the  enemy  to  battle.  I  had  previously  telegraphed  to  him 
that  from  his  reports  I  inferred  the  plan  of  Rosecrans  to  be  to  cause 
him  to  evacuate  Chattanooga,  and  then  to  make  a  junction  with 
Burnside,  and  urged  upon  him,  as  had  been  previously  done,  the 
importance  of  prompt  action  and  the  advantage  of  attacking  the 
enemy  while  his  columns  were  separated.  I  conversed  freely  with 
General  Longstreet,  and  he  seemed  to  concur  with  me  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  most  active  operations,  both  by  attack  upon  the  enemy 
and  expeditions  against  his  lines  of  communication.  It  is  most 
unfortunate  that  Burnside  should  have  been  permitted  to  get  posses- 
sion of  that  portion  of  Tennessee  which  alone  could  have  enabled 
him  to  continue  his  operations  independently  of  the  base  on  which 
he  had  relied  for  supplies.  I  can  but  hope,  however,  that  with  the 
large  army  which  General  Bragg  commands  he  will  recover  by  force 
the  country  out  of  which  he  seems  to  have  been  maneuvered  by  the 
enemy,  and  this  reasonable  hope  is  sustained  by  the  dispatch  which 
has  just  come  in  from  Lafayette,  bearing  date  15th  instant : 

The  enemy  has  retired  before  us  at  all  pomts.  We  shall  now  turn  on  him  in  the 
direction  of  Chattanooga. 

Thus,  you  see,  is  to  be  fulfilled  my  apprehension  as  communicated 
to  him  that,  if  Rosecrans  could  induce  him  to  evacuate  Chattanooga, 
by  demonstrations  upon  his  line  of  communication,  he  would  then 
reverse  his  movement  to  make  a  junction  with  Burnside  at  Chatta- 
nooga, and  there  we  shall  probably  have  to  fight  the  whole  force  of 
the  enemy  in  an  intrenched  position,  unless  it  may  be  possible  so  to 
confine  him  as  to  compel  him  to  march  out  for  the  want  of  subsist- 
ence. The  numerical  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  their  vast  means 
of  transportation,  offer  serious  objections  to  any  attempt  on  our  part 
to  besiege  him.  The  opportunity  has  been  lost  which  was  presented 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  campaign,  and  the  question  now  is,  what 
is  the  best  which.it  remains  for  us  to  do?  On  this  point,  if  you 
should  have  the  necessary  leisure,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  your 
views. 

The  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  in  your  front  have  very  probably 
resulted  from  the  knowledge  that  Longstreet's  corps  had  been  de- 
tached. I  cannot  imagine  how  the  information  was  acquired  at 
so  early  a  date  as  that  which  you  mention.  I  have  despaired  in  the 
present  condition  of  Richmond  of  being  able  to  keep  secret  any 
movement  which  is  to  be  made  from  or  through  this  place.    When 
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Colonel  Wood  made  liis  boat  expedition  to  the  Chesapeake,  his  pur- 
pose and  destination  were  not  known  to  the  other  members  of  my 
staff,  nor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  yet  he  found  the  vessels  ho 
boarded  had  been  put  on  their  guard  against  his  coming. 

I  called  Mr.  Seddon's  attention  to  your  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
the  information  given  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  General  Long- 
street's  corps  and  other  troops.  He  could  suggest  nothing  as  to  the 
way  in  which  the  fact  had  trans])ired. 

The  War  Department  assures  me  that  no  effort  shall  be  spared  to 
fill  up  the  ranks  of  your  army,  and  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit, 
the  divisions  which  you  have  sent  to  the  southwest  will  be  directed 
to  hasten  back  to  you.  Should  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  make  pro- 
vision for  forcing  all  men  able  to  bear  arms  into  service  as  militia, 
it  will  probably  benefit  the  enrollment  of  recruits  for  the  army, 
very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  IG,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Mr.  President:  No  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  enemy  to  cross 
the  Rapidan  since  the  T4th.  He  seems  to  be  collecting  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  Culpeper  Court-House.  Whether  it  is  with  a  view  of  its 
occupancy  or  of  a  farther  advance,  is  not  yet  apparent.  A  few  days 
will  probably  disclose. 

Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  who  was  commissioned  for  a  command  in 
the  Maryland  Line,  is  now  without  one.  He  has  commanded  General 
John  M.  Jones'  brigade  since  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  But  Gen- 
eral Jones,  having  recovered  from  his  wounds,  has  returned  to  duty. 
The  Maryland  Line  has  been  divided;  the  cavalry  assigned  to  Fitz. 
Lee's  brigade  and  the  infantry  to  George  H.  Steuart's. 

There  are  eight  companies  of  infantry,  seven  of  cavalry,  and  a 
battalion  of  light  artillery.  It  is  desired  to  keep  the  Maryland  Line 
united,  as  I  believe  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  organ- 
izing it.  I  could  place  the  whole  under  Colonel  Johnson,  assign  it 
to  duty  at  Hanover  Junction,  and  bring  Cooke's  brigade  to  this 
army.  The  troops  of  the  Maryland  Line  were  temporarily  sepa- 
rated on  the  expedition  to  Pennsylvania,  as  they  could  not  do  duty 
together  with  advantage.  The  infantry  ought  to  be  sufficient  to 
guard  the  bridges  over  the  Annas  and  the  cavalry  to  guard  the  roads 
of  approach  in  that  direction.  Cooke's  brigade  would  give  some 
strength  to  this  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  W.  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Zollicoffer,  September  IG,  lS63. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Bichmond  : 
The  indications  in  front  of  Jonesborough  yesterday  were  such  that 
I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  withdraw  to  the  line  of  the  Watauga 
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and  Holston,  being  reluctant  to  yield  any  more  ground.  I  have 
tolerably  reliable  information  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy's 
force  left  Cumberland  Gap  on  the  12th.  Do  not  know  where  they 
went.  There  are  indications  that  it  is  coming  by  Kogersville  toward 
Blountsville.  If  so,  I  must  return  from  Jonesborough.  From  two 
to  four  regiments  of  infantry  reported  occupying  Cumberland  Gap. 
General  Corse  telegraphed  me  from  Bonsack's  this  morning  that 
his  orders  from  General  Pickett  were  to  go  to  Wytheville,  and  if 
the  reports  of  the  enemy's  advance  were  false,  to  return  without 
further  orders  to  Petersburg.  Was  that  your  intention?  I  had 
ordered  him  here.  If  he  can  be  spared,  it  is  important  to  retain 
him.  I  cannot  withdraw  any  more  troops  from  Lewisburg  or 
Princeton  without  exposing  too  much  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Railroad.  I  left  Jenkins'  cavalry  brigade  on  the  Staunton  and  Par- 
kersburg  turnpike,  near  Monterey.  Can  I  withdraw  it  with  safety 
to  Staunton? 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

Headquaetees, 
Wilmington.  September  16,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 
Sir  :  I  send  you  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  on 
a  matter  of  great  importance.  I  am  not  able  to  give  him  an  engineer 
of  the  ability  he  desires,  but  have  asked  the  Engineer  Department 
to  furnish  one.  I  have  suggested  to  him  to  employ  the  services  of 
either  Col.  Robert  H.  Cowan,  late  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Coroltna, 
or  Colonel  De  Rosset,  late  of  the  Third  North  Carolina,  both  excel- 
lent soldiers  and  now  out  of  service. 

In  the  meantime,  if  you  will  allow  General  Pickett  to  extend  one 
of  his  brigades  to  the  vicinity  of  Weldon,  it  will  enable  me  to  make 
use  of  Ransom  and  his  command.  This  thing  ought  to  be  crushed 
at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Engineer  Bureau,  September  26,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  W.  H.  Stevens,  for  his  consideration 
and  action. 

It  is  suggested  that  Lieut.  W.  G.  Bender  could  perform  the  within 
duties  satisfactorily,  and  tliat  Lieut.  J.  B.  Tapscott  could  be  ordered 
probably  to  take  Lieutenant  Bender's  present  position.  Please 
return  these  papers,  with  an  indorsement  informing  the  bureau  of 
your  action. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 

September  27,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Engineer  Bureau. 
I  have  ordered  Lieutenants  Bender  and  Tapscott  as  suggested. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Engineers. 
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Engineer  Bureau,  October  1,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
An  officer  of  Engineers  of  good  reputation  has  been  ordered  to 
Western  North  Carolina,  as  desired  by  General  Whiting  and  Gov- 
ernor Vance. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 

October  1,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  : 

If  Corse's  brigade  be  returned,  it  might  be  expedient  for  General 
Pickett  to  extend  command  to  Weldon  and  leave  General  Ransom's 
brigade  in  part  free.  Suppose  you  consult  General  Pickett  on  this 
point. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON.] 

October  3, 1863. 
Secretary  of  War  : 

I  have  seen  and  conversed  with  General  Pickett,  and  we  both  think 
I  would  be  unwise  to  send  any  part  of  Brigadier-General  Ransom's 
brigade  to  Western  North  Carolina,  General  Hoke  having  been  sent 
some  time  since  by  General  Lee  with  sufficient  force,  including  a 
regiment  of  Ransom's,  besides  cavalry,  for  this  purpose. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

State  op  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Baleigh,  September  14,  1863. 
General  Whiting  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  By  the  occupation  of  East  Tennessee  by  the  enemy, 
the  mountain  region  of  North  Carolina  has  become  exposed  to  de- 
structive raids  and  incursions  of  the  Federals  and  tories. 
Large  numbers  pi  deserters  are  also  crowding  in  there. 
The  mountains  have  a  strong  force  of  warlike  militia,  used  to  the 
rifle,  who  are  calling  upon  me  to  organize  them  for  a  fight.  I  desire 
to  send  them  an  engineer  to  show  them  how  to  fortify  the  passes, 
&c.,  and  a  brigadier  to  organize  them  and  command.  Can  you 
send  me  the  engineer — an  active,  intelligent  man,  who  could  compre- 
hend the  topography  and  probable  operation  of  a  large  extent  of 
country  ?    Let  me  know  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  A.  N.  Va., 

No.  3.  [  September  17,  1863. 

Officers  immediately  in  command  on  the  battle-field  will  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  for  the  safety  of  artillery  operating  with  their 
commands.  They  will  see  that  a  sufficient  support  of  cavalry,  sharp- 
shooters is  in  every  case  specially  charged  with  its  support  and  pro- 
tection at  all  hazards. 
By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart : 

H.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  17,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  Zollicoffer: 

General  Lee  can  send  you  no  troops.    Will  send  his  letter  to-mor- 
row.    Expects  a  fight. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  September  17,  1863.     (Received  19th.) 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Captain  Martin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  reports  from  Abingdon 
that  enemy  are  advancing  slowly  on  that  place.  He  says  Colonel 
Carter,  First  Tennessee  [Cavalry]  Regiment,  engaged  enemy  7  miles 
this  side  of  Bristol  this  morning,  and  fell  back  to  Abingdon.  Enemy 
have  seven  regiments  and  six  or  more  pieces  of  artillery.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  General  Jones  to-day,  and  therefore  presume  the 
above  to  be  true.    He  was  at  Zollicoffer  yesterday. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Palfrey,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

In  the  absence  of  the  commanding  general  in  East  Tennessee,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
that  Col.  G.  C.  Wharton  was  ordered  to  the  valley  with  his  brigade 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Nothern  Virginia, 

September  18,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States: 
Mr.  President  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  ]  6th  instant.  Should  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Burnside  unite  at 
Chattanooga,  as  now  seems  to  be  probable,  and  there  fortify  them- 
selves, they  will  have,  as  you  say,  such  vast  means  at  their  disposal 
as  to  render  an  attack  upon  that  position  by  us  extremely  hazardous. 
I  can  see  no  other  way,  at  this  distance,  of  causing  them  to  abandon 
that  strong  position  than  that  which  you  suggest  of  attacking  their 
line  of  communication.  For  this  purpose  their  position  will  be 
favorable,  for,  although  from  Stevenson  two  routes  are  open  to  the 
enemy,  one  to  Memphis,  and  the  other  to  Nashville,  from  Stevenson 
to  Chattanooga  there  is  but  a  single  route.  General  Bragg,  by  con- 
centrating his  cavalry,  and  sending  it  to  cut  the  lines  of  communi- 
cation.  beyond  Stevenson,  will  cause  General  Rosecrans  to  detach 
largely  for  its  maintenance.  Then,  by  moving  with  his  whole  force 
upon  a  vulnerable  point,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  he 
will  in  all  human  probability  break  up  his  position. 
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From  the  report  of  our  scouts  General  Meade's  whole  army  is  this 
wide  of  the  Eappahannock,  and  it  is  stated  that  lie  is  preparing  to 
march  against  us.  The  route  he  will  take  is  not  certain,  though  a 
deserter  who  came  in  last  night  reported  that  he  was  to  force  a  pass- 
age across  the  Rapidan  at  Morton's  Ford  to-day.  The  heavy  rains 
of  this  morning  may  interfere  with  his  plans.  It  has  also  been  re- 
ported by  our  scouts  that  on  the  10th  instant  two  very  large  steamers 
passed  up  the  Potomac  loaded  with  troops.  On  the  12th,  a  very 
large  ocean  steamer  passed  up  heavily  laden,  and  on  the  14th,  another 
isteamer  passed  up,  also  loaded  with  troops.  They  have  been  for- 
warding troops  on  the  Orange  and  [Alexandria]  Railroad  for  the 
last  few  Aa,js,  whieh  I  think  are  those  I  have  mentioned  as  having 
ascended  the  Potomac.  I  think  it  also  probable  that  these  troops 
are  conscripts,  as  the  deserter  referred  to  stated  that  the  party  he 
came  with  was  shipped  at  Philadelphia  to  prevent  their  desertion. 
I  also  see  it  stated  in  the  Northern  papers  that  General  Meade  has 
been  promised  that  his  army  shall  be  tilled  up  to  its  full  organiza- 
tion by  conscripts  as  fast  as  obtained.  The  only  re-enforcements 
for  this  army  that  I  can  now  obtain  is  Cooke's  brigade,  stationed  at 
Hanover  Junction.  If  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division  could  be  sent 
there  for  the  occasion,  I  should  like  to  draw  it  to  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  18,  1863. 
Hin  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States: 

Mr.  President  :  Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  I  have  received 
reports  from  various  scouts,  all  concurring  in  the  statement  that 
General  Meade's  whole  army  is  between  the  Rappahannock  and  the 
Rapidan.  All  the  corps  forming  his  army  have  been  mentioned  and 
all  seem  to  be  present.  The  Eleventh  Corps  alone  is  still  north  of  the 
Rappahannock  guarding  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  reports  that 
have  been  circulated  of  some  of  the  corps  having  been  sent  to  Charles- 
ton would  appear  to  have  been  erroneous,  unless  they  have  been 
recently  returned.  Their  force  is  apparently  so  much  greater  than 
our  own  that  it  is  probable  we  may  be  forced  back,  and  lam  sending 
off  all  surjjlus  articles  from  Orange  and  Gordonsville. 

If  it  can  be  ascertained  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  his  troops 
from  the  coast  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  all  of  ours  that  are 
available  had  better  be  placed  in  marching  condition  for  service 
with  this  army.  I  inclose  a  report*  just  sent  me  by  General  Fitz. 
Lee,  which  corroborates  others  that  I  have  received.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  White,  who  is  operating  in  Loudoun  and  Fauquier,  says 
it  is  reported  on  the  upper  Potomac  that  General  Heintzelman  has 
taken  command  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  that  re-enforcements  are 
being  sent  there.  I  have  written  to  General  Imbodeu  to  ascertain 
if  this  is  true  and  vbat  is  its  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.        hi.         Lihihiy 

General. 
*JN'«t  found. 
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Special  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  335.  f  September  18,  18C3. 

I.  Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton  is,  at  his  own  request,  relieved  from  the 
command  of  McGowan's  brigade  and  his  own  regiment  (First  South 
Carolina  Regiment),  and  will  report  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.,  with  the  request  that  he  be 
ordered  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  duty. 

******  * 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee  :  # 

•      R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  18,  1863. 
Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson, 

Comanding  Jenkins'  Brigade,  via  Staunton 
(Care  of  commanding  oflBcer  at  that  point) : 
Order  one  regiment  of  your  brigade  to  Little  Levels,  in  Pocahontas 
County,  station  one  regiment  near  Lewisburg,  and  order  one  to  re- 
port to  Colonel  McCausland  ;  send  Witcher's  battalion  to  ZoUicofFer, 
East  Tennessee,  near  Bristol. 

Report  execution  of  this  order,  the  number  of  the  regiment  sent  to 
each  place,  and  use  all  possible  dispatch.     Notify  General  Imboden 
and  Col.  W.  L.  Jackson  of  the  move. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Officer  Commanding  at  Staunton  : 

Please  forward  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  Colonel  Ferguson, 
commanding  General  Jenkins'  brigade,  on  Staunton  and  Parkers- 
burg  turnpike,  near  Monterey,  with  all  possible  haste,  as  also  the 
one  to  General  Imboden.     They  are  of  greatest  importance, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 

P.  S. — Deliver  copy  of  dispatch  for  Colonel  Ferguson  to  com- 
mander of  post,  to  be  sent  to  General  Imboden. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  18,  1863. 

Col.  J.  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond  : 
From  report  of  Major  Bowyer,  the  ammunition  in  the  department 
is  fearfully  short.  Exposed  troops  have  only  23  rounds.  Unless 
ammunition  is  hurried  here  immediately,  the  consequences  will  be 
most  disastrous.  Am  satisfied  Major  Bowyer  could  not  have  made 
reports  required.  If  necessary,  that  can  be  inquired  into  hereafter. 
Ammunition  iS  needed  now. 
In  absence  of  the  general  commanding : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  18,  1863. 

Col.  George  S.  Patton,  - 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

Order  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  to  report  to  Colonel  McCaus- 
land  immediately.  Jenkins'  brigade  has  just  been  ordered  from  its 
present  position.  One  regiment  ordered  to  Little  Levels,  Pocahontas, 
one  to  Colonel  McCausland,  one  to  Lewisburg,  and  Witclier's  battal- 
ion to  ZoUicofPer,  East  Tennessee. 

You  must  employ  the  Greenbrier  cavalry  and  such  portions  of 
Dunn's  battalion  as  you  think  proper  to  scout  in  your  front  until  the 
regiment  of  Jenkins'  brigade  gets  iip.  Send  a  copy  of  this  to  Col. 
William  L.  Jackson  immediately.  He  will  notify  General  Imboden 
of  this  move. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. ■ 

.  Am  satisfied,  from  information  sent  you  in  my  telegram,  that  the 
salt-works  are  in  imminent  danger.  The  Sixtieth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment is  at  Narrows  of  New  Kiver.  I  think  it  can  be  spared,  though 
Colonel  McCausland  will  then  be  left  at  Princeton  with  less  than 
two  regiments.  In  any  event  he  can  retreat  safely  to  the  Narrows. 
Shall  I  order  the  Sixtieth  to  Saltville,  and  take  the  risk  in  front? 

I  cannot  hear  from  General  Jones.  The  enemy  is  between  us,  if 
reports  are  true,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  you  will  reply  to-night. 
Wharton  cannot  resist  the  force  opposed  to  him  if  as  reported,  and 
they  move  on  him  instead  of  against  General  Jones. 

If  Scammon  and  Kelley  make  a  simultaneous  move  in  front,  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Sixtieth  may  lead  to  serious  consequences  here 
and  on  the  Staunton  line. 

Please  instruct  me  immediately. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Joseph  F.  Kent, 

WytheviUe  : 

Collect  every  man  you  can  and  go  at  once  to  Glade  Spring.    The 
defense  of  WytheviUe  will  be  best  made  there.     Enemy  7  miles  this 
side  of  Bristol  this  morning,  and  steadily  advancing  on  Abingdon 
and  Saltville. 
Reply. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  Septemher  19,  1863. 

Col.  W.  L.  Jackson, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  in- 
form you  that  orders  have  been  given  for  the  disposition  of  General 
Jenkins'  brigade  as  follows,  viz:  One  regiment  at  Little  Levels,  Po- 
cahontas, one  near  Lewisburg,  and  one  to  report  to  Colonel  McCaus- 
land.    Witcher's  battalion  reports  to  the  general  at  ZoUicoffer,  East 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Col.  B.  H.  Jones, 

Comdg.  Sixtieth  Regiment  Va.  Vols.,  Narrows: 
Report  at  Dublin  with  your  regiment,  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Be  ready  to  take  the  cars  for  Saltville.  When  can  you  get  here? 
Reply  at  once,  that  transportation  may  be  ordered.  Lose  no  time. 
Send  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  Colonel  McCausland  by  special 
courier. 
By  order,  &c. : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Colonel  McCausland, 

Commanding  Brigade  : 
The  enemy  are  so  vigorously  pressing  General  Jones  and  with  such 
superior  force,  while  they  threaten  Saltville  also,  that  the  Sixtieth 
Regiment  has  been  ordered  to  Saltville  immediately. 

You  must  do  the  best  you  can  with  your  remaining  force,  and  the 
Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry;  another  regiment  of  General  Jenkins'  bri- 
gade, is  on  its  way  to  you.  Be  on  your  guard  and  fall  back  if  nec- 
essary to  the  Narrows  and  Rocky  Gap,  or  either  of  those  places,  as 
may  be  best  under  the  circumstances. 

Will  order  a  company  of  First  Brigade  to  Narrows  as  a  guard. 
The  emergency  is  pressing.     Promptness  and  watchfulness  were 
never  more  needed. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Col.  George  S.  Patton,  Union: 

Order  the  Eighth  [Virginia  Cavalry]  to  McCausland  at  Princeton. 
Forgetting  you  had  a  company  of  the  Fourteenth  [Virginia  Cav- 
alry], I  merely  ordered  a  regiment  to  you.    It  is  on  the  move  but 
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I  do  not  know  yet  which  you  will  have.  The  enemy  vigorously 
pressing  General  Jones,  and  threatening  Wharton.  I  shall  imme- 
diately order  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia  Infantry]  to  Glade  Spring  to 
aid  Wharton.  Keep,  therefore,  the  closest  lookout  in  your  front. 
Report  fully  anything  that  occurs.  Send  the  Eighth  immediately. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  : 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Col.  George  P.  Terrill, 

Salem  : 
If  you  can  carry  any  of  your  men  to  Glade  Spring,  report  there  at 
once  to  Brigadier-General  Wharton.    The  enemy  this  side  of  Bristol 
and  steadily  advancing.     Call  on  all  your  men  to  stand  by  you  and 
rally  to  Wharton's  support. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Similar  dispatches  ^o  the  above  were  sent  to  the  following  ad- 
dresses: Col.  H.  M.  Bowyer,  Bonsack's;  Brigadier-General  NichoUs, 
Lynchburg;  Maj.  James  M.  Wade,  Christiansburg.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Glade  Spring  : 
Have  called  on  the  home  guards  of  Montgomery,  Roanoke,  Bote- 
tourt, Bedford,  Wythe,  Smyth,  and  Pulaski  to  aid  you.     Am  afraid 
to  order  Sixtieth  [Virginia  Infantry]  away.     Communicate  with  the 
general  by  special  courier  if  possible  and  ask  the  order  from  him. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Glade  Spring: 
Have  ordered  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  to  your  aid,  and 
will  send  you  quite  a  large  body  of  home  guards.  Will  order  trans- 
portation as  soon  as  I  can,  when  they  will  be  ready.  Promptness, 
energy,  and  skill  will  yet  bring  us  all  right.  I  rely  on  you  confi- 
dently, but  use  your  forces  to  best  advantage  to  aid  General  Jones, 
and  defend  the  salt-works.  Communicate  with  the  general  at  all 
hazards,  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  guard  against  capture  of  dispatches. 
Will  aid  you  by  every  means  in  my  power.  Inform  General  Jones 
of  this  move  as  soon  as  you  can. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

CHAS  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Glade  Spring: 

Keep  me  fullv  informed  of  affairs  in  your  front.     I  hear  Bristol  is 
in  the  hands  of"  the  enemy.     Do  you  know  anything  about  this? 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  19,  1863. 
G.  A.  Wingpield,  Liberty: 

Call  on  every  man  who  will  rally  to  the  support  of  General  Whar- 
ton to  go  with  you  at  once  to  Glade  Spring.  Enemy  7  miles  this 
side  of  Bristol' this  morning,  and  steadily  advancing.     Eeply. 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 
'  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  20,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jepperson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States: 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  giving  the  statements  of  gentlemen  from  Norfolk  with 
regard  to  negro  troops  and  cavalry  which  the  enemy  are  collecting 
in  that  quarter  for  an  attack  on  Weldon.  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
these  negro  regiments  will  jirove  a  very  formidable  body,  though 
unopposed  they  might  do  us  great  damage.  But  as  the  enemy  are 
now  m  possession  of  the  East  Tennessee  road,  and  the  progress  on 
the  line  from  Danville  to  Greensborough  has  been  so  small  in  the 
past  year,  Weldon  becomes  to  us  a  point  of  much  importance,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  send  Colonel  Stevens,  of  the  Engineers,  to 
liave  some  works  erected  for  its  defense,  as  well  as  for  the  defense  of 
other  vulnerable  points  on  the  railway.  These  could  be  so  arranged 
as  to  be  held  by  a  small  force  until  re-enforcements  could  be  sent. 

If  the  navigation  of  the  Roanoke  has  not  been  yet  obstructed, 
there  may  be  danger  from  light-draught  steamers  on  that  river, 
which  is  navigable  very  high  up.  It  can  be  readily  obstructed,  no 
doubt,  and  may  be  a  good  stream  for  the  use  of  torpedoes. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  us  now  that  the  line  from  Dan- 
ville to  the  North  Carolina  Railway  should  be  speedily  finished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  jj-our  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond, 

September  20,  1863. 
General  Samuel  Jones, 

Watauga  Bridge,  via  Bristol: 

If  you  can  with  safety  spare  Corse's  brigade,  send  it  here. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  20,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Colonel  :  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  that  the  situation  of 
aif  airs  in  East  Tennessee  and  near  Saltville  renders  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  order  to  the  latter  place  the  Sixtieth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment. The  enemy  are  between  Generals  Jones  and  Wharton,  and 
the  utmost  promptness  can  alone  save  us.  This  exposes  you,  but  I 
hope  you  can  maintain  yourself  with  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry 
until  another  regiment  of  General  Jenkins'  brigade,  now  on  its  way 
to  you,  gets  up.  Of  course,  you  must  fall  back,  if  necessary,  and 
try  to  hold  the  Narrows  and  Rocky  Gap.  A  company  from  the 
First  Brigade  has  been  ordered  to  the  Narrows  as  a  guard. 

If  Scammon  learns  the  state  of  things  at  ZoUicoffer  and  Bristol, 
an  advance  will  doubtless  be  made.  Be  prepared,  therefore,  for  any 
move,  and  keep  a  sharp  lookout  in  your  front  and  in  the  direction 
the  raiders  last  came.  Nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity 
would  have  caused  this  move. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert 
E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  September  20,  1863 ;  headquarters  Orange 
Court-House. 


Command. 
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General  headquarters 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell). . . 
Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) 
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oFrom  return  for  September  10  of  the  enlisted  men  present  for  duty,  1,361  are  reported  as  dis- 
mounted. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  September  20,  1S63. 


Present  for 
duty. 

3 
s 

i 

1 

1 

ll 

2 

a 
2 

Command. 

i 

o 

1 

O 

s 

9 
180 
170 

8 
3,179 
2,807 

3 
3,646 
3,243 

13 
4,4.59 
3,968 

14 
5,631 
6,223 

District  of  the  Oaiie  "Fear                  

22 

31 

359 

5.989 

6,891 

8,440 

11,868 

53 

47  R  B— VOL  XXIX,  PT  ll 


738  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  21,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  :  Yours  of  the  30th  has  been  received.  I  concur  with 
you  in  your  estimate  of  the  movement  from  Norfolk,  but  even  thus 
regarded,  it  seems  difficult  to  make  the  needful  provision  against  it. 
The  division  sent  here  was  numerically  not  equal  to  the  two  brigades 
taken  away,  and  the  necessities  of  General  S.  Jones  caused  the  bri- 
gade of  General  Corse  to  be  sent  to  him.  I  directed  the  Adjutant- 
General,  in  furtherance  of  your  wish,  to  send  another  of  Pickett's 
brigades  to  relieve  General  Cooke's,  so  that  you  might  draw  that  to 
you. 

Since  I  commenced  writing,  a  dispatch  from  General  Bragg  has 
arrived  from  Chickamauga  River,  September  21.     He  says : 

After  two  days'  hard  fighting  we  have  driven  the  enemy,  after  a  desperate  re- 
sistance, from  several  positions,  and  now  hold  the  field,  but  he  still  confronts  vs. 
The  losses  are  heavy  on  both  sides,  especially  so  in  our  oflBcers.  We  have  taken 
over  20  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  2,500  prisoners. 

Have  this  moment  received  the  following  dispatch  from  the  adju- 
tant-general of  General  S.  Jones,  from  Dublin,  September  21  : 

Courier  from  General  Jones  arrived  at  Bristol  yesterday.  He  was  at  ZoUicofifer. 
Enemy  moved  on  that  point  yesterday  at  8  o'clock.  Skirmished  -with  our  forces. 
Moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Blountsville  and  Jonesborough.  Colonel  Carter  started 
after  them  with  cavalry  and  artillery  last  night. 

These  dispatches  indicate  that  the  attention  of  the  enemy  will  be 
concentrated  on  General  Bragg,  and  that  General  Jones  will  thereby 
be  relieved  for  the  present.  I  have  been,  since  you  left,  anxious  to 
go  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  but  have  been  delayed  by  causes  which 
you  readily  understand.  Unless  we  receive  more  decisive  intelli- 
gence than  that  herein  communicated,  it  is  still  my  purpose  to  go  as 
soon  as  other  duties  will  permit.  If  we  can  obtain  a  complete  victory 
in  that  quarter,  and  drive  the  enemy,  broken  and  discouraged,  from 
the  present  field  of  operations,  the  forces  you  sent  can  most  readily 
return  to  you  through  East  Tennessee  and  So\ithwestern  Virginia, 
and  I  trust  it  may  be  practicable  then  to  bring  them  to  you  before 
the  enemy  shall  render  their  presence  with  you  a  necessity.  In  the 
meantime,  I  have  urged  that  the  greatest  efforts  should  be  made  to 
procure  and  send  recruits  to  you,  and  1  hope  the  Legislature,  now  in 
session  here,  will  adopt  such  action  as  will  bring  out  the  arms-bear- 
ing population  who  are  not  subject  to  enrollment  for  the  Confeder- 
ate Army,  and  thus  afford  to  you  an  auxiliary  force,  which  will  re- 
lieve you  from  the  necessity  of  detaching  troops  to  guard  localities 
and  lines  of  communication. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  avoid  vain  regrets  at  the  detachment  of 
troops  by  the  southern  route,  which,  if  the  course  of  General  Bragg 
could  have  been  foreseen,  would  have  been  more  valuable  in  East 
Tennessee,  whence  they  could  have  been  more  readily  withdrawn 
to  support  you  in  time  of  need.  If,  however.  General  Bragg's  oper- 
ations should  be  successful,  and  rapidly  followed  up,  it  may  prove 
that  the  course  adopted  was,  after  all,  the  best. 

Only  one  battalion  of  artillery  (Alexander's)  has  gone  beyond 
Petersburg,  and  I  have  directed  that  no  horses  should  be  sent.  The 
supply  at  Atlanta,  if  correctly  reported,  will  suffice  for  that  bat- 
talion, but  no  more,  and  you  will  no  doubt  require  all  the  artillery 
horses  which  General  Longstreet  hud, 
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Colonel  Ives,  who  some  time  since  gave  his  attention  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  rivers  in  North  Carolina,  informs  me  that  torpedoes  are  in 
the  course  of  construction,  and  it  is  intended,  as  soon  as  any  are 
ready,  to  place  them  in  the  Roanoke  River.  He  says,  however,  a 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  the  want  of  a  proper  officer  to  take 
charge  of  laying  them.  He  will  inquire  what  has  been  done,  and  is 
doing,  in  relation  to  works  of  defense  at  Weldon  and  other  vulnera- 
ble points  on  the  railroad.  The  works  some  time  since  commenced 
at  Weldon  were  too  extensive  for  a  small  force,  and  we  could  not 
expect  to  keep  a  large  garrison  there. 

The  progress  of  the  Danville  and  Greensborough  Railroad,  if 
recent  promises  are  fulfilled,  should  be  more  rapid  hereafter  than 
heretofore. 

No  recent  intelligence  from  Charleston  of  importance,  and  no 
indication  of  any  withdrawal  of  troops  by  the  enemy.  I  received 
private  information  that  .30,000  troops  were  about  to  be  shipped  from 
the  North  to  go  southward.  Those  you  mention  as  coming  up  to 
General  Meade  may  be  from  New  York,  and  if  so  are  new  levies 
mainly.  I  deeply  regret  your  want  of  an  adequate  force  to  avail 
yourself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  present  condition  of  the 
enemy,  biit  hope  before  he  is  prepared  to  attack  that  you  will  be 
re-enforced.  Like  the  people  generally,  I  feel  secure  in  the  confi- 
dence you  and  your  army  inspire  ;  that,  in  the  meantime,  nothing 
worse  can  befall  us  than  a  temporary  withdrawal  to  a  more  interior 
line. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  21,  1863. 

Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

CoTnmandihg,  &c.: 
General  :  General  Lee  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and  say  that  he  is  gratified  to  learn 
that  injustice  has  been  done  to  Major  Gilmor  and  his  comniand. 
He  says  that  he  considers  it  necessary  that  every  means  should  be 
used  to  capture  or  destroy  the  lawless  men  who  have  brought  dis- 
credit upon  the  ai-my.  The  interests  of  the  cause  and  the  character 
of  our  troops,  particularly  that  of  Major  Gilmor's  command,  require 
that  these  deserters  be  arrested  or  destroyed,  and  a  stop  put  to  their 
marauding.  The  general  desires  that  you  will  instruct  your  officers 
and  men  to  take  them  whenever  they  can,  dead  or  alive.  They  must 
be  exterminated,  and  every  one  who  comes  across  them  must  take 
or  shoot  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 
Major,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  337.  J  September  21,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Perrin,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  report  to 
Lieut.  Gm.  A,  P,  Hill,  commanding  Third  Corps,  Army  of  Nortii- 
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em  Virginia,  for  assignment  to  the  temporary  command  of  McGow- 
an's  brigade.  Wilcox's  division. 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee. 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Dept., 

Raleigh,  September  21,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of   War  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  occupation  of  East  Tennessee  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  great  assemblage  of  tories  and  deserters  in  the  mountains  of 
the  border,  renders  Western  North  Carolina,  with  all  its  supplies  of 
beef  and  pork,  open  to  the  incursions  of  the  Federals  and  tories.  It 
is  inhabited,  however,  by  quite  a  warlike  militia  who  are  calling' 
upon  me  to  arm  and  organize  them  for  a  fight.  I  am  doing  so  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability,  but  shall  not  be  able  to  accomplish  much 
without  your  assistance.  I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  request  that 
you  win  constitute  that  mountain  country  a  district  and  assign  a 
competent  brigadier  to  the  command.  With  a  battery  or  so,  and  a  very 
few  regular  troops,  the  various  passes  could  be  easily  held  with  the 
help  of  some  2,000  home  guards  whom  I  can  order  to  his  support. 
If  you  have  no  suitable  officer  to  be  spared  for  such  a  purpose,  I  would . 
recommend  that  Col.  C.  M.  Avery,  of  the  Thirty-third  North  Car- 
olina Infantry,  or  Col.  Stephen  Lee,  late  of  the  Sixteenth  North 
Carolina  Infantry,  be  made  a  brigadier  and  assigned  to  that  duty. 
They  are  both  residents  of  that  section,  acquainted  with  the  country 
and  people.  The  first  named  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  best  ap- 
pointment, being  younger,  more  active,  and  better  adapted  to  the 
management  of  militia  and  the  people  generally. 

I  cannot  furnish  arms  to  them  without  leaving  unarmed  the  home 
gTiards  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  State,  and  so  I  beg  you,  if  pos- 
sible, to  spare  me  1,000  or  1,500  muskets. 

Please  let  me  know  if  these  suggestions  meet  your  view  imme- 
diately; there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 
Very  respectfully,  vours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Indorsements.] 

September  23,  1863. 
I  Avill  send  COO  muskets  to  Captain  Brenizer,  Salisbury,  and  200 
or  more  rifles  may  be  obtained  at  Asheville  Armory,  N.  C. 

J.  GORGAS, 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 
Governor  Vance  requests  early  action. 


Colonel. 
September  23,  1863. 


A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Every  assistance  should  be  given  which  is  practicable.     I  do  not 
know  the  present  position  of  Colonel  Avery  and  therefore  cannot 
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judge  of  the  feasibility  of  the  proposition  to  assign  him  to  duty  as 
proposed.  It  will  be  observed  that  a  request  is  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  brigadier-general,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  a 
brigade  to  justify  such  appointment.  If  there  should  be  a  brigade 
of  local-defense  men,  a  brigadier  may  be  appointed  or  assigned  as 
may  be  found  best. 

J.  D.     [DAVIS.] 

September  26,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  : 

What  is  the  present  position  of  Colonel  Avery  ?    Is  he  not  with 
General  Lee  in  command  of  a  ragiment  ? 

J.  A.  S.    [SEDDON], 

Secretary. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

September  29,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Colonel  Avery  commands  the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment, Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  General  Lee's  army. 
By  order  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

E.  A.  PALFREY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  Pickett's  division,  Maj.  Qen.  Oeorge  E.  Pickett,  C.S. 
Army,  commanding,  September  21,  1863. 


Command. 


Division  headquai-ters. 
Armistead's  brigade. . . 

Corse's  brigade 

Hunton's  brigade 

Kemper's  brigade 


Total. 


Present  tor 
duty. 


S40 


781 
1,000 


3,814 


8 
1,354 

i.oso 

1,349 


3,761 


Eicrd 


3,109 


a,  669 
3,130 


8,917 


7 
1,273 


1,048 
1,319 


Kemarks. 


Petersburg,  Va. 

Do. 
Detached. 
Chaffln's  Farm,  Va. 

Do. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  September  23,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

Sir  :  The  demands  for  transportation  here  have  now  become  so 
great,  and  my  means  so  small  and  so  rapidly  deteriorating,  that  I  am 
compelled  to  ask  for  one  or  two  steamers  at  once,  either  to  be  pur- 
chased or  impressed,  for  service  in  the  river. 

For  the  engineer  service,  river  obstructions,  commissariat,  quarter- 
master's department,  transportation  of  ordnance,  assistance  to  gov- 
ernment steamers  pursuing  the  blockade,  and  for  the  coal  supply 
from  Fayetteville  (this  most  important),  I  have  but  two  small  iron 
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steamers  of  very  limited  caijacity,  and  almost  entirely  unserviceable 
from  wearing  out. 

Please  give  me  authority  either  to  purchase  or  impress.     The  mat- 
ter of  coal  alone  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance.     If  I  can  get  ser- 
viceable steamers  for  the  lower  river,  I  shall  be  able  to  put  one  of 
those  now  attending  to  general  business  in  the  coal  trade. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquakters  Army  6f  Northern  Virginia, 
Camp  at  Orange  Court-House,  September  23,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant.  I  Avas  rejoiced  yesterday  to  learn  by  a  dispatch 
from  the  War  Department  of  the  complete  victory  gained  by  Gen- 
eral Bragg.  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  follow  it  up,  to  concentrate  his 
troops  and  operate  on  the  enemy's  rear.  I  infer,  from  the  accounts 
I  have  seen,  that  Buckner  has  not  joined  him.  Unless  he  is  occupy- 
ing a  superior  force  to  his  own,  he  ought  at  once  to  unite  with  Bragg, 
that  he  may  push  the  advantage  gained.  If  that  can  be  done,  Long- 
street  can  successfully  move  to  East  Tennessee,  open  that  country, 
where  Sam.  Jones  can  unite  with  him,  and  thence  rejoin  me.  No 
time  ought  now  to  be  lost  or  wasted.  Everything  should  be  done 
that  can  be  done  at  once,  so  that  the  troops  may  be  speedily  returned 
to  this  department.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  will  not  get  here  too 
soon.  The  enemy  is  aware  of  Longstreet's  departure.  They  report 
in  their  papers  the  day  he  passed  through  Augusta,  and  give  the 
position  of  Ewell's  and  Hill's  corps.  General  Meade  is  strengthen- 
ing himself  daily.  Our  last  scouts  report  the  return  of  the  troops 
sent  north  to  enforce  the  draft.  Nine  trains  loaded  with  troops 
reached  Culpeper  Thursday  night.  Three  trains  arrived  on  Monday, 
and  three  on  Tuesday  last,  in  addition  to  between  4,000  and  5,000 
by  marching. 

It  was  apparently  expected  by  the  enemy  that  we  would  abandon 
the  line  of  the  Rapidan  on  his  approach.  His  advance  seems  to  be 
delayed  by  doubts  as  to  our  strength  from  the  maintenance  of  our 
position.  His  reconnoitering  parties  and  cavalry  are  brisk  in  obser- 
vation. During  Monday  and  Tuesday  he  quietly  massed  his  cavalry 
on  his  right,  and  moved  through  Madison  to  turn  our  left.  Gregg 
came  down  the  road  to  Orange  Court-House  by  Burnett's  Ford,  Kil- 
patrick  the  road  by  Liberty  Mills,  and  Buf  ord  the  road  by  Barbours- 
ville  leading  to  Gordonsville.  General  Stuart,  with  one  division  of 
cavalry  guarding  our  left  flank,  opposed  so  obstinately  the  progress 
of  these  three  divisions  of  the  enemy  that  he  brought  them  to  a  halt 
last  night  at  the  Rapidan.  By  that  time,  General  Fitz.  Lee  had 
hastened  from  the  right  and  joined  him.  During  the  night  the  enemy 
commenced  to  retire.  General  Stuart  is  now  pursuing  him  on  his 
route  back  to  Culpeper.  I  presume  his  next  attempt  will  be  on  our 
right,  unless  he  determines  to  move  his  whole  army  around  our 
army  to  Gordonsville.  General  Stuart  showed  his  usual  energy, 
promptness,  and  boldness  in  his  operations  yesterday ;  keeping  with 
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the  front  line  of  his  troops,  his  horse  was  shot  under  him.  Citizens 
report  the  enemy's  loss  heavy.  I  hope  ours  is  not  large.  I  have  only 
heard  the  death  of  Colonel  Rogers,  of  North  Carolina,  Scales'  bri- 
gade, who  was  killed  by  a  shell  at  Barnett's  Ford,  and  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Delony,  of  the  cavalry,  wounded. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S.— From  the  details  brought  by  the  train  to-day  of  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  I  see  that  Buckner  had  united  with  Bragg.  I  am 
grieved  to  learn  the  death  of  General  Hood.  I  fear  also,  from  the 
accounts,  that  General  Wofford  is  dead ;  he  was  one  of  Georgia's 
best  soldiers.  I  am  gradually  losing  my  best  men — Jackson,  Pender, 
Hood.  There  was  no  braver  soldier  in  the  Confederacy  than  Desh- 
ler.     I  see  he  is  numbered  among  the  dead. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  23,  1863—3  p.  m. 
General  Stuart, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  to-day,  reporting  the 
retirement  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  deal 
him  a  damaging  blow  before  he  gets  out  of  your  reach.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  defeating  his  plans  and  arresting  his  advance.  The 
energy  and  promptness  of  yourself  and  command  elicits  my  high 
admiration.  With  inferior  numbers  you  concentrated  your  troops, 
and  successfully  opposed  his  progress,  and  obliged  him  to  relinquish 
his  purpose.  His  next  attempt  will  be  on  our  right.  We  must 
either  be  prepared  for  him  there  or  prostrate  him  by  a  movement  on 
his  rear. 

I  hope  your  loss  has  been  small,  and  that  your  troops  are  in  good 
condition.     Cherish  and  refresli  them  all  you  can. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  23,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Captain  Reid  just  reached  Glade  Spring  from  fight  at  Blounts- 
ville,  Tenn. ,  yesterday.  Reports  enemy,  infantry  and  artillery  and 
cavalry,  0,000  strong,  attacked  Colonel  Carter  and  drove  him  toward 
Zollicoffer.  Believes  their  intention  to  attack  Saltville.  Prisoner 
informed  him  Burnside  in  command.  General  Wharton  reports  he 
has  sent  Fifty-first  Virginia  Regiment  toward  Bristol.  Has  Otey 
Battery  and  Clarke's  battalion  on  trains  ready  to  start.  Asks  for 
the  Sixtieth  Regiment  at  once.  Says  he  has  no  late  intelligence  from 
General  Jones.  The  Sixtieth  goes  to  him  as  soon  as  transportation 
is  procured.  It  was  delayed  here  after  communications  with  Gen- 
eral Jones  were  opened. 
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McCausland  ordered  to  hold  Rocky  Gap  and  approaches  to  the 
railroad  through  Tazewell  and  Wyoming. 

Have  directed  General  Echols  to  be  ready  to  garrison  the  Nar- 
rows in  event  of  advance  by  Scammon.  This  would  expose  Green- 
brier and  Monroe  temporarily,  but  the  railroad  seems  of  greater 
importance. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters- Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Lewisburg,  via  Union: 
We  cannot  possibly  afford  to  have  the  railroad  cut  now.  Be  pre- 
pared to  garrison  the  Narrows  at  a  moment's  notice  in  event  of  ad- 
vance by  Scammon.  McCausland  will  protect  Rocky  Gap  and  the 
line  west  of  that  point.  Keep  the  closest  lookout  and  inform  me 
promptly  of  enemy's  movements.  Send  couriers  to  hurry  up  move- 
ments of  Jenkins'  brigade.  Colonel  Patton  will  inform  you  of  this. 
Reply  at  once.  This  exposes  you  for  a  few  days,  but  cannot  be 
avoided.  To-day's  papers  confirm  Bragg's  great  victory.  Enemy's 
loss  immense.  All  his  killed  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  He  re- 
treated to  Chattanooga. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  September  23,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland,  Princeton: 

Orders  have  been  given  General  Echols  to  be  prepared  to  send  a 
garrison  as  suggested,  on  a  moment's  notice.  Carry  out  your  plan, 
but  give  me  and  General  Echols  the  earliest  information. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Operator  will  see  that  this  is  put  in  the  courier  mail  when  it 
reaches  the  Narrows.  If  courier  has  passed,  send  by  special  mes- 
senger. 

C.  S.     [STRINGFELLOW.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  23,  1863. 
Col.   H.   M.   BOWYER, 

Bonsack's: 
Following  just  received  from  Glade  Spring  : 

Major  STRINGFELLOW  • 

Order  tlie  home  guards  of  Botetourt  to  be  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 

ROBERT  T.  PRESTON. 

Your  men  may  be  needed  at  any  moment. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  239.  j  September  'ZS,  1863. 

s):  4:  4:  «  «  ^  ;): 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  L.  Long,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  report 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding  Second  Corps,  for  assign- 
ment to  duty  as  chief  of  the  artillery  of  his  corps. 
By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Navy  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  September  23,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information, 
an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Flag-Officer  W.  F.  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your"  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosure.] 

Halifax,  N.  C,    • 
September  13,  1863. 

*  *  *  After  a  careful  examination  of  a  chart  of  the  coasts  of 
North  and  South  Carolina,  I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  concur  with 
me  in  thinking  an  attack  upon  the  forts  defending  the  entrances  to 
the  Cape  Fear  River  by  iron-clads  impracticable  for  months  to  come. 

Within  a  week,  in  all  probability,  we  shall  have  the  equinoctial 
gale,  after  which  the  weather  becomes  unsettled,  and  is  frequently 
tempestuous. 

From  Baldhead  Light  at  the  southwest  and  principal  entrance  *  of 
the  Cape  Fear,  to  Bull  Bay,  in  South  Carolina — the  first  harbor  in  a 
southerly  direction,  for  any  but  vessels  of  a  light  draught — is  a  dis- 
tance of  60  miles,  and  from  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. , 
the  nearest  in  that  direction  of  sufficient  draught  of  water,  is  80 
miles. 

The  Ironsides  may  ride  out  the  gales  which  spring  up  so  suddenly 
and  with  such  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Frying-Pan  Shoals,  but  the 
monitors  cannot,  and  therefore  would  scarce  venture  an  attack  dur- 
ing the  forthcoming  season. 

If  the  south  end  of  Smith's  Island  be  as  much  neglected  as  was 
the  south  end  of  Morris  Island,  the  enemy  may  transport  guns  to 
and  erect  batteries  upon  it,  but  I  think  that  General  Whiting  has 
not  overlooked  the  importance  of  that  position. 

[Indorsement.] 

September  28,  1863. 
Returnea,  with  acknowledgments,  to  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

*  Heretofore  most  important,  but  now  with  less  water  on  its  inner  bar  or  rip  than 
at  New  Inlet. — Note  on  original. 
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General  Whiting  concurs  in  reference  to  naval  attack,  but  dreads 
effort  to  assail  by  land. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretai'y. 


Special  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  226.  f  Richmond,  September  23,  1863. 

******* 

XXIII.  Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
headquarters  art  Petersburg,  Va. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
No.  89.  j  Seidemher  24,  18d3. 

The  commanding  general  announces  to  the  army,  with  profound 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  the  victory  achieved  at  Chickamauga 
by  the  army  of  General  Braxton  Bragg. 

After  a  fierce  and  sanguinary  conflict  of  two  days,  the  Federal 
forces  under  General  Rosecrans  were  driven,  with  heavy  loss,  from 
their  strong  positions,  and,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the 
field,  retreated  under  cover  of  night  on  Chattanooga,  pursued  by 
our  cavalry. 

Rendering  to  the  Great  Giver  of  Victory,  as  is  most  justly  due,  our 
praise  and  thanksgiving  for  this  signal  manifestation  of  His  favor, 
let  us  extend  to  the  army  that  has  so  nobly  upheld  the  honor  of  our 
country  the  tribute  of  our  admiration  for  its  valor,  and  sympathy 
for  its  suffering  and  loss. 

Invoking  the  continuous  assistance  of  Heaven  upon  our  efforts, 
let  us  resolve  to  emulate  the  heroic  example  of  our  brethren  in  the 
south,  until  the  enemy  shall  be  expelled  from  our  borders  and  peace 
and  independence  be  secured  to  our  country. 

[R.  E.  LEE,] 

General. 


Dublin, 
September  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones  : 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  since  the  18th.  In  reply  to  Colonel 
Wharton's  request  I  sent  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia  Infantry]  to  him 
last  night.  As  I  dolayed  it  on  his  statement  that  such  was  your 
order,  I  presume  you  had  also  instructed  him  when  to  call  for  it. 

Nothing  yet  heard  from  Colonel  Ferguson.  I  have  directed  Gen- 
eral Echols  to  be  ready  to  garrison  the  Narrows  in  the  event  of  an 
advance  by  Scammon.  McCausland  is  ordered  to  cover  Rocky  Gap 
and  the  approaches  through  Tazewell  and  Wyoming  to  protect  the 
railroad.  I  shall  use  the  home  guards  of  the  county  as  circum- 
stances seem  to  require.     The  arrival  of  Ferguson's  regiments  is 
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anxiously  looked  for,  as  I  am  well  persuaded  that  as  soon  as  Scam- 
mon  learns  the  situation,  he  must  advance.  I  will  do  all  in  my 
power  in  this  contingency.  I  repeat  that  I  am  in  absolute  ignorance 
of  everything  connected  with  affairs  a.t  ZoUicoffer— have  no  idea  of 
even  the  number  of  your  troops.  Under  such  circumstances  you  will 
see  I  have  to  wait  direct  orders  from  you  on  almost  every  subject,  or 
in  the  exercise  of  my  own  judgment,  on  the  reports  andinformation 
received  here,  be  liable  to  mistakes  when  mistakes  may  possibly  be 
fatal.  _  You  omitted  in  your  order  of  the  18th  to  dispose  of  S^veeney's 
battalion.  Where  do  you  desire  it  posted  ? 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  24,  18C3. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade : 

Colonel  :  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  that  I  have  given  General 
Echols  orders  to  garrison  the  Narrows  in  event  of  Scammon's 
advance,  and  that  you  could  look  mainly  to  the  defense  of  the  line 
west  of  that  point. 

I  am  trying  to  hurry  up  the  cavalry  regiments,  but  cannot  hear 
from  them  yet.  When  the  regiment  ordered  to  you  arrives,  could 
you  not  hold  the  line  you  had  previous  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Sixtieth  [Virginia  Infantry]  ? 

I  am  uneasy  in  regard  to  the  very  large  force  which  General  Kelley 
has  at  Beverly;  to  weaken  General  Echols,  exposes  not  only  Green- 
bi'ier  and  Monroe,  but  the  line  to  Staunton  also.     General  Lee,  in  all 
probability,  has  his  hands  full  to  attend  to  the  enemy  in  his  front. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  25,  1803. 

General  Cooper  : 

Adjt.  and  Insp.   Gen. ,  C.  S.  Army,  Eichmond,   Va.  : 

General  :  The  reports  of  the  operations  of  this  army  have  been 
forwarded  from  time  to  time,  as  the  receipt  of  those  of  subordinate 
officers  enable  me  to  prepare  my  own.  It  was  my  purpose  to  have 
tJiem  all  arranged  in  chronological  order  so  as  to  form  a  continuous 
narrative  ;  those  of  1862,  extending  from  the  battles  at  Richmond  to 
the  first  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  December  15, 1862,  being  placed 
togetlier.  Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  transmitted,  all 
of  them  with  the  exception  of  the  reports  of  the  battles  of  Sharpsburg, 
Boonsborough,  and  Harper's  Ferry  were  addressed  to  you  in  the 
form  of  a  letter,  and  some  changes  will  therefore  be  necessary  before 
they  can  be  arranged  in  the  form  I  desire. 

Diiring  my  last  visit  to  Richmond,  I  caused  the  necessary  altera- 
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tions  to  be  made  in  some  of  them,  but  one  being  missing — that  of 
Cedar  Mountain — I  was  unable  to  have  them  put  in  the  form  I 
wished.  I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
ask  that  the  reports  may  be  «,rranged,  as  I  request,  before  being 
submitted  to  Congress.  To  do  so  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
direct  all  my  reports  of  1862,  from  Mechanicsville  to  the  first  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  inclusive,  be  put  together  as  a  continuous  report. 
The  address  to  you  of  the  first  report  will  serve  for  the  address  of 
the  whole,  and  the  signature  to  the  last  will  also  serve  for  the  sig- 
nature to  the  whole.  AH  the  intermediate  reports  will  then  have  the 
address  to  you  stricken  out,  and  over  each  will  be  written  a  caption 
showing  to  what  part  of  the  campaign  it  relates.  The  words  ' '  respect- 
fully submitted  "  and  my  signature  will  also  be  erased  from  all  the 
reports  excepting  the  last. 

The  series  will  then  be  made  to  form  •  a  continuous  narrative  ad- 
dressed to  yourself,  in  the  following  order : 

First.  Report  of  operations  around  Richmond,  including  the  bat- 
tles of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mills,  or  battle  of  the  Chickahominy, 
Savage  Station,  Frazier's  [Frayser's]  Farm,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Second.  Battle  of  Cedar  Mountain. 

Third.  Report  of  operations  of  the  army  from  August  13  to  Sep- 
tember 2,  embracing  the  battles  of  Manassas  and  Ox  Hill. 

Fourth.  Maryland  Campaign,  embracing  the  battles  of  Boons- 
borough,  Sharpsburg,  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  return  of 
the  army  to  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock. 

Fifth.  Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862. 

The  first  only  will  be  addressed,  the  last  only  will  have  my  signa- 
ture.    Some  of  these  alterations  have  been  made,  as  before  stated. 
Should  there  be  any  difficulty  in  making  the  others,  if  my  reports 
could  be  sent  to  me,  I  will  have  the  necessary  changes  made. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  LFF, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  "Virginia, 

September  25,  1863, 
General  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  judge  by  the  enemy's  movements  in  front  and  the 
reports  of  my  scouts  in  his  rear  that  he  is  preparing  to  move  against 
me  with  all  the  strength  he  can  gather.  The  troops  sent  to  New 
York  have  returned  and  pontoon  trains  are  being  Drought  up.  I 
wish  every  man  who  can  possibly  be  sent  to  re- enforce  me,  and, 
therefore,  would  be  glad  for  you  to  make  your  arrangements  so  as 
to  send  me  all  you  can  spare  at  the  proper  moment.  Please  let  me 
know  whether  Pickett  has  yet  gone  to  Hanover  Junction,  so  that  I 
can  draw  Cooke  up  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — I  have  delayed  sending  the  Maryland  troops  down  until 
after  the  battle. 
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Headquarters, 
Orange,  September  35,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  : 

General  :  If  it  gives  you  as  much  pleasure  to  receive  my  warmest 
congratulations  as  it  does  me  to  convey  them,  this  letter  will  not 
have  been  written  in  vain.  My  whole  heart  and  soul  have  been  with 
you  and  your  brave  corps  in  your  late  battle.  It  was  natural  to  hear 
of  Longstreet  and  Hill  charging  side  by  side,  and  pleasing  to  find 
the  armies  of  the  east  and  west  vyine  with  each  other  in  valor  and 
devotion  to  their  country.  A  comprete  and  glorious  victory  must 
ensue  under  such  circumstances.  I  hope  the  result  will  equal  the 
beginning  and  General  Bragg  will  be  able  to  reoccupy  Tennessee. 
I  grieve  for  the  gallant  dead  and  mourn  for  our  brave  Hood.  The 
names  of  others  have  reached  me,  but  I  hope  the  report  of  their  fall 
may  not  prove  true.  Finish  the  work  before  you,  my  dear  general, 
and  return  to  me.  I  want  you  badly  and  you  cannot  get  back  too 
soon.  Your  departure  was  known  to  the  eneniy  as  soon  as  it  oc- 
curred. General  Meade  has  been  actively  engaged  collecting  his 
forces  and  is  now  up  to  the  Rapidan.  All  his  troops  that  were  sent 
north  have  returned  and  re-enforcements  are  daily  arriving.  ■  His 
cavalry  and  engineers  are  constantly  reconnoitering,  and  a  vigorous 
effort  was  made  Monday  and  Tuesday  to  turn  our  left.  We  are 
endeavoring  to  maintain  a  bold  front,  and  shall  endeavor  to  delay 
them  all  we  can  till  you  return. 

Present  my  sincere  compliments  and  admiration  to  the  ofiBcers 
around  you,  and  accept  for  yourself  and  command  my  ardent  wishes 
for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  all. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

XV.  Ej.  LS£j, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Zollicoffer: 
Colonel  Ferguson  reports  all  orders  being  executed  as  directed  in 
yoiir  telegram  of  18th  excepting  in  regard  to  the  regiment  to  go  to 
Little  Levels.  Does  not  mention  that  my  telegram  must  have  been 
incorrectly  received  at  Staunton.  Ferguson  remains  at  Crab 
Bottom  Highland,  with  the  Fourteenth  [Virginia  Cavalry]  and 
Sweeney's  battalion.  Shall  I  repeat  the  order  as  to  Little  Levels  ? 
If  so,  do  what  with  Sweeney  ? 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  September  25,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  in  which  you 

give  me  an  extract  from  a  confidential  letter  written  by  General  Lee, 

in  reference  to  a  connection  between  the  "intermediate"  line  around 

Manchester  and  the  defenses  landward  at  Drewry's  Bluff  and  a  second 
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line  of  river  obstructions  connected  with  the  same  line  ("the  inter- 
mediate"), I  woiild  say  that-my  judgment  is  still  in  favor  of  making 
the  obstruction  at  Warwick  Bar  just  below  the  pontoon  bridge, 
because  the  work  is  partially  done  now  and  can  be  completed  sooner 
than  any  other,  and  because  two  or  three  guns  mounted  on  the  favor- 
able point  on  the  left  bank  of  the  James,  just  above  the  line  of  the 
obstructions,  would  afford  a  strong  protection  for  the  same.  A  much 
shorter  connection  would  suffice  to  place  these  second  obstructions 
in  relation  with  the  intermediate  line  around  Manchester  than  is 
required  to  connect  it  with  Drewry's  Bluff.  At  Richmond  Bar  the 
banks  of  the  river  do  not,  I  fear,  offer  good  positions  for  guns  bear- 
ing on  the  channel,  while  Warv/ick  Bar  can  be  swept  by  cannon,  and 
at  the  same  time  by  shai-pshooters,  in  rifle-pits.  All  along  the  frown- 
ing bluff,  formerly  the  left  bank,  a  pocket  shape  would  have  to  be 
given  to  the  intermediate  line  on  the  right  bank  to  make  it  embrace 
the  Warwick  obstructions,  but  the  length  would  be  much  less  than 
that  required  to  embrace  Drewry's  Bluff.  I  would  advise  that  what- 
ever is  done  toward  connecting  the  Manchester  (intermediate)  line 
with  Drewry's  Bluff  be  done  first  at  the  end  next  to  this  line,  with  a 
view  to  turn  it  in  wheh  opposite  Warwick.  If  this  be  found  to  be 
the  best  position  for  a  second  river  obstruction,  as  I  think  it  will  be, 
two  of  our  bridges  will  then  be  within  our  best  line  of  defense. 

Please  give  the  subject  your  most  careful  study  and  decide  as 
promptly  as  possible.  I  hope  you  will  soon  have  a  full  force  of 
negroes. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

3Iajor-General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Comdg.  Southivestern  Virginia  Department: 
General:  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  enemy  is  preparing  to 
move  against  me  at  this  point  with  all  the  strength  he  can  gather. 
I  need  every  man  that  I  can  possibly  get  to  re-enforce  me. 

The  enemy  in  Tennessee  will,  no  doubt,  draw  all  their  forces  from 
the  region  of  Knoxville  and  the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  to  re- 
enforce  the  defeated  army  of  General  Rosecrans.  I  hope,  therefore, 
unless  you  are  able  to  strike  them  a  blow  very  speedily,  you  will 
make  arrangements  to  spare  all  the  troops  you  can,  and  at  least  send 
Corse's  brigade  back  to  me. 

If  you  find  by  using  all  your  force  you  can  damage  the  enemy  and 
drive  him  out  of  the  country,  it  is  a  positive  advantage  not  to  be 
neglected.     But  if  you  cannot  do  this,  this  brigade  will  be  compara- 
tively idle  there  while  its  services  are  much  needed  here. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

Dublin,  {September]  26,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  34th  has  just  been  received.  Colonel 
Jerguspn  has  received,  mj  order  of  the  Igth  instwt,  issued  by  di- 
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rection  of  the  major-general  commanding.  The  Seventeenth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  Col.  W.  H.  French  commanding,  is  on  its  way  to 
report  to  you  at  Lewisburg,  and  will  very  probably  be  there  before 
this  reaches  you.  Orders  have  been  given  to  have  supplies  hurried 
on  to  the  Nariows,  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  per- 
mit. The  Sixteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Graham, 
is  on  its  way  to  Princeton.  I  wrote  you  yesterday  in  regard  to  this 
regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  2C,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding  Brigade: 
General:  Colonel  McCausland  informs  me  he  cannot  possibly 
forage  another  cavalry  regiment.  The  Sixteenth  Regiment,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Graham,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  him.  It  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  change  this  disposition  somewhat,  and  I 
inclose  you  an  order  for  the  Sixteenth  to  report  to  you  temporarily. 
Please  station  one  of  your  battalions  at  such  point  as  you  may 
deem  best,  with  a  view  to  its  being  thrown  either  to  the  Narrows  or 
Lewisburg,  as  occasion  may  require,  and  report  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Kelley  is  so  far  off  he  can  only  move  on  you  with  cavalry.  The 
mounted  force  in  Colonel  McCausland's  front  has  been  considerably 
increased.  Brigadier-General  Duffid  has  reached  Charleston,  to  take 
command  of  their  cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  30,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Zollicoffer : 

McCausland  says  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  forage  more  cavalry. 
Have  therefore  ordered  the  Sixteenth  Virginia  Regiment  to  report 
to  Echols  also,  and  directed  him  to  place  a  battalion  so  that  it  can 
easily  reach  the  Narrows  if  required.  Brigadier-General  Duffi^  ar- 
rived at  Charleston  to  take  command  of  all  the  Yankee  cavalry,  and 
has  1,800  men. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Bichmond,   Va.,  September  36,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
General  :  I  have  received'  your  letter  asking  autliority  either  to 
purchase  or  impress  one  or  two  steamers. 
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You  will  endeavor  to  purchase  such  steamers  at  a  fair  price,  and, 
failing  to  do  so,  you  will  proceed  to  impress,  observing  carefully 
the  requirements  of  the  law'. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  229.  i  Richmond,  Va.,  September  26,  1863. 

4.  4:  4:  4c  4s  :t:  4= 

VII.  Major-General  Whiting  is  assigned  to  the  separate  command 
of  the  Cape  Fear  District,  and  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  Wil- 
mington, N.  C.     He  will  make  his  reports  directly  to  this  office. 
*  ****** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond, 
September  26,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

You  will  have  the  separate  command  of  the  Cape  Fear  District 
for  the  defense  of  Wilmington,  and  will  make  your  reports  directly 
to  this  office,  as  heretofore.  Major-General  Ransom  is  on  duty  in 
Southwestern  Virginia  and  cannot  be  spared. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond, 
September  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 
Major-General  Whiting  has  been  assigned  to  the  separate  com- 
mand of  the  Cape  Fear  District,  and  will  make  his  reports  directly 
to  this  office.     In  case  of  emergency,  you  will  afford  him  such  aid  of 
troops  as  the  circumstances  of  your  command  will  permit. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-House, 

September  27,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Mr.  President:  The  enemy  has  made  no  serious  advance  yet.  All 
his  preparations  indicate  that  intention.  The  troops  in  his  rear  have 
been  closed  up  on  the  Rapidan.  General  King's  division,  which  has 
been  stationed  for  some  time  at  Centreville  watching  the  passes 
through  the  Bull  Run  Mountains,  has  been  brought  forward  to  Cul- 
peper.    Our  scouts  also  report  that  the  troops  from  about  Washing- 
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ton,  under  General  Heintzelraan,  have  joined  General  Meade.  The 
report  that  the  former  officer  had  taken  command  at  Harper's  Ferry 
I  find  is  not  correct.  He  visited  that  post,  and  inspected  the  troops 
along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  probably  with  a 
view  to  withdrawing  all  that  could  be  spared,  which  gave  rise  to  the 
report.  The  pontoon  trains  have  again  been  brought  up  from  Cen- 
treville,  and  a  Confederate  soldier  that  escaped  from  Point  Look- 
out and  crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  9th  instant,  brings  the  report  that 
some  of  the  troops  lately  landed  at  Alexandria  came  from  Washing- 
ton,  [N.  C.,]  and  Charleston. 

Every  effort  seems  to  be  making  to  collect  a  large  army  under 
General  Meade,  and  I  fear,  as  usual,  he  will  come  in  overwhelming 
numbers.  I  have  brought  Cooke's  brigade  to  Gordonsville,  to  have 
him  as  near  as  possible,  while  retaining  him  on  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  The  North  Carolina  companies  of  Pettigrew's  and  Daniel's 
brigades  left  last  spring  in  Richmond,  which  I  have  several  times 
requested  might  be  returned  to  their  regiments,  have  not  yet  been 
sent  to  me.  I  know  of  no  other  troops  that  I  could  get,  unless 
Corse's  brigade  could  be  withdrawn  from  General  Sam.  Jones.  The 
enemy  will  now  send  from  East  Tennessee  to  General  Rosecrans 
all  the  regular  troops  in  that  quarter,  and  if  General  Sam.  Jones 
could  re-occupy  Knoxville  he  could  materially  assist  General  Bragg. 
If  he  cannot,  the  troops  with  him  will  be  in  a  measure  idle.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  your  excellency  for  the  information  contained  in 
your  dispatch  of  last  evening  in  reference  to  Generals  Hood  and 
Wofford.     It  has  given  me  great  relief. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  EEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Zollicoffer : 
Have  sent  orders  to  Pegram  as  directed.     General  Lee  writes  he 
expects  enemy  to  move  on  him  immediately,  with  all  the  force  he 
can  get.     Needs  all  his  troops. 

If  you  can  strike  the  enemy  a  damaging  blow,  do  so  immediately. 
If  his  troops  be  kept  idle  he  needs  them  badly. 

Send  him  all  you  can.  Refers  especially  to  Corse's  brigade.  Head- 
quarters not  given.  On  the  24th,  Bragg  reports  he  has  7,000  prison- 
ers, 36  cannon,  and  15,000  small-arms.  I  think  the  enemy  still  at 
Chattanooga.     Bragg  in  their  immediate  front. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-House, 

September  28,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Mr.  President:  A  report  was  sent  to  me  yesterday  from  Shenan- 
doah Valley  which,  if  true,  furnishes  additional  reason  for  prompt 
48  R  R— VOL  XXIX,   pt  II 
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action  on  the  part  of  General  Bragg.  It  is  stated  that  Generals  Slo- 
cum  and  Howard's  corps,  under  General  Hooker,  are  to  re-enforce 
General  Rosecrans.  They  were  to  move  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  and  to  commence  on  the  night  of  the  25th. 

I  see  by  the  Washington  Chronicle  of  the  3oth,  that  on  the  24tli 
the  Twelfth  Corps,  which  is  the  one  commanded  by  General  Slocum, 
was  reviewed  by  Sir  Henry  Holland  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Townsend.  A  review  of  a  corps  was  noticed  on  that  day  by 
our  lookouts,  and  the  disappearance  of  a  large  encampment  east 
of  Culpeper  Court-House  and  some  changes  in  those  west  of  that 
place  were  reported.  The  Eleventh  Corps,  Howard's,  has  been  sta- 
tioned along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  its  withdrawal,  though  it  may  have  been  replaced  by  other 
troops  from  the  rear.  By  last  accounts,  the  railroad  was  still  closely 
guarded. 

If  the  report  from  the  valley  is  true,  it  will  no  doubt  be  corrobo- 
rated to-day  or  to-morrow.  I  sent  yesterday  to  General  Imboden  and 
Major  Gilmor,  in  the  valley,  to  endeavor  to  break  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  But  it  has  occurred  to  me,  if  the  withdrawal  of  these 
two  corps  under  General  Hooker  is  true,  that  they  may  be  intended  to 
operate  on  the  Peninsula  as  a  diversion  to  Meade's  advance.  I  tliere- 
f  ore  request  that  reliable  scouts  be  sent  to  the  Peninsula  to  ascertain 
if  any  troops  are  arriving  there. 

A  person  from  Washington  City  reports  that  there  are  no  troops 
now  in  that  place  or  Alexandria,  and  that  22,000  men  have  recently 
been  brought  over  the  Washington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  for 
Meade's  army. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Orange  Court-House,  Sejdeniber  28,  18G3. 

General  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding  at  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Slociim's  and  Howard's 
Corps,  Twelfth  and  Eleventh,  under  General  Hooker,  are  to  re-enforce 
General  Rosecrans,  and  that  the  movement  of  those  corps  was  to 
have  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  35th.  The  disappearance  of 
a  large  encampment  east  of  Culpeper  Court-House  and  some  change 
of  camps  west  of  that  place  were  reported  to  me  on  the  25tli,  Avhich 
would  give  some  corroboration  to  the  report.  But  if  true,  I  shall  no 
doubt  ascertain  in  a  day  or  two.  It  was  said  that  these  troops  were 
to  have  been  moved  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  but  it  has 
occurred  to  me,  coupling  the  report  with  what  has  been  previously 
stated  in  the  Washington  papers  in  reference  to  General  Hooker, 
that  these  corps  may  be  intended  for  .operations  on  the  Peninsula 
or  south  of  the  James  River,  as  a  diversion  for  General  Meade's 
advance.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  send  bold  and  reliable 
scouts  to  ascertain  if  any  troops  are  arriving  in  those  quarters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  28,  1863. 
J.  M.  McCuE,  Esq.,  House  of  Delegates,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  service  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  partisan  corps  or  augment  those  already  in 
existence.  Much  inconvenience  has  already  been  experienced  from 
these  organizations,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  do  not  accomplish 
as  much  as  the  same  number  of  men  in  the  regular  service.  For  this 
reason,  I  cannot  advise  the  increase  of  Captain  McNeill's  company, 
although  I  consider  him  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  and  his  com- 
pany has  done  as  good  service  as  any  other  of  the  same  kind.  I 
would  be  very  glad  if  Captain  McNeill  could  increase  his  command 
to  a  battalion  or  a  regiment  for  regular  service,  and  in  that  event 
would  recommend  his  being  detached  from  the  regiment  to  which  he 
now  belongs.  But  I  do  not  think  that  in  any  case  it  would  be  prac- 
ticable or  judicious  to  give  him  the  independent  command  of  which 
you  speak.  It  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  act  under  the  orders 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  department  in  which  he  -serves,  in 
order  to  secure  that  prompt  and  ready  co-operation  of  all  the  troops 
which  is  indispensable  to  success.  To  do  otherwise  would  be  to 
place  two  officers  in  command  in  the  same  district  and  divide  the 
forces  required  for  its  defense.  * 

The  policy  which  our  necessities  and  the  experience  of  the  war 
have  taught  is  the  reverse  of  this,  and  nothing  should  be  done 
which  may  interfere  with  the  concentration  of  our  forces. 

I  inclose  the  petition*  to  the  President  contained  in  your  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  E.    J-irjPi. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cape  Fear, 

WiVniington,  September  28,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

Sir  .•  I  wish  you  would  cause,  if  possible,  one  regiment  at  least  to 
be  sent  here.  I  have,  as  you  know,  but  one  in  the  whole  district  of 
infantry,  and  have  not  now  the  power  to  transfer  at  a  moment's 
warning  as  heretofore.  I  had  intended  previous  to  the  change  of 
command  to  make  the  transfer.  This  is  an  important  matter  and 
I  beg  your  attention  to  it. 

The  defense  of  Wilmington  is  now  a  separate  command,  includ- 
ing the  District  of  Cape  Fear,  this  much  reducing  the  responsibility 
of  the  department  commander,  and  I  should  think,  the  defense  of 
Weldon  being  very  properly  conducted  from  Petersburg,  so  much 
nearer  than  Wilmington,  that  one  regiment  at  least  could  be  sent  to 
me.     I  have  not  troops  enough  for  garrison  duty. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cape  Fear, 

Wilmington,  September  38,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Vance,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  consideration  of  the  increasing 
importance  of  this  place,  and  that  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  com- 

*  Not  found, 
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mand  is  constantly  required  here,  the  War  Department  has  consti- 
tuted the  defense  of  Wilmington  and  the  District  of  the  Cape  Feai- 
a  separate  command  assigned  to  me.  Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 
headquarters  at  Petersburg,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  re- 
mainder of  North  Carolina. 
I  write  you  this  for  your  information. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-Housb, 

September  29,  18C3. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  not  yet  ascertained,  with  certainty,  the 
correctness  of  the  report  that  re-enforcements  were  being  sent  from 
General  Meade's  army  to  General  Rosecrans.  The  report  has  been 
repeated  from  the  valley  without  giving  the  circumstances  on  which 
it  was  based.  On  the  other  hand,  scouts  north  of  the  Rappahannock 
state  re-enforcements  as  coming  to  General  Meade.  Those  on  the 
Potomac  report  a  large  steamer  laden  with  troops  as  having  passed 
up  the  river  on  the  21st,  one  on  the  22d,  one  on  the  23d,  and  two  on 
the  25th.  These  may  have  been  conscripts.  If  it  is  true  that  re-en- 
forcements are  being  sent  from  General  Meade  to  General  Rosecrans, 
it  shows  that  the  enemy  is  not  as  strong  as  he  asserts.  General  Sam. 
Jones  reports  that  Burnside  has  carried  nearly  all  his  troops  to 
re-enforce  Rosecrans,  leaving  only  a  brigade  or  two  of  mounted  men 
between  him  and  Knoxville. "  It  would  seem  probable,  from  state- 
ments of  their  prisoners,  that  Grant  was  also  re-enforcing  Rosecrans. 
If  this  latter  is  true,  General  Johnston  should  be  moving  either  to 
Bragg  or  to  General  Rosecrans'  lines. 

I  have  informed  General  Sam.  Jones  that  if  he  can  advance  and 
operate  advantageously,  to  retain  Corse;  if  not,  to  return  him. 

General  Imboden  reports  that  400  of  his  cavalry  returned  yester- 
day from  an  expedition  north  of  Winchester.  They  report  the  rail- 
road too  strongly  guarded  to  attack.  He  reports  every  bridge  in 
Hampshire  with  a  stronger  guard  than  he  can  attack  successfully. 
I  have  repeated  my  orders  to  endeavor  to  break  it  at  some  vulnerable 
point. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  September  29,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  has  just  been  received.  I  am 
aware  of  the  difl&culties  attaching  to  your  position  and  fully  appre- 
ciate them.  But  though  you  are  baaly  off  in  some  respects,  others 
are  in  a  vet  worse  strait.  At  Saltville  there  are  only  a  few  detach- 
ments ol  volunteers.  The  rest  of  the  garrison  is  composed  mainly 
of  local  troops,  with  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  at  Glade 
Spring  in  supporting  distance, 
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Colonel  McCausland  lias  therefore  to  guard  the  advances  through 
Tazewell  and  Rocky  Gap.  It  will  certainly  take  the  regiment  of 
cavalry  and  the  regiment  of  infantry  with  him  to  do  that,  for  he  has 
no  other  troops. 

To  resist  an  advance  upon  Lewishiirg,  you  could  concentrate  all 
of  Colonel  Jackson's  command.  Colonel  Ferguson's  three  regiments, 
Dunn's  battalion,  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  and  certainly  one 
infantry  battalion.  Indeed,  you  would  in  no  event  be  weakened  by 
the  major-general's  order  of  the  26th  instant,  for,  by  placing  the  bat- 
talion as  directed  on  that  day,  if  your  cavalry  is  vigilant  the  battal- 
ion could  reach  you  before  you  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force. 

I  do  not  think  the  enemy  is  likely  to  move  from  the  Kanawha  on 
you,  when  he  can  strike  Colonel  McCausland,  who  would  have  to 
meet  him  with  only  about  1,000  men,  with  about  as  much  ease. 

The  cavalry  force  at  Beverly  seems  to  me  to  be  the  one  against 
which  you  have  to  guard  most  carefully,  and  against  that  force  you 
could  concentrate  the  troops  of  Jackson  and  Ferguson,  and  I  think 
the  battalion  of  infantry  in  question.  I  do  not,  therefore,  feel  that 
I  could  change  the  disposition  of  this  battalion,  approved  by  the 
commanding  general,  without  his  order.  Please,  therefore,  station 
it  as  requested  in  my  letter  of  the  26th,  and  let  me  know  where  it  is 
stationed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  that  I  may  inform  Colonel 
McCausland  on  the  subject. 

I  have  this  morning  sent  both  of  your  letters  to  the  commanding 
general,  requesting  his  particular  attention  to  them.  I  will  commu- 
nicate with  you  immediately  if  he  makes  any  change.  I  asked  his 
special  attention  to  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  forage,  &c. 

So  soon  as  Major-General  Ransom  reports  for  duty,  I  think  he  will 
be  jjut  in  command  in  East  Tennessee,  when  General  Jones  will  re- 
turn to  this  end  of  his  line,  at  least  for  a  few  days.  I  expect,  there- 
fore, that  he  will  very  shortly  be  with  you. 

I  presume  the  major-general  commanding  was  not  aware  that 
Davidson's  battery  was  attached  to  Jenkins'  brigade.  I  had  forgot- 
ten it  myself,  the  battery  having  joined  General  Jenkins  after  he  left 
this  department.  As  the  rest  of  his  brigade  has  been  ordered  away, 
I  presume  Colonel  Ferguson  will  bring  that  battery  with  him.  So 
soon  as  he  reports  I  will  issue  an  order  to  that  effect,  if  he  has  not 
anticipated  it. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S.— My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a  report  was 
received  from  Colonel  Ferguson  during  my  absence  in  which  Captain 
Davidson's  battery  is  mentioned.  I  see  he  has  only  two  guns  in  the 
field,  the  rest  being  without  horses. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-House, 

September  30,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,   Va.: 
Mr.  President:  Reports  are  coming  in  corroborating  the  state- 
ment that  two  corps.  Eleventh  and  Twelfth,  of  General  Meade's  army, 
will  proceed  to  General  Rosecrans.     A  scout,  in  whom  I  have  not 
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entire  confidence,  sends  me  information  to  that  effect  from  Wash- 
ington City,  under  date  of  26th  of  September,  and  adds  that  General 
Meade's  army  will  be  transferred  to  the  Peninsula.  The  latter  I  do 
not  believe.  Another  scout  in  Prince  William  County,  under  date 
of  37th,  states  that  it  is  currently  reported  "that  one  division  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps,  and  First  and  Third  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  have 
passed  through  Alexandria  to  re-enforce  Rosecrans."  None  of  the 
scouts  have  yet  seen  the  troops  in  motion,  nor  can  any  material  change 
be  observed  in  their  camps  in  our  front.  If  sent,  their  most  probable 
route  would  be  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Tennessee  to  Clarksburg, 
and  thence  by  rail  to  Stevenson.  It  would  be  well  to  advise  General 
Bragg  that  his  cavalry,  if  possible,  might  break  the  line. 

No  indications  this  morning  of  a  movement  on  the  part  of  General 
Meade.  His  army  occuijies  the  ridge  north  of  Culpeper  Court-House, 
extending  some  miles  east  and  west.  His  cavalry  massed  in  front  of 
his  right  and  our  left.  His  position  answers  as  well  for  defense  as 
attack.  General  Jones  writes  that  he  does  not  believe  there  is  any 
enemy  between  him  and  Knoxville.  I  presume  he  does  not  intend 
to  advance,  as  he  says  he  has  ordered  back  Corse's  brigade. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 


Headquaeters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

September  30,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army: 

General:  I  send  by  courier  to-day  thirty-two  packages  and  letters 
sent  over  by  flag  of  truce,  inclosing  effects  found  on  persons  of  de- 
ceased Confederate  soldiers.  I  have  advised  company  and  regimental 
commanders,  requesting  them  to  send  in  the  addresses  of  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased  in  order  that  their  effects  may  be  forwarded 
to  them.  So  soon  as  received  they  will  be  forwarded.  As  the 
amount  of  money  inclosed  is  considerable,  I  have  considered  it  best 
to  send  it  where  it  can  be  properly  cared  for  until  known  to  whom 
it  may  be  sent. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  H.  CHILTON. 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Signal  Office, 
Richmond,  September  30,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of,  dispatch  just  received  at 
this  office,  from  Washington,  from  a  source  which  may  be  considered 
reliable. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  NORRIS, 
Major,  and.  Chief  of  Sigtial  Corps. 
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[Indosure.l 

September  25,  1863. 

The  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  30,000  strong,  is  at  Alexandria;  is  to 
be  forwarded  at  once  to  the  relief  of  Rosecrans.  General  Meade,  if 
circumstances  demand  it,  will  fall  back  on  Washington. 

The  President  has  telegraphed  railroad  presidents  to  meet  here, 
and  it  is  said  they  are  already  here.  The  troops  are  to  be  hnrried 
through  on  shortest  time.  There  is  immense  trepidation  here  with 
the  "powers  that  be,"  in  regard  to  Rosecrans.  General  Meade  is 
already,  it  is  said,  at  Warrenton.     (Evening.) 

Recent  information  shows  that  two  of  Meade's  army  corps  are  on 
the  move;  large  numbers  of  troops  are  at  the  cars,  now  loaded  with 
cannon. 

There  is  no  doiibt  as  to  the  destination  of  these  troops — part  for 
Rosecrans,  and  perhaps  for  Burnside.  Eleventh  Army  Corps  com- 
manded by  General  Howard  (the  Dutch  corps). 

A.  HOWELL. 

September  37. 
It  is  reported  that  Joe  Hooker  is  in  command  of  these  troops,  and 
their  destination  is  the  White  House. 
The  troops  are  at  the  Relay  House  this  evening. 


Headquarters  Early's  Division, 

September  30,  1863. 
Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Colonel  :  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general 
to  the  embarrassments  under  which  regimental  officers,  especially 
company  officers,  labor  in  regard  to  their  subsistence  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  No  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  have  been 
furnished  for  several  months,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  reg- 
ular estimates  have  been  sent  in,  and  the  consequence  is  that  officers 
cannot  be  paid,  and  as  the  regulations  of  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment require  sales  to  officers  to  be  made  for  cash,  officers  who  are 
dependent  on  their  pay,  as  is  the  case  with  a  vast  majority  of  them, 
are  without  the  means  of  subsistence.  They  cannot  buy  from  citi- 
zens or  the  commissaries  without  money,  and  the  only  resource  they 
have  left  is  to  share  the  rations  of  the  men. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  commissaries  be  authorized  to 
sell  to  officers  provisions  without  requiring  cash  payments,  tickets 
being  given  to  show  the  amount  of  purchases,  which  could  be  turned 
over  to  the  regimental  quartermaster,  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay 
of  the  officer  giving  them.  A  system  of  this  sort,  properly  regu- 
lated, would  be  a  convenience  to  all  parties,  and  would  serve  to 
diminish  the  volume  of  the  currency  to  the  extent  of  purchases 
made  by  officers,  as  money  would  not  be  required  for  that  purpose. 
Fraud  upon  the  Government  coidd  be  prevented  by  rendering  any 
payment  to  an  officer,  except  by  his  proper  quartermaster,  invalid, 
which  would  also  curtail  the  cases  of  absence  without  leave. 

These  suggestions,  if  deemed  of  any  value,  can  be  submitted  to 
the  War  Department,  but  the  present  necessities  of  the  officers  must 
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be  relieved  iii  some  way,  or  they  must  starve,  or  live  entirely  upon 
the  rations  furnished  for  the  men,  which  is  not  calculated  to  enhance 
their  authority  or  respectability.  A  vast  number  of  my  officers 
are  in  this  condition,  and  I  must  urge  immediate  attention  to  the 
matter. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  1,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  recommend  that  brigade  commissaries  of  subsistence  be  author- 
ized to  receive  officers'  pay  accounts  in  payment  for  subsistence 
stores,  to  be  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster,  so  as 
to  prevent  fraud,  and  to  be  returned  by  the  Commissary  of  Subsist- 
ence to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  payment,  when  it  has 
funds.  This  plan  has  this  advantage  over  that  proposed  by  General 
Early,  that  it  can  go  into  operation  at  once.  Either  this  should  he 
done  or  the  Commissary  of  Subsistence  should  be  directed  to  sell  on 
credit  or  to  issue  rations  to  the  officers,  who  are  in  some '  cases  (not 
in  Early's  division)  reduced  to  living  on  the  rations  issued  to  their 
men.  I  would  also  approve  the  recommendation  of  General  Early, 
that  officers  should  only  be  paid  by  the  quartermasters  of  their  own 
commands,  with  this  addition,  that  whenever  an  officer  absent  from 
his  command  applies  for  payment,  he  be  required  to  append  to  his 
pay  account  a  copy  of  the  order  authorizing  such  absence. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  4,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  and  the  suggestions  of  General  Ewell 
recommended. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

October  7,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary -General. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  9,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
The  difficulties  within  alleged  were  long  since  anticipated,  and,  it 
is  believed,  are  fully  provided  for  by  the  provisions  of  the  inclosed 
circular. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-  General. 

[Indosure.J 

Circular.]  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  17,  1862. 
No  subsistence  stores  will  be  sold  to  officers'  families.     When  an 
officer  has  his  family  with  him,  where  he  is  stationed  on  duty,  he 
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may  draw  a  limited  amount  of  such  stores  on  his  certificate  on 
honor  that  tlie  stores  are  exclusively  for  himself  and  his  family. 
He  must  pay  cash,  or  deposit  a  pay  account  with  the  commissary, 
on  which  he  may  draw.  Under  no  other  circumstances  whatever 
will  commissaries  be  permitted  to  issue  stores  to  officers,  and  then 
only  such  articles  as  are  a  part  of  the  ration  regularly  issued  to  sol- 
diers at  the  time. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-  General. 
Approved : 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  September  30,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 
Sir  :  I  inclose  you  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  General 
Clingman,  in  Charleston.  I  beg  you  will  read  it  to  the  President. 
It  tends  to  confirm  anticipations  I  have  long  had.  Troops  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  here  ;  I  nave  but  600  men  that  I  can  move.  It  is 
time  that  some  were  being  collected. 

The  whole  plan  of  defense  here  depends  upon  the  presence  of  force, 
as  often  demonstrated,  and  I  fear,  unless  that  is  supplied,  a  great  and 
irremediable  disaster. 

Very  respectfullv, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Sullivan's  Island, 

Sejjtember  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  G.  Whiting  : 

General  :  I  have  learned  that  General  Ripley,  on  examination 
yesterday  from  Fort  Sumter  of  the  enemy's  works  (I  have  not  myself 
been  in  Sumter  for  some  weeks),  has  become  satisfied  from  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy's  guns,  being  protected  by  high  traverses  against 
the  fire  of  this  island,  and  being  directed  toward  the  inner  harbor 
chiefly,  that  they  will  not  attack  us  on  Sullivan's  Island  at  all.  He 
also  says  that  the  guns  in  Wagner  are  chiefly  directed  seaward,  as  if 
to  guard  against  an  attack  from  the  sea.  It  is  his  impression  also 
that,  when  their  batteries  are  completed,  they  will  probably  send  off 
their  monitors  and  retain  only  the  Ironsides  and  some  wooden  vessels. 

I  think  it  probable,  from  the  news  of  this  morning  from  the  North, 
that  they  will  mostly  direct  the  fire  of  their  guns  on  the  city  to  de- 
stroy it.  I  should  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  if  the  monitors  should 
go  up  to  give  you  some  trouble  at  Wilmington,  The  number  of  ves- 
sels that  are  running  the  blockade  there,  and  other  things,  will  make 
them  very  anxious  to  interfere  there.  If  they  do  not  design  an  im- 
mediate attack  here,  they  may  also  send  a  part  of  their  land  forces 
up  to  endeavor  to  close  that  harbor.  I  make  these  suggestions  be- 
cause I  know  your  force  is  small. 

I  see  from  the  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  Radcliffe's 
application  for  his  companies,  that  he  thinks  it  was  dangerous  for 
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you  to  send  my  brigade  here.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
I  am  well  situated  here,  being  in  command  of  this  sub-division,  as  I 
have  been  for  some  weeks,  on  the  most  exposed  point,  and  with  twelve 
infantry  regiments  under  my  command,  besides  the  large  artillery 
force  in  the  heavy  batteries,  as  well  as  light  artillery  and  cavalry. 
As  this  island  is  considered  a  very  dangerous  place  I  do  not  think 
any  of  the  other  generals  here  covet  it,  and  I  can  probably  remain 
here  indefinitely. 

If,  however,  I  cannot  be  actively  engaged  here,  if  the  enemy  attack 
Wilmington  I  should  be  willing  to  go  there,  and  think  my  obser- 
vations of  affairs  here  has  been  of  service  to  me  and  that  I  could  do 
better  now  than  before  I  went  into  a  fight  of  batteries  against  iron- 
clads. 

In  haste,  yours,  truly,  &c., 

T.  L.  CLINGMAN, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 

[Indorsements.! 

Returned  to  Secretary  of  War. 

In  addition  to  arrangements  made  to  concentrate  General  Martin's 
brigade  at  Wilmington,  it  will  be  well  to  give  contingent  instruc- 
tions so  that  if  required,  Clingman's  brigade  might  be  promptly 
returned  to  Wilmington. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[General  Beauregard  :] 

From  information  received  by  General  Whiting,  as  well  as  from 
general  inference  of  what  may  be  the  policy  of  the  enemy,  that  vigi- 
lant commander  is  apprehensive  that  a  portion  of  the  forces  now  as- 
sailing Charleston  may  be  suddenly  diverted  and  thrown  in  attack 
on  Wilmington.  He  dreads  an  attack  even  by  the  iron-clads  from 
sea,  much  less  than  a  descent  in  force  on  some  exposed  point  on 
the  coast,  and  an  attack  in  reverse. 

These  apprehensions,  it  is  hoped,  may  prove  unfounded ;  but  as 
the  enemy  may  well  despair  of  triumphing  in  a  land  attack  on  your 
strong  defenses,  it  may  be  that  he  will  seek  to  cover  his  failure  by  an 
attempt  at  a  couj)  de  main  elsewhere.  It  behooves,  therefore,  the 
Department  that  such  arrangements  as  circumstances  allow  should 
be  adopted  to  guard  against  the.  contingency  of  an  attack  on  Wil- 
mington. General  Whiting  has,  therefore,  been  provided  with  Mar- 
tin's brigade,  and  in  addition  has  been  instructed,  in  the  event  of  cer- 
tain intelligence  being  received  of  any  contemplated  land  attack  on 
him,  to  call  on  you  for  the  prompt  return  of  Clingman's  brigade  to 
him.  I  have  to  request  that,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable  without 
disturbing  your  plans  of  defense,  you  hold  Clingman's  brigade  so 
prepared  that  on  such  call  it  may  be  thrown  rapidly  to  Wilmington, 
and!^  that,  in  the  event  of  General  Whiting  making  the  requisition, 
it  may  be  sent  to  his  re-enforcement  without  delay.  He  will  be 
cautioned  not  to  make  the  demand  unless  satisfied  that  the  enemy's 
land  forces  are  being  withdrawn  from  before  Charleston  for  attack 
on  him. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON.] 

Write,  informing  General  Whiting  of  the  above  instructions  to 
General  Beauregard,  and  authorize  him,  on  certain  intelligence  that 
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the  enemy  are  preparing  to  attack  him  by  land  with  forces  drawn  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  Charleston,  to  make  requisition  for  the  return 
of  Clingman's  brigade. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON.] 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  September  30,  1863. 
Colonel  GoRGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond  : 
Colonel:  Captain  Porter,  of  the  Phantom,  goes  on  to  Richmond 
this  evening  to  make  his  report  to  you.     I  beg  that  you  will  not  con- 
sider the  loss  of  the  ship  as  his  fault.     From  all  I  can  learn,  the 
accident  has  been  unavoidable,  and  due  to  no  mismanagement. 

Captain  Porter  has,  with  great  gallantry  and  much  personal  ex- 
posure, directed  successfully  the  troops  and  his  crew  in  saving  the 
cargo,  under  a  daily  and  heavy  fire,  and  in  this  he  deserves  in  every 
way  the  consideration  and  commendation  of  the  Department. 

The  loss  of  the  vessel  is  what  may  happen  to  any  commander.  The 
course  he  has  pursued  since  belongs  to  himself,  and  I  hope  that  he 
will  be  continiied  in  serAace  for  the  good  of  our  cause. 

Backed  by  our  brave  soldiers,  I  think  that  the  saving  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Phantom  is  due  to  the  personal  skill  and  gallantry  of  Captain 
Porter. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General.. 

Pnclosure.] 

Agency  of  War  Department, 

Wilmington,  September  30,  1863. 

Col.   J.   GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond: 
Colonel  :  I  have  refrained  from  alluding,  excepting  briefly,  to  the 
loss  of  the  Phantom,  as  Captain  Porter  could  make  his  own  report, 
and  I  did  not  desire  to  anticipate  any  statements  which  would  appear 
from  him.  But  Captain  Porter's  attention  to  duty,  his  earnestness 
in  its  discharge,  his  acknowledged  capacity,  and  the  coolness  and 
gallantry  he  has  exhibited  in  saving  the  cargo  of  the  Phantom,  en- 
title him  to  every  consideration,  and  I  trust  he  will  be  continued  in 
a  service  for  which  he  has  sacrificed  great  inducements  and  for 
which  he  is  peculiarly  fitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SEIXAS, 
Agent  of  War  Department. 

[Indorsement.] 

October  5,  1803. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  notice  and  re- 
turn. 

I  am  satisfied  that  Captain  Porter  is  an  efficient  and  brave  officer, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  recommend  him  for  the  command  of  any  new 
steamer  purchased. 
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In  the  meantime,  he  is  still  retained  in  service,  securing  stores  and 
machinery  of  steamer  Phantom. 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Carter's  Depot,  Tenn.,  September  30,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis,  Richmond: 

I  have  ordered  General  Ransom  forward  with  a  sufficient  force,  I 
think,  to  drive  the  enemy's  rear  guard  beyond  Greenville,  and  if 
practicable  beyond  Bull's  Gap.  I  shall  return  to  Dublin,  as  ac- 
counts I  have  from  the  Kanawiia  I  think  make  it  desirable.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  General  Bragg. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  eommnnding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters  

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell). . 
Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) 

Cooke's  brigade 

Cavalry  Corps  (Stuart)  a 

Artillery  (Pendleton)  b 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


£ 
o 


12 

1,599 

1,224 

150 

490 

225 


3,700 


16,638 
15,073 
2,150 
6,744 
3,762 


44,367 


I 


16,638 
15,068 
2,150 
6,744 
3,762 


44,362 


6c 


12 
20,974 
18,814 
2,605 
8,876 
4,440 


55,221 


arc) 
V  a 


13 
39,190 
31,926 
3,260 

14,797 
5,978 


95,164 


4 
16 
154 


174 


a  Baker's  brigade  of  Hampton's  division  not  reported.    Of  the  effective  total,  904  men  are  rejrorted 
as  dismounted. 
6  Haskell's  battaUon  not  reported. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  September  30,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

t 

i 

c 

E 

t 

Ul 

< 

i 

Command. 

1 

o 

a 

11 

110 
88 
11 
20 
17 
78 

11 

1,719 

1,402 

331 

405 

453 

1,879 

11 

3,256 

3,224 

574 

505 

498 

2,179 

i,238 

1,080 

259 

262 

250 

1,493 

1,238 

1,074 

284 

327 

376 

1,630 

10 

Terry's  command/) 

40th  Virginia  Oavalrv  Battalion     

Chaffin's  Bluff                

18 

Drewrv''s  Bluif                     

12 

Total                          

3*5 

4,582 

4,928 

6,200 

10,247 

40 

o  Hunton's  brigade  and  attached  cavalry  and  artillery,  at  Chaffln's  Farm.    See  p.  765. 
h  Kemper's  brigade  and  attached  artillery,  at  Hanover  Junction.    Pieces  of  artillery  not  reported. 
See  p.  766. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  Pickett's  division,  Maj.  Oen.  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1863 ;  headquarters  Peters- 
burg, Va. 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 

1 

Command. 

o 

1 

d 

1 

as 

<u  a 
->1 

rielil  and  staff 

9 

67 
86 
180 
8? 
19 

9 
1,431 
1,319 
1,5!IB 
1,268 
396 

9 

Armistead 's  brigade 

1,116 
999 

1,342 
962 
345 

1,116 
999 

1,342 
962 
.345 

3,123 
3,114 
2  334 

Corse's  brigaae 

2,«82 
527 

Dearing's  artdleiy  battalion  c 

Total 

;388 

4,764 

4,764 

6,022 

11,989 

a  Detached  at  Hanover  Junction.    See  Terry's  command,  Department  of  Kichmond,  p.  764. 
b  Detached  at  Chaffln's  Farm.    See  Department  of  Richmond,  p.  764. 
c  Three  batteries,  18  ^ns. 


Almfract  from  return  of  the  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H. 
C.   Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  September  30,  1868. 


Present  for 
duty. 

i 

1 

Jl 

1 

03 

2 

Command. 

i 

1 

0) 

s 

9 
62 
17 
19 

82 

34 

770 

311 

399 

1,795 

34 

793 

345 

413 

2,281 

51 

964 

413 

458 

2,741 

58 

1,140 

544 

617 

3,549 

Light  artillery 

23 

Total 

189 

3,309 

.S,866 

4,627 

5,908 

23 

a  Including  the  signal  corps. 


Troops  in  the  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Sejdemher  30,  1863. 
Infantry.  Cavalry. 


42d    North  Carolina  (two  companies). 
50th  North    Carohna,    Col.     James    A. 

Washington. 
61st  North  Carolina  (three  companies). 

Light  Artillery. 

3d    North  Carolina  Battalion ,  Maj .  John 

W.  Moore. 
18t]i  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Battery 

D,  Capt.  Z.  T.  Adams. 
Staunton  Hill  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 

A.  B.  Paris. 


7th  Confederate  (three  companies). 
5th  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
5th  South  Carolina  (three  companies). 

Heavy  Artillery.* 

Fort  Anderson,  Maj.  John  J.  Hedrick. 
Fort  Caswell,  Col.  t.  M.  Jones. 
Fort  Fisher,  Col.  Wilham  Lamb. 
Fort  Pender,  Maj.  John  J.  Hedrick. 
Wilmington,  Col.   George  A.  Cunning- 
ham. 


Troops  not  indicated  on  originalf 
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Camp  at  Oeange  Court-House, 

October  1,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Mr.  President  :  From  the  additional  evidence  received  since  my 
letter  of  yesterday,  I  consider  it  certain  that  two  corps  have  been 
withdrawn  from  General  Meade's  army  to  re-enforce  General  Rose- 
crans.  One  of  the  scouts  saw  General  Howard  take  the  cars  at 
Catlett's  Station,  where  his  headquarters  had  been  ostablislied,  and 
saw  other  troops  marching  toward  Manassas,  which  he  believes  to 
have  been  the  Twelfth  Corps.  Transportation  on  the  railroad  was 
interrupted  all  last  Saturday,  which  may  have  been  owing  to  the 
operations  of  Mosby  or  White,  to  whom  I  had  sent  instructions  to 
that  .effect. 

Everything  that  can  be  done  to  strengthen  Bragg  ought  now  to 
be  done,  and  if  he  cannot  draw  Rosecrans  out  in  any  other  way,  it 
might  be  accomplished  by  operating  against  his  re-enforcements  on 
their  line  of  travel.  If  he  found  they  could  not  reach  him,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  go  to  them. 

I  send  this  morning  Major  Clarke,  of  the  Engineers,  to  General 
Longstreet,  to  whom  I  think  he  may  be  useful.  I  part  with  him 
with  reluctance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.   IjEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  October  1,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Biclimond: 
Sir  :  I  think  it  is  quite  time  to  collect  troops  for  this  place.  I  am 
convinced  that  very  shortly  a  large  part  of  the  force  now  engaged 
against  Charleston  will  be  diverted  here.  The  character  of  their 
operations  leads  me  to  this  opinion,  especially  their  works  on  Morris 
Island. 

While  they  have  long-range  guns,  these  are  mounted  against  the 
city  alone,  and  not  against  Sullivan's  Island. 

The  defenses  of  Fort  Wagner  are  chiefly  in  the  channel,  which 
indicates  the  probable  absence  of  their  own  iron-clads  and  appre- 
hension from  ours.  By  rendering  Morris  Island  very  strong  tliey 
seal  up  Charleston  Harbor,  and  can  hold  their  position  with  com- 
paratively small  force,  while  the  rest  can  attempt  the  same  thing 
here.  If  they  make  a  lodgment  they  will  do  it.  If  successful  in 
closing  these  two  ports  they  inflict  a  heavier  blow  than  the  capture 
of  either,  and  they  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  operations  at  will, 
to  the  final  reduction  of  both.  When  it  is  considered  that  I  have 
but  500  men  to  prevent  their  occupation  of  any  place  they  see  fit  to 
take,  I  hope  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  forward  a  force  at 
once;  otherwise  I  am  greatly  apprehensive  of  disaster  without 
remedy.  I  cannot  answer  for  the  safety  of  this  place  in  its  present 
condition. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-Oenerdl'. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  "War  : 

As  the  division  of  General  Pickett  is  reunited  and  filled  up,  so 
will  the  power  increase  to  extend  on  the  line  of  railroad,  and  by 
moving  General  Ransom's  brigade  to  the  south,  the  brigade  of 
General  Martin  may  be  concentrated  at  Wilmington. 

J.  D.     [DAVIS.] 


Richmond,  Va., 

October  2,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  senators  and  delegates  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  from  Central,  Western,  and  South-western 
Virginia,  deeply  impressed  with  the  great  importance  (not  only  to 
our  immediate  section,  but  to  the  entire  Confederacy)  of  having  in 
command  in  that  district  one  who  combines  all  the  elements  essen- 
tial to  success,  do  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  the 
removal  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  now  in  command,  and  that  your 
excellency  assign  to  that  command  some  one  of  the  numerous  gal- 
lant and  efficient  generals  who,  in  our  judgment,  are  far  better 
adaj)ted  to  the  pressing  wants  of  that  all-important  military  field. 

We  make  this  appeal  in  no  spirit  of  captious  opposition  to  the 
Government.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  an  abiding  confidence  in 
its  wisdom,  as  well  as  its  ability  to  attain  final  triumph.  Nor  do  we 
feel  inclined  to  do  any  injustice  to  General  Jones ;  but  our  opportu- 
nities have  been  ample  for  observing  the  numerous  manifest  errors 
and  defects  in  his  command,  errors  which  have  been  mortifying  to 
the  gallant  army  under  his  command,  and  have  resulted  in  great 
loss  to  the  producing  interests  of  that  section,  from  raids  which 
have  been  repeatedly  made  and  feebly  resisted,  when,  in  our  judg- 
ment, as  well  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  army  and  country,  these 
raids  might  have  been  prevented,  or  the  enemy  destroyed  in  his 
efforts  to  return  from  his  visits  of  destruction  upon  oiir  people. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  we  feel  assured  that,  aside  from  the  promptness 
with  which  our  section  has  responded  to  all  calls  to  arms  emanating 
from  proper  sources,  the  great  lead.,  iron,  copper,  salt,  and  other  in- 
terests (a  proper  defense  of  which  is  so  materially  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  our  entire  Confederacy)  cannot  fail  to  secure  your  earnest 
and,  we  trust,  favorable  consideration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem, 
your  obedient  servants : 

[Signed  by  R.  Crockett,  House  of  Delegates,  Wythe  County ;  R. 

A.  Richardson,  House  of  Delegates,  Mercer  County ;  Geo.  W.  Duval, 
House  of  Delegates,  Roane  County ;  Wilson  Lively,  House  of  Dele- 
gates, Monroe  County ;  A.  J.  Deyerle,  House  of  Delegates,  Roanoke 
County  ;  Abraham  Fry,  House  of  Delegates,  Giles  County';  James 

B.  Johnson,  House  of  Delegates,  Carroll  County;  S.  M.  Dickey, 
House  of  Delegates,  Grayson  County ;  Jno.  M.  Rowan,  House  of 
Delegates,  Monroe  County;  J.  W.  M.  Witten,  Fortieth  Senatorial 
District  of  Virginia ;  R.  M.  Bales,  Forty-second  Senatorial  District 
of  Virginia;  Jas.  C.  Taylor,  Thirty-ninth  Senatorial  District  of 
Virginia ;  J.  A.  Alderson,  Forty-fourth  Senatorial  District  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  Wm,  E.  Herndon,  House  of  Delegates,  Putnam ;  Jas.  A, 
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Nighbert,  House  of  Delegates,  Logan,  Boone,  and  Wyoming  Coun- 
ties ;  J.  H.  Thompson,  House  of  Delegates,  Smyth  County ;  R.  T. 
Bowen,  House  of  Delegates,  Tazewell  County ;  Wm.  J.  Kendnck, 
House  of  Delegates,  Russell  County ;  John  S.  Draper,  House  of 
Delegates,  Pulaski  County.] 


[Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War  for  attention  and  reply. 


J.  D.     [DAVIS.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  2,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Comrnanding,  &c. : 
Captain  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  1st  instant.  He  desires  you  to  remain  in  your  present 
position  for  the  time  being.  He  expresses  himself  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  action  you  have  hitherto  taken,  and  wishes  you  to  continue 
to  follow  the  instructions  given  you  by  Brigadier-General  Preston 
and  himself. 

You  will  orrfier  Captain  Fields  to  proceed  forthwith  with  his  company 
to  Pound  Gap  and  remain  at  that  place.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pren- 
tice will,  after  he  has  wiped  out  the  enemy  at  Guest's  Station,  scout 
the  country  between  that  place  and  Pound  Gap.  Direct  Mr.  Page 
to  return  to  Jonesville  and  report  to  the  ma.ior-general  commanding 
any  information  from  that  place.  The  general  thinks  it  probable 
that  a  commandant  will  be  sent  to  the  district  which  you  now  com- 
mand. 

He  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  course,  and  desires  you  to  re- 
main until  relieved  by  such  commandant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  B.  MYRRS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  2,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  F.  Hoke  : 

General  :  Mr.  Jones,  who  is  largely  interested  in  iron  contracts 
with  the  Government,  has  been  sent  to  me  by  Governor  Vance,  with 
the  representation  of  dangerous  combinations  and  violent  proceed- 
ings of  deserters  and  tories  in  and  about  Watauga  County,  N.  C, 
in  which  the  works  of  Mr.  Jones  are  situated.  The  accounts  induce 
me  to  believe  that  a  visit  with  your  command,  or  a  portion  of  it,  to 
that  district  would  be  eminently  serviceable. 

I  do  not  know  the  precise  nature  of  the  instructions  you  have  re- 
ceived from  General  Lee,  nor  do  I  mean  to  contravene  them  ;  but  if, 
without  a  departure  from  them,  you  can  appropriately  visit  and  re- 
press disorders  in  the  county  named,  and  in  one  or  two  adjoining, 
liable,  as  I  am  informed,  to  similar  outrages,  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  tlie  Department. 

Mr,  Jones,  who  will  hand  you  this,  is  comnjended  to  a  favorable 
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audience,  and  will  inform  you  more  in  detail  both  of  the  nature  of 
the  outrages  and  of  the  readiest  avenues  of  approach  to  the  infected 
district.  He  is  particularly  urgent  that  the  disloyal  men  who  may 
be  arrested,  if  conscribed,  should  be  totally  removed  from  the  State 
and  sent  to  our  more  distant  armies.  I  would  suggest  that  if  there 
be  any  troops  from  North  Carolina  serving  with  General  Johnston, 
that  army,  being  most  remote,  would  probably  offer  fewest  oppor- 
tunities of  escape  ;  next  to  that  being  the  army  of  General  Lee,  and 
to  one  or  the  other  I  think  they  had  better  be  assigned. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-House, 

October  3,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  .  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Hichmond,  Va.  : 

Mr.  President  :  A  dispatch  from  Major  Gilmor,  in  the  valley, 
last  night  states  that  the  re-enforcements  for  Rosecrans  have  all 
passed  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  The  force,  composed 
of  Slocum's  and  Howard's  corps,  under  General  Hooker,  was  esti- 
mated at  between  20,000  and  25,000  men.  He  states  he  made  several 
attempts  to  break  the  railroad,  but  could  accomplish  nothing.  I  do 
not  expect  that  Imboden  has  been  more  successful  in  his  efforts 
farther  west.  Unless  more  than  two  corps  have  been  forwarded  to 
General  Rosecrans'  army,  the  estimate  of  their  strength  is,  in  my 
opinion,  too  great,  and  they  will  probably  not  exceed  13,000.  They 
are  considered  two  of  the  smallest  and  most  indifferent  corps. 

A  small  detachment  of  General  R.  D.  Johnston's  North  Carolina 
brigade  crossed  the  Rapidan  on  the  night  of  the  1st  and  attacked  a 
cavalry  picket  of  the  enemy.  Lieut.  P.  Durham,  commanding  the 
detachment,  returned  with  1  prisoner,  8  horses,  9  saddles  and  bridles, 
4  sabers,  and  4  pistols.  He  left  1  of  the  enemy  killed,  1  wounded, 
and  2  horses  killed. 

The  army  has  not  been  paid  for  some  months,  and  it  is  reported 

that  the  company  officers  find  difficulty  in  subsisting  themselves. 

All  the  estimates,  excepting  for  the  cavalry,  forwarded  some  weeks 

since.     If  it  is  possible,  I  should  like  to  have  the  men  paid  regularly. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Dublin, 

Ocfoher  4,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton, 

Olade  Spring: 
Place  your  brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  the  depot,  so  that  you  can 
move  readily  to  Saltville,  on  the  railroad,  as  desired. 
By  order  xjf  Mai.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistcirit  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters,  Wilmington,  October  4,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General:  I  must  continue  to  call  attention  to  the  serious  expos- 
ure of  this  important  place,  its  danger,  and  our  great  need  of  troops. 

Never  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  has  this  danger  been 
so  imminent,  and  never  in  the  way  of  troops,  at  least  (and  they  are 
all  important),  has  there  been  so  few  to  meet  it.  As  I  have  many 
times  demonstrated,  the  only  plan  of  successful  defense  to  be 
adopted  here  depends  on  a  supporting  force  or  movable  column. 
All  the  works  which  havfe  been  put  up  for  the  protection  of  the  har- 
bor and  the  city  are  based  upon  this,  and  without  this  are  of  but 
little  avail. 

Even  those  works,  though  pushed  with  all  the  means  at  my  com- 
mand, are  not  yet  complete. 

Instead  of  a  supporting  force,  estimated  at  from  10,000  to  20,000 
men,  necessary,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  enemy's  prepara- 
tion for  even  a  show  of  defense,  I  have  but  one  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  few  batteries  of  very  inferior  artillery,  none  of  which  have 
ever  been  in  action. 

My  heavy  artillery  force  is  not  sufficient  to  man  the  guns  which 
have  been  mounted.  It  is,  moreover,  compelled  to  labor  constantly, 
owing  to  the  backwardness  of  the  people  in  furnishing  negroes  to 
work  upon  the  fortifications,  which  impairs  its  efficiency.  I  have 
not,  literally,  troops  enough  at  my  disposal  to  perform  the  required 
guard  duty  over  the  public  property,  now  very  great,  at  this  impor- 
tant sea-port,  and  daily  increasing. 

In  the  meantime,  the  operations  of  the  enemy  indicate  the  per- 
manent occupation,  by  powerful  defensive  works,  of  Morris  Island. 
That  should  be  his  plan,  as  it  seals  up  the  port  of  Charleston,  still 
enables  him  to  go  on  to  destroy  the  city  at  long  range  without  ex- 
posure to  himself,  and  releases  his  fleet  and  army  for  the  attack  on 
the  last  remaining  port  on  this  coast.  He  may  endeavor  to  do  the 
same  here  ;  that  is,  seal  up  the  port,  and  that  he  will  surely  and  in- 
evitably do  unless  an  ai'my  is  present.  I  do  not  think  it  will  do  to 
wait  until  after  he  has  landed.  It  has  never  done  yet.  Ah  army  of 
27,000  men  was  gathered  to  support  Vicksburg.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  on  the  relative  importance  of  the  two^aces  at  that  time,  but 
surely  this  place  is  as  important  now  as  vicksburg  was  then.  I 
assure  you  now,  positively,  as  this  place  is  now  situated,  2,000  men 
can  land  and  either  take  the  city  in  twenty-four  hours,  or  else  render 
fruitless  all  the  labor  that  has  been  expended.  I  am  not  very  ap- 
prehensive of  the  naval  attack.  The  fortifications  that  have  been 
erected  against  that  are  of  the  best  character,  but  they  depend  on 
security  by  land,  and  there  can  be  no  security,  no  system  of  defense 
in  this  peculiar  locality  without  the  presence  of  a  large  body  of 
troops.     It  seems  to  me  time  to  collect  them. 

It  is  needless  to  call  attention  to  the  vast  importance  this  port  has 
assumed  of  late.  All  are  aware  of  that.  It  will  be  easy  for  the 
enemy  to  close  it  imless  I  can  crush  him  on  his  landing  ;  but  I  have 
pothing.  You  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  the  defenses  here,  though 
vastly  increased  and  totally  different  in  design  from  the  original 
batteries  projected  befoi-e  the  monitors  were  called  in  play,  have  not 
had  the  increase  <?f  a  inan  to  garrison  thejn  since  General  French  'Was 
in  corowEiind, 
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At  that  time  there  were  no  advance  works  at  Fort  CaswsU,  none 
at  Fisher,  none  at  the  important  point  of  Smithville,  none  at  all  on 
Smith's  Island,  and  but  few  on  the  river.  At  all  these  points  pow- 
erful works  have  been  erected,  absolutely  essential  to  the  defense, 
but  I  have  had  no  increase  of  force.  But  this,  the  garrisoning  of 
the  forts,  is  but  a  trifle  compared  to  the  vital  necessity  of  the  army 
of  support.  I  have  many  times  shown  this  in  reports,  plans,  and 
memoirs.  The  responsibility  is  great.  I  must  leave  the  suDJect  with 
you,  only  assuring  you  that  as  matters  stand  here  now  I  cannot 
answer  for  the  safety  of  this  place  for  any  forty-eight  hours. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — My  previous  letters  on  this  subject,  which  are  very  numer- 
ous, have  been  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  continuation  of 
a  direct  correspondence  commenced  with  Mr.  Randolph.  Having 
received  your  telegram,  in  future  I  will  be  careful  to  address  you. 

[Indorsement.] 

October  .6,  1863. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  brigade  of  Pickett's  division  has  been  sent  to  Kinston  to  relieve 
Martin's  brigade,  which  is  ordered  to  Wilmington. 

General  Beauregard  should  be  instructed  to  watch  the  movement 
of  the  enemy  from  Charleston  and  the  coast  in  the  direction  of  Wil- 
mington, and  promptly  send  re-enforcements  to  General  Whiting, 
should  such  movements  be  made. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Camp  at  Orange  Court-Housb, 

October  5,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va. : . 

Mr.  President:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
1st.  I  hope  there  was  a  mistake  as  to  the  strength  of  Bragg's  army. 
His  effective  strength,  given  me  by  General  Cooper  before  the  battle, 
and  before  the  addition  of  Longstreet's  corps,  was  76,219;  Bragg's 
51,101  and  Buckner's  16,118,  plus  9,000  from  Johnston's  army.  I 
think  if  Your  Excellency  could  make  it  convenient  to  visit  that 
country,  you  would  be  able  to  reconcile  many  difficulties  and  unite 
the  scattered  troops. 

I  wrote  to  you  that  I  could  spare  General  Iverson  for  the  cavalry 
in  Georgia.  He  is  the  only  man  I  can  think  of  for  the  situation.  I 
would  also  recommend  that  General  W.  E.  Jones  be  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  cavalry  lately  under  Deshler,  unless  there  is  with 
that  army  a  better  man  for  the  place.  I  consider  General  Jones  a 
brave  and  intelligent  officer,  but  his  feelings  have  become  so  opposed 
to  General  Stuart  that  I  have  lost  all  hope  of  his  being  useful  m  the 
cavalry  here.  He  tendered  his  resignation  before  the  expedition  to 
Pennsylvania,  which  I  withheld.  He  has  been  subsequently  tried 
])J  court-ipart^al  f gy  disrespect;  ^.nd  the  proceedings  are  noyr  w  i^ioh* 
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mond.  I  understand  lie  says  lie  will  no  longer  serve  under  Stuart, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advantageous  for  Mm  to  do  so,  but  I 
wish  to  make  him  useful.  I  can  replace  him  by  Colonel  Eosser, 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  an  excellent  officer  in  the  field,  who  is  prompt, 
cool,  and  fearless,  and  has  been  twice  wounded  in  this  war.  He 
resigned  his  position  as  cadet  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  just 
before  the  period  of  his  graduation.  When  the  war  commenced, 
served  first  in  the  artillery,  with  some  distinction,  and  subsequently 
was  transferred  to  the  cavalry.  As  soon  as  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  are  published,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  relieve  Jones  from  the  com- 
mand of  his  brigade,  which,  in  fact,  has  been  without  its  commander 
ever  since  the  army  crossed  the  Potomac. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  £j.  LEiJii, 

General. 


Orange  Court-House, 

October  5,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
Please  send  the  North  Carolina  cavalry  regiment  at  once. 

XV.  £j.  L£j£i, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Artillery  Corps,  A.  N.  Va., 

No.  — .  f  October  5,  1863. 

Captain  Lamkin,  commanding  Nelson  Artillery,  having  reported 
for  assignment  under  orders  from  general  headquarters,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  battalion  now  commanded  by  Major  Haskell.'  He 
will  proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  camp  of  said  battalion,  a 
short  distance  beyond  Gordonsville  on  the  Charlottesville  road,  and 
report  for  duty  to  Major  Haskell. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  October  5,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 
General  :  General  Whiting  telegraphed  me  this  naorning  that  he 
wanted  the  Forty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment.  I  immediately 
sent  word  to  General  Martin  to  order  it  to  report  to  Whiting;  he 
replies  there  is  no  such  regiment  there,  but  the  Forty-second  is,  and 
the  only  one  at  that  point.  Just  at  the  same  time  I  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Captain  Leitch,  who  tells  me  you  wish  a  brigade  gotten 
in  readiness  to  relieve  Martin  at  Kinston.  I  have  ordered  Barton's 
brigade  to  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  and  the  quartermaster  to 
furnish  transportation  by  rail.  The  wagons  had  better  be  sent  by 
road,  I  suppose,  and  at  once ;  or  will  they  take  the  transportation 
which  Martin  will  leave  behind  ?  In  consequence  of  the  intended 
movement  of  Martin's  brigade,  I  did  not  repeat  tihe  Of^gr  for  a  regi- 
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ment  to  go  to  Whiting.     Have  you  any  further  instructions  relative 
to  this  case  ?    I  inclose  telegram  frona  Weldon  just  received  from 
my  aide-de-camp  whom  I  sent  to  General  Ransom  this  morning. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT,  . 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre.]    . 

Weldon, 
October  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Pickett: 

General  Ransom  had  received  the  information  some  time  before 
Colonel  Hinton,  who  received  it  merely  through  him.  He  considers 
it  by  no  means  reliable  and  certainly  not  at  all  probable  that  they 
will  make  that  their  main  attack.  It  will  be  on  Weldon,  which  he 
would  leave  uncovered  by  moving ;  therefore  he  will  not  go.  I  will 
return  on  the  night  train  and  give  you  the  particulars.  If  you  wish 
anything  further,  telegraph  at  once.    Telegraph  anyway. 

E.  R.  BAIRD, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

October  5,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

General  :  Major  Morfit,  transportation  agent  at  this  place,  in- 
forms me  that  4  o'clock  to-morrow  evening  is  the  earliest  moment 
at  which  he  can  furnish  transportation  for  the  brigade.  They  can 
all  go  at  that  time. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  P.     [PICKETT.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  October  5,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army: 
General  :  I  have  just  learned  from  General  Barton  that  a  telegram 
aiTived  last  night  from  General  Longstreet,  calling  for  my  division. 
It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  to  you  before  any  movement  is  made 
the  condition  of  the  command.  There  have  been  some  few  conscripts 
assigned  to  us  since  our  arrival  in  this  neighborhood,  say,  100.  At 
this  time  there  are  2  officers,  1  non-commissioned  officer,  and  3  pri- 
vates absent  on  recruiting  service  from  each  regiment,  making  40 
officers  and  80  privates.  The  plan  of  reorganizing  this  shattered 
division  is  in  fact  but  just  commenced.  The  steps  I  have  taken  to 
gather  up  the  numbers  of  men  on  detailed  service  in  and  about  Rich- 
mond are  in  progress,  but  should  we  move  now  it  will  be  with  ranks 
not  recruited,  and  in  fact  in  no  better  condition  than  upon  our  ar- 
rival. The  oljject  for  which  we  were  left  here  has  not  been  carried 
out.  In  time  I  will  be  able  to  get  the  division  together  and  in  fight- 
ing trim  it  most  emphatically  is  not  so  now.  And  until  the  ranks 
are  filled  up  and  some  more  officers  come  back  to  us  by  exchange, 
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and  opportunity  is  given  to  those  promoted  to  learn  some  little  of 
their  duties,  it  will  not  be  the  crack  division  it  was,  and  I  decidedly 
would  not  like  to  go  into  action  with  it.  If  more  troops  are  needed 
in  the  southwest  and  we  go,  it  is  plain  other  troops  must  be  sent 
here  to  replace  us.  Why  not  let  this  division  remain  till  it  is  fit 
for  service  ?  I  think,  general,  the  final  benefit  to  the  service  would 
be  increased  by  this  arrangement.  It  was  the  intention  when  we 
were  put  in  our  present  position,  and  the  circumstances  are  not  al- 
tered. I  am  informed  by  the  Conscript  Bureau  that  I  will  have 
some  two  hundred  and  odd  men  assigned  to  me  within  a  month. 
These  men  are  to  be  returned  from  Jones  and  Imboden. 

By  last  field  return  I  have  339  officers  and  4,007  rank  and  file 
effective  in  the  division.     Aggregate  present  and  absent;  11,344. 

I  send  this  over  to  you  by  a  staff  officer,  Captain  Leitch,  and  will 
come  over  this  evening  by  train  in  case  you  might  wish  to  see  me. 
I  am,  general,  in  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,   Va.,   October  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Wilmington,  N.  C: 
General:  The  President  has  directed  that  obstructions  be  placed 
in  the  Roanoke  River,  and  Lieut.  F.  L.  Hoge,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been 
detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  that  service.  Yoii  are  re- 
quested to  furnish  such  assistance  and  protection  as  may  be  needed 
and  can  be  spared,  and,  also,  such  material  and  transportation  as  can 
be  conveniently  supplied  from  your  department.  Lieutenant  Hoge 
will  receive  all  the  aid  that  can  be  given  by  the  Engineer  and  other 
Bureaus  here. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond, 

October  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

Order  Barton's  brigade  to  Kinston  to  relieve  Martin's,  and  direct 
General  Martin  to  proceed  with  his  brigade  to  Wilmington  and  re- 
port to  General  Whiting.  Both  brigades  now  being  in  your  depart- 
ment, your  orders  will  be  sufficient. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  October  6,  1863. 
General  Pickett,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

Order  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry  Regiment,  late  Claiborne's,  to 
repair  to  Orange  Court-House,  Va.,  and  report  to  General  Lee. 

S.  COOPER. 
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Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  237.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  October  G,  1863. 

******* 

XXI.  Brigadier-General  Iverson  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the 
army  in  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  He  will  repair  to 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  report  to  Major-General  Cobb. 

XXII.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner  is  relieved  from  assignment  in 
Special  Orders,  No.  323,  Paragraph  XXVI,  and  will  proceed  to 
Quincy,  Fla.,  and  assume  command  of  Department  of  West  Florida, 
lately  held  by  Major-General  Cobb. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,   October  6,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in 
reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  that  he  desires  Colonel  Ferguson 
to  co-operate  with  you,  but  to  report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  6,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 
General:  The  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  has  been  ordered 
back  to  the  Narrows.  So  soon  as  you  learn  that  it  has  arrived  at 
that  point,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  can  order 
the  infantry  battalion  back  to  Lewisburg,  and  also  recall  the  com- 
pany of  Dunn's  battalion,  now  at  the  Narrows. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
RicTimond,  Va.,  October  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  inclosing  a  communication 
from  General  Clingman,  suggesting  the  probability  of  a  force  being 
sent  from  Charleston  to  attack  Wilmington,  and  have  written  to 
General  Beauregard  requesting  that,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable, 
without  disturbing  his  plans  of  defense,  he  hold  Clingman's  brigade 
so  prepared  that  on  a  call  from  you  it  may  be  thrown  rapidly  to  Wil- 
mington, and  that,  in  the  event  of  your  making  the  requisition,  it 
may  be  sent  to  your  re-enforcement  without  delay. 
Vr>,i  QT-o  +,>ifiTfifm-e.  authorized,  on  the  receipt  of  certain  intelli- 
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gence  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  attack  you  by  land  with  forces 
drawn  in  whole  or  in  part  from  Charleston,  to  make  requisition  for 
the  return  of  Clingman's  brigade. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — Orders  have  likewise  been  given  to  General  Pickett,  by 
which  General  Martin's  brigade  will  be  at  once  placed  in  Wilming- 
ton or  its  vicinity  as  a  present  re-enforcement. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,   Va.,   October  8,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  I  have  ordered  200  cavalry 
from  Colonel  Griffin's  regiment,  headquarters  Franklin,  to  North 
Carolina,  as  far  as  possible  to  relieve  Claiborne's  regiment.  You 
will  have  perceived  that  General  Whiting  declines  sending  the  three 
companies  of  Claiborne's  cavalry  which  are  in  his  district.  I  have 
sent  a  courier  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waddell,  commanding  Baker's 
cavalry,  to  close  in  to  the  right  and  cover  the  ground  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  200  cavalry  withdrawn  and  sent  to  North  Carolina.  I 
sent  down  by  railroad  to-day,  to  Ivor,  the  Seventeenth  Virginia, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert  commanding.  The  Ninth  Virginia,  the 
regiment  first  ordered  to  that  point,  I,  of  course,  sent  off  with  its 
brigade  (Barton's).  Colonel  Herbert  is  a  most  efficient  officer,  and 
I  shall  feel  more  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  on  the  Black- 
water  after  his  arrival.  I  also  thought  of  sending  down  a  battery 
in  a  day  or  two.  I  think  an  expedition  might  possibly  be  made  with 
effect  toward  Suffolk ;  I  shall  not  make  one,  however,  till  I  find  out 
something  more.  The  Seventeenth  can  occupy  the  points  left  vacant 
by  Baker's  cavalry. 

I  inclose  you  telegrams  received  from  General  Barton  and  my 
reply. 

Lieut.  Hawes  E.  Marshall  is  here  under  arrest.  I  was  directed  by 
telegram  that  his  case  would  be  brought  before  the  military  court 
in  Richmond.  Do  you  wish  him  sent  over  at  once,  with  the  wit- 
nesses, or  will  the  court  notify  me  when  they  wish  him  brotight 
before  them  ? 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  any  instructions  or  suggestions,  and  to 
know  whether  the  distribution  of  troops  made  by  me  meets  with 
your  approbation. 

Do  you  think  more  cavalry  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  Blackwater 
and  sent  to  North  Carolina  ? 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,   Comm anding. 

[Xnclosure  No.  1.] 

October  8,  1863. 
Maj.  C.  Pickett  : 

It  will  bo  impracticable  for  me  to  picket  the  line  as  at  present  es- 
tablished with  the  force  I  have.    That  part  from  Hamilton  to  Green- 
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ville,  inclusive,  will  require  800  men.  I^ow  that  the  cavalry  has 
been  ordered  away,  it  will  take  every  man  I  have  to  do  the  duty  from 
Greenville  south.  Cannot  General  Ransom  furnish  a  regiment  to 
each  of  the  points,  Hamilton  and  Greenville  ?  I  will  not  relieve 
Martin's  troops  there  till  I  hear  from  you. 

S.  M.  BARTON, 


[Sub-lnclosure.] 


Brigadier-  General. 


KiNSTON, 

October  7,  1863. 


General  Pickett  : 

If  the  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry  leaves  this  place  there  will 
not  be  more  than  200  effective  cavalry  from  the  Roanoke  to  Wil- 
mington. 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

October  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  M.  Barton, 

Commanding,  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 
Relieve  General  Martin  as  far  as  you  can.     Two  hundred  cavalry 
of  Griffin's  command  have  been  ordered  to  relieve  the  Seventh  Con- 
federate Cavalry,  which  is  fhat  you  speak  of  as  being  ordered  away. 

C.  PICKETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Richmond, 

October  8,  1863. 
General  George  E.  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va: 
Revoke  the  order  requiring  the  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry  to 
report  to  General  Lee.     Under  existing  circumstances  it  must  be 
retained  where  it  is  in  North  Carolina. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond, 

October  8,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House: 
I  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  the  movement  of  the  cavalry 
regiment  from  North  Carolina  on  account  of  present  state  of  things 
there.     Colonel  Stafford  has  just  been  appointed  brigadier»general, 
to  report  to  you. 

^  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding  First  Brigade :  ■  . 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
if  the  enemy  is  at  Bowyer's  Ferry  in  no  larger  force  than  represented 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  he  can  see  no  reason  to  prevent  your 
organizing  a  force  to  drive  them  off  without  [delay.]  They  should 
be  allowed  neither  to  construct  boats  nor  clear  out  the  roads.  You 
will  immediately  prepare  to  attack  this  force,  unless  you  have  very 
urgent  reasons  against  this  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  239.  )  Richmond,  October  8,  1803. 

He  *  SI:  ^  i^  Hf  * 

XXIV.  The  Eighth  and  Fourteenth  Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry, 
now.serving  in  the  Department  of  Southwestern  Virginia,  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  Orange  Court-House,  Va. ,  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral R.  E.  Lee,  commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  for 
assignment  to  duty  with  the  cavalry  divisions  of  his  army. 
*  *  *  *  •  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ad jtitant- General. 


Orange  Court-House, 

October  9,  1803. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
Your  dispatch  received.     Report  indicates  the  enemy  will  attempt 
a  raid  north  of  James  River.     Troops  should  be  withdrawn  from 
south  side  to  meet  it. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Richmond,  Va., 

October  0,  1863. 
General  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 
Information  received  excites  suspicion  that  a  raid  in  force  is  con- 
templated by  enemy  either  toward  Weldon  or  on  the  north  side 
toward  Hanover  Junction.  Movements  are  not  yet  sufficiently 
decided  to  enable  us  to  decide  which  is  the  design.  It  may  be  con- 
temporaneous on  both  points.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  recom- 
mended, while  retaining  force  on  watch  at  Weldon,  you  concentrate 
such  other  as  you  can  command  at  or  near  Petersburg  ready  to  be 
thrown  either  way. 

S.  C.     rCOOPER  1 
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Richmond, 

October  9,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House  : 

Geneeal  :  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  the  case  of 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  have  been  received  and  duly  approved.  The 
usual  general  order  in  such  cases  will  be  forwarded  you  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  prepared,  and  in  the  meantime  special  orders  will  be  sent 
directing  that  officer  to  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones. 
The  President  approves  your  suggestion  with  respect  to  Colonel 
Rosser. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Rosser  will  be  immediately  appointed  brigadier- 
general  for  cavalry  service  in  your  command. 


Special  Oedees,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  Geneeal's  Office, 

No.  240.  J  Richmond,  October  9,  1863. 

XXIV.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  will  proceed  to  Dublin  Depot, Va., 
and  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  for  assignment  to  the 
cavalry  in  his  command. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Aemy  op  Noetheen  Vieginia, 

October  9,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Aenold  Elzey, 

Commanding,  &c.,'Bichmond,  Va.: 

Geneeal:  I  presume  from  the  fact  that  Colonel  Spear  is  transfer- 
ring his  cavalry  to  the  Peninsula  that  he  designs  making  a  raid  in 
that  quarter.  I  think  you  had  better  draw  your  troops  from  the 
south  side  to  meet  them.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  there  is  no  force  of 
consequence  south  of  James  River;  you  have  better  means  of  infor- 
mation, however. 

My  scouts  on  the  Potomac  report  that  on  the  3d  two  small  steamers 
with  troops  passed  up  the  river,  and  on  the  5th,  four,  one  a  large  one, 
also  laden  with  troops.  This  shows  that  the  enemy  is  still  re-en- 
forcing General  Meade,  and  the  troops  referred  to  doubtless  came 
from  the  direction  of  Fort  Monroe. 

I  do  not  therefore  attach  any  importance  to  the  report  of  troops  in 
large  force  at  Norfolk  or  Portsmouth.     Unless  your  information  is 

f)ositive  on  the  subject,  a  small  force  might  be  left  to  guard  our 
ines  south  of  James  River,  and  the  rest  moved  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated raid.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  spare  any  cavalry  from  this 
army  at  present. 


780  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  AID.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU. 

Troops  could  better  be  spared  from  General  Sam.  Jones  at  tliis 
time  than  from  this  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 


Headquakters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  9,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General:  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  in  my  judgment, 
that  our  troops  should  advance  upon  the  enemy  in  all  quarters,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  him  from  re-enforcing  points  more  se- 
riously threatened,  if  nothing  better  can  be  accomplished.  I  desire 
you  to  move  some  part  of  your  force  to  Strasburg  and  scout  over 
toward  Manassas  and  Thornton's  Gaps,  to  prevent  anything  from 
coming  in  rear  of  those  of  our  troops  which  will  now  be  operating 
in  the  direction  of  Woodville  and  Sperryville.  Should  you  find  no 
opposition,  or  such  as  you  can  overcome,  you  may  continue  your 
advance  farther  down  the  valley,  taking  care  to  observe  closely  the 
points  above  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  I  think  it  very  important  that  our  troops  everywhere 
should  advance  upon  the  enemy,  even  if  nothing  else  can  be  accom- 
plished excepting  preventing  him  from  re-enforcing  points  now 
threatened.  Of  course,  if  opportunity  offers  to  do  more,  it  should  be 
made  use  of.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  at  least  to  make  some  demon- 
stration which  will  detain  such  f ofce  as  the  enemy  may  now  have  in 
your  department,  and  thus  co-operate  with  the  movement  going  on 
m  other  quarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  hi,  J-iEiE, 

General. 


Orders,  )  Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 

No.  —    J  October  9,  1863. 

Colonel  Cabell  will  with  his  artillery  battalion  take  position  near 
Gordonsville,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  that  point  against  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy  while  the  army  is  in  motion.  He  will  have  the 
roads  picketed,  especially  those  north  and  east  of  Gordonsville.  He 
will  keep  his  battalion  ready  for  moving  forward  at  very  short 
notice  should  occasion  therefor  occur.  Captain  Lamkin's  company, 
now  with  Major  Haskell's  battalion,  and  without  equipments,  will 
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report  to  Colonel  Cabell,  and  be  subject  to  Ms  command  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

Major   Haskell  will  with  his  battalion   move  forward   toward 
Liberty  Mills,  and  act  under  verbal  orders  which  he  will  receive. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  9,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 
General  :  I  received  to-day  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  There 
is  no  such  body  of  men  as  Dunn's  battalion  at  or  near  the  salt-works. 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  C  Dunn,  of  the  Sixty-third  Virginia  Regiment,  at- 
tempted to  raise  a  battalion  under  authority  which  he  said  was 
given  him  by  Brigadier-General  Williams.  I  have  stopped  him  and 
ordered  him  to  his  regiment,  and  ordered  all  the  men  and  officers 
purporting  to  belong  to  that  unauthorized  battalion  to  be  arrested 
and  turned  over  to  the  conscript  officers. 

The  Captain  Pasley  whom  you  mention  belongs  to  Colonel  Peters' 
regiment.  That  organization  has  given  me  and  others  great  trouble, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  there  are  many  deserters  in  it. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  of  your  staff,  visited  my  camp  a  few 
weeks  since,  by  your  order,  to  reclaim  deserters  who  were  supposed 
to  be  in  that  regiment,  and  I  gave  him  all  the  aid  he  asked  to  enable 
him  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  I  cannot  tell  now,  nor  do  I  think 
Colonel  Peters  can,  what  men  in  his  regiment  are  and  what  are  not 
deserters.  I  will,  however,  if  you  desire  it,  order  the  regiment  to 
report  to  you.  In  your  army  perhaps  the  deserters  may  be  recog- 
nized and  reclaimed. 
Please  let  me  know  your  wishes  on  my  suggestions. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Orange  Court-House, 

October  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Dublin  Depot: 

General:  I  arrived  here  yesterday;  Hill's  corps  was  moving  and 
passed,  goin^  to  the  front  and  left  of  this  place. 

This  morning  early,  Ewell's  corps  passed,  or  at  least  two  divisions. 
General  Lee  moves  to-day.  General  Early's  division  will,  I  think, 
bring  up  the  rear.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  get  my  troops  here. 
Cooke's  brigade  has  already  arrived. 

It  is  supposed  the  enemy  has  fallen  back  to.Culpeper  Court-House, 
and  perhaps  beyond  that  place.  A  deserter  reported  yesterday  that 
only  a  small  body  was  in  that  town.  I  am  sorry  to  find  General  Lee 
quite  unwell  from  an  attack  of  rheumatism.  He  expressed  great  in- 
terest in  getting  supplies  from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  Any  horses 
you  can  have  sent  to  him  will  be  more  than  acceptable. 

I  shall  go  down  to-day.    If  a  tight  comes  off  I  can  hardly  be  in  it, 
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Everything  indicates  rapidity  of  motion,  and  if  the  enemy  is  going 
to  his  intrenchments  about  Washington,  there  is  no  time  to  lose. 
Every  one  says  the  army  is  in  fine  condition.  What  I  have  seen 
appears  to  be.     They  are  mobile  and  prompt. 

When  I  reach  Richmond  I  will  write  again.     Regards  to  your 
staff. 

Very  truly, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr. 


Dublin,  October  9,  [1863.] 
Col.  B.  H.  Jones, 

Sixtieth  Virginia  Regiment : 

Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  regiment  to  the  Narrows  at  once;  permit  as  little  delay  as  is 
practicable  at  this  point. 

Very  respecttuUy,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headq-uarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  10,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  The  report  of  a  scout  received  on  10th  instant  (to-day)  states 
that  General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered  to  take  Charleston  at  all 
hazards,  and  failing  in  this,  to  make  a  flank  movement  and  endeavor 
to  seize  upon  Branchville.  The  latter  does  not  look  like  a  probable 
movement,  but  I  send  you  the  statement,  as  it  may  indicate  some 
movement  against  Charleston  by  the  enemy.  General  Stuart  at- 
tacked a  body  of  the  enemy  near  James  City  and  drove  them  back, 
capturing  135  prisoners. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 
General  :  The  troops  under  my  command  are  so  greatly  in  need 
of  clothing  that  I  have  directed  Major  Brown,  post  quartermaster 
at  this  place,  to  go  to  Richmond  himself  to  procure  as  full  a  supply 
as  he  can. 

I  know  from  personal  inspection  that  the  clothing  is  necessary, 
chiefly  pants  and  shoes.  I  have  seen  large  numbers  of  men  in  the 
ranks  and  marching  to  meet  the  enemy  without  shoes,  and  many 
others  have  been  excused  from  certain  duty  because  they  were,  as  I 
was  assured,  so  destitute  of  clothing  that  they  could  not  with  decency 
appear  on  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES,       ' 
Major-Q^ji^rq^, 


-CONFEDERATE. 


■m's 


Troops  in  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.   Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  10,  1863. 


Hunton's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Hunton. 

8th  Virginia,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Bowie. 
18th  Virginia,  Capt.  Henry  T.  Owen. 
19th  Virginia,  Capt.  J.  G.  Woodson . 
28th  Virginia,  Capt.  W.  L.  Wingfield. 
56th  Virginia,  Capt.  John  Richardson. 
Holcomte  (South  Carolina)  Legion,  Col. 

W.  P.  Shingler. 
32d  Virginia  Cavalry  Battalion,  Maj.  J. 

R.  Robertson. 

Artillery  Battalion.* 
Maj.  A.  W.  Stabk. 

Alexandria  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  D. 

L.  Smoot. 
McComas  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  D. 

A.  French. 
Matthews  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.   A. 

D.  Armistead. 

Detached  Cavalry. 

42d  Virginia  Cavalry  Battalion,  Lieut. 
Col.  W.T.Robins. 


Chaffln's  Bluff. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Mauky. 

19th  Virginia,  Companies  B  and  G. 
Goochland  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 

Talley. 
Lunenburg  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  C. 

T.  Allen. 
Pamunkey  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A. 

J.  Jones. 
Howitzer  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  E.  R. 

Young. 


Kemper's  Brigade. 
Col.  W.  R.  Teret. 

1st  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  H.  Langley. 

3d  Virginia,  Maj.  W.  H.  Pryor. 

7th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  C.  Flowerree. 
11th  Virginia,  Capt.  R.  W.  Douthat. 
24th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  L.  Maury. 
Claytor's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  R.  B. 
Claytor. 


Bichmond  Defenses.     . 
Col.  T.  S.  Rhett. 

10th  Virginia  Heavy  Artilleiy  Battal- 
ion,f  Maj.  J.  O.  Hensley. 

18th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battal- 
ion,j:  Maj.  M.  B.  Hardin. 

19th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battal- 
ion,! Maj.  N.  R.  Cary. 

20th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery  Battal- 
ion, J  Maj.  J.  E.  Robertson. 

Caroline  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  R. 
Thornton. 

2d  Nelson  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 
H.  Rives. 

Surry  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  D. 
Hanldns. 

Dretury's  Bluff. 

Maj.  F.  W.  Smith. 

Johnston  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  B.  J. 

Epes. 
Neblett  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W.  G. 

Coleman. 
Soutliside  (Virginia)  Ai-tillery,  Capt.  J. 

W.  Drewry. 
United  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas 

Kevill. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  255. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  11,  1863. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegram,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. ,  will  report  to 
Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  for  as- 
signment to  the   command  of  the  brigade  formerly  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Smith. 
By  command  of  General  Lee  : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Attached  to  Hunton's  command  at  ChafHn's  Farm. 

t  First  Division,  Inner  Line,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Atkinson  commanding. 

i  Second  Pivjsipn,  Inner  Line,  Lieut.  Qpli  ^Tames  Bpward  commanding, 
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Dublin, 

October  n,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  0.  Wharton, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Glade  Spring : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  assume 
command  of  all  the  troops  between  Saltville  and  the  Tennessee  line 
and  be  prepared  for  the  defense  of  the  salt-works.  Capt.  J.  G.  Mar- 
tin, at  Abingdon,  can  give  you  the  necessary  information  in  regard 
to  the  detached  companies,  &c.  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  is 
interposed  between  General  "Williams  and  yourself. 

Should  you  and  he  be  compelled  to  unite  your  forces,  he  will,  of 
course,  be  in  command  as  the  ranking  officer.  If  communication 
between  this  point  and  Glade  Spring  should  be  interrupted,  you 
must  of  course  act  promptly  on  your  own  judgment. 

Have  your  troops  well  in  hand  and  secure  the  earliest  and  most 
reliable  information. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Richmond, 

October  12,  1863.. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Comdg.  Army  of  Northern  Va.,  Orange  C.  H.,  Va.: 

General  :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  recent  letter  in  which,  after 
stating  that  your  army  is  much  in  want  of  shoes  for  mien  and  horses, 
and  blankets  for  the  former,  you  request  that  all  that  can  be  fur- 
nished may  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your  chief  quartermaster, 
and  also  that  you  may  be  informed  what  provision  can  be  made  to 
meet  your  wants. 

It  was  not  my  fortune  to  see  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley  while  he 
was  here.  You  have  no  doubt  heard  from  him  of  the  limited  sup- 
plies on  hand  at  this  point.  Such  as  were  here  were  placed  at  his 
disposal,  and  I  immediately  telegraphed  to  distant  points  to  secure 
the  number  of  shoes — some  8,000 — required  by  Colonel  Corley's  re- 
port, to  provide  for  the  barefooted  men  of  your  command.  Some 
2,000  pairs  of  shoes  have  been  forwarded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cone,  direct  from  his  depot  here  ;  1,229  pairs,  also,  received  from 
Wilmington,  and  3,500  are  daily  expected  that  were  ordered  from 
Columbus,  Ga.  I  regretted  very  much  to  learn  on  Saturday  that 
Maj.  C.  D.  Hill,  established  at  this  point  by  Colonel  Corley  him- 
self, had  on  hand,  at  the  date  of  that  officer's  visit  and  call  for  sup- 
plies, over  3,000  pairs  of  shoes  which  were  entirely  overlooked.  I 
have  directed  that  these  too  be  sent  up  immediately.  In  this  way 
nearly  10,000  pairs  will  be  supplied,  which  is  a  little  in  excess  of  the 
very  pressing  demand  ;  and  others  will  be  added  so  soon  as  they  can 
be  provided  through  our  home  resources  or  from  foreign  arrivals. 
There  are  some  15.000  overcoats  on  hand  here,  and  a  fair  supply  of 
clothing  at  this  and  other  depots ;  but  blankets  are  extremely  scarce. 
About  4,000  have  been  issued  to  your  troops  within  the  past  month, 
leaAdng  in  the  depot  here  only  1,500,  which,  with  12,000  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  for  which  the  commands  in  that  section  of  the  country  are 
clamorous,  constitute  the  entire  supply }  and  unf ortiinately  our 
domestic   ye^purpeg  in  tjiip  particular  ar§   very  limited,    All  the 
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horso-shoes  here  and  some  that  have  been  drawn  from  other  points 
are  on  their  way  to  you. 

I  have  postponed  some  days  my  reply  that  I  might  learn  the  con- 
tents of  a  cargo  just  arrived  at  Wilmington.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
some  10.500  pairs  shoes  and  6,500  blankets,  besides  a  qnantity  of 
leather,  are  reported  as  received.  These  will  relieve,  I  hope,  your 
present  necessities  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  requisitions  of  Colonel 
Corley  shall  be  filled  as  promptly  as  possible.  In  view  of  the  ex- 
hausted condition  of  our  resources  here,  I  am  using  every  effort  to 
draw  a  winter's  supply  from  abroad,  and  while  the  difficulties  and 
uncertainties  are  such  as  to  forbid  my  stating  results  in  advance,  I 
still  hope  to  bo  able  to  provide,  with  economy,  for  the  pressing  wants 
of  bur  armies  in  the  field. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-Generul. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  12,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant,  that  he  approves  of  your  course  and  the 
suggestions  contained  in  your  letter  of  that  date.  He  has  been  re- 
quested by  General  Lee  to  keep  the  enemy  in  his  front  occupied  by 
an  apparent  if  not  a  real  move,  that  they  may  not  send  re-enforce- 
ments to  any  of  the  points  against  which  our  forces  are  now  moving 
in  the  general  plan  adopted  by  the  Government.  He  therefore  di- 
rects you  to  advance  your  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Gauley. 

Should  you  have  any  opportunity  of  striking  the  enemy  an  effect- 
ive blow,  remove  the  blockade,  push  on,  and  attack  him  with  vigor. 
If,  however,  you  are  satisfied  from  the  information  you  obtain  that 
no  blow  can  be  striick  at  the  enemy  with  advantage  at  Bowyer's 
Ferry  or  elsewhere,  you  will  simply  make  such  .i  demonstration  as 
will  occupy  his  attention  and  prevent  his  sending  troops  elsewhere. 
A  regiment  of  cavalry  may  be  sent  to  scout  in  the  direction  of  Sum- 
merville. 

Colonel  Ferguson  will  be  directed  to  co-operate  with  you,  and  be 
under  your  orders,  for  the  purposes  herein  indicated. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

OHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Depahtment  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  12,  1863. 
Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 
Colonel:  Directions  have  been  given  General  Echols  in  regard 
to  the  purposes  and  objects  of  a  contemplated  move  in  the  direction 
of  Gauley.  As  the  general  commanding  desires  you  to  co-operate 
with  General  Echols,  he  directs  you'  to  report  to  him  at  once,  and 
act  under  his  orders,  for  the  object  of  the  movement  above  referred 
to. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 
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Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  October  13,  1863. 

General  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond  : 
General  :  The  President  informed  me  in  a  personal  interview  in 
passing  through  here  that  he  thought  I  might  have  some  marines 
and  artillerists  spared  froin  the  forts  on  James  River,  and  directed  • 
me  to  apply  to  you  in  the  matter.     On  account  of  the  increased  ex- 
tent of  the  works  here  since  General  French  had  charge,  and  the 
fact  that  the  artillery  (heavy)  force  had  not  since  been  increased,  I 
need  very  much  a  re-enforcement  of  experienced  artillerists.     If, 
therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  President's  suggestion,  I  can-  get 
from  Mr.  Mallory  some  marines,  and  from  the  army  some  artillerists, 
will  you  please  to  make  the  necessary  application  in  the  first  case 
and  the  order  in  the  second. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  13,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland  : 

Brigadier  General  Echols  reports  that  persons  who  have  just  come 
from  the  Kanawha  inform  him  that  nearly  all  the  cavalry  force  of  the 
enemy  in  that  section  have  gone  below  Charleston.  Our  troops  in 
East  Tennessee  have  been  pressed  very  hard,  and  forced  to  retire  to 
Zollicoffer. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  have  been  sent  from 
the  Kanawha  to  East  Tennessee,  or  else  so  disposed  as  to  make  an 
advance  by  way  of  the  Sandy.  The  commanding  general,  there- 
fore, desires  you  to  send  forward  reliable  scouts  without  delay,  and 
obtain  such  information  as  you  can,  and  report  at  once  to  these 
headqiiarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  14,  18G3. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Princeton: 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols 
has  been  ordered  forward  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy 
in  his  front,  for  the  purpose  of  distracting  their  attention  and  prevent- 
ing the  detaching  of  troops  to  re-enforce  their  armies  at  other  points 
against  which  we  are  moving.  Should  he  have  the  opportunity,  he 
will  convert  this  feint  into  a  real  blow.  The  enemy  are  reported  at 
Bowyer's  Ferry,  constructing  boats,  &c.  If  General  Echols  can  do 
so,  he  will  probably  attack  this  force.  ' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Dublin,  October  14,  1863. 
Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade,  Lewisburg  : 
Order  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  [Cavalry]  Regiment  to  report 
immediately  to  Colonel  McCausland  at  Princeton,  to  replace  the 
Eighth  [Virginia  Cavalry],  ordered  to  Bristol.  Order  Dunn's  bat- 
talion to  report  immediately  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  at  Bristol. 
Inform  General  Echols  of  these  moves.  The  enemy  is  pressing. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones  : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  October  14,  1863. 
Col.  Joseph  F.  Kent,  Wytheville: 

Call  out  the  home  guards  of  Wythe  County  to  go  to  Glade  Spring. 
Lose  no  time ;  the  necessity  is  urgent. 
By  order : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  October  14,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  M.  Sheffet,  Marion: 

Call  out  the  home  guards  of  Smyth,  to  go  immediately  to  Glade 
Spring.     Give  full  notice  and  lose  no  time ;  the  enemy  is  pressing. 
By  order : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Dublin,  October  14,  1863. 
Captain  Spiller,  Wytheville: 

Collect  your  men  from  Grayson  and  other  places,  and  report  with 
them  at  once  to  Colonel  Kent,  at  Glade  Spring. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  S.  Jones  : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Petersburg,  Va., 

October  14,  1863. 
Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding  Departm,ent  of  Richmond: 
General  :  I  sent  dispatch  from  Ivor  to-day  in  regard  to  the  report 
of  the  scouts  from  the  Peninsula ;  upon  my  arrival  here  I  sent  an- 
other, for  fear  that  the  first  -would  not  reach  you.  Yorktown  being 
some  distance  from  my  base  of  operations,  I  can  get  opportunities 
very  seldom  to  send  there. 

The  papers  sent  you  will  give  you  all  reliable  information  as  to 
the  bearing  of  affairs  in-Yaiikeeland.  I  am  watching  for  the  Yankee 
papers  with  some  degree  of  interest  with  regard  to  the  Ohio  and 


788  OPEKATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLl. 

Pennsylvania  elections.     I  will  forward  as  soon  as  received.     I  keep 
General  Pickett  fully  posted. 

It  is  evident  to  me  that  Foster  designs  making:  some  move  on 
North  Carolina,  perhaps  to  try  his  same  old  route  of  November  last. 
The  raids  will  certainly  take  place,  and  their  object  is  to  cut  off  our 
southern  communications  by  tapping  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad.  The  force  left  about  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  is  very 
insignificant,  mostly  negroes. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Major,  Comdg.  Independent  Signal  Corps. 


Special  Orders,  |   Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  256.  \  October  15,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Rosser,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  commanding  cavalry,  for  assign- 
ment to  the  command  of  the  brigade  formerly  commanded  by  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  E.  Jones. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Young,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  commanding  cavalry,  for  as- 
signment to  the  command  of  Butler's  brigade. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Richmond,  October  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va.: 
Send  a  brigade  of  infantry  of  your  immediate  command  forthwith 
to  Dublin,  Va.,  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones.     It  is  required 
there  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector- General. 


Petersburg, 

October  15,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  sending  brigade  of  infantry  to  Dub- 
lin is  received.  I  have  ordered  General  Corse,  with  three  regiments, 
numbering  1,200  men,  all  that  I  have.  The  following  dispatch  was 
received  last  night  from  Ivor: 

My  scouts  returned  from  the  Peninsula  last  night  report  as  follows:  All  thetrooi)s 
have  left  the  Peninsula  except  a  small  force  at  Yorktown;  the  general  impression  is 
that  Foster  has  gone  with  his  expedition  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.  The  troops  that  left 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  on  Saturday  did  not  stop  at  Old  Point,  but  went  to  New 
Berne;  this  accounts  for  Foster's  light-draught  fleet,  and  his  intention  no  doubt  is  to 
make  a  raid  up  some  of  the  shallow  streams  nmning  into  the  Sound. 

MILLIGAN, 

Major, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  October  15,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

General  :  Your  telegram  in  reference  to  sending  a  brigade  of  in- 
fantry to  report  to  General  Sam.  Jones  at  Dublin  has  been  received. 
I  have  accordingly  ordered  oflf  General  Corse  with  three  regiments, 
all  the  infantry  I  have  here,  about  1,200  aggregate.  I  have  directed 
Corse  to  take  only  his  cooking  utensils  and  three  day's  rations,  as 
your  object  seems  to  be  celerity  of  action. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reported 
movements  of  Foster  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.  This  threatening  atti- 
tude, if  not  already  developed,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  may 
be  in  a  day  or  two. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances,  I  respectfully  request  that 
General  Corse  may  be  sent  back  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as,  should 
an  emergency  occur,  I  have  not  a  man  to  re-enforce  with. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 

[P.  S.] — The  troops  will  tase  the  train  at  4  p.  m.  this  evening.  A 
dispatch  received  late  last  night  from  Blackwater  says  two  batteries 
and  some  infantry  recently  arrived  at  Suffolk.  An  extra  published 
in  Norfolk  says  a  flag  of  truce,  with  350,  mostly  women  and  children, 
will  be  in  Suffolk  to-day.  What  these  poor  destitute  creatures  are 
to  do  for  food  or  transportation  I  do  not  know.  The  proximity  of 
the  enemy  forbids  any  assistance  being  sent  them,  even  were  it  in 
the  country.     Is  our  Government  aware  of  Jihe  fact  ? 


Petersburg, 

October  15,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

The  following  telegram  just   received  from  General  Barton,  at 
Kinston: 

It  seems  probable  that  a  movement  will  be  made  against  this  point  soon,  the  gmi- 
boat  being  the  attraction.     The  expedition  I  learn  is  waiting  for  re-enforcements. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


Dublin, 

October  15, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Lewisburg,  via  Union: 
Recall  your  infantry  to  Lewisburg  without  delay.     The  enemy  is 
pressing  us  on  the  west,  in  very  heavy  force.     Was  at  Bx'istol  last 
night.     Keep  your  scouts  well  out,  and  your  men  ready  for  any 
move. 

C.  S.  S.     [STRINGFELLOW.] 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  15,  1863. 

Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  urge 
upon  you  the  importance  of  obtaining  the  earliest  information  in 
regard  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  your  front.     If  possible,  learn 
whether  any  of  Scammon's  forces  have  been  sent  to  the  Sandy. 

The  enemy  is  pressing  us  hard  at  and  near  Bristol,  with  a  very 
heavy  force. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ElCHMOND, 

October  IC,  18G3. 
President  Davis, 

Meridian,  Miss.: 
No  decisive  events  in  Virginia  since  you  left.  General  Lee  has 
moved,  crossing  the  river  and  turning  Meade's  right  flank.  There 
have  been  several  sharp  cavalry  fights  with  success  to  our  arms,  and 
the  capture  of  about  700  prisoners.  More  prisoners  are  being  sent 
in  daily.  General  Lee,  however,  fears  Meade  will  elude  him  by  a 
retreat  to  his  strongholds  in  and  near  Washington.  Heavy  rains 
now  prevailing  will  probably  impede  General  Lee's  movements.  In 
East  Tennessee  the  enemy  are  reported  advancing,  with  superior 
force,  from  Bristol  toward  Abingdon,  to  which  place  General  Will- 
iams has  retired.  General  Jones  is  collecting  his  forces  to  concen- 
trate at  that  point.  On  his  call,  I  have  returned  Corse's  brigade  to 
him.  Reports,  probable  but  not  wholly  reliable,  indicate  concen- 
tration of  the  enemy  under  Foster  for  a  raid  somewhere  in  eastern 
part  of  North  Carolina.  Plans  of  enemy  yet  undeveloped. .  Force 
in  Peninsula  reported  very  small.  Nothing  of  special  interest  in  this 
city. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Petersburg, 

October  16,  1863, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General- 
Following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Eansom: 

My  scouts  report  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Elizabetl^ity  and  in  Perquimans 
County.  The  scouts'  estimate  is  10,000,  but  this  must  be  Recessive.  The  same  re- 
ports say  they  have  12  gunboats  and  10  transports.  General  Barton  informs  me 
that  he  expects  an  advance  on  Kinston.  The  enemy,  if  he  intends  anything,  must 
design  a  feint  here  and  advance  on  Kinston,  or  vice  versa.  I  will  let  you  know  in 
in  time. 

I  suppose  General  Whiting  is  instructed  to  assist  me  in  case  of 
necessity. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-General. 
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Richmond,  October  IG,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 
Proceed  immediately  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,and  assume  com- 
mand of  forces  within  yonr  department,  leaving  at  Petersburg  a 
competent  staff  officer  to  attend  to  affairs  of  your  habitual  headquar- 
ters. You  will  use  your  best  efforts  below  to  repel  advance  of  the 
enemy.  General  Whiting  is  telegraphed  to  re-enforce  you,  on  your 
requisition  to  him,  to  the  extent  of  his  means. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  October  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Whiting, 

Wilmington,  JSf.  C.  : 
General  Pickett  is  ordered  to  Goldsborough  to  repel  advances  of  • 
the  enemy,  threatening  Weldon  and  Kinston  in  force.     Furnish  him 
such  aid  in  troops  on  his  requisition  as  extent  of  your  means  will 


permit. 


S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


October  16, 1863. 
General  Beauregard, 

Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Following  dispatch  received : 

Following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Ransom  :  "  My  scouts  report  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Elizabeth  City  and  in  Perquimans  County.  The  scouiis' 
estimate  is  10,000,  but  this  must  be  excessive.  The  same  report  says  they  have  12 
gunboats  and  10  transports.  General  Barton  informs  me  that  he  expects  an  advance 
on  Kinston.  The  enemy,  if  he  intends  anything,  must  design  a  feint  here  and  ad- 
vance on  Kinston,  or  vice  versa.    I  will  let  you  know  in  time." 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-Oen  eral. 

This  may  be  concerted  plan  with  Gillmore.  Please  give  me  ear- 
liest possible  information  of  any  change  in  enemy's  disposition 
against  you.  Foster  is  in  command  of  enemy's  force.  Pickett 
ordered  to  Goldsborough  to  protect  Kinston  and  Weldon.  I  am 
directed  to  aid  if  possible. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General:  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directed  me  yesterday 
to  telegraph  you  to  draw  your  infantry  back  to  Lewisburg  without 
delay.     This  order,  I  presume,  was  duly  received. 

The  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  will  leave  for  Abingdon  this 
evening.  The  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  and  Thirty-seventh  [Vir- 
ginia] Battalion  should  be  already  on  the  march. 
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You  -will  see  tlie  necessity  for  keeping  your  men  well  in  haiid,  and 
prepared  for  any  move,  as  it  can  hardly  be  presumed  that  the  enemy 
in  your  front  will  again  be  so  inactive  as  on  the  former  advance  of 
General  Burnside. 

General  Williams  has  been  forced  back  to  Abingdon.  The  force 
of  the  enemy  is  variously  estimated  at  from  eight  to  seventeen  regi- 
ments, and  a  battle  is  deemed  imminent.  The  major-general  com- 
manding and  staff  left  here  on  a  special  train  this  morning.  Let  me 
have  the  earliest  information  of  affairs  in  your  front,  that  I  may 
communicate  it  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  16,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Colonel  :  The  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Abingdon  has  again 
required  that  the  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  should  be  hurried  to 
that  point.  The  enemy  was  last  night  about  3  miles  this  side  of 
Bristol,  and  a  fight  is  daily  expected.  General  Williams  has  been 
driven  back  by  a.  very  largely  superior  force. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  hold  your  troops 
ready  for  any  move,  and  to  forward  the  earliest  information  of  affairs 
in  your  front.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  General  Scammon 
will  again  remain  inactive,  but  the  certainty  of  active  operations 
near  Saltville  requires  the  immediate  concentration  of  our  forces  at 
and  near  that  point,  though  you  are  thereby  exposed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  October  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon  : 
The  Thirty-sixth  [Virginia]  Battalion  will  be  here  this  evening, 
in  accordance  with  your  order.     What  disposition  shall  I  make  of 
them  ?    McCausland  says  he  does  not  need  the  cavalry.    Do  you 
want  them  ? 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

October  17,  18G3. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  telegram  of  this  morning,  but 

not  your  letter  alluded  to  in  it.     Have  sent  your  telegram  to  the 

major-general  commanding,  who  left  here  for  Abingdon  in  a  special 

train  yesterday  morning,  and  will  forward  you  his  answer,  without 
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delay.  Buriiside  in  command  at  Bristol,  but  information  very 
meager.  General  Williams  has  been  skirmishing  every  day  since 
the  8th  instant,  but  steadily  driven  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon : 
Colonel  McCausland's  scouts  report  enemy's  cavalry  in  Kanawha 
gone  to  Tennessee.  One  regiment  from  Fayetteville  gone  below 
Charleston.  Twelfth  and  Ninety-first  Ohio  at  Fayette  Court-House. 
Fifth  [West]  Virginia  Infantry  from  Gauley,  and  Twenty-third 
Ohio  from  Charleston,  gone  to  Tennessee,  and  report  is  they  are 
destined  for  Chattanooga.  Scammon  has  gone  to  Washington,  and 
Duffie  is  in  command.  McCausland  thinks  Scammon  has  gone  to 
Rosecrans,  with  his  cavalry,  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one 
battery,  leaving  Duffie  with  two  regiments  at  Fayetteville,  one  at 
Charleston,  and  one  scattered,  with  one  battery.  I  think  if  you 
were  here  a  good  move  on  Gauley  and  Charleston  could  be  made. 
May  not  the  enemy  have  pushed  forces  to  Rosecrans  and  made  this 
move  on  Williams  to  cover  them  ? 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


KiNSTON, 

October  18,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond : 
New  Berne  was  re-enforced  by  from  1,000  to  2,000  men,  13th. 
Steamers  left  New  Berne  on  the  13th  with  re-enforcements,  excepting 
one  regiment,  and  with  a  part  of  the  original  garrison;  the  avowed 
destination  Fort  Monroe,  the  citizens  thought  for  Weldon.  Five 
more  regiments  were  under  marching  orders  for  Fort  Monroe,  to  leave 
on  the  15th.     General  Ransom  reported  all  quiet  this  morning. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, 

October  18,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

Reliable  information  just  received  by  General  Barton's  scouts  as 
follows  :  The  enemy  were  re-enforced  at  New  Berne  on  the  evening 
of  the  11th,  by  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  seven  companies  of 
cavalry,  the  latter  supposed  to  be  conscripts.  On  the  11th,  Heck- 
man's  brigade,  consisting  of  four  regiments,  left  the  Vicinity  of  New 
Berne,  by  steamer  from  Beaufort ;  destination  said  to  be  Portsmouth 
or  Fort  Monroe.     Do  not  apprehend  any  movement  toward  Kinston. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Staunton,  Va.. 
General  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received.  After  my 
letter  of  tlie  9th,  the  army  moved  against  General  Meade,  -who  re- 
treated rapidly  and  was  forced  to  retire  into  Fairfax  County.  We 
then  returned  to  the  Rapi)ahannock.  The  cavalry  is  still  in  Fau- 
quier County,  and  until  its  withdrawal  I  wish  you  to  continue  to 
scout  toward  the  gaps  of  the  mountains,  to  secure  it  from  any  ad- 
vance in  that  direction.  Your  plan  of  keeping  the  enemy  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  valley  is  approved,  and  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to 
break  up  the  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-Ge7ieral,  Riclimond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and  am 
very  glad  to  find  that  your  exertions  to  sujjply  the  army  have  been 
so  successful.  The  want  of  the  supplies  of  shoes,  clothing,  over- 
coats, and  blankets  is  very  great.  Nothing  but  my  unwillingness 
to  expose  the  men  to  the  hardships  that  would  have  resulted  from 
moving  them  into  Loudoun  in  their  present  condition  induced  me 
to  return  to  the  Rappahannock.  But  I  was  averse  to  marching  them 
over  the  rough  roads  of  that  region,  at  a  season,  too,  when  frosts  are 
certain  and  snows  probable,  unless  they  were  better  provided  to 
encounter  them  without  suffering.  I  should  otherwise  have  endeav- 
ored to  detain  General  Meade  near  the  Potomac,  if  I  could  not  throw 
him  to  the  north  side. 

The  supplies  you- now  have  at  your  disposal  for  this  army  will  be 
most  welcome,  and  I  trust  that  your  exertions  to  increase  them  will 
meet  with  full  success. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

October  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 
General  :  Your  note  announcing  your  victory  over  General  Kil- 
patrick,  by  your  combined  divisions,  has  been  received.  I  congrat- 
ulate you  and  your  officers  and  men  on  this  handsome  success.  The 
plan  was  well  conceived  and  skillfully  executed.  It  is  not  my  design 
for  you  to  advance  or  to  cross  the  Potomac,  but  to  withdraw  on  the 
line  formerly  designated,  when  you  think  it  advantageous  to  do  so. 
I  have  ordered  the  iron  from  the  railroad  for  some  miles  north  of 
the  Rappahannock  to  be  hauled  across  the  river.  I  desire  you,  while 
this  operation  continues,  to  have  a  brigade  near  the  railroad,  with 
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pickets  at  Catlett's,  in  order  to  give  the  working  parties  and  wagons 
notice  of  any  advance  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  to  cover  their 
movements  as  much  as  possible.  Be  sure,  also,  to  send  back,  at 
once,  any  stragglers  from  the  infantry  whom  you  may  find  in  the 
country  north  of  the  Rappahannock. 

.    I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Oeneral. 


Dublin, 

October  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon  : 
Colonel  Jackson  dispatches  General  Echols  that  Averell  is  about 
to  move  in  connection  with  Scammon.  Says  Averell  has  4,000  men. 
One  regiment  already  moving  to  Cheat  Pass ;  Staunton  or  Lewisburg 
his  destination.  As  Scammon  co-operates,  I  think  it  must  be  the 
latter  place.    Send  me  your  orders  immediately. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Note. — Send  above  to  Colonel  McCausland,  excepting  the  last 
sentence.  Substitute,  "Be  on  the  alert  to  guard  against  surprise, 
and  try  to  guard  the  Narrows."    Send  the  earliest  information. 


Dublin, 

October  19,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Dispatch  just  received  from  General  Echols.  He  says  that  Col. 
W.  L.  Jackson  reports  that  General  Averell  about  to  movie  from 
Beverly,  with  5,000  men ;  one  regiment  already  moving  to  Cheat 
Pass.  He  co-operates,  it  is  supposed,  with  Scammon ;  their  destina- 
tion is  Staunton  or  Lewisburg.  Have  forwarded  this  to  General 
Jones  at  Abingdon,  but  deem  it  right  to  inform  you  immediately. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Lewisburg,  via  Union: 
Have  sent  your  dispatch  to  General  Jones.  If  the  enemy  advances 
on  you,  make  the  best  defense  you  can.  Have  forwarded  copy  of 
your  telegram  to  Colonel  McCausland.  Communicate  with  him 
fully.  Will  try  to  get  re-enforcements  for  you,  but  if  compelled 
to  faU  back,  protect  this  line  of  railroad.  If  cut,  the  effect  will  be 
disastrous  to  our  troops  at  Abingdon. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Abingdon,  Va.,  October  20,  1863. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dublin: 

Direct  General  Echols  to  disregard  Scammon  ;  unite  his  command 
with  Col.  W.  L.  Jackson,  and  devote  his  entire  attention  to  General 
Averell.  If  they  can  concentrate  at  Jackson's  old  camp  near  Hun- 
tersville,  it  will  he  the  best  position.  It  is  probably  too  late  for  that. 
Callaghan's  is  the  next  best  place  to  concentrate.  It  is  impossible 
to  give  minute  directions  for  meeting  the  raid  when  it  is  not  known 
at  what  point  it  aims.  Echols  and  Jackson  combined  ought  to  whip 
Averell. 

If  the  force  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  is  as  small  as  McCausland  rep- 
resents, we  have  not  much  to  fear  from  that  quarter.  Direct  Mc- 
Causland to  be  on  the  alert,  and  employ  the  Seventeenth  Cavalry  to 
watch  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  New  River.  They  may  make  a  dem- 
onstration on  Monroe  by  way  of  Pack's  Ferry.  If  so,  McCausland 
can,  I  think,  move  by  Shanklin's  Ferry  in  time  to  stop  them. 

Warn  commanders  of  home  guards  of  Averell's  move,  that  they 
may  be  ready,  but  not  turn  out  until  called.  Keep  me  fully  advised, 
If  Averell  aims  at  the  railroad,  I  will  send  part  of  the  force  from 
here. 

Colonel  Witcher  had  a  spirited  skirmish  yesterday  2  miles  south 
of  ZoUicofifer,  with  enemy's  rear  guard.  Captured  43,  and  left  18 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bottles  the 
only  one  on  our  side  killed. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  20,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  Leioisburg  : 

Nothing  from  you  since  last  night.  The'major-general  command- 
ing directs  that  if  Averell  advances.  Colonel  Jackson  shall  join  his 
forces  with  yours.  He  thinks  the  best  point  to  concentrate  is  at 
Colonel  Jackson's  old  camp,  near  Huntersville.  If  too  late  for  that, 
unite  at  Callaghan's.  Colonel  McCausland  is  directed. to  watch 
Scammon.  You  and  Colonel  Jackson  and  Ferguson  must  turn 
your  attention  entirely  to  General  Averell.  I  have  the  home  guards 
notified  of  this  move,  and  will  call  them  out  if  necessary. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  20,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland,  Princeton: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  hold  your  command  ready 
to  move  as  circumstances  may  require,  at  shortest  notice.     Do  not 
let  the  Seventeenth  [Virginia]  Cavalry  go  any  farther  west.     Have 
you  any  information  corroborating  General  Echols'  dispatch  ? 
By  order : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  20,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Princeton  : 

Scout  this  side  of  New  River  with  the  Seventeenth  [Virginia] 
Cavalry.  General  Echols  must  look  entirely  to  Averell.  Keep  in 
communication  with  General  Echols  and  guard  against  a  demon- 
stration or  movement  by  Pack's  Ferry.  In  that  event  could  you  not 
move  by  Shanklin's  Ferry?    Communicate  any  move  of  Scammon's. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  20,  1863. 
Col.  J.  M.  Wade, 

Christiansburg  : 
Notify  your  men  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  on  short  notice.     General 
Averell  is  reported  advancing.on  Lewisburg  with  5,000  men.     It  is 
believed  that  Scammon  will  co-operate  with  him. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 

Note.— Send  similar  messages  to  Col.  George  P.  Terrill,  Salem; 
Capt.  G.  A.  Wingfield,  Liberty;  Maj.  Joseph  F.  Kent,  Wytheville, 
and  James  McDowell,  at  Fincastle.  Bonsack's  is,  I  think,  the  place 
for  the  latter. 


Abingdon,  October  21,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-General,  Richmond : 

I  am  detained  here  now  for  want  of  shoes.     May  I  ask  that  you 
will  hurry  them  forward?    When  may  I  expect  them? 

■^  SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


Petersburg,  October  21,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond  : 
The  following  has  just  been  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Herbert,  commanding  at  Ivor  Station: 

The  flag-of-truce  boat  has  arrived  at  Suflolt  with  500  persons.    Part  of  them  will 
be  here  to-day. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Moijor-General,  Commanding. 


Petersburg,  October  21,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  :  * 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Herbert : 
Would  like  to  send  down  a  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  sending  wagon  train 
to  bring  up  refugees.  A.HERBERT, 

Commanding. 
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I  have  telegraphed  Herbert  to  send  flag.  The  refugees  are  mostly 
women  and  children. 

Just  received  from  General  Barton : 

Scouts  from  within  enemy's  lines  report  that  Foster's  expedition  has  gone  to 
MobUe. 

From  Colonel  Griffin : 

Enemy  carried  off  from  Perquimans  and  Chowan  Counties  during  the  late  raid 
between  400  and  500  negroes,  mostly  women  and  children.  They  have  returned  to 
New  Berne.    All  quiet  to-day. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Pickett's  Division, 

October  21,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  return  of  division  for  the 
month  of  September.*  Numbers  of  applications  for  the  return  of 
detailed  men  on  work  in  Navy  Department,  &c.,  have  been  sent 
back  disapproved.  I  have  received  every  encouragement  in  believ- 
ing that  many  of,  if  not  all,  these  men  should  be  sent  back.  The 
division  has  not  increased  as  rapidly  as  it  would  have  done  had  the 
exchanges  been  accomplished  and  detailed  men  returned  to  their 
regiments. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsements.] 

October  23,  1863. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 
By  last  return,  September  30,  the  strength  of  this  division  is  as 
follows : 

Effective  total 4, 764 

Total  present 6, 610 

Aggregate  present 6, 022 

Present  and  absent,  total 11, 192 

Present  and  absent,  aggregate 11, 989 

When  filled  according  to  organization,  the  strength  of  the  division 
should  be  about  24,000 — more  than  twice  its  present  strength.  I  rec- 
ommend that  all  detailed  men  now  absent  from  the  command  be 
returned  to  it. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

October  24,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  : 

I  am  endeavoring  to  return  detailed  men  as  far  as  the  interests  of 
the  general  service  will  possibly  allow. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 

*Seep.  765. 
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War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  22,  1863. 
Adjutant-General : 

Information  lias  been  received  that  a  large  number  of  women  and 
children  have  been  landed  at  Suffolk,  by  the  Federal  commander  of 
that  department,  who  are  without  transportation.  Give  an  order  to 
Major-General  Pickett  to  afford  all  proper  assistance  to  them  to 
come  into  our  lines,  and  for  transportation  to  a  reasonable  distance. 
Lieutenant  Foster  may  bear  the  order. 
By  order : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Abingdon,  October  23,  1863. 
General  Braxton  Bragg. 

Missionary  Ridge,  via  Chickamauga: 
Your  telegram  received.     I  will  move  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as 
practicable,  which  will  be  in  two  or  three  days.     Will  iaform  you 
when  I  move. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

Abingdon,  October  22,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  understand  that  General  Meade  has  fallen  back  to  his  intrenched 
camp,  and  General  Lee  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  If  so,  might 
not  a  few  thousand  of  General  Lee's  infantry  be  sent  here  to  aid  in 
the  effort  to  drive  Burnside  from  East  Tennessee  ?  They  are  greatly 
needed. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

October  22,  1563. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  The  views  expressed  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  are  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  major-general  commanding. 
The  directions  given  to  Colonel  McCausland  were  based  tipon  the 
representation  made  in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  the 
Kanawha,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  supposed  he  would  be  able 
to  check  such  a  move  on  the  part  of  General  Scammon  as  you  sug- 
gest. The  general  commanding  did  not  intend  to  designate  the  two 
points  indicated  for  concentration  in  the  way  of  an  order,  as  he  is 
too  far  off  to  know  exactly  the  situation  of  affairs.  Of  course  he 
expects  you  to  exercise  your  best  judgment  and  dispose  your  forces 
so  as  to  best  protect  this  line  of  railroad.  Hunters ville  and  Cal- 
laghan's  were  designated  as  the  points  which  in  his  opinion  were  best 
for  concentration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  23,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 
As  soon  as  your  dispatch  with  reference  to  Averell's  movement 
reached  me,  I  directed  General  Imboden,  whom  I  had  ordered  to  the 
lower  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  when  this  army  crossed  the  Rap- 
idan,  to  return  toward  Staunton,  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  truth  of 
the  report,  and  be  prepared  to  meet  Averell's  advance.  I  think  there 
are  enough  troops  in  Western  Virginia,  if  properly  managed,  not 
only  to  resist  all  attacks  of  the  enemy,  but  to  drive  them  farther  from 
our  present  positions.  The  retreating  before  every  advance  of  the 
enemy  upon  the  Tennessee  Railroad,  I  fear  will  entail  upon  us  heavy 
loss,  and  the  assaults  of  such  troops  as  they  have  in  that  region,  home 
guards  and  cavalry,  could,  by  proper  dispositions,  be  easily  repulsed. 
I  hope  you  will  cause  to  be  investigated  the  truth  of  the  report 
which  you  mention  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  being  in  York  River,  as 
another  attack  upon  our  railroad  from  that  quarter  may  be  in  con- 
templation. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  future  movements  of  General 
Meade's  army.  Our  scouts  report  that  bridge  timber  and  cross-ties 
have  been  brought  forward  to  Broad  Run,  and  that  a  portion  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  had  advanced  as  far  as  Catlett's  Station  on  the 
railway.  It  is  also  stated  that  his  cavalry  is  in  Warrenton,  and  a 
portion  of  his  infantry  on  the  turnpike  leading  from  that  place  to 
Centreville.  It  may  be  his  intention  to  advance  to  Warrenton  and 
bring  his  supplies  to  that  point  by  the  turnpike  until  the  railroad  is 
reconstructed.  Our  scouts  on  the  Potomac  still  report  transports 
with  troops  ascending  that  river.  A  steamer  passed  up  on  the  13th 
instant  laden  with  troops,  estimated  at  600,  and  on  the  17th,  two 
large  ocean  steamers  passed  up,  estimated  to  contain  1,200.  I  see  it 
stated  in  the  Northern  papers  that  all  the  volunteers  in-  the  State  of 
New  York  have  been  ordered  to  Washington.  They  are,  therefore, 
strengthening  themselves  on  that  front. 

I  hope  you  will  endeavor  to  provide  the  army  with  shoes,  clothing, 
and  blankets,  for  the  season  is  approaching  when  the  want  of  these 
articles  will  entail  great  suffering,  and  sickness  on  the  troops,  and 
incapacitate  them  for  military  movements. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  xi,  LSS, 
General. 

Hdqrs.  Cav.  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  23,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  Eighth  and  Four- 
teenth Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry,  lately  ordered  to  this  command, 
which  order  was  temporarily  suspended,  be  now  ordered  to  proceed 
to  join  in  compliance  with  the  original  order.  My  cavalry  force  has 
been  always  inadequate  in  number  to  the  work  to  be  performed, 
and  none  can  be  better  spared  to  augment  it  than  the  regiments 
designated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major-General. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  23,  1803. 
Respectfully  forwarded  and  recommended  ;  but  I  fear  that  as  soon 
as  the  order  is  issued  it  will  give  rise  to  a  report  of  an  advance  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  operation  of  the  order  be  again  suspended. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  25,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Abingdon: 
Send  the  Sixtieth  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry  to  Wytheville  with- 
out delay.  I  would  like  it  to  start  at  night  so  as  to  attract  as  little 
attention  as  possible.  A  force  of  cavalry  with  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery is  moving  from  below  Charleston  on  the  Kanawha  toward 
Logan  Court-House;  will  probably  strike  at  the  railroad  or  salt- 
works. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  25,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

A  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  reported  passing  up  Coa. 
River  toward  Wyoming  Court-House,  with  three  pieces  of  artilleryl 
It  is  supposed  they  are  moving  to  Logan  Court-House  after  Colonel 
Beckley,  and  thence  into  Tazewell,  or  else  to  the  rear  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Causland.  The  commanding-general  directs  you  to  have  your  forces 
ready  for  any  movement  that  circumstances  may  require,  and  to  for- 
ward the  inclosed  dispatch*  to  Colonel  Bowen  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  of  above  sent  to  Major-General  Ransom  and  Col.  H.  S. 
Bowen.) 


Dublin,  October  25,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  French, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  proceed 
with  your  command  to  Abb's  Valley  without  delay,  to  repel  a 
reported  advance  of  the  enemy.  You  will  go  by  the  shortest  route, 
and  report  your  move  to  Colonel  McCausland  immediately.  He 
further  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  has  received  information  of  many 
depredations  having  been  committed  by  your  men  between  Crab 

*  Not  found. 
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Orcluiid  and  Greenbrier.  He  does  not  know  the  truth  of  these 
charges,  but  directs  that  you  will  take  such  steps  as  will  prevent  a 
repetition  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

October  26,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
instant. 

Our  i^ickets  are  now  below  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad, 
and  the  enemy  is  altogether  west  of  it,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 

I  can  arrange  to  give  notice  to  the  working  parties  engaged  in 
removing  the  iron  from  the  Aquia  Creek  road,  but  have  no  doubt 
that  as  soon  as  the  enemy  learn  that  it  is  being  done  they  will  send 
a  larger  force  to  prevent  it  than  I  can  spare  to  meet  them.  Under 
tliese  circumstances,  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
will  serve  as  good  a  purpose  as  the  small  force  I  could  now  spare  to 
protect  the  work.  I  think  it  should  be  undertaken  at  once,  and 
with  energy  and  secrecy.  By  taking  a  few  railroad  trucks  across 
the  river  and  beginning  the  work  at  the  remote  end  of  the  line,  the 
rails  might  be  transported  to  the  river  opposite  Fredericksburg, 
without  risking  our  wagons.  If  a  pontoon  bridge  could  be  thrown 
across  the  river  to  remove  the  iron  as  fast  as  it  is  brought  down,  it 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  work. 

I  desire  to  be  notified  as  soon  as  the  operations  begin,  in  order  that 
I  may  put  our  pickets  and  scoiits  on  the  watch,  to  notify  those 
engaged  of  any  danger  that  may  threaten. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

xl.  F.  LFF, 

General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Engineer  Bureau, 

October  31,  1863. 
Contents  carefully  noted  and  attended  to. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Hdqrs.  Cav.  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  26,  1863. 
Col.    O.   R.    FUNSTEN, 

Eleventh  Virginia   Cavalry: 

Colonel  :  In  relieving  you  from  command  of  the  brigade  to 
which  Brigadier-General  Rosser  has  been  assigned,  I  feel  it  but  just 
that  I  should  give  expression  to  my  high  appreciation  of  your  good 
conduct,  and  the  highly  satisfactory  manner  in  which  you  discharged 
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the  duty  of  brigade  commander.  The  brigade  never  rendered  more 
efficient  service,  or  performed  such  prodigies  of  valor  under  any- 
former  commander,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibited  the  true  char- 
acteristics of  good  patriots  and  true  soldiers,  a  cheerful  endurance 
of  hardship,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 

I  beg  you  to  consider  Capt.  W.  K.  Martin,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, as  included  in  my  commendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major-  General. 

Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Commanding,  &c.,  Abingdon: 
The  shoes  are  on  the  way  ;  will  be  hurried  forward  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. Press  forward  with  the  cavalry  and  two  batteries,  or  more  if 
you  think  proper,  but  press  with  the  cavalry.  If  Williams  asks  for 
leave  of  absence  give  it  to  him,  and  give  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones 
charge  of  all  the  cavalry. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  36,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :;,  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams  desires  to  be  transferred  from 
this  to  sonie  other  department.  He  thinks,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances I  concur  with  him,  that  he  can  serve  with  more  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  cause  in  some  other  de- 
partment than  this.  At  the  request  of  General  Williams,  I  respect- 
fully recommend  and  ask  that  when  he  makes  his  application  to  be 
transferred  you  will  grant  it. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  26,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  telegraphed  you  a  few  days  since  suggesting  that  if,  as 
reported.  General  Lee  had  driven  General  Meade  to  his  intrenched 
camp  at  or  near  Centreville,  and  had  fallen  back  himself  behind  the 
Rappahannock,  a  part  of  his  infantry  might  be  employed  greatly  to 
the  interest  of  the  service  in  East  Tennessee  at  this  time. 

The  cavalry  I  have  will  not,  I  am  afraid,  accomplish  much  unless 
well  supported  by  infantry.  I  need  not  bring  to  your  notice  the  im- 
portance of  driving  the  enemy  from  East  Tennessee.  You  know 
as  well  as  I  do  not  only  the  importance  to  us  of  that  country  from 
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its  geographical  position,  but  from  tlie  supplies  of  subsistence  it  can 
furnish  the  Government. 

While  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what  number  of  troops  General 
Lee  can  spare,  or  if  he  can  with  safety  spare  any  for  this  service,  I 
think  it  proper  to  bring  the  matter  again  to  your  notice,  that  you 
may  take  such  action  on  it  as  you  may  think  proper. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Submitted  to  General  Lee  November  9,  1863.* 


Headquaktees  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  October  26,  1863. 
Col.  B.  H.  Jones, 

Commanding  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment: 
Colonel  :  Your  regiment  has  been  ordered  to  Wytheville,  to  pro- 
tect that  place  against  the  reported  advance  of  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  by  way  of  Coal  River  and  thence  through  Taze- 
well. The  major-general  commanding  thinks  you  had  best  post 
your  command  at  or  near  Walker's  Mountain.  The  enemy  may 
attempt  to  pass  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  McCausland.  Be  on  your 
guard  against  this  move. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Petersburg,  October  27,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Barton,  at  Kins- 
ton,  dated  October  36 : 

Three  steamers,  each  with  a  schoom  r  in  tow,  and  carrying  troops  supposed  to  be 
Third  New  York  Cavahy,  passed  down  Neuse  Eiver  yesterday ;  destination  given 
out  to  be  Portsmoutlj,  Va. 

No  report  from  signal  corps  as  to  their  arrival  at  Portsmouth. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT. 


Richmond,  October  27,  1863. 
Governor  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.   C. : 

The  Ordnance  Bureau  places  at  your  disposal  600  arms  at  Salis- 
bury, all  that  can  be  at  once  conveniently  commiinded  in  that 
direction.  General  Hoke  is  acting  under  General  Lee's  orders,  but 
he  will  be  instructed,  if  not  inconsistent  with  such  orders,  to  co- 
operate with  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

*See  Lee  to  Secretary  of  War,  November  11. 
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War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  October  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Wilmington,  N.  C: 
General  :  Information  has  been  received  by  me  that  the  loss  of 
both  the  Hebe  and  the  Venus  might  have  been  prevented  by  the 
possession  at  Fort  Fisher,  or  on  the  beach  near,  of  one  or  two  more 
guns  of  long  range.  I  would  be  pleased  to  learn  if  this  be  so,  and 
the  character  and  number  of  guns  required,  and  whether,  in  your 
judgment,  their  possession  would  add  materially  to  the  security  of 
vessels  running  tne  blockade. 
Respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  October  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones  : 

General  Lee  has  again  urged  sending  him  the  Eighth  and  Four- 
teenth Virginia  Cavalry.  Can  they  be  spared  from  your  command  ? 
If  so,  send  them. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  October  28,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  In.spector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 
I  cannot  spare  either  the  Eighth  or  Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Cav- 
alry, or  any  other  troops.  The  Eighth  is  on  the  border  of  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  and  the  Fourteenth  in  front  of  Lewisburg,  and  are 
greatly  needed  where  they  are.  If  I  must  send  General  Lee  a  por- 
tion of  niiy  cavalry,  I  beg  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  retain  these  two 
regiments,  which  are  my  best  and  largest. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,   Va.,  October  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  F.  Hoke: 

General:  Governor  Vance  telegraphs  me  that  the  enemy  are 
advancing  from  Tennessee  into  Western  North  Carolina  in  such  force 
that  he  fears  General  Vance,  with  the  home  guards,  will  be  unable 
to  resist  them,  and  asks  that  one  of  your  regiments  be  sent  to  his 
assistance.  I  would  be  pleased,  if  the  instructions  given  you  by 
General  Lee  will  allow,  and  if  more  pressing  claims  upon  your  atten- 
tion do  not  exist,  to  have  your  co-operation  with  the  Governor  in 
repressing  such  disorders  by  moving  a  force  toward  the  point  indi- 
cated. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Special  Oedbrs,  )       Adjt.  asd  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  257.  f  Richmond,  October  29,  1863. 

«  ****** 

III.  Col.  Walter  H.  Stevens,  Engineers,  will  assume  command  of 
artillery  defenses  of  Richmond,  in  addition  to  his  duties  of  chief 
engineer  of  fortifications  of  Department  of  Richmond. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Genercd. 


Special  Orders,  )      Hdqes.  Artillery  Corps,  A.  E".  Va., 

No.  — .  J  October  29,  1863. 

Maj.  James  Reilly,  having  reported  for  duty  with  Major  Haskell's 
battalion  artillery,  under  commission  dated  September  25,  1863,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  that  battalion.  He  will  report  accordingly,  and 
be  obeyed  and  respected  as  a  field  officer  of  the  battalion. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Dublin,  October  29,  1863. 
Col.  J.  GoRGAS,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  requisition*  for  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores.  The  army  is  now  on  the  move  to  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  limited  supply  of  these  stores  has  already  been 
exhausted,  and  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  army 
before  the  march  was  begun,  and  as  they  are  daily  calling  for  more, 
I  earnestly  beg  that  the  requisition  may  be  filled  entire,  that  no  laqk 
of  ordnance  stores  can  be  urged  as  cause  of  failure  of  the  campaign. 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  BOWYER, 
Major,  Chief  Ord.  Officer,  Dept.  W.  Va.  and  E.  Tenn. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  Northern  Va.,  October  30,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

Sir  :  Yoiir  telegram,  directing  a  respite  in  the  cases  of  Privates 
Newton  and  Scroggin,  Forty-first  Virginia  Infantry,  is  received, 
and  the  order  has  been  issued  accordingly.  At  the  same  time  I  beg 
leave  to  express  my  serious  apprehension  of  the  consequences  of  a 
relapse  into  that  lenient  policy  which  our  past  experience  has  shown 
to  be  so  ruinous  to  the  army,  and  in  the  end  so  much  more  cruel  to  the 
men.  Early  in  the  war,  it  was  found  that  stringent  measures  alone 
would  keep  the  army  together.  After  a  few  executions  a  number 
of  men  were  pardoned,  and  the  consequence  was  a  recurrence  of  de- 
sertion tb  a  most  alarming  extent.  A  return  to  a  sterner  discipline 
was  found  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  by  the  executions  that 
have  taken  place  since  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  by 
them  only,  has  a  stop  been  put  to  a  spirit  that  was  rapidly  growing, 
that  seized  eagerly  upon  the  slightest  hope  of  escape  from  the  con- 
sequences of  crime,  and  that  seriously  threatened  the  existence  of 
the  army. 

*Not  found. 
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A  return  to  the  lenient  system  that  formerly  prevailed  will  as- 
suredly be  productive  of  like  results  in  the  future,  and  render  still 
harsher  measures  necessary  hereafter,  if  the  army  id  to  continue  to 
exist.  I  fear  that  pardons,  unless  for  the  best  of  reasons,  will  not 
only  make  all  the  blood  that  has  been  shed  for  the  maintenance  of 
discipline  useless,  but  will  result  in  the  painful  necessity  of  shed- 
ding a  great  deal  more.  I  hope  I  feel  as  acutely  as  any  one  the  pain 
and  sorrow  that  such  events  occasion,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  one 
would  more  willingly  dispense  with  them  if  they  could  be  avoided, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  the  only  way  to  prevent  them  is  to  visit  the 
offense,  when  committed,  with  the  sternest  punishment,  and  leave 
the  offender  without  hope  of  escape,  by  making  the  penalty  inevita- 
ble. It  must  be  remembered  that  the  pimishment  of  death  for  de- 
sertion is  inflicted  almost  exclusively  for  the  warning  of  others,  and 
no  one  without  experience  can  conceive  how  readily  the  slightest 
prospect  of  escape  is  embraced. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  subject  strongly  to  your  atten- 
tion, as  I  am  satisfied  that  in  it,  more  than  in  any  other,  is  involved 
the  strength  and  efliciency  of  the  army  and  its  ability  to  cope  with 
the  enemy.  And  I  am  further  convinced  that  in  a  strict  adherence 
to  a  stern  discipline  will  be  found  the  only  means  of  avoiding  the 
recurrence  of  these  sad  occasions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LE£j. 


Abingdon,  October  30,  1863. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Chickainauga  : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  My  cavalry  is  on  the  Wa- 
tauga and  Holston,  from  Carter's  Station  to  Kingsport.  Infantry 
moving  to  the  same  line.  I  cannot  move  my  infantry  beyond  the 
Holston.  Will  use  cavalry  to  make  raids  and,  if  practicable,  collect 
cattle  and  hogs.  It  is  important  that  there  should  be  additional 
force  on  this  end  of  the  line.  I  have  asked  for  it  repeatedly.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  enemy  this  side  of  Jonesborough. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Abingdon,  October  30,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  received  day  before  yesterday,  at  Dublin,  a  telegram 
from  you,  informing  me  that  General  Lee  was  again  calling  for  the 
Eighth  and  Fourteenth  Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  directing 
me  to  send  them  to  him  if  I  could  spare  them.  I  immediately  re- 
plied by  telegraph  that  I  could  not  spare  these  regiments,  or  any 
other  troops. 

Since  the  withdrawal  of  Major-General  Buckner's  troops  from 
Southwestern  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  and  the  evacuation  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  my  line  has  been  greatly  extended,  and  this  part 
of  it,  in  particular,  much  more  exposed  than  it  has  been  at  any  time 
since  the  war  began.  While  the  enemy  holds  Cumberland  Gap  and 
East  Tennessee  this  section  of  country  is  open  to  invasion,  and  the 
salt-works  and  lead  mines  alone,  which  are  so  essential  to  us,  offer 
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to  tlie  enemy  the  strongest  inducement  to  attempt  the  invasion  in 
large  force. '  Of  course,  it  is  for  the  War  Department  to  designate 
the  points  at  which  troops  are  needed,  and  to  order  them  there.  But 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  strongly  to  the  Department  my  convic- 
tion that  no  troops  can  be  withdrawn  from  this  department  without 
running  great  risk  of  losing  for  a  time  this  section  of  country,  in- 
cluding the  salt-works  and  lead  mines. 

So  far  from  being  able  to  spare  any  part  of  my  command,  I  think 
an  additional  force  should  be  sent  here,  and  have  so  stated  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  General  Lee.  I  hope  they  will  concur  with  me  and 
send  the  force.  General  Bragg  has  pressed  the  enemy  from  Loudon 
back  upon  Knoxville.  If  an  additional  force  were  placed  upon  this 
end  of  the  line,  he  might  be  so  pressed  as  to  draw  him  out  of  East 
Tennessee,  either  by  force  or  by  so  stripping  the  country  of  supplies 
as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  winter  his  troops  in  that  country. 

The  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  is  now  in  East  Tennessee,  and  the 
Fourteenth  in  front  of  Lewisburg. .  To  reach  General  Lee's  army, 
the  Eighth  Eegiment  would  have  to  march  300  miles  or  more.  It 
probably  would  not  be  fit  for  service  for  a  week  or  two  after  so  long 
a  march,  and  thus  its  services  would  be  lost  during  all  the  month  of 
November.  This  I  think  an  additional  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
moved  from  here  at  this  time. 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  Major-General  Stuart  should  have 
designated  the  two  best  cavalry  regiments  in  my  command,  and  ask 
that  those  particular  regiments  be  taken  from  me  and  given  to  him. 
If  he  needed  a  part  of  my  cavalry,  it  would,  I  think,  have  been  more 
in  accordance  with  military  usage  and  courtesy  to  have  specified  the 
number  and  left  me  to  designate  the  troops. 

I  sent  the  greater  part  of  my  cavalry  to  General  Stuart  last  spring. 
It  has  been  recently  returned  to  me  reduced  far  beyond  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  casualties  of  a  campaign,  and  the  greater 
part  of  that  returned  to  me  was  in  wretched  condition,  and  much  of 
it  is  not  yet  fit  for  service.  I  do  not  wish  the  Eighth  and  Fourteenth 
Regiments  to  share  the  same  fate,  and  must,  therefore,  most  respect- 
fully urge  that  the  order  assigningthem  to  General  Stuart  be  revoked. 
With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

NOVEMBEK   2,    1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Lee. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  of  opinion  that  if  it  become;;  absolutely 
necessary  to  withdraw  any  cavalry  from  Major-General  Jones'  com- 
mand, it  would  be  better  to  take  any  than  the  regiments  already 
called  for  by  General  Stuart. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  ■ 


Richmond,  October  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Wilmington,  N.  C: 

There  is  no  cavalry  force  here  to  send  you,  and  I  know  not  where 
it  is  to  be  had  from  any  quarter. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. . 
General  :  Your  telegram  is  received.  I  wisli  to  put  you  on  your 
guard  against  the  mischief  that  may  result  from  sending  dispatches 
containing  information  as  to  the  number  and  position  of  our  troops, 
unless  they  be  put  in  cipher.  Whenever  such  matters  cannot  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  letter,  -which  is  always  preferable  when  possi- 
ble, they  should  be  sent  by  telegraph  in  cipher,  as  facts  have  before 
this  found  their  way  to  the  public,  and  of  course  to  the  enemy,  under 
such  circumstances  as  to  induce  me  to  abstain  from  sending  open 
telegrams  about  things  that  ought  not  to  be  known.  I  advise  you 
to  pursue  this  course.  You  can  order  the  troops  from  Hanover 
Jimction  to  you,  as  soon  as  you  see  proper,  giving  me  notice  when 
you  do. 

If  it  be  true  that  all  of  General  Foster's  troops  are  being  with- 
drawn from  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  the  forces  that  have  been 
opposing  them  can  also  be  withdrawn,  and  if  you  ascertain  the  fact 
satisfactorily,  you  can  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  order  up 
the  disposable  troops  from  North  Carolina,  including  such  as  can  be 
spared  from  Wilmington,  who  will  no  longer  be  of  service  there 
after  the  enemy  has  withdrawn,  excepting  a  sufficient  guard  to  pre- 
vent raids  by  small  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  Colonel  Willis  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  with  two 
regiments  of  infantry  to  scour  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Page, 
Madison,  and  Greene  for  deserters.  I  desire  you  to  send  a  squadron 
of  cavalry  to  report  to  him  at  Rixeyville,  where  he  will  probably 
arrive  Monday  evening.  I  also  wish  you  to  send  him  guides 
acquainted  with  the  counties  named,  if  you  have  them,  selecting 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  who  can  aid  him  in 
finding  the  haunts  of  deserters  or  put  him  in  communication  with 
those  who  can.  Please  direct  General  Rosser,  or  whoever  commands 
the  cavalry  near  the  scene  of  his  operations,  to  notify  Colonel  Willis 
of  any  danger,  and  should  he  call  for  any  cavalry  besides  the  squad- 
ron, to  furnish  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  J-iEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Abingdon,  October  31,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  was  at  Jonesborough,  Tenn. ,  yester- 
day with  a  part  of  my  cavalry.  He  thinks  the  enemy  has  fallen  back 
to  Bull's  Gap.     General  Bragg  informs  me  by  telegraph,  dated  day 
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before  yesterday,  that  tlie  enemy  had  been  driven  from  Loudon 
back  to  Knoxville.  My  cavalry  is  now  beyond  the  Holston.  My 
infantry  will  occupy  the  line  of  the  Holston  from  ZoUicoff er  toward 
Kingsport  to-morrow.  I  cannot  move  the  small  force  of  infantry  I  now 
have  so  far  into  East  Tennessee  as  to  uncover  this  section  of  country 
and  the  salt-works  and  lead  mines.  The  enemy's  force  in  my  front 
is  chiefly  cavalry  or  mounted  infantry.  They  have  guides  who  know 
the  country  well,  and  if  the  enemy  is  enterprising  and  active,  they 
may  do  us  much  damage  while  my  force  occupies  the  line  it  will  oc- 
cupy to-morrow.  The  damage  done  in  my  rear  while  I  was  at  Zolli- 
coffer  warns  me  of  what  may  be  done  while  I  occupy  the  position  I 
have  taken. 

With  a  few  thousand  additional  infantry,  I  think  I  could  do  much 
toward  driving  the  enemy  from  East  Tennessee;  but  while  my  force 
is  so  small  as  it  is  at  present,  I  cannot  thrust  it  far  into  East  Tennes- 
see without  exposing  this  section  of  country,  which  it  seems  to  me 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  hold.  So  far  from  receiv- 
ing any  of  the  re-enforcements  I  have  asked  for,  I  received  a  tele- 
gram from  General  Cooper,  day  before  yesterday,  informing  me  that 
General  Lee  had  again  called  for  my  two  best  regiments  of  cavalry, 
and  directing  me  to  send  them  if  I  could  spare  them.  I  have  not  sent 
them,  and  shall  not  without  a  more  positive  order,  and  I  trust  that 
the  order  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  those  two  regiments  (the  Eighth 
and  Fourteenth  Virginia  Cavalry)  to  General  Lee's  army  may  be 
revoked. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Abingdon,  October  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General  :  Your  note  this  morning  is  very  satisfactory.  You 
wrote  apparently  in  haste,  and  I  could  not  decipher  all  of  it,  but 
enough  to  show  that  the  enemy  is  falling  back.  If  I  could  get  a  few 
thousand  additional  infantry  now,  I  think  we  coiild  press  General 
Burnside  out  of  East  Tennessee.  With  our  present  force,  however, 
we  may  do  much.  Push  the  cavalry  well  to  the  front  and  right.  Do 
not  allow  the  infantry  to  go  beyond  the  -Holston.  Keep  a  strong 
cavalry  picket  at  or  near  Kingsport  to  prevent  a  cavalry  raid  by  our 
right  without  our  knowing  it.  I  have  directed  Brigadier-General 
Williams  to  be  relieved.  Place  all  the  cavalry  under  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
E.  Jones.  Williams  has  had  time  enough  to  make  up  his  mind  to 
stand  a  trial  or  not,  as  he  thinks  best.  Let  me  know  where  you  will 
encamp  to-morrow  night.  If  I  can  get  through  with  a  mass  of  paper 
business  here,  I  will  try  to  go  to  your  headquarters.  Nothing  new 
to-day  that  I  have  heard. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

SAM.  j;ONES, 
Major- General. 

P.  S. — Get  from  General  W.  E.  Jones  all  the  information  you  can 
as  to  the  extent  of  damage  done  the  railroad,  if  any,  south  of  Car- 
ter's Station. 
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Abstract  frovi  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1863 ;  headquarters 
Brandy  Station,  Va. 
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Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) : 

gtalT                                                               

19 

486 
530 
600 

19 
6,969 
0,248 
8,555 

28 
11,702 
11,485 
14,859 

5,44f) 
4,S>0 
6,802 

5,445 
4,850 
6,802 

Total 

1,635 

17,097 

17,097 

21,782 

38,069 

Tbird  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) : 

17 
513 
425 
506 

17 
7,421 
6,395 
6,993 

18 
12,016 
10,897 
11.268 

5,8% 
5,044 
5,593 

5,896 
5,044 
5,593 

Total  

1,461 

16,533 

16,533 

20,826 

34,799 

Cavalry  Corps  (Stuart) : 
Staff 

13 

S61 

301 

4 

13 
4,622 
5,048 

90 

15 

8,789 

8,847 

135 

3,731 

4,108 

78 

3,731 

4,108 

78 

6 

5 

3 

Total 

588 

7,917 

7,917 

9,767 

17,786 

14 

Artillery  (Pendleton) : 

81 
93 
23 

1,566 

2,048 

453 

1,566 

2,048 

453 

1,898 

2,449 

516 

2,634 

3,217 

674 

79 

80 

15 

Total 

197 

4,067 

4,067 

4,863 

6,525 

174 

Grand  total       

3,888 

15,614 

45,614 

57,251 

97,193 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Oen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C,  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Hunton's  brigade 

Kemper's  brigade  (Terry) 

Cavalry 

Cliaffin's  Farm  a 

Chaffln's  BlufE 

Drewry's  Bluff 

Richmond  defenses  6 

Total 
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353 


9.58 
3,193 
513 
286 
310 
278 
1,464 


4,936 


948 
1,179 
539 
828 
388 
372 
1,706 


5,354 


10 

1,307 

1,8.^1 

778 

276 

443 

459 

1,948 


7,052 


a* 


11 

2,  .559 

3,241 

1,149 

315 

568 

508 

2,206 


10,545 


a  Artillery  sei-ving  with  Hunton's  brigade.  j  ^  ^  ,  „  m 

6  Col.  Walter  H.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Engineers,  assigned  to  command  October  29. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Maj. 
Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  O.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31,  1863;  headquarters 
Dublin  Depot,  Va. 


Present  for 
duty. 
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General  staff 
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Dublin,  Va. 

Ransom's  division : 

Staff 

7 
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52 
103 

139 
20 

1,299 
1,071 

398 
1,699 
1,528 

4.11 

7 
1,817 

1,438 

1,M9 

2,644 

2,610 

566 

1,844 
1,438 
1,049 

Corse's  brigade,  in- 
fantry. 

Wharton's   brigade, 
infantry. 

Jackson's     brigade, 
infantry. 

Jones'  brigade,  cav- 
alry. 

Williams'     brigade, 
cavalry. 

King's  battalion,  ar- 
tiner3-. 

1,092 

004 

309 

1,480 

1,2.53 

386 

1,092 

901 

309 

1,480 

1,253 

38C 

20 

Total 

461 

5,424 

5,424 

6,443 

10,031 

4,338 

20 

Unattached: 

Echols'  brigade,  in- 
fantry . 

McCausland's      bri- 
gade, infantry. 

Jenkins'  briga£le,cav- 
alry. 

COth  Virginia  Infan- 
try. 

45th  Virginia  Infan- 
try. 

Three  companies  of 
artillery. 

Company  of  engineer 
troops. 

92 

3r 

22 

1,306 
09.2 
293 

1,300 
092 
293 

1,558 
814 
348 

2,225 
931 

1,756 
755 
897 
378 
73 

2,158 
916 

63d  Virginia  not  in- 
cluded in  abstract. 

755 

897 

380 

C4 

15 

] 

[Detached  from  their 
1  respective  brigades. 

U 

4 

806 
54 

200 
54 

230 
58 

Total 

160 

2,15.51 

2,651 

3,008 

7,015 

5,170 

15 

Grand  total  a 

647 

7,975 

7,975 

9,471 

17,067 

9,528 

35 

a  See  also  Jones  to  Cooper,  November  6. 


Organisation  of  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31, 
1863. 

ransom's  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  jr. 

Corse's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Corse. 

15th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Morrison. 
29th  Virginia,  Col.  Janies  Giles. 
30th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  0 '.  Harrison. 

Jackson's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Jackson. 

Thomas'  (North  Carolina)  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Love. 
Walker's  (North  Carolina)  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  A.  McKamy. 
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Wharton's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton. 

30th  Virginia  Battalion  Sharpshooters,  Ldeut.  Col.  J.  Lyle  Clarke. 
45th  Virginia,*  Col.  William  H.  Browne. 
51st  Virginia,  Col.  Aug.  Forsberg. 


Jones'  Cavalry  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones. 

8th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  M.  Corns. 

21st  Virginia,  Col.  W.  E.  Peters. 

27th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  H. 
A.  Edniundson. 

34th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  V. 
A.  Witcher. 

36th  Virginia  Battalion,  Capt.  C.  T. 
Smith. 

37th  Virginia  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  R.  Clai- 
borne. 


Williams'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams. 

16th  Georgia    Battalion,     Maj.    E.    Y. 

Clarke 
4th  Kentucky,  Col.  H.  L.  Giltner. 
10th  Kentucky    Battalion,    Maj.    J.   T. 

Chenoweth. 
May's  (Kentucky)  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  Trimble. 
1st  Tennessee,  Col.  J.  E.  Carter. 
64th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  Slemp. 


Jenkins'  Cavalry  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  G.  Jenkins. 

14th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Cochran. 
16th  Virginia,  Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson. 
17th  Virginia,  Col.  William  H.  French. 

Artillery  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  King. 

Otey  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  D.  N.  Walker. 
Ringgold  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  C.  Dickenson. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  G.  S.  Davidson. 
Virginia  Batteiy,  Capt.  W.  M.  Lowry. 


INDEPENDENT  BRIGADES. 


Echols'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols. 

22d    Vii-ginia,  Col.  George  S.  Patton. 
23d    Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  C. 

Derrick. 
26th  Virginia    Battahon,      Lieut.     Col. 

Gieorge  M.  Edgar. 


McCausland's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McCausland. 

36th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  R.  Linkons. 
60th  Virginia,*  Col.  B.  H.  Jones. 
63d   Virginia,  Col.  J.  J.  McMahon.f 


UNATTACHED. 


3d  C.  S.  Engineers,  Company  E,  Capt. 

William  T.  Hart. 
Botetourt    (Virginia)    Artillery,^    Capt. 

Henry  C.  Douthat. 
Levi  (Vir^nia)  Battery,  Capt.  John  T. 

Levi.J 
McClung's  (Tennessee)  Battery,  Cajit.  H. 

L.  W.  McClung.t 


Rhett  (Tennessee)  Artillery,  Capt.  Will- 
iam H.  Burroughs. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Bry- 
an. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  G.  B.  Chapman. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  TlioiiiasE.  Jaok- 


*  Detached. 

t  Serving  under  General  Buckner  since  August  lust. 

t  Reported  on  return  as  having  no  guns. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Cape  Fear  and  Defenses  of  Wilmington, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31,  1863 ; 
headquarters  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


Present  for 
duty. 
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Command. 

1 

o 

1 

1 
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General  staff 

9 
100 
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1,729 
104 
78 
33fi 
1,829 
.500 

31 
1,880 
99 
80 
370 
2,321 
524 

48 
2,143 
119 
94 
4.31 
2,889 
577 

62 
2,852 
151 
101 
.'552 
3,616 
740 

6]  St  North  Carolina  (two  companies) 

2d  C.  S.  Engineers,  Company  A 

Cavalry 

Heavy  artillery 

132 

Light  artillery    .   . . 

30 

Total 

255 

4,000 

6,201 

6,251 

8,074 

133 

m 

Organizaiion  of  troops  in  the  District  of  Gape  Fear  and  Defenses 
of  Wilminqton,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  G.  Whiting,  G.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding, October  31,  1863. 


Martin's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Mabtin. 

42d   North  Carolina,  Col.  G.  C.  Gibbs. 
50th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  A.  Washing- 
ton. 
61st  North  Carolina  (two  companies). 
66th  North  Carolina,  Col.  A.  D.  Moore. 

Cavalry. 

Col.  George  Jackson. 

5th  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
5th  South  Carohna  (two  companies). 
7th  South  Carohna  (three  companies). 


Light  Artillery. 

3d  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Maj.  John 

W.  Moore. 
Adams'  (North  Carolina)  Battery,  Capt. 

Z.  T.  Adams. 
Paris'  (Virginia)    Battery,   Capt.   A.  B. 

Paris. 
Southerland's  (North  Carolina)  Battery, 

Capt.  T.  J.  Southerland. 

Heavy  Artillery.* 

Fort  Caswell,  Col.  T.  M.  Jones. 

Fort  Fisher,  Col.  Wilham  Lamb. 

Fort  Pender.       ) 

Fort  Anderson.  >•  Col.  J.  J.  Hedrick. 

Fort  Holmes.      ) 

Wilmington,  Col.  G.  A.  Cimningham. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  2,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  by  Capt. 
George  W.  Stump. 

I  think  it  very  important,  in  the  quiescent  state  of  affairs  in  your 
department,  to  endeavor  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Hardy  and  Hamp- 
shire Counties,  and  break  up  his  position  at  Romney  and  Peters- 
burg ;  but  I  am  unable,  at  this  time,  to  detach  any  portion  of  this 
armj^  to  your  assistance.  The  enemy  is  reported  to  be  again  ad- 
vancing toward  the  Eappahannock,  and,  until  I  can  discover  his 
intentions,  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  diminish  my  present  force. 

*  Troops  not  indicated  on  original. 
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But  should  an  opportunity  offer  of  re-enforcing  j'^ou,  I  should  be 
glad  to  do  so.  In  the  meantime,  I  hope  you  will  take  advantage  of 
every  occasion  to  annoy  and  harass  the  enemy,  even  if  you  cannot 
drive  him  north  of  the  Potomac. 

I  would  not  recommend  an  attack  on  Eomney  or  Petersburg,  if 
they  are  so  strongly  fortified  as  you  suppose,  but  suggest  that  you 
endeavor  to  draw  the  enemy  out,  by  either  attacking  his  line  of 
comraimication,  or  some  point  on  the  railroad  which  will  necessitate 
his  moving  against  yoii.  A  thousand  bold  men,  which  you  say  you 
can  mount,  can  accomplish  a  great  deal  by  the  promptness  of  their 
movements. 

I  will  write  to  General  Sam.  Jones  to  see  if  the  operations  in  his 
department  will  enable  him  to  re-enforce  you ;  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
make  a  demonstration  upon  the  enemy  to  prevent  his  concentrating 
upon  you. 

Your  late  exploit  at  Charlestown  gives  me  great  reason  to  hope 
that  you  v,'ill  be  able,  before  the  approach  of  winter,  to  deal  another 
serious  blow  upon  the  enemy  at  some  point  of  his  line.  I  hope,  at 
any  rate,  you  will  be  able  to  get  out  all  the  cattle,  hogs,  and  horses 
that  can  be  made  available  for  our  use. 

It  will  be  very  advantageous  to  get  out. the  flour  you  propose  from 
Frederick,  and  the  wheat  from  Clarke,  if  possible ;  but  at  this  time 
I  can  do  nothing  to  aid  you. 

In  a  conversation  with  Captain  Stump,  he  thinks  great  damage 
can  be  done  to  the  transportation  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road by  the  operations  of  a  party  of  picked  men  constantly  hovering 
along  its  line  and  watching  their  opportunity. 

I  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  much  could  be  done  in  this  way, 
but  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  raising  such  a  force.  If  you  think 
it  feasible,  detachments  might  be  made  temporarily  from  your  com- 
panies, under  Captain  Stump,  and  the  practicability  of  the  plan 
tested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.  £j.  LiEiSj, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,*  and 
regret  that  I  cannot  at  this  time  spare  any  troops  from  this  army  to 
re-enforce  you.  General  Meade  is  again  advancing  on  this  line, 
repairing  the  railroad  as  he  moves  forward. 

1  had  desired  to  take  advantage  of  any  lull  in  his  operations  and 
the  good  weather  of  this  fall  to  drive  General  Kelley's  forces  out  of 
Hardy  and  Hampshire,  and  make  another  atteinpt  to  interrupt  trans- 
portation on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  but  in  the  present 
condition  of  affairs,  I  am  unable  to  re-enforce  General  Imboden,  who 
thinks  himself  too  weak  to  accomplish  it. 

Your  movement  upon  East  Tennessee  may  attract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  in  Northwestern  Virginia,  so  as  to  prevent  a  combina- 
tion of  his  forces  upon  General  Imboden.     I  hope  you  will  be  able 

*See  Jones  to  Seddon.  October  32. 
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to  occupy  KnoxVille.  It  is  the  best  manner  of  securing  the  line  of 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  and  preventing  the  constant 
and  annoying  demonstrations  against  you,  and  I  suggest  that  you 
unite  your  whole  force,  leaving  out  only  detachments  to  observe 
the  enemy  and  keep  up  appearances,  while  you  strike  rapid  and 
strong  blows  upon  the  force  in  Tennessee.  Should  you  not  be  able 
to  do  this,  a  movement  upon  Northwestern  Virginia,  combined  with 
a  movement  of  Imboden  upon  the  railroad,  might  enable  both  de- 
tachments to  injure  the  enemy. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  I  believe  there  is  little  probability  of  the 
threatened  movement  of  Averell  from  Beverly,  of  which  you  advise 
me,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  an  advance  will  be  made 
by  him  in  that  direction  this  fall. 

It  behooves  us  to  be  active,  to  give  the  enemy  no  rest,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  re-enforcing  his  army  about  Chattanooga,  which  now  seems 
to  be  the  important  point  of  his  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV,  £,  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Commanding,  &c. . 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  with  reference  to  the 
inspection  report  of  the  batteries  in  your  command,  is  received. 

I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  under  which  those  batteries  labor, 
and  am  disposed  to  make  proper  allowances  for  them.  The  matters 
which  I  mentioned  in  my  letter,  however,  are  such  as  require  only 
a  due  degree  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  officers.  As  far  as 
grease  for  the  harness  is  concerned,  all  that  is  used  in  the  artillery 
is  made  in  the  same  way  as  that  you  refer  to,  and  as  it  is  impossible 
in  our  condition  to  have  all  the  facilities  and  means  that  we  would 
desire,  it  is  necessary  to  exert  increased  effort  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies, and  render  available  such  as  we  have.  We  are  compelled 
to  depend  upon  the  resources  of  our  officers  and  men  in  making 
the  most  of  what  we  have,  and  not  to  wait  until  we  get  what  we 
would  prefer.  The  subject  of  greasing  the  harness  was  not  men- 
tioned in  the  report.  I  only  referred  to  its  being  dirty  and  suffered 
to  lie  on  the  ground  for  want  of  proper  racks.  This  can  be  easily 
remedied. 

In  the  case  of  Chew's  battery,  the  report  does  not  mean  that  it  has 
not  changed  camp  in  eight  days,  but  only  that  it  has  not  been  on 
the  march  or  in  action  during  that  time,  so  that  it  has  had  oppor- 
tunity to  wash  and  clean  the  guns  and  equipments. 

The  report  of  General  Chilton  was  a  simple  statement  of  facts, 
and  as  I  have  extracted  all  that  require  your  attention,  I  see  no 
good  that  would  result  from  departing  from  usages  in  such  matters 
by  sending  you  a  copy.  I  know  that  you  and  the  officers  of  your 
artillery  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  correct  these  evils,  and  it  was 
only  with  that  view  that  they  were  brought  to  your  attention. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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War  Department,  0.  S., 
Richmond,  Va. ,  November  2,  1863. 
General  Samuel,  Jones, 

Abingdon,  Va.: 

There  are  indications  of  enemy  threatening  a  raid  upon  tlie 
Peninsula  in  formidaMe  force.  Do  your  plans  allow  the  return  of 
Corse's  brigade  ?    If  so,  hold  it  ready  to  move  on  order. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Abingdon, 

November  2,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 
Your  telegram  received.     I  shall  not  move  Corse's  brigade  or  any 
other  infantry  beyond  the  Holston,  unless  I  receive  re-enforcements. 
It  can  be  sent  to  you  whenever  you  order  it,  but  not  without  serious 
danger  to  this  section  of  country. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  261.  )  Richmond,  November  3,  1863. 

******* 

XXI.  Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. ,  having 
reported  for  duty,  will  proceed  via  Charlottesville  to  the  headquar- 
ters Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  report  to  General  Robert  E. 

Lee,  commanding. 

*  *  ***** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon  : 

Following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Enemy  reported  to  be  moving  toward  Lewisburg,  by  way  of  Huntersville.  Gen- 
eral Imboden  has  been  directed  to  follow  them,  communicating  with  you,  and  in 
concert  to  strike  them.  Forces  said  to  be  from  5,000  to  7,000— cavahry,  artillery, 
and  infantry.  _    ^    ^  -r-,^ 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  have  sent  General  Echols'  dispatch  to  Colonel  McCausland,  and 
directed  both  of  them  to  keep  communications  open.  Have  notified 
the  home  guards  to  be  in  readiness. 

-  ^  C.  S.  S.     [STRINGFELLOW.] 
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Petersburg, 

November  3,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Maj.  E.  Burroughs,  of  guerrillas,  reports  enemy  crossing  the  Sound  to  Elizabeth 
City  in  force — infantry,  artUlery,  and  cavalry ;  marching  from  thence  to  Float 
Bridge  and  crossing  into  Camden  County,  on  supposed  route  to  Norfolk.  Float 
Bridge  is  on  the  Pasquotank  River.  All  quiet  in  my  front.  Enemy's  cavalry  4 
miles  below  Suffolk,  albout  200  strong.     Some  armed  negroes  1  mile  below  them. 

The  above  is  from  Franklin,  and  signed  "Joel  R.  Grifi&n,  colonel, 
commanding." 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  Naoember  3,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Michmond: 
Sir  :  Captain  McKinney,  the  chief  commissary  here,  has  received 
an  order  from  the  Commissary-General  to  issue  only  one-third  of  a 
pound  of  meat  to  negro  laborers.  The  labor  here  is  very  severe  and 
exhausting,  the  more  so  that  I  am  but  scantily  supplied  with  ne- 
groes. It  is,  however,  absolutely  necessary  to  us  and  very  pressing. 
It  is  with  great  difficulty  I  can  procure  sufficient  force  or  retain  it  at 
all  unless  I  can  feed  them.  I  oeg  you  will  cause  this  order  to  be 
rescinded,  to  allow  one-half  pound. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.  November  3,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina  : 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  having  allowed  your  letter  of  the  26th 
iiltimo,  handed  me  some  days  since,  respecting  the  effort  made  to  en- 
list troops  east  of  the  Chowan  River,  amid  the  press  of  other  matters, 
to  escape  my  attention.  I  understand  the  embarrassments  presented 
by  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan, 
for  similar  ones  have  been  experienced  in  various  districts  of  this 
State,  which,  without  being  in  tlie  actual  occupancy  of  the  enemy, 
are  at  all  times  open  to  their  control.  It  is  an  embarrassing  ques- 
tion in  such  cases  to  determine  whether  to  exercise  any  authority 
over  those  districts,  and  by  exacting  from  the  people  manifestations 
of  the  loyalty  which  fully  possesses  the  very  great  majority,  expose 
them  and  their  property  to  the  insolence  and  ravages  of  the  enemy, 
or  to  have  them  in  apparent  subjection  to  await  the  events  of  the 
war. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  your  judgment  suggests  the  best  practicable 
course,  which  is  to  draw  forth,  as  far  as  possible,  the  younger  and 
more  disconnected  men  for  service,  and  such  means  and  productions 
as  can  be  conveniently  obtained,  but  to  leave  heads  of  ^milies  un- 
disturbed, and  such  supplies  as  are  necessary  for  the  Qomfortable 
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maintenance  of  the  weak  and  dependent.  Tlie  course,  therefore, 
adopted  by  you  has  the  concurrence  of  my  opinion,  and  while,  of 
course,  I  can  release  no  obligation  the  law  has  imposed,  nor  relin- 
quish the  right,  should  more  favorable  circumstances  be  secured 
by  the  ascendency  of  our  arms,  of  exacting  both  the  service  and 
contributions  the  law  demands,  you  may  expect  such  sanction  as 
my  authority  warrants. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

November  4,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Ins23ector  General: 

General  :  The  application  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, for  the  transfer  of  the  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, formerly  commanded  by  him,  to  that  State  for  duty,  has  been 
received.  If  the  regiment  could  really  be  recruited  in  South  Caro- 
lina, it  might  be  well  to  transfer  it  thither,  provided,  meantime,  a 
good  regiment  from  that  department  could  be  sent  to  this  army  to 
take  its  place,  and  thus  preserve  the  integrity  of  McGowan's  bri- 
gade, to  which  it  belongs.  ■  As  to  the  transfer  of  troops  from  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  to  the  Department  of  South  Carolina  at 
this  period,  I  will  make  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  I  conceive  them, 
and  leave  it  to  the  Department  to  decide  the  question.  Meade  is  in 
our  front,  gradually  advancing  and  repairing  the  railroad,  having 
already  reached  Warrenton  Junction.  His  army,  consisting  of  five 
corps  of  infantry  and  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  has  been  re-enforced 
to  some  extent  since  its  late  retreat  on  Washington,  and  is  variously 
estimated  at  from  60,000  to  80,000  effective  men.  To  oppose  this  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  presents  an  effective  total  not  greatly 
exceeding  that  of  General  Beauregard's  army,  which  has  opposed  to 
it,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  one  corps  of  the  enemy  which  will  hardly 
number  more  than  20,000  men,  exclusive  of  the  naval  forces  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  Charleston. 

I  believe  the  troops  of  this  army  have  been  called  upon  in  winter, 
spring,  and  summer  to  do  almost  as  active  service  as  those  of  any 
other  department,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  good  of  the  service  will 
be  promoted  by  scattering  its  brigades  and  regiments  along  all  the 
threatened  points  of  the  Confederacy.  It  is  only  by  the  concentra- 
tion of  our  troops  that  we  can  hope  to  win  any  decisive  advantage. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

xl,    £j.    LiSjBj, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  4,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army  : 
General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  October 
30,  inclosing  a  telegram  from  Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones,  with  regard  to  the 
Eighth  aftd  Fourteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,    Upon  reference  to  Geu- 
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eral  Stuart  to  kqow  why  these  two  regiments  were  especially  desired, 
he  states  that  it  is  because  he  believes  that  these  are  the  only  two 
regiments  in  that  command  which  were  not  raised  under  some  im- 
plied promise  to  serve  in  a  certain  locality.  In  addition  to  the  great 
want  of  cavalry  in  this  army  to  oppose  the  greatly  superior  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  in  that  arm  of  the  service,  I  will  urge,  from  my 
own  experience  and  observation  in  the  mountain  country  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  it  is  a  very  poor  region  for  the  operations  of  cavalry,  and 
that  it  was  very  difficult  to  forage  there. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  the  case  in  Southwest  Virginia,  but 
I  still  think  that  General  Jones  has  more  cavalry  than  is  needed  or 
can  be  used  in  his  department  advantageously.  The  Department, 
however,  is  the  best  judge  in  the  matter,  but  if  it  is  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of  each  general  whether  he  will  spare  any  troops  when  they  are 
needed  elsewhere,  our  armies  will  be  scattered  instead  of  concen- 
trated, and  we  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  at  all  points. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  4,  1863. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2d  instant,  with  reference  to  punishment  and  deserters. 

I  think  the  course  you  have  pursued  with  regard  to  the  latter  is 
the  best ;  no  terms  should  be  made  with  them  while  they  remain 
deserters.  It  would  encourge  others  with  hopes  of  a  like  immunity, 
but  in  fact  the  courts-martial  invariably  take  into  account  in  their 
decisions  the  voluntary  return  of  a  prisoner,  and  I  have  never 
known  one  who  had  so  returned  to  be  sentenced  to  death.  I  think 
this  is  the  best  way  to  extend  indulgence  to  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

November  4,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,      • 

Commanding,  &c.: 
General  :  By  inspection  report  of  Hart's  battery,  it  appears  that 
there  will  be  wanted,  to  mount  the  men  now  present  for  duty  and 
for  four  guns  and  caissons,  62  horses.  The  wagons  and  forge  must 
be  supplied  with  mules,  of  which  there  are  19  with  the  battery,  1 
having  been  condemned,  and  including  2  riding  mules.  As  this 
company  had  no  record  of  property,  and  no  morning  reports,  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  how  many  horses  it  had,  or  what  had  become 
of  them.  All  that  could  be  learned  was  what  the  orderly  sergeant 
remembered.  I  suppose  some  of  the  horses  must  have  been  sent 
back  to  the  horse  infirmary,  and  desire  to  know  how  many  you  can 
procure  from  there  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  this  battery,  as  the 
quartermaster's  department  will  not  be  able  to  furnish  them  all. 
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The  condition  of  this  hattery  is  reported  to  be  bad.  I  call  your 
attention  particularly  to  the  necessity  of  having  morning  reports 
and  a  proper  record,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  have  proper 
responsibility  in  the  command.  The  horses  are  said  to  be  in  worse 
condition,  and  to  show  more  evidences  of  want  of  attention  than 
those  of  the  other  batteries.  The  guns  have  not  been  washed  off 
recently,  nor  the  harness  greased,  and  a  chain  is  substituted  for  a 
pole  yoke  in  one  of  the  guns.  The  grounds  about  the  guns  and 
caissons  are  badly  policed. 

It  is  due  to  Captain  Hart  to  say  that  he  has  but  recently  returned 
to  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  £.  LEiEi, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  273.  J  November  4,  1803. 

I.  Col.  J.  C.  C.  Sanders,  commanding  brigade,  is  relieved  from 
duty  as  a  member  of  the  general  court-martial  convened  by  Para- 
graph II,  Special  Orders,  No.  195,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters, and  Col.  D.  A.  Weisiger,  Twelfth  Virginia  Regiment,  is 
detailed  in  his  stead. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Iverson  having  been  relieved  from  duty  with 
this  army.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Stafford  is  detailed  in  his  stead  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  convened  by  Paragraph  XVIII, 
Special  Orders,  No.  222,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters. 


By  command  of  General  Lee : 


"W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon: 

Colonel  Jackson  sent  dispatch  to  General  Echols  that  1,000  of 
the  enemy  were  yesterday  evening  at  Green  Bank,  in  Pocahontas. 
Jackson  will  fall  back  on  Lewisburg,  if  pressed  too  hard. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Brandy, 

November  5,  18G3— 10..30  [a.  m.] 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon  : 

Advance  of  enemy  to  Falmouth  was  to  break  up  party  removing 
iron.  I  wish  a  telegraphic  operator  placed  at  Hamilton's  Crossing 
to  communicate  with  me. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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Headquaktees  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dvblin,  November  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Abingdon: 
Dispatch  jiist  received  from  General  Echols.  At  7  p.  m.  yesterday, 
enemy,  not  less  than  3,000  strong,  were  pressing  Colonel  Jackson, 
and  within  3  miles  of  him,  advancing  by  the  Beaver  Creek  route. 
Suppose  they  came  from  Huntersville.  General  Echols  is  in  motion 
to  relieve  Colonel  Jackson.  No  more  from  the  Kanawha  yet.  May 
not  some  of  your  troops  be  needed  ? 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

DvMin,  November  6,  1863. 
Colonel  McCausland, 

Princeton : 
At  7  o'clock  last  night  the  enemy  not  less  than  2,000  strong  were 
within  3  miles  of  Colonel  Jackson,  and  pressing  upon  him.     They 
were  advancing  by  the  Beaver  Creek  route.     Keep  in  communica- 
tion with  General  Echols,  and  watch  for  any  advance  on  your  lines. 
By  order,  &c. : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Lewisburg  : 
Telegram  received  and  communicated  to  Colonel  McCausland.  If 
the  number  of  the  enemy  is  estimated  correctly,  you  can  readily 
manage  them.  Have  directed  Colonel  McCausland  to  keep  open 
communication  with  you  and  advise  you  of  any  move  on  his  front. 
Will  forward  your  dispatch  immediately,  and  ask  the  general  com- 
manding to  assist  you,  if  necessary. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  5,  1863. 
James  McDowell, 

Fincastle : 
Enemy  reported  advancing  in  heavy  force  on  Lewisburg.    Please 
notify  your  men  to  be  in  readiness  for  any  move. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Similar  dispatches  to  Col.  James  M.  Wade,  Christiansburg;  Col. 
George  P.  Terrill,  Salem;  Capt.  G.  A.  Wingfield,  Liberty;  Cot  J.  F. 
Kent,  Wytheville,  and  Henry  M.  Bowyer,  Bonsack's.) 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northern  Virginia, 
No.  374.  j  November  5,  1863. 

*  *  «  4c  4c  «  ¥ 

II.  In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  (No.  26,  approved  13th 
of  October,  1862),  as  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  93,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  Office,  of  22d  of  November,  1802,  a  Board  of 
Examiners,  to  consist  of  Col.  E.  J.  Walker,  Third  Georgia  Regiment; 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Feild,  Twelfth  Virginia  Regiment,  and  Maj.  John 
P.  Emrich,  Eighth  Alabama  Regiment,  will  meet  at  the  camp  of 
Anderson's  division  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1863,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable — 

To  examine  into  the  cases  of  such  officers  of  the  division  as  may  be  brought  to 
their  attention,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  their  qualifications  for  the  discliarge 
of  the  duties  properly  appertaining  to  their  several  positions,  vs^hether  they  are  care- 
less or  inattentive  in  the  discharge  of  the  same,  and  their  fitness  for  promotion  to 
any  existing  vacancies  in  their  respective  commands. 

The  Board  will  be  sworn,  will  have  power  to  summon  witnesses, 
will  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings,  will  give  an  opinion  in  each 
case,  and  will  be  careful  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  General 
Orders,  No.  50,  of  29th  of  March,  1863,  from  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  General  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

November  6,  1803. 
John  S.  Barbour,  Esq., 

Pres.  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  Lynchburg,  Va.: 
Sir  :  The  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  as  far  as  the  Rapidan  River,  and  by  certain  movements  of 
this  army,  beginning  on  the  8th  of  October,  they  were  driven  beyond 
Bull  Run.  In  their  retreat,  they  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the  Rap- 
pahannock and  rendered  the  road  useless  to  our  army  north  of  the 
river.  For  reasons  of  a  military  nature,  I  ordered  the  destruction  of 
the  road  from  Cub  Run  beyond  Broad  to  the  Rappahannock,  which 
was  accordingly  done.  The  enemy  advanced  when  we  retired,  and  I 
learn  have  repaired  the  road  to  Warrenton  Junction,  and  are  con- 
tinuing to  repair  it  in  the  direction  of  Rappahannock. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

November  0,  1803. 

His  Excellency  John  Letcher, 

Governor  of  Virginia  : 
Governor  :  At  its  late  called  session  the  legislature  made  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  soldiers.  I  find  that  there 
is  great  suffering  among  the  people  in  this  region  for  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  farms  and  gardens  have  been  robbed,  stoclv 
and  hogs  killed,  and  these  outrages  committed,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
by  our  own  army  to  some  extent,  as  well  as  by  the  Federals.      I  hear 
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of  like  destitution  in  Staflford,  where  the  Federal  Army  alone  has 
been. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  forward  such  supplies  of  flour  and  meat 
as  can  be  obtained  to  Culpeper  Court-House  and  Fredericksburg, 
with  agents  for  its  distribution  to  those  soldiers'  families  in  distress, 
so  as  to  relieve  their  wants  during  the  coming  winter? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

!R.  F.  LFF, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  6,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond : 

Your  telegram  received.  Questions  cannot  be  answered  with  en- 
tire accuracy  just  now,  owing  to  movements  of  the  troops. 

Major-General  Ransom's  field  return  for  October  31,  including 
troops  at  Saltville,  showed  :  Present  for  duty,  506  officers  and  6,096 
enlisted  men ;  sick  and  inefficient,  33  officers  and  823  enlisted  men ; 
total,  539  officers  and  6,918  enlisted  men  ;  aggregate,  7,457. 

Brigadier-General  Echols  and  Colonel  McCausland's brigades  show: 
Present  for  duty,  148  officers  and  2,552  enlisted  men  ;  absent,  55  offi- 
cers and  993  enlisted  men ;  aggregate  present  and  absent,  227  officers 
and  3,885  enlisted  men. 

Col.  W.  L.  Jackson's  return  not  in,  but  he  has  not  more  than  1,000 
men  for  duty. 

Colonel  Ferguson  has  two  regiments  of  Jenkins'  brigade  in  front 
of  Lewisburg,  with  72  officers  and  810  enlisted  men  present  for  duty; 
aggregate  present  and  absent,  1,629.  Complete  returns  will  arrive 
in  a  few  days. 

Fifteenth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-sixth, 
Forty-fifth,  Fifty-first,  and  Sixtieth  [Virginia  Infantry]  Regiments, 
and  Twenty -third.  Twenty-sixth,  and  Thirtieth  Virginia  Infantry 
[Battalions] ;  Eighth,  Fourteenth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth,  and  Twenty-first  Regiments  [Virginia  Cavalry], 
and  Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-sixth,  and  Thirty-seventh  Battalions  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry ;  First  Tennessee  and  Fourth  Kentucky  Regiments 
Cavalry ;  Sixteenth  Georgia  Battalion  of  Cavalry  ;  fragments  of 
Thomas'  Legion,  aggregating  399,  under  Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Jackson. 

Reports  are  made  on  every  variety  of  blanks,  and  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  fill  out  the  form  sent  for  the  Department  until  the  brigades 
are  supplied  with  blanks  of  the  same  kind. 

I  send  the  above  message  in  cipher  as  directed. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Dublin,  Novemher  6,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland,  Princeton: 

The  Sixtieth  [Virginia]  Regiment  will  be  at  the  Narrows  in  ample 
time  to  assist  you  in  case  of  necessity. 
By  order : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  November  7,  1863. 
General  E..  E.  Lee, 

Cidpeper  Court-House,  Va. . 
General  :  A  telegram  just  received  from  General  Jones  says  : 

General  Echols  has  been  defeated  with  heavy  loss,  and  is  endeavoring  to  retreat 
by  Salt  Pond  Mountain.     Enemy  advancing,  about  7,000  strong. 

General  Jones  asks  aid,  if  it  can  be  given.  I  have  no  force  to  send, 
as  General  Pickett,  under  information  of  raid  toward  Weldon,  has 
just  moved  thither  with  his  disposable  force.     Can  you  render  aid  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Brandy  Station, 

November  7,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  telegraph  received.  Imboden's  command  was  to  have  reached 
Millborough  by  noon  yesterday.  He  said  he  would  push  on.  I  hope 
lie  has  formed  junction  with  other  forces  in  that  quarter.  Enemy 
commenced  a  demonstration  in  our  front  about  noon  to-day.  Can- 
not detach  any  force  from  here  now. 

XV.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  Eansom,  Jr., 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General  :  In  consequence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on 
Greenbrier,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  to  you  at  present  the  addi- 
tional infantry  mentioned  in  the  note  from  my  aide  (Lieutenant 
Warwick)  to  you  night  before  last. 

Make,  therefore,  no  change  whatever  in  your  plans  for  the  move 
on  Eogersville.  I  hope  that  move  has  not  been  interfel-ed  with  by 
the  rain  of  yesterday  and  last  night.  It  was  slight  here.  The  enemy 
under  Brigadier-General  Averell,  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000 
to  7,000  strong,  is  moving  toward  Lewisburg,  skirmishing  all  yester- 
day in  the  lower  end  of  Pocahontas.     I  will  go  up  there. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Brandy  Station  : 

General  Echols  was  badly  defeated,  with  heavy  loss,  at  Droop 

Mountain  yesterday  ;  is  pursued  by  forces  estimated  at  7,000,  mostly 

mounted.     Echols  will  retreat  by  Salt  Pond  Mountain  if  he  can,  but 

I  fear  he  cannot  escape,  and  will  be  cut  up  and  destroyed.     If  you 
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can  send  aid,  please  do  it.  If  sent  by  rail  to  Millborough  and 
thence  by  the  Warm  Springs  toward  the  White  Sulphur,  it  may 
deter  the  enemy  from  pressing  on. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Imboden, 

Via  Millborough : 

General  Echols  was  badly  defeated,  with  heavy  loss,  at  Droop 

"      "    pursued  by  enemy,  estimated  at  7,000.   Echols 

w^ill  retreat  over  Salt  Pond  Mountain  if  he  can.     If  possible  strike 


Mountain.    Is  closely  pursued  by  enemy,  estimated  at  7,000.   Echo' 
w^ill  retreat  over  Salt  For 
the  enemy's  flank  or  rear. 


SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Agent  at  Millborough  will  forward  with  all  possible  speed. 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Col.  B.  H.  Jones 

(Care  of  Captain  Gibboney,  Asst.  Q.  M.,  Wytheville): 
Proceed  with  your  regiment  overland  to  the  Narrows.     Carry 
transportation,  &c.,  and  lose  no  time  on  the  road.     The  enemy  is 
pressing  heavily. 
By  order  of,  &c.  : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGEELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Captain  Gibboney  will  immediately  forward  this  by  special  courier. 


Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Col.  Joseph  F.  Kent,  Wytheville: 

Assemble  all  your  men  at  Wytheville.     General  Echols  is  retreat- 
ing before  vastly  superior  forces. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Capt.  J.  M.  Sheffey,  Marion.) 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
James  McDowell, 

Fincastle : 
Call  out  every  man  you  can  and  go  at  once  to  Salem.     General 
Echols  is  retreatin-g  before  vastly  superior  forces.     Lose  no  time 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg . 
General  Echols  is  retreating   before  a  superior  force,  heavily- 
pressed.     Call  out  every  man  you  can  to  go  to  Salem. 

CHAS.  S.  STKINGELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  November  7, 1863. 
Col.  George  P  Terrill, 

Salem  : 
Assemble  all  your  men  at  Salem.    General  Echols  heavily  pressed 
by  vastly  superior  forces.     He  is  retreating  rapidly. 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Capt.  G.  A.  Wingfield,  at  Liberty.) 

Dublin,  November  7,  1863. 
Col.  J.  M.  Wade, 

Christiansburg  : 
Call  out  every  man  you  can.    Enemy  pressing  heavily  on  General 
Echols.     Go  at  once  to  New  River  Bridge. 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Petersburg, 

November  7,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  following  dispatches  just  received : 

Col.  J.  W.  Hinton  just  dispatches  me,  received  at  3  p.  m. : 

"  I  am  pressed  by  enemy  in  considerable  force,  coming  from  Winton — artillery, 

infantiy,  and  cavalry.    Send  me  re-enforcements  immediately  to  Murfreesborough." 

I  go,  by  General  Ransom's  order,  with  my  two  cavalry  companies  and  one  piece 

of  artillery,  leaving  my  infantry  to  guard  Blackwater.     Detachments  of  enemy's 

cavalry  came  within  8  miles  of  Franklin  yesterday  evening,  but  fell  back  at  night. 

JOEL  R.  GRIFFIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  at  FYanJelin. 

Enemy  10,000  strong  at  Winton — artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry.  My  force  is 
1,200.    The  re-enforcements  ought  to  be  sent. 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding,  Weldon,  N.  C. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  enemy  can  be  in  such  force  as  repre- 
sented. I  think  not.  General  Whiting  should  be  ordered  to  re-en- 
force, if  necessary.  If  this  movement  is  a  feint  toward  Weldon, 
Petersburg  is  left  entirely  uncovered  when  Barton's  brigade  leaves 
here. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 
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Petersburg, 

November  7,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Eansom : 

Weldon,  November  7,  [1863.] 
The  enemy,  from  10  gunboats  and  transports,  are  landing  at  Winton,  on  their' 
way  to  Weldon.    If  there  are  no  demonstrations  elsewhere,  send  out  what  forces 
you  can  spare.     I  have  two  regiments. 
^  ''  ^  M.  W.  RANSOM, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 

I  have  ordered  Barton's  brigade  to  get  ready  to  move.  Do  you 
know  of  any  demonstrations  to  prevent  this  re-enforcement  being 
sent  to  Weldon  ?    I  shall  go  myself  if  report  is  verified. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Wilmington, 

November  7,  1863. 
General  Custis  Lee, 

President's  Staff,  Goldshorough : 
Following  dispatch  received  from  Weldon : 

Last  night  between  11  and  12  m.  received  information  of  the  enemy  landing  at 
Winton ;  forces,  10  boats  and  transports ;  destination  supposed  to  be  Weldon.  Two 
cavalry  regiments  reported  20  miles  below  Winton. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  November  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
General,  :  Colonel  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  informs  me  that 
you  can  be  supplied  in  a  few  days,  from  the  Tredegar  Works,  with 
some  10  and  20  pounder  Parrott  guns,  and  that  as  soon  as  a  rifling 
machine  is  put  in  working  order  some  30-pound er  Parrotts  can  be 
furnished. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  277.  j  November  8,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton,  having  reported  for  duty,  will  assume 
command  of  the  division  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  assigned  to  him  in 
Paragraph  XIV,  Special  Orders,  No.  220,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters.  He  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  for  fur- 
ther orders. 
By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Dublin,  November  8,  1863. 
Col.  J.  M.  Wade,  Christiansburg : 

Take  your  entire  force  to  Salt  Pond  Mountain  immediately,  to 
meet  General  Echols  at  this  place. 
By  order  of,  &c.  : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lynchburg,  November  8,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

The  militia  have  turned  out  so  badly — only  40 — that  I  have  organ- 
ized, under  convalescent  Confederate  officers,  300  convalescent  sol- 
diers who  would  not  be  returned  to  dxity  within  a  week,  and,  if  not 
otherwise  ordered,  will  send  them  to-night  to  the  aid  of  General  Sam. 
Jones.     The  emergency  seems  to  be  very  great. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 

Major-  General. 

Weldon,  November  8,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  Murfreesborough  : 
Are  there  any  demonstrations  being  made  elsewhere  ? 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  at  3  o'clock  ;  enemy  are  landing  troops  and  lumber 
from  three  transports  at  Winton  ;  four  gunboats  went  up  river  this  morning.  The 
gunboats  at  Reddick's  Ferry  yesterday  have  gone  back.  It  is  supposed  the  enemy 
are  building  pontoons  at  Winton  ;  they  have  pontoon  boats.  Captain  Duval,  of 
my  regiment,  drove  enemy's  pickets  into  Winton  yesterday  ;  thinks  they  have  small 
force,  yet  I  do  not  think  they  will  move  across  Potecasi  Creek  as  before,  but  think 
they  will  take  the  plain  road  toward  Weldon.  The  style  of  their  preparations  would 
indicate,  I  think,  a  raid  or  series  of  raids  of  some  magnitude.  I  will  keep  you  in- 
formed of  movements.  Enemy's  landing  at  Winton  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  jxjst  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  from  us  large  supplies  of 
provisions,  &c.  The  situation  of  Winton  rather  inchnes  me  to  this  opinion.  This 
would  complete  chain  of  posts  on  river  and  coast  of  North  Carolina. 
Respectfully, 

JOEL  R.  GRIFFIN, 

Colonel, 
Per  W.  A.  HOPSON, 

Adjutant. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Weldon,  November  9,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  I  forwarded  by  telegram  last 
night  the  latest  intelligence  which  has  been  received  from  Winton. 
I  also  asked  whether  there  was  anything  in  the  way  of  a  demonstra- 
tion elsewhere.  Not  getting  any  reply,  and  conceiving  it  advisable 
to  dislodge  the  enemy  at  once,  I  have  sent  off  General  Ransom  this 
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morning,  with  two  regiments  (1,300  strong  in  all)  and  a  battery  of 
artillery,  which  will  make  his  force  in  addition  to  his  infantry,  six 
companies  of  cavalry  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  among  them  four 
Napoleons. 

The  first  report  from  Colonel  Hinton  was  that  there  were  10,000 
men.  The  next  was  in  the  same  spirit,  calling  for  re-enforcements  ; 
now  it  appears  that  he  does  not  think  it  so  formidable.  The  infantry 
under  his  command— State  troops — it  seems  were  scattered  over  the 
country  upon  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  were  not  collected ; 
fact  is,  they  are  not  to  be  depended  on,  and  I  will  send  some  com- 
petent ofl&cers  there. 

In  meantime  I  keep  Barton's  brigade  at  this  point,  ready  to  re- 
enforce  if  necessary,  or  to  be  brought  back  to  Petersburg,  should  this 
only  be  a  feint. 

The  expedition  under  General  Ransom  will  return  within  a  week, 
and  if  successful  in  driving  off  the  gunboats,  I  very  much  desire  that 
torpedoes  may  be  furnished  at  once,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  river  below 
Winton.  Otherwise,  should  they  make  it  a  base  of  operations,  it  will 
lose  us  a  very  valuable  country  for  supplies,  and  will  compel  us  to 
keep  constantly  a  strong  force  at  this  point.  We  cannot  occupy  it 
with  our  present  limited  numbers.  It  will  be  necessary,  of  course, 
to  keep  some  good  cavalry  and  artillery  in  that  neighborhood. 

I  return  to  Petersburg  to-day  if  no  more  important  developments 
are  made. 

I  sent  down  to  Ivor,  to  Colonel  Herbert,  before  coming  here,  to 
move  a  body  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  battery  of  artillery  toward 
Suffolk,  to-night  or  as  soon  as  possible.  I  could  not  uncover  the  line 
of  the  Blackwater  by  sending  troops  to  the  right,  and  I  deemed  it  best 
to  make  a  small  demonstration  myself  to  the  front  in  that  direction. 

I  forward  this  letter  by  Captain  Baird,  assistant  quartermaster. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedint  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT,, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  10,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  your  attention  the  fact  that  many 
of  our  men  in  this  army  are  still  barefooted,  and  the  weather  has 
become  very  cold.  The  shoes  received  a  short  time  since  relieved 
much  hardship  and  added  much  to  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  but  it 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  men 
that  they  should  all  be  well  shod  and  clothed  in  such  weather  as  we 
may  expect  now  for  some  months.  Another  subject  gives  me  great 
anxiety  also.  Corn  for  our  animals  comes  in  very  slowly,  and  I  fear 
that  unless  the  amount  can  be  very  much  increased,  we  shall  lose 
many  horses  and  mules  this  winter.  I  would  beg  you,  therefore,  to 
urge  on  the  officers  who  have  charge  of  this  matter  to  use  great  dili- 
gence and  activity  in  bringing  forward  the  corn  from  the  south  and 
elsewhere. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  gervant, 

p,.  E.  LEE. 

General. 


Chap.  XLI.]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  831 

War  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
General:  I  have  received  your  letter  asking  me  to  rescind  the 
order  of  the  Commissary-General  reducing  the  quantity  of  meat 
allowed  negro  laborers  to  one-third  of  a  pound  per  day.  I  should 
most  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  if  the  amount  of  sup- 
plies at  the  command  of  the  Department  would  allow,  but  the 
necessity  of  the  case  constrains  me  to  sanction  the  order  reducing 
the  ration. 

Kespectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  November  10,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Richmond,  Va.  : 
Dear  Sir:  Lest  it  may  not  be  known  to  you,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  position  in  which  the  enemy  have  established  themselves  at  Win- 
ton,  on  the  Chowan  River,  in  this  State,  will  effectually  cut  us  off 
from  four  or  five  million  pounds  of  pork,  which  we  expected  to  get 
from  the  counties  east  of  that  stream.  It  would  be  a  terrible  loss  to 
the  army  and  the  State.  If  possible  for  General  Pickett  to  drive  them 
off  and  prevent  their  fortifying  (which  I  learn  they  are  doing),  it 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  done.  It  will  be  positively  ruinous  for  our 
troops  to  stand  at  Weldon  and  surrender  all  the  rich  country  below. 
I  beg  your  attention  to  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  11,  1863. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
General  Sam.  Jones  referred  to  me  by  you,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  Senator  Henry.  *  I  am  very  desirous  to  meet  the 
views  expressed  in  both  these  letters,  and  if  I  had  the  troops  to  spare 
would  willingly  send  them  to  East  Tennessee.  At  the  present  time, 
however,  I  cannot  detach  any  from  this  army.  Whether  the  troops 
could  penetrate  Tennessee  in  the  manner  indicated  by  Mr.  Henry,  I 
am  unable  to  decide,  but  at  present  the  withdrawal  of  any  part,  and 
especially  so  large  a  part  of  this  army  as  he  speaks  of,  is  impracti- 
cable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Xk.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

*  3ee  Jones  to  Seddon,  October  3Q, 
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Dublin,  November  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden,  Millborough: 

That  part  of  the  enemy's  force  that  did  not  go  with  General  Averell 
left  Lewisburg  yesterday.  The  cavalry  left  went  with  Averell.  The 
infantry  returned  through  Pocahontas.  The  force  from  Kanawha 
went  toward  Kanawha.  I  am  anxious  to  know  something  more  of 
Averell's  movements.    Can  you  enlighten  me? 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  "Virginia, 

November  12,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond: 

Mr.  President  :  Our  scouts  report  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  finished  as  far  as  Bealeton.  They  report.,  moreover,  that 
the  road  from  Union  Mills  to  that  point  is  almost  entirely  stripped 
of  troops,  nearly  all  the  road  guards  having  been  sent  forward.  Trains 
have  lately  passed  up  bringing  artillery.  Cavalry  has  passed  up 
with  led  horses.  The  route  from  Bealeton  to  Kelly's  Ford  is  almost 
as  short  as  that  from  Brandy  Station  to  the  same  point,  and  the 
above  movements  indicate,  I  think,  an  advance  on  the  part  of  Gen- 
eral Meade.  There  are  indications  also  that  this  advance  will  take 
place  on  our  right  by  the  lower  fords,  Germanna  and  Ely's,  as  if 
with  the  intention  of  striking  for  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
Railroad.  Should  he  move  in  that  direction,  I  will  endeavor  to  follow 
him  and  bring  him  to  battle,  but  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  do  it  without 
the  greatest  difficulty.  The  country  through  which  he  will  have  to 
pass  is  barren.  We  have  no  forage  on  hand  and  very  little  prospect 
of  getting  any  from  Richmond.  I  fear  our  horses  will  die  in  great 
numbers,  and,  in  fact,  I  do  not  know  how  they  will  survive  two  or 
three  days'  march  without  food.  I  hope  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  send  some  up,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  stop  the  transporta- 
tion of  everything  on  the  railroad  excepting  army  supplies. 

One  of  the  scouts  brings  an  extravagant  report  coming  from  an 
official  in  Washington,  that  the  United  States  Government  is  collect- 
ing a  large  number  of  horses — 40,000 — to  mount  a  body  of  infantry 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  on  Richmond,  with  a  view  to  the 
release  of  their  prisoners.  The  rescue  of  these  prisoners  has  been 
for  some  time  a  theme  with  the  Northern  papers.  I  think  they 
should,  for  many  reasons,  be  removed  from  that  city  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Geiieral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  12,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir:  The  condition  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  on  which  we 
depend  almost  entirely  for  our  sup];)]ies,  seems  to  become  worse  every 
day.    Colonel  Corley  reports  the  frequent  accidents  of  cars  rwnping 
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off  the  track,  and  that  the  track,  in  many  places,  is  very  bad.  I  beg 
you  to  consult  with  the  president  and  superintendent  of  the  road  as 
to  what  measures  can  be  taken  for  its  repair  before  the  winter  fairly 
sets  in.  To  make  details  from  this  army  for  the  purpose,  in  the  pres- 
ent reduced  condition  of  our  regiments,  is  next  to  impossible.  I  hope, 
however,  something  may  be  done  to  put  it  in  good  repair,  so  that  it 
may  be  relied  on  for  the  regular  transportation  of  our  supplies.  If 
this  cannot  be  done,  the  only  alternative  will  be  to  fall  back  nearer 
to  Richmond. 

This  would  leave  not  only  the  railroad,  but  the  richest  portion  of 
the  State  of  Virginia  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  If  the  Engineer 
Department  can  do  the  woriv  and  the  railroad  company  cannot,  I  think 
they  might  set  a  portion  of  the  force  employed  on  the  defenses  of 
Richmond  at  work  at  once  and  charge  the  work  done  to  the  company, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  tolls  on  supplies  transported  to  the  army. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  work  should  be  done  while  the 
good  weather  lasts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

November  12,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  F.  Hoke, 

Commanding,  &e. : 
General  :  I  hope  you  have  nearly  finished  the  work  for  which 
you  were  detached,  and  will  soon  be  able  to  rejoin  the  army. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  in  the  recent  advance  of  the  army 
at  Rappahannock  Bridge,  that  part  of  your  brigade  which  is  here 
sustained  a  loss  of  3  killed,  19  Avounded',  and  906  missing,  most  of 
whom  were  taken  prisoners.  As  the  number  repoi'ted  captured  by 
the  enemy  is  smaller  than  the  number  of  missing,  I  suppose  some  of 
the  men  may  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  con- 
cealment presented  by  the  capture  of  so  Targe  a  part  of  the  com- 
mand, and  returned  home. 

While  you  are  in  the  State  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  give  the 
matter  your  attention,  and  arrest  any  stragglers  you  can  find. 

This  unfortunate  affair  greatly  reduces  your  brigade,  leaving  only 
29  officers  and  257  men  present  for  duty,  and  a  total  present  of  30 
oflicers  and  321  men.  I  hope  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  some 
additional  regiments  from  the  Governor  to  fill  up  your  brigade,  as 
it  could  not  be  spared  from  the  army,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you 
back  again  as  soon  as  possible,  with  your  command  at  least  as  strong 
as  before. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  R.  E,  LEE, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  November  12,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Eichmond: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  had  some 
seventeen  steamers  at  Winton.     They  left  without  committing  any 
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depredation,  and  made  no  advance  exceptijig  a  very  short  distance 
into  the  country,  when  they  were  immediately  driven  back  by  Colo- 
nel Griffin's  cavalry.  Captain  Bower's  company.  General  Ransom, 
whom  I  had  sent  down  with  two  regiments,  has  returned  to  Weldon, 
the  enemy  having  left  before  he  arrived.  About  the  same  time,  I 
had  ordered  Colonel  Herbert  from  the  Blackwater  to  the  front,  in- 
tending to  make  a  diversion  had  the  enemy  intended  anything  in 
North  Carolina.  I  inclose  his  report.  *  He  captured  some  7  pris- 
oners, 1  wagon,  and  8  horses. 

Barton's  brigade  is  now  at  this  point,  havingbeen  sent  back  from 
Weldon  upon  the  receipt  of  instructions  from  Richmond. 

The  prisoners  captured  report  6,000  infantry  in  Portsmouth ;  this 
I  consider  doubtful. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

November  14,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Answer  that  he  will  do  well,  unless  some  move  in  North  Carolina 
requires  otherwise,  to  return  a  brigade  to  Petersburg.  I  see  in 
Northern  papers  indications  of  a  sudden  dash  on  Richmond  to  re- 
lease the  prisoners,  &c.  It  is  well  to  be  fully  on  guard  about  this, 
especially  just  now  when  we  are  removing  them,  and  I  wish  that 
your  scouts  should  be  urged  to  special  vigilance  for  early  notice 
of  any  contemplated  movement  on  the  Peninsula,  Lower  James,  or 
Blackwater. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 


Dublin, 

November  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
he  has  received  information  that  the  enemy  have  entirely  abandoned 
Greenbrier  and  gone  back  to  Beverly  and  Kanawha.  He  will  not 
therefore  for  the  present  order  the  movement  of  Colonel  McCaus- 
land,  as  contemplated  when  he  saw  you  last. 
■    Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn.  , 

Dublin,  November  13,  1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
The  enemy  is  reported  as  moving  in  the  direction  of  Kanawha, 
from  Lewisburg,  and  said  to  be  in  great  confusion.     The  major-gen- 

*.See  raid  on  Suffolk,  Va.,  Parti,  p.  63a 
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eral  commanding  directs  you  to  send  out  reliable  scouts,  and  obtain 
as  accurate  information  as  you  can  in  regard  to  their  movements 
and  present  disposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,  Va.,  November-  14,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General  :  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  sooner  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  calling  my  attention  to  the  deficiency  of 
the  supplies,  both  of  shoes  for  the  soldiers  and  of  forage  for  the  ani- 
mals of  your  command.  I  had  been  apprised  only  the  day  before 
its  receipt  of  the  falling  off  in  the  quantity  of  corn  received  by  rail- 
road transportation  from  the  south,  and  had  immediately  sent  an 
active  officer  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  on  the  southern 
line  to  discover  the  causes  of  delay,  and,  if  possible,  remove  them  at 
once.  I  likewise  instructed  the  Quartermaster-General  to  send  for- 
ward whatever  small  supplies  he  could  command  from  this  city,  or 
any  other  convenient  depots  in  the  State. 

I  trust  relief  will  be  afforded  by  these  measures,  and  supplies  in 
future  will  be  more  regular  and  abundant.  The  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  we  shall  be  less  dependent  than  for  months  past  we  have  been 
on  the  transportation  of  corn  from  such  distant  points  as  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia.  The  attention  of  the  Quartermaster-General  had 
been  before,  and  was  again  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  called  spe- 
cially to  the  necessity  of  supplying  your  troops  with  .shoes.  He 
assures  me  every  effort  will  be  made,  and  mentions  in  excuse  that 
some  of  the  supjjlies  sent  by  the  railroad  had  not  been  forwarded  as 
promptly  as  he  expected.  Directions  have  been  given  that  such 
delays  be  not  again  allowed. 

I  have  directed  that  if  our  supplies  are  too  limited  to  allow  due 
provision  for  all  the  armies,  those  serving  in  Northern  Virginia  and 
the  mountainous  districts  should  be  preferred.  Deficiency,  if  exist- 
ing at  all,  is  due  to  the  unfortunate  loss  of  two  or  three  steamers, 
which  were  laden  mainly  with  quartermaster's  stores. 

This  has  compelled  us  to  rely  almost  exclusively  on  internal  man- 
ufacture. 

Yours,  with  esteem, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  — .  j  November  14,  1863. 

I.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  forage  in  this  department 
which  is  near  enough  to  the  railroad  and  canal  for  convenient  trans- 
portation should  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  this  army.  Officers  in 
charge  of  animals  sent  back  to  be  recruited  or  held  in  reserve,  and 
those  herding  cattle  for  the  use  of  this  army,  are  forbidden  to  use  this 
forage.     They  must  avail  themselves,  as  far  as  possible,  of  fodder 
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and  cornstalks,  and  must  confine  their  stock  to  regions  remote  from 
the  railroads  and  canal,  and  from  which  this  army  does  not  draw  its 
supplies. 

II.  In  the  inspection  of  troops  of  this  army,  the  inspector  will  be 
accompanied  by  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  command  inspected.  In 
all  inspections"  of  transportation,  he  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  same. 

By  command  of  General  Lee: 

K.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,   Va.,  November  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 

Commanding,  Fetershurg,   Va.: 

General:  Your  report  of  the  12th  instant  has  been  received.  You 
will  do  well,  I  think,  unless  some  movement  of  the  enemy  in  North 
Carolina  requires  other  disposition  of  your  forces,  to  retain  a  brigade 
in  Petersburg.  I  see  in  the  Northern  papers  indications  of  a  sudden 
dash  on  Richmond  to  release  the  prisoners  confined  here.  It  is  well 
to  be  fully  on  guard  about  this,  especially  just  now,  when  we  are 
removing  them  to  the  interior;  and  I  wish  that  your  scouts  should 
be  urged  to  special  vigilance,  so  as  to  give  early  notice  of  any  con- 
templated movement  on  the  Peninsula,  the  Lower  James,  or  the 
Blackwater. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  November  18,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  inclose  you  my  brother's  letter,  which  will  ex- 
plain his  situation  better  than  I  can.  With  about  300  troops  and 
some  militia,  he  is  succeeding  well  in  getting  out  pork  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  I  would  most  respectfully  urge  the  increase  of  his  com- 
mand if  possible.  A  vast  amount  of  provisions  could  thus  be  saved 
to  the  Government,  which,  I  fear,  will  otherwise  be  lost. 
Most  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters, 
Paint  Rock,  November  13,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.   C: 

Dear  Brother:  I  have  raided  Cocke  County  and  a  part  of  Greene, 
pretty  thoroughly,  and  brought  out  safely  800  hogs  and  some  horses 
and  cattle. 
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On  yesterday  I  started  to  Greeneville,  but  was  overtaken  by  a 
courier  stating  that  300  Yankees  had  attacked  Lieutenant  Eichie  and 
took  100  hogs  from  him.  I  immediately  tacked  about  with  60  men 
and  made  after  them.  We  met  them,  300  strong,  5  miles  of  New- 
port, and  had  a  brisk  fight,  driving  the  enemy  back  several  hundred 
yards.  We  had  3  men  wounded,  1  of  whom  is  at  Hawk's  house,  the 
other  here.  The  enemy's  loss,  1  captain  killed  and  3  men  wounded. 
My  men  fought  well.  The  wounded  are  of  Captain  Boykin's  com- 
pany, South  Carolina  cavalry. 

My  hogs  (800)  are  all  above  the  springs.  Colonel  Mallett  has 
ordered  Captain  McRae  back,  and  I  will  not  let  him  go;  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  do  without  him,  and  I  wish  you  to  lay  the  facts  before  the 
War  Department.  I  am  not  only  saving  property  for  the  Govern- 
ment, but  threatening  the  enemy  on  his  lines,  and  keeping  him  un- 
easy, and  drawing  some  of  his  force  away  to  watch  me.  Please  haste 
to  lay  this  matter  before  the  authorities.  The  enemy  went  to  mouth 
of  Chucky  last  night.  No  other  news  excepting  that  heavy  cannon- 
ading was  heard  toward  Rogersville  yesterday. 
Your  brother, 

ROBT.  B.  VANCE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I  had  to  let  Captain  Boykin  go  home  this  morning ;  this 
shears  me  of  a  good  portion  of  my  strength.  Why  can  I  not  get 
some  of  General  Hoke's  men,  or  him  and  his  whole  command?  The 
field  is  so  inviting  and  I  am  so  anxious  to  do  something;  There  is 
also  Colonel  Williams'  regiment  at  Greenville,  S.  C.  Let  it  be  un- 
derstood at  Richmond  that  I  ask  for  men  not  to  defend  North  Caro- 
lina simply,  but  to  work  for  the  Government  in  East  Tennessee. 

[Indorsement.] 

November  23,  1863. 
I  hope  General  Lee  will  be  able  to  spare  Hoke's  remaining  men  to 
this  service.     The  recommendation  of  General  Vance  to  that  effect 
has  been  commended  to  his  favorable  consideration. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

"     November  19,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  I  inclose  you  the  copy*  of  a  letter  received  yesterday  from 
Colonel  Northrop  on  the  subject  of  impressment  of  supplies  for  this 
army.  If  the  imperative  necessity  has  arisen  which  Major  Noland 
mentions  in  the  paper  prepared  by  him  for  Colonel  Northrop,  it  will 
doubtless  continue,  and  from  Colonel  Northrop's  indorsement  I 
judge  the  same  prevails  for  all  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy.  It 
is  not,  then,  a  case  of  mere  temporary  exigency,  like  that  alluded  to 
in  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  31,  repeated  in  General  Orders, 
No.  144,  current  series,  where  the  general  commanding  an  army  is 
authorized  to  impress.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  I  am  the 
proper  authority  to  command  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Subsist- 
ence to  impress  "supplies  in  the  manner  desired. 

*  Not  found. 
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Again,  if  the  operatioua  of  the  impressmeut  law,  in  its  ftiU  extent, 
are  to'be  limited  to  those  portions  of  the  Confederacy  where  armies 
are  situated,  it  would  bear  very  unequally  on  tlie  States  and  the  peo- 
ple. Nor  will  the  employment  of  the  impressing  power  in  all  its 
stringency  in  the  regions  already  harassed  and  stripped  by  large 
armies  serve  to  obtain  adequate  supplies.  I  would  therefore  sug- 
gest, if  this  necessity  exists  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  our  different 
armies,  and  if  it  is  impossible  to  subsist  them  longer  by  purchase 
from  the  citizens,  that  it  will  be  better  for  the  Department  to  give  the 
requisite  authority  to  the  agents  of  the  Subsistence  Bureau  in  all 
the  States  than  for  the  commander  of  a  particular  army  to  increase 
the  burdens  of  a  country  already  much  exhausted  by  the  continued 
presence  of  that  army. 

I  think  every  effort  should  be  made  to  render  equal  the  action  of 
the  impressment  law,  and  so  to  fix  the  proportion  of  the  produce  to 
be  taken  from  each  farmer  as  to  make  its  operations  gentle  and  regu- 
lar, and  not  dependent  upon  the  will  or  caprice  of  the  impressing 
agent. 

If  the  Department,  however,  wishes  me  to  issue  the  order  requested 
by  Colonel  Northrop,  I  will  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  hi,  xjhjhtf 

General. 


War  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  20,  18G3. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding : 

General  :  I  am  not  prej^ared  to  command  the  resort  to  military 
impressment  recommended  to  your  consideration  by  the  Commissary- 
General;  first,  because  I  do  not  consider  myself  warranted  in  con- 
trolling the  discretion  which  is  imposed  by  law  on  commanders  in 
the  field,  under  circumstances  of  exigency  which  can  only  be  fully 
known  to  themselves,  of  relieving  their  army  by  the  summary  pro- 
cess of  umlimited  impressment ;  and,  secondly,  because,  while  not 
free  from  serious  anxiety  about  our  future  prospects  of  subsistence, 
I  do  not  accord  with  tlie  Comniissary-General  in  the  extent  or  im- 
mediate pressure  of  the  dearth  of  provisions.  Colonel  Northrop 
does  not  seem  to  have  fully  explained  to  you  why  he  made  the  appli- 
cation in  the  manner  he  did,  direct  to  you.  The  impressment  law, 
as  you  may  have  observed,  gives  the  power  of  impressment  to  the 
Department  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  supplies  for  the  army, 
but  limits  it  merely  to  the  surplus  of  production,  requiring  that  a 
sufficiency  for  the  reasonable  support  of  the  holder,  his  family,  or 
employes  should  be  exempted. 

The  construction  of  the  Department,  in  conformity  with  the  spirit 
if  not  the  letter  of  this  restriction,  exempts  supplies  which  may 
have  been  purchased,  as  well  as  those  raised  for  private  consump- 
tion, and  likewise,  to  secure  provisions  for  consumers  in  the  cities 
who  are  not  able  to  make  such  permanent  provision,  allows  exemp- 
tion of  products  for  subsistence  in  transitu  to  market.  This  restric- 
tion, thus  interpreted,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  Commissary-General, 
with  the  scant  supplies,  as  he  supposes,  really  existing  in  the  country, 
renders  it  impracticable  for  him  to  accumulate  supplies  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  the  army. 
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In  casting  around  for  the  means  of  avoiding  the  effect  of  this  re- 
striction, he  finds  another  clause  of  the  impressment  law  reposes  in 
commanders  in  the  field  the  discretion  of  unlimited  impressment 
when  necessity  requires,.and  believing,  as  he  insists,  that  such  neces- 
sity is  actually  existing,  he  wnshes  what  was  intended  as  a  power  for 
casual  exercise  should  be  brought  into  general  and  immediate  opera- 
tion. Considering  that  the  discretion  was  reposed  by  law  in  the 
generals  commanding  to  be  determined  on  their  convictions  of  the 
necessity  existing,  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  prohibit  the  Com- 
missary General  from  presenting  his  view  of  such  necessity  and 
suggesting  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  referred  to. 

At  the  same  time  I  have  declined  myself  to  command,  or  even  rec- 
ommend to  the  generals  in  the  field,  the  general  use  of  the  unlimited 
power  of  impressment  given  them  by  the  law.  I  do  not  wonder  at 
the  reluctance  which  is  felt  by  you  to  the  employment  of  such  sum- 
mary means,  and  I  certainly  think  they  should  be  foreborne  unless 
upon  information  possessed  by  yourself  or  communicated  by  officers 
of  the  commissariat,  who  have  ampler  means  of  judgment  than  I  can 
possess,  your  conviction  of  the  necessity  should  make  it  imperative. 

Impressment  as  a  mode  of  supply  for  the  army,  even  with  the 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  Department,  is  unequal  and  odious,  and 
I  shall  earnestly  urge  at  the  approaching  session  of  Congress  the 
expediency  of  adopting  other  modes  of  supply,  or  of  so  tempering 
and  regulating  this  as  to  make  it  less  harsh  and  more  equal  in  its 
operation. 

Yours,  with  esteem, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Arty.  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  20,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  carefully  re- 
considered all  the  recommendations  for  promotion  in  the  artillery 
service  with  this  army,  availing  myself  of  the  matured  counsels  of 
General  Long,  chief  of  artillery,  Second  Corps,  and  Colonel  "Walker, 
chief  of  artillery.  Third  Corps,  and  of  General  Stuart  for  the  bat- 
teries serving  with  the  cavalry.  The  result  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
report. 

The  legitimate  armament  of  batteries  actually  in  the  field  with  the 
army,  including  those  attached  to  the  First  Corps  and  those  with  the 
cavalry,  amounts  to  370  guns.  At  present  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
guns  in  some  of  the  batteries,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Napoleons  have 
not  been  supplied  in  sufficient  numbers  to  replace  all  the  6-pounders 
and  howitzers  turned  in  to  be  recast,  and  the  additional  fact  that 
casualties  in  action  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  service  have  deprived 
us  at  this  juncture  of  some  pieces  and  teams,  for  the  replacing  of 
which  arrangements  are  in  progress.  The  existing  incomplete  num- 
ber thus  produced  is  244. 

As  all  the  elements  of  our  organization,  companies,  battalions,  and 
corps  groups,  are  based  upon  the  legitimate  number  expected  to  be 
restored  as  soon  as  practicable,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  proper  standard 
by  which  to  adjust  our  legal  proportion  of  field  officers.    This  num- 
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ber  entitles  us,  under  the  law,  to  3  brigadier-generals,  7  colonels,  11 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  17  majors.  We  now  have  on  our  rolls  2 
brigadier-generals,  6  colonels,  0  lieutenant-colonels,  and  17  majors, 
viz:  W.  N.  Pendleton  and  A.  L.  Long,  brigadier-generals;  S.  Crutch- 
field,  J.  B.  Walton,  J.  T.  Brown,  H.  C.  Cabell,  E.  L.  Walker,  and 

E.  P.  Alexander,  colonels;  A.  S.  Cutts,  R.  S.  Andrews,  Thomas  H. 
Carter,  H.  P.  Jones,  W.  Nelson,  and  John  J.  Garnett,  lieutenant- 
colonels;  Charles  Richardson,  B.  F.  Eshleman,  S.  P.  Hamilton,  R. 

F.  Beckham,  James  Dearing,  T.  J.  Page,  jr.,  W.  J.  Pegram,  D.  G. 
Mcintosh,  W.  T.  Poague,  C.  M.  Braxton,  R.  A.  Hardaway,  J.  B. 
Brockenbrough,  John  Lane,  F.  Huger,  John  C.  Haskell,  J.  P.  W. 
Read,  James  Reilly,  majors. 

Of  the  colonels,  Cratchfield  is  understood  to  be  so  far  disabled  for 
active  field  service,  by  tte  effects  of  a  severe  wound  received  at 
Chancellorsville,  that  it  is  duo  equally  to  the  service  and  to  himself 
that  he  be  assigned  to  some  position  better  adapted  to  his  physical 
condition.  His  eminent  merit  and  services  deserve  reward.  General 
Jackson  desired  him  to  be  made  brigadier-general  of  artillery  and 
to  continue  in  his  post  of  chief  of  artillery  for  the  Second  Corps. 
This,  by  General  Jackson's  death  and  his  own  protracted  disability, 
seems  to  be  now  precluded,  but  it  is  hoped  a  congenial  and  useful 
position  may  be  assigned  him  in  coimection  with  the  defense  of 
Richmond,  or  with  some  other  department  of  home  defense. 

Colonel  Walton  is  also  a  meritorious  officer  for  whom  some  other 
sphere  of  duty  seems  required,  in  justice  to  the  service  and  to  him- 
self. His  junior  colonel,  Alexander,  is  believed  to  be  better  adapted 
to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery  with  the  First  Corps  as  its 
chief,  and  he  must  therefore  be  recommended  for  promotion  to  that 
position.  In  this  event,  however,  it  is  understood  Colonel  Walton 
prefers  duty  elsewhere,  Mobile  being  mentioned  as  the  locality  most 
agreeable  to  him.  It  is  hoped  the  interests  of  the  service  may  admit 
of  his  being  thus  accommodated. 

Colonel  Cabell  is  another  estimable  officer  whom  it  is  best  to  trans- 
fer to  another  position.  His  worth  as  a  gentleman,  his  patriotism 
as  a  citizen,  and  his  gallantry  as  a  soldier  deserve  honorable  mention, 
but  it  is  believed  he  coiild  render  better  service  in  a  command  re- 
quiring less  prompt  activity  than  that  he  now  holds.  It  is  therefore 
respectfully  recommended  that  he  be  transferred,  by  exchange  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lightfoot,  to  command  the  battalion  of  field  ar- 
tillery at  Richmond,  now  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Light- 
foot,  and  that  the  latter  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  battalion 
with  tliis  army  of  which  Colonel  Cabell  has  had  charge. 

Of  tlie  lieutenant-colonels,  Andrews,  a  most  gallant  and  distin- 
guished officer,  ought,  in  duty  to  the  cause  and  to  himself,  to  be  re- 
lieved from  field  exposure  and  employed  in  less  trying  service,  that 
he  may  recover  from  the  threatening  consequences  of  a  dangerous 
wound  received  at  Cedar  Run,  nearly  eighteen  months  ago.  He  is 
admirably  adapted  to  usefulness  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  audit 
is  hoped  a  position  therein  may  be  assigned  him  with  an  additional 
grade.  Were  it  really  proper  for  him  to  remain  in  the  field,  senior- 
ity and  merit  Avould  together  place  him  first  on  our  list  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonels for  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Garnett  may  with  advantage  to  the  service  be 
relieved  of  his  command  and  assigned  to  other  duty.  He  has  proved 
less  efficient  in  the  field  than  was  expected  of  so  well  trained  and 
capable  a  soldier.     It  is  believed  he  can  be  more  useful  on  conscript 
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service  than  in  his  present  position.  Such  change  for  him  is  there- 
fore respectfully  recommended. 

Of  the  majors,  Brockenbrough,  entitled  to  praise  for  extended  and 
good  service,  is  disabled,  and  will  probably  long  so  continue,  by  the 
lingering  effects  of  a  wound  received  at  Fredericksburg  last  De- 
cember. He  ought  to  be  relieved  of  responsible  connection  with  this 
army  and  assigned  some  post  of  comparatively  light  duty. 

To  fill  the  vacancies  thus  occurring  and  others  now  existing,  I 
respectfully  recommend,  on  the  testimonials  of  other  commanders, 
as  well  as  on  my  own  judgment,  the  following  promotions,  viz : 
Col.  E.  P.  Alexander,  to  be  brigadier-general  and  chief  of  artil- 
lery, First  Corps ;  Lieutenant-Colonels  Carter,  Jones,  and  Cutts,  to 
be  colonels ;  Majors  Bearing,  Eshleman,  Huger,  Braxton,  Pegram, 
Mcintosh,  Poague,  Beckham,  Hardaway,  and  Richardson,  to  be  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and  Captains  Cutshaw,  Jordan,  Miller,  Stribling, 
Raiue,  R.  C.  M.  Page,  Watson,  McGraw,  M.  Johnson,  Ward,  Mau- 
rin,  Moorman,  Chew,  and  Breathed,  to  be  majors. 

Our  list  of  assignments  will  then  stand: 

FIRST  CORPS. 
E.  P.  Alexander,  Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Lieut.    Col.  F.  Huger,  South ) 

Carolina.  >•  Huger's  Battalion. 

Major  Jordan,  Virginia ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel   Beckham,  ) 

Virginia.  v  Beckham's  Battalion. 

Major  Read,  Georgia ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eshleman,  ) 

Louisiana.  >  Eshleman's  Battalion. 

Major  Miller,  Louisiana ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lightfoot,  ) 

North  Carolina.  V  Lightfoot's  Battalion 

Major  Hamilton,  Georgia )  i^Col.  Jones. 

Major  Haskell,  South  Carolina  )  tt„  ^    ni,,  -d  4.+  t 
Major  Reilly,  North  Carolina.  [  Haskell  s  Battalion. 

SECOND  CORPS. 
A.  L.  Long,  Brigadier-General. 

Maj.  R.  C.  M.  Page, Virginia  .  }  ,    -r,  ,,  .. 

Major  Moorman,  Virginia  ....("  Page  s  Battalion  .... 

Major  Cutshaw,  Virginia i  n  j.  x,      >    -d  xj.  t 

Major  Stribling,  Viriinia \  C^t^haw  s  Battalion. 

Lieutenant  -  Colonel    Braxton,  ) 

Virginia.  V  Braxton's  Battalion  . 

Major  Raiiie,  Virginia ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardaway,  )  '} 

Alabama.  C  Hardaway's  Battal- 

Major  Watson, Virginia )      io^i- 

Lieutenant  -  Colonel    Nelson,  ) 

Virginia.  v  Nelson's  Battalion 

Maj.  T.  J.  Page,  jr.,  Virginia.  ) 


Col.   Carter, 
Virginia. 


Col.  Brown, 
Virginia. 


Col.     Ciitts, 
Georgia. 
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THIRD  CORPS. 

R.  L.  Walker,  Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Lieutenant-Colonel    Pegram,  ) 

Virginia.  >  Pegram's  Battalion. 

Major  McGraw,  Maryland ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mcintosh,  ) 

South  Carolina.  >  Mcintosh's  Battalion. 

Major  Johnson,  Virginia ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel      Poague,  ) 

■  Maryland.  r  Poague's  Battalion. 

Major  Ward,  Mississippi ) 

Lieutenant-Colonel     Richard- )  Richardson's  Battal- 

son,  Loxnsiana.  V      • 

Major  Maurin,  Louisiana  . . . .  ) 

Colonel  Cutts  Georgia )  ^^^^,  Battalion 

Major  Lane,  Georgia J 

Lieutenant-Colonel     Bearing,  "1 

MSS'itw,  Virginia l"^''^'^^  --1^^- 

Major  Breathed,  Virginia J 

In  this  schedule  will  be  noticed  2  colonels  less  and  1  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  3  majors  more  than  the  literal  legal  ratio,  an  exchange 
■  deemed  allowable,  as  2  colonels  are  on  the  numerical  scale  of  the  law 
more  than  equivalent  to  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  3  majors,  and  these 
are  needed,  as  the  schedule  shows,  for  the  best  organization. 

General  Long  wishes  his  battalion  grouped  as  above  under  Col- 
onels Carter  and  Brown. 

I  concur  with  him  in  deeiping  it  a  good  arrangement,  and  have 
provided  similarly  for  the  two  reserve  battalions,  First  Corps,  on 
this  line,  under  Colonel  Jones. 

Tlie  best  men  are  believed  to  be  herein  presented  in  each  case  ;  at 
the  same  time  the  fairest  distribution  practicable  is  made  of  promo- 
tions in  the  corps,  respectively,  and  among  the  several  States.  From 
the  First  Corps,  including  a  brigadier-general,  there  are  7  promo- 
tions; from  the  Second,  8;  from  the  Third,  9,  and  from  the  Horse 
Artillery,  4. 

These  promotions  are  much  needed  and  it  is  believed  they  will 
greatly  benefit  the  artillery  service;  encouragement  to  this  arm  has 
not  been,  as  it  should  be,  commensurate  with  that  in  the  others. 

Even  with  the  recommendations  now  submitted,  the  number  of  ar- 
tillery field  officers  will  be  only  about  three-fourths  of  those  belong- 
ing to  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  or  infantry  having  anything  like 
the  number  of  men,  companies,  &c. ,  constituting  the  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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ObDNANCE  Office, 
Dublin  Depot,  November  21„  18G3. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  Le  Roy  Brown, 

Commanding  Arnenal : 
Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  circular  of  March  31  and  July  8, 
J863,  from  Ordnance  Bureau,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  num- 
ber of  troops  in  this  department,  as  follows  : 

Infantry. 8, 635 

Artilleiy 908 

Cavalry 6, 467 

Total 16, 010 

This  is  a  statement  of  enlisted  men  alone. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  BOWYER, 
Major,  Chief  Orel.  Officer,  Dept.  W.  Va.  and  East  Tenn. 


Bureau  of  Subsistence,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  November  22,   1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  by  him  been  placed  in  my  hands.  Your  general  views 
that  the  application  of  the  impressment  laws  should  be  equal,  and 
proportionate  to  the  amount  of  each  man's  production  and  neces- 
sities, should  be  gentle  and  regular,  and  not  dependent  on  the 
caprice  or  will  of  the  impressing  agent,  must  commend  themselves 
to  the  mind  of  every  just  and  reasonable  man.  Nothing  to  the  con- 
trary was  implied  in  my  late  communication  to  you. 

You  have  not  appreciated  my  presentation  of  the  existing  state  of 
things,  because  you  have  connected  its  consideration  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  Orders  Nos.  31  [March  19,  180:!]  and  144  [November  0,  1803], 
so  far  as  pertaining  to  these  things,  which  imply  that  there  is  enough 
in  the  country  for  full  supply  both  for  the  people  and  army. 

As  that  basis  does  not  exist,  no  inferential  reasoning  from  these 
orders  are  of  moment. 

There  are  two  classes  of  imjjressment,  one  to  meet  exigencies  of 
armies  in  the  field,  of  such  character  as  to  make  impressments  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  its  subsistence  ;  second,  when  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  be  of  opinion,  &c.  See  section  4  of  General  Orders, 
No.  37  [April  6,  1863]. 

The  first  section  overrides  all  exemptions,  and  secures  the  prop- 
erty. The  second  class  is  so  crippled  as  to  leave  the  army  only  the 
surphis,  after  everybody  has  secured  one  year's  supply.  This  proc- 
ess has  been  elaborated  in  Major  Noland's  letter,  and  has  frequently 
been  set  forth  to  the  War  Department.  There  being  no  surjjlus,  but 
actual  deficiency,  and  there  being  no  penalty  attached  to  a  refusal 
to  hold  impressed  property,  or  against  selling  to  another  for  higher 
prices,  impressments  under  section  No.  4  can  accomplish  but  little. 
I  consider  that  the  exigency  contemplated  in  section  No.  1  is  really 
in  every  apmy  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

Your  proposition  that  the  Secretary  of  War  should  issue  appro- 
priate directions  to  the  generals  commanding  is  beyond  his  power, 
and  he  has  no  resource  in  case  of  non-acquiescence  on  the  jjart  of 
the  people.     Section  1  gives  legality  to  the  physical  power  in  the 
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hands  of  the  generals 'commanding.  The  troops  will  be  in  want 
Ijefore  the  tithe  meat  comes  in  sufficient  (if  it  ever  will  be)  to  meet 
that  want. 

There  exists  an  urgent  difficulty.  Last  winter  I  stated  to  you  that 
this  was  impending,  and  the  generals  in  the  field  alone  have  the 
legal  and  actual  power  to  combat  it,  and  using  the  organization  of 
this  bureau  in  their  respective  departments  enables  them  to  shift  the 
burden  from  their  immediate  proximity  and  expand  it  over  the 
whole  of  their  departments  respectively. 

Furthermore,  such  action  will  rouse  the  nation  to  a  sense  of  its 
real  condition,  brought  on  or  allowed  by  the  timidity  of  the  political 
leaders  in  Congress  and  the  Legislatures.  The  first  class  appreciated 
the  emergency,  but  failed  to  sanction  the  law  by  adequate  penalties; 
the  second  class  failed  to  sustain  the  principle  of  the  joint  appraise- 
ment by  not  fixing  maximum  prices  near  those  of  the  joint  apprais- 
ers; therefore,  no  holder  would  exchange  his  commodities  for  an 
inflating,  depreciating  currency  so  long  as  he  is  not  obliged  to  sell. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  that  you  re-examine  General  Orders,  No.  37, 
with  the  law,  and  reconsider  my  proposition,  which  is  of  importance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  23,  1863. 
Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary-General,  Richmond,  Va.. 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  is  received.  I  xmder- 
stand  the  power  of  impressment  conferred  upon  commanding  gen- 
erals, to  which  you  refer,  to  be  designed  to  provide  against  emergen- 
cies and  exigencies  in  the  service,  such  as  the  case  of  an  army  cut 
off  from  its  base  of  supplies,  and  the  like.  I  do  not  think  Congress 
intended  it  as  a  means  for  accumulating  stores  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  as  other  provisions  were  made  for  that  purpose  by  law. 

I  am  also  of  opinion  that  if  I  possess  the  power  you  suppose,  its 
exercise  would  be  attended  with  evil  consequences.  It  would,  of 
necessity,  be  partial  in  its  application,  and  therefore  unjust  and  op- 
pressive. I  think  that  the  systein  of  impressment,  if  we  must  resort 
to  it,  should  be  by  some  uniform  regulation,  applicable  not  only  to 
all  the  States,  but  to  every  part  of  each  State.  I  prefer  this  arrange- 
ment to  the  one  proposed  by  you,  conceding  that  your  views  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  law  are  correct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £i.  LSf^, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  24,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imp,oden,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  Inclosed  please  find  lists,*  Nos.  1  and  3,  of  deserters 
from  this  army,  serving  with  your  command,  furnished  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Edward  Murray,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  this  army.     Those  of 
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list  No.  1,  you  claim  as  having  been  enlisted  within  the  enemy's 
lines,  upon  the  authority  considered  by  you  as  having  been  granted 
in  letters,  one  of  May  7,  from  Hon.  George  W.  Randolph,  then  Secre- 
tary of  "War,  another  of  December  23,  1863,  from  General  S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  and  Special  Orders,  No.  251,  of 
October  27,  18G2. 

The  War  Department,  in  extending  amnesty  to  deserters  received 
into  other  commands,,  would  do  so  in  the  shape  of  an  order,  both  to 
inform  their  proper  officers  of  their  pardon  and  its  conditions,  and 
to  relieve  the  deserters  and  officers  receiving  them  from  the  penal- 
ties ordered  under  the  twenty-second  Article  of  War.  No  such  order 
is  on  record  among  files  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office,  nor  can  it  be  discovered  upon  perusal  that  the  letters  give 
authority  to  enlist  deserters.  They  do  authorize  you  to  "recruit  all 
the  men  you  can  from  counties  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  also 
from  non-conscripts ;"  the  latter  privilege  extending  to  those  within 
and  out  of  our  lines;  the  former  to  those  of  conscript  age  outside  of 
our  lines,  thus  removing  the  prohibition  against  such  enlistments 
contained  in  General  Orders,  No.  53,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral's Office,  of  July  31,  1862.  As  General  Orders,  No.  43,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  Office,  of  June  13, 1862,  prohibits  the  trans- 
fer of  men  from  the  line  to  partisan  corps,  partisan  officers  know- 
ingly violating  the  order  forfeit  authority  to  raise  troops,  and 
deserters  belonging  to  the  line  come  as  fully  under  this  prohibition 
as  others,  as  their  connection  cannot  be  severed  from  original  com- 
mands excepting  by  transfer  or  discharge  by  proper  authority. 

In  addition  to  these  considerations,  policy  requires  the  return  of 
these  men.  If  discovered  that  desertion  into  the  enemy's  lines 
instead  of  punishment  secures  the  reception  of  the  offenders  into 
commands  serving  near  their  homes,  aU  anxious  to  serve  in  such 
vicinities  have  but  to  desert,  thus  destroying  all  military  organiza- 
tion and  discipline. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  commanding  general  directs  that  you 
cause  these  men  to  be  turned  over,  with  their  descriptive  and 
clothing  lists,  to  the  nearest  provost-marshal,  to  be  forwarded  to 
their  proper  companies. 

List  No.  3  contains  names  of  those  claimed  by  you  as  having  been 
illegally  transferred  by  General  Jackson  from  the  militia.  It  is  pre- 
sumed these  transfers  were  made  under  consultation  with  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  laws  of  the  State.  They  were  acquiesced  in  by  all 
but  the  small  number  who  deserted  as  either  legal  or  necessary 
under  pressure  of  the  occasion,  and  were  recognized  by  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  as  legal,  as  General  Orders,  No.  36,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  last  series,  provides  for  the  discharge  of 
all  so  drafted  who  were  over  thirty-five  years  of  age,  without  em- 
bracing those  of  conscript  age.  Waiving  the  question  of  law,  the 
transfer  having  been  made  by  an  officer  high  in  rank  and  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  State  and  Confederate  Governments,  it  is  not  for  indi- 
vidual opinion  to  determine  it;  but  in  order  that  the  question  may 
be  definitely  settled  by  a  proper  tribunal,  and  to  prevent  the  with- 
drawal from  this  army  of  the  large  number  of  drafted  men  who 
under  your  claim,  if  admitted  in  behalf  of  these  men,  would  be  jus- 
tified in  leaving  to  join  other  commands,  the  commanding  general 
directs  that  they  also  be  forwarded,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of 
list  No.  1,  for  trial. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  H.  CHILTON. 
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Headquarters, 

November  25,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond: 
Mr.  President:  I  liave  the  honor  to  send  herewith*  a  letter  com- 
mitted to  my  care  from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Insjiector  Gen- 
eral, received  last  evening.  A  scout  from  Culpeper  reported  last 
night  that  the  First  Army  Corps  of  General  Meade's  army,  encamped 
near  the  coiirt-house,  had  been  provided  with  eight  days'  rations  and 
received  marching  orders,  their  destination  unknown,  biit  their  own 
men  reported  they  were  to  move  forward.  A  scout  from  Stafford 
also  reported  last  night  that  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  moved  from 
Morrisville  yesterday,  with  two  batteries  of  artillery  and  a  train  of 
wagons,  to  Ellis'  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock,  Avhere  they  were  cross- 
ing Avhen  he  left.  They  had  eight  days'  rations  and  inquired  the  dis- 
tance to  Ely's  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan,  from  which  it  was  presumed 
that  point  Avas  their  destination.  He  also  heard  that  the  infantry 
along  the  railroad  was  in  motion.  From  these  reports  and  the  indi- 
cations in  the  Washington  papei's,  I  infer  that  General  Meade  intends 
to  advance.  Pickett's  division  should  be  held  in  readiness  and  ad- 
vanced to  Hanover  Junction  if  nothing  prevents.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge,  the  Federal  army  greatly  exceeds  this  in  numbers,  and  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent  disaster.  I  hear  of  no  forces 
of  the  enemy  south  of  James  River  or  on  the  Peninsula.  General 
Biitler  may  project  a  movement  up  the  Rappahannock  to  Frede- 
ricksburg. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  25,  1863. 
General  J.  D.  Imboden, 

Commanding  Valley  District ,  Staunton,  Ya.: 

General:  I  have  been  much  gratified  by  the  result  of  your  recent 
operations.  Major  "White's  and  Captain  McNeill's. 

The  reports  have  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and  I 
beg  to  tender  to  you  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  each  command 
my  high  appreciation  of  tlieir  services.  Similar  success  will  always 
attend  like  efforts.  It  is  onlj'  by  constant  w^atchfulness  and  labor 
that  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  can  be  prevented. 

It  is  important  that  you  impress  upon  your  scouts  the  necessity  of 
giving  you  correct  information.  I  think  the  strength  of  the  enemy's 
column  is  always  greatly  exaggerated.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  num- 
ber of  Averell's  troops  and  the  expedition  said  to  have  advanced  up 
the  Kanawha  in  this  last  exyjedition.  Proper  dispositions  cannot  be 
made  to  repel  these  attacks  unless  the  number  of  the  enemy  be  cor- 
rectly stated. 

From  the  reports  of  scouts,  I  think  it  probable  that  the  army 
of  General  Meade  is  about  to  advance  from  the  Rappahannock. 
Whether  it  will  attempt  to  cross  the  Rapidan,  there  is  nothing  now 
to  indicate.     In  the  event  of  its  advance,  I  have  tliought  you  might 
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give  material  aid  by  sending  a  force  east  of  the  Blue  Eidge  to  aid 
Major  Mosby  to  break  up  the  railroad  north  of  the  Rappahannock 
and  interrupt  its  communications.  Major  Gilmor's  battalion  could 
at  least  operate  advantageously  in  that  way.  I  will  telegraph  you 
if  an  advance  of  General  Meacle  is  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Petersburg,  Va.,  Novemher  25,  1803—10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  26th.) 
General  S.  Cooper. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army  : 
One  brigade  of  my  division,  Kemper's,  at  Hanover  Junction.    Hun- 
ton's  brigade  is  at  Chaffin's  Bluff.    Barton's  brigade  is  here.    Corse's, 
in  East  Tennessee.     Th^  only  brigade  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand. Barton's,  I  will  hold  in  readiness  to  move. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Ma,jor- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

jSTovember  20.  1803. 
Adjutant-General  : 

I  had  not  seen  this  telegram  when  I  conversed  with  you  just  now. 
One  brigade  (Barton's)  should  proceed  to  Hanover  Junction ;  another 
should  be  drawn  back  from  North  Carolina  to  Petersburg. 

J.  A.  S.  -[SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 


JSTOVEMBER  20,  1863. 

General  route  of  wagon  train  of  Second  Corps  : 

Turn  off  the  plank  road  at  Verdierville  and  go  to  Antioch  Church ; 
thence,  via  Jacobs'  Mills,  Richards',  Briscoe's,  and  Parker's,  to  the 
Catharpin  road.  Follow  the  Catharpin  road  to  Shady  Grove  Church, 
then  turn  to  the  right  and  go,  via  Buchanan's,  Pool's,  and  "Waite's,  to 
the  new  court-house. 

The  above  is  the  route  to  be  pursued  by  the  baggage  trains  (all 
wagons  not  necessary  in  an  engagement)  and  the  reserve  artillery. 
The  trains  will  move  as  the  progress  of  the  army  requires,  and  when 
halted  will  be  located  at  such  point  as  will  enable  them  readily  to 
take  roads  leading  directly  to  the  Fredericksburg  plank  road  or  to 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  so  that  they  can  at  once  leave  the 
above  routes  and  move  up  to  the  army,  or  move  to  the  south  of  the 
roads  above  indicated,  thereby  clearing  them. 

The  brigade  ordnance  wagons  Avill  keep  with  the  troops  ;  the  corps 
reserve  ordnance  trains  will  keep  with  the  general  reserve  ordnance 
train,  under  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ordnance. 
Chief  ordnance  officers  of  the  corps  will  report  to  him  for  further  in- 
structions. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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War  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett, 

Commanding  at  Petersburg  : 
I  find  your  force  less  than  I  had  supposed.  It  will  not  do  wholly 
to  uncover  Petersburg.  Can  you  not  draw  some  forces  from  North 
Carolina  to  take  their  place,  yet  leaving  Weld  on  protected  ?  I  sug- 
gest your  sending  such  portion  of  Barton's  brigade  at  Petersburg  as 
you  can  spare  to  Hanover  Junction  at  once,  retaining  the  balance 
until  you  draw  some  force  from  North  Carolina.  Take  care  not  to 
interfere  with  the  movements  of  corn. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  November  26,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  this  morning  in  reference  to  the  sending  of  a  portion  of 
Barton's  brigade  to  Hanover  Junction  and  not  leaving  Petersburg 
uncovered.  Barton's  brigade  numbers  about  1,200  muskets  ;  there- 
fore it  would  not  do  to  divide  it.  Petersburg  is  not  covered  by  any 
means  against  an  attack.  I  have  so  reported  before.  All  that  I  could 
do  would  be  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  they  advance  in 
force,  till  I  could  get  re-enforcements. 

The  only  infantry  I  have  in  the  department,  besides  Barton's  bri- 
gade, is  Ra:isom's'  brigade,  one  regiment  of  which  is  in  Western 
North  Carolina.  Please  inform  me  what  the  emergency  is.  If  I  am 
to  take  my  division  into  the  field,  I  wish  to  take  the  whole  division, 
and  not  a  portion  of  it,  as  I  did  at  Gettysburg,  and  I  beg  of  yo\i  not  to 
split  it  up  when  going  into  action.  If  I  am  to  keep  command  of  this 
department,  do  not  entirely  denude  it.  I  refer  you  to  many  of  my 
communications  on  the  subject.  If  the  enemy  make  an  advance  on 
General  Lee,  the  probability  is  they  will  make  a  simultaneous 
advance  on  this  point  and  \ip  the  river. 

Rest  assured  I  will  use  my  utmost  endeavors  to  comply  with  what- 
ever order  I  may  receive  with  my  whole  ability. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- Ge neral,  Commanding. 


Petersburg, 

November  26,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper: 
The  following  dispatch  just  received : 

The  French  steamer  has  anchored  off  Berkley.  Colonel  Herbert  reiwrts  enemy 
re-enforced  at  Suffolk  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  three  companies  of  cav- 
alry from  Newport  News.  Pickets  do  think  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  news  of 
enemy's  movements, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General, 
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[Indorsements.  ] 

November  27,  1863. 
General  Elzey  : 

Can  you  not  manage  to  get  intelligence  through  your  pickets  or 
scouts  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Richmond, 

November  38,  1863. 

My  pickets  and  scouts  on  this  side  are  unahle  to  pass  through  the 
enemy's  lines  to  obtain  information  of  what  is  going  on  in  their 
interior. 

Respectfully, 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Major-  General. 

November  80,  1863. 

Noted.     They  should  make  every  effort  and  be  on  the  alert. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


Fort  Boykin, 

Isle  of  Wight  County,   Va.,  November  26,  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,   Va.  : 

Honorable  Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  a  file  of  Heralds,  from  the 
12th  to  the  20th  instant.  They  contain  much  news  of  interest  as  to 
the  general  bearing  of  affairs  at  the  North  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  you.  I  send  the  papers  as  received  regularly  to  General  Elzey, 
and  all  other  news  of  interest,  &c. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Herald  of  the  17th  instant  contains  an 
editorial  upon  a  project  freely  discussed  by  the  officers  about  Old 
Point,  viz,  advancing  by  the  south  side  from  a  point  above  City  Point. 
Bermuda  Hundred,  opposite  Shirley,  is  spoken  of  as  the  place  they 
purpose  landing  in  order  to  flank  Drewry's  Bluff  and  cut  off  Peters- 
biirg.  We  have  the  means  of  knowing  their  conversation,  and  it  is 
faithfully  and  regularly  reported  to  us. 

The  enemy  on  Saturday  last  sent  two  regiments  of  infantry  and 
three  companies  of  cavalry  from  Newport  News  bj'' transport  up  the 
Nansemond  River,  to  re-enforce  their  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk. 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  this  line  of  communication  of  theirs 
could  be  easily  stopped,  and  effectively,  by  a  few  torpedoes  judiciously 
distributed  by  those  competent  to  set  them.  They  should  be  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  go  off  by  concussion  ;  none  other  would  do  on  account  of 
the  width  of  the  river  at  the  place  where  they  should  be  set  to  prove 
effective.  General  Pickett  approves  of  this  plan,  and  has  applied  for 
the  means  to  accomijlish  his  purpose. 

Butler  is  enrolling  everything  in  shape  of  men,  black  and  white. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  to  be  officially  informed  if  it  is  General 
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Butler's  purpose  to  put  to  death  our  scouts  caught  within  his  lines, 
uniformed  as  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy.  My  scouts  are  everywhere 
in  this  locality,  often  visiting  Norfolk,  Old  Point,  and  Yorktown. 
Such  a  threat  I  deem  against  the  laws  of  Christian  warfare,  and  not 
sustained  by  the  laws  of  war  or  nations.  Would  it  be  intruding  too 
much  upon  your  kindness  to  have  the  inquiries  made  through  the 
proper  official  channel,  that  I  may  govern  myself  accordingly  ? 

It  is  more  than  probable  from  their  own  talk  that  they  will  advance 
by  the  Peninsula  to  a  point  opposite  their  intended  landing  on  the 
south  side  in  order  that  they  be  mutually  supported  by  their  gun- 
boats. 

Their  talk  gives  evidence  of  a  deeply  laid  plan  by  Foster  to  cap- 
ture Richmond,  or  at  least  Petersburg,  and  these  officers  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  had  Foster  remained,  he  would  at  least  have  at- 
tempted it. 

It  has  become  particularly  hazardous  to  land  on  the  north  side  of  the 
James  within  their  lines,  owing  to  the  fact  of  deserters  and  other 
evil-disposed  persons  giving  them  information  of  our  line  of  com- 
munication. My  scouts  are  active  and  vigilant,  and  I  most  truly 
hope,  with  proper  prudence,  to  be  able  to  keep  this  communication 
open. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 

Major,  &c. 


Richmond, 

Noveviber  27,  1863, 

Major-General  Pickett, 

Petersburg  : 

Send  Barton's  brigade  to  Hanover  Junction,  as  first  directed  to- 
day, and  bring  forward  Ransom's  brigade,  as  also  instructed  this 
morning.     Arrangements  will  be  made  to  replace. 

S.  COOPER, 
Assistant  and  Inspector  General. 


Petersburg, 

November  27,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

Barton's  brigade  leaves  here  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  for  Richmond; 
transportation  should  be  ready  there  to  take  it  to  Hanover  Junction. 
I  have  ordered  Ransom  to  concentrate  at  Weldon,  leaving  two  com- 
panies at  Kinston  and  two  at  Hamilton.  Should  General  Whiting 
be  ordered  to  send  some  of  his  forces  to  Goldsborough  or  some  other 
point  on  the  railroad,  then  I  could  bring  Ransom  or  a  portion  of  his 
brigade  to  Petersburg,  which  is  how  entirely  uncovered.  Please  send 
an  order  to  the  regiment  of  Ransom,  in  Western  North  Carolina,  to 
return,  or  let  Whiting  relieve  it.  I  have  ordered  Seventeenth  Vir- 
ginia  to  be  ready  to  move  up  from  Blackwater, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Abstract  from  field  return  of  Vie  troops  commanded  Inj  Maj.    Oen.    George  E. 
Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  November  37,  18C3. 
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H) 

460 

812 

477 
578 
98 

Near  Petersburg. 
Goldsborough  and  Weldon. 
Franklin  Station. 
l>o. 

Ivor  Station. 
Petersburg. 

Ransom's  bripjade 

lOf.U  Heorgia  Battalion 

■\Vliittord's    North    Carolina   bat- 
talion. 

17'th  Virginia 

18th  Virginia 

Provost  guard  at  Kinston 

Total  infantry 

309  '    5,010 

5,862 

9,022 

7th  Confederate  (Cavalry 

ead   Georgia  Cavalry 

18  :        197 
35  j        498 
32  1        .589 

309 
621 
733 

0.38 
835 
971 

Ivor  Station. 
FraiiWin  Depot. 
Near  Weldon. 

3d   North  CaroUua  Cavalry 

Total  cavalry 

85  i    1,284 

1,063 

2,44i 

Branch's  artillery  command 

Dearing's  battalion 

48  1       mi 
14  1        ^>(:(l 

1,164 
313 
359 

275 

85 
72 

m 

126 
137 

1,4.51 
404 
480 
373 

98 

92 
95 
1.37 
1.56 

Near  Pet<<i-sburg.  6 

17 
12 

4 

2 

310 
211 

70 

l.st  North  Carolina  Artillery  (three 
companies). 

3d  North  Carolina  Ai-tillerj-,  Com- 
pany F. 

Near  Goldsborough. 

Cuniming's  battery 

3  1         fio 

Dictaon's  battery 

1 
4 

102 
126 

Total  artillery 

100 

2,200 

2,614 

3,286 

511 

8,600 

10,337 

14,969 

•                      ! 

a  Including  "Independent  Signal  Corps." 


6  Two  batteries  at  Weldon. 


Hon.  A. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Duhlin,  November  28,  1863. 
T.  Caperton: 


Sir  :  I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  2Gtli.  I  am  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  having  additional  troops  in  my  department,  and 
especially  of  having  an  adequate  force  to  jirevent  the  enemy  from 
l)eiietrating  into  Botetourt  and  Rockbridge.  I  have  repeatedly  asked 
for  re-enforcemeiits,  and  shall  do  so  again  whenever  I  think  that 
thei-e  is  the  slightest  possibility  that  they  can  be  jircjcured.  At  pres- 
ent I  regret  to  say  that  I  can  get  none. 

For  reasons  not  necessary  now  to  mention,  1  cannot  send  any  more 
of  my  own  troops  to  Greenbrier.  At  this  late  season  of  the  year  I 
do  not  think  the  enemy  will  move  into  Greenbrier  for  the  purpose 
of  occupying  the  county,  and  I  hope  and  believe  that  we  can  prevent- 
any  raiding  party  from  penetrating  into  Rockbridge  and  Botetourt. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  ascertain  and  inform  me  what  cavalry 
committed  the  depredations  you  mention  on  your  own  property  and 
that  at  the  Red  Sweet  Springs,  that  I  may  have  reparation  made 
and  the  officers  commanding  punished. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-Qeneral, 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  38,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols  : 

Your  note  of  the  36th  instant  has  been  received.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  send  you  re-enforcements  at  present.  Colonels  Ferguson 
and  Jackson  have  been  directed  to  receive  and  obey  orders  from  you, 
and  to  report  through  vou  to  these  headquarters. 

If  the  offensive  move  you  contemplate  should  be  made  from  the 
Kanawha,  you  must  not  make  a  stand  at  Lewisburg,  but  fall  back 
with  your  infantry  and  artillery  and  take  position  south  of  Green- 
brier River  at  or  near  the  burned  bridge,  leaving  your  cavalry  to 
skirmish  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  Lewisburg,  and,  if  too  heavily 
pressed,  to  fall  back  and  join  you  at  the  bridge.  Meanwhile  use 
every  exertion  to  effectually  blockade  the  road  by  Alderson's  Ferry 
and  any  other  road  by  which  the  enemy  can  turn  your  left  and  pene- 
trate into  Monroe.  For  their  own  protection  the  people  of  Monroe 
should  furnish  you  the  labor  needed  for  this  work.  If  they  will  do 
this  (and  your  influence  will  accomplish  it  if  it  can  be  accomplished  at 
all),  the  roads  can  be  so  obstructed  as  to  delay  the  enemy  a  day  or  so, 
should  he  attempt  to  come  in  on  your  left.  At  this  late  season  I  do 
not  think  the  enemy  will  enter  Greenbrier  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
manent occupation.  They  cannot  subsist  their  troops  in  that  coun- 
try, and  before  they  can  draw  supplies  from  the  Kanawha  the  roads 
will  probably  be  too  bad  for  them  to  rely  on  the  chances  of  subsist- 
ence from  that  direction. 

Should  the  enemy  move  on  you  now,  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  up  and  dispersing  your  command. 

Their  latn  raid  shows  how  reluctantly  they  venture  far  into  the 
country.  By  keeping  your  troops  well  in  hand  in  a  strong  position 
near  the  burned  bridge,  and  obstructing  the  roads  already  mentioned, 
should  the  enemy  move  with  the  purpose  of  penetrating  farther 
than  Lewisburg,  he  will  have  to  fight  you  in  a  strong  position  where, 
unless  my  information  is  at  fault,  you  can  resist  any  force  they 
can  send  from  the  Kanawha.  Should  they  attempt  to  turn  your 
left,  the  obstructions  should  delay  them  long  enough  to  enable  you 
to  take  a  new  position,  if  necessary. 

Should  they  attempt  to  move  by  Covington,  they  would  have  to 
make  a  detour  by  way  of  Prankford  and  come  down  the  Antony's 
Creek  road  (for  they  would  hardly  pass  directly  by  your  front,  ex- 
posing both  flanks  and  rear).  If  they  attempt  such  a  thing,  you  can 
move  by  a  much  shorter  line  and  stop  them  between  Dry  Creek  and 
Callaghan's. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 

November  38,  1863. 
Col.  George  Jackson,  Commanding  at  Magnolia,  Kenansville : 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  Kinston,  N.  C,  and  assums 
command.  The  Fiftieth  North  Carolina  Infantry  has  gone  on  this 
morning,  with  orders -to  report  to  you  at  Kinston.  Turn  over  youi 
command  at  Kenansville  to  the  next  in  rank.  Instructions  will  be 
sent  you  by  mail. 
By  commaud  of  Major-General  Whiting: 

T.  B.  VENABLE, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  GtEneral's  Office, 

No.  283.  f  Richmond,  November  28,  1863. 

XIII.  Brigadier-General  Clingman  will  proceed  with  his  brigade 
without  delay  to  North  Carolina  and  replace  Brigadier-General  Ran- 
som's brigade  at  Goldsborough  and  Weldon.  The  latter  brigade,  on 
being  relieved,  will  proceed  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  report  to  Major- 
General  Pickett. 

Brigadier-General  Barton  will  forthwith  proceed  with  his  brigade 
to  Hanover  Junction,  and  hold  himself  subject  to  the  orders  of  Gen- 
eral Lee. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

November  29,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,   Va.  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  2oth  instant,  inclosing  one  from  General  Bragg. 

The  enemy  is  in  force  in  my  front  and  I  shall  necessarily  be  brief, 
but  will  give  you  the  substance  of  the  views  which  have  suggested 
themselves  to  me,  after  much  previous  reflection,  on  the  subjects 
referred  to  by  General  Bragg. 

1.  I  think  it  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  that  our  armies  now  in 
the  field  shall  be  retained  in  service  and  recruited  by  wise  and  effect- 
ual legislation.  This  cannot  be  done  too  soon.  The  law  should  not 
be  open  to  the  chas-ge  of  partiality,  and  I  do  not  know  how  this  can 
be  accomplished  Avithout  embracing  the  whole  population  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  with  the  most  limited  exemptions,  avoiding  anything 
that  would  look  like  a  distinction  of  classes.  The  exemptions  of  per- 
sons of  particular  and  necessary  avocations  had  better  be  made  as 
far  as  possible  by  authority  of  the  Department  rather  than  by  special 
enactment. 

I  think  the  general  exemption  of  such  persons  by  law  is  open  to 
much  abuse,  and  many  escape  service  under  color  of  them  who  are 
only  nominally  within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  who  can  be 
taken  into  service  without  prejudice  to  the  necessary  productions  of 
the  country. 

I  also  am  of  opinion  that  the  skeleton  regiments  should  be  consoli- 
dated under  the  authority  of  the  Department  when  necessary,  and 
the  provision  should  extend  to  all  arms  of  the  service.  -  If  possible, 
some  prospective  bounty  should  be  provided  for  the  men  who  have 
been  andAvill  be  again  retained  in  service.  As  to  the  imperative 
necessity  for  retaining  them,  and  adding  sufiiciently  to  their  numbers 
to  enable  them  to  cope  with  the  enemy,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and 
all  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  should  be  fully  exerted  for 
this  purpose. 

2.  With  reference  to  mounting  the  cavalry  on  government  horses, 
I  should  be  glad  if  it  could  be  accomplished,  but  do  not  see  how  the 
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horses  could  be  procured.  It  is  difficult  now  to  meet  the  wants  of 
our  artillery  and  transi)ortation.  But  I  tliink  the  law  should  invest 
the  Government  with  complete  authority  for  the  time  being  over 
every  horse  mustered  into  the  service,  and  authorize  the  use 'of  them 
in  such  manner  as  will  most  promote  the  public  interests,  providing 
at  the  same  time  proper  compensation  for  the  owners  should  it  be 
found  necessary  to  deprive  them  of  the  use  of  their  horses.  A  cav- 
alry soldier  cannot  perform  the  terms  of  his  enlistment  without  a 
horse,  and  the  Government  shoiild  be  able  to  control  the  horse  on 
this  ground  and  to  this  extent  at  least. 

I  fully  concur  in  what  General  Bragg  says  with  reference  to  dep- 
redations, whether  committed  by  cavalry  or  any  other  part  of  the 
army.  Any  legislation  that  can  repress  this  evil  would  be  most 
beneficial. 

3.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the  pay  of  any  ofificer,  but  think 
it  would  be  well  to  allow  rations  and  clothing  to  company  officers 
and  their  servants  (sucli  as  they  may  lawfully  have),  and  t(j  otlier 
officers  of  like  rank  and  pay  with  company  officers.  I  see  no  neces- 
sity to  extend  the  law  to  officers  of  a  higher  rank. 

4.  I  think  that  the  evil  of  officers  and^  men  absenting  themselves 
without  leave  should  be  provided  against  as  far  as  practicable  by 
legislation.  The  ordinary  mode  of  punishing  by  court-martial  does 
not  effectually  check  it,  and  I  do  not  think  General  Bragg  exagger- 
ates the  extent  of  the  practice.  In  the  case  of  officers,  I  think  the 
law  should  vacate  their  commissions  by  its  own  operation  and  sub- 
ject them  to  conscription. 

0.  In  this  connection,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  evils  that 
flow  from  the  absence  of  officers  permanently  disabled.  Regiments 
are  frequently  commanded  by  captains,  from  this  cau'se,  companies  . 
by  sergeants,  and  sometimes  brigades  by  majors  and  lieutenant- 
colonels.  Many  officers  are  borne  on  the  rolls  who  are  unfit  for 
service.  It  would  be  hard  to  drop  them,  and  yet  they  prevent  the 
promotion  of  other  officers  and  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  their 
commands. 

I  would  suggest  the  establishment  of  an  invalid  corps,  to  which 
such  officers  might  be  transferred,  retaining  their  rank  and  pay. 
This  corps  might  be  made  useful  in  many  ways  and  relieve  troops 
fit  for  field  service. 

6.  I  concur  in  the  remarks  of  General  Bragg  in  reference  to  the  rank 
of  the  chief  staff  officer  of  our  armies  and  those  of  the  personal  staff 
of  commanding  generals.  The  number  and  rank  of  the  latter  should 
correspond  with  their  duties.  These  officers  have  no  opportunity  of 
promotion,  and  their  importance  is  not  overestimated  by  General 
Bragg. 

7.  If  any  change  in  our  hospital  system  can  diminish  the  vice  of 
absence  without  leave,  I  think  it  should  be  made.  I  do  not  know 
the  particular  features  of  the  system  to  which  General  Bragg  refers. 

I  herewith  return  General  Bragg's  letter,*  as  you  request. 

I  think  it  very  important  in  providing  for  the  personal  staff,  which 
should  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  officer  with  whom  they  serve, 
that  he  should  be  strictly  confined  to  the  staff  allowed  by  law. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 
*  Not  found. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  39,  1863. 
Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson, 

Commanding,  &c. 
'  (Care  Brigadier-General  Echols,  Lewisburg) : 

Receive  and  obey  all  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Echols. 
By  order,  &c. : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assisimit  Adjutant- General. 

Operator : 

Send  the  same  message,  same  direction,  to  Col.  William  L.  Jack- 
son. 


Dublin, 

November  29,  1863. 

Col.  B.  H.  Jones, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  : 

Put  your  command  in  readiness  to  mpve  without  delay.     Enemy 
advancing  on  General  Echols  again. 
By  order,  &c. : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  29,  1863. 

Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Colonel  :  The  enemy  reported  to  be  again  advancing  on  General 
Echols. 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  you 
must  proceed  to  your  command,  without  delaying  on  the  road.  It 
will  be  in  readiness  to  move  as  soon  as  possible.  Orders  will  be  sent 
by  telegram. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  39,  1863. 

Col.  John  McCausland, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Narrows: 

Leave  a  guard  at  the  Narrows,  and  proceed  with  the  rest  of  your 
command  to  Lewisburg,  without  delay,  to  re-enforce  General  Echols. 
By  order,  &c.  ; 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  November  29,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Echols,  Lewisburg: 

Col.  John  McCausland  has  been  ordered  to  re-enforce  you  imme- 
diately with  his  command.  If  the  enemy  advance  in  force,  fall 
back  to  the  burned  bridge.  Do  not  attempt  to  hold  Lewisburg. 
Colonels  Jackson  and  Ferguson  have  been  placed  under  your  com- 
mand. I  send  telegrams  for  them  to  your  care.  Sent  you  written 
directions  yesterday  by  mail.  Orders  to  Colonels  Jackson  and  Fer- 
guson similar  to  telegrams  of  to-day. 

By  order,  &c. : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutani-Oeneral. 


Petersburg,  November  29,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
Following  dispatch  just  received : 

Colonel  Herring  [?]  reports  that,  on  the  26th,  200  Yankee  cavalry  surprised  and 
captured  20  men  of  Wliitford's  battalion,  State  foi'ces,  at  Huddock's  Cross-roads, 
below  Greenville.  Yankee  deserters  report  Butler  at  New  Berne.  On  Friday,  our 
cavalry  drove  the  Yankees  back  to  Washington.  Thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  wiU 
leave  for  Petersbiu-g  to-day  at  12  m.  If  there  is  no  need  for  them  at  Petersburg,  1 
suggest  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  at  Tarborough 
until  Clingman's  brigade  relieves  it.  There  might  be  a  dash  on  that  point  of  the 
line.  There  is  railroad  to  Tarborough,  and  the  regiment  can  be  carried  from  there 
directly  to  you.  The  presence  of  Butler  at  New  Berne  and  the  affair  with  Wliit- 
ford's pickets  make  me  apprehend  it. 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier-General. 

I  have  ordered  the  Twentj'-f ourth  North  Carolina  to  remain  until 
Clingman  arrives. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of 
C.  S.  Army,  conivianding, 

Richmond,  Maj.  Oen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
November  80,  1863. 

Present  for 
duty. 

•3 

s 

> 

p. 

1 

4.9 

a 

s  . 

H 

it 

1 

■3 

Command. 

e 

o 

%    ■ 

in 

!I2 
23 
4!l 
12 
19 
18 
4 
89 

10 

1,417 

319 

1,2:J2 

277 

47.5 

447 

73 

2,073 

11 

2,581 

.511 

1,787 

310 

576 

502 

100 

2,220 

Hunton's  brigade  (Chaffln's  Farm) 

1.118 
2.03 
8(i3 
220 
822 
3.31 
5S 

l,(il9 

l.TO.-! 

asa 

825 
210 
4M 
3112 

1  rnr. 

Ist  Maryland  (Col.  B.  T.  Johnson).     ... 

Chafflns  Farm  (Stark) 

10 

Chaffin's  Bluff  (Maury) 

18 

Drewry's  Bluff  (Smith) 

12 

Baltimore  Artillery  (Griffin) 

3 

Richmond  defenses  (Stevens) 

14 

' 

Total 

316 

4,784 

.5,0r>8 

0,323 

8,  .598 

a  The  1st  Maryland  Battalion,  Holcombe  Legion,  and  42d  Virginia  Battalion. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Cape  Fear  and  Defenses  of  Wilmington^ 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  November  30,  1863; 
headquarters  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


lare) 
V  a 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


General  headquarters 

Engineer  troops 

Signal  corps 

Martin's  brigade 

61st  North  Carolina  (two  companies) 

Cavalry 

Light  artillery 

Heavy  artillery 

Total 


14 

a 

2 
102 
8 
18 
20 
100 


1,931 
303 


591 
1,952 


3 

84 
33 
2,035 
112 
390 
61j 
2,.W8 


124 
427 
672 


21 

99 

55 

3,968 

150 

546 

744 

3,678 


278 


5,053 


5,830 


9,261 


139 


l.M 


29 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  We  tern  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  November  30,  1863  ;  head- 
quarters Dublin  DejMt,  Va. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


S 


General  staff  a 

Ransom's  division : 

StaiT 

Corse's  brigade,  infantry 

Wharton's' brigade.  Infantry. 
Jackson's  brigade,  infantry. 


m  \ 

58  I 
31  I 
Jones'  brigade,  cavalry  /> .  T i    VXi 

25  I 


Williams'  brigade,  eavalo'. 
King's  battalion,  artillery  c  , 


Total. 


Echols'  brigade : 

Infantry 

Chapman's  battery 

Jackson's  hor.se  artillery 

McCausland's  brigade : 

Infantry  d 

37th  Virginia  Cavalry 

Bryan's  battery 

Ti'oops  at  Saltville,  infantry  / 

Jenkins'  brigade,  cavalry  a 

W.  L.  .Tackson's  brigade,  cavalry  . 

Lurty's  battery 

Company  of  engineer  troops 


Total  . 


Grand  total 842     10,^51 


1,092 

900 

312 

1,913 

1,197 

459 


1,092 

900 

332 

3,933 

3, 197 

4.59 


6 
3,293 
3,055 

421 
2,253 
3,496 

627 


7 
1,824 
1,383 
1,012 
3,474 
2,675 
693 


7 
1,817 
1,438 
1,049 
2,644 
2,610 
566 


481  !  5,873 


5,873 


7,049 


10,968 


10, 131 


109 
5 
4 


(c) 
3 

4;j 


1,395 
100 
45 

1,284 
(e) 
117 
623 


1,395 
100 
45 

1,224 
295 
117 
623 


1,675 
114 
51 


131 


2,333 
152 
67 


565 
358 


2,416 
151 
68 


511 
169 

897 


1,611 
77 
73 


1,598 
77 
70 


3.10  ,    4,378       4,673 


5,  .'522 


7,591 


10,546 


32,592 


18,580 


17,785 


24 


6 
15 


a  Dublin,  Va. 

b  21st  Virginia  Cavalry,  aggregating  794.  not  on  return  of  October  31. 

c  McClung's  battery,  aggregating  .53,  and  Burroughs'  battery,  aggregating  78,  not  on  last  return. 

d  60th  Regiment  included  in  this  brigade. 

€  Not  given. 

/  45th  Virginia  detached  at  Saltville.    Two  partisan  companies,  aggregating  191,  not  on  last  retmu. 

g  No  repoi-ts  received  from  14th  and  16th  Regiments  for  November. 
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Dublin, 

December  1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams: 

Abingdon: 
General  Jones  is  in  front.     I  do  not  know  whether  he  will  be  here 
on  Thursday. 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orange  Court-House, 

December  2,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
Barton  with  two  brigades   has   been  ordered  to  Louisa  Court- 
House. 

XV.    ili.   IjJijiij. 


Orange  Court-House, 

December  2,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
The  order  for  movement  of  two  brigades  from  Hanover  Junction 
has  been  countermanded. 

IX.  hi.  LiJiiiii, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army, 
Parker's  Store,  December  2,  1863 — 12  m. 
General  Early: 

General  :  General  Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  the  head  of  Ander- 
son's column  has  reached  this  point,  and  has  been  halted.  General 
Stuart  writes  from  the  intersection  of  the  Brock  and  plank  roads 
that  the  enemy  turned  off  at  that  point,  taking  the  Brock  road  to 
the  left  toward  Ely's  Ford.  When  you  are  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
have  crossed  the  river  and  are  too  far  in  advance  for  you  to  over- 
take them,  you  will  halt  and  send  word  back  to  Johnson  to  go  on  to 
Morton's  Ford. 

Respectfully, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  3,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

•     ^President  Confederate  States,  Richmond: 
Mr.  President  :  I  have  considered  with  some  anxiety  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Georgia  and  Tennessee.     My  knowledge  of  events 
has  been  principally  derived  from  the  public  papers,  and  the  impres- 
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sions  I  have  received  may  be  erroneous,  but  there  appears  to  me  to 
be  grounds  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  may  penetrate  Georgia  and 
get  possession  of  our  depots  of  provisions  and  important  manufacto- 
ries. I  see  it  stated  that  General  Bragg  has  been  relieved  from  com- 
mand, and  that  General  Hardee  has  been  relieved  from  command, 
and  that  General  Hardee  is  only  acting  until  another  commander 
shall  be  assigned  to  that  army.  I  know  the  difficulties  that  surroimd 
this  subject,  but  if  General  Beaiiregard  is  considered  suitable  for  tlie 
position,  I  think  he  can  be  replaced  at  Charleston  by  General  Gilmer. 
More  force,  in  my  opinion,  is  required  in  Georgia,  and  it  can  only  be 
had,  so  far  as  I  know,  from  Mississippi,  Mobile,  and  the  Department 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.  The  occupation  of  Cleve- 
land by  the  enemy  cuts  off  General  Longstreet  from  his  base,  and 
unless  he  succeeds  quickly  in  defeating  General  Burnside,  he  will 
have  to  retire  either  into  Virginia  or  North  Carolina.  I  see  no 
reason  why  General  Sam.  Jones  should  not  be  ordered  to  advance  to 
his  support,  or  at  least  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  cohimn  that  is 
said  to  be  moving  on  Chai'lest«n,  Tenn. 

I  have  ventured  to  troiible  Your  Excellency  with  these  suggestions, 
as  I  know  how  much  j'^our  attention  is  occupied  with  the  general 
affairs  of  the  country,  especially  as  the  session  of  Congress  approaches. 
I  think  that  every  efi'ort  should  be  made  to  concentrate  as  large  a 
force  as  possible,  under  the  best  commander,  to  insure  the  discom- 
fitiire  of  Grant's  army.  To  do  this  and  gain  the  great  advantage 
that  woiild  accrue  from  it,  the  safety  of  points  practically  less 
important  than  those  endangered  by  his  army  must  be  hazarded. 
Upon  the  defense  of  the  country  threatened  by  General  Grant 
depends  the  safety  of  the  points  now  held  by  us  on  the  Atlantic,  and 
they  are  in  as  great  danger  from  his  successful  advance  as  by  the 
attacks  to  which  they  are  at  present  directly  subjected. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jx.   hi,   IjJiiJlj, 

Oeneral. 


Orange  Court-House, 

December  4,  1SG.3. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjuiant  and  Inspector  General: 
Pickett's  brigades  can    return  to  their  former  positions  when 
required. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

December 'i:,  18G.S. 

In  turning  over  the  command  of  the  corps  to  its  proper  com- 
mander, Major-Gen eral  Early  takes  occasion  to  express  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  entire  corps  his  high  appreciation  of  their  good 
conduct  during  the  recent  operations.  The  cheerful  spirit  with 
which  the  men  have  endured  imusual  hardships,  and  the  zeal  with 
which  they  have  met  all  demands  upon  them  for  work  and  vigilance, 
are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 

To  Major-General  Johnsoa  and  his  division  great  credit  is  due  for 
the  spirited  manner  in  which  they  met  and  repulsed  the.  column  of 
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the  enemy  wliicli  was  endeavoring  to  get  in  their  rear,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  27th  ultimo. 

The  spirit  manifested  by  all  would  have  insured  a  signal  victory 
to  our  arms  had  not  the  exceeding  caution  of  the  enemy  caused  him 
to  withdraw  from  the  contest  which  he  at  one  time  appeared  to 
court. 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Major-  General. 


Petersburg, 

Deceynher  4,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
The  following  dispatch  received  from  General  Ransom  : 

The  raiders,  who  doubtless  were  a  small  party,  I  think  have  gone  back  to  New 
Berne.     Nothing  new. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Petersburg, 

Decemher  4,  18G3. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  enemy  was  reported  yesterday  as  making  a  raid  with  1,000 

and  upward  of  cavalry  toward  Tarborough.      I  ordered  Ransom, 

with  a  regiment,  to  Rocky  Mount,  and  to  stop  some  of  Clingman's 

troops  so  as  to  cover  the  railroad.    The  following  is  the  latest  dispatch : 

Rocky  Mount,  December  3. 
I  am  here.    Met  CUngman  at  Enfield  en  route  toWeldon.   Shall  stop  some  of  his 
forces  here  until  all  danger  is  over.     So  far  have  heard  of  no  damage.     I  do  not 
think  the  enemy  has  advanced  above  Greenville. 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier-Oeneral. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  Tennessee, 

No.  03.  \  Dalton,  Ga.,  December  4,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Vance  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  West- 
ern District  of  North  Carolina.  His  headquarters  will  be  at  Ashe- 
ville,  N.  C. 

II.  Col.  J.  B.  Palmer,  Fifty -eighth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  is 
relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Western  District  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Vance  for  instructions. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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KiCHMOND, 

December  6,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House  : 
Could  you  consistently  go  to  Dalton,  as  heretofore  explained  ? 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond, 

December  5,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Orange  Court-House: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  sent  to  commanding  officer 
at  Hanover  Jimction : 

Send  Hunton's  brigade  immediately  to  relieve  the  local  troops  at  Chaflfin's  Farm. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  389.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  December  5,  1863. 

^  4:  ^  4:  4:  4:  4: 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Vance  will  proceed  with  his  command  to 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  com- 
manding, &c.,  for  duty. 

:{<  ^  4c  4:  ^  sf:  9): 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Eapidan,  December  7,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond: 
Mr.  President  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch, 
inquiring  whether  I  could  go  to  Dalton.  I  can  if  desired,  but  of  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  you  can  judge  better  than  I  can.  Unless 
it  is  intended  that  I  should  take  permanent  command,  I  can  see  no 
good  that  will  result,  even  if  in  that  event  any  could  be  accomplished. 
I  also  fear  that  I  would  not  receive  cordial  co-operation,  and  I  think 
it  necessary  if  I  am  withdrawn  from  here  that  a  commander  for  this 
army  be  sent  to  it.  General  Ewell's  condition,  I  fear,  is  too  feeble 
to  undergo  the  fatigue  and  labor  incident  to  the  position.  I  hope 
Your  Excellency  will  not  suppose  that  I  am  offering  any  obstacles  to 
any  measure  you  may  think  necessary.  I  only  seek  to  give  you  the 
opportunity  to  form  your  opinion  after  a  full  consideration  of  the 
subject.  I  have  not  that  confidence  either  in  my  strength  or  ability 
as  would  lead  me  of  my  own  option  to  undertake  the  command  in 
question. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Qenera^, 
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Headquarteks  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

December  7,  1863. 
Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary- General,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Colonel:  I  have  considered  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and 
am  unable  to  take  the  view  entertained  by  you  of  my  powers  under 
the  impressment  act.  I  have  not  time  to  state  the  reasons  that  gov- 
ern me  more  fully  than  was  done  in  my  former  letter.  The  power 
that  you  desire  rests,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  War  Department;  was 
intended  by  Congress  to  be  exercised  by  the  Department  excepting 
in  casual  emergencies  provided  for,  and  can  be  more  uniformly  and 
judiciously  exerted  than  by  the  commanders  of  the  armies. 

I  regret  to  learn  that  the  necessity  for  impressment  by  command- 
ers of  armies  has,  in  your  opinion,  arrived.  I  shall  endeavor  to  col- 
lect all  the  supplies  for  this  army  that  I  can  legitimately  do,  and 
keep  it  in  the  best  condition  I  can.  But  unless  it  is  supplied  with 
food,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me"  to  keep  it  together. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Gerteral. 

[Indorsements.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

December  9,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  power  of  meeting  the  present  crisis,  as  far  as  is  possible,  rests 
somewhere,  because  that  necessity  is  absolute  which  has  no  law  to 
limit  it. 

L.  B.  NORTHOP, 
Co7nmissary-General. 

I  know,  as  an  oflBcer,  no  greater  necessity  than  to  obey  the  law. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON,] 

Secretary. 


Headquarters  Hampton's  Division, 

December  7,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  suggestions, 
which  are  prompted  by  an  earnest  desire  to  place  my  command  in 
the  best  condition  before  the  opening  pf  the  spring  campaign: 

Two  of  the  brigades  of  my  division  are  composed  of  troops  from 
the  two  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi.  Owing  to 
the  great  distance  they  are  from  home,  the  men  in  these  brigades 
find  great  difficulty  in  keeping  themselves  well  mounted,  and  horses 
have  reached  such  prices  that  I  greatly  fear  many  of  my  best  men 
will  be  forced  to  go  into  the  infantry.  If  these  two  brigades  can 
be  spared  this  winter,  I  advise  that  they  be  sent  to  the  Roanoke 
River,  near  Weldon,  where  forage  is  abundant,  and  where  they  will 
have  an  opportunity  not  only  of  procuring  fresh  horses,  but  of  doing 
good  service  by  protecting  a  very  valuable  portion  of  our  country. 
The  North  Carolina  brigade  could  be  largely  augmented  if  it  was 
allowed  to  winter  in  its  own  State,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  other 
brigades  would  also  be  increased  in  numi 


Chap.  XLI.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  863 

Rosser's  brigade  be  sent  to  the  valley,  where  they  can  he  of  eminent 
service,  and  where  they  can  take  good  care  of  their  horses. 

In  Butler's  brigade  there  are  two  battalions — the  Jeff'.  Davis  and 
the  Phillips  Legions — each  consisting  of  six  companies.  I  advise 
that  Millen's  battalion  of  four  companies  from  Georgia,  be  added  to 
the  former,  and  that  four  additional  companies  from  the  same  State 
be  ordered  on  to  join  the  latter,  so  that  both  can  be  increased  to 
regiments.  Anderson's  regiment  from  Georgia  desires-  to  come  on, 
and  if  it  was  ordered  here  a  brigade  could  be  formed  for  General 
Young.  Two  regiments  from  South  Carolina  could  well  be  spared 
to  add  to  Butler's  brigade.  There  are  four  full  regiments,  number- 
ing each  from  1,000  to  1,350  men,  I  am  told,  in  Soutli  Carolina, 
besides  several  independent  companies  and  battalions.  Men  could 
be  detached  from  these  plethoric  regiments  to  fill  up  the  depleted 
companies  in  the  First  and  Second  South  Carolina  now  here. 

Five  new  companies  have  just  been  raised  in  my  State,  and  they 
are  to  be  disbanded,  I  am  informed.  If  this  is  the  case  they  might 
be  ordered  on,  and  the  men  comprising  them  assigned  to  the  regi- 
ments just  named.  By  these  means,  Butler's,  Young's,  and  Gordon's 
could  each  have  a  full  brigade  ready  for  the  spring  campaign.  But 
if  the  horses  are  kept  here  this  winter  on  short  forage,  these  brigades 
will  not  be  in  condition  for  active  service,  nor  will  they  ever  be  able 
to  fill  up  their  ranks. 

If  my  division  is  disposed  of  for  the  winter  as  I  have  suggested,  I 
respectfully  ask  to  be  transferred  for  the  time  during  which  my 
command  is  recruiting  to  Mississippi.  General  Johnston  has  done 
me  the  honor  to  ask  that  I  might  be  sent  tliere,  and  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  join  him.  I  hope  that  my  acquaintance  with 
that  country  would  enable  me  to  be  of  service  there,  and  I  could 
thus  be  on  active  duty  while  my  command  was  recruiting. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Mnjor-Geywrdl, 


Special  Orders,  |      Hdqrs.  Artillery  Corps,  A.  N.  Va., 

No.  — .  [  December  7,  1863. 

Maj.  John  Page  and  Lieuts.  George  W.  Peterkin  and  E.  P.  Dan- 
dridge  are  hereby  detailed  on  special  duty  of  examining  into  and 
reporting  upon  the  forage  facilities  in  the  district  of  country  between 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  and  James  River,  for  a  short  distance 
west  of  Charlottesville  to  a  line  not  far  east  of  Beaver  Dam  Depot; 
Major  Page  to  examine  the  district  east  of  a  line  joining  Louisa 
Court-House  and  Goochland  Coiirt-House,  and  to  extend  his  inquir- 
ies into  a  corresponding  district  north  of  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road ;  Lieutenant  Dandridge  to  explore  the  region  between  the  line 
bounding  Major  Page's  district  and  a  line  joining  Lindsay's  Tui-nout 
and  Columbia,  and  Major  WoMe  to  examine  the  country  indicated 
west  of  Lieutenant  Dandridge's  line,  the  object  of  this  examination 
being  to  provide  support  for  our  army  animals  during  the  winter. 

The  officers  thus  detailed  will  include  in  their  inquiries  all  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  that  object,  the  supply  of  straw  as  well  as  corn, 
oats,  hay,  and  fodder,  and  the  number  and  kind  of  mills  for  grinding 
grain  to  be  used  as  chop  feed ;  also  good  camping  ground.  It  is 
supposed  that,  by  availing  themselves  of  information  to  be  derived 
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from  intelligent  citizens,  these  officers  may  accomplish  the  duty  as- 
signed and  have  in  their  reports  at  the  end  of  four  days ;  that  is,  by 
Thursday  evening,  10th  instant. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Hdqes.  Engineer  Dept.,  Dept.  of  Northern  Va., 

Richmond,  December  8,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  G.  Williams, 

Commissary-General's  Office: 
Colonel  :  There  is  an  engineer  regiment  near  this  city,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Talcott,  numbering  some  250.  The  regiment  is 
under  the  directions  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  and  as  by  regulations 
road  repairing  is  a  part  of  their  duties,  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  you  see  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  who,  no  doubt,  will 
order  that  the  regiment  repair  the  Mechanicsville  road  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 
Colonel  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Richmond,  Va., 

December  0,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau,  with  the  re- 
quest that  the  work  may  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  an  indorsement  on  the  letter  of 
Captain  Wilson  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Inclosure.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

December  5,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  re- 
quest that  he  will  order  Colonel  Stevens,  commanding  Richmond 
defenses  and  engineers,  to  at  once  use  a  portion  of  the  forces  (negro 
laborers)  under  his  control  to  repair  this  road,  particularly  that 
portion  between  Mechanicsville  and  the  outer  line  of  fortifications. 
The  Quartermaster-General  has  been  consulted,  and,  as  he  also  re- 
ceives large  amounts  of  corn  over  this  road,  he  cordially  unites  in 
the  above  request. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Engineer  Bureau, 

December  11,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General. 

After  consultation  with  the  lionorable  Secretary  of  War,  the  rec- 
ommendation of  Colonel  Stevens  is  not  a.pproved,  for  the  following 
reasons  :  The  engineer  troops,  now  numbering  but  little  if  any  over 
150  eifective  men,  are  in  camp  being  drilled  and  organized.  If  they 
are  taken  from  their  camp  to  be  employed  on  road  repairs  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  city,  they  will  become  mere  "navvies,"  not  engineer 
troops,  without  pride  or  drill  to  make  tlieni  efficient  in  difficult  ^.nd 
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trying  circumstances.  Moreover,  their  officers  would  strongly  ob- 
ject to  such  duty  being  assigned  them.  It  is  only  in  tlie  field  and  on 
the  march  that  such  duties  fall  to  them  in  the  judgment  of  this 
bureau. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Actincj  Chief  of  Bureau. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Troops  should  hold  all  useful  service  honorable,  but  further  leave 
for  drill  and  organization  is  desirable. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDON.] 

[Fourtti  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissaky-General  of  Subsistence, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  13,  18G3. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  renewal  of 
the  reqriest  that  Colonel  Stevens  be  directed  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
negro  force  under  his  control  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  road 
in  qrrestion.  The  importance  of  the  work  is  daily  enhanced  as  the 
season  advances. 

It  is  expected  that  large  siip])lies  of  subsistence  and  quartermaster's 
srrpplies  will  have  to  be  hauled  over  that  road,  and  serious  incon- 
venience will  be  felt  not  only  by  the  army,  but  by  the  people  of  this 
city,  if  the  work  is  not  done  promptly. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Covimiasary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  8,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden,  Cominanding  Valley  District: 

General  :  I  have  received  a  petition  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  signed  by  the  Hon.  Moses  Walton,  Jacob  Olt,  Laurence 
Keller,  and  numer(ms  other  citizens  of  the  lower  valley,  setting 
forth  their  exposed  coiidition,  and  the  losses  sustained  by  invasions 
of  the  enemy,  &c.,  and  suggesting  that  Major  Myers,  with  the  Sev- 
enth Virginia  Cavalry,  be  ordered  to  that  region,  or,  if  that  could 
not  be  done,  that  Major  Myers  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
battalions  under  Majors  White  and  Gilmor,  for  the  protection  of  the 
lower  valley.  I  know  the  advantages  of  having  a  larger  force  in  the 
valley,  and  wish  tlie  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry  could  be  spared  for 
that  f)urpose,  but  at  this  time  it  is  impossible ;  nor  can  I  now  detach 
any  regiment  from  this  army. 

My  object  is  to  know  whether  yoxr  can  make  any  arrangements  to 
give  greater  protection  to  the  inhabitants  down  the  valley,  and  have 
a  force  near  Strasburg,  so  as  at  least  to  close  the  valley  above  that 
point  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and  what  officer  of  your 
command  had  better  be  charged  with  tliis  special  duty.  If  you  could 
so  dispose  your  command  as  to  guard  the  approaches  from  the  lower 
valley,  as  well  as  those  from  the  west,  and  be  ready  to  re-enforce 
either  party,  or  unite  your  whole  force  on  either,  as  occasion  may 
require,  you  might  be  able  so  to  punish  invading  i)arties  of  the  enemy 
as  to  deter  them  from  making  the  attempt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  E.  LEE, 

General, 
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Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  ^91.  5  Richmond,  Va.,  December  8,  18G3. 

*  ****** 

XVI.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  M.  Barton  will  proceed  with  his  brigade  to 
Petersburg,  Va.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett,  command- 
ing. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Camp,  December  9,  1863. 
General  Stuart: 

General  :  I  am  called  to  Richmond  this  morning  by  the  Presi- 
dent. I  presume  the  rest  will  follow.*  My  heart  and  thoughts  will 
always  be  with  this  army.  Please  look  out  for  positions  for  the  cav- 
alry, where  they  can  be  foraged,  and  be  not  too  far  away  from  the 
field  of  oi)erations.  I  have  set  Colonel  Corley  to  work.  I  expect  to 
be  back. 

Very  truly, 

R.  E.  LEE.  • 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  10,  1863. 


Command. 


Geueral  headqnartersa 

Second  Army  Corps  (Ewell) . . . 
Third  Army  Corps  (A.  P.  Hill) 

Cavalry  Corps  tStuart) 

Artillery  Corps  (Pendleton) . . . 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


40 

1,651 

1,535 

014 

•Mi 


3,984 


.325 
15,447 

iT.sra 

7,481 
4,371 


46,59C 


033 
10,909 
22,202 
9,381 
.5,233 


57,418 


eg 

tea 
V  s 


790 
.37,018 

;k.o«i 

17,239 
6,925 


97,033 


c  . 

4)  O 

u 
d  (1)  • 

II 


IPC 
20,011 
21,750 
8,915 
5,-40 


56,088 


a  Including  provost  guard,  scouts,  guides,  and  couriers. 


Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  December  11,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  October  in  re- 
lation to  the  petition  of  the  First  and  Third  Regiments  North  Car- 
olina Infantry  to  be  put  into  a  North  Carolina  brigade,  in  which  you 

*  See  Lee  to  Davis,  December  3 ;  Davis  to  Lee,  December  5,  and  Lee's  reply, 
December  7. 
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say  that  it  cannot  be  done  because  all  the  North  Carolina  brigades 
are  full,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  now  that  the  First,  Third,  and 
Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiments,  which  belong  to  brigades  from 
other  States,  and  the  Thirty-third,  belonging  to  Lane's  brigade, 
which  has  five  regiments,  be  constituted  a  brigade.  1  have  no  dis- 
position to  interfere  unduly  with  the  arrangements  of  the  generals 
in  the  field,  but  so  great  is  the  desire  of  these  brave  men  for  this 
arrangement  that  I  am  induced  to  urge  it,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  service.  They  have  petitioned  me  to  assist  them  in 
getting  it  accomplished. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[First  indorsement.] 

December  15,  1863. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Let  this  be  referred  to  the  generals  under  whose  commands  these 
regiments  are  serving,  with  an  expression  of  my  desire  that,  when 
the  interests  of  the  service  will  permit,  troops  from  the  same  State 
may  be  brigaded  together. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of   War. 

[Second  indorsement.) 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

December  18,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding. 
Please  see  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

Janiuxry  11,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

On  several  occasions  when  this  subject  has  been  referred  to  me,  I 
have  stated  that  the  First  and  Third  Regiments  North  Carolina 
trooijs  were  brigaded  with  three  Virginia  regiments,  the  whole  under 
General  George  H.  Steuart,  an  officer  of  experience  of  the  old  army, 
from  the  State  of  Maryland.  This,  at  the  time,  was  rendered  neces- 
sary from  the  fact  that  I  had  no  North  Carolina  regiments  to  brigade 
with  them,  all  the  other  North  Carolina  brigades  having  been  filled. 
These  troops  have  been  serving  together  for  some  time.  Their  com- 
mander cannot  be  disposed  to  treat  them  unfairly,  and  is  very  at- 
tentive to  their  comfort  and  interests.  I  cannot  withdraw  them 
without  breaking  up  this  brigade. 

The  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment  was  brigaded  with  three 
Mississippi'  regiments  before  it  joined  this  army,  and  while  serving 
in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond  or  south  of  James  River.  To  take  it 
away  now  would  break  up  that  brigade  (Davis').  General  Lane's 
brigade  by  the  last  return  numbered  2,398,  aggregate.  To  take  from 
it  the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  brigade, 
would  reduce  it  to  about  1,900  men.  This  brigade  is  composed  en- 
tirely of  North  Carolina  regiments,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  service, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  disadvantageous  to  reduce  it,  unless  I  had 
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more  Nortli  Carolina  regiments.  The  only  change  that  could  be 
made,  if  there  is  any  advantage  in  so  doing,  would  be  to  join  the 
Fifty-fifth  to  Steuart's  brigade.  There  would  then  be  three  North 
Carolina  and  three  Virginia  regiments  together;  but  that  would 
break  up  Davis'  brigade. 

I  see  no  public  benefit  that  would  result  from  the  changes  within 
proposed ;  therefore  cannot  recommend  them.  The  men,  I  believe, 
would  be  satisfied  if  let  alone.  In  connection  with  this  subject  I 
inclose  a  letter  received  from  General  Lane  which  I  did  not  pre- 
viously understand. 

SX.    jli.     Ijiljjij, 

General. 

[Fourth  indoreement.] 

January  7,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Secretary  of  War,  with  General  Lee's 
indorsement. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjvtant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Lane's  Brigade, 

'November  12,  18G3. 
Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  and  Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel  :  Some  of  the  friends  of  Col.  C.  M.  Avery,  Thirty-third 
North  Carolina  Troops,  are  anxious  to  have  him  promoted  and 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  new  North  Carolina  brigade,  to  be 
carved  out  of  Davis',  Steuart's,  and  my  own.  To  accomplish  their 
object,  I  am  told  they  are  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  officers  of  the 
First,  Third,  Thirty-third,  and  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiments 
to  petition  for  the  formation  of  this  new  brigade,  with  the  view  of 
forwarding  their  petition  to  Governor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
Avho  will  be  urged  to  use  his  influence  in  Colonel  Avery's  behalf.  I 
believe  the  Thirty-third  Regiment,  if  let  alone,  would  be  very  well 
satisfied  to  remain  where  it  is,  and  I  am  opposed  to  having  my  com- 
mand reduced  to  gratify  the  asjDirations  of  any  of  my  subordinate 
officers. 

As  the  President  will,  of  course,  consult  General  Lee  before  mak- 
ing such  a  change  in  this  army,  I  most  earnestly  and  respectfully 
ask  the  commanding  general,  through  you,  to  use  his  infliience  to 
prevent  the  Thirty -third  or  any  other  regiment  being  taken  from 
this,  the  oldest  North  Carolina  brigade  in  the  Confederate  States 
Army,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  brigade  for  any  one. 

Most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LANE, 


Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Headquarters  Wilcox's  Light  Division, 

November  13,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  havf)  no  knowledge  of  any  efl'ort  beim;'  made  to  create  a  new 
brigade  for  some  colonel  wlio  expects  or  hopes  to  be  promoted;  but 
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if  there  should  be  such  a  scliemo  in  contemplation,  I  Log  that  the 
brigade  of  General  Lane  may  not  be  mutilated  for  any  such  purpose, 
and  that  the  Thirty -third  North  Carolina  Regiment  may  be  permitted 
to  stay  where  it  is.  I  believe  five  regiments  to  be  a  better  brigade 
organization  than  four. 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  14,  18G3. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  movement. 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Lie  uten  ant-  General. 

Headquarters, 
January  4,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  in  connection  with  the  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Vance  of  December  11,  180,3,  this  day  returned  to  War  Depart- 
ment. 

R.  hj.  LiijEj, 

General. 


Headquarters  Texas  Brigade, 

December  12,  18G3. 
To  the  Texas  Delegation  in  C.  S.  Congress  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  casualties  of  the  service  have  reduced  my  bri- 
gade to  so  small  a  number  that,  withoiit  some  plan  is  adopted  to  fill 
up  its  ranks  with  recruits,  it  must  ere  long  lose  its  identity  and  be 
merged  into  other  commands.  Of  the  sei'vices  rendered  by  the 
Texas  brigade  I  may  not  be  the  proper  one  to  speak,  but,  as  they 
are  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  struggle,  I  will  be  excused  for  ask- 
ing in  tlie  name  of  the  surviving  officers  and  men  that  the  regiments 
shall  not  be  consolidated.  The  memory  of  our  common  toils  and 
sufferings  and  that  of  our  fallen  comrades  alike  forbid  a  course  that 
would  destroy  our  organization.  The  next  question  that  arises  is, 
how  can  the  brigade  be  recruited  ?  The  number  present  for  duty 
this  morning  is  677  men  and  87  officers,  and  this  includes  the  Third 
Arkansas  Regiment.  I  have  four  regiments  in  the  brigade.  The 
strength  of  the  three  Texas  regiments  is  516  men  and  6G  officers. 

It  is  evident  from  these  figures  that  we  must  either  have  our  ranks 
filled  up  or  soon  cease  to  be  an  organization.  We  have  tried  the 
plan  of  sending  recruiting  officers  to  Texas  and  it  failed.  There  is 
one  other  plan  that  offers  to  my  mind  a  fair,  if  not  certain,  chance 
of  success.  It  is  to  furlough  the  whole  command  as  soon  as  the 
present  campaign  closes,  and  let  it  return  home,  making  each  officer 
and  man  a  recruiting  officer.  Let  them,  by  the  conditions  of  the 
furlough,  be  required  to  rejoin  their  commands  at  such  point  Avest 
of  the  Missis-sippi  as  shall  be  ordered  by  Generals  Smith  or  Ma- 
gruder,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on,  say,  the  1st  day  of  Api'il.  I 
feel  very  confident  that  they  would  not  only  return  promptly,  but 
each  officer  and  man  would  bring  with  him  more  or  loss  recruits. 
An  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  allowing  indivi<lual  transfers 
from  commands  in  Texas  to  tlie  regiments  of   the  brigade  would 


870  OPEKATlONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  "W.  VA.,  MK.,  AND  PA.       [Chap,  XLI. 

render  it  certain.     By  this  course  we  would  have  a  brigade  but  little, 
if  any,  inferior  in  numbers  or  ability  to  what  it  was  at  the  start. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  have  served  for  two  years  and 
a  half  faithfully,  neglecting  home,  business,  and  everything  personal 
to  themselves.  They  have  seen  fall  around  them  from  the  casual- 
ties of  the  service  more  than  two-thirds  of  their  original  number, 
and  believing  that  the  approaching  winter  will  oifer  an  opportunity 
for  them  to  enjoy  the  rest  they  require  and  attend  to  their  necessary 
business  at  home  without  detriment  to  the  service,  they  appeal  with 
confidence  to  the  governmental  authorities  for  this  indulgence.  We 
make  the  application  jointly  with  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Third 
Arkansas  Regiment.     The  same  reasoning  will  apply  to  them. 

I  have  written  to  General  Hood  on  the  subject,  with  the  hope  of 
getting  his  concurrence  and  assistance,  and  hope  you  will  confer 
Avith  him.  If  you  and  he  can  agree,  I  hope  you  will  act  in  concert. 
I  address  the  delegation,  and  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  all  give 
us  your  aid  in  this  matter.  I  shall  visit  Richmond  as  soon  as  I  can 
get  off.  I  am  joined  in  this  effort  by  all  the  officers  of  the  com- 
mand. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsements.] 

The  undersigned  members  of  Congress  from  Texas  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  refer  the  foregoing  communication  to  His  Excellency 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  to  add  their  most  ear- 
nest request  that  some  arrangement  consistent  with  the  public  serv- 
ice may  be  made  for  the  transfer  of  First,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Texas 
Regiments  to  the  State  of  Texas  in  order  to  be  recruited.  We  think 
that  the  extraordinary  services  rendered  and  hardships  endured  by 
these  regiments  eminently  commend  them  to  the  special  favor  of 
the  Government. 

[Signed  by  F.  B.  Sexton,  M.  D.  Graham,  W.  B.  Wright,  John  A. 
Wilcox,  W.  S.  Oldham,  L.  T.  Wigfall,  and  P.  W.  Gray.] 

Richmond, 
December  29,  1SG3. 
I  will  never  consent  to  the  consolidation  of  this  brigade.     I  ap- 
prove the  plan  proposed  within. 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  12,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Union  : 
Fall  back  slowly  unless  you  are  heavily  pressed.  Do  not  engage 
the  enemy  until  you  are  joined  by  McCausland.  If  this  rain  con- 
tinues, I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  cross  the  Greenbrier  River. 
Where  is  Colonel  Jackson  and  in  what  direction  is  he  moving  ?  Do 
you  need  anything  to  prepare  your  troops  for  action  ? 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General. 
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Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn.  , 

Dublin,  December  12,  18G3. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Narrows  : 
Brigadier-General  Echols  has  fallen  back  this  side  of  Greenbrier 
River  on  the  road  to  Union.     Move  up  your  command  to  his  sup- 
port, leaving  only  a  sufficient  guard  for  the  public  property.     Move 
in  the  morning. 

SAM.   JONES, 
Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  13, 1863. 
Col.  John  McCausland, 

Narroivs,  Va.  : 
Brigadier-General  Echols  reports  the  enemy  encamped  at  Meadow 
Bluff  last  night  and  advancing  on  Lewisburg.  Hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  to  his  support  at  the  shortest  notice. 
Send  if  you  can  a  courier  to  Major  Smith,  of  the  Seventeenth  Cav- 
alry, informing  him  of  the  enemy's  move.  It  will  give  him  more 
freedom  of  action,  and  he  can  avail  himself  of  their  absence  to  ac- 
complish much. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters, 
Cliaffin's  Farm,  December  13,  1863 — 9.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  T.  O.  Chestney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Major  :  Your  dispatch  is  received  and  its  directions  shall  be  com- 
plied with.  The  last  information  I  have  received  of  the  strength  and 
movements  of  the  enemy  is  in  a  dispatch  from  signal  corps.  It 
states  that  the  enemy  crossed  Forge  Bridge  about  daylight,  and 
attacked  the  cavalry  at  Charles  City  Court-House,  about  an  hour  by 
sun ,  capturing  nearly  the  whole  command.  Major  Robertson  escaped. 
The  enemy's  force  is  estimated  at  400.  I  presume  Forge  Bridge 
was  picketed;  my  orders  were  positive  to  that  effect.  The  dispatch 
from  signal  corps  informs  me  that  the  enemy  retired  about  10  a.  m. 
to-day  toward  Forge  Bridge. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  capture  of  Major  Robertson's  command, 
I  sent  out  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berkeley,  with  about  150  men,  to  picket 
in  my  front.  He  is  at  New  Market,  with  a  picket  on  the  river  road 
and  one  on  the  Long  Bridge  road  where  it  is  crossed  by  tlie  Central  or 
Darbytown  road.  This  guards  all  the  approaches,  I  think,  to  Rich- 
mond and  this  point,  excei^ting  the  Charles  City  and  Williamsburg 
roads,  which  Colonel  Shingler  is  directed  to  watch  and  hold.  I  also 
ordered  Colonel  Shingler  to  watch,  as  far  as  the  capacities  of  his 
command  Avould  allow,  the  defiles  of  the  Chickahominy  until  a  cav- 
alry force  could  be  procured  to  take  the  place  of  that  captured.  I 
hope  General  Elzey  will  be  able  to  fTirnish  me  with  this  cavalry. 

I  feel  exceedingly  indignant  at  what  I  suppose  to  be  a  complete 
surprise,  and  somebody  should  suffer  for  it.     I  liave  directed  Major 
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Robertson  to  report  all  the  facts  of  the  case  to  me,  and  they  shall  be 
forwarded  to  you. 

I  have  just  learned  from  the  signal  corps  that  two  brigades  of 
Yankees  landed  on  Friday  at  Newport  News. 
I  am,  maior,  yours,  respectfully, 

EPPA  HUNTON, 
Brigadier-  General. 

p.  g. — Colonel  Shingler  sent  out  a  scout  to  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts and  strengtli  of  the  enemy  to-day,  and  I  am  expecting  to  hear 
from  him. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,   Va.,  December  15,  18G3. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Jnsp.   Gen.,  C.  8.  Army,  Eiclimond,   Va.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  dispatch  just  received 
from  Colonel  Griffin.  It  is  impossible  with  my  force  to  prevent  these 
raids.  The  section  of  country  that  the  enemy  is  now  operating  in  is 
too  far  from  our  line  to  do  more  than  watch  their  operations. 

It  is  evident  from  the  statement  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  message  concern- 
ing tlie  numbers  of  negro  troops  in  the  Federal  service  and  their 
boasted  efficiency,  that  their  policy  will  be  to  increase  that  desci'iiJ- 
tion  of  material  as  much  as  possible,  as  it  strengthens  their  numbers 
and  weakens  our  labor  force.  General  Butler  is  evidently  pursuing 
a  steady  course  to  effect  this  object  wdierever  it  is  in  his  power,  and 
in  a  short  time  all  the  country  tliat  he  can  overrun  will  be  entirely 
denuded  of  slaves. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  cause  all  the  slaves  in  the  country  so 
exposed  to  be  brought  back  within  our  lines  ?  We  could  send  a  cav- 
alry expedition  of  our  own  down  in  such  neighborhoods  to  collect  and 
bring  in  tlie  negroes.  Wl^atever  is  determined  on  should  be  carried 
out  at  once,  as  every  day  loses  so  much  valuable  property  to  the 
Confederacy.  In  many  cases,  do\ibtlcss,  objections  maybe  made  by 
the  owners  :  but  I  think  the  case  one  of  emei-gency.  I  inclose  copy 
of  Colonel  (jrrilHn"s  telegram. 

Respectfully  asking  a  reply,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO."  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Franklin, 

December  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Pickett  : 

Enemy,  1,500  strong,  negroes  and  whites,  reported  yesterday'- 13 
miles  of  Gatesville,  committing  all  kinds  of  excesses  ;  insulting  our 
ladies  in  the  most  tantalizing  niiiniior.  Peojile  are  fleeing  theirwi-ath. 
They  are  shipping  all  meat,  grain,  &c.,  i]i  carts;  taking  clothing 
from  men  and  woinen's  backs,  and  destroying  or  carrying  it  oif. 

Yankee  cavalry  were  in  Suffolk  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  in 
small  detachments.  Gunboats  came  up  Nansemond  River  at  night, 
and  detachments  came  out  and  patrolled  town  ;  cavalry  dismounted 
at  Ivor  and  attacked  theni  from  lun'theast  side  of  river  Avitli  j>'reat 
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success,  with  one  or  two  rifled  cannon.  Force  at  Bernard's  Mill 
small.  A  battalion  of  cavalry  (Yankees)  with  one  piece  of  artillery 
landed  at  Colerain,  on  Chowan,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from  gun- 
boats. Some  50  marines  were  gathering  up  negroes  and  carrying 
tliem  off.  They  had  arrested  several  citizens  there.  Two  companies 
of  infantry  should  be  located  near  this  point,  or  placed  at  Winton, 
and  cavalry  sent  there. 

Beast  Butler  it  is  reported  issued  orders  everything  people  had 
would  be  destroyed  if  they  did  not  take  the  oath  in  his  lines.  Some 
have  already  made  a  sacrifice.  Something  might  be  done  to  keep 
them  out  of  Gates  County,  by  use  of  cavalry  and  regiment  of  in- 
fantry. 

JOEL  R.  GEIFFIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Forth  Carolina, 

Petersburg,   Va.,  December  15.  1863. 
[General  S.  Cooper:] 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  second  telegram  received 
from  Colonel  Griffin.  I  have  ordered  him  to  send  all  the  cavalry 
force  he  has  down  into  Gates  County.  The  report  I  look  upon 
probably  as  a  little  exaggerated;  but  doubtless  these  fiends,  backed, 
or  rather  instigated,  by  such  a  beast  as  Butler  is,  will  be  set  on  to 
commit  any  outrage.  I  inclose  copy  of  my  telegram  to  Colonel 
Griffin. 

I  will  not  stand  iipon  terms  with  these  fellows  any  longer.  If  our 
cavalry  force  was  sufficient,  we  could,  in  a  measure,  prevent  these 
inroads.  The  only  other  alternative  is  to  evacuate  the  country. 
Butler's  plan,  evidently,  is  to  let  loose  his  swarm  of  blacks  upon  our 
ladies  and  defenseless  families,  plunder  and  devastate  the  countrj'. 
Against  such  a  warfare  there  is  but  one  resource — to  hang  at  once 
everj'  one  captured  belonging  to  the  expedition,  and  afterward  any 
one  caught  who  belongs  to  Butler's  department. 

Let  us  come  to  a  definite  understanding  with  these  heathens  at 
once.  Butler  cannot  be  allowed  to  rule  here  as  he  did  in  New 
Orleans.     His  course  must  be  stopped. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  P.     [PICKETT.] 

[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Petersburg, 
December  15,  18G3. 

General  Cooper: 

Following  dispatch  received: 

Two  thousand  of  enemy's  infantry,  mostly  negroes,  and  50  cavalry  are  at  Eliz.a- 
beth  City  conscriptinK  negroes  and  plundering  generally. 

JOEL  R.  ttRIFFIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  at  Franklin. 

I  wrote  concerning  the  above  by  courier. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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rinclosure  No.  2.1 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

December  15,  1863. 
^ol.  J.  R.  Griffin, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Franklin  Depot: 

Send  all  the  cavalry  force  you  have  at  once  down  to  the  scene  of 
devastation.  If  they  cannot  drive  off  the  enemy,  they  can  at  least 
hold  them  in  check.  Send  orders  to  Colonel  Hinton.  Any  one 
caiight  in  the  act  (negroes  or  white  men)  of  burning  houses  or  mal- 
treating women,  must  be  hung  on  the  sijot,  by  my  order. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Union,  Monroe  County,  Va., 

December  15,  1863 
Maj.  William  B.  Myers, 

Assistant  Adjidanf-General,  &c.: 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  passed  Sweet 
Springs,  taking  the  Fincastle  road.  On  the  first  intimation  that 
they  are  coming  tovrard  Dublin,  have  the  entire  bottom  of  the  turn- 
pike bridge  over  New  River  taken  up  and  carried  to  the  Newbern 
side.  If  General  Ransom  has  arrived  at  Bristol  with  his  command, 
order  Corse's  brigade  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  New  River 
Bridge.  If  General  Ransom  has  not  reached  Bristol,  order  Forty- 
fifth  [Virginia]  Regiment  to  New  River  Bridge  immediately.  Give 
all  orders  necessary  to  impress  all  railroad  trains,  whether  carrying 
salt  or  anything  else,  to  get  the  troops  to  New  River  Bridge.  Hurry 
up  the  home  guards.  Concentrate  them  at  New  River  Bridge,  and 
under  no  circumstances  allow  Averell  to  get  on  the  left  bank  of  New 
River. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Dublin,  December  15,  1803. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne,  Saltville.- 

The  enemy  is  advancing  on  the  railroads,  probably  toward  Salem. 
Move  your  regiment  to  New  River  Bridge  at  once.  Impress  any 
trains  you  require  at  Saltville,  whether  loaded  with  salt  or  not. 
The  utmost  dispatch  required. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Dublin,  December  15,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr.,  Bristol: 

The  enemy,  under  Averell,  are  moving  on  the  railroad  ;  have  passed 
Sweet  Springs  to-day  en  route  to  Fincastle  a,nd  Bonsack's ;  will  reach 
the  Latter  place  to-morrow  evening.  Send  Corse  and  Wharton  at 
once  to  New  River  Bridge.  Telegraph  McMahon  when  transporta- 
tion will  be  needed.     The  utmost  rai)idity  is  neciessary.     The  enemy 
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has  passed  Echols,  and  there  is  nothing  between  him  and  the  rail- 
road. 
By  order,  &c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Quartermaster  at  Bristol  forward  this  dispatch  with  all  haste  to 
Geiieral  Ransom. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Dublin, 

December  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Bristol  : 
"When  can  Corse's  brigade  reach  New  River  Bridge  ?    If  it  cannot 
get  there  to-morrow  morning  early,  I  will  order  the  Forty-fifth  [Vir- 
ginia] Regiment  from  Saltville. 
By  order,  &c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjtdant-General. 


Dublin, 

December  15,  18G3. 
Col.  George  P.  Tkrrill, 

Commanding  Home  Guards,  Salem,  Va.: 
Averell,  with  force  reported  3.000  strong,  is  advancing  on  railroad 
from  Sweet  Springs.     You  will  immediately  move  your  command 
to  Salem. 
By  order,  &c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Ass  istant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  15,  1863. 
Maj.  J.  M.  Wade, 

Cliristiansburg  : 
General  Averell  reported  moving  toward  Sweet  Springs.     Collect 
yoiir  command  at  the  rendezvous  and  hold  it  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  warning.     Report  to  these  headquarters. 
Bj'  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Copy  of  same  sent  to  Col.  George  P.  Terrill,  Salem;  Maj.  H.  M. 
Bowyer,  Bonsack's,  Botetourt;  Maj.  G.  A.  Wingfield,  Liberty,  Bed- 
ford; Maj.  Joseph  F.  Kent,  Wytheville;  Maj.  James  M.  Sheffey, 
Marion;  Maj.  Joseph  Graves,  Newbern,  Pulaski;  General  Nicholls, 
Lynchburg,  Va.) 
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Dublin,  December  15,  1863. 
Maj.  J.  M.  Wade,  Christiansburg  : 

The  enemy,  3,000  strong,  is  advancing  from  Sweet  Springs,  on  the 
railroad.     Assemble  your  command  and  telegraph  at  once  the  amount 
of  transportation  required  to  move  them  to  New  River  Bridge. 
By  order: 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutmit- General. 

(Copy  of  same  sent  to  Maj.  Joseph  F.  Kent,  Wytheville.) 

Dublin,  December  15,  1863. 

Col.  G.  A.  WiNGFIELD, 

Commanding  Home  Guards,  Liberty  : 
Move  your  command  to  Salem  at  once.     Averell  is  advancing  on 
railroad  from  Sweet  Springs. 
By  order,  &c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutaiit- General. 


Special  Orders,  /  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  308.  \  December  15,  1863. 

^  ^  ^  if?  SfS  n^  Sf« 

XIV.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early,  Provisional  Armj%  C.  S.,  will  pro- 
ceed to  Staunton,  Va.,  and  assume  command  of  the  troops  there  and 
in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  make  the  b3st  disposition  of  the  same 

to  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Gen  eral. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  December  — ,  18G3. 

(Received  17th.) 
General  S.  Cooper. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  I  have  ordered  all  the  cavalry  from  the  Blackwater, 
Colonels  Griffin's  and  Taliaferro's  regiments,  numbering  some  600 
effective  men,  to  the  scene  of  operations  in  Pasquotank.  I  have 
directed  General  Ransom  to  relieve  the  cavalry  at  and  near  Frank- 
lin, by  infantry  from  Weldon,  and  send  down  400  men  by  special 
train  to  Ivor  to-night,  to  relieve  the  cavalry  between  Ivor  and 
Franklin.  I  have  also  ordered  General  Ransom  to  mount,  if  possi- 
ble, aoo  men  to  proceed  to  same  destination  as  Colonel  Griffin. 
Major  Dearing,  with  200  mounted  men  from  his  battalion,  I  have 
ordered  to  be  ready  to  leave  here  to-morrow  for  same  place.  This 
will  be  all  the  mounted  force  I  can  send.  It  would  not  be  prudent 
to  risk  an  infantry  force  so  far,  with  both  flanks  assailable,  and  the 
rear  open  and  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  a  force  operating  from  Suffolk. 

I  inclose  a  communication  from  Colonel  Hinton,  received  to-day. 

Should  the  enemy  bo  dislodged,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to 
return  at  any  time  and  carry  out  their  plundering  designs,  unless  we 
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have  a  strong  cavalry  force  (such  as  we  have  not  in  this  departnxent) 
to  continually  harass  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  North  Carolina  State  Forces, 

Murfreeshorough,  December  14,  1863. 
General  George  E.  Pickett, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg: 
General  :  Tvfo  regiments  of  armed  negroes  and  one  of  Yankees 
(all  infantry),  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  are  quartered  in  Eliza- 
beth City.  They  are  committing  all  manner  of  depredations  upon 
the  unarmed  and  defenseless  citizens  of  the  surrounding  country. 
They  express  a  determination  to  remain  in  Elizabeth  City  until  they 
shall  have  completed  the  destruction  of  property  in  that  section. 
My  little  force — about  500  strong — are  doing  all  they  can  to  hold 
them  in  check,  but  cannot  operate  successfully  against  so  large  a 
force.  Can  you  not,  general,  send  a  brigade  to  the  relief  of  that  com- 
munity? They  can  be  easily  captured,  or  driven  off.  Their  position 
would  be  exceedingly  precarious  if  opposed  by  an  equal  force.  If 
they  are  not  speedily  dislodged,  the  Confederacy  need  not  expect  to 
get  any  more  provisions  from  that  section  of  country,  but  if  they 
are  driven  off,  the  quantity  of  pork  and  bacon  that  will  come  to  the 
Confederacy  from  the  east  side  of  the  Chowan  will  be  truly  incredi- 
ble.    Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HINTON", 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Dublin,  December  16,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  R.  Preston,  Christianshurg : 

The  telegrajih  operator  left  Salem  about  three  hours  ago.  Said 
the  enemy  Avas  near  there.  Nothing  new.  Please  let  me  hear  if 
tliey  move  in  this  direction.  I  hope  to  prevent  their  crossing  New 
River. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  December  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Ransom,  Jr.,  Bristol: 

Hurry  Corse's  brigade  down  to  New  River  Bridge.    The  enemy 
in  possession  of  Salem. 
By  order,  &c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lynchburg,  December  16,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
Captain  Otey's  company,  sent  to  General  Jones'  assistance,  were 
obliged  to  come  back  to  Bonsack's.     The  enemy  in  strong  force  are 
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at  Salem  and  have  burned  the  depot.     Otey's  comijaiiy  alone  is  at 
Bousack's:  the  militia  declined  going  up. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Lynchburg,  December  17,  18G3. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

By  a  dispatch  from  Captain  Otey,  at  Liberty,  the  enemy  are  re- 
portrtl  advancing  toward  Bonsack's  from  Salem.  I  have  no  force 
here  but  about  100  infantry  (militia)  and  one  or  two  ijieces  of  artil- 
lery. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Post. 


Lynchburg,  December  17,  1863, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspecior  General: 
General:  Information  which  I  deem  reliable  represents  Averell 
to  have  retreated  by  the  Sweet  Springs  or  New  Castle  road.     They 
are  about  2,500  strong,  with  artillery.     I  have  communicated  from 
the  beginning  with  Staunton. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier- General,   Commanding. 


Lynchburg,  Deceniber  17,  18G3. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 
A  later  dispatch  states  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  left  Salem 
last  night  and  encamped,  about  i  miles  from  there,  at  Mason's  Cove. 
Supijosed  to  be  from  :2,000  to  3,000  strong. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Fast. 


Dublin,  December  17,  18C3. 
Col.  W.  H.  Brow^ne, 

New  River  Bridge,  via  Central  Depot : 
Do  you  wish  the  home  guards  of  Pidaski  to  remain  at  the  bridge? 
If  they  are  of  no  use  they  may  be  disbanded.     What  do  you  think? 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dublin,  December  17,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  R.  Preston, 

Chrisfiansburg  : 

The  wires  down  between  here  and  Union.     Have  sent  a  courier 
off.     No.  news  yet  from  Echols.     Do  not  know  where  he  is. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquaktees  Akmy  of  Nokti-ierx  Virginia, 

December  17,  1803. 
General  Orders,  No.  107,  refers  to  the  men  actually  carrying  mus- 
kets—the effective  strength.  The  same  principle  will  be  apiHied  to 
the  detailed  or  extra-duty  men  of  a  division  or  brigade,  two  to  every 
hundred  such  for  duty,  provided  their  services  can  be  temporarily 
disjiensed  with  without  detriment, 
"y  order  of  General  Lee  : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assidant  Adjutant-  General. 


Dublin,  December  18,  18G3. 
Col.  W.  H.  Brovs^ne, 

Convmandmg : 
When  you  arrive  there  you  had  best  get  a  good  guide,  and  I  un- 
derstand there  is  a  strong  pass,  which  can  bo  easily  held,  between 
Salem  and  Red  Sulphur,  about  half  way.  If  McCausland  then  ad- 
vances, the  enemy  will  have  but  one  way  of  escape,  in  direction  of 
Echols'  force.  You  can  decide  on  the  position  to  take  when  you 
reach  Salem  better  than  I  can  designate  it.     Answer. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Ass  istant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Dublin,  December  18,  18(J3. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

New  lliver : 
Tlie  enemy  has  returned  to  Salem.     Under  tliese  circumstances  you 
had  best  remain  in  your  present  position  until  further  orders. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Ass istan t  Adj utai it- Ge ne ral. 

Dublin,  December  18,  1803. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

Cunnnanding  &c.: 
Telegrams  from  Preston  last  night  and  this  morning  report  enemy 
at  Roanoke,  Red  Sulphur,  about  13  miles  from  Salem.  If  McCaus- 
land can  come  to  Blacksburg,  and  you  hold  their  rear,  the  enemy  will 
be  forced  to  go  toward  Sweet  Springs,  and  Echols  can  meet  them. 
Dcj  you  want  rations  ?  Can  you  communicate  with  McCausland  from 
Christiansburg  ?    He  is  at  Newijort. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Dublin,  December  18,  1803. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

It  is  important  to  find  out  if  he  is  advancing.     It  would  be  well  to 
send  a  courier  from  Salem  to  Bonsack's,  to  communicate  with  Rich- 
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niond  or  Lyiiclibiirg.  I  telegraphed  General  Cooper  two  daya  ago 
to  send  up  some  troops.  They  may  be  between  Bonsack's  and  Lynch- 
burg. If  so,  tliey  should  march  to  Fincastle  from  Bonsack's,  to  stop 
tJie  retreat  in  that  direction.  I  think  that  would  fix  the  thing.  You 
had  best  hold  the  home  guards  from  Christiansburg  to  Salem.  I  will 
send  rations. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Lynchburg.  December  18,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Acljxdant  and  Insx)ector  General: 
I  send  you  the  following  dispatch  just  received : 

Our  superintendent,  J.  M.  Crowley,  who  is  1  mile  this  side  of  Salem  with  a  mag- 
net, reports  Yankees  returning  back  to  Salem.  I  judge  they  liave  found  their 
retreat  cut  oflf. 

LE  FAUCHEUE, 

Manager. 

I  have  no  information  other  than  the  above. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Post. 


Lynchburg, 

December  18,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjidant  and  Inspector  Genercd: 

The  folloAving  dispatch  has  just  been  received  by  me  from  D.  C. 

Booth,  commanding  Roanoke  Home  Guards,  dated  Bonsack's  : 

Scouts  report  that  the  enemy  have  been  intercepted  on  their  retreat,  and  are  com- 
ing in  this  way  again. 

Salem,  I  presume,  on  tlie  Botetourt  Springs  road.     I  communicate 
just  such  information  as  I  get  myself. 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS. 


Lynchburg, 

December  19,  1863, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Aif:)ntant  and  Inspector  General: 
I  forward  the  following  dispatch  just  received  by  me : 

Bonsack's, 
December  19,  1863. 
A  scout  has  just  arrived  from  Fincastle,  reports  that  the  enemy  were  seen  up 
to  dark  last  night  on  this  side  of  Craig's  Creek,  which  was  too  high  to  ford. 

D.  C.  BOOTH. 
FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Chap.  XLL]  COllltESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  881 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  20,  1803. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne, 

Commanding,  &c..  Central  Depot: 
Night  before  last  enemy  divided  at  Cray's  [Craig's]  Creek,  part 
going  toward  Newport,  part  toward  Sweet  Springs.     If  repulsed  at 
cither  point,  they  may  attempt  to  return  by  Salem  and  New  River 
Bridge.     I  will  relieve  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters,   Wilmington,  December  20,  1863. 
Col.  W.  M.  Browne, 

Aide-de-Cump  to  the  President,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  confidential  note  and  its  impor- 
tant information,  i  beg  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
to  my  numerous  letters  to  the  War  Dcpartjnent,  demonstrating  that 
the  safety  and  whole  plan  of  defense  for  this  place  depends  on  the 
presence  of  a  strong  army  to  oppose  a  movement  by  land.  If  there 
is  danger,  it  must  be  assembled  at  once  and  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 
It  will  not  do  to  Avait  until  after  the  enemy  have  landed  and  are 
advancing.  At  present  I  have  but  a  single  brigade  which  has  never 
yet  been  in  battle,  and  a  few  light  batteries  which  have  never  been 
engaged.  I  earnestlj''  entreat  that  I  may  at  once  receive  such  an 
addition  to  my  force  as  may  at  least  enable  me  to  guard  the 
approaches  and  do  something  toward  retarding  the  enemy  long 
enough  to  have  a  little  chance  to  receive  re-enforcements.  Undoubt- 
edly, if  this  place  is  attac]<ed,  the  enemy  will  make  strenuous  efforts 
to  cut  the  communication.  If  they  succeed,  they  will  get  me  with 
my  present  means. 

Please  ask  General  Custis  Lee  to  examine  some  of  my  letters  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  defense  of  this  place  and  the  necessity 
of  a  supporting  army. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

December  20,  18G3. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  been 
committing  the  most  brutal  outrages  upon  our  loyal  citizens  in  the 
vicinity  of  Elizabeth  City.  Immediately  upon  hearing  of  their  ap- 
pearance at  that  place,  which  is  50  miles  from  Franklin,  our  nearest 
post,  I  gave  orders  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  from  the  Blackwater, 
relieving  them  with  infantry,  and  sending  also  130  mounted  artillery 
from  Bearing's  battalion.  The  enemy  being  also  reported  as  fortify- 
ing opposite  Harrellsville,  which  is  in  Bertie  County,  and  jiist  below 
Winton,  I  ordered  General  Ransom  with  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
via  Franklin,  to  the  scene  of  devastation,  and  to  move  down  with 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  against  them.  You  will  see  by  tele- 
gram inclosed  that  the  enemy  decamped  upon  hearing  of  the  approach 
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of  our  forces.  You  will  perceive  that  tLey  liave  with  their  negro 
troop.s  liung  one  of  our  soldiers  arid  manacled  ladies,  and  have  taken 
them  off  in  irons.  They  have  run  riot  over  all  the  country  east  of 
the  Perquimans  River,  behind  which  they  fell,  burning  the  bridges 
upon  the  first  approach  of  a  squadron  of  our  cavalry.  My  orders 
were  to  spare  no  one.  But  unfortunately  our  foe  is  too  wary.  They, 
like  the  Indians,  only  war  on  the  defenseless.  You  will  see  likewise 
that  they  are  going  to  play  the  same  game  in  Suffolk  that  they  did  in 
Norfolk — make  all  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  tlie  Fedoi-al  Govern- 
ment or  confiscate  their  property.  I  really  do  not  know  what  advice 
to  give  in  answer  to  the  question  they  ask  me.  With  my  force  it  is 
impossible  to  protect  such  distant  points.  Still  it  makes  my  blood 
boil  to  think  of  these  enormities  being  practiced,  and  we  have  no  way 
of  arresting  them. 

Eight  thousand  men  are  reported  as  at  Washington.  This  I 
doubt.  Probably  they  intend  making  a  similar  trip  from  Wash- 
ington in  the  adjoining  county  to  the  Elizabeth  City  one. 

I  inclose  also  report  of  General  Baiion  about  the  cai^Aure  of  some 
of  our  cavalry.  A  few  (]ays  before,  the  enemy  attacked  our  pickets 
near  Free  Bridge  and  were  repulsed,  leaving  5  killed  on  the  field  and 
2  horses. 

I  will  give  orders  to  the  cavalry  now  at  or  near  Franklin  to  make 
an  expedition  to  Suffolk  and  the  vicinity.  We  of  course  cannot  hold 
the  place,  but  might  possibly  do  the  enemy  some  damage. 

What  answer  had  I  better  give  the  Suffolk  people  ?  I  understand 
that  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  have  mostly  taken  the  oath  asked  for  by 
Butler.  I  communicated  with  General  Butler  in  reference  to  Major 
Bor roughs,  but  have  as  yet  received  no  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement,] 

It  is  impossible  for  the  De]:)artment  to  answer  the  qiiestion  pro- 
pounded by  General  Pickett  in  respect  to  the  deputation  of  ladies 
from  Suffolk  further  than  to  state  that  taking  the  compulsory 
oath  exacted  of  them  by  an  infuriated  [foe],  for  their  safety,  &c., 
should  not,  under  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  case  represented  by 
them,  be  considered  as  an  indication  of  their  want  of  fidelity  to  the 
Southern  cause.  General  Pickett,  in  all  other  respects,  ajjpears  to 
have  taken  the  necessary  measures,  to  the  extent  of  his  means,  to 
check  the  outrages  complained  of. 

S.  C.     [COOPER.] 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Outpost, 
Greenville,  N.   C,  December  17,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  D.  Darden, 

Assistcmt  Adjutant- Gene  red  : 

Captain  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce  the  capture  of  about 

35  men  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Moore's  company  (H),  of  my  command.     A 

battfilion  of  Yankee  infantry  crossed  a  foot  ford  which  had  been 

blockaded,  avoiding  my  pickets,  and  making  their  way  to  and  sur- 


Chap.  XLI]  COKRESPONDEiXCK,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  883 

rounding  Captain  Moore's  encampment,  about  G  miles  below  here, 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  capturing,  with  the  exception  of  4  men 
and  2  horses,  that  portion  of  the  command  which  was  there.  As 
soon  as  I  received  information  of  their  approach,  I  immediately- 
moved  after  them,  but,  on  arriving  at  Cheod  Creek  bridge,  found 
that  they  had  captured  my  pickets  there  from  the  same  company, 
and  had  forded  the  stream  at  that  point,  leaving  a  wagon  which 
they  had  captured  with  the  command.  One  Yankee  was  killed 
there  by  the  picket.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  surprise,  as  I 
had  only  last  evening,  through  my  adjutant,  cautioned  Captain 
Moore  to  increased  vigilance,  from  rumors  that  I  had  heard  of  a 
body  of  35  armed  deserters  making  their  way  through  the  county 
toward  Washington.  My  scouts  around  Washington  and  citizens 
coming  from  below  all  report  that  no  passing  is  now  allowed  by  the 
Yankees,  and  that  they  are  very  busy  making  preparations  for  a 
raid  from  Plymouth  and  Washington,  to  concentrate  at  some  point 
in  the  interior.  A  lady  direct  from  Washington  reports  an  in- 
creased force  there ;  that  they  have  300  negro  cavalry  constantly 
drilling,  and  that  they  are  very  busy  preparing  for  something, 
and,  from  what  she  could  learn,  were  very  nearly  ready.  I  have 
applied,  captain,  to  General  Ransom,  Colonel  McKethan,  and 
through  Colonel  Waddell  for  some  infantry  at  this  point.  I  again 
most  respectfully  urge  it.  One  of  my  comjianies  picket  16  miles 
below  here,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  one  to  12  miles  below  on 
this  side,  and  I  have  only  one  small  company  as  a  reserve  here  and 
as  a  support  to  the  battery,  and  none  to  act  independently.  My 
men  are  very  poorly  equipped. 

I  inclose  my  returns.*    Would  have  sent  them  sooner,  but  moved 
at  daylight  this  morning,  and  have  just  returned.     Hoping  that  I 
will  be  re-enforced,  and  most  respectfully  urging  it, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOGER  MOORE, 

Major,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

White  Mills,  on  Dismal  Swamp, 

[December]  19,  [1863.] 
Major-General  Pickett  : 

Enemy  have  escaped  me  by  river  bridge,  Pasquotank  River. 
They  were  warned  of  my  first  advance  to  Gatesville.  Their  cavalry 
have  gone  to  Norfolk,  through  Currituck  County,  N.  C,  the  negroes, 
by  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  to  Portsmouth.  They  are  on  forced 
march.  Last  left  South  Mills  this  morning.  My  men  are  near  the 
place.  Nothing  now  to  be  done  but  collect  all  hogs  and  drive  them 
out,  which  is  a  considerable  item  here  ;  also  bring  out  Colonel  Hin- 
ton's  guerrillas,  which  he  requests.  Enemy  had  at  Elizabeth  City 
2,900  negroes  and  500  cavalry.  They  hung  Private  Daniel  Bright, 
of  Company  L,  of  my  Sixty-second  Georgia  Regiment ;  hung  him  to 
a  beam  in  a  house ;  body  remained  suspended  forty  hours.  Lieu- 
tenant Mundin's  wife,  with  other  ladies,  were  arrested,  tied,  and 
placed  in  jail  at  Elizabeth  City,  and  carried  in  irons  to  Norfolk ; 
even  their  feet  tied.  Negroes  killed  a  child  in  Camden  County, 
committing  all  other  kinds  of  excesses. 

JOEL  R.  GRIFFIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

*Notfouud. 
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[luclosure  No.  3.] 

Weldon, 
December  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Pickett: 

No  news  from  Hamilton  ;  no  danger  tliere  yet.  Can  we  do  any- 
thing  for  the  people  of  Suffolk  ?  I  fear  not.  If  possible,  I  will  go 
there  and  fight  Butler  over,  anyhow.  I  sliall  withdraw  troops  to- 
morrow from  Franklin,  unless  you  think  we  could  catch  them  below 
Suffolk.  I  will  move  down,  and,  if  the  enemy  are  certainly  gone, 
recall  Griffin.     Excuse  me  for  troubling  you  so  much. 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigad  ier-  General. 

[luclosure  No.  4.] 

Weldon, 
[December]  20,  [1863.] 
General  George  E.  Pickett  : 

The  following  dispatch  received  from  Franklin,  dated  20th,  to 
General  Ransom : 

A  deputation  of  2  ladies  from  Suffolk  came  last  night.  General  Butler  has  noti- 
fied the  citizens  of  Suffolk  that  they  must  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Federal 
Goxernment  or  leave  immediately.  They  are  loyal  to  the  South,  and  wish  your 
advice  on  the  subject.  Those  left  in  Suffolk,  if  they  should  leave  it,  would  lose 
their  all,  and  not  be  able  to  suppoi-t  themselves  in  our  Confederacy.  Tuesday  is 
the  day  fixed.  He  is  to  send  a  provost-marshal  and  troops  there  on  that  day  to 
administer  the  oath.    All  quiet  here. 

Db  bordenave, 

Major,  Commandimj  Forces,  Blachwater. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 
C  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  20,  1803. 
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ainclnding  scouts,  guides,  &c.    The  provost  guard  dropped  and  not  accounted  for. 
6  Thomas'  and  Walker's  brigades  detached. 


December  — ,  1863. 
The  honor  able  delegation  in  Congress  from  State  of  Florida : 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  a  meet- 
v^^  composed  of  the  officers  of  Perry's  brigade,  to  communicate  with 
you  ujjon  a  subject  of  vital  impoi-tance  to  our  existence  as  a  military 
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organization,  beg  leave  to  represent  that  in  view  of  tlie  rednced  con- 
dition of  this  brigade,  the  commandants  of  the  regiments  comjDos- 
ing  the  same  have  united  in  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
asking  that  the  brigade  bo  temporarily  transferred  to  Florida,  with 
the  view  of  recruiting  our  decimated  ranks  during  the  winter  months, 
and  returning  to  the  field,  upon  the  resumption  of  active  hostilities 
in  the  spring,  in  an  effective  condition. 

In  the  application,  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  regiments  are 
fully  set  forth,  as  well  as  the  reasons  upon  Avhich  the  same  is  based, 
and  the  committee  deem  their  duty  discharged  when  they  invite  your 
attention  to  the  above-named  application  and  ask  your  co-operation 
in  securing  its  success.  The  committee,  however,  cannot  let  the  oc- 
casion pass  without  urging  uj)on  you  the  importance  of  taking  such 
steps  as  will  preserve  our  organizations;  they  feel  that  you  share 
Avitli  them  the  reputation  earned  by  our  brigade  upon  the  battle- 
fields of  Virginia  and  will  unite  with  them  in  perpetuating  its  exist- 
ence. 

[Signed  by  W.  K.  Partridge,  captain,  Fiftli  Florida,  and  chairman; 
F.  Worth,  captain,  Eighth  Florida;  B.  Frank  Whitner,  captain, 
Eighth  Florida;  H.  C.  Simmons,  captain.  Eighth  Florida;  J.  T.  Ber- 
nard, captain  and  assistant  quartermaster.  Eighth  Florida;  B.  F. 
Simmons,  adjutant.  Eighth  Florida;  J.  L.  Taylor,  captain.  Company 
K,  Fifth  Florida;  C.  A.  Bryan,  captain,  Company  C,  Fifth  Florida; 
N.  B.  Walker,  second  lieutenant.  Second  Florida;  D.  b\  Bradley, 
lieutenant,  Company  A,  Second  Florida.  ] 

[First  indorsement.] 

December  23,  18G3. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Has  any  application  of  this  kind  come  up  through  military  chan- 
nels?   If  not,  refer  to  commanding  general  for  his  view.,. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDOK] 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

December  30,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Lee  for  his  views. 
Bv  order  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

JOHN  W.  PJELY, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
January  4,  1864. 

Eespectfully  returned. 

This  subject  has  been  one  of  consideration  and  correspondence  for 
a  year,  and  has  come  up  in  every  shape.  The  officers  think  that  re- 
cruits can  only  be  obtained  by  sending  the  brigade  to  Florida.  I 
have  no  doubt  if  it  went  back  with  the  assurance  of  remaining  that 
it  would  receive  its  share  of  conscripts,  but  if  it  was  known  that  the 
bi'igade  was  to  return  to  the  field,  I  cannot  see  the  advantage  that 
would  be  gained.  If  men  are  to  be  obtained  for  it  in  Florida,  by 
the  aid  of  the  recruiting  officers,  it  seems  they  can  as  well  be  sent  to 
the  brigade  as  the  brigade  to  the  men. 
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In  answer  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida,  who  recom- 
mended the  return  of  the  brigade  to  the  State,  I  stated  it  could  be 
done  in  my  opinion  if  a  full  regiment  was  sent  to  take  its  place  until 
its  ranks  could  be  filled.  If  this  cannot  bo  done,  I  recommend  that 
the  brigade  be  consolidated  into  a  regiment.  I  should  much  regret 
for  the  brigade  to  lose  its  identity.  It  has  served  long  and  faith- 
fully: \mt  I  have  tried  every  way  to  recruit  its  ranks  without  suc- 
cess. '  If  this  brigade  was  sent  to  Florida,  others  equally  deserving 
could  not  be  denied  a  similar  indulgence,  and  the  army  would  be 
broken  up. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Geneeal's  Office. 

January  22,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  former  application  of  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Hilton,  requesting 
that  this  command  be  returned  to  Florida,  was  referred  to  General 
Beauregard  January  7,  lSG-1,  and  has  not  yet  been  returned  to  this 
office. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Inform  these  Representatives  of  the  action  taken,  if  the  paper  has 
to  be  sent  by  Adiutant-General. 

J.  A.  S.     [SEDDOK] 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  21,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Sweet  Springs  : 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  operator  at  Salem,  dated  to- 
day : 

A  courier  just  arrived  says  the  enemy  was  in  New  Castle  about  darlj  tliis  evening. 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copy  of  same  sent  to  General  Nicholls,  commanding  at  Lynch- 
burg.) 


December  21,  [1863.] 
President  Davis  : 

Information  from  Colonel  Browne  received  yesterday.  Please 
communicate  to  General  Pickett  and  War  Department.  Pickett  re- 
])orts  enemy  re-enforced  at  Washington.  May  be  to  cut  railroad. 
Only  one  brigade  here,  and  I  can  do  no  more  than  I  am  doing. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  31,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Richmond : 

Sir:  Since  receiving  a  note  from  your  aide,  Colonel  Browne,  con- 
veying me  confidential  information  of  the  enemy's  designs,  I  have 
heeii  shown  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  New  York  to  an  officer  of 
the  staff  of  General  Martin — from  his  father,  in  fact — dated  near  the 
latter  part  of  November,  which  tends  to  confirm  your  information. 
He  states  the  intention  to  attack  here  ;  that  the  new  gunboats,  sharp 
at  ])oth  ends,  are  (at  that  date)  aboiit  completed.  They  are  armed 
with  heavy  guns,  not  ironed,  intended  to  attack  here.  He  states 
fartlu'r  that  Dahlgren  and  Gillmore  are  used  up. 

Your  aide  tells  me  the  information  was  sejit  for  my  guidance. 
WitlioiTt  a  larger  force,  I  can  do  nothing  but  what  I  am  doing.  All 
of  luy  plans  depend  on  a  supporting  army.  Information  from  Major- 
Geueral  Pickett  is  received  to-day  that  the  enemy  are  heavily  re- 
enforcing  at  Washington.  He  ask  me  to  be  ready  to  re-enforce  him. 
If  this  be  so,  it  is,  doubtless,  to  cut  communication  prior  to  or  simul- 
taneous with  attack  here.  I  need  much  moi'e  force  than  I  have,  and 
it  ought  to  be  here  now.  In  my  opinion,  the  permanent  force  to  sup- 
])ort  should  always  be  three  brigades,  in  order  to  insure  the  chance 
of  re-enforcement  before  the  enemy  may  acqiiire  fatal  advantages, 
as  I  am  entirely  too  weak,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
enemy  can  take  his  choice  of  ]ooints  and  position,  inay  come  from 
above  or  below,  or  both,  and  can  move  faster  than  I  can,  to  oppose 
liim.  The  position  is  very  difficult,  and  yet  it  is  so  important  to  us 
tliat  nothing  should  be  left  to  chance  that  can  be  done. 

The  city  is  miich  more  vulnerable  than  Charleston.  There,  the 
city  does  not  fall  though  the  harbor  is  closed.  Here,  the  city  is  open 
to  attack  first.    Without  troops,  it  must  go  and  with  it  the  harbor. 

Before  an  attempt  is  made  on  our  communication,  I  most  earnestly 
entreat  for  re-enforcements,  or  consequences  may  be  serious. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  21,  1803. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General  :  The  event  of  an  attack  on  Wilmington  is  now  regarded 
as  imminent.  Information  to  this  effect  has  been  received  from  the 
Executive  Department,  and  I  have  further  tending  to  same  from 
New  York  via  Nassau.  It  is  considered  in  New  York  that  Gillmore 
and  Dahlgren  have  utterly  failed  at  Charleston,  and  that  the  enemy's 
attack  Avill  be  transferred  here.  General  Pickett  reports  that  the 
enemy  is  being  heavilv  re-enforced  at  Washington,  said  to  be  8.000. 
He  calls  on  me  for  help.  I  want  it  too  much  myself  to  afford  him 
any  aid.  If  they  are  placing  troops  there,  it  is  very  probable  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  communication  with  Richmond  on  the 
railroad,  either  prior  to  or  simultaneous  with  a  demonstration  on 
this  place.  Either  would  have  the  effect  of  delaying,  if  not  of  pre- 
venting, aid  to  me.     Such  aid  will  be  indispensable  to  the  safety  of 
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this  place,  and  should  be  here  or  gathering  here  now.  This  point 
has  been  frequently  demonstrated,  and  on  it  depends  all  my  plans  to 
save  this  important  position.  A  timely  assembly  of  force  may  have 
the  effect  of  diverting  attack. 

If  my  opinion  of  the  enemy's  intentions  is  correct,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  strong  force  between  Weldon  and  this  place.  In  all 
probability,  I  shall  have  to  move  the  small  force  at  Kenansville  (a 
very  important  position)  to  operate  on  the  Holly  Shelter  road,  or  to 
re-enforce  here.  This  will  require  to  be  replaced.  A  brigade,  at 
the  least,  with  batteries  of  light  artillery,  ought  to  come  here  at 
once,  and  I  think  Pickett's  command  should  move  into  North  Caro- 
lina, and  forces  be  drawn  from  the  Army  of  Virginia,  where,  prob- 
ably, no  very  formidable  movement  of  the  enemy  from  Meade's 
army  may  be  anticipated  in  the  winter  months.  If  General  Beaure- 
gard is  relieved  from  apprehension  at  Charleston,  he  may  be  able  to 
assist  me,  but  it  is  all  important  that  I  should  have  the  means  in 
hand  to  prevent  the  enemy  gaining  a  fatal  advantage  before  re-en- 
forcements can  reach  me. 

It  must  be  recollected  that  the  enemy  have  the  choice  of  approach- 
ing the  coast  by  sea  either  above  or  below  me,  or  by  both  routes  at 
once,  and,  in  the  event  of  his  landing  undisturbed,  the  city  itself  is 
in  great  danger.  If  he  can  advance  upon  it,  all  goes — harbor,  forts, 
and  all. 

I  am  doing  all  I  can,  and  have  been  so  doing,  outside  the  want  of 
force. 

I  send  this  by  special  messenger,  the  son  of  Dr.  Wright,  who  was 
executed  in  Norfolk,  a  very  gallant  and  trustworthy  lad.     Please 
answer  receipt  by  telegraph,  and  send  him  back. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  December  21,  1863. 
Flag-Officer  Lynch, 

Comdg.  C.  S.  Naval  Forces  of  North  Carolina,  Wilmington: 

Flag-Officer  :  I  have  received  information  from  the  President 
to  the  effect  that  the  enemy,  despairing  of  taking  Charleston,  pro- 
pose to  attack  this  place  very  shortly.  At  the  same  time,  I  learn 
from  New  York,  via  Nassau,  that  such  is  the  object,  and  that  Gill- 
more  and  Dahlgren  are  regarded  as  having  failed  at  Charleston ; 
also  that  gunboats  of  a  peculiar  construction,  said  to  be  sharp  at 
both  ends  and  of  light  draught  of  water,  and  completed  at  New  York, 
are  destined  for  here.  General  Pickett  telegraphs  me  to-day  that  he 
learns  from  Washington,  N.  C,  that  the  enemy  are  re-enforcing 
there  (said  to  be  8,000).  -No  doubt,  if  true,  they  intend  to  try  to  cut 
off  communication  by  railroad,  to  prevent  or  delay  re-enforcements 
either  prior  to  or  simultaneous  with  a  demonstration  here. 

Any  attack  on  this  place,  to  be  successful,  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  strong  land  force,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  they  will  prefer 
to  come  from  above  or  below,  or  both.  I  do  not  anticipate  a  success- 
ful attack  on  the  forts  by  gunboats,  but  some  might  succeed  in 
getting  by  them,  to  attempt  to  cut  off  communication  in  the  river, 
if  built  of  light  draught  and  great  speed.     I  would,  therefore,  in 
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conveying  to  you  this  information,  suggest  that  you  have  your 
available  force  in  readiness  for  action,  and  posted,  say,  near  the 
Drum  Shoals,  being  above  the  New  Inlet  rip,  to  protect 'that  point. 
You  would  then  be  in  readiness  to  observe  which  bar  would  be 
attacked,  and  certainly  in  the  best  position  to  render  service  in  the 
defense.  That  rip  is  most  exposed,  owing  to  its  distance  from  any 
guns. 

I  would  also  suggest  that,  in  the  limited  and  defective  character 
of  my  river  transportation  and  the  heavy  draft  upon  it,  if  possible, 
you  would  aid  the  engineer  department  and  quartermaster,  with 
your  steamers,  should  they  be  compelled  to  call  upon  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Art.,  Army  Northern  Virginia, 
No.  — .  j  December  21,  1863. 

Maj.  John  Page,  chief  quartermaster,  artillery,  will  supervise  the 
operations  of  his  department  with  the  artillery  in  winter  qiiarters, 
so  as  to  have  irregularities  corrected  and  all  requisite  supplies  appro- 
priately furnished. 

He  will  ordinarily  be  the  medium  of  communication  between  the 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  artillery  of  each  corps,  the  reserve,  and 
the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army. 

Maj.  B.  L.  Wolff e,  chief  commissary,  artillery,  will  occupy  a  like 
position  and  discharge  like  duties  in  reference  to  supplies  in  his 
department. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Jural  A.  Early, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  I  telegraphed  you  to-day  with  reference  to  obtaining 
supplies  for  the  army  while  the  troops  are  in  the  valley,  and  now 
write  to  explain  my  views  more  fully.  I  wish  you  to  avail  yourself 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  collect  and  bring  away  everything  that 
can  be  made  useful  to  the  army  from  those  regions  that  are  open  to 
the  enemy,  using  for  this  purpose  both  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
under  your  command.  I  hear  that  in  the  lower  valley,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  country  on  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac, 
there  are  a  good  many  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  and  hogs.  Besides  these, 
there  is  said  to  be  a  quantity  of  bacon,  cloth,  and  leather,  and  all 
these  supplies  are  accessible  to  and  can  be  used  by  the  enemy.  I 
desire  to  secure  all  of  them  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  get,  and  you 
will  use  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  back  the  enemy 
while  the  work  is  being  done.  You  will  buy  from  all  who  are  will- 
ing to  sell,  and  where  you  cannot  buy,  you  must  impress  and  give 
certificates  to  the  owners.  Of  course  you  will  not  take  what  is  nec- 
essary for  the  subsistence  of  the  people,  but  leave  enough  for  that, 
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and  secure  all  the  rest  of  the  articles  named,  and  any  others— such  as 
shoes,  horse-shoes,  and  horse-shde  nails— that  you  can  get.  While  so 
engaged,  I  wish  you  to  subsist  the  troops  on  those  supplies  that  are 
most  difficult  of  transportation,  such  as  bacon,  potatoes  and  other 
vegetables,  which  I  hear  can  be  had,  sending  back  those  that  are 
easy  to  transport,  such  as  cattle,  particularly  sheep  and  hogs.  If 
you  cannot  get  enough  bacon  and  vegetables,  you  might  use  some 
of  the  sheep  and  hogs. 

You  will  understand  that  these  instructions  have  no  application 
to  those  jjarts  of  the  country  that  are  accessible  to  our  ordinary 
agents  engaged  in  procuring  supplies.  You  will  make  requisition 
on  Major  Bell  for  such  transportation  as  he  can  furnish,  and  also 
try  to  get  additional  facilities  from  the  people.  The  cloth,  leather, 
and  other  quartermaster's  stores  should  be  collected  as  fully  as  possi- 
ble, leaving,  of  course,  enough  for  the  wants  of  our  people.  Horses 
and  cattle  can  be  driven  back  at  once.  I  write  to  Major  Bell  by 
this  mail  to  assist  you  as  far  as  he  is  able. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XV.  hi.  j-jiiijbj, 

General. 

P.  S. — You  will  give  out  that  your  movement  is  intended  as  a 
military  one  against  the  enemy,  and,  of  course,  will  do  them  all  the 
harm  you  can.  You  will  use  all  the  troops,  including  those  of  Im- 
boden'and  Gilmor,  that  you  may  require. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  22,  1863. 
Maj.  H.  M.  Bell, 

Quartermaster  of  the  Post,  Staunton,  Va. . 

Major  :  I  have  written  to  General  Early  to  endeavor,  while  the 
troops  are  in  the  valley,  to  get  all  the  supplies  of  cattle,  horses,  hogs, 
sheep,  cloth,  leather,  and  other  quartermaster's  stores  from  those 
parts  of  the  country  that  are  easily  accessible  to  the  enemy.  I  have 
directed  him  to  call  upon  you  for  transportation,  and  desire  you  to 
furnish  all  you  can,  and  aid  him  in  getting  any  more  he  may  require 
from  the  people.  I  wish  you  to  render^  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  in  this  work  ;  send  your  agents  with  the  army,  and  wher- 
ever you  can  buy  siapplies  belonging  to  your  department — particu- 
larly liorses,  horse-shoes,  cloth,  and  leather — do  so,  biit  where  they 
cannot  be  bought  they  must  be  taken,  giving  certificates  to  the 
owners.  The  horses  should  be  driven  back  as  fast  as  they  are  pro- 
cured. In  taking  any  of  the  articles  referred  to,  you  will  instruct 
your  agents  that  while  nothing  must  be  left  that  can  be  made  use  of 
by  the  enemy,  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  necessities  of  the  people 
must  of  course  remain  in  their  hands. 

Very  resiJectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  ix,  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — These  instructions  only  apply  to  those  portions  of  the 
country  not  accessible  to  our  ordinary  agents  engaged  in  procuring 
supplies. 
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Salt  Sulphur  Springs, 

December  22,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
General:    The  following  has  just  been  received  from  Major 
Myers : 

Major-General  Jones: 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  operator  at  Salem,  dated  to-day: 
"A  courier  just  arrived  says  enemy  was  at  New  Castle  about  dark  this  evening." 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

In  view  of  the  above  you  will  not  move  your  command  from  near 
Sweet  Springs  until  you  can  find  out  positively  as  to  whether  the 
report  is  correct  or  not,  or  if  your  command  has  moved,  send  back  a 
sufficient  force  to  prevent  the  enemy,  if  he  be  at  New  Castle,  from 
making  his  escape  over  Sweet  Springs  Mountain.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  force  referred  to  is  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
RespectfiiUy,  &;c., 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols, 

Commanding,  &e.,  Monroe,  via  Union: 
It  is  unnecessary  to  move  your  command  to  Sweet  Springs.    Give 
us  the  latest  information  of  the  enemy's  movements,  where  Averell 
went  to  after  leaving  White  Sulphur. 
By  order,  &c. : 

ATM.  B.  MYEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Dublin,  December  23,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne,  New  Biver  Bridge  : 

The  general  directs  that  you  impress  a  train,  and  move  your  com- 
mand at  once  to  Salem.     A  body  of  the  enemy  is  reported  approach- 
ing from  New  Castle  to  Heavenly  Gap,  near  Salem.     Return  your 
train  to  be  enabled  to  move  either  way,  as  necessity  demands. 
By  order,  &;c. : 

WM.  B.  MYERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

December  24,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Browne. 

.  Comdg.  Forty-fifth  Virginia  Regiment,  Salem,  Va.: 
The  general  directs  that  you  call   on   the   home   guards    and 
mounted  men,  to  assist  you  in  hunting  the  enemy.     Report  progress 
to  these  headquarters. 

JAMES  L.  ERASER, 

Aide-(le-Cami). 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  24,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  Preston, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Your  letter  of  32d  received  to-day.     Please  return  to  Abingdon 
and  resume  command  of  District  of  Southwestern  Virginia. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  Gen  eral. 


December  27,  1863. 
General  J.  E.  B.  Stttart: 

General:  I  send  you  the  report  from  Clark's  Mountain  received 
this  morning : 

The  enemy's  camps  of  about  two  corps  are  in  sight,  as  before  reported,  near  Mitch- 
ell's Station  and  along  the  railroad  between  Mitchell's  Station  and  Culpeper  Court- 
House.  No  movements  in  their  camp  this  morning.  It  is  too  smoky  to  see  plainly 
about  Brandy  and  vicinity,  but  the  rising  of  columns  of  smoke  indicates  increased 
camps  about  Stone-House  Mountain  and  Culpeper  Court-House. 

I  wish  if  to-morrow  is  favorable  you  would  ride  to  Clark's  Mount- 
ain and  observe  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  let  me  know  your 
conclusion.     The  report  from  the  mountain  does  not  coincide  with 
Lomax's  of  11.15  to-day,  just  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

XV,  E.  LEE. 


Wilmington, 

December  28,  1863. 
General  Cooper: 

My  scouts  bring  me  information,  considered  trustworthy,  that 
heavy  re-enforcements  are  daily  arriving  at  New  Berne.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Kinston  will  be  attacked  in  a  few  days,  that  Butler 
designs  extending  his  lines  to  Kinston  and  New  River.  Kinston 
should  be  re-enforced  at  once. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 


Wilmington,  N.  C, 

December  28,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond  : 

General  :  Kinston  is  a  strategic  point  which  should  never  be 
allowed  to  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  the 
very  greatest  importance  to  the- defense  of  Wilmington.  While  we 
hold  it,  we  may  consider  our  communication  secure,  and  we  seriously 
threaten  any  advance  on  this  place  from  toward  New  Berne.  I  am 
sure  that  an  attack  is  meditated  on  that  point,  and  imminent.  The 
enemy  are  preparing  for  an  active  campaign  in  North  Carolina!,  the 
ultimate  object  of  which  is  doubtless  to  close  the  only  remaining 
port  we  possess. 

You  are  in  possession  of  my  plans  of  defense,  and  are  aware  of 
what  is  indispensable  to  success.  I  think  I  am  not  premature,  nor 
ill  advised,  in  saying  that  it  is  full  time  to  throw  a  strong  force  into 
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North  Carolina  and  here,  that  we  may  be  ready.  I  trust  that 
nothing  in  a  matter  of  such  importance  will  he  left  either  to  chance 
or  to  the  supineness  of  the  enemy. 

I  consider  Barton's  position  as  critical  now,  and  if  he  is  driven  back 
mine  will  be  very  greatly  endangered. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Adjutant-General  : 

It  would  be  well,  under  the  circumstances,  as  shown  in  this  and 
other  communications,  to  order  General  Clingman's  brigade  to 
Goldsborough;  and,  if  needed,  other  troops  may  be  sent  to  Peters- 
burg. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

This  has  been  verbally  communicated  to  General  Pickett,  com- 
manding the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  who  contemplates  a 
movement  into  Suffolk,  where  the  enemy  are  understood  to  be  mak- 
ing preparations  for  a  movement,  and  not  in  the  direction  which 
these  letters  intimate. 

S.  C.     [COOPER.] 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  38,  1863. 
General  8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General:  I  have  received  information,  which  I  consider  entirely 
trustworthy,  that  large  re-enforcements  are  daily  arriving  at  New 
Berne  and  Beaufort.  Positive  numbers  not  yet  ascertained,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  is  concentrated  for  an  attack. 
Kinston  is  supposed  to  be  the  point.  Butler  is  reported  as  intend- 
ing to  extend  his  lines  to  New  River  and  Kinston;  and  this  would 
undoubtedly  be  his  design  as  preliminary  to  attack  here,  for  it 
would  place  our  communications  in  his  power,  and  advance  his 
front  much  nearer  to  me.  Kinston  ought  certainly  to  be  strength- 
ened at  once,  and  a  heavy  force  thrown  into  North  Carolina,  to  be 
ready  to  repel  Butler's  advance  at  first,  and  to  re-enforce  me.  I  tel- 
egraphed tnis  information  to  you  and  to  General  Pickett  to-day. 
Please  call  the  President's  attention  to  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


December  28,  1863. 
Colonel  Jackson, 

Kenansville  : 
The  general  says  keep  a  strict  lookout  along  your  entire  front. 
The  enemy,  it  is  believed,  intends  trying  to  extend  their  lines  to 
New  River. 

J.  H.  HILL, 
Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqks.  Deft,  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  29,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  The  recent  raid  on  Salem  shows,  I  think,  very  clearly 
the  importance  of  having  on  this  line  of  railroad  a  force  adequate 
to  its  protection.  I  have  been  satisfied  ever  since  I  assumed  com- 
mand in  this  department  of  the  importance  of  keeping  a  regular 
force  directly  on  this  road,  and  placed  such  a  force  on  it  last  spring, 
but  in  July  last,  under  orders  from  the  War  Department,  I  was 
obliged  to  send  that  force  away,  and  have  not  been  able  since  then 
to  replace  it. 

Under  the  conviction  that  it  is  important  to  keep  some  regular 
force  on  this  road,  I  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the 
Fifty -fourth  and  Sixty-third  Virginia  Regiments,  now  serving  with 
the  army  lately  commanded  by  General  Bragg,  be  ordered  to  report 
to  me  for  duty,  that  I  may  employ  them  to  protect  this  important 
line.  Both  of  those  regiments  were  under  my  command  a  year  ago. 
The  Fifty-fourth  was  sent  last  spring,  under  orders  from  the  "War 
Department,  to  East  Tennessee.  About  the  1st  of  September  last, 
under  an  urgent  call  from  Major-General  Buckner,  which  you  de- 
sired me  to  comply  with,  I  sent  the  Sixty-third  Regiment  to  East 
Tennessee,  for  temporary  duty,  as  I  supposed.  They  both,  I  think, 
belong  properly  to  my  command.  The  exigencies  of  the  service 
have  caused  them  to  be  temporarily  detached  ;  they  have  rendered 
valuable  and  distinguished  service  under  General  Bragg,  and  are 
now  greatly  reduced  in  numbers. 

I  think  the  interests  of  the  service  will  be  promoted  by  bringing 
them  back  to  this  department,  where  they  were  raised  and  organ- 
ized. The  senior  officer  of  the  two  regiments.  Col.  R.  C.  Trigg,  of 
the  Fifty -fourth,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  who  distinguished  him- 
self at  Chickamauga  by  his  gallantry  and  general  good  conduct,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  officers  under  whom  he  has  served,  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  this  section  of  country,  and,  I  think, 
could  aid  materially  in  its  defense.  If  those  two  regiments  are 
brought  here  I  am  sure  they  can  render  most  valuable  aid  in  pro- 
tecting this  section  of  country.  I  believe  that  under  the  laws  which 
it  is  understood  will  be  passed  by  the  present  Congress,  they  can  be 
filled  up  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  maximum,  by  the  opening  of 
spring.  It  is  probable  they  will  diminish  rather  than  increase  in 
strength  where  they  are. 

I  earnestly  commend  my  suggestion  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  29,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General  :  In  consequence  of   information  received  from  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  E.  Jones,  I  desire  to  withdraw  my  indorsement  of  the  24m 
instant  on  a  letter  from  Major-General  Ransom  regarding  the  Twenty- 
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first  Virginia  Cavalry,  better  known  as  Colonel  Peters'  regiment. 
The  regiment  has  been  for  some  time  in  W.  E.  Jones'  brigade,  and 
I  have  confidence  in  his  judgment  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue 
with  rega,rd  to  it.  It  is  at  least  due  to  Colonel  Peters  that  no  action 
be  taken  in  the  matter  until  he  has  made  the  representation  in  regard 
to  it  which  he  proposes  to  do  in  two  or  three  days. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


Weldon,  N.  C, 

December  30,  1863. 
Ma"j.  C.  Pickett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  &c.: 
Major:  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  major-general  command- 
ing this  department  the  propriety  of  forming  a  new  regiment  of  cav- 
alry and  artillery,  to  be  composed  of  the  following  troops,  viz: 

1.  The  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Battalion,  now  at  Kinston,  con- 
sisting of  three  companies  (mounted).  This  organization  was  for- 
merly known  as  Wheeler's. 

2.  Company  L,  Sixty-second  Georgia  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Cajjtain  Barham,  numbering  130  men.  This  company  makes  the 
eleventh  company  belonging  to  the  Sixty-second  Georgia,  and  Cap- 
tain Barham,  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  raise  a 
battalion,  has  increased  his  company  to  its  present  numbers.  This 
company  of  136  men  would  make  two  very  respectable  companies, 
sufficiently  large  for  efficient  action.  This  company  may  very  well 
be  detached  from  the  Sixty -second  Georgia. 

3.  There  are  in  the  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry,  Colonel  Talia- 
ferro, now  at  Ivor,  twelve  cempanies.  The  two  extra  companies 
might  very  well  be  taken  from  this  regiment  and  made  part  of  the 
new  organization. 

4.  To  these  seven  companies  of  cavalry  I  propose  to  attach  one  or 
two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  and  suggest  the  Macon  Light  Artil- 
lery, Captain  Slaten,  now  stationed  here,  and  one  other  battery  to  be 
selected  from  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Branch's  command. 

These  troops,  organized  into  a  regiment  under  an  enterprising  and 
vigorous  soldier,  would  render  valuable  services  to  this  department. 
At  pi-esent  at  least  one-half  of  this  force  is  entirely  inefficient  for 
want  of  proper  organization  and  management. 

Our  present  lines  of  defense  run  at  a  distance  of  about  100  miles 
from  the  ocean,  leaving  a  large  area  of  country  unoccupied  by  the 
enemy,  but  still  unable  for  permanent  occupation  by  our  small  force. 
This  cavalry  and  artillery  force,  under  a  daring  and  skillful  chief, 
would  do  much  to  secure  to  us  this  intermediate  section.  I  need  not 
say  liow  important  such  an  organization  would  be  in  meeting  the 
raids  of  the  enemy  and  harassing  their  outposts  and  transports. 
Over  this  command  a  good  cavalry  and  artillery  officer  ought  to  be 
placed.  As  a  valuable  adjunct  to  this  force  might  be  added  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wynn.  These 
companies  now  belong  to  the  State  forces  and  could  not  be  combined 
with  regular  Confederate  troops,  but  might  be  made  of  great  service 
if  attached  to  this  new  command.  At  present  two  companies  of 
cavalry  not  acting  in  concert  with  the  main  Confederate  force  can 
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be  but  of  little  effect.  I  ■understand  tlie  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
has  directed  Colonel  Hinton,  commanding  these  forces,  to  report  to 
Major-General  Pickett. 

I  trust  the  major-general  will  pardon  these  suggestions,  but  I  re- 
gard the  matter  as  important. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

M.  W.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  January  12,  1864. 

I  respectfully  forward  this  communication,  and  recommend  Mai. 
James  Bearing  as  an  officer  well  known  to  me.  He  has  served  with 
me  for  two  years  under  my  immediate  command.  I  know  of  no  one 
more  justly  entitled  to  promotion  than  Major  Bearing.  The  service 
needs  an  efficient  officer  in  the  section  of  country  to  which  he  will  go. 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  30,  1863. 
Colonel  Lamb, 

Commanding  Fort  Fisher : 

Colonel  :  I  have  been  giving  the  subject  of  the  defense  of  your 
post  much  consideration.  As  you  know,  its  weak  point  has  always 
been  the  land  approach.  Topsail  will  be  rendered  secure,  as  I  am 
now  throwing  up  exterior  lines  on  Virginia  Creek  just  beyond  Top- 
sail and  controlling  that  point.  If  the  enemy  design  a  land  attack 
on  this  side  the  river  and  the  fort,  I  think  a  work  somewhat  similar 
to  Fort  Campbell,  though  not  so  extensive,  can  be  put  up .  just  below 
Gatlin,  inclosed  from  the  Sound  to  the  beach,  together  with  a  bat- 
tery at  A  to  flank  the  approaches ;  the  direction  of  the  faces  armed 
with  cannon  to  be  varied  to  suit  the  ground,  and  that  toward  the 
enemy  and  seaward  to  be  provided  with  ample  traverses.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  the  troops  might  throw  up  a  line  from  Burns  and 
the  river  over  toward  the  battery  which  you  have  between  Gatliu 
and  Fisher,  and  occupy  the  hill  near  Fisher. 
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I  want  to  know  what  force  you  will  be  able  to  spare  from  other 
works  now  going  on  at  the  fort  and  which  may  be  postponed  in  favor 
of  this.  Also,  how  soon  you  might  get  one  or  even  two  guns  in 
position  and  covered. 

As  to  guns,  you  would  want  four  or  five,  and  they  might  be  taken 
from  Fisher,  to  be  supplied  hereafter.  The  10-inch  on  your  left 
flank  could  very  well  go  there,  and  perhaps  an  8-inch. 

An  advanced  work  like  that  proposed  would,  I  think,  secure  the 
fort.  It  is  likely  the  enemy  would  interrupt  you  by  firing.  Gatlin 
and  another  Whitworth,  with  the  one  you  have,  might  keep  them 
oil.  After  getting  the  new  work  well  advanced  you  might  leave 
Gatlin. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  on  the  points  suggested. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  procure  more  labor. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  December  31,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen. ,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

General,:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  is  every  proba- 
bility of  a  raid  in  a  few  days  from  the  direction  of  Suffolk.  I  think 
there  will  probably  be  a  combined  movement — Spear  with  cavalry 
from  direction  of  Suffolk,  and  a  negro  expedition  up  the  James, 
landing  on  the  south  side.  I  will  try  and  make  preparations  to  re- 
ceive them. 

Some  pontoons  are  indispensable,  as  I  must  cross  the  Blackwater 
and  get  in  their  rear,  if  possible.  The  river  (Blackwater)  is  very 
high,  and  not  fordable.  There  are  no  pontoons  in  the  department. 
There  were  a  few  which  were  taken  from  the  Appomattox  and  sent 
to  Richmond. 

Will  you  please  be  kind  enough  to  give  Capt.  Raymond  Fairfax, 
chief  of  my  pioneer  corps,  who  will  deliver  this,  an  order  for  eight? 

1  understand  they  have  them  to  sparie  in  Richmond.  I  wish  to  have 
them  put  in  the  river  near  Ivor  as  soon  as  possible,  say  Sunday  at 
latest. 

I  shall  report  in  person  at  your  office  on  Saturday,  and  get  some 
advice  and  assistance  about  the  North  Carolina  affairs. 

Whiting  is  much  alarmed,  as  you  doubtless  have  seen  by  his  let- 
ters to  the  Department,  though  Barton  reports  all  quiet. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  advanced  on  Greenville  yesterday,  but  were 
ambuscaded  and  repulsed;  so  says  telegram  just  received.     Enemy 

2  000  strong. 
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[Indorsements.] 

January  1,  1864. 
Engineer  Bureau: 

Have  you  the  ponto'bns  at  command?    If  so,  they  should  be  sent 
without  delay,  as  requested. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

Engineer  Bureau, 

January  5,  1864. 

Pontoons  promptly  sent. 

This  letter  respectfully  returned  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant-Colond,  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

> 

1 

P 

■s 

Command. 

o 

i 

32 

270 

270 

409 

644 

Second  Army  Corps : 

10 
450 
421 
546 

10 
6,225 
5,651 
8,201 

21 
10,768 
10,646 
14,102 

4,675 
4,553 
6,312 

4,675 
4,553 
6,312 

Total       

1,427 

15,  &W 

15,540 

20,087 

35,537 

Third  Army  Corps: 

n 

497 
326 
429 

11 
7,692 
5,332 
6,241 

18 
12,409 
8,271 
9,156 

Anderson ^s  diiision 

6,139 
4,331 
4,998 

6,139 
4,331 
4,998 

Wilcox's  divisionc 

Total 

1,263 

5,468 

16,468 

19,176 

29,S54 

Cavalry  Corps : 

Headquarters           

13 
306 
272 

13 
4,953 
4,461 

17 
9,354 
7,881 

Hamptou's  division 

3,987 
3,623 

3,987 
3,683 

Htz.  Lee's  division  .  . . 

Total 

591 

7,550 

7,550 

9,427 

17,252 

Artillery  Corps ; 

18 
65 
117 
17 

382 
1,294 
2,096 

366 

382 
1,294 
2,096 

366 

4.39 
1,5.59 
2,483 

416 

563 
2,268 
3,852 

585 

13 

Second  Army  Corpsd      

C8 

Third  Army  Corps 

78 

Cavalry  Corps 

19 

Total 

217 

4,138 

4,138 

4,896 

6,768 

172 

Maryland  Linee 

39 

592 

692 

720 

1,198 

3 

3,669 

43,558 

43,558 

54,715 

91,253 

a  Including  provost  euard,  scout-s,  guides,  and  ( 

6  Walker's  brigade  detached. 

o  Thomas'  brigade  detached. 

dNelon's  battalion  not  reported. 

e  Also  reported  in  Department  of  RichmoitQl, 

/  The  Valley  District  not  reported, 
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Organisation  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  R.   E. 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863. 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTEKS. 

1st  Virginia  Infantry  Battalion,  Maj.  D.  B.  Bridgford. 
39th  Virginia  Cavalry  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  H.  Richardson. 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

Ldeut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell.* 

EARLY'S  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Harry  T.  HATS.f 

Pegram's  Brigade. 

Brig.  G«n.  John  Peorah. 

13th  Virginia,  Col.  James  B.  Terrill. 
31st  Virginia,  Col.  John  S.  Hoflfman. 
49th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  Catlett  Gibson. 
52d   Virginia,  Col.  James  H.  Skinner. 
58th  Virginia,  Col.  F.  H.  Board. 

Hoke's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke. 

ethTSforth  Carolina,  Col.  R.  F.  Webb. 
21st  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S. 

Rankin. 
54th  North    Carolina,  Col.  Kenneth  M. 

Murchison. 
57th  North  Carolina,  Col.  A.  C.  Godwin. 
1st  North    Carolina   Battalion   Sharp- 
shooters, Capt.  John  A.  Cooper. 


Brig.  Gten.  Harry  T.  Hays. 

5th  Louisiana,  Col.  Henry  Fomo. 
6th  Louisiana,  Col.  William  Monaghan. 
7th  Louisiana,  Col.  David  B.  Penn. 
8th  Louisiana,  Maj.  G.  A.  Lester. 
9th  Louisiana,  Col.  W.  R.  Peck. 

Gordon's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon. 

13th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  H.  Baker. 
26th  Georgia,  Col.E.  N.Atkinson. 
31st  Georgia,  Col.  Clement  A.  Evans. 
38th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  D.  Mathews. 
60th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  H.  Stiles. 
61st  Georgia,  Col.  John  H.  Lamar. 


JOHNSON'S  DIVISION.  I 

Maj.  Gen.  Edward  Johnson. 


"Stonewall"  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Walker. 

2d  Virginia,  Col.  J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch. 

4th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  D.  Gardner. 

5th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  H.  S.  Funk. 
27th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  L.  Haynes. 
33d    Virginia,  Col.  F.W.M.HolUday. 


Stewart's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Steuart. 

1st  North  Carolina),  Col.  H.  A.  Brown. 

3d    North  Carolina,  Col.  S.  D.  Thruston. 
10th  Virginia,  Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren. 
23d    Virginia,  Col.  A.  G.  Taliaferro. 
37th  Virginia,  Col.  T.  V.  WilHams. 


Jones'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Jones. 


21st  Virginia,  Col. 
2oth  Vir^nia,  Col. 
42d  Virginia,  Col. 
44th  Virginia,  Col. 
48th  Virginia,  Col. 
50th  Virginia,  Col. 


W.  A.Witcher. 
J.  C.  Higginbotham. 
R.  W.  Withers. 
Norvell  Cobb. 
R.  H.  Dungan. 
A.  S.  Vandeventer. 


Stafford's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Stafford. 

1st  Louisiana,  Col.  W.  R.  Shivers. 

2d  Louisiana,  Col.  J.  M.  WiUiams. 
10th  Louisiana,  Col.  E.  Waggaman. 
14th  Louisiana,  Col.  Z.  York. 
15th  Louisiana,  Col.  Edmund  Pendleton. 


*Resmned  command  of  the  corps  on  or  about  December  4,  reheving  Major- 
General  Early. 

•f  Commanding  ince  Early,  assigned  to  command  in  the  Valley  District  December 
15.  On  the  face  of  the  return  but  two  brigadier-generals  are  reported  as  present 
for  duty  in  the  division. 

i  Only  two  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty, 
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RODES'  DIVISION.* 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes. 
Daniel's  Brigade.  DoleiC  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel. 

32d  North  Carolina,  Col.  E.  C.  Brabble. 
43d  North  Carolina,  Col.  T.  S.  Kenan. 
45th  North  Carolina,  Col.  S.  H.  Boyd. 
53d   North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  A.  Owens. 
2d   North  Carolina  Battalion,  Maj.  J. 
J.  IredeU. 

Rarmeur's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Ramseur. 

2d  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  R.  Cox. 

4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Bryan  Grimes. 
14th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  T.  Bennett. 
30th  North  Carolina,  Col.  F.  M.  Parker. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  Doles. 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  Philip  Cook.- 
12th  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Willis. 
21st  Georgia,  Col.  .John  T.  Mercer. 
44th  Georgia,  Col.  S.  P.  Lumpkin. 


Battle's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Battle. 

3d  Alabama,  Col.  C.  Forsyth. 

5th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  M.  Hall. 

6th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  N.  Lightfoot. 
]2th  Alabama,  Col.  S.  B.  Pickens. 
26th  Alabama,  Col.  E.  A.  O'Neal. 


Johnston's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  D.  Johnston. 

5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  T.  M.  Garrett. 
12th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  E.  Coleman. 
20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  T.  F.  Toon. 
23d    North  Carolina,  C.  C.  Blacknall. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill. 

ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  f 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson. 


Mahone's  Brigade. 

Brig.  -Gen.  William  Mahone. 

6th  Virginia,  Col.  G.  T.  Rogers. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  D.  A.  Weisiger. 
16th  Viri^nia,  Col.  J.  H.  Ham. 
41st  Virginia,  Col.  W.  A.  Par  ham. 
61st  Virginia,  Col.  V.  D.  Groner. 

Posey's  Briigade. 

Col.  N.  H.  Harris. 

12th  Mississippi,  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor. 
16th  Mississippi,  Col.  Samuel  E.  Baker. 
19th  Mississippi,  Col.  N.  H.  Harris. 
48th  Mississippi,  Col.  J.  M.  Jayne. 


Wilcox's  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  C.  C.  Sanders. 

8th  Alabama,  Col.  Y.  L.  Royston. 

9th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  H.  King. 
10th  Alabama,  Col.  W.  H.  Forney. 
11th  Alabama,  Col.  J.  C.  C.  Sanders. 
14th  Alabama,  Col.  L.  Pinckard. 

Wright's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright. 

3d    Georgia,  Col.  E.  J.  Walker. 
22d    Georgia,  Capt.  George  W.  Rush. 
48th  Georgia,  Col.  William  Gibson. 

2d   Georgia  Battalion,  Mai.  C.  J.  Mof- 
fett. 


Perry's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.«E.  A.  Perry. 

2d    Florida,  Col.  L.  G.  Pyles. 

5th  Florida,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Lamar. 

8th  Florida,  Col.  David  Lang. 


*  Only  three  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty. 

t  Only  two  general  officers  (brigadier-generals)  reported  present  for  duty. 
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hkth's  division.* 
Maj.  Gen.  Heney  Heth. 


Davis'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Davis. 

2d   Mississippi,  Col.  J.  M.  Stone. 
11th  Mississippi,  Col.  F.  M.  Green. 
42d    Mississippi,  Col.  Hillery  Moseley. 
55th  North    Carolina,   Col.   J.   K.  Con- 
nally. 


Cooke's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  CoOKE. 

15th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  Mac- 

Rae. 
27th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  A.  Gilmer,  jr. 
46th  North  Carolina,  Col.  E.  D.  Hall. 
48th  Nortli  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel 

H.  Walkup. 


Kirkland's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Kieklanb. 

11th  North  Carolina,  Col.  C.  Leven- 
thorpe. 

26th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  R.  Lane. 

44th  North  GaroUna,  Col.  T.  C.  Singel- 
tary. 

47th  North  Carolina,  Col.  G.  H.  Fari- 
bault. 

52d  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  K.  Mar- 
shall. 

Walker's  Brigade.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Walker. 

40th  Virginia,    Col.    J.    M.     Brocken- 

brough. 
47th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  U.  Mayo. 
55th  Virginia,  Col.  W.  S.  Christian. 
22d    Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.   Col.  E. 

P.  Tayloe. 


Archer's  Brigade.^ 

13th  Alabama,  Col.  B.  D.  Fry. 

1st   Tennessee  (Provisional  Army),  Col.  Peter  Tumey. 

7th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  A.  Fite. 
14th  Tennessee,  Col.  William  McComb. 

WILCOX'S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Cadmus  M.  Wilcox. 


Lane's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Lane. 
E.   G. 


Hay- 


7th  North  Carolina,  Col. 

wood. 

18th  North  Carolina, Col.  J.  D.Barry. 
28th  North  Carolina,  Col.  S.  D.  Lowe. 
33d    North  Carolina,  Col.  C.  M.  Avery. 
37th  North   Carolina,  Col.  William  M. 
Barbour. 

Scales'  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  M.  Scales. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  H.  Hyman. 
ICth  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William 

A.  Stowe. 
22d   North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Gal- 

laway. 
34th  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  L.  J.  Low- 

rance. 
38t}i  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  J.  Hoke. 


Perrin's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Abnee  Peerin. 

1st  South  Carolina  (Provisional  Army), 

Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton. 
,1st  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  F.  E.  Har- 
rison. 
13th  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  L.  Miller. 
13th  South  Carolina,  Col.  B.  T.  Brock- 
man. 
14th  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  N.  Brown. 

Thomas'  Brigade.% 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Thomas. 

14th  Georgia,  Col.  Robert  W.  Folsom. 
35th  Georgia,  Col.  B.  H.  Holt. 
45th  Georgia,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Simmons. 
49th  Georgia,  Col.  S.  T.  Player. 


*  Only  one  brigadier-general  rejxyrted  present  for  duty. 

t  Detached  ;  probably  in  the  Valley  District,  where  it  is  reported  January  31, 1864. 
i  Not  accounted  for  on  original.  Probably  yet  consolidated  with  Walker's  brigade. 
^Detached  ;  probably  in  Valley  District,  where  it  is  reported  January  31,  1864. 
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MARYLAND  LINE.* 
Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson. 

Ist  Maryland  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Herbert. 

1st  Maryland  Cavalry  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Ridgely  Brown. 

Baltimore  (Maryland)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  W.  H.  Griffin. 

CAVALRY-  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart. 

HAMPTON'S  DIVISION. 


Gordon's  Brigade. 
Brig.  G€n.  James  B.  Gordon. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  W.  H.  Cheek. 
2d   North  Carolina, Col.  W.G.Robinson. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  D.  D.  Ferebee. 
5th  North   Carolina,  Lieut.   Col.   S.   B. 

Evans. 


Young's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Young. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  J.  L.  Black. 
2d   South  Carolina,  Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb. 
Cobb's   (Georgia)   Legion,    Col.    G.    J. 

Wright. 
Jeff.  Davis  (Mississippi)  Legion,   Lieut. 

Col.  J.  F.  Waring. 
Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W. 

W.Rich. 


Rosser's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gren.  T.  L.  Rosser. 

7th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  H.  Dulany. 
11th  Virginia,  Col.  O.  R.  Funsten. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  A.  W.  Harman. 
35th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  V.  White. 

FITZHUGH  LEE'S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


Lomax's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  L.  Lomax. 

5th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Clay  Pate. 
6th  Virginia,  Col.  Julian  Harrison. 
15th  Virginia,  Col.  William  B.  Ball. 


W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  R.  Chambliss,  jr. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  R.  L.  T.  Beale. 
10th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis. 
13th  Virginia,  (3ol.  J.  R.  Chambliss,  jr, 

Wiekham's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  C.  Wickham. 

1st  Virginia,  Col.  R.  W.  Carter. 
2d  Virginia,  Col.  T.  T.  Munford. 
3d  Virginia,  Col.  T.  H.  Owen. 
4th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Payne. 

ARTILLERY. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton. 

SECOND  army  corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  L.  Long. 


Andrews'  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Andrews. 

Alleghany  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 
C.  Carpenter. 

Chesapeake  (Maryland)  Artillery,  Lieut. 
W.  S.  Chew. 

1st  Maryland  Battery,  Capt.  W.  F.  De- 
ment. 

Lee  (Virginia)  Battery,  Lieut.  C.  W.  Stat- 
ham. 


Carter's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Carter. 

Jeff.  Davis  (Alabama)  Artillery,    Capt. 

W.  J.  Reese. 
King  WiUiam  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 

W.P.Carter. 
Mon-is  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  R.  C. 

M.  Page. 
Orange  (Virginia)  Artilleiy,  Capt.  C.  W. 

Fry. 


*  Also  reported  as  in  the  Department  of  Richmond. 
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ARTILLERY— Continued. 


Jones'  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  P.  Jones. 

Charlottesville  (Virginia)  ArtiUery,  Capt. 

J.  McD.  Carrington. 
Courtney  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  W. 

A.  Tanner. 
Louisiana  Guard  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  A. 

Green. 
Staunton  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A. 

W.  Garber. 


Nelson's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Nelson. 

Amherst  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  J. 

Kirkpatrick. 
Fluvanna  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  John 

L.  Massie. 
MUledge  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.  John 

Milledge,  jr. 


First  Virginia  Regiment. 

Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown. 

Powhatan  Artillery,  Capt.  W.  J.  Dance. 
2d  Richmond  (Virginia)  Howitzers,  Capt.  David  Watson. 
3d  Richmond  (Virginia)  Howitzers,  Capt.  B.  H.  Smith,  jr. 
Rockbridge  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  Archibald  Graham. 
Salem  (Virginia)  Flying  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  B.  Griffin. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Col.  R.  L.  Walker. 


Cutis'  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Cutts. 

Georgia  Battery,  Capt.  G.  M.  Patterson. 
Georgia  Battery,  Capt.  H.  M.  Ross. 
Irwin  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.   J.   T. 
Wingfield. 


Oametfs  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Garnett. 

Donaldsonville     (Louisiana)     Artillery, 

Capt.  V.  Maurin. 
Huger  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  D. 

Mooie. 
Lewis    (Virginia)    Artillery,    Capt.    N. 

Penick. 
Norfolk  (Virginia)  Light  ArtiUery  Blues, 

Capt.  C.  R.  Grandy. 

Mcintosh's  Battalion. 
Maj.  D.  G.  McIntosh. 

Danville  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  R.  S. 

Rice. 
Hardaway  (Alabama)  Artillery,  Capt.  W. 

B.  Hurt. 
2d  Rockbridge  (Virginia)  ArtiUery,  Capt. 

W.  K.  Donald. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  M.  Jolmson. 


Pegram's  Battalion. 
Maj.  W.  J.  Pegkam. 


Capt. 


Crenshaw    (Virginia)     Battery, 

Thomas  EUett. 
Fredericksburg      (Virginia)     Artillery, 

Capt.  E.  A.  Marye. 
Letcher  (Virginia)  ArtiUery,  Capt.  T.  A. 

Brand  er. 
Pee  Dee  (South  Carolina)  ArtiUery,  Capt. 

E.  B.  Brunson. 
Purcell   (Virginia)    ArtUlery,    Capt.    J. 

McGraw. 

Poague's  Battalion. 

Maj.  William  T.  Poaque. 

North  Carolina  Battery,Capt.  J.  Graham. 
Albemarle  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 

W.  Wyatt. 
Brooke  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  A.  W. 

Utterback. 
Madison    (Mississippi)    ArtiUery,    Capt. 

George  Ward. 


Haskell's  Battalion. 
Maj.  J.  C.  Haskell. 

Branch  (North  CaroUna)  ArtiUery,  Capt. 

John  R.  Potts. 
Nelson  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  N. 

Lamkin. 
Palmetto  (South  Carolina)  Battery,  Capt. 

H.  R.  Garden. 
Rowan  (North  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt. 

Jolin  A.  Ramsay. 
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CAVALRY  CORPS. 

Maj.  R.  F.  Beckham. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Breathed. 
South  Carolina  Battery,  Capt.  J.  F.  Hart. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  R.  P.  Chew. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  W.  M.  McGregor. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  M.  N.  Moorman. 

ARTILLERY  RESERVE. 

Col.  H.  C.  Cabell. 

North  Carolina  Battery,  Capt.  B.  C.  Manly. 

1st  Richmond  (Virginia)  Howitzers,  Capt.  E.  S.  McCarthy. 

Pulaski  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Lieut.  M.  Callaway. 

Troup  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Capt.  H.  H.  Carlton. 

VALLEY  DISTRICT. 

Maj.  Gen.  Jxjbal  A.  Early.* 

Imboden's  Command. 

Brig.  Gren.  J.  D.  Imboden. 

62d  Virginia,  Col.  George  H.  Smith. 
2d   Maryland  Cavalry  Battalion,  Maj.  H.  W.  Gilmor. 
18th  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  G.  W.  Imboden. 
41st  Virginia  Cavalry  Battalion,  Maj.  Robert  White. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  J.  H.  McClanahan. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Oen.  Arnold  Elzey, 
C.  S.  Army,  eommatiding,  December  31, 1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters  . . . 

Hunton^s  brig^e 

Kemper's  brigade 

Maryland  Linet 

Cavalry 

Richmond  defenses 

Chaffln's  Farm  artillery. 

Chaffln's  Bluff 

Drewry's  BluC  

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 


397 


1,093 
1,266 


1,621 
239 
823 
352 


5,900 


1^ 


l,0t-5 
1,256 
592 
419 
1,787 
235 
412 
420 


6,206 


P. 


<! 


10 

1,345 

1,682 

720 

562 

2,032 

291 

465 

462 


7,659 


11 

2,565 

3,212 

1,198 

1,101 

2,290 

312 

624 

603 


11,716 


cb 


14 
10 
18 
12 


61 


*  The  original  return  reports  Imboden  as  commanding  the  district,  but  see  Early's 
assignment  of  December  15. 

fAlso  accounted  for  in  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  for  this  date. 
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Organisation  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj. 
Gen.  Arnold  Elzey,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31, 
1.863. 


Hunton's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Hunton. 

8th  ■Virginia,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Bowie. 
18th  Virginia,  Capt.  Henry  T.  Owen. 
19th  Virginia,  Capt.  J.  G.  Woodson. 
28th  Virginia,  Capt.  W.  L.  Wingfleld. 
56tli  Virginia,  Capt.  John  Richardson. 


Kemper^s  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  R.  Terry. 

1st  Virginia,  Ldeut.  Col.  F.  H.  Lang- 
ley. 
3d   Virginia,  Maj.  W.  H.  Pryor. 
7th  Virginia,  Col.  C.  C.  Flowerree. 
11th  Virginia,  Capt.  R.  W.  Douthat. 
34th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  L.  Maury. 
Coopei's  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  R.  L. 
Cooper. 


Maryland  Line. 

Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson. 

1st  BattaUon  Infantry,  Col.  B.  T.  Johnson. 
1st  Battalion  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Brown. 
2d  Maryland  Battery,  Capt.  W.  H.  Griflfin. 

Cavalry. 

Holcombe  (South  Carolina)  Legion,  Col.  W.  P.  Shingler. 
42d  Virginia  Battalion.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Robins. 

RICHMOND  DEFENSES. 

Col.  W.  H.  Stevens. 


First  Division,  Inner  Line. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Atkinson. 

10th  Battalion  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery, 

Maj.  J.  O.  Hensley. 
19th  Battalion  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery, 

Maj.  N.  R.  Cary. 


Second  Division,  Inner  Line. 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Howard. 

18th  Battalion  Virginia  Heavy  Artilleiy, 

Maj.  M  B.  Hardin. 
20th  Battalion  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery, 

Maj.  J.  E.  Robertson. 


•  Light  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Liqhtfoot. 

Caroline  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  R.  Thornton. 
2d  Nelson  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  H.  Rives. 
Surry  (Virginia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  D.  Hankins. 


CHAITIN'S  BLUFF. 

Lieut.  CoL  J.  M.  Maury. 

Richmond  Fayette  (Virginia)  Artillery, 

Capt.  M.  C.  Macon. 
Goochland  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 

TaUey. 
Howitzer  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  E.  R. 

Young. 
Lunenburg  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  C. 

T.  AUen. 
Pamunkey    (Virginia)    Artillery,   Capt. 

A.  J.  Jones. 


drewry's  bluff. 
Maj.  F.  W.  Smith. 

Johnston  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  B. 

J.  Epes. 
Neblett  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt,  W.  G. 

Coleman. 
Southside  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 

W.  Drewry. 
United    (Virginia)   Artillery,    Capt.   T. 

Kevill.        • 


chapfin's  farm. 

Alexandria  (Virgmia)  Artillery,  Capt.  D.  L.  Smoot. 
Matthews  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  D.  Armistead. 
McComas  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt.  D.  A.  French. 


OOfi  OPEBATIOKS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  Mt).,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XLI. 

Abslraet  from  return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  George 
E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863 ;  headquarters  Peters- 
burg, Va. 


Present  for 
duty. 

s. 

> 

■s 
1 

1 
I 
1 

bo 
be 

< 

'■? 

5 
2 

Commaiid. 

1 
O 

09 

Stations  as  rerorted 
December  20. 

16 

173 

173 

300 

229 

Barton's  brigade               

84 
145 
152 

19 

21 

26 
23 

13 

8 

5 

1,300 

1,930 

2,589 

43 

304 

512 

247 

244 

128 

32 

1,300 

1,930 

2,589 

'43 

304 

512 

247 

244 

128 

32 

1,647 

2,447 

2,809 

62 

3ft5 

627 

322 

989 
167 

39 

8, 150    

Kinston  and  vicinitv. 

3,1.59 

3, 510 

91 

457 

847 

533 

687 
244 

75 

Ransom's  brigade 



Weldon,  N.  C. 

C.  S.  Zouaves  (Lieut.  Col.  A.  Cop- 

10th  Georgia  Battalion  (Maj.  J. 

E.  Rylander). 
North  Carolina  Battalion  (Lieut. 

Col.  John  N.Whitford). 
ITth  Virginia      (Col.      Morton 

Marye). 
18th  Virginia  (Col.  R.  E.  Withers). 
44tii  Virginia    Battalion    (Maj. 
Peter  V.  Batte). 

Franklin  Depot,  Va. 

Do. 

Near  Kinston, N.C. 

Ivor  Station. 

Petersburg,  Va. 
Do. 

Total  infantry 

496 

7,329 

7,329 

8,834 

13,7.59 



7th  Confederate  Cavalry  (Col. 

V.H.Taliaferro). 
B2d  Georgia  Cavalry  (Col.  J.  E. 

Griffin). 
3d  North     Carolina    Cavalry 

(Col.  John  A.  Baker). 

24 
32 
34 

409 
376 

554 

409 
376 

554 

528 
510 

684 

000 
8C3 
971 

3 
6 

Ivor  Station. 

On    the    Blackwater, 

&c. 
Near  Kinston. 

Total  cavalry 

90 

1,339 

1,339 

1,722 

3,600  1        9 

Artillery  command  b  (Walton's). 

Artillery  command  c  (Branch's). 

1st  North     Carolina    Artillery, 
Battery  B. 

1st  North    Carolina    Artillery, 
(headquarters  and  two  bat- 
teries). 

Andrews'  (Alabama)  battel? . . . 

Cumming's    (North    Carolina) 
battery). 

Dickson's  (North  Carolina)  bat- 
tery. 

Graham's  (Virginia)  battery 

Macon  (Georgia) Light  Artillery. 

Robertson's    (North    Carolina) 
heavy  battery. 

Starr's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 

33 
35 
3 

13 

2 
3 

1 

4 

I 

3 

614 
684 
91 

123 

51 
70 

102 

73 
91 
C6 

125 

614 

684 

91 

123 

51 

70 

102 

73 
91 

CO 

125 

717 
835 
100 

148 

07 

84 

125 

80 
108 
83 

140 

1,024 

1,025 

160 

266 

86 
98 

135 

91 
138 
99 

'153 

80 
35 

8 

2 
5 

Petersburg,  Va. 

Do. 
Weldon.N.C. 

Fort  Branch,  N.  C. 

Near  Kinston. 
Do. 

Do. 

Weldon.N.C. 

Do. 
Near  Kinston. 

Do. 

Total  artillery  

1(V1 

2,090 

2,090 

2,483 

3,275 

100 

Grand  total 

706 

10,931 

10,931 

13,339 

18,763 

109 

a  Including  the  Independent  Signal  Corps. 

6  Embracing  Dearing's  and  the  Washington  (Louisiana)  battalions. 

c  Embracing  Boggs',  Colt's,  and  Moseley's  battalions. 


Composition  of  the  infantry  brigades  in  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  December  31,  1863. 

Barton's  Bri^Ule. 


Brig.  Gen.  Seth  M.  Barton. 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  J.  Phillips. 
14th  Virginia,  Col.  William  White. 
38th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Cabell. 
53d   Virginia,  Col.  William  R.  Aylett. 
57tli  Virginia,  Col.  C.  R.  Fontaine. 


Clingman's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Clingman. 

8th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  M.  Shaw. 
31st  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  V.  Jordan. 
51st  North   Carolina,  Col.    Hector   Mc- 

Kethan. 
61st  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  D.  Radcliffe. 
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Ransom's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  W.  Ransom. 

24th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  J.  Clarke. 
25th  North  Carolina,  Col.  H.  M.  Rutledge. 
35th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  U.  Jones. 
49th  North  Carohna,  Col.  Lee  M.  McAfee. 
56th  North  Carohna,  Col.  P.  F.  Faison. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  troops  in  the  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  MaJ. 
Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

3 
o 

i 

o 

< 

V  a 

Keces   ot 
artillery. 

Command. 

i 

1 

■a 

19 

1 
130 
80 
20 
IM 

38 
73 
2,502 
303 
023 
2,159 

38 
T5 

2,037 
00 
647 

2,688 

59 

86 

2,905 

455 

683 

3,052 

77 
99 
3,971 
579 
761 
3,728 

Li^ht  artillery 

■'iso' 

28 

Total 

3C6 

5,T58 

0,485 

7,299 

9,215 

150 

28 

a  Including  signal  corps. 


Troops  in  the  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Maj.   Gen.  W.  H. 
C.   WTiiting,  C.  S.  Army,   commanding,  December  31,  1863. 

Martin's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin. 

17th  North  Carohna,  Col.  W.  F.  Martin. 
42d    North  Carolina,  Col.  G.  C.  Gibhs. 
50th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  J.  C.  Van  Hook. 
66th  North  Carolina,  Col.  A.  D.  Moore. 

Cavalry. 

Col.  George  Jackson. 

7th  Confederate  (three  companies). 
5th  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
5th  South  Carolina  (two  companies). 


Light  Artillery. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Battery  I,  Capt.  T. 

J.  Southerland. 
3d   North    Carohna    Battalion,     Maj. 

John  W.  Moore. 
13th  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Battery 

D,  Capt.  Z.  T.  Adams. 
Staunton  Hill  (Virginia)  Artillery,  Capt. 
A.  B.  Paris. 


Heavy  Artillery. 

Fort  Caswell,*  Col.  T.  M.  Jones. 
Fort  Fisher,*  Col.  WiUiam  Lamb. 

ISrtKe?*Scol.JohnJ.Hedrick. 

Wilmington,  Col.  G.  A.  Cunningham. 


*  These  forts  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Hebert. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1863 ;  head- 
quarters Dublin  Depot,  Va.a 


Command. 


General  staff 

Ransom's  division :  b 

Staff 

Corse's  brigade,  infantry 

Wharton's  Drigade,  infantiy 

A.  E.  Jackson's  brigade,  infantry 

Troops  at  Saltville  (4.")th  Virginia) .  . . . 

Jones'  brigade,  cavalry 

Williams'  Drigade,  cavalry 

King's  battalion,  artillery 

Total 

Ecbols'  brigade : 

Infantry 

Chapman's  (Virginia)  battery 

Jackson's  (Virgmia)  horse  artillery  . . . 
McCai  island's  brigade  : 

Infantry 

Bryan's  (Virginia)  battery 

Jeukiii.s'  brigade,  cavalry : 

14tU  Virginia  Cavalry  c 

17th  Virginia  Cavalry  d 

W.  L.  Jackson's  brigade,  cavalry  e 

Lurty's  (Virginia)  battery 

2dti  \  irginia  Cavalry,  unattached 

Botetourt  (Virginia)  Artilleiy,  imattached 
Hart's  company  of  engineer  troops 

Total 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 


7 
93 
69 
43 
35 
111 
98 
26 


484 


842 


1,093 
91.'5 
313 
617 

1,193 
786 
453 


5,370 


1,310 
i07 
43 

1,122 
119 

172 
205 
604 
4;j 
488 
&3 
43 


4,433 


1,003 
915 
313 
017 

1,198 

7m 

4.W 


5,370 


1,310 
107 
43 

1,122 
119 

172 
295 
604 
43 
488 
85 
43 


4,433 


^ 
A 


1,324 

1,006 

4C2 

702 

1,477 

1,088 

516 


0,582 


1,564 
128 
53 

1,325 
133 

220 
845 
73() 


5,245 


11,830 


7 
1.833 
1,388 
901 
918 
3,490 
2,228 


11,514 


154 
60 

1,676 
155 

452 

578 
1,607 
79 
7h8 
168 

m 


8,064 


1,824 
1,383 
1,012 
893 
3,474 
2,575 


11,861 


2,313 
152 
67 

1,683 
154 

466 

565 

1,611  I 


■a 


24 


,161 


19,043 


17 


a  Stations  of  troops  not  indicated  on  return. 

b  Serving  with  Long^street  in  East  Tennessee. 

c  On  detached  service  with  Echols'  brigade. 

d  On  detached  service  with  McCausland's  brigade ;  1  lieutenant  and  30  men  prisoners  of  war. 

e  Three  officers  and  90  men  prisoners  of  war. 


Troops  in  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December 
31,  1863. 

EANSOM'S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Eansom,  jr. 


Corse's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gren.  M.  D.  Corse. 

15th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Morri- 
son. 
29th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Giles. 
80th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Chew. 


Wharton's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  C.  Wharton. 

45th  Virginia,*  Col.  W.  H.  Browne. 
51st  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Wolfe. 
30th  Virginia  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Lyle  Clarke. 


*  On  detached  service  at  Saltville. 
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A.  E.  Jackson's  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Love. 

Thomas'  (North  Carolina)  Regiment,  Maj.  W.  W.  Stringfleld. 
"Walker's  (North  Carolina  BattaUon,  Maj.  J.  A.  McKamy. 


Jones'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Glen.  W.  E.  Jones. 

8tli  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  F.  Cook. 
21st  Virginia,  Capt.  W.  H.  Balthis. 
27th  Virginia    Battalion,    Capt.    J.    B. 

Thompson. 
34th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  V. 

A.  Witcher. 
36th  Virginia    Battalion,    Capt.    C.    T. 

Smith. 
37th  Virginia    Battalion,    Maj.    J.    R. 

Claiborne. 


Williams'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  E.  Carter. 

16th  (jeorgia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  J. 
Winn. 
4th  Kentucky,  Maj.  N.  Parker. 
May's  (Kentucky)  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  Trimble. 
1st  Tennes.see,  Lieut.  Col.  Onslow  Bean. 
64th  Virgmia,  Col.  C.  Slemp. 


Artillery  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Floyd  King. 

Otey  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  D.  N.  Walker. 
Rhett  (Tennessee)  Battery,*  Capt.  W.  H.  Burroughs. 
Ringgold  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Crispin  Dickenson. 
Tennessee  Battery,*  Capt.  H.  L.  W.  McClung. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  George  S.  Davidson. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  W.  M.  Lowry. 

Independent  Brigade. 


Echols'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols. 

22d   Virginia,  Col.  George  S.  Patton. 

23d  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  C. 
Derrick. 

26th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col. 
George  M.  Edgar. 

Partisan  Rangers,  Capt.  W.  D.  Thur- 
mond. 

Partisan  Rangers,  P.  J.  Thurmond. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  G.  B.  Chapman. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  T.  E.  Jackson. 

Jenkins'  Cavalry  Brigade.-}; 

14th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  A.  Gibson. 
16th  Virginia,  Col.  M.  J.  Ferguson. 
17th  Virginia,  Maj.  F.  F.  Smith. 


McCausland's  Brigade. 

Col.  John  McCausland. 

36th  Virginia,  Maj.  T.  Smith. 
60th  Virginia,  Col.  B.  H.  Jones. 
Virginia    Battery,    Capt.     Thomas 
Bryan. 


Jackson's  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  L.  Jackson. 

19th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  P.  Thomp- 
son. 
20th  Virgmia,  Col.  W.  W.  Amett. 
Detachment  (six  companies). 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  Warren  S.  Lurty. 


Unattached. 

3d  Confederate  Engineers,  Company  E,  Capt.  William  T.  Hart. 

22d  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  H.  S.  Bowen. 

Botetourt  (Virginia)  Artillery,:!:  Capt,  Henry  C.  Douthat. 

*  On  detached  service  at  Saltville. 

t  Regiments  dispersed  on  detached  service. 

X  At  New  River  Bridge. 
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January  11,  1864. 

INDORSEMENT  ON  MAJOR-GENERAL  WHITING'S  LETTER.* 

Returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am  unable  to  judge  at  this  distance  of  the  danger  threatening 
Wilmington.  I  cannot  see  that  the  enemy  is  collecting  any  force 
against  it,  and  when  he  does  he  must  withdraw  it  from  some  other 
point,  whence  our  forces  must  also  move  to  meet  it.  This  is  the  only 
way  I  know  of  resisting  an  attack  upon  it.  If  the  defenses  of  Wil- 
mington require  "the  constant  presence  of  an  army,"  I  do  not  see 
where  it  is  to  come  from.  I  see  no  danger  in  using  the  garrisons  of 
the  forts  to  resist  a  landing  or  approach  at  other  points  to  gain  time 
for  concentration  of  troops.  I  think  Martin's  brigade  and  two  light 
batteries  sufficient  to  watch  the  threatened  point. 

The  custom  of  the  enemy  when  he  wishes  to  attack  one  point  is  to 
threaten  a  distant  one.  The  troops  are  rushed  to  the  threatened 
points  and  the  real  point  is  exposed.  I  could  at  this  time  send  some 
troops  from  here,  but  when  should  I  get  them  back  ?  Then,  it  would 
be  seen  that  it  was  impossible  to  withdraw  them.  Three  divisions 
of  this  army,  and  they  of  the  best,  are  now  scattered  over  the  country, 
and  I  see  no  prospect  of  recovering  them.  The  troops  want  some 
rest,  some  time  for  reorganization  and  recruiting  their  ranks.  The 
enemy  is  making  great  efforts  to  reorganize  their  army  in  my  imme- 
diate front.  Large  bounties  are  given  to  those  who  re-enlist ;  many 
are  re-enlisting  by  means  of  their  ijeople  at  home,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  draft.  Conscripts  to  their  ranks  are  also  daily  arriving.  Ac- 
cording to  our  scouts  on  the  Potomac  over  2,000  have  come  up  to 
Alexandria  since  the  beginning  of  this  year.-  I  see  nothing  doing  on 
our  part,  and  I  fear  the  spring  will  open  upon  us  and  find  us  without 
an  army. 

xi.  £.  LfjEj. 


General  Orders,  |      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  5.  )  Eichmond,  January.  13,  1864. 

I.  The  President  having  approved  the  following  joint  resolution 
of  Congress,  directs  its  announcement  in  General  Orders,  expressive 
of  his  gratification  at  the  tribute  awarded  the  patriotic  officers  and 
soldiers  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

For  the  military  laggard,  or  him  who,  in  the  pursuits  of  selfish 
and  inglorious  ease,  forgets  his  country's  need,  no  note  of  approba- 
tion is  sounded.  His  infamy  is  his  only  secui'ity  from  oblivion. 
But  the  heroic  devotion  of  those  who,  in  defense  of  liberty  and 
honor,  have  periled  all,  while  it  confers,  in  an  approving  conscience, 
the  best  and  highest  reward,  will  also  be  cherished  in  perpetual 
remembrance  by  a  grateful  nation.  Let  this  assurance  stimulate 
the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  everywhere  to  greater  exertion  and 
more  resolute  endurance,  till,  under  the  guidance  of  Heaven,  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  freedom  shall  finally  crown  their  efforts. 
Let  all  press  forward  in  the  road  to  independence,  and  for  the  secur- 
ity of  the  rights  sealed  to  us  in  the  blood  of  the  first  revolution. 
Honor  and  glory  await  our  success.  Slavery  and  shame  will  attend 
our  defeat ! 

*  Probably  on  his  letter  of  December  30,  p.  881.  This  indorsement  is  found  in 
General  Lee's  indorsement  book. 
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n— JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  of  thanks  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 

under  his  command. 

Whereas  the  campaigns  of  the  brave  and  gallant  armies  covering  the  capital  of 
the  Confederate  States  during  the  two  successive  years  of  1863  and  1863,  under  the 
leadership  and  command  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  have  been  crowned  with  glori- 
ous results,  defeating  greatly  superior  forces  massed  by  the  enemy  for  the  conquest 
of  these  States,  repelling  the  invaders  with  immense  losses,  and  twice  transferring 
the  battle-fields  from  our  ovm  country  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  and  whereas  the 
masterly  and  glorious  achievements,  rendering  forever  memorable  the  field  of  the 
"  Seven  days  of  great  battles,"  which  raised  the  siege  of  Richmond,  as  well  as  those 
of  Cedar  Run,  Second  Manassas,  Harper's  Ferry,  Boonsborough,  Sharpsburg,  Shep- 
herdstown,  Fredericksburg,  Winchester,  Gettysburg,  and  Chancellorsville,  cfmimand 
the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  our  country;  and  whereas  these  and  other  illustrious 
services  rendered  by  this  able  commander  since  the  commencement  of  our  war  of 
independence  have  especially  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and 
have  imposed  on  Congress  the  grateful  duty  of  giving  expression  to  their  feelings  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  the  thanks 
of  Coifgress  are  due  and  are  tendered  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  armies  under  his  command,  for  the  great  and  sif;- 
nal  victories  they  have  won  over  the  vast  hosts  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  inesti- 
mable service  they  have  rendered  in  defense  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  our 
country ; 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  these  resolutions  to 
General  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  herein  designated. 

Approved  January  8,  1864. 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


House  op  Representatives, 
Cleric's  Office,  January  15,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  resolution 
was  this  day  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  inform  this  House  by  what 
authority  Generals  Sam.  Jones  and  Imboden  have  prohibited  the  transportation  of 
food  from  the  military  district  in  which  they  are  located  to  the  city  of  RicSimond 
for  private  use  and  consumption. 

A.  R.  LAMAR, 

Clerh. 

[First  indorsement.] 

January  16,  1864. 
Referred  to  the  Adjutant-General,  for  inquiry  of  the  generals  as 
to  the  facts  and  the  reasons  for  such  orders. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

January  20,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General,  C.  S.  Army, 
who  will  please  give  whatever  information  he  may  be  possessed  of 
in  regard  to  the  orders  alluded  to  in  this  resolution,  and  as  to  the 
causes  which  induced  their  issuance. 
By  coraraaud  of  Secretary  of  War : 
•  ^  JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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[Third  indorsement.! 

Office  Commissary-Genekal  op  Subsistence, 

January  33,  1864. 
As  the  orders  referred  to  were  issued  by  generals  in  the  field,  it 
is  not  practicable  for  this  bureau  to  report  the  motives  which  actually 
prompted  them  respectively.  I  learned  from  General  Sam.  Jones 
that  he  had  issued  his  orders.  I  wrote  to  General  Imboden  in  con- 
sequence of  an  application  from  his  commissary  on  the  commissary 
at  Lynchburg  for  flour,  which  was  referred  to  this  bureau.  My  sug- 
gestion was,  that  under  the  necessities  of  his  command  he  had  better 
impress  for  supply.  He  had  either  anticipated  the  letter  by  his 
order,  or  preferred  to  have  recourse  to  another  procedure. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Jones,  of  November  11, 
and  of  General  Imboden's  published  orders  of  November  28.  I  refer 
to  my  report  of  November  15  for  my  views  of  the  necessities  of  the 
situation.  I  fully  concur  in  the  action  of  both,  so  far  as  my  judg- 
ment extends. 

L.  B.  NOKTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence' 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

February  4,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  answer  to  the 
within  resolution. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  I.] 

Subsistence  Department, 

Richmond,  November  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  A  telegram  from  Major  Gait,  of  the  9th  instant,  states 
that  Major  King,  chief  commissary  of  your  command,  has  called  on 
him  for  flour.  The  chief  commissary  of  that  district  has  been 
addressed  on  the  subject. 

I  now  write  to  say  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  purchases  to  be 
made  by  ofiicers  of  this  bureau,  and  that  impressments  by  them  are 
constantly  met  by  declarations  of  having  no  surplus  over  that  needed 
for  the  consumption  of  their  families,  or  for  companies,  railroads, 
corporations,  &c.  In  fact,  the  people  are  individually  and  collect- 
ively arrayed  against  the  army,  the  former  being  considered  by  the 
War  Department  as  at  liberty  to  collect  and  hold  a  year's  supply,  or 
up  to  the  next  crop.  They  have  no  restriction  in  prices,  and  are 
anxious  to  convert  their  money  into  substantial,  while  we  are 
limited  to  schedule  prices. 

Yours  is  now  precisely  the  case  provided  for,  when  the  exigencies 
of  troops  in  the  field  require  impressments  under  orders  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding.  Against  this  class  there  are  no  exemptions  in 
the  law.  I  recommend,  therefore,  as  you  are  straitened,  that  you 
direct  Major  King  to  gather  subsistence  under  the  first  class  of 
impressments,  which  override  all  other  demands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Valley  District, 

No.   78.  j  LinviUe  Creek,  November  28,  1863. 

It  having  been  reported  to  the  general  commanding  that  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  subsistence  department  of  this  district  are 
unable  to  procure  the  supplies  imperatively  required  for  the  army 
by  purchase,  because  speculators  are  in  the  market  paying  higher 
prices  than  those  fixed  by  the  government  commissioners,  and  send- 
ing such  supplies  out  of  the  district  to  be  sold  again,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  commissaries  of  subsistence  at  New  Market,  Harrisonburg, 
Staunton,  and  Lexington,  and  those  on  duty  with  the  command  in 
the  field,  do  impress,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  all  the  necessaries  of 
subsistence  found  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  or  which  have  been 
sold  to  speculators,  though  not  delivered,  to  be  sent  out  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  by  the  term  "speculator"  is  meant  any  one  who  buys  to  sell 
again ;  and  any  one  in  this  military  district  making  alleged  purchases 
for  private  consumption,  or  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  or  soldiers' 
families  in  other  districts,  for  the  use  of  railroad  employes  or  gov- 
ernment contractors,  will  not  be  permitted  to  remove  supplies  from 
this  district,  excepting  by  special  orders  from  these  headquarters,  or 
from  the  War  Department,  and  the  commissary  officers  and  agents 
named  in  this  order  will  see  that  no  purchases  are  carried  into  effect 
by  the  contracting  parties.  This  order  is  not  intended  to  apply  to 
necessaries  in  the  hands  of  producers  in  transitu  to  market,  which 
have  not  been  sold,  or  engaged  to  be  sold,  before  or  on  their  arrival 
at  market. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden,  commanding: 

G.  W.  McPHAIL, 
Lieutenant,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  January  15,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  forward  herewith  the  returns  of  my  command  for 
November  and  September. 

I  have  received  several  copies  of  a  circular  of  June  last,  issued 
from  your  office,  requiring  tri-monthly  returns.  Shortly  after  receipt 
of  the  first  copy,  I  forwarded  my  department  return,  which  was 
inaccurate  in  one  or  two  trifling  particulars,  and  for  this  was 
returned.  I  have  since  tried  to  insure  entire  accuracy,  and  conse- 
quently have  in  almost  every  case  had  to  send  back  the  reports  of 
subordinate  officers  for  correction.  This  has  heretofore  and  must 
hereafter  cause  great  delay  in  department  returns,  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  my  troops  are  scattered  over  a  line  extending  from  beyond 
Huntersville,  Va,,  to  Eogersville,  in  Tennessee. 

These  troops  are  in  places  accessible  only  by  couriers,  some  of 
whom  necessarily  require  several  days  to  go  and  return.  In  illus- 
tration of  this,  I  will  add  that  I  have  only  been  enabled  to  get  this 
morning  the  connected  reports  from  two  commands  for  making  up 
the  returns  forwarded  herewith. 
58  R  R— VOL  XXJX,  "PT  n 
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General  Eansom's  report  was  incorrect.  He  was  so  far  in  Tennes- 
see, and  the  means  of  communication  so  uncertain,  that  I  feared  to 
return  it  for  correction,  lest  it  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  was  therefore  retained  until  General  Ransom  returned 
nearer  to  Bristol.  My,  report  of  course  detained  in  consequence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  General. 


A.r>PEI«^3DIX. 


union  correspotstdence,  etc. 

Headquakters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferrtj,  Va.,  August  20,  1863. 
Colonel  Simpson, 

Commanding  Ninth  Maryland  Infantry  : 
Colonel  :  The  general  is  very  anxious  that  you  should  be  in 
Charlestown  to-night,  and  fearing  that  my  first  messenger  has  not 
reached  you  I  send  another.  You  will  get  to  Charlestown  as  soon 
as  possible.  When  there  you  will  communicate  with  Captain  Sum- 
mers. The  remainder  of  your  regiment,  Tvith  subsistence  stores,  is 
now  on  its  way  from  this  place  to  join  you  there. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  September  13,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clowdsley, 

Commanding  Ninth  Maryland  Infantry  : 
Colonel  :  The  colonel  commanding  desires  that  your  report  of 
the  demonstration  to-day  which  caused  the  alarm  be  accompanied 
by  a  full  and  detailed  report  by  Captain  Summers  of  the  events  of 
the  day,  and  the  force  and  operations  of  the  enemy  in  your  vicinity. 
He  also  desires  to  remind  you  of  the  instructions  he  has  often  given 
you  verbally — that  the  holding  of  Charlestown  is  no  object.  If  there 
is  any  force  of  the  enemy  within  your  reach  that  you  can  whip, 
then  whip  them.     If  advanced  upon  by  a  superior  force  retire. 

So  far  as  Charlestown  itself  is  concerned  there  is  no  more  object 
in  holding  that  than  if  you  were  encamped  in  an  open  plain. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  September  28,  1863. 
Colonel  Simpson, 

Ninth  Maryland  Infantry  : 
Colonel  :  I  am   instructed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  state 
that  information  has  been  received  here  that  a  force  of  cavalry  and 
infaiitry  are  betweeii  your  place  and  Winchester.     You  will  direct 

(915) 


916  OPEKATIONS  IN  N.  C,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.       [Chap.  XU. 

Captain  Summers  to  ascertain  and  report  as  soon  as  possible  upon 
this,  and  will  bear  in  mind  the  written  instructions  you  have  re- 
ceived in  reference  to  your  action  if  advanced  upon  by  a  superior 
force. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  September  29,  1863. 
Capt.  William  M.  Boone, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  by  my  order  Captain 
Summers  scouted  yesterday  p.  m. ,  and  reported  late  last  night  that 
there  was  probably  a  force  of  less  than  500  cavalry,  composed,  in  part 
of  the  Twelfth  Virginia  and  Gilmor's  battalion,  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Winchester.  No  infantry  or  artillery.  He  added 
that  with  350  men  he  coiild  find  and  whip  them. 

I  ordered  all  the  cavalry  under  my  command  to  report  to  Captain 
Summers  at  daybreak  this  morning,  and  was  about  to  venture  to 
awake  the  brigadier-general  commanding  and  ask  him  for  the  Cole's 
cavalry,  when  I  learned  that  they  had  already  been  sent  in  that 
direction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Mitchell's  Station,  October  7,  1863. 
Captain  Norton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  enemy  intend  some  movement.  Stuart  sent  to  Lee  for  guides ; 
Lee  sent  him  5  from  Wickliam's  brigade.  Stuart  has  given  orders 
about  supplying  regiments  at  or  near  Madison  Court-House  with 
horses.  James  City,  Madison  Court-House,  and  Woodville  have 
been  mentioned  in  their  dispatches  this  a.  m. 

Have  strengthened  the  infantry  force  at  Barnett's  Ford,  also 
moved  a  battery  near  that  ford  ;  placed  a  section  of  artillery  at 
Clark's  Ford,  on  Robertson's  River,  this  a.  m.  Most  of  the  rebel 
generals  have  met  at  either  R.  E.  Lee's  headquarters  this  p.  m.,  or 
at  Hill's.     No  troops  moving  that  I  can  see. 

D.  E.  CASTLE, 
Cajjtain  and  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  7,  1863. 
Col.  Benjamin  L.  Simpson, 

Ninth  Maryland  Infantry : 
Colonel  :  The  colonel  commanding:  desires  nie  to  say  that  infor- 
mation from  Martin  sburg  states  that  Imboden  intends  a  raid  on  tlie 
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railroad  between  this  and  Martinsburg  the  latter  jjart  of  this  week 
or  first  of  the  coming  one.  He  has  directed  the  cavalry  detachment 
under  his  command  to  report  to  you,  and  you  will  employ  them  and 
Captain  Summers  in  ascertaining  where  Imboden  is,  and  if  any  such 
movement  is  contemplated. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  9,  1863—4.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Is  it  not  possible  that  the  enemy  have  discovered  our  camp  at 
James  City,  and  their  move  is  to  counteract  that  ?  A  message  from 
F.  Lee  to  Stuart  would  indicate  that. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

No.  33.  f  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  11,  1863. 

Col.  Benjamin  L.  Simpson,  commanding  at  Charlestown,  Va. ,  will 
immediately  direct  all  the  available  cavalry  at  that  post  (picket  ex- 
cepted) to  proceed  at  once  to  re-enforce  Major  Cole,  who  is  now*  or 
will  be  this  p.  m.  in  the  vicinity  of  Berryville,  and  receive  their 
orders  from  him.  Captain  Means'  company  has  been  ordered  to 
Charlestown  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Simpson. 
By  command  of  Col.  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Brigade: 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Brandy  Station,  October  12,  18G3. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  is  from  General  Griffin.  Its  contents  were  told 
Colonel  Chamberlain,  who.  General  Griffin  says,  is  a  clear-headed 
and  reliable  officer: 

General  Sykes  : 

At  a  house  near  Beverly  Ford,  just  to  my  right,  the  occupants  say  that  the 
enemy's  cavalry  this  morning  said  that  their  mfantry  was  at  Manassas  Gap  ;  that 
thev  had  no  infantry  here.  The  occupants  report  that  the  cavalrymen  made  the 
subject  common  talk,  stating  that  their  infantry  was  certainly  at  Manassas  Gap. 

CHARLES  GRIFFIN. 

Further  reports  confirm  this.  Citizens  say  Stuart  left  with  his 
cavalry  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  our  right. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Brandy  Station,  October  13,  1863. 
Manor-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Another  citizen  fully  confirms  the  information  contained  in  Gen- 
eral Griffin's  note.  He  seems  to  be  reliable  and  thinks  all  their  cav- 
alry and  about  two  regiments  of  infantry  were  here  yesterday.  He 
says  General  Stuart  with  the  cavalry,  all  but  one  regiment,  and  the 
infantry  moved  this  morning  toward  our  right,  but  the  soldiers  said 
A.  P.  Hill  was  at  Waterloo,  and  that  the  impression  seemed  to  be 
that  we  were  falling  back  to  Bull  Run,  where  there  would  be  another 
fight. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

October  1.3,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
An  officer  from  General  Gregg's  cavalry  who  has  been  picketing 
at  Fox's  Ford  reports  being  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  crossing  their 
infantry  and  artillery. 
I  have  my  right  strongly  picketed,  and  the  road  to  Bealeton  also, 

opposite  F 's  Ford. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  change  my  front,  and  I  must  move 
my  trains  to-night. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps. 

October  13,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Arrived  here  after  a  hard  day's  march.     Had  a  skirmish  with  the 
enemy  at  Auburn,  driving  him  before  me.    He  had  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  13,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
By  lapping  by  General  French  I  have  nearly  reached  Auburn 
with  the  head  of  my  column.  General  French  had  a  slight  skirmish 
here  with  the  cavalry,  but  they  soon  cleared  out.  He  has  probably 
reached  Greenwich  by  this  time.  His  trains,  however,  are  not  past 
Auburn  by  2  miles.  My  men  are  bivouacking  along  the  road. 
They  are  tired  and  sleepy,'  but  have  marched  splendidly  and  are  in 
fine  spirits. 
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Kilpatrick  is  moving  along  i)arallel  to  toe  and  Frencli,  and  witli 
much  difficulty,  having  to  make  his  own  road.  The  position  at 
Auburn  is  one  of  great  strength. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-Qeneral,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

No.  35.  )  Harper  f!  Ferry,  Va.,  October  13,  1863, 

II.  By  order  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  Colonel  Simp- 
son will  direct  Captain  Means  to  send  a  scout  of  10  men,  under  a 
reliable  non-commissioned  officer,  to  follow  the  summit  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  as  far  down  as  Front  Royal,  with  orders  to  observe  diligently 
on  both  sides  and  send  back  all  information  as  to  the  enemy,  who 
is  reported  to  be  advancing  in  large  force  toward  the  Potomac.  The 
scout  will  reach  the  mountains  by  daylight  to-morrow,  and  will  carry 
four  days'  rations  and  short  forage. 

III.  Colonel  Simpson  will  at  once  send  out  a  scout  to  go  as  far  as 
Berry ville  and  bring  in  all  intelligence  that  can  be  gathered.  The 
lieutenant  handing  you  this  will  report  to  you  with  10  men.  Two 
relays  of  horsemen  are  stationed  between  here  and  Charlestown  to 
bring  through  information  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Do  you 
hear  anything  of  any  advance  ?  Get  all  the  information  possible 
from  every  quarter,  and  send  at  once  any  of  importance. 

By  order  of  Col.  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Brigade  • 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  14,  1803.     (Received  5  p.  m.) 
General  Sykes  : 

I  have  whipped  Heth's  division,  captured  a  battery  and  some  hun- 
dreds of  prisoners.  I  cannot  retire  under  the  fire.  Support  my 
right ;  they  still  threaten  me  heavily. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

No.  36.  \  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 

us  lis  *  *  *  *  * 

III.  Colonel  Simpson  will  immediately  send  an  infantry  scout 
with  three  days'  rations  up  the  crest  of  the  mountains  as  far  as 
Chester  Gap,  if  possible.  There  is  a  practicable  road  up  the  mount- 
ain as  far  as  Snicker's  Gap.  You  will  instruct  them  to  be  cau- 
tious, but  move  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  CoL  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Brigade : 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaktees  Fiest  Beigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 

Lieut.  S.  B.  McCuLLOCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Simpson, 
commanding  forces  at  Charlestown,  informs  me  that  all  his  avail- 
able cavalry  force  is  out  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Berryville.  He 
has  pickets  well  out  on  the  Smithfield  and  Summit  Point  roads. 
Will  send  immediately  any  information  he  may  receive.  He  reports 
everything  guiet  and  no  news. 

While  writing  the  above,  I  received  another  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Simpson,  which  states  that  he  learns  from  a  reliable  source  6  miles 
beyond  Berryville  that  there  is  no  force  in  the  valley  advancing, 
and  there  is  no  rumor  there  to  that  effect.  Sunday  last  some  of  our 
cavalry  passed  through  bound  up  the  valley,  supposed  to  be  Cole's, 
In  Winchester  it  is  rumored  that  the  citizens  were  expecting  a 
force  there  last  night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEAbQUARTEKS  FlEST  BeIGADE, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  18G3. 
Lieut.  S.  B.  McCulloCh, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GsTieral  .- 
Lieutenant  :  I  nave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  informed  by 
Colonel  Simpson  that  the  scout  sent  out  by  my  orders  have  returned 
to  Charlestown.  They -proceeded  to  within  sight  of  Berryville,  and 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  supposed  to  be  White's  battalion.  Some 
80  or  90  of  the  enemy  came  out  and  attempted  to  flank  them,  and 
our  scout  fell  back,  their  number  being  too  small  for  attack. 
They  could  learn  of  no  force  approaching  down  the  valley.  The 
scout  of  2  men  sent  to  the  Blue  Ridge  returned,  being  unable  to 
proceed  by  that  route.  Colonel  Simpson  asks  if  it  is  desired  that 
they  should  attempt  any  other. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquaetees  First  Beigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 
Colonel  Simpson, 

Ninth  Maryland  Infantry: 
Colonel  :  The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  inquire  of  you 
the  reason  why  the  cavalry  scout  were  unable  to  proceed  along  the 
Blue  Ridge.  He  instructs  me  to  direct  that  j'^ou  will  continue  to 
scour  the  country  in  front  of  you  with  small  parties  of  cavalry,  and 
send  in  any  information  which  may  be  obtained. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
_  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 
Lieut.  S.  B.  McCuLLOCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date,  and  in  reply  would  say  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  reason,  other  than  in  the  words  of  Colonel  Simpson,  as  to 
why  the  scout  (which  was  a  cavalry  scout)  did  not  succeed  :  "  They 
were  unable  to  proceed  alon^the  crest  of  the  mountain."  An  infan- 
try scout  sent  out  sometime  since  by  General  Lockwood  in  the  same 
direction  returned  and  reported  the  road  impassable. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  14,  1863. 
Lieut.  S.  B.  McCuLLOCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  informed  by 
Colonel  Simpson  of  the  return  of  the  scout  of  two  men  sent  to  the 
Blue  Ridge,  they  having  proceeded  as  far  as  Berryville,  when  they 
met  part  of  Gilmor's  battalion.  He  now  has  scouts  out  to  go  as  far 
as  Keys'  and  Meyers'  Fords,  with  orders  to  report  any  information 
they  may  gain.  He  reports  a  small  number  of  rebels  at  Smithfield, 
but  can  learn  of  no  force  in  the  valley. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colmiel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:  , 
I  gave  what  information  I  had  to  the  colonel  of  the  First  Maine 
Cavalry,  and  have  orderlies  from  him  to  communicate  any  informa- 
tion I  receive.  He  has  been  off  for  an  hour.  My  cavalry  provost 
guard  were  out  to  within  2  miles  of  the  battle-field  this  morning, 
and  have  returned  about  half  an  hour  ago.  Two  of  our  tired  men  on 
the  battle-field  were  fired  on  this  morning  by  the  enemy,  and  they 
escaped.  The  provost  guard  brought  in  all  stragglers.  Tell  General 
Pleasonton  I  have  kept  his  two  batteries  till  the  artillery-reserve 
batteries  General  Hunt  was  to  send  me  arrive ;  they  will  then  go  in, 
all  my  batteries  having  gone  back  to  replenish.  My  infantry  is  un- 
supplied  with  ammunition,  and  provisions  are  coming  up.  Men  are 
somewhat  tired  and  sore,  but  in  good  fighting  condition.  We  have 
seen  a  column,  apparently  our  own,  about  2  miles  east  of  Black- 
burn's Ford  on  a  road,  moving  northward.  We  suppose  it  was  our 
troops  moving  toward  Centreville  from  Blackburn's  Ford. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarteks  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  15,  1863. 
Colonel  Simpson, 

Ninth  Maryland  Infantry! 
Colonel  :  A  man  is  in  town  to-day  who  reports  that  last  evening 
Imboden  was  at  Berryville  with  something  of  a  force,  and  that  he 
was  sending  a  force  around  between  Charlestown  and  the  river  to  cut 
off  your  train  on  the  Charlestown  road.  Will  you  look  into  the  mat- 
ter ?  Colonel  Clowdsley  was  saying  the  other  day  that  there  was 
some  rascality  about  the  house  near  which  Summers  was  attacked. 
Will  you  investigate  this  and  report  ?  General  Halleck's  alarm 
seems  to  have  been  without  foundation  so  far  as  we  are  concerned. 
You  can  resume  the  even  tenor  of  your  way  at  Charlestown  the  same 
as  before. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

P.  S. — You  will  keep  Captain  Means  tor  the  present. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  15,  1863. 
Colonel  Simpson, 

Ninth  Maryland  Infantry: 
Colonel  :  The  colonel  commanding  is  informed  that  a  force  of 
cavalry  is  on  the  road  from  Martinsburg  to  Winchester  and  Berry- 
ville with  orders  to  send  to  Charlestown  both  going  and  coming  any 
information  which  they  may  procure.  You  will  immediately  for- 
ward to  these  headquarters  any  report  which  may  reach  you  from 
this  scout. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  F.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  October  16,  1863. 
Lieut.  S.  B.  McCuLLOCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  just  informed 
by  Colonel  Simpson,  commanding  at  Charlestown,  that  the  cavalry 
scouts  sent  out  in  pursuance  to  orders  from  these  headquarters  yes- 
terday p.  m.,  by  the  Summit  Point  and  river  roads,  to  meet  at  Ripon, 
have  returned.  They  report  that  they  neither  saw  nor  heard  anything 
of  the  enemy  except  that  a  portion  of  Gilmor's  battalion,  supposed 
to  be  about  100,  were  at  Berryville.  The  infantry  scout  has  returned, 
being  unable  to  cross  the  river,  having  attempted  several  of  the  fords 
and  finding  them  impassable  on  account  of  the  depth  of  water.  They 
returned  via  Kabletown,  and  could  gain  no  information  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Fa.,  October  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  S.  B.  McCuLLOCH  : 

Lieutenant  :  A  dispatch  from  Colonel  Simpson,  just  received,  in- 
forms me  that  one  of  White's  battalion,  caught  by  our  picket  about 
daylight  this  a.  m.,  reports  that  White's  battalion,  being  150  cavab-y 
and  80  dismounted,  have  been  at  Berryville  for  the  last  few  days. 
They  reconnoitered  our  position  yesterday,  but  found  that  "it  was 
little  more  than  he  would  like  to  attack." 

The  person  says  White  left  Berryville  for  White  Post  at  8.30 
o'clock  last  night,  and  Imboden  with  800  men  is  8  miles  above  Win- 
chester. 

The  cavalry  scout  from  Martinsburg  arrived  there  last  night,  re- 
porting that  they  were  unable  to  reach  Berryville  on  account  of 
White.    No  other  forces  are  reported  in  the  valley. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Martinsburg,  October  18,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Sullivan  : 

Captain  Jones  has  just  returned.  He  reports  having  visited  Win- 
chester and  Berryville  this  forenoon,  returning  down  the  Opequon. 
His  force  was  too  small  and  jaded  to  risk  any  demonstration  in  Im- 
boden's  rear.  There  is  no  other  force  in  the  valley  but  that  with 
Imboden,  which  deserters  say  numbers  about  3,000. 

L.  B.  PIERCE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

October  20,  18G3— 5.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  command  is  encamped  at  New  Baltimore.  The  Sixth  Corps  is 
just  moving  on  Warrenton.  Before  it  is  stretched  out  it  will  be  dark. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  my  men  have  been  up  since  1  a.  m.  this 
morning,  I  have  decided  to  remain  here  for  the  night. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Auburn,  October  25,  1863— 9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  command  reached  here  last  night.  One  brigade  and  my  sup- 
ply trains  are  at  New  Baltimore.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  head- 
quarters since  2.30  p.  m.  yesterday.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the 
disposition  of  the  other  corps  and  receive  any  other  information  that 
may  be  useful  or  proper. 

GEO.  SYKES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Stajf: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  talien  the  rifle-pits  in  front  of  the 
redoubts  and  our  pickets  are  on  the  river  above  and  below  the  works, 
which  we  have  not  succeeded  in  taking.  Prisoners  report  Swell's 
corps  at  Brandy  Station,  with  one  division  here.  Hill's  corps  near  Cul- 
peper  and  Stevensburg,  with  one  division  at  Kelly's  Ford.  I  don't 
think  I  can  cross  to-night. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  assault  on  the  i-edoubts  is  successful ;  both  are  carried.  I  have 
taken  four  guns  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  I  cannot  tell  yet  how 
many.  Three  guns  are  reported  taken,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain. 
We  can  drive  them,  I  think,  from  the  works  on  the  other  side  in 
the  morning. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Com,manding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863—7.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  of  6.30  just  received.  I  sent  you  two  messengers. 
I  have  taken  the  redoubt  on  this  side  by  assault,  and  I  think  I  can 
knock  them  out  of  the  works  on  the  other  side  in  the  morning.  I 
think  two  strong  divisions  [sufficient]  to  hold  this  place  [and]  guard 
both  fords. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

We  have  taken  prisoners  4  colonels,  3  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
many  other  officers,  800  men,  and  more  coming  in.  We  have  also 
taken  4  battle-flags.  All  works  on  this  side  of  the  river  are  in  our 
possession.     We  hold  the  bridge. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863—9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  loss  is  estimated  at  75  killed  and  200  wounded;  chiefly  in 
Wright's  division.    All  are  not  yet  collected,  as  the  assault  continued 
until  after  dark.     Prisoners  are  still  coming  in;  they  will  probably 
exceed  a  thousand. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  7,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy's  bridge  is  still  down  and  under  our  control.  I  have 
sent  for  Colonel  Spaulding,  commanding  the  bridge  train.  I  think 
we  can  throw  a  bridge  across  .at  Norman's  Ford.  We  have  1,100 
prisoners.  Had  not  the  escort  better  be  increased  ?  Dispatch  of  9.30 
received.  Yes,  the  enemy  occupy  those  heights  in  force,  so  General 
Sykes  reports. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 

November  8,  1863—7.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  just  received  the  following  information  through  a  deserter: 
General  Lee  is  not  with  his  command,  but  gone  south.     Has  been 
gone  a  week.     Early's  division  moved  to  Fredericksburg.     Rodes' 
upon  Brandy  Station. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commandiiig. 

P.  S. — If  General  Sedgwick  has  crossed  I  should  like  to  send  the 
Second  Corps  to  Stevensburg. 

WM.  H.  FRENCH. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  8,  1863—7.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  attempted  to  burn  the  bridge  this  morning.  I  think 
they  will  leave.  Pickets  are  forming  across  the  river.  Wright  is 
watching  to  open  on  them.  In  the  event  of  getting  the  works  on  the 
other  side  I  shall  throw  anotlier  bridge  over.  Shall  I  order  up  my 
brigade  from  Norman's  Ford  ? 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  8,  1863—8.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
I  have  just  sent  to  Bealeton  9  officers  and  100  men  prisoners,  in 
addition  to  those  already  forwarded. 

I  am  collecting  and  burying  the  dead.    I  am  afraid  my  loss  is  larger 
than  I  reported,  but  I  hope  not. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
31a jor- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  8,  1863—9.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
The  enemy  are  retiring  in  our  front.    We  are  taJiing  possession  of 
the  works  on  the  other  side.     I  have  ordered  a  bridge  laid.     Their 
bridge  was  partly  burned.     Skirmishers  are  going  forward. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  8,  1863 — 10.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  Third  Corps  is  halted  in  front  of  this  position  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, about  a  mile  from  the  river,  with  skirmishers  on  the  wooded 
ciest  in  its  front.  The  bridges  here  are  about  completed.  I  am 
ready  to  cross  and  await  orders.  Wright  is  on  the  other  side.  We 
captured  8  battle-flags  yesterday. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


CULPEPER,  Va., 

November  11,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Eoss  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps  : 
The  Eighth  Illinois  has  just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance  down 
the  railroad  to  Rapidan  Bridge.  They  could  not  see  the  bridge  with- 
oxit  exposing  themselves  too  much.  Nothing  was  found  on  this  side 
save  a  few  scouts.  The  river  was  visited  at  several  points.  Strong 
pickets  were  discovered  on  the  other  side  at  each  point.  Rodes'  di- 
vision crossed  at  Raccoon ;  no  troops  crossed  below.  The  civilians 
all  say  that  the  rebel  army  was  much  frightened,  and  never  saw  it 
in  so  much  confusion.  The  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  started  out  this 
morning  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Robertson's  River'  and  beyond,  if 
practicable.  It  has  not  returned.  Wlien  last  heard  from  it  was  near 
Robertson's  River.  A  regiment  of  Devin's  went  toward  Madison 
Court-House.  No  report  from  it  yet.  My  impression  is  that  Lee's 
army  has  gone  farther  south  than  tho  line  of  the  Rapidan. 

JN( ).  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-G eneral ,  CoriniKtnding. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  15,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  stating  he  has  seen 
an  acquaintance  who  left  Richmond  on  the  3d  and  Fredericksburg 
on  the  6th  instant.  At  that  date  there  were  no  troops  in  Richmond 
except  the  home  guard,  consisting  of  boys  and  old  men ;  that  De 
Coiircey's  [?J  brigade  left  Richmond  on  the  1st  of  November  for 
Tennessee,  and  that  Garrett's  [  ?]  brigade  was  at  Taylorsville,  on  the 
Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Railroad,  on  the  3d  instant,  with 
marching  orders  to  go,  so  report  said,  to  Tennessee;  that  at  that 
time  there  was  no  guard  at  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  South 
Anna  River,  and  that  the  heavy  guns  had  been  removed  from  the 
fortifications  around  Richmond,  but  did  not  know  where  they  had 
taken  them  ;  that,  on  the  4th,  Cobb's  Legion,  comprising  about  300 
men,  were  at  Fredericksburg  ;  these  were  all  the  troops  he  saw  be- 
tween Richmond  and  Fredericksburg ;  that  there  is  no  force  in 
Lynchburg;  that  he  had  been  as  far  south  as  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
and  that  there  was  no  force  there  ;  that  three  vessels  arrived  there 
while  he  was  there,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  Government  stores 
were  received  thereabout  daily. 

He  also  says  that  it  is  reported  and  freely  talked  about  in  Rich- 
mond of  abandoning  Virginia,  and  they  are  now  moving  things 
quietly  from  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  knd  that  the  troops 
will  all  be  drawn  off ;  that  is  one  reason  of  a,  show  to  hold  Cul- 
peper  to  better  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  plans.  I  send  this  in- 
formation in  the  words  it  has  been  conveyed  to  me,  and  from  its 
source  I  deem  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  suggest  it  lae  telegraphed 
to  General  Meade  before  he  leaves  Washington,  as  it  may  be  useful 
to  him  there. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  27,  1868. 

fMaior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 

Sir  :  My  troops  have  been  in  line  since  7  o'clock  this  morning, 
waiting  for  the  Third  Corps,  all  closed  up.  I  have  understood 
General  French  was  retarded  by  the  enemy.  One  of  French's  bri- 
gades was  left  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  at  Mitchell's  Ford.  I 
supposed  it  on  the  other  side,  and  was  about  to  retire  ;  discovered  it 
was  on  the  other  side  and  the  bridge  taken  up.  To  relieve  it  now  a 
brigade  would  have  to  go  down  to  Germanna  Ford,  a  distance  of  5 
miles,  and  up,  making  10.  Did  the  general  expect  it  to  be  left 
there  ? 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  Si9,  1863. 
rMaior-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 

My  right  brigade  rested  very  near  the  Raccoon  road.     I  have 
moved  it  a  short  distance  to  the  right,  and  it  now  covers  the  road. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  29,  1863. 
TMajor-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
I  think  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  Raccoon  road.     The  one  Mr.  Bar- 
low mentioned  is  the  road  that  runs  into  the  Raccoon.     My  staff 
officers  have  not  yet  returned,  and  Mr.  Barlow  has  gone  to  meet 
them. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  29,  1863. 
[Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 
Sir  :  I  should  like  to  have  the  general  commanding  or  yourself  to 
take  a  look  at  the  enemy's  position  from  this  point.     It  cannot  be 
more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  29,  1863. 
[Major-General  Hum'phreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 
There  is  no  material  change  in  my  front.  The  enemy  were  at 
work  last  night  slashing  timber  and  working  on  their  rifle-pits.  I 
believe  it  to  he  impossible  to  take  wagons  to  the  rear  except  by  the 
main  road.  My  artillery  could  have  come  in  near  general  head- 
quarters. 
General  Wright  has  officers  out  examining"  further. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  29,  1863—2  p.  m. 
[Major-General  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 

Sir  :  There  is  no  truth  in  the  report  about  our  wagon  train  2  miles 
from  here  having  been  attacked.  I  have  just  heard  from  Old  Wil- 
derness. The  enemy's  cavalry  appear  to  be  making  for  Ely's  Ford. 
Our  troops  there  have  been  notified. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

November  29,  1863. 

[Capt.    C.    C.    SUYDAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General:] 
Sir  :  There  is  nothing  new  to  report.     I  will  move  my  headquar- 
ters to-day  to  near  Ely's  Ford,  and  will  throw  one  brigade  over  the 
river  to  scout  the  country  there. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

November  29,  1863—3.20  p.  m. 
[Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Corps:] 
Sir  :  A  strong  attack  of  about  one  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  possibly 
infantry,  is  being  made  on  the  brigade  near  New  Hope  Meeting- 
House.  The  First  Brigade,  at  the  Wilderness,  has  also  been  attacked 
and  communication  cut  between  the  two.  These  points  are  very 
important,  and  so  assailable  that  considerable  force  will  be  required 
to  hold  either.  The  road  from  this  point  back  to  Robertson's  Tavern 
is  blocked  with  wagons,  which  do  not  move  beyond  this  point.  With 
my  division  here  I  could  hold  this  point.  The  brigade  here  has  been 
hard  pressed,  but  I  think  we  will  hold.  I  have  communicated  with 
General  Warren  in  front. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

I  think  it  probable  General  Warren  will  send  some  infantry  here. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

November  30,  1863. 

[Maior-Generai  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 

I  do  not  think  our  position  has  been  discovered.  They  evidently 
know  of  some  movement  near  here  by  their  random  firing  over  the 
troops.     Your  P.  S.  is  noted. 

JOHK  SEDGWICK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

November  30,  1863. 
[Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams:] 

In  answer  to  your  dispatch  just  received,  I  respectfully  report 
that  I  do  not  believe  the  enemy's  works  can  be  carried  in  my  front 
by  an  assault  without  numerous  sacrifices.  I  regard  the  chances  as 
three  to  one  against  the  success  of  such  an  attack. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 
November  30,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

[Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams:] 

I  respectfully  report  that  I  think  the  changes  made  by  the  enemy 
to-day  on  his  left,  in  strengthening  his  lines  and  increasing  the  rwun- 
ber  of  troops,  render  it  doubtful  whether  the  position  could  now  be 
carried.  I  think  it  could  have  been  carried  this  morning  without 
great  loss. 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 
Major-General,  Cornntanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Novemher  30,  18G3. 

[General  Sedgwick  :] 

I  believe  the  chances  of  success  materially  diminished  by  the 
delay,  owing  to  changes  by  the  enemy  in  the  position  of  batteries, 
strengthening  of  his  lines,  and  additional  troops,  and  a  strong  suspi- 
cion, if  not  certainty,  of  the  position  of  our  forces.  If  the  attack  is 
made  it  is  vital  that  it  be  made  at  once. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Morton's  Ford,  Novemher  30,  1863—5  p.  m. 

[Col.  C.  Ross  Smith, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Cavalry  Corps:] 

Two  contrabands,  who  crossed  the  river  near  Rapidan  Station  last 
night,  report  tliat  the  enemy  is  moving  all  his  trains  toward  Gor- 
donsville.  One  contraband  stated  that  he  had  counted  over  600 
wagons  moving  from  Orange  Court-House  to  Gordon  sville.  There 
was  scarcely  any  guards  with  the  train.  A  man  belonging  to  my 
command  who  was  taken  prisoner  two  weeks  ago  at  Ra(i;(><jn  Ford, 
made  his  escape  from  the  enemy  and  has  just  coine  in.  He  rei^orts 
that  he  has  been  at  Orange  Court-House  for  one  week ;  that  now 
there  are  but  veiy  few  troojis  at  that  point,  all  having  been  marched 
toward  Fredericksburg.  He  confirms  the  report  which  states  that 
the  trains  of  the  enemy  are  moving  to  Gordonsville.  He  was  di'essed 
in  the  rebel  uniform,  and  associated  freely  with  the  rebel  soldiers 
after  making  his  escape. 

They  are  all  aware  of  Bragg's  disaster  and  'expect  that  Lee's  army 
will  be  forced  back.  The  enemy  have  withdrawn  all  infantry  from 
the  fords  above  this  point,  and  do  not  show  as  large  a  force  of  cav- 
alry as  usual.  I  can  cross  Morton's  Ford  at  my  pleasure.  A  few 
minutes  ago  I  received  through  General  Merritt's  headquarters  a 
dispatch  from  you,  stating  that  our  battex'ies  would  open  at  8  a.  m. 
The  dispatch  was  dated  7  a.  m. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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This  dispatch  just  received.  Shall  I  send  orders  for  Custer  to 
cross  in  the  morning  and  pitch  in,  in  case  an  attack  is  made  ?  The 
rebels  are  evidently  preparing  to  leave  in  case  we  succeed.  They 
evidently  are  not  sanguine  of  the  result. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 


Headquakters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

December  1,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
[General  Sedgwick  :] 

I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  anything  to  induce  me  to  alter 
the  opinion  I  expressed  last  night,  but  I  should  say  that  I  have  made 
no  examination  to-day  of  any  importance.  I  was  much  fatigued  and 
have  remained  most  of  the  day  in  camp.  One  of  my  officers  thinks 
the  works  on  the  enemy's  right  have  been  strengthened,  and  his  view 
from  the  point  where  we  were  yesterday  corresponds  with  what  we 
see  from  here. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


confeder.a.te  coerespondelsrcie,  etc. 

Fauquier  County,  Va., 

October  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Stuart, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance  into  Fair- 
fax.    I  destroyed  3  wagons  and  captured  16  horses  and  equipments 
and  9  prisoners. 

I  was  accompanied  by  only  8  men.     Captain  Smith  was  to  have 
followed  me  with  my  command  on  the  next  day,  but  a  heavy  force 
of  cavalry  appearing  near  Middleburg  rendered,  it  impracticable 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  S.  MOSBY, 

Major  &c. 
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There  is  a  rctel  cavalry  post  of  six  men  at  Mrs.  Kichards'.  From  there,  their 
Tedettcs  extend  westward  for  two  and  a  lialf  to  three  miles,  and  connect  with 
their  infantry.  There  is  a  squad  in  the  pines  between  Eiohards'  and  Almond's 
which  shoot  our  exposed  pickets. 

[See  p.  629.] 
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Abbot's  (Henry  L.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  \>t  Regiment. 

Abbott's  (Heory  L.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  20*/i  Regiment. 

Abraham's  (James)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Adams'  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Adams'  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Adams'  (Zaehariah  T.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13(A  Bat- 
talion, Battery  D. 

Addicks'  (Thomas  H, )  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  157th  Regiment. 

Ahl's  (George  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Delaicare  Troops. 

Aiken's  (D.  Wyatt)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
.  Albemarle  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Albright's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3ith  Regiment  Militia. 

Alexander's  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.     See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Alexander's  (Frederic  W.)  Artillery.     See  Baltimore  Artillery,  Union,  post. 

Alexandria  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Allcock's  (Thomas)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  4lh  Regiment. 

Alleghany  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Allen's  (C.  Tacitus)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Lunenburg  Meavy  Artillery,  post. 

AUen's  (John  A.  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  6th   Unattached 
Company. 

Allen's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Alles'  (Henry  M.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  7ith  Regiment. 

Ames'  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  Gtk  Regiment. 

Ames'  (Nelson)  Artillery.     See  Neto  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Amherst  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Anderson's  (Hiram,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Neto  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (Robert  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Geoi-gia  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Andrew  Sharpshooters.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Company. 

Andrevrs'  (William  G. )  Artillery.     See  Montgomery  True  Bines,  Artillery ,  post. 

Angel's  (Ashbel  W.)  Infantry.     See  Neic  Jersey  Troops,  5ih  Regiment. 

Anthony's  (George  T.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  17th  Battery. 

Armistead's  (A.  D.)  Artillery.     Sec  Matthews  Artillery,  post. 

Arnett'3 (William  Wiley)  Cavalry.    Sec  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2Qih  Regiment. 

Arnold's  (Abraham  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  blh  Regiment. 

Arnold's  (Joseph  S.)  Sharpshooters.     See  New  York  Troops,  Isi  Battalion. 

Arnold's  (William  A.)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Arrick's  (Joseph  P.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops. 

Ashland  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Atkinson's  (E.N.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 


*  Keferonces,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 

(9.35) 
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Atwell'a  (Charles  A.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Atwood's  (Cornelius  G.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2bth  Regiment. 

Audoim'a  (Joseph  H.)  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B  {six 
months). 

August's  (T.  P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  loth  Regiment. 

Austin's  (John  S.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7)ld  Regiment. 

Avery's  (Clark  M.)  Infantry.     See  Nwlh  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  33d  Regiment. 

Aylett's  (W.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regiment. 

Bachman's  (William  K. )  Artillery .     See  German  Artillery,  post. 

Bagby's  (Alexander  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regi- 
ment, Battery  K. 

Bailey's  (Edward  L.)  Infantry.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Baily's  (Silas  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  8th  Reserves. 

B^d's  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

Baird's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Netc  York  Troops,  I26th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  Ym-k  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 

Baker's  (J.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  Vith  Regiment. 

Baker's  (John  A.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  \id  Regiment. 

Baker's  (Samuel  E.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Vith  Regiment. 

Baldwin's  (Clark  B.)  Infantry.     See  Massaohusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Baldv7in's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Ball's  (Benjamin  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Unattached 
Ciiiiipany. 

Ball's  (E.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  blst  Regiment. 

Ball's  (William  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  15th  Regiment. 

Ball's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  122d  Regiment. 

BalUer'3  (John  F.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  98tft  Regiment. 

Bal'.hia'  ( W.  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  'ilst  Regiment. 

Baltimcre  ArtiUery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate. 

Balliinore  ArtiUery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Baltimore  (Colored)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  {Colored),  Ath  Regiment. 

Bancroft's  (Eugene  A.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery G. 

Barbour's  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Z7th  Regi- 
ment. 

Barclay's  (E.  S.)  Infantry.    See  Phillips  Legion,  post. 

Barnes'  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9lh  Reserves. 

Barney's  (Elisha  L.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Barney's  (Valentine  G.)  Infantry.     See,  Vermont  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Barry's  (John  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  I8th  Regiment. 

Barstow's  (George  F.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops  (Regulars),  3d  Regiment,  Batteiies 
F  and  K. 

Barton's  (Ira  McL.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  JVei«  Hampshire  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Bartram's  (Nelson  B.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  20th  Regiment. 

Batchelder's  (N.  Walter)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  I3th  Regiment. 

Bates'  (Thomas  H.)  Artillery.    See  Neio  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Bates'  (Willard  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Batte's  (Peter  V.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Battalion. 

Batterson's  (James  P. )  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  Vith  Regiment. 

Bayley's  (Thomas)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  9th  Regiment. 

Beale's  (E.  L.  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Bean's  (Onslow)  Cavalry.    See  James  E.  Carter's  Cavalry,  post. 

Bear's  (Bernard)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Beard's  (Samuel)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops. 

Beardsley's  (John  D.)  Inf^try.    See  Maine  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 
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Beardsley's  (William  E.)  Cavalry.    See  New  Yorh  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Beaver's  (James  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  U8th  Regiment. 

Beck's  (Benjamin)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  9tli  Regiment. 

Beck's  (W.  Butler)  Artillery.    See  Onion  Troops,  Regulars,  htli  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Beckley's  (H.  M.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Battalion. 

Bedford  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Belger's  (James)  Artillery.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Benjamin's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Bennett's  (E.Tyler)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  lith  Regi- 
ment. 

Bently's  (Wilber  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Nrno  York  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Berkeley's  (N.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  7>roops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 

Beveridge's  (John  L.)  Cavalry.    See  Illinois  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Biddle's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  121st  Regiment. 

Bigelo'w's  (John)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Biles'  (Edwin  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Binyou's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A. 

Black's  (John  L.)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  Isl  Regiment. 

Black's  (Mahlon)  Sharpshooters.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  2rf  Company. 

Blacknall's  (C.  0.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2'id  Regiment. 

Blake's  (John  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsi/lrania  Troops,  M  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Blakeslee's  (Erastus)  Cavalry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  \sl  Regiment;  also  Michigan 
Troops,  6tfe  Regiment.* 

Blanding's  (Christopher)  Infantry.    See  Hospital  Guards,  post. 

Blount's  (Joseph  G.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Blunt's  (Mathew  M.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  I2th  Regiment. 

Board's  (F.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  b^th  Regiment. 

Bodine's  (Robert  L.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Ufith  Regiment. 
BoUnger's  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  IVoops,  7ih  Reserves. 
Boothby's  (Stephen)  Cavalry.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Borrowe's  (William)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  Battery  H. 
Botetourt  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Botetourt  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Boughton's  (Horace)  Infantry.     See  Neu>  York  Troops,  UM  Regiment. 
Bourry's  (Gotthilf)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  ia8lh  Regiment. 
Bowen's  (Edward  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  XUth  Regiment. 
Bo^en's  (Erwin  A.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Iblst  Regiment. 
Bo^ven's  (H.  S. )  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  22d  Regiment. 
Bow^en's  (Lot)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Bow^erman's  (Richard  N.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 
BoTvie's  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 
Bovrles'  (P.  D.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 
Bonn's  (William  H.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  61st  Regiment. 
Boyd's  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  ihth  Regiment. 
Boyd's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Slst  Regiment. 
Boyle's  (John  A.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llltA  Regiment. 
Boyle's  (Peter  T.)  Infantry.    See  New  Ycrk  Troops,  6'id  Regiment. 
Brabble's  (Edmund  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regi- 
ment. 
Bradford's  (William  D.)  Artillery.     See  Confederate  Guards,  Artillery,  post. 
Bradley's  (Leman  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  6ith  Regiment. 
Bragg's  (Edward  S. )  Infantry.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Bragg's  (William  V.)  Cavalry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Branch  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

'  Temporarily  commBoding.  * 
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Brander's  (Thomas  A.)  Artillery.    See  Letcher  ArtiUery,  2i08t. 

Brandon's  (W.  L.)  Infantry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Bratton's  (JohD)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  Gth  Begiment. 

Breathed's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Break's  (George)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  L. 

Breitenback's  (John  E.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  106th  Begiment. 

Brenning's  (George)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  lith  Begiment. 

Bridgford's  (D.  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 

Brlghtley's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  Ath  Begiment. 

Brlner's  (William)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Sd  Reserves. 

Brinton's  (Joseph  P.)  Cavaliy.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Brisbin's  (James  8.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Begnlars,  dth  Begiment. 

Broady's  (K.  O.scar)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  61«t  Begiment. 

Brockenbrough's  (J.  M.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  iOth  Begiment. 

Brockman's  (B.T.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  IZth  Begiment. 

Brockvray's  (Charles  B.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Bat- 
teries F  and  G. 

Brooke's  (James  V.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Brooker's  (Albert  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops, 1st  Begiment,  Bat- 
tery B. 

Brooker's  (Johu  K.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  154th  Begiment. 

Brooks  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Brown's  (H.  A.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Begiment. 

Brown's  (Henry  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  'id  Begiment. 

Brown's  (Jack)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  59(A  Begiment. 

Brown's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops. 

Brovrn's  (.T.N.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  lith  Begiment. 

Brow^n's  (Eidgely)  Cavalry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 

Brow^n's  (Eohert)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Vilh  Begiment;  also  New  York 
Troops,  lOth  Regiment.* 

Brown's  CWilliam  D.)  Artillery.     See  Chesapeake  Artillery,  post. 

Brown's  (William  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Wiitk  Begiment. 

Brown's  (William  E.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  I'.Mh  Begiment. 

Browne's  (William  H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ibth  Begiment. 

Bruce's  (John  M.)  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A  (six  months). 

Bruce's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  P.  S.  B. 

Bruen's  (Lnther  B.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  12th  Regiment. 

Bmnsou's  (Erviu  B.)  Artillery.     See  Pee  Dee  Artillery,  post. 

Bryan's  (Goodo)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  lOih  Begiment. 

Bryan's  (Thomas  A.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bryan's  (Timothy  M.,  jr.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  18lh  Begiment. 

Bryan's  (William  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  '.id  Begiment. 

Bryant's  (Montgomery)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  6th  Begiment.      , 

Buck's  (Samuel  L. )  Infantry.     See  Neiv  Jei'sey  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Buckliu's  (James  T.  P. )  Infantry.    See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Bucklyn's  (John  K.)  Artillery.     See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  E. 

Buffum's  (Martin  P.)  Infantry.    See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Bukey's  (Van  H.)  Infantry.    See  }fest  Virginia  Troops,  lllh  Begiment. 

Bulger's  (M.  J.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  41th  Regiment. 

Bull's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  126Hi  Begiment. 

Bulmer's  (George  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  Vith  Begiment. 

Burke's  (Denis  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  88iA  Begiment. 

Burling's  (George  C.)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Burnett's  (William  M.)  Infantry.    See  Neto  York  Troops,  158th  Begiment. 

'         Temporarily  commandiiig. 
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Burnbam's  (Horace  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Bumbam's  (John  H.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Burns'  (Michael  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  Tid  Regiment. 

Burrough's  (William  H.)  Artillery.    See  Rhett  Artillery,  post. 

Burt's  (.Edwin)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  '3d  Regiment. 

Burt's  (Mason  W.;  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  22d  Re(]iment. 

Burton's  (John  E.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  lllh  Battery ;  also  New  York 

Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  K.* 
Butler's  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 
Butler's  (John  H.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Butler's  (M.  C.)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Butt's  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Byrnes'  (Richard)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troo%ys,  28th  Regiment. 
Cabell's  (J.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ?>iith  Regiment. 
Cabot's  (Stephen)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 
Cady's  (A.  Lester)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  2ith  Battery. 
Calef  s  (John  H.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Callaway's  (Morgan)  Artillery.     See  Pulaski  Artillery,  post. 
Cantador'^  (Lorenz)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
Cape  Fear  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Carlin's  (John)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  D. 
Carlton's  (Henry  H.)  Artillery.     See  Troup  Artillery,  post. 
Caroline  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Carpenter's  (John  C.)  Artillery.     See  Alleghany  Artillery,  ante. 
Can's  (Benjamin  F.)  Artillery.    See  Maine  Troops,  2d  Battery. 
Carriugton's  (James  McD.)  Artillery.     See  Charlottesville  Artillery,  post. 
Carroll's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  95lh  Regiment. 
Carson's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
Carter's  (James  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops. 
Carter's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  I'ith  Regiment. 
Carter's  (R.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 
Carter's  (William  P.)  Artillery.    See  King  William  Artillery,  post. 
Gary's  (N.  R.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  19(ft  Battalion. 
Caskie's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  Hampden  Artillery,  post. 
Cassin's  (Walter  L.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  I5th  Regiment. 
Catbn's  (Theodore  B.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Cauret's  (Edward  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  i2d  Regiment. 
Cavin's  (Elijah  H.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 
Chamberlain's  (Abial  G.)  Infantry.     See- North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment 

(Colored). 
Chamberlain's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  150lh  Regiment. 
Chambliss'  (John  R.,jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regiment. 
Chandler's  (Charles  G.)  Infantry.    See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Chapin's  (Gnrden)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 
Chaplin's  (Daniel)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Chapman's  (Alford  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  STWi  Regiment. 
Chapman's  (George  B.)  Artillery.     Sec  Monroe  Artillery,  post. 
Chapman's  (George  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Charlottesville  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Cheek's  (W.  H.)  Cavalry.     Sec  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 
Chenoweth's  (J.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Kenlucky  Troops,  Confederate,  11th  Regiment. 
Chesapeake  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate. 
Chesrow's  (James  Y.)  Cavalry.     See  Ringgold  Cavalry,  post. 
Chesterfield  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

*  Temporarily  commanding. 
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Che'w's  (E.  Preston)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cbe'vr'B  (E.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Regiment. 

Chew's  (Walter  S.)  Artillery.     See  Chesapeake  Artillery,  ante. 

Cbiistian'B  fW.  S.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troope,  Confederate,  55th  Regiment. 

Church's  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troopt,  11th  Regiment. 

Claassen's  (Peter  J.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  132d  Regiment. 

Claiborne's  (James  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  37ih  Battalion. 

Claiborne's  (William  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 

Clancy's  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  45th  Regiment  Militia. 

Clark's  (A.  Judson)  Artillery.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  'id  Battery. 

Clark's  (Ela  H.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Clarke's  (E.  Y.)  Cavalry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  16th  Battalion. 

Clarke's  (J.  Lyle)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Battalion. 

Clarke's  (Robert)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  J. 

Clarke's  (William  J. )  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Regiment. 

Clayton's  (Theodore)  Cavalry.     See  Purnell  Legion,  Cavalry,  post. 

Claytor's  (Eobert  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Bat- 
talion, Battery  B. 

Clement's  (Oscar  H.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Company. 

Clendenin's  (David  E.)  Cavalry.     Sfie  Illinois  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Clinton's  (William)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  10th  Regiment. 

Coate's  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Cobb's  (Norvell)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Regiment. 

Cobb's  Iiegion.    See  Georgia  Troops. 

Cochran's  (James)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  14th  Regiment. 

Cogdell's  (Daniel)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  B. 

Cogswell's  (Milton)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  8th  Regiment. 

Cogs^rell's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Mas  aehusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Colt's  (James  C.)  Artillery.     See  Chesterfield  Artillery,  ante. 

Cole's  (Henry  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Coleman's  (Henry  Eaton)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  12th 
Regiment. 

Coleman's  (Wiley  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.   See  Neilett  Artillery,  post. 

Colgrove's  (Silas)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  2!7th  Regiment. 

Collier's  (Frederick  H.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  IVoops,  139(A  Regiment. 

Comegys'  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  lit  Regiment,  E.  S. 

Comfort's  (Samuel,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Comly's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Confederate  Guards,  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Confederate  Zouaves,  Infantry.    See  A.  Coppens'  Infantry,  post. 

Conger's  (Everton  J.)  Cavalry.     See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Conger's  (Seymour  B.)  Cavalry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Conine's  (James  W.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  5th  Regiment. 

Conley's  (Isaiah)  Infantry.    Sec  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Connally's  (John  K.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  55lh  Regi- 
ment. 

Conner's  (Edward  J.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  17th  Regiment. 

Conner's  (Freeman)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  4Uh  Regiment. 

Conner's  (Samnel)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Converse's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Cook's  (A.  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 

Cook's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  NeXD  York  Troops,  7Mh  Regiment. 

Cook's  (Joseph  H.)  Cavalry.    See  Maryland  Tn  tps,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Cook's  (Philip)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  teh  Regiment. 
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Cook's  (Roger  E.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  P.  B.  B. 
Coons'  (John)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  \4th  Regiment. 
Cooper's  (Frederick)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  Tth  Regiment. 
Cooper's  (James  H.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Cooper's  (Joliu  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 
Cooper's  (Raleigh  L.)  Artillery.    See  Stafford  Artillery,  post. 
Coppens'  (A.)  Infantry.    See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Coming's  (Clarence  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  ^ei«  York  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 
Corns'  (James  M.)  Cavalry.    See  Firginla  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 
ComvT^ell's  (Russell  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  I'roops,  2d  Regiment. 
Coughlin's  (John)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  lOlh  Regiment. 
Coulter's  (Richard)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 
Counselman's  (Jacob  H.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery K. 
Courtney  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Covode's  (George  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Cov^an's  (Andrew)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battery. 
Coward's  (A.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Coz's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
Craig's  (Calvin  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  105th  Regiment.  • 
Craig's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Ulth  Regiment. 
Crandell's  (Levin)  Infantry.     See  Neto  York  Troops.  lHoth  Regiment. 
Crane's  (Nirom  M.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  107 th  Regiment. 
Creigliton's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Crenshaw's  (William  G.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Crookston's  (Absalom)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  Gth  Regiment. 
Croom's  (Allen)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Cross'  (Edward  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Cross'  (Nelson)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 
Crossley's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Delaware  Troops. 

Crovminshield's  (Benjamin  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment, 
Crowninshield's  (Casper)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  '2d  Regiment. 
Cullen's  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.    See  Neio  York  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 
Cumming's  (James  D.)  Artillery.  '  See  Cape  Fear  Artillery,  ante. 
Cummings'  (Emory)  Cavalry.     See  Neto  York  Troops,  23d  Battalion. 
Cummings'  (J.  Frank)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Cummings'  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 
Cummins'  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  124tA  Regiment. 
Cmmingbam's  (Henry  W.)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  \Qth  Regiment. 
Cunningham's  (James  A.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  'i2d  Regiment. 
Cunningham's  (Oliver  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Ihith  Regiment. 
Curry's  (William  L.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lO&th  Regiment. 
Curtis'  (Sylvanns  W.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Curtis'  (William  B. )  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  I2th  Regiment. 
Dabinett's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  fVashington  Cavalry,  post. 
Dabney's  (William  J.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Daggett's  (Aaron  S. )  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Dake's  (Crawley  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Dale's  (Richard  C.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 
Dana's  (Edmand  L.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 
Dana  Troop,  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 
Dance's  (Willis  J.)  Artillery.    See  Powhatan  Artillery,  post. 
Daniel's  (Jabez  J.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  i)th  Battery. 
Danks'  (John  A. )  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 
Danville  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
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Dare's  (George)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  bth  Reserves. 

Darlington's  (Wi)liam  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  18th  Eegiment. 

Davant'a  (P.  E.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 

Davidson's  (Alexander)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Davidson's  (George  S.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Davis'  (Edwin  P.)  Infantry.        See  New  York  Troops,  I53d  Regiment. 

Davis'  (Frank  A.)    ArtiUery.    See  New  York  Troops,  20iA  Battery. 

Davis'  (J.Lucius)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Regiment. 

Davis'  (Phineas  A.)  ArtiUery.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Davis'  (Phineas  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  39/ft  Regiment. 

Dawson's  (Anderson)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

De  Blanc's  (Aloibiades)  Infantry.    See  Louisiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Deems'  (James  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Onion,  1st  Regiment. 

Deens'  (Jaiucs  L.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops. 

De  Forest's  (Jacob  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  81st  Regiment. 

Dement's  (William  F.)  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate. 

Deming's  (Charles  R.)  Artillery.    See  Indiana  Troops,  IGth  Battery. 

Denison's  (Andrew  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Untmi,  Bth  Regiment. 

Dennison's  (William  N.)  Artillery.     See  Cfnion  Troops,  Regulars,  2(i  Regiment,  Bal- 

ttry  G. 

Dent's  (Frederick  T.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment. 

De  Rosset's  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi- 
ment. 

Derrick's  (Clarence)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Battalion. 

Dickenson's  (Crispin)  Artillery.    See  Ringgold  Artillery,  post. 

Dickson's  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  VMh  Battalion, 
Battery  E. 

Dilger's  (Hubert)  Artillery.    See  Ohio  Troops,  \st  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Dimick's  (Justin)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Dittrick's  [?]  Cavalry.    Official  designation  not  of  record.    See Dittridk. 

Dixon's  (Charles  T.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Donald's  (William  K.)  Artillery.    See  Rockbridge  Artillery,  No.  2,  post. 

Donaldsonville  Artillery.    See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Donohoe's  (Michael  T. )  Infantry.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  lOlh  Regiment. 

Doster's  (William  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Douglass'  (Robert  B.)  Cavalry,     ^ea. Pennsylvania  Troops,'Mth  Reijiment. 

Douthat's  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.     See  Botetourt  Artillery,  ante. 

Douthat's  (R.W.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troopx,  Cunfed<ralK,lUk Regiment. 

Dove's  (David)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  'id  Regiment. 

Dow's  (Edwin  B.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  Ot/i  Battery. 

Draper's  (Alonzo  G.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment  (Col- 
ored). 

Drewry's  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  Southside  Artillery,  post. 

Du  Bose's  (D.  M.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia.  Troops,  Ibth  Regiment. 

DufTs  (Levi  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llOth  Regiment. 

Duke's  (R.  T.  W.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  iiilh  Regiment. 

Dulany's  (R.  H.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1th  Regiment. 

Duncan's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  4th  Regiment. 

Dungan's  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  48th  Regiment. 

Dunkelberger's  (Isaac  R.)  Cavalry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Dunn's  (A.  C.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Battalion. 

Dunne's  (John  P.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llbth  Regiment. 

Du  Font's  (Henry  A. )  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  bth  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Durland's  (Coe)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Button's  (Arthur  H.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 
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Buval's  (Isaac  H.)  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Duvall's  (Robert  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Purnell  Legion,  Cavalry,  post. 

Dwight's  (Augustus  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  122d  Regiment. 

Dwight's  (Waltou)  Infantry.     See  Pennsi/lvania  Troops,  149iA  Regiment. 

Eager's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Alassavhusetls  Troops,  Ibth  Regiment. 

Eagle  Artillery.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  li  (six  months). 

Easterly's  (George  B.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  4lh  Battery. 

Eaton's  (Hamiltou)  loifantry.     See  Ohio  Troops. 

Eaton's  (John  B.)  ArtUlery.     See  JVc»i  York  Troops,  '27th  Battery. 

Ebbs'  (John)  Cavalry.     See  Neiu  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Eddy's  (Henry  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lUth  Regiment. 

Edgar's  (George  M.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2tith  Battalion. 

Edgell's  (Frederick  M.)  Artillery.     See  Neiv  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Edmonds'  (E.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  'iSlk  Regiment. 

Edmondson's  (James  K.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27ih  Regiment. 

Edmundson's  (H.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Battalion. 

Edwards'  (Clark  S.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  5(7i  Regiment. 

Edwards'  (Oliver)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

Egan's  (John)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Is*  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Egan's  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Ege's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Eggleston's  (Rouse  S.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  97 Ih  Regiment. 

Elder's  f  Samuel  S.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Ellett's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  William  G.  Crenshaw's  Artillery,  ante. 

Ellingwood's  (Lyman  H.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  15Wi  Regiment. 

Elliott's  (Robert  T.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan   Troops,  IGth  Regiment. 

Ellis'  (Theodore  G.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

EUison's  (John  S. )  Cavalry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Ellmaker's  (Peter  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ll9th  Regiment. 

Ells'  (H.  N.)  Artillery.     See  Macon  Artillery,  post. 

Blwell's  (Andrew)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2;i(J  Regiment. 

Embich's  (John  B.)  Infanti'y.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4Sth  Regiment  Militia. 

Eut's  (Wellingtou  H.)  Infantry.     Sec  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6ih Reserves. 

Epes'  (Branch  J.)  Artillery.     See  Johnston  Artillery,  post. 

Esembaux's  (Michael)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  58(/i  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Andrew  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  dth  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Clement  A.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3ls(  Regiment. 

Evans' (Stephen  B.)  Cavalry.    Sice  North  Carolina  Truopn,  Confederate,  f>th  Regiment. 

Ewing's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Neio  Jersey  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Ewing's  (Chatham  T.)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  G. 

EvTing's  (John')  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  155/A  Regiment. 

Exempts'  Battalion,  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops. 

Fagan'g  (Andrew)  Artillery.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Pair's  (Charles)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Vjith  Regiment;  also  Pennsylvania 

Troops,  U7th  Regiment. 
Fairlamb's  (George  A.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  148th  Regiment. 
Faison's  (Paul  F.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  b6th  Regiment. 
Fardella's  (Enrico)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  8n(A  Regiment. 
Faribault's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  North   Carolina   Troops,    Confederate,  47lh 

Regiment. 
Famham's  (Augustus  B. )  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 
Famum's  (J.  Egbert)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 
Farrar's  (Judson  S.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  '2Gth  Regiment. 
Fauquier  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Peaiing's  (Joseph  T.)  Cavalry.     Sec  George  W.  P.  Smith's  Cavalry,  poat. 
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Fellows'  (John  F.)  Infantry.    See  Masaachuaetta  Troops,  Xith  Begiment. 

Fellows'  (Stark)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  2d  Begiment. 

Ferebee's  (Dennis  D.)  Cavalry.    See  JforiK  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Begi- 
ment. 

Ferguson's  (Alonzo)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  152d  Begiment. 

Ferguson's  (M.  J. )  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  I6th  Begiment. 

Ferguson's  (Kaymond)  Cavalry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  Vith  Begiment. 

Fickling's  (William  W.)  Artillery.     See  Brooks  Artillery,  ante. 

Fields'  (William  J. )  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Finnicum's  (Mark)  Infantry.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  7th  Begiment. 

Firey's  (William)  Cavalry.     See  Henry  A.  Cole?s  Cavalry,  ante. 

Fisher's  (Isaac  B.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  7th  Begiment. 

Fitch's  (Butler)  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  Hth  Battery. 

Fitch's  (William  T.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  29th  Begimsnt. 

Fite's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  7th  Begiment. 

Fitzhugh's  (Charles  L.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  BeguJars,  4th  Begiment,  Bat- 
tery C. 

Fitzhugh's  (Robert  H.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  lat  Begiment,  Battery  K; 
also  llt/i  Battery.* 

Fitzpatrick's  (Edmund  H.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  28tft  Begiment. 

Flagg's  (Oliver  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  \ith  Begiment,  Batteries 
E  and  F. 

Flemming's  (James  A.)  Infantry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  99<ft  Begiment. 

Flesher's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  'id  Begiment. 

Flood's  (Hugh  C.)  Infantry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  Ibbth  Begiment. 

Plowerree's  (C.  C.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Begiment. 

Fluvanna  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate, 

Flynn's  (John)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  28t7i  Begiment. 

Foerster's  (Hermann)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  8th  Begiment. 

Follett's  (Frederick  M.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  4th  Begiment,  Bat- 
tery D. 

Folsom's  (Robert  W.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  Uth  Begiment. 

Fontaine's  (C.R.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  57th  Begiment. 

Ford's  (Samuel)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment. 

Forney's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  lOth  Begiment. 

Forno's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  5(A  Begiment. 

Forsberg's  (August)  Infantry.     See  Firginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Slat  Begiment. 

Forsyth's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  'Sd  Begiment. 

Fobs'  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  25th  Begiment. 

Foster's  (George  P.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Fowler's  (Edward  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  Sith  Begiment. 

Foy's  (Christopher  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Franklin's  (Walter  S.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  \2th  Begiment. 

Franks'  (Samuel  J.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  8th  Begiment. 

Fraser's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  140th  Begiment. 

Fraser's  (John  C.)  Artillery.    See  Pulaski  Artillery,  post. 

Frazar's  (Douglas)  Cavalry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  13th  Begiment. 

Fredericksburg  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

French's  (David  A.)  Artillery.    See  McComaa  Artillery,  post. 

French's  (E.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

French's  (Frank  S.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  1st  Begiment,  Batleriei 

E  and  I. 
French's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  17 th  Begiment. 
French's  (Winsor  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  77th  Begiment. 

*  Temporarily  commondijig. 
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Pribley's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.    See  Unioti  Troops  [Colored),  8th  Regiment. 

Frost's  (Daniel)  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  llt/i  Regiment. 

Pry's  (B.  D.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  V6ih  Regiment. 

Pry's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.    See  Orange  Artillerii,  post. 

Puger's  (Frederick  A.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  ith  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Puller's  (George)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Puller's  (Nehemiah  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massiiehuselts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Puller's  (William  D.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars, ad  Regiment,  liatterg  C. 

Punk's  (JohnH.  S.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  btli  Regiment. 

Pnnsten's  (David)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regiment. 

Punsten's  (Oliver  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Uth  Regiment. 

Pumey's  (Lntlier)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  S4tk  Regiment. 

Purst's  (George)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  A. 

Gallaway's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  22ci  Regi- 
ment. 

Galligher's  (James  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Idth  Regiment. 

Gambee's  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  bMh  Regiment. 

Gansevoort's  (Henry  S.)  Cavalry.     See  jVeic  York  Troops,  Vilh  Regiment. 

Gantt's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  19th  Regiment. 

Garber's  (Asher  W.)  Artillery.     See  Staunton  Artillery,  post. 

Garden's  (Hugh  R. )  Artillery.    See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post. 

Gardner's  (Robert  D.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Garrard's  (Jeptha)  Cavalry.    See  Union  Troops  {Colored),  Ist  Regiment. 

Garrett's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.     See  jWoc/A  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regi- 
ment. 

Garrett's  (William  F.)  Infantry.    See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Gary's  (M.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Hampton  Legion,  post. 

Gaskell's  (William  Penn)  Engineers.     See  Pennsylvania  Tioops. 

Gates'  (Theodore  B.)  Infantry.     See  JVew  Torlc  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

Gazzam's  (Audley  W.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment, 

German  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Getchell's  (Tb-jnias)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IfiOth  Regiment. 

Gibbs'  (Alfred)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Gibbs'  (Charles  W. )  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  lit  Battal- 
ion, 48th  Company. 

Gibbs'  (Frank  C.)  Artillery.    See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Gibbs'  (George  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  42d  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (Augustus  A. )  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Gibson's  {J.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  14lh  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (J.  C.atlett)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  i9lh  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (William)  Infaiitry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  48lh  Regiment. 

Giddings'  (Gmtins  R. )  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Uth  Regiment. 

Gilbreth's  (Samuel  G.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Company. 

Giles'  (James)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  29th  Regiment. 

Gilkyson's  (Stephen  R.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Gillies'  (Charles  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Gilliss'  (James)  Artillery.     Sge  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Gilmer's  (John  A.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Regi- 
ment. 

Gilmor's  (Harry  W.)  Cavalry.    Sec  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion. 

Gilmore's  (Charles  D.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

GUmore's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops. 

Gilpin's  (Charies)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Zd  Regiment,  P.  B.  B. 

Giltner's  (H.  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confedei-ale,  4th  Regiment. 

Gimber's  (Frederick  L.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  109th  Regiment. 
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Gist's  (Joseph  F.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troopt,  l^th  Eegiment. 

Glassie's  (Daniel  W. )  Artillery.    See  iSelh  J.  Simmonds'  Artillery,  post. 

Glenn's  (.lohn  F.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  23rf  Regiment. 

Glenn's  (Luther  J.)  Infantry.    See  Cobb's  Legion,  ante. 

Gloucester  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4iA  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery A. 

Godwin's  (Archibald  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  57th 
Regiment. 

Goochland  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Goode's  (J.  Thomas)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ith  Regi- 
ment. 

Goodwin's  (William  F.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops. 

Gordon's  (George  A.)  Caveilry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Reginunt. 

Gordon's  (James  B.)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Gordon's  (Jonathan  W.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  llih  Regiment. 

Gould's  (Seward  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  11th,  Regiment. 

Graham's  (Archibald)  Artillery.    See  Rockbridge  Artillery,  post. 

Graham's  (Edward)  Artillery.     See  Petersburg  Artillery,  post. 

Graham's  (George  W.)  Artillery.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  F. 

Graham's  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  C. 

Graham's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.    See  Pumell  Legion,  Infantry,  post. 

Graham's  (William  L.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  IGth  Regiment. 

Graham's  (William  M.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery K. 

Grandy's  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.    See  Norfolk  Blues,  Artillery,  post. 

Grantman's  (William)  Infantry.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 

Graves'  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Ti-oops,  Union,  let  Regiment. 

Gray's  (George)  Cavalry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Gray's  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Gray's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  52d  Regiment  Militia. 

Green's  (Charles  A.)  Artillery.    See  Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery,  post. 

Green's  (F.  M.)  Infantry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Green's  (George  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  Uth  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery C. 

Green's  (John  Shac)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  6<A  Regiment. 

Greenawalt's  (Jacob  W.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  &ith  Regiment. 

Greenfield's  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Ringgold  Cavalry,  post. 

Grey's  (Thomas)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  L 

Griffin's  (Charles  B.)  Artillery.    See  Salem  Artillery,  post. 

Griffin's  (James  E.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  ^Zd  Regiment. 

Griffin's  (Joel  K.)  Cavalry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  &ld  Regiment. 

Griffin's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Griffin's  (William  H.)  Artillery.    See  Baltimore  Artillery,  Confederate,  ante. 

Griffith's  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Grimes'  (Bryan)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Grimes'  (John)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  13iA  Regiment. 

Grimshaw's  (Arthur  H. )  Infantry.    See  Delaware  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Groner's  (V.  D.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Gist  Regiment. 

Grover's  (Andrew  J.;  Cavalry.    See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Grover's  (Ira  G.)  Infantry.    See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Grubb's  (Peter)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Guiney's  (Patrick  R.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Guion's  (George  M.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  U8th  Regiment, 

QuBB'  (George  E.)  ArtjU^ry.    See  Pennsylvqnic^  Troops. 
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GuBs'  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvauia  Troops,  ISSf/i  Regiment. 

GuBtin's  (Richard)  Infantry.     See  Pennsj/lvania  Troops,  12t/t  Beserves. 

Hagans'  (Harrison  H.)  Cavalry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Hagers'  (Jouathan  B.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  14<A  Regiment 

Hale's  (Oscar  A.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  &th  Regiment. 

Hall's  (Edward  D.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  46<ft  Eegiment. 

Hall's  (Isaac  B.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  \sl  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Hall's  (J.H.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  &th  Regiment. 

Hcdl's  (Noriiiaa  J.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  7th.  Regiment. 

Hall's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lilsl  Regiment. 

Hall's  (William  P.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  6(A  Regiment. 

Hani's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  \6th  Regiment. 

Hamblin's  (Joseph  E.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  GMh  Regiment. 

Hamilton's  (D.  H.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 

Hamilton's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Exempts'  Battalion,  ante. 

Hamilton's  (Theodore  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  62(2  Regiment. 

Hammell's  (John  S.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  dGth  Regiment. 

Hammell's  (Richard  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Dana  Troop,  ante. 

Hammerstein's  (Herbert  von)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  7Sth  Regiment. 

Hammond's  (John)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Hampden  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hampton  Legion.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Hancock's  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Bat- 
talion. 

Hankins'  (J.  De  Witt)  Artillery.    See  Surry  Artillery,  post. 

Hanley's  (Patriclc  T.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Hannum's  (Josiah  C.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  28<ft  Battery. 

Hapgood's  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Harda'way  Artillery.    See  William  B.  Hurt's  Artillery,  post. 

Hardin's  (Mark  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  18th  Bat- 
talion. 

Harhaus'  (Otto)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Harkness'  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Slot  Regiment. 

Harlan's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  l-26th  Regiment. 

Harman's  (A.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 

Harmon's  (William)  Sharpshooters.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Company. 

Ham's  (William  A.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Harney's  (George)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  HTth  Ri'giment. 

Harris'  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Harris'  (Edward  P.)  Infantry.    See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment, 

Harris'  (N.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Harris'  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Harrison's  (A.  T.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Regiment. 

Harrison's  (F.  E.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment  Rifles. 

Harrison's  (Juliau)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Hart's  (James  F.)  ArtUlery.    See  Washington  (3.  C.)  Artillery, post 

Hart's  (Patrick)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  Ibth  Battery. 

Hart's  (William  T.)  Engineers.    See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment. 

Hartshome's  (William  R.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  I3th  Reserves. 

Hastings'  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Hastings'  (George  G. )  Sharpshooters.    See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  1st  Regiment. 

Hawley's  (William)  Infantry.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Hayes'  (.Joseph)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Haynes'  (C.L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Regiment. 

Haywood's  (Edward  G.)  Infantry.  See  NQrth  Cc^rolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Begir 
stent. 
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Hazard's  (John  6.)  Artillery.    See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Hazard's  (Morris)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  \&th  Megiment. 

Heacock's  (Reuben  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  49/fe  Regiment. 

Head's  (Henry  T.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  84/A.  Regiment. 

Healey's  (Virgil  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Heaton's  (Edward)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Batteries 
B  and  L. 

Hecker's  (Frederick)  Infantry.    See  Illinois  Tro<^s,  82d  Regiment. 

Hedrick's  (John  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Zd 
Regiment. 

Henagan's  (John  W.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Henderson's  (John)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Henry's  (William,  ir.)  Infantry.    See^eui  Jersey  Troops,  Ist  Regiment. 

Henry's  (WiUiam  W.)  Infantry.    See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Hensley's  (James  O.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  lOih  Bat- 
talion. 

Herbert's  (Arthur)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  17t/i  Regiment. 

Herbert's  (James  E.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 

Herbert's  (Thomas)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  llth  Unallached 
Company. 

Herrick's  (Seth  W.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  E.  S. 

Herring's  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  118lh  Regiment. 

Hezamer'a  (William)  Artillery.    See  Nete  Jersey  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Heydrick's  (Charles)  Infantry.    See  Delaware  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Higginbotbam's  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25tA  Regv- 
ment. 

Higgins'  (Benjamin  L.)  Infantry.    See  Neto  York  Troops,  Stith  Regiment. 

Hill's  (Joseph  C.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Hill's  (Wallace)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  C. 

Hiller's  (Frederick  L.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Battery. 

Hilton's  (Joseph)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Hine's  (Jonathan  D.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Hodges'  (Wesley  C.)  Infantty.    See  Georgia  Troops,  nth  Regiment. 

HoSman's  Battalion,  Infantty.    See  Ohio  Troops. 

Hoffman's  (John  S.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  31st  Regiment. 

Hofmann's  (John  William)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  b6lh  Regiment. 

Hoke's  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops.  Confederate,  38<A  Regi- 
ment. 

Holcombe  Legion.    See  South  Caroliria  Troops. 

Holder's  (W.D.)  Infantry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Holliday's  (F.  W.  M.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  33i  Regiment. 

Holman's  (George  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Holman's  (John  H.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  1st  Regiment. 

Holmes'  (James  H.)  Artillery.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  H. 

Holt's  (Boiling  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  35f/i  Regiment. 

Hopkins'  (George  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5lh  Regiment, 
Battery  E. 

Hopper's  (George  C.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Hopper's  (George  F. )  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Horn's  (Melohoir  H.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  38/A  Regiment  Militia. 

Hospital  Guards,  Infantry.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops. 

Hotchkiss'  (Walter  S.)  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Houghton's  (Moses  B.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  M  Regiment. 

Howard's  (Robert  V.  W.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery L, 
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Ho'vrell's  (John  H.)  Artillery.    See  Xew  York  Troops,  3(J  Regiment,  Battery  M. 

Hoy's  (Jobn  F.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Glh  Regiment. 

Hoyt's  (Heury  M.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  Hth  Regiment. 

Hudson's  (Edward  MoK.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Uth  Begiment. 

Huger  Artillery.     See  Joseph  D.  Moore's  Artillery,  post. 

Hugo's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  70ih  Regiment. 

Huidekoper's  (Henry  S.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IGOtA  Regiment. 

Huling's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  49(A  Regiment. 

Hull's  (J.imes  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Hullinger's  (Josiah  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21«t  Regiment. 

Hunt's  (John  S.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regiilars,  ith  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Hunter's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsi/lrania  Troops,  i2d  Regiment  Militia. 

Huntington's  (James  F.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment.  Battery  H. 

Huntley's  (John  H.)  Infantry.   See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  P.  B.  B. 

Hupp's  (Ahraham)  Artillery.     See  Salem  Artillery,  post. 

Hurst's  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Hurt's  (William  B.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Hutton's  (Elihn)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Regiment. 

Hyman's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Ti-oops,  Confederate,  I'ith  Regi- 
ment. 

Imboden's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  18th  Regiment. 

Iredell's  (J.J.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion. 

Irish's  (Nathaniel)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  F. 

Irvin's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lidth  Regiment. 

Irvine's  (William)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  lOtli  Regiment. 

Irwin  Artillery.     See  Sumter  Artillery,  post,  Battery  C. 

Jack's  (John  T.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  56</i  Regiment. 

Jackson's  (Allan  H. )  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  134tft  Regiment. 

Jackson's  (Samuel  M.l  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Uth  Reserves. 

Jackson's  (Thomas  E.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Jacobs'  (William  H.)  Infantry.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Jaehne's  (Julias)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  IGth  Regiment. 

Jayne's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  iHth  Regiment. 

Jeff.  Davis  Artillery,    See  Alabama  Troops. 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Cavalry.    See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Jenkins'  (David  T.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  UGth  Regiment. 

Jenkins'  (Samnel  H.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Johns'  (Thomas  D.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  7th  Regiment, 

Johnson's  (Aaron  C. )  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  12lh  Battery. 

Johnson's  (Bradley  T.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 

Johnson's  (Daniel  D.)  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Uth  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (Dutee)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5ih  Regiment;  Bat- 
tery A. 

Johnson's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  .Troops,  mh  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (Marmaduke)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Johnston  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Johnston's  (Andrew  B.)  Artillery.     See  William  G.  Crenshaw's  Artillery,  ante. 

Johnston's  (Robert  D.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Regi- 
ment. 

Jones'  (Andrew  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Pamunkey  Heavy  Artillery,  post. 

Jones'  (Archibald  P.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ."iSd  Regiment. 

Jones'  (B.H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  60th  Regiment. 

Jones' (Charles  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Uniov ,  1st  Regiment  (Col- 
ored); also  Massachusetts  Troops,  55tA.  Regiment." 

*  Temporarily  commanding. 
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Jones'  (Edward  P.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  125/A  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Jesse  H.)  Infantry.    See  Neic  York  Troops,  60/A  Regiment. 

Jones'  (John  6.)  Infantry.    SeeA'ortA  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  35th  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Lorenzo  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  Ulh  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Jones'  (Noah)  Cavalry.    See  Ohio  Troop8,'l8t  Regiment. 

Jordan's  (Johu  V.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  'Hit  Regiment. 

Jordan's  (Tyler  0.)  Artillery.    See  Bedford  Arlillery,  ante. 

Jourdan's  (James)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  lh%th  Regiment. 

Joyce's  (Robert  S.)  Artillery.    See  iVeiti  York  Troops,  28<A  Battery. 

Junior  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A  {six  months). 

Eaiple's  (Henry  M.)  Infantry.    See  Neio  York  Troops,  b2d  Regiment. 

Keenan's  (John  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Keeper's  (John  V.)  Artillery.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  B. 

Keese's  (Oliver,  jr.)  Infantry.    See.JTew  York  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

Eeifer's  (J.  Warren)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  llOth  Regiment. 

Kelley's  (Hugh  A.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Kellogg's  (Elisha  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  Ud  Regiment. 

Eellogg's  (Horace)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  l'Z3d  Regiment 

Kelly's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  (i9th  Regiment. 

Kelsey's  (William)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland   Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Kemp's  (Joseph  R. )  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Kenan's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Regi- 
ment, 

Kennedy's  (John  D.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Kester's  (John  W.)  Cavalry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  Ist  Regiment. 

Ketcham's  (John  H.)  Infantry.    See  Neto  York  Troops,  I50th  Regiment. 

Ketcbum's  (William  A.)  Engineers.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Kevin's  (Thomas)  Artillery.    See  United  Artillery,  post. 

Key's  (J.  C.  G.)  Infantry.    See  Texas  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Kilpatrick's  (F.  W.)  Infantry.   See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment  Volunteers. 

King's  (J.  H.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

King's  (Rufas,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

King  and  Queen  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment, 
Battery  K. 

King  William  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Kinzie's  (David  H.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Kirkland's  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2Ut Regi- 
ment. 

Klrkpatrick's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.    See  Amherst  Artillery,  ante. 

Kitching's  (J.  Howard)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  &th  Regiment. 

Kleiser's  (Alfred  von)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  30th  Battery. 

Knight's  (Napoleon  B.)  Cavalry.    See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Knight's  (Walter  M.)  Artillery.     See  Rhodelsland  Troops,lst Regiment,  Battery  R. 

Knoz's  (James  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  10th  Reserves. 

Knox's  (Robert  T.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
50th  Company. 

Koch's  (Charles)  Infantry.    See  Neio  York  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Kochersperger's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  71st  Regiment. 

Kusserow's  (Charles)  Artillery.     See  Nmv  York  Troops,  32d  Battery. 

Lafayette  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Lamar's  (John  H.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  61st  Regiment. 

Lamar's  (T.  B.)  Infantry.    See  Florida  Troops,  5fh  Regiment. 

Lamb's  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d 
Regiment. 

Lamkin's  (James  N. )  Artillery.    See  Nelson  Artillery,  post. 
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Lamont's  (William  H.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsijlvania  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 

Lane's  (James  C.)  Infanta^-.    See  2few  York  Troops,  WM  Regiment. 

Lane's  (Jolin  E.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 

Lang's  (David)  Infantry.     See  F(orida  Troops,  Hth  Regiment. 

Lan6le3r'B(F.  H.)  Infcintry.    See  (Virginia  Troops, Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Langley's  (John  F.)  Infantry.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Lansing's  (Jacob  H.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  86«ft  Regiment. 

LathEun's  (Alexander  C.)  Artillery.    See  Branch  Artillery,  ante. 

Latham's  (George  K.)  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Latimer's  (Alfred  E.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  11th  Regiment. 

Lay's  (Richard  G.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment. 

Lazelle's  (Henry  M.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  IGth  Regiment. 

Leavitt's  (Archibald  D.)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Ledig's  (August)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  75tft  Regiment. 

Lee  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lee's  (Horace  C.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Leech's  (William  A.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 

Le  Port's  (George)  Infantry.    See  New  Ym-k  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Lehmann's  (Theodore  F. )  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 

Leidy's  (Asher  S.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9dth  Regiment. 

Lemon's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  8th  Reserves. 

Leonard's  (John)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  72d  Regiment. 

Leonard's  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Lessig's  (William  H.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  96th  Regiment. 

Lester's  (G.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Letcher  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Leventhorpe's    (Collett)  Infantry.    See   North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  11th 

Regiment. 
Levi's  (John  T.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Lewis'  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  16th  Regiment. 
Lewis'  (John  E.)  Infantry.    See  Vermont  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 
Lewis'  (John  W.)  ArtUlery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Lewis'  (William)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Libby's  (Edwin)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 
Lightfoot's  (James  N.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  6lh  Regiment. 
Lincoln's  (William  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3ith  Regiment. 
Lindley's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  I9th  Regiment. 
Lininger's  (John  C.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 
Linkons'  (B.  E.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  'i6th  Regiment. 
Linton's  (John  P.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 
Lipscomb's  (T.  J.)  Cavalry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Litchfield's  (AUyne  C.)  Cavalry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Little's  (F.  H.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  lUh  Regiment. 
Lockman's  (John  T.)  Infantry.    See  Netv  York  Troops,  IWth  Regiment. 
Lockwood's  (Abram  L.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  120th  Regiment. 
Lockwood's  (Benohi)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Lockwood's  (Jonathan  H.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  7lh  Regiment. 
Logic's  (William  K.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  lilst  Regiment. 
Long's  (Charles  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Battery. 
Long's  (John  S.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 
Long's  (James  W.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment. 
Lord's  (Newton  B.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 
Lord's  (William  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Lothian's  (James  A.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 
Loudoun  Rangers,  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Union. 
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Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Love's  (J.  E.)  Infantry.     See  W.  H.  Thomas'  Legion, post. 

Levi's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  New  Yorlc  Troops,  2'.id  Baltery. 

Lowe's  (Samuel  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  28<A  Regi- 
ment. 

Lo'wrance's  (William  L.  J.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  34(A 
Regiment. 

Iiovny's  (Francis  M.)  Artillery.     See  ITest  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Lowry's  (William  M. )  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lovrther's  (A.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Lumbard's  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Lumpkin's  (Samuel  P.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  4Hh  Regiment. 

Lunenburg  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lurty's  (Warren  S.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lusk's  (Isaac  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  With  Regiment. 

Lusk's  (Jobn  A.  M.)  Artillery.    See  Rockbridge  Artillery,  No.  2,  post. 

Lusk's  (Thurlow  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Lynch's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Lynchburg  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

McAfee's  (Lee  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment. 

McAllister's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

McCabe's  (George  F.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  I'ith  Regiment. 

McCalmont's  (Alfred  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  142d  Regiment. 

McCarthy's  (Edward  S.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  1st  Company. 

McCarthy's  (Jeremiah)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

McCartney's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  (J)  Battery. 

McCaslin's  (Maxwell)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  15th  Regimtnt. 

McChesney's  (.losepU  M. )  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

McClanahan's  (J.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Ctn federate. 

McClellan's  (Samuel  A.)  ArtUlery.     See  New  York  Troops,  Ut  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

McClennan's  (Matthew  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  liSth  Regiment. 

McClung's  (Hugh  L.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops. 

McComas  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

McComb's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

McConihe's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  9id  Regiment. 

McCreary's  (David  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylmnia  Troops,  145lh  Regiment. 

McCrone's  (Alexander  F.)  Infantry.     See  Patapsco  Guards,  post. 

McCuen's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lid  Regiment. 

McCurdy's  (Wilbur  G. )  Artillery.     Sei^ Massachusetts  Troops,  1th  (G)  Battery. 
McDonald's  (Alexander  J.)  Artillery.    See  Vnion  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment, 

Battery  F. 
McDonough'a  (Patrick)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  Ud  Riaerves. 
McDougall's  (Archibald  L.)  Infantry.     See  A'eii;  York  Troops,  I23d  Regiment. 
MacDougall's (Clinton  D.)  Infantry.     Seo  New  York  Troops,  lll/A  Regiment. 
McDowell's  (John  A.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi- 
ment. 

McElrath's  (Thompson  P.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  5lh  Regiment. 
McElroy's  (John  S.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Wlh  Regi- 
ment. 

McElwain's  (William  S.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  llOth  Regiment. 
McEvily's  (William)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  155th  Regiment. 
McGowan's  (Thomas  S. )  Infantry.     See  Palapsco  Guards,  post. 
McGraw's  (Joseph)  Artillery.     See  Purccll  Artillery,  post. 
McGregor's  (William  M.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Mcllrath's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 
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Mclntire's  (Samuel  B.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Hegulars,  2d  Segment,  Bat- 
teries B  and  L. 

Molntyre's  (James)  Infautry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  115th  Eegiment. 

McIrwin'B  (Samuel)  Cavalry.     See  New  Torlc  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Mclvor's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Neic  Torlc  Troops,  170th  Eegiment. 

McKamy's  (J.  A.)  Infantry.     See  W.  S.  Thomas'  Legion, post. 

McKay's  (William  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  Torlc  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

McEee's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.    See  Onion  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Eegiment. 

McKeen's  (11.  Boyd)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  81st  Eegiment. 

McKethan's( Hector) Infantry.   SeeNorth  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  !ilst Eegiment. 

McKieman's  (James)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  7th  Eegiment. 

McKinley's  (Norval)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment,  P.  H.  B. 

McKnight's  (George  F.)  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  12th  BatUry. 

McKnight's  (James)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Eegiment,  Battery  M. 

McLaughlen's  (Napoleon  B.)  Infautry.    Sec  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

Mcliaughlin's  (James  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  Vjth  Eegiment. 

McMahan's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

McMabon's  (James  P.)  Infantry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  VMh  Eegiment. 

McMalion's  (J.J.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  &id  Eegiment. 

McMahon's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  Torlc  Troops,  With  Eegiment. 

McMichael's  (Kichards)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  h'id  Eegiment. 

McMUlan's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2iih  Regiment. 

McMullin's  (James  R.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

McNary's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  158tA  Eegiment. 

McNeill's  (Johu  H.)  Partisans.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

MacRae's  (William)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  15th  Eegiment. 

McVicker's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Eegiment;  also  West 
Virginia  Troops,  lat  Eegiment." 

Macon  Artillery.    See  Georgia  Troops. 

Macon's  (Miles  C.)  Artillery.     See  Eichmond  Fayette  Artillery,  post. 

Macy's  (George  N.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  20th  Eegiment. 

Madill's  (Henry  J.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  141st  Eegiment. 

Madison  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Madison  Light  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Manly's  (Basil  C.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  A. 

Mann's  (Daniel  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Oneida  Cavalry,  post. 

Mann's  (William  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  7th  Eegiment. 

Manning's  (Vau  H.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Manning's  (W.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Mansfield's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Marble's  (Frank  E.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  1st  Regiment. 

Markell's  (William  L.)  Cavalry.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  6th  Eegiment. 

Markhead's[?]  Cavalry.    OfBlcial  designation  not  of  record.    See Marhhead. 

Marshall's  (J.  K.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Eegiment. 

Marshall's  (J.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Wth  Eegiment. 

Martin's  (Joseph  W.)  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  Gth  Battery. 

Martin's  (Leonard)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  5th  Eegiment,  Battery  F. 

Martin's  (Montgomery)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5tith  Eegiment. 

Martin's(S.  Taylor)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Martin's  (William  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regi- 
ment. 

Marye's  (Edward  A.)  Artillery.     See  Frederiekslurg  Artillery,  ante. 

Marye's  (Morton)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  nth  Eegiment. 

*TemporaTily  commanding. 
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Maryland  Line.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate. 

Mason's  (Charles  F.)  Artillery.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Mason's  (Edwin  0.)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Mason's  (Philip  D.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars.  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Massie's  (John  L.)  Artillery.     See  Fluvanna  Artillery,  ante. 

Mathews'  (J.  D.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  38<A  Regiment. 

Matthews  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Maurin's  (Victor)  Artillery.   See  Dovaldsonville  Artillery,  ante. 

Maury's  (U.  L.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  24ft  Regiment 

May's  (A.  J.)  Mounted  Rifles.    See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Mayes'  (John)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  3rf  Regiment. 

Mayo's  (Joseph,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Zd  Regiment. 

Mayo's  (Robert  M.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Ti-oopa,  Confederate,  i7th  Regiment. 

Means'  (James  C.)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia   Troops,  Battery  F. 

Means'  (Samuel  C.)  Cavalry.    See  Loudoun  Rangers,  ante. 

Meikel's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  20ft  Regiment. 

Mendell's  (George  H.)  Engineers.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars. 

Mercer's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  21si  Regiment. 

Merchant's  (Charles  S.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4ft  Regiment. 

Merriam's^Giistavus  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.    Sec  Neto  York  Troops,  oft  Regiment. 

Merriam's  (Waldo)  Infantry.    See  Maasaohusetts  Troops,  16ft  Regiment. 

Merrill's  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.    See  Maine  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Merrill's  (Henry  P.)  Heavy  ArtiUery.     See  New  York  Troops,  lift  Regiment. 

Merriman's  (T.  Adams)  Infantry.    See  Neiv  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Meservey's  (Charles  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery A. 

Metcalfs  (Richard)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Mickley's  (James)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Milledge's  (John,  jr.)  Artillery.    See  Georgia  Troops. 

Milieu's  (John  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  20ft  Battalion. 

Miller's  (Francis  C.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  147ft.  Regiment. 

Miller's  (John  L.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  12ft  Regiment. 

MiUer's  (M.  B.)  Artillery.    See  Washington  (La.)  Artillery,  post,  3d  Battery. 

Miln's  (David  I.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  C5ft  Regiment. 

Mindil's  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  Z'id  Regiment. 

Miner's  (Milton  L.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  17 Ih  Battery. 

Mink's  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Mitchell's  (W.  L.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  22d  Regiment. 

Mi:x's  New  Cavalry.     See  Neto  York  Troops,  23(i  Battalion. 

Mix's  (Simon  H.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Mlotkowski's  (Stanislaus)  Artillery.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  A. 

Mobley's  (Edward  M.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  7ft  Regiment. 

Moesch's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  S3d  Regiment. 

MofFett's  (C.  J.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

Moffett's  (Samnel  A.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  94«/i.  Regiment. 

Moffitt's  (Stephen)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  96Hi  Regiment. 

Monaghan's  (William)  Infantry.    See  Louisiana  Troops,  6ft  Regiment. 

Monroe  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Montague's  (George  L.)  Infantry.    See  Massachisetts  Troops,  37ft  Regiment. 

Montague's  (Thomas  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confedei-atc,  Ath 

Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery.    See  Alabama  Troops. 
Moody's  (George  V.)  Artillery.     See  Madison  Artillery,  ante. 
Moody's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  139th  Megimmt. 
Moor's  (Augustus)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  2dth  Regiment. 
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Moore's  (Alexander  C.)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Moore's  (Alexander  D.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  66th  Regi- 
ment. 

Moore's  (John  W.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Zd  Battalion. 

Moore's  (Joseph  D.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Moore's  (Julian  G.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Battery  C. 

Moore's  (Roger)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Uegiment. 

Moore's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Moorman's  (Marcellus  N.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate, 

Morgan's  (William  C.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Moroney's  (Richard)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  69Wi  Regiment. 

Morris  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Morris'  (Lewis  O.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Morris'  (William  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Morrison's  (E.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  loth  Regiment. 

Morrison's  (Thomas  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  6lst  Regiment. 

Morro'w's  (B.  Mortimer)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Morro^w's  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Morton's  (Howard)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  G. 

Mosby's  (John  S.)  Cavalry.     See  John  S.  Moshy. 

Moseley's  (Hillery)  Infantry.     Sea  Mississippi  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Moson's  (Richard  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Moulton's  (Orson)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2bth  Regiment. 

Muhlenberg's  (Edward  D.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4ih  Regiment, 
Battery  /''. 

Munford's  (Thomas  T.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Murchison's  (Kenneth  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  hith 
Regiment. 

Murphy's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  49ift  Regiment  Militia. 

Murphy's  (Mathew)  Infantry.     See  ^ei»  York  Troops,  182d  Regiment. 

Murphy's  (Michael  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  170th  Regiment. 

Murray's  (Edward)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Murray's  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  Nete  York  Troops,  USth  Regiment. 

Musser's  (.John  D.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 

Myers'  (William)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  IWth  Regiment. 

Nadeubousch's  (J.  Q.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Nance's  (Jame.sD.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Neblett  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nelson  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nelson  Artillery,  No.  2.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Cotifederate. 

Nelson's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  lOlh  Regiment. 

Nethercutt's  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Bat- 
talion. 

Nevin's  (David  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Nevin's  (John  I.)  Infantry.     Soe  Pennsylvania  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Nevin's  (Robert  J.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Nevin's  Battery;  also  BaU 
lery  I. 

Newton's  (Charles  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

New  York  1st  Dragoons,  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Ti-oops,  19(7i  Regiment. 

New  York  2d  Militia,  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

New  York  9th  Militia,  Ir.fantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 

New  York  14th  MiUtia,  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  84  (A  Regiment. 

New  York  20th  Militia,  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  80th  Regim^U 

Nields'  (Benjamin)  Artillery.    See  Delaware  Troops,  Ist  Battery. 
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Nixon's  (Richard)  Infantry.     See  New  Ym-k  Troops,  mh  Jiegiment. 

Norcom's  (Joe)  ArtUlery.    See  Washington  {La.)  ArtiUenj,  post,  Uh  Battery. 

Norfolk  Blues,  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Norton's  (George  W.)  ArtiUery.     See  OUo  Troops,  Ut  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Nowlen's  (Garrett)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lieth  Jiegiment. 

O'Connell's  (John  D.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Uth  Regiment. 

Olcott's  (Egbert)  Infantry.   See  Neio  Tm-lc  Troops,  121st  Regiment. 

Olev's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Ti-oops,  8ih  Regiment. 

Olmstead's  (Ralph  H.)  Cavalry.     See  New  Yorlc  Troops,  VM  Regiment. 

Onderdonk's  (BeDJamiu  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  Ith  Regiment. 

O'Neal's  (Edward  A.)  Infantry.     See  A labama  Ti-oops,  26th  Regiment. 

Oneida  Cavalry.     See  Neio  York  Troops. 

O'NeiU's  (Heurv)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  118i/i  Rvgimmt. 

Opp's  (Milton)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  mh  Regiment. 

Orange  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Orem's  (J   Bailey)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  4tk  Uegiment. 

Orr's  (James  L.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Rifles. 

Orton's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  District  of  Columbia  Troops. 

Orwig's  (Thomas  G. )  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Otey  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Otey's  (Van  R.)  Infantry.     See  PuHic  Guard,  Infantry,  post. 

Otis'  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Over's  (C.  Miller)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Wth  Reserves. 

Owen's  (Henry  T.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  I8th  Regiment. 

Owen's  (Thomas  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Owens'  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regi- 
ment. 

Packer's  (Warren  W.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  Htli  Regiment. 

Page's  (Powhatan  E.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  'Troops,  Confederate,  26(ft  Regiment. 

Page's  (Richard  C.  M.)  Artillery.     See  Morris  Artillery,  ante. 

Palmer's  (Thomas  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Palmetto  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Pamunkey  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

PaoU's  [?]  Battalion.     Official  designation  not  of  record.     See Paoli. 

Parham's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ilst  Regiment. 

Paris'  (Andrew  B.)  Artillery.     See  Staunton  Hill  Artillery,  post. 

Park  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Parker's  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  ZOth  Regi- 
ment. 

Parker's  (N.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Parker's  (Sewell  S.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  26(/i  Regiment. 

Parker's  (William  W.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Parnell'B  (William  R.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Parsons'  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 

Patapsco  Guards.  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Pate's  (Henry  Clay)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Patrick's  (John  H. )  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  5W(  Regiment. 

Patterson's  (Edmund  Y.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  tiHth  Regiment. 

Patterson's  (George  M.)  Artillery.     See  Sumter  Artillery,  post,  Battery  B. 

Patterson's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Patton's  (George  S.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Trooi)s,  Confederate,  2ild  Regiment. 

Patton's  (WillWim)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Payne's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Peale's  (Henry)  Infantry.    See  Connectiont  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 
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Pearson's  (Alfred  L.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania,  Troojis,  155th  Regiment. 

Pease's  (Walter  B.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  17th  Regiment. 

Peck's  (.William  E.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  i)ih  Regiment. 

Pee  Dee  Artillery!    See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Peeples'  (Samuel)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Pegram's  (Richard  G.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

PeirSpn's  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  :J9(A  Regiment. 

Pendleton's  (Edmund)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Penick's  (Nathan)  Artillery.     See  John  W.  Leiris'  Artillerij,  ante. 

Penn's  (David  B.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Pennington's  (Alexander  C.  M.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops, Regulars,  'id  Regi- 
ment, Battery  M. 

Pennsylvania  1st  Rifles,  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Vith  Reserves. 

Penrose's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Perrin's  (Abner)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  2Voops,  Uth  Regiment. 

Perron's  (Walter  S.)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  \st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Perry's  (Robert  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  Fork  Troops,  ll\th  Regiment. 

Perry's  (William  F.)  Infantry.     See  Alaiama  Troops,  4ith  Regiment. 

Peters'  (W.  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  21s(  Regiment. 

Petersburg  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pettes'  (William  H.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Phillips'  (Charles  A.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  5th  (E)  Battery. 

Phillips'  (J.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Phillips  Legion.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Pickens'  (Samuel  B.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Pierce's  (Byron  E.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  'M  Regiment. 

Pierce's  (Francis  E.)  Infantry.     See  Neu)  York  Troops,  lOSth  Regiment. 

Pierce's  (George  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  jSliode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery C. 

Pierce's  (Lewis  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Finckard's  (L.)  Infeintry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Pingree's  (Samuel  E.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  Sd  Regiment. 

Piper's  (Alexander)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  lOlh  Regiment. 

Piper's  (James  W.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  E, 

Plater's  (John  E.)  Artillery.     See  Chesapeake  Artillery,  ante. 

Player's  (S.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  49f/i  Regiment. 

Plympton's  (Jonathan  F.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Plympton's  (Peter  W.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 

Porter's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Porter's  (Peter  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Potter's  (Henry  L. )  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  71st  Regiment. 

Potts'  (John  E.)  Artillery.     See  Branch  Artillery,  ante. 

Powell's  (Eugene)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6(>th  Regiment. 

Powell's  (R.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Texas  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Powers'  (Charles  J.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  lOtiih  Regiment. 

Powhatan  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pratt's  (Franklin  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat' 
tery  M. 

Preston's  (Addison  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment, 

Prey's  (Gilbert  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  With  Regiment. 

Price's  (Edward  L.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  145th  Regiment. 

Prime's  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.      See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  17th Regiment. 

Prince  William  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Provost  Battalion,  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Pruyn's  (Augustus)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
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Pryor'B  (W.  H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederals,  2d  Esgimmt. 

Public  Guard,  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pulaski  Artillery.    See  Georgia  Troops. 

Pulaski  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pulford'a  (John)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Purcell  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Purdy's  (Stephen  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Michigan  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Pumell  Legion,  Cavalry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Pumell  Legion,  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Pye's  (Edward)  Infantry.    See  New  Yorlc  Troops,  Q^th  Regiment. 

Pyles'  (L.  G.)  Infantry.    See  Florida  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Quinn's  (Timothy)  Cavalry.     See  New  I'orfc  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Quirk's  (James)  Infantry.    See  Illinois  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

RadclifEe's  (JSmes  D.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  GUt  RegU 
ment. 

Rafierty's  (Thomas)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  71st  Regiment. 

Raine's  (Charles  I.)  Artillery.     See  Lee  Artillery,  ante. 

Ramsay's  (John  A.)  Artillery.     See  Rowan  Artillery,  ante. 

Ramsey's  (John)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  iith  Regiment. 

Ramsey's  (Joseph  F.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Randol's  (Alanson  M.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ist  Regiment,  Batteries 
E,  a,  and  I. 

Rank's  (William  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  '3d  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery H. 

Rankin's  (Kobert  6.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Battalion,  Battery  A.  - 

Rankin's  (W.  S.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  21st  Regiment. 

Ransom's  (Alfred)  Artillery.    SeeNew  York  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Ransom's  (Duubar  R.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery C. 

Read's  (Edwin  Wl  H.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Regiment. 

Reese's  (William  J.)  Artillery.    See  Jeff.  Davis  Artillery,  ante. 

Regan's  (Peter  C.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  'ith  Battery. 

Reichard's  (Francis  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment, 
Battery  M. 

Reid's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  lS2d  Regiment. 

Reilly's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Rowan  Artillery,  post. 

Reily's  (Terrence)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  ith  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Revere's  (William  H.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Reynolds'  (Gilbert  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Batteries  E 
and  L. 

Rejrnolds'  (John  W.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  liHth  Regiment. 

Reynolds'  (Robert  W.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Rhett  Artillery.    See  Tennessee  Troops. 

Rice's  (Edmund)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  19Hi  Regiment. 

Rice's  (R.  Sidney)  Artillery,    See  Danville  Artillery,  ante. 

Rice's  (W.  G.)  Infantry.    See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 

Rich's  (W.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Phillips  Legion,  ante. 

Richardson's  (James  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  12ih  Unat- 
tached Company. 

Richardson's  (J.  B.)  Artillery.    See  Washington  (.La.)  Artillery,  post,  'id  Battery. 

Richardson's  (J.  H.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  39th  Ballalion. 

Richardson's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  biitk  Regiment. 

Richmond  Fayette  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bicbroond  Howitzers,  Artillery,    gee  Virginia  Ti-oops,  Confec(erate, 
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Richmond's  (Nathaniel  P.)  Cavalry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  ist  Begiment. 
Rickards'  (William,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  29/7i  liegivicnl. 
Ricketts'  (R.  Bruce)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Hatteries  F 

and  Gr. 
Rider's  (Henry  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  I'ilh  Regiment. 
Rigby's  (James  H.)  Artillery.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A. 
Riggs'  (William  J.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  JYoops,  Zd  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Ringgold  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Ringgold  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 
Ringgold  MiUtia,  Artillery.     See  George  R.  Guss'  Artillery,  ante. 
Ringland's  (George  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llffe  Regiment. 
Ripley's  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  'Mh  Regiment. 
Rittenhouse's  (Benjamin  F.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment, 

Battery  D. 
Rives'  (J.  Henry)  Artillery.    See  Nelson  Artillery,  No.  2,  ante. 
Roane's  (Timothy  F.)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Roath's  (Emanuel  D.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (Joseph)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Tid  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Vi^th  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (W.  Dewees)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 
Robertson's  (James  E.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  20(ft 

Battalion. 
Robertson's  (John  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  'id 

Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Robertson's  (John  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  32(Z  and  i2d  Bat- 
talions. 
Robins'  (W.  T.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troopi,  Confederate,  iOth  and  i2d  Battalions. 
Robinson's  (Oliver  O.  G.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Robinson's  (O'Neil  W.,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  ith  Battery. 
Robinson's  (Robert  A.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  16th  Regiment;  also  Penn- 
sylvania Troops,  4th  Regiment." 
Robinson's  (W.  G.)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
Robinson's  (William  J.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  E.  S. 

Robison's  (John  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  l&th  Regiment. 

Rockbridge  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rockbridge  Artillery,  No.  2.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rockwood's  (Theodore  H.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops  (Colored),  19th  Regiment. 

Rodamours  (Columbus)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Roder's(John  W.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  ith  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Rodgers'  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  E.  S. 

Rogers'  (Edward  W.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  Vith  Battery. 

Rogers'  (George  T.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  6tA  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (Horatio,  jr.)  Infantry.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (Isaac)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IWth  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (Robert  E.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Rolfe's  (Frank  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Ronald's  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ith  Regiment. 

Rosney's  (Andrew)  Artillery.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  D. 

Robs'  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

Ross'  (Hugh  M.)  Artillery.    See  Sumter  Artillery,  post,  Battery  A. 

Rosser's  (Thomas  L. )  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  bth  Regiment. 

Rourke's  (John)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Rowan  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

*  Tempoiarily  commanding. 
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Royer's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Pennsyhania  Troops,  53d  Regiment  Militia. 

Koyston's  (Y.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

RufTs  (S.  Z.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Rugg's  (Horace  P.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  59th  Regiment. 

Rubl's  (Noah  G.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  87th  Regiment. 

Rumford's  (Charles  G.)  Artillery.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Rush's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  '22d  Regiment. 

Rutledge's  (Henry  M. )  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Regi- 
ment. 

Ryan's  (George)  Infantry.    See  Neiv  York  Troops,  liOth  Regiment. 

Ryder's  (Patrick)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  88th  Regiment. 

Rylander's  (J.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  Wth  Battalion. 

Sackett's  (William)  Cavalry.    See  Neto  York  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Sackett's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Conneclieut  Troops,  lUh  Regiment. 

Salem  Artillery.    Sec  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Sampson's  (Iia  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Sanders'  (Horace  T.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  191h  Regiment. 

Sanders'  (J.  C.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Jlalama  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Sanderson's  (Joseph  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment, 
Battery  G. 

Sargent's  (Horace  B.)  CavEilry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Savage's  (James  W.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Tramps,  \2th  Regiment. 

Saw^yer's  (Edward  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  Xst  Regiment. 

Sawyer's  (Franklin)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Sayles' (James  A.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Schamberger's  (Leander)  Heavy  Artillery.    SeeNeiv  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Soherff  s  (Martin)  Infantry.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  19lh  Regiment. 

Scherrer's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  h2d  Regiment. 

Schirmer's  (Louis)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Ntw  York  Troops,  loth  Regiment, 

Schoonmaker's  (James  N.)  Cavalry.     .See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Uth  Regiment, 

Sohoonover's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Nmo  Jersey  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Schubert's  (Emil)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Schuetz's  (John  C.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Schulz's  (Carl)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Scott's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troojys,  2d  Regiment. 

Scott's  Nine  Hundred,  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Seaver's  (Thomas  O.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Seeley's  (Francis  W.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4lh  Regiment,  Battery  K, 

Selfridge's  (James  L.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  i6th  Regiment. 

Sell's  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  12!id  Regiment. 

Sexton's  (George  A.)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Sharra's  (Abram)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Shaw's  (H.  M.)  Infantry.     &ee  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 

Sha^s  (James,  jr) Infantry.     See  Union  Troops  (Colored),' th  Regiment. 

Shaw's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  'iith  Regimeul. 

Sheafer's  (Henry  J.)  Infantry.    Soo  Pennsylvania  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Shears'  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

ShefBeld's  (James  L. )  Infantry.     See  dlahama  Troops,  i8th  Regiment. 

Sheldon's  (Albert  S. )  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  \st  Hegiment,  Battery  B. 

Shepherd's  (Oliver  L. )  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ibth  Regiment, 

Sheridan's  (Andrew)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment. 

Sherwin's  (Thomas,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

ShinglA-'s  (William  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Holcombe  Legion,  ante. 

Shivers'  ( W.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Showalter's  (John  II.)  Infantry.    See  West  Virginia  Troops,  &th  Regiment. 
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Sides'  (Peter)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Simmonds'  (Seth  J.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucktj  Troops,  Union. 

Simmons'  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  45(A,  Regiment. 

Simms'  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Simpson's  (Benjamin  L.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment. 

Simpson's  (John  G.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Ut  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Simpson's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Sinez's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  01st  Regiment. 

Singeltary's  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Uth 
Regiment. 

Sisson's  (Henry  T.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Skinner's  (Frederick  G.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Skiimer's  (James  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 

Slaten's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Macon  Artillei-y,  ante. 

Slaughter's  (P.P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5&th  Regiment. 

Sleeper's  (J.  Henry)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  Vith  Battery. 

Slemp's  (Campbell)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  64JA  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Bei)j.imin  H.,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  ante,  3d  Company. 

Smith's  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  178th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Charles  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Smith's  (C.  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  36th  Battalion. 

Smith's  (Frank)  Cavalry.     See»0fe!0  Troops,  3d  Company. 

Smith's  (Frederick  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  nth  Regiment. 

Smith's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  61st  Regiment. 

Smith's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Gid  Regiment. 

Smith's  (George  W.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Smith's  (Howard  M.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Jacob)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 

Smith's  (James  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Tr-wps.  ith  Battery. 

Smith's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Lewis)  Artillery.     See  Union.  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Smith's  (R.  Penn)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  71st  Regiment. 

Smith's  (T.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3Gth  Regiment. 

Smoot's  (David  I^.)  Artillery.     See  Alexandria  Artillery,  ante. 

Smyth  County  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Smyth's  (Thomas  A.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Snider's  (Joseph)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Snider's  (Samuel  W.)  Cavalry.     See  TVest  Virginia  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Snodgrass'  (James,McK  )  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Reserves. 

Snavr'B  (Alonzo)  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B. 

Sontherland's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Southside  ArtUlery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Spaulding's  (Edwin  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Hist  Regiment. 

Spear's  (Ellis)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  iOth  Regiment. 

Spear's  (Samuel  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lHh  Regiment. 

Spooner's  (Edmund  D. )  Artillery.     See   Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Bat- 
teries I  and  X. 

Squires'  (C.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Washington  (_La.)  Artill^y,  post,  1st  Battery. 

Stafford  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stafford's  (Leroy  A.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Stahle's  (James  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  &7th  Regiment. 

Stamps'  (Timothy  H.)  Artillery.     See  Ringgold  Artillery,  ante. 

Stanford's  (Samuel  N.)  Cavalry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Starr's  (James)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6th  Regiment, 
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Starr's  (Joseph  B.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Battalion, 
Battery  B. 

Starr's  (WiUiam  C.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

State  Line.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Statham's  (Charles  W.)  Artillery.    See  Lee  Artillery,  ante. 

Staunton  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Staunton  Hill  Artillezy.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Staunton's  (JohD  F.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  GTth  Regiment. 

Stedman's  (William)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Steele's  (Henry  V.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Steele's  (Joseph)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Steele's  (Peter  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 

Steeple's  (John  S.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ii8th  Regiment. 

Stephenson's  CLuther,  jr.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Sterling's  (John  W.)  Artillery.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Stetzel's  (George)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Stevens'  (Aaron  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  Sampshire  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Stevens'  (Greenleaf  T.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  5</i  Battery. 

Steward's  (IraW.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  28th  Battery. 

Stewart's  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.     See  New  Fork  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Stevrart's  (Gordon  A.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Stewart's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Stickney's  (James  W.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  24 
Battalion, 

Stiles'  ( W.  H. )  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Stone's  (J.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Stoughton's  (Homer  E.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  2d  Regiment. 

Sto'we's  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Regi- 
ment. 

Strang's  (John  E.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 

Stribling's  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Fauquier  Artillery,  ante. 

Strieker's  (David  L.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Striokler's  (Michael  B.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Stringfield's  (W.  W.)  Infantry.    See  W.  E.  Thomas'  Legion,  post. 

Strong's  (Eollin  M.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Sturdlvant's  (N.  A. )  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Sturgeon's  (James  M.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Sudsburg's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Siunmers'  (George  D.)  Infantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 

Sumter  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Surry  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Swain's  (James  B.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Sweeney's  (James  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  36th  Battalion. 

Sweitaer's  (Napoleon  B.)  Cavalry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ijt  Regiment. 

Tabb's  (William  B.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  b9th  Regiment. 

Taft's  (Edward  P.)  Heavy  ArtlUery.     See  Nm  York  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Taft's  (Elijah  D.)  ArtiUery.    See  New  York  Troops,  bth  Battery. 

Talcott's  (T.  M.  R.)  Xiugineers.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Taliaferro's  (A.  6.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Regiment. 

TaUaferro's  (V.  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 

Talley's  (Jonathan)  Artillery.     See  Goochland  Artillery,  ante. 

Talley's  (William  C.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Reserves. 

Tannatt's  (Thomas  R.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment, 

Tanner's  (William  A.)  Artillery.     See  Courtney  Artillery,  ante. 

Tappen's  (John  R.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  120th  Regiment, 
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Tapper's  (Thomas  F.  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Beterves. 
Tay'8  CCharles  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 
Tayloe's  (E.  P.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  22d  Battalion. 
Taylor's  (Alexander  W.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lOlgt  Regiment. 
Taylor's  (John  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Taylor's  (Osmond  B.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Taylor's  ( W.  H. )  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 
Taylor's  (William  C.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  First  Cavalry.     See  James  E.  Carter's  Cavalry,  ante. 
Terrill's  (James  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  I3th  Regiment. 
Terry's  (William  E.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  24(7i  Regiment. 
Tevis'  (0.  Carroll)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Theis'  (John  G.)  Artillery.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  C. 
Thobnrn's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Thomas'  (Albert  F.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  2d  Battery. 
Thomas'  (W.  H.)  Legion.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Thomas'  (Winslow  M.)  Infantry.*     See  Neio  York  Troops,  149<ft  Regiment 
Thompson's  (Francis  W.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  'id  Regiment. 
Thompson's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  152d  Regiment. 
Thompson's  (Henry  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Thompson's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Batteries  C  and  F. 
Thompson's  (J.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Battalion. 
Thompson's  (John  L.)  Cavalry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Thompson's  (William  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  19<A  Regiment. 
Thomson's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 
Thomson's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Rifles. 
Thornton's  (Thomas  R.)  ArtUlery.     See  Caroline  Artillery,  ante. 
Thropp's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Thruston's  (Stephen  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi- 
ment. 
Thurmond's  (P.  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Thurmond's  (William  D.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Tice's  (Leonard  D.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

TidbaU's  (John  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Neui  York  Troops,  4fA  Regiment. 

Tillery's  (Richard  C.)  Heavy  ArtUlery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d 
Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Tinen's  (Patrick  S.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Tippin's  (Andrew  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  (iSth  Regiment. 

Tolles'  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Tomlinson's  (Abia  A.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Toon's  (Thomas  F.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Regiment. 

Touhy's  (Thomas)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

Tovirers'  (John  E.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Towers'  (Lemuel)  Infantry.     See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  \st  Regiment. 

To-wn's  (Charles  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Townsend's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Nexv  York  Troops,  106th  Regiment    ^ 

Townsend's  (Solomon)  Cavalry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Tracy's  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  109th  Regiment. 

Trimble's  (E.)  Cavalry.     See  A.  J.  May's  Rifles,  ante. 

Tripp's  (Porter  D.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  lllh  Regiment 

Troup  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Tmefitt's  (Henry  P.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Tniex's  (William  S.)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 

Tnlly's  (Redmond)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
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Turley's  (John  A.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  9Ut  Regiment. 

Turnbull's  (Charles  N.)  Engineers.    See  G.  3.  Mendell's  Engineers,  ante. 

Tnmball's  (John  G.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Sd  Regiment,  Batteries 
FandK. 

Tnmey's  (Peter)  Infantry.    See  Tennessee  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 

Tyler's  (Horatio  K.)  Artillery.     See  Park  Artillery,  ante. 

Underwood's  (Adin  B.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

United  Artillery.      See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Upham's  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Urban's  (Casper)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Utterback's  (Addison  W.)  Artillery.     See  James  V.  Brookes  Arlillery,  ante. 

Van  de  Graaffs  (A.  S.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  5th  Battalion. 

Vandeventer's  (Alexander  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  50th  Regi- 
ment. 

Van  Gilder's  (Jefferson  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Lafayette  Cavalry,  ante. 

Van  Hook's  (J.  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  50Wi  Regiment. 

Van  Ness'  (Henry  L.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Van  Voorhis'  (Koert  S.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  137 th  Regiment. 

Vinton's  (Harvey  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Voorhes'  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  126th  Regiment. 

Vought's  (Philip  G.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Vredenburgh's  (Peter,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  Uth  Regiment. 

■Waddell's  (J.  D.)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

•Waggaman'a  (Eugene)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

■Walbridge's  (James  H.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Walcott's  (Aaron  F.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  'M  i  C)  Battery. 

■Wales'  (John  P.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  17th  Regiment. 

■Walker's  (David  N.)  Artillery.     See  Otey  Artillery,  ante. 

■Walker's  (Edward  J.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

■Walker's  (Joseph)  Infantry.    See  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  ante. 

Walker's  (W.C.)  Infantry.     See  W.  B.  Thomas'  Legion,  ante. 

■Walker's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  'i^th  Regiment. 

Walker's  (Wilson  W.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  E.  S. ; 
also  Delaware  Troops,  3d  Regiment.* 

Walkup's  (Samuel  H.).Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  iSth  Regi- 
ment. 

■Wallace's  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Regiment. 

■Wallace's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  E.  S. 

■Walsh's  (James  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment 

■Walsh's  (Michael)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  1st  Battalion, 
49th  Company. 

■Ward's  (George)  Artillery.    See  Madison  Light  Artillery,  ante. 

■Ward's  (John  E.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

■Wardrop's  (David  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

■Waring's  (J.  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  ante. 

Warner's  (James  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Warner's  (Lewis  D.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  154tk  Regiment. 

■Warren's  (E.T.H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Regiment. 

■Warren's  (Zenas  C.)  Artillery.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

■Wasden's  (Joseph)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

■Washburn's  (James)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  116th  Regiment. 

■Washbume's  (A.  Livingston)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

■Washington  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

■Washington  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Troops. 
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Washington  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

■Washington's  (James  A.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  50th 
Regiment. 

Waterman's  (Richard)  Artillery.     See  Bkode  Island  Trobpa,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Watkius'  (Thomas  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Purnell  Legion,  Cavalry,  ante. 

Watson's  (David)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  ante,  2d  Company.  . 

Watts'  (William)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  28th  Regiment. 

Wead's  (Frederick  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  ')8th  Regiment. 

■Weaver's  (Hausou  E.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  8th  Regiment. 

Webb's  (Lewis  H.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Webb's  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Webster's  (Edwin  H.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

■Weddle's  (Jacob)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

■Weems'  (John  B. )  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

■Weir's  (Gulian  V.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  oth  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

■Weisiger's  (D.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 

■Welch's  (Nerval  E.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

■Welling's  (Joseph)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

■West's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

■West's  (Perry  G.)  Infantry.     See  Exempts'  Battalion,  ante. 

■West's  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

■West's  (Rowland  R.)  Cavalry.     See  JVew  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

■Weston's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  18th  Regiment, 

Wetherill's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

■Wetmore's  (Oliver,  jr.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Wharton's  (R.  W.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion. 
■Wheeler's  (Samuel  J.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Bat- 
talion. 
Wheeler's  (William)  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  Vith  Battery. 
■Wheelock's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 
■Whistler's  (Joseph  N.  G. )  Heavy  Artillery.    See  New  Tork  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
■WTiite's  (Amos  H.)  Cavalry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
■White's  (Elijah  V.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3oth  Battalion. 
■White's  (Robert)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ilst  Battalion. 
■White's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Uth  Regiment. 
White's  ( W.  W. )  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
■Whitford's  (John  N.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
■Whiton's  (Lyman  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Unattached 

Company. 
■Wickersham's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  i7th  Regiment  Militia. 
■Wickham's  (Williams  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ith  Regiment. 
Wicks'  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  E.  S. 
■Wiebecke's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
■Wieoker's  (Arthur)  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,'  20th  Battery. 
■Wiedrich's  ( Michael)  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  1st  Raginient,  Battery  I. 
■Willauer's  (Seneca  G.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ll6ih  Regiment. 
■Willets'  (J.  Howard)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 
■Williams'  (J.  H. )  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  State. 
■Williams'- (J.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
■Williams'  (Samuel  J.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 
■Williams'  (T.  ^V.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Regiment. 
■Williamson's  (Henry  'V.)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 
Willis'  (Edward)  Infantry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

■Willjston's  (Edward  B.)  Artillery.  SeeUnion  Troops.  Regulars, 2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
■Wilson's  (James  E.)  Artillery.     See   Unimi  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
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Wilson's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Sfciv  Vnrlc  Trooijn,  i.id  Regiment. 
Wilson's  (John  D. )  Artillery     See  Union  Troops,  liegulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Wilson's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Ti-oopa,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
WUson's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 
Wilson's  (William  R.)  Artillery.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Winegar's  (Cliarles  E,)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Wingfield's  (John  T.)  Artillery.     See  Sumter  Artillery,  ante.  Battery  C. 
Wingfield's  (W.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  28«A  Regiment. 
Winn's  (S.  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  Wth  Battalion. 
Winslow's  (Albert  H.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
Winslow's  (Cleveland)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Regiment  ( Veteran). 
Winslow's  (George  B.)  Artillery.     SeeJVeii;  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Wistar's  (Joseph  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6lh  Regiment. 
Witoher's  (John  S.)  Cavalry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Witcher's  (V.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  34th  Battalion. 
Witoher's  (William  A.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  21st  Regiment. 
Withers'  (Robert  E.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ISth  Regiment. 
Withers' (Robert  W.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4iid  Regiment. 
Woerner's  (Christian)  Artillery.     See  Neio  Jersey  Troops,  id  Battery. 
Wolfe's  (John  P.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  51st  Regiment. 
Wood's  (James,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  VSIith Regiment. 
Wood's  (J.  De  Witt)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  33d  Battery. 
Woodall's  (Daniel)  Infantry."     See  New  York  Troops,  39lh  Regiment. 
■Woodbury's  (George  T.)  Artillery.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  Ath  Battery. 
Woodruff's  (Carle  A. )  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2(i  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Woodruff's  (Dickinson)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Vith  Regiment. 
Woodson's  (J.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Wth  Regiment. 
Woodward's  (George  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  'id  Reserves. 
■Woodward's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 
■Woolfolk's  (Pichegru,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Ashland  Artillery,  ante. 
■Woolworth's  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Reserves. 
■Wooster's  (William  B.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troops,  Wtk  Regiment. 
■Work's  (P.  A.)  Infantry.    See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
■Wright's  (G.  J.)  Cavalry.     See  CoWs  Legion,  Mnte. 

■Wright's  (Levi  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
■Wright's  (Samuel  T.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
■Wyatt's  (James  W.)  Artillery.     See  Albemarle  Artillery,  ante. 
■Wj^dham's  (Percy)  Cavalry.     See  Neio  Jersey  Troops,  Ist  Regiment. 
■Wynkoop's  (John  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 
■Wythe  County  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
■york's  (Zebulon)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  lilh  Regiment. 
Young's  (Edward  R.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Young's  (John  J.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  G. 
Young's  (Pierce  M.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Cobb's  Legion,  ante. 
Zabriskie's  (Abram)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9tk  Regiment. 
Zell's  (T.  Elwood)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

*  Temporarily  commanding. 


i:n^idex. 


Brigades,  Divisions,  Corps,  Annies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  "Mentioned"  under  name  of  com- 
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nations, pp.  935-966.) 
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Abliot,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 133,394,609 

Abbott,  Ed-ward  A.     Mentioned 226 

Abbott,  Henry  Ii.     Mentioned 121 

Abercrombie,  John  J.    Mentioned 523,608 

Abraham,  James.    Mentioned 616 

Absentees.     Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 647 

Preston,  John  S  .., 654 

Adams,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 600 

Adams,  George  W.    Mentioned 125,605 

Adams,  Robert,  jr.    Mentioned 414 

Adams,  Samuel  G.    Correspondence  -with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 263 

Adams,  Zaoharlah  T.    Mentioned 691,765,814,907 

Addicks,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 132,610 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters , 169 

Bailey,  James  E  483 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 584 

Conch,  Darius  N    451 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 473 

Meade,  George  G 168,577 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :    No.  88,  163;  No.  274,   14;   No.  350,  397; 

No.  383.  523. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  375,  91 ;  No.  376,  92 ;  No.  388,  111 ;  No. 
420,  206 ;    No.  422,  219 ;   No.  424,  224  ;  No.  454,  290 ;  No. 
460,  322;  No.  480,  394  ;  No.  483,  398;  No.  489,  414  ;  No.  497, 
443  ;  No.  508,  470 ;  No.  518,  477 ;  No.  522,  484  ;  No.  543,  551 ; 
No.  569,  582. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 662 

Davis,  Jefferson 893 

Elzey,  Arnold 630 

Jenkins,  Micah 649,694 

Jones,  Samnel ....  626, 634, 662, 664. 679, 730, 736, 743, 795, 805, 807, 824, 894, 913 

LeeJEobertE , 624,632, 

647, 661, 665. 714, 747,  758, 772, 777-779,  801, 808,  819, 8.58, 859, 861, 867, 885 

(967) 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Martin,  James  G 630,710 

Nicholls,  FrancisT 675,829,877,878,880 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 654 

Pickett,  George  E 752,  772-774,  776-778, 788-791, 793, 797, 

798, 804, 818,  827-829,  833,  847, 848, 850, 856,  860, 872, 873, 876, 881, 882, 897 

Preston,  John  S 654 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 714,715 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 624 

Smith,  William 645 

Stuart,  J.  E.B 800 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 760,911,912 

War  Department,  C.  S 654, 

6J4, 729, 741, 771, 798, 799, 834, 847, 867, 868, 885, 886, 911, 912 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 628-630,752,770,786,791,808,887,892,893 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  109,  641. 
Orders,  General,  series  1864 :  No.  5,  910. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  190,  642;  No.  198,  659;  No.  216,  713; 
No.  226,  746;  No.  229,  752;  No.  237,  775;  No.  239,  778;  No. 
240,  779;  No.  257,806;  No.  261,817;  No.  283,  853;  No.  289, 
861 ;  No.  291,  866. 

Advance,  Steamer.    Mentioned 651 

Ahl,  George  W.     Mentioned 135,612 

Aiken,  D.  Wyatt.    Mentioned 682 

Alabama  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ffa«e/-/es ;   Hurt's,  638,   688,  903 ;    Jeff.   Davis,  688,  902  ; 

Montgomery  True  Blues,  692, 851, 906. 
Infantry— fiarta//ons ;    5th,  685.      Regiments :  3d,  683,  900  ;  4th,  683  ;  5th, 
6th,  683,900;  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  685,  900;  12th,  683,900;  13th,  685, 
901;  14th,  685,900;  15th,  683;  26th,  683,  900;  44th,  47th,  48th,  683. 

Albany,  Steamer.     Mentioned 352 

Albright,  Charles.    Mentioned 137 

Alderson,  J.  A.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Alexander,  Andrew  J.     For  correspondence   as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Alfred 

Phasonton. 
Alexander,  B.  S. 

Assigned  to  duty  on  Board  of  Engineers Ill 

Mentioned 1 111,443 

Alexander,  Charles  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C 583,584 

McMahon,  James  P 588 

Mentioned 132,357,610 

Alexander,  E.  P.     Mentioned 637,687,738,840,841 

Alexander,  Frederic  W.    Mentioned 134,568,611 

Alexander,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  French 485 

Mentioned 48.5 

Alford,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 142,619 

Alice  "Webb,  Schooner.    Mentioned 452 

Allcock,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy 69,109 

Mentioned 133 

Allen,  C.  Tacitus.    Mentioned 690,783,905 
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AUen,  John  A.P.    Mentioned 146,240,023 

Allen,  Seneca.    Mentioned : 82 

Allen,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned 146 

AUes,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 122,602 

Ambulance  Corps.     Organization  of,  etc.     Communication  from  George  G. 

Meade 95 

Ames,  John  W.    Mentioned 620 

Ames,  Nelson.    Mentioned 121 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C.     Mentioned 81 

Amsberg,  George  von.    Mentioned 126 

Anderson,  George  T.    Mentioned 683,706,708,713 

Anderson,  Hiram,  jr.     Mentioned 143, 621 

Anderson,  John  F.    Mentioned 165. 

Anderson,  John  T.     Mentioned 675 

Anderson,  Richard  H.    Mentioned 265,271, 

376, 518, 636, 681, 685, 720, 811, 858, 898, 900 
Anderson,  Robert. 

Assignment  to  command 394 

Mentioned 394 

Andrews,  George  L.     Mentioned 146,240,623 

Andrews,  R.Suowden.     Mentioned 637,688,840,902 

Angel.  AshbelW.     Mentioned 122,602 

Anthony,  George  T.    Mentioned 133,357,610 

Archer,  James  J.    Mentioned 685,901 

Arkansas  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— ffe^/menfe:  3d,  683,869,870. 

Armistead,  A.  D.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Armistead,  Iiewis  A.     Mentioned .' 373,68-2,741,765 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.     See  Munitions  of  War. 
Army  Corps,  7th.     See  Virginia,  Department  of. 
Army  Corps,  8th.     See  Middle  Department. 

Army  Corps,  18th.     See  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Deparlinent  of. 
Army  Corps,  22d.     See  Washington,  Department  of. 
Army  Headquarters. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 169 

Augur,  Christopher  C 595 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 52 

Barnard,  John  G 154,393 

Brooks,  William  T.H 21,22 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 10,16,26,185,193 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 563 

Cauhy,  Edward  E.  S 307,318,329,338 

Couch,  Darius  N 166, 317, 318, 330, 336, 350, 358, 360, 443, 450, 476 

Dix,  John  A 156,482 

Foster,  John  G ...... .  23, 87, 88, 99, 101, 152, 153, 170, 183, 184, 199, 222, 223, 231, 

233, 243, 249, 267, 268, 277, 311, 312, 361, 365, 366, 369, 370, 373, 408,  412,  416 

Garrett,  John  W 308,337,351,359,362,591 

Gordon,  George  H 15,16 

Graham,  Michael 331 

Grant,  Lewis  A 52 

Grant,  U.  S 72 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 90,253 

Keifer,  J.  Warren 54 
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Page. 
Army  Headquarters — Continued. 
Correspoudeuce  with 

Kelley,  Benjamin  P - 16,  17, 

26, 69,73, 153, 170, 211, 221, 225, 256, 257. 260, 309, 318, 351, 352, 357, 384,391, 
396, 411, 423, 434, 445, 446, 517, 523, 552, 555, 556, 564, 569-571, 579,  580,  590 

Lincoln,  Abraham 187,207,332,375 

Lockwood,  Henry  H 8,9,63,90,109,110 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 253 

Meade,  George  G 7.8, 

13,  20,  46,  53,  60,  73,  82,  83,  88,  103,  111,  112,147,151,1.58,160,161,167, 
175,  177-179, 186, 187, 196, 201, 202, 206, 216, 220, 227, 233, 242, 244, 246, 251, 
260,  262, 265, 276, 278, 279, 293, 294, 305, 313, 314, 326, 328, 332, 333, 338, 345, 
346,  354, 358, 361, 362, 367, 370, 375-377, 392, 395, 398, 400, 409, 412, 415, 418, 
423,  429,  435,  438, 449, 473, 474, 495, 540, 553, 556, 565, 569, 571, 573, 582, 589 

Morris,  William  W 63,87 

New  York,  Governor  of 318 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.S.  A 8 

Rosecrans,  William  S 193 

Rnger,  Thomas  H 54 

8cammon,  Eliakim  P 372 

Sohenok,  Robert  C 10,11,381,310,319,359 

Stoneman,  George 398,419 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 350,351,357,434,438,469,594 

Turner,  H.S 396 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  361,  49. 
Army  Hospitals  and  Prisons.    Inspection  of.    Communication  from  War  De- 
partment, U.S 468 

Army  Transportation.    See  Munitions  of  War. 
Amdoff,  WUliam. 

Mentioned 369 

Statement  of 369 

Amett,  'William  Wiley.    Mentioned 36.3,909 

Arnold,  Abraham  E.    Mentioned 606 

Arnold,  Joseph  S.    Mentioned 119,599 

Arnold,  'William  A.    Mentioned 121,601 

Arrlck,  Joseph  P.    Mentioned 138,617 

Atkinson,  E.  N.    -Meutioned 684,899 

Atkinson,  J.  'W.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

At'v^ell,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 127 

Atwood,  Cornelius  G.     Mentioned 143 

Audoun,  Joseph  H.    Mentioned 134,568,611 

Augur,  Christopher  C. 

Assignment  to  command 322 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  Charles  M 583,584 

Army  Headquarters 595 

Corcoran,  Michael 350,363,369,380,566 

King.  Rufus 317,336 

Meade,  George  G 314,323,569,582,583 

Mentioned 310,313,323,405,323,566,582,592,608 

August,  T.  P.    Mentioned 682 

Austin,.  Albert  S.    Mentioned ., 246 

Austin,  Johns.  .  Mentioned 122 
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Averell,  William  W. 
CorrespondeDce  with 

Gibson,  Thomas 150,229,309 

Hagans,  Uarrison  H 330 

Kelley,  BeDJamin  F 149, 

150,  166,  177,  182,  198,  205,  206,  211,  225,  229,  232,  234,  319,  320,  330,587 

Markbreit,  Leopold 363 

Moor,  Augnstus , 550 

Mentioned 30, 69, 73, 138, 140, 153, 154, 225, 240, 257, 360, 385, 406, 415, 416, 438, 

446,  473, 517, 524, 550-552, 564, 570, 571, 579-681, 584, 590, 591, 595, 614, 617, 
632,  663,  664,  677-679, 709, 795-797, 800, 816, 825, 832, 846, 874-876, 878, 891 

Avery,  ClarkM.    Mentioned 666,740,741,868,901 

Aylett,  'William  R.    Mentioned 682,906 

Ay  res,  Romeyn  B. 

Correspondence  witli 

Army  Headquarters 52 

Meade,  George  G 9 

Sykes,  George , 9 

Mentioned 9,19,42,53,94,123,145,156,293,404,603 

Bachman,  WUliam  E.    Mentioned 637,687 

Bacon,  Theodpre  C.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  Buford. 

Bagby,  Alexander  F.    Mentioned 690 

Bailey,  Ed-ward  Ii.    Mentioned 620 

Bailey,  Bzra  H.    Mentioned 423 

Bailey,  James  B.    Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A  . ..      483 

BaUy,  Silas  M.    Mentioned  , 133 

BaUy,  ■WmiamP.    Mentioned 600 

Baird,  B.  R. 

Correspondence  with  George  E.  Pickett 773 

Mentioned , 830 

Baird,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 600 

Baird,  William  H.    Mentioned 601 

Baker,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 125 

Baker,  Henry.     Mentioned 528 

Baker,  Isaac  H.    Mentioned 622 

Baker,  J.  H.    Mentioned 899 

Baker,  John  A     Mentioned 114,625,690,906 

Baker,  Lafayette  C.    Mentioned 363 

Baker,  Laurence  S.    Mentioned 707,724,764 

Baker,  Samuel  E.    Mentioned 685,900 

Baldwin,  Briscoe  G.    Mentioned 628,648,847 

Baldwin,  Clark  B.    Mentioned 602 

Baldwin,  George  W.    Mentioned 137 

Bales,  R.  M.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Ball,  Benjamin  A.    Mentioned 623 

Ball,  E.    Mentioned 682 

Ball,  William  B.    Mentioned 686,706,902 

BaU,  WilUamH.    Mentioned 122,145,602 

Ballenger,  M.  R.    Mentioned 629 

BaUier,  John  P.    Mentioned 125,605 

Balthis,  W.  H.    Mentioned 909 

Baltic,  Steamer.    Mentioned 110 

Bancroft,  Eugene  A.    Mentioned 126 

Banks.  Nathaniel  P.    Mentioned 187,263 
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Page. 
Eansliee,  Blockade-Bunner. 

Capture  of,  Nov.  20,  1863.    Communication  from  James  E.  Bailey 483 

Mentioned 483,484 

Barbour,  Jolm  S.     Correspondence  with  Kobert  E.  Lee 823 

Barbour,  William  M.    Mentioned 686,901 

Barclay,  B.  S.     Mentioned 682 

Barham,  T.  G.     Mentioned 895 

Barlow, .    Mentioned 928 

Barnard,  John  Gr. 

Assigned  to  duty  on  Board  of  Engineers Ill 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 154,393 

Totten,  Joseph  G 585 

War  Department,  U.  S 149,226,310,315 

Mentioned 111,443 

Barnes,  Almont.     Mentioned 604 

Barnes,  Charles.    Mentioned 604 

Barnes,  James. 

Assignment  to  command 219 

Correspondence  with 

Butler, Benjamin  F 564,581 

War  Department,  U.S 312,321 

Wild,  Edward  A 562,564 

Mentioned 123, 219, 223, 230, 231, 312, 313, 320, 3-.i2, 367, 406, 412, 524, 618, 619 

Barney,  Blisha  L.    Mentioned 125,145 

Barney,  Valentine  G-.    Mentioned 143 

Barringer,  Augustus  V.    Mentioned 415 

Barry,  John  D.    Mentioned 686,901 

Barry,  William  P. 

Corresjjondence  with  Henry  J.  Hunt 391 

Mentioned 28,132,405,443,523,595,608 

Barstow,  George  F.    Mentioned 604 

Barstow,  Simon  F.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Meade. 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J.    Mentioned 124,513 

Barton,  IraMcL.    Mentioned 623 

Barton,  Seth  M. 

Correspondence  with  George  E.  Pickett 776, 777, 789, 798, 804 

Mentioned 416, 772-774, 776,  7p9-791,  793, 

798, 804, 827, 828, 830, 834, 847, 848,  850, 851, 853, 858, 866, 882, 893, 397,  906 

Bartram,  Nelson  B.    Mentioned 623 

Batchelder,  N.  Walter.    Mentioned 119.599 

Bates,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 613 

Bates,  WiUard  W.    Mentioned 611 

Bath,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  7, 1863.    Communication  from  Benjamin  F. 

Kelley '. 182 

Batte,  Peter  V.    Mentioned 906 

Batterson,  James  P.    Mentioned 132,350 

Battle,  Cullen  A.    Mentioned 476,683,900 

Baxter,  De  Witt  C.    Mentioned 120 

Baxter,  Henry.    Mentioned 119,599 

Bayard,  George  D.    Mentioned 467 

Bayley,  Thomas.    Mentioned 612 

Beach,  Francis.    Mentioned 619 

Beale,  R.  L.  T.    Mentioned 686,708,902 
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Paga 
Bealeton,  Va. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  24, 1863.    Communications  from 

Buford,  John 377 

Devin,  Thomao  C 378 

Gregg,  David  McM 378 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin 378 

Meade,  George  G 379 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 379 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Oct.  25-26, 1863.    Commnnications  from 

Buford,  John 385,389 

French,  William  H ". 386,387 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin 388 

Meade,  George  G 386-388,392,393 

Newton,  John 385,387 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 388 

Smith,  Benjamin  F 386 

Bealeton  and  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.    Skirmishes  near,  Oct.  27,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Buford,  John 392 

Hutchius,  Benjamin  T 393 

Bean,  Onslo-w.    Mentioned 909 

Bear,  Bernard.    Mentioned ; 601 

Beard,  Samuel.    Mentioned 138,618 

Beardsley,  Jolin  D.    Mentioned 127 

Beardsley, 'William  B.    Mentioned 128 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

War  bepartment,  C.  S 762 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 791 

Mentioned 659,713,762,771,775,819,859,886,888 

Beaver,  James  A.    Mentioned 120 

Beck,  Benjamin.    Mentioned  ■     683 

Beck,  "W.  Butler.     Mentioned 608 

Beckham,  R.  F.     Mentioned 681,687,840-842,898,904 

Beckley,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 361,801 

Beck-with,  'William  W.    For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C. ,  see  Marsena  S.  Patriok. 

BeU, .     Mentioned 183,184 

Bell,  Mrs.    Mentioned , .- 174 

Bell,  D.  H.  L.  &  J.  L.    Mentioned 453 

BeU,  H.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 890 

Mentioned 625,890 

Bell,  Joseph  M.    Mentioned 447,458,495 

Bender,  'W.  G.    Mentioned 627,728 

Benham,  Henry  'W. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 161,273,407,408,415,498 

Totten,  Joseph  G 462 

Mentioned 21, 28, 118, 239, 405, 532, 575,  ."598, 624 

Benjamin,  Judah  F.    Mentioned 3 

Benjamin,  'William  H.    Mentioned , 128 

Bennett,  R.  Tyler.     Mentioned 68:i,900 

Benning,  H.  L.    Mentioned  683,710 

Bently,  Wilber  G.    Mentioned 606 
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Benton,  James  G.    Meutioued 60R 

Berkeley,  Edmund.    Mentioned 871 

Berkeley,  N.     Mentioned 682 

Bernard,  J.  T.    Mentioned 885 

Berry,  Barney.    Mentioned 597 

Berry,  General,  Steamer.     Mentioned 4l6 

Berry,  Hiram  G.     Mentioned 245 

Bettis,  E.  W.     Mentioned 578 

Beveridge,  John  L.     Mentioned 128,234 

Biddle,  Alexander.    Mentioned 599 

Biddle,  Chapman.     Mentioned 119 

Biddle,  George  H.     Mentioned 119 

Bid-well,  Daniel  D.    Mentioned 125 

Bigelow,  John.     Mentioned 129,607 

Biggs,  Herman.     Mentioned 494 

Biles,  EdvTin  R.     Mentioned - 122 

Binyou,  Thomas.     Mentioned 129 

Bird,  Captain.     Mentioned 660 

Birney,  David  B. 

CorreBpondence  with 

Carr,  Josept  B 429,431 

French,  William  H 434,499,502,503,506-508,516,522 

Ward,  J.  H.  Hobart: 436 

Mentioned 121,343,435-437,506,507,509,518,535,601 

Bimey,  James  G.     Mentioned 247 

Birney,  'William.     Mentioned 364,  563,611,612 

Bispham,  'William  N.    Meutioued , 585 

Black,  JohnL.    Mentioned  ...^ 686,  708,902 

Black,  Mablon.    Mentioned 120 

Blacknall,  C.  C.    Mentioned 900 

Blaisdell,  'William.    Mentioned 602 

Blake,  George  A.  H.     Mentioned 247 

Blake,  John  A.    Mentioned X42 

Blakeslee,  Erastus.    Mentioned ^ : 139,615 

Blanding,  Christopher.     Mentioned 146,240,623 

Blaney,  James 'V.  Z.    Mentioned 415 

Blazer,  Richard.    Mentioned 391 

Bliss,  Stoughton.'    Mentioned 587 

Blockade-Running.     Petition  from  citizens  of  Pasquotank  County,  N.  C,  for 

suiipression  of 597 

Blount,  Joseph  G.    Mentioned 687 

Blunt,  Mathew  M.    Mentioned I45 

Board,  F.  H.    Mentioned 684  899 

Bodine,  Robert  L.    Mentioned 122  602 

Boggs,  Francis  J.     Mentioned 689,906 

BoUnger,  Henry  C.    Mentioned ; 133,610 

Bolles,  John  A.     Mentioned 57  150 

Bombshell,  Steamer.     Mentioned ■. 289 

Bomford,  James 'V.     Mentioned.. -..^ €13 

Bonaparte,  Joseph.    Mentioned ■.-. 278 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.    Mentioned I3  278 

Boon,  HugbF.     Mentioned _       260 

Boone,  'William  M.    For  cprrespondenc?  fis  A,  4,  G.,  see  Jereminl\,  C,  Sullivan. 
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Page. 
Booth,  D.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  T.  Nicholls , 880 

Mentioned 880 

Boothby,  Stephen.    Mentioned 606 

Boreman,  Arthur  I.    For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  West  Virginia,  Governor  of. 

Borrowe,  William.     Mentioned.'. 133,610 

Boteler,  A.  R.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 653 

Botsford,  James  L.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Eliakim  P.  Scammon. 

Bottles,  James  L.    Mentioned 796 

Bottom's  Bridge,  Va.    Expedition  from  Williamsburg  to,  and  skirmishes, 
Aug.  26-29, 1863.    Commnnications  from 

Jenkins,  Micah 678 

McKissick,  J.  6 677 

Boughton,  Horace.     Mentioned 126 

Bouny,  Gotthilf.     Mentioned 126 

Bowen,  Bd^T'ard  R.    Mentioned 601 

Bo^ren,  Emrin  A.    Mentioned 122,602 

Bowen,  H.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones . 801 

Mentioned 801,909 

Bowen,  Lot.     Mentioned 182,617 

Bowen,  R.  T.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  CiUzena  of. 

Bo'werman,  Richard  N.    Mentioned 119 

Bowie,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 783,905 

Bowles,  P.  D.    Mentioned 683 

Bowman,  Alexander  H.    Relieved  from  duty  as  Superintendent  of  U.  S.  Mili- 
tary Academy Ill 

Bown,  ■William  H.  H.    Mentioned 126 

Bowyer,  Henry  M.    Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 735, 744, 822, 875 

Bo^ryer,  Thomas  M. 

Correspoodence  with 

Brown,  W.  Le  Eoy 84S 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A '. 806 

Mentfoned 732 

Boyd,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 683,900 

Boyd,  ■WilliamH.    Mentioned 137,330,411,445,564,595,615 

Boykin,  E.  M.     Mentioned 837 

Boyle,  John  A.    Mentioned 127  , 

Boyle,  Peter  T.    Mentioned - 600 

Brabble,  Edmund  C.    Mentioned 683,900 

Bradley,  D.  F.    Mentioned 885 

Bradley,  Leman  W.    Mentioned  ...". 120,600 

Brady,  James.     Mentioned 598,607,624 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 738 

Jones,  Samuel 799,807 

Mentioned 158, 173, 183, 184, 1 86-188, 193, 207, 220, 230, 268, 269, 276, 328, 

354, 358, 360, 371,  .373, 380, 489, 495, 533, 699, 701, 720, 721,  726, 730, 738, 742- 
744, 746, 749, 753, 754, 756, 758, 764, 766,  771,  808,  809,  853, 854, 859, 894, 930 

Bragg,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 119,  .599 

Bragg,  'William  P.     Mentioned 135,612 

Branch,  James  R.     Mentioned 689,851,895,906 

Pranch,  Lawrence  O'B-    Mentioned ,..........,,, ^ 
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Brander,  Thomas  A.    Mentioned 688,903 

Brandon,  W.  L.     Mentioned 682 

Bratton,  John.     Mentioned 689 

Brazton,  C.  M.     Mentioned 840,841 

Breathed,  James.     Mentioned 687,841,842,904 

Breck,  George.     Mentioned ; 120 

Breitenback,  John  R.     Mentioned 120 

Brenizer,  A.  G.     Mentioned 740 

Brenning,  George.    Mentioned 145 

Brewer,  Melvin.     Mentioned 471 

Brewster,  'WiUiam  R.  .Mentioned 122,499,602 

Bridgford,  D.  B.    Mentioned 899 

Briggs,  Henry  S. 

Assignment  to  command 92 

Mentioned 73,88,92,103,119,332,610 

Briggs,  Smith,  Steamer.     Mentioned 353 

Bright,  Daniel.     Mentioned 883 

Brightly,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 622 

Biiner,  William.     Mentioned 13;!^  610 

Brinton,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 118 

Biisbin,  James  S.     Mentioned 128 

Briscoe,  James  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  B.  Birney. 
Bristoe,  Va.,  Campaign,  Oct  9-22,  1863.     Communications  from 

Carrington,  Edward 270 

Corcoran,  Michael , 350,363,369 

Fergnson, 271 

French,  William  H 281-284,326,327,333,3:34,336,918 

Gibbs,  Alfred ,.. , 34- 

Graham,  Michael 319 

Hynes,  Dennis  J 269 

Jones,  Samuel ygg 

Kilpatrick,  Jndson 269  270 

King,  Rufus '_ 3j7 

Lee,  Robert  E .__.  794  qqq 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,jr 35O 

Meade,  George  G 268,272-276,278-286, 

290-298, 300, 302-305,  313, 314,  324-326, 329,  333-336, 340-348,  354-358, 361 

Mott,  Gershom 327  335 

Newton,  John 270,  271,  273,  275,  343,355 

Nolan,  Nicholas 280,281,283 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 1 335,341,346 

Pleasonton,  Alfred -. 268,286,3:34,340,348,349 

Prince,  Henry 333,339 

Sedgwick,  John 286  291 

Sykes,  George 284,295,297,  303,  3i:!,  314,  32.3,  341,  346,  347,'  923 

Taylor,  Peter  A 3g2 

War  Department,  C.  S 79O 

Warren,  Gonverneur  K 327-329, 348, 354, 359, 918, 919, 921 

Williams,  Seth ;jgg 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  Quartermaster  at.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 875 

Broady,  K.  Oscar.    Mentioned ■-.  ..  120 

Brockenbrough,  J.  B.     Menfloued 840  841 

Brockenbrough,  J.  M.     Mentioned g85  901 

Brockman,  B.  T.     Mentioned 686  901 

Brockway,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 601 
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Brooke,  James  V.    Mentioned 688 

Brooke,  John  R.     Mentioned 120 

Brooker,  Albert  F.    Mentioned 129,607 

Brooker,  John  K.     Mentioned 136 

Brooks,  George  W.     Mentioned 597 

Brooks,  Horace.     Mentioned 239,405,523.610 

Brooks,  vrmiam  T.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 21,22 

War  Department,  U.  S 457 

Mentioned 26,137,138,617 

Bro'«7n,  G.  H.     Mentioned 630 

Brown,  H.  A.     Mentioned 899 

Brown,  Harvey.     Mentioned 146,622 

Brown,  Henry  TV.     Mentioned  124 

Brow^n,  Jack.     Mentioned 683 

Brown.  James  M.     Mentioned 29,138,618 

Brown,  J.  N.     Mentioned 901 

Brown,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 711 

Brown,  J.  Thompson.     Mentioned 637, 688, 840-842, 903 

Brown,  Ridgely.     Mentioned 686,708,902,905 

Brown,  Robert.    Mentioned 600 

Brown,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 782 

Brown,  William  R.     (168th  New  York.)    Mentioned 126 

Brown,  ■William R.     (13th  West  Virginia.)    Mentioned 139,616 

Brown,  W.  Le  Roy.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  M.  Bowyer 843 

Browne,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 663, 801, 874, 878, 879, 881, 891 

Mentioned 664,813,908 

Browne,  William  M.     Mentioned 886,887 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  Jefferson  Davis. 

Brownley,  James  W.     Mentioned 57 

Bruce,  John  M.     Mentioned 134, 568, 611 

Bruce,  Robert.     Mentioned 140 

Bruen,  Luther  B.     Mentioned 123,145,603 

Brunson,  Brvin  B.     Mentioned 688,903 

Bryan,  C.  A.     Mentioned 885 

Bryan.  Goode. 

Assignment  to  command 701 

Mentioned 682,702,708 

Bryan,  James  G.    Mentioned 289,290 

Bryan,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 813,909 

Bryan,  Timothy  M.,  jr.     Mentioned 606 

Bryan,  William  E.     Mentioned 604 

Bryant,  Montgomery.    Mentioned 123,145 

Brydolf,  Fabian.     Mentioned 608 

Buck,  Samuel  L.     Mentioned 124 

Bncklin,  James  T.  P.    Mentioned 619 

Bucklyn,  John  E.    Mentioned 123,603 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

Correspondence  with  * 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.  A 662 

Jones,  Samuel  662 

Mentioned 662,668,721,742,743,771,807,813,894 
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Buffalo,  N.  7.     Defense  of.    Commnnications  from  John  A.  Dix 457,458 

Buffum,  Martin  P.    Mentioned , 142 

Buford,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Devin,  Thomas  C 6 

Merritt,  Wesley 424 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 6,20,151, 

234,  334,  340,  .385, 389, 390, 392, 395, 400, 407, 425, 430, 432,445, 446, 461, 926 

Mentioned 18,19, 

24,  25,  34,  51,92,103,106,108,112,128,201,224,241,243,248,268,271-274, 
280,  293, 295-299,  30,'.,  307, 314, 325, 328, 329,  :»4, 340, 349, 350, 379, 382, 386, 
388-390,  392,  393, 396, 403, 405, 426, 428, 438, 441, 442, 446,  459-461, 481-,  742 

Bukey,  Van  H.    Mentioned 616 

Bulger,  M.  J.    Mentioned 683 

Bull,  James  M.    Mentioned 121 

Bullto'wn,  'W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  13,  1863.    Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W 309 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 331 

Buhner,  George  A.    Mentioned 145 

Burbank,  Sidney.    Mentioned 118,123,603 

Burcbfield,  James  P.    Correspondence  with  Dr. 578 

Burke,  Denis  F.    Mentioned 120 

Burke,  Martin.    Mentioned 146,622 

Burke's  Station,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at.   Correspondence  with  Michael 

Corcoran 566 

Burling,  George  C.    Mentioned 122 

Burnett,  William  M.    Mentioned 143 

Burnbam,  Horace  B.    Mentioned 122 

Bumham,  John  H.    Mentioned 142,619 

Burns,  Michael  W.    Mentioned 602 

Burnside,  Ambrose  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 10,16,26,185,193 

Cox,  Jacob  D 182 

Mentioned 16,158,185-187,192,202,221,251,277, 

456, 489, 495, 662, 706, 720, 721, 726,  730, 743, 756. 759, 792.  793, 799, 810. 859 

Burroughs,  B.    Mentioned 818,882 

Burroughs,  William  H.    Mentioned  ..' 813,909 

Burt,  BdnTin.     Mentioned 121 

Burt,  Mason  W.    Mentioned 603 

Burton,  John  E.     Mentioned 607 

BuBCbbeck,  Adolphus.    Mentioned 126 

Butler,  Benjamin  C.    Mentioned 118 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

Assignment  to  command 397 

Assumes  command  of  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 447 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 584 

Army  Headquarters ,563 

Barnes,  James 564,581 

Getty,  George  W.... 453,543,569,572,576,581 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .' 511 

Peck,  John  J 455,456,561 

War  Department,  U.  S 533, 537, 554, 563, 571,  .580,  !)81, 589. 595 

Wistar,  Isaac  J 475, 562, 566!  568 
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Butler,  Benjamin  F.— Coutinued. 

Mentioned 397,412,446,447,457, 

470, 494, 524, 542, 584, 597, 618, 846, 849,  850, 856, 872,  873, 882, 884, 892, 893 

Staff.     Announceaients  of 447,458,494,550 

Butler,  JohnH.     Mentioned 129 

Butler,  Matthew  C.    Mentioned 686,707,788,863 

Butt,  Edgar  M.     Mentioned 683 

Byrnes,  Richard.     Mentioned 600 

Cabell,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 637,687,716,780,781,811,840,904 

Cabell,  J.  R.    Mentioned 906 

Cabot,  Stephen.    Mentioned , 146,623 

Cadwalader,  George.     Mentioned 29, 135, 136, 455, 612, 613 

Cady,  A.  Lester.     Mentioned 143,621 

Caldwell,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  George  6.  Meade 280 

Mentioned 120,546,600 

Calef,  John  H.     Mentioned 607 

Callavray,  Morgan.     Mentioned 904 

Calloway,  William  G.     Correspondence  with 

Ewell,  Richard  S 257 

Lee,  Robert  E 258,259 

Camp,  Norman  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  Newton 526-528 

Mentioned 109,258,261,266,271,514 

Campbell,  Mrs.    Mentioned 174 

Campbell,  J.  A.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 695 

For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Secretary  of  War,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Campbell,  Jacob  M.     Mentioned 30, 138, 140, 150, 166, 240, 264, 614, 616 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 307,318,329,338 

War  Department,  U.  S 155,307 

Mentioned 52,54,144,145,155,167.169,240,443.482 

Relieved  from  command  of  city  and  harbor  of  Nuw  York 443 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  V.  S. 

Candy,  Charles.    Mentioned 127 

Cannon,  William.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Delaware,  Governor  of. 

Cantador,  Lorenz.    Mentioued 126 

Cape  Fear  and  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  District  of. 

Conlederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Sept.  30,  1863 - '--...      765 

Oct.  31,  1863 814 

Nov.  30,  1863 857 

Whiting,  William  H.  C,  assigned  to  command  of  the 752 

Caperton,  a.  T.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones r- 851 

Cardner,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 35 

Carlin,  John.    Mentioned 140,616 

Carlton,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 667,904 

Carman,  Ezra  A.     Mentioned  127 

Carpenter,  John  C.    Mentioned 688,902 

Carr,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 608 

Carr,  Joseph  B.  • 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B 429,431 

French,  William  H 497,499,502,505,506,512,527,530 

Mentioned 122, 436, 497, 502, 503, 507, 509, 515, 516, 520, 535, 602 
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Carrington,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  John  Newton 270 

Mentioned 270 

Carrington,  James  McD.    Mentioned 68a,  903 

Carroll,  Edward.    Mentioned 124,604 

Carroll,  Samuel  S.    Mentioned 601,933 

Carson,  John  M.    Mentioned 132,608 

Carter,  James  E.    Mentioned 730, 7.38, 743, 813, 909 

Carter,  John  W.    Mentioned 682 

Carter,  R.'W.     Mentioned 569,686,708,902 

Carter,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 637,688,840-842,902 

Carter,  William  P.    Mentioned 688,902 

Cartright,  Benoni.    Mentioned 598 

Carver,  Lorenzo  D.    Mentioned 121 

Gary,  N.  R.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Casey,  Silas.    Mentioned 28,132,405,523,609 

Caskie,  William  H.    Mentioned 687 

Cassels,  John.     Mentioned 550 

Cassin,  Walter  L.    Mentioned 118 

Castle,  Davis  E. 

Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 215, 218, 225, 263, 542, 545, 549, 916 

Mentioned 21.5,218,249,546 

Castleman,  Edvrard  P.    Mentioned 653,654 

Casualties  in  Action.     See  Confederate  Troops  and  dnion  Troops. 

Catlin,  Theodore  B.    Mentioned 604 

Cauret,  Edward  C.    Mentioned 121 

Cavada,  Adolph  F.    Mentioned 491 

Cavalry  Corps.    See  Potomac,  Army  of  the. 

Cavins,  Elijah  H.  C.    Mentioned 121  145 

Centreville  and  Warrenton,  Va.    Skirmish  between,  Sept.  22,  1863.     Com- 
munication from  Alfred  Gibbs 221 

Chamberlain,  Abial  G.    Mentioned 619 

Chamberlain,  Joshua  L.    Mentioned , 123  917 

Chamberlain,  Thomas.    Mentioned '. 119 

Chambers,  J.  G.    Mentioned 534 

ChambliSB,  John  R.,  jr.     Mentioned 382,686,708  902 

Chandler,  Charles  G.    Mentioned 602 

Chapin,  Gurden.    Mentioned ; 0.^2 

Chaplin,  Daniel.    Mentioned 132  609 

Chapman,  AlfordB.     Mentioned 120^600 

Chapman,  George  B.    Mentioned 813  909 

Chapman,  George  H.    Mentioned 128,234,400,445 

Chapman,  Justin  H.    Mentioued 146 

Charlestown,  W.  Va.    Attack  on,  and  skirmishes  on  road  to  Berryville,  Va., 
Oct.  18,  1863.     Commnnicatlons  from 

Army  Headquarters 345,346,350,396 

Garrett,  John  W 35I 

KeUey,  Benjamin  P 352 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 350-352 

Chase,  Salmon  P.     Mentioned 1(;3 

Cheek,  W.  H.    Mentioned 902 

Chenoweth,  J.  T.     Mentioned 721  §13 

Chesebrough,  William  H.     Fox  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Sohei-t  C. 
Schenck. 
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Chesro-w,  James  Y.    Mentioned 616 

Chester,  A. 

Correspondence  with  Wai- Deiiartment,  U.  S 468 

Mentioned 4gg 

Chester, 'William  H.     Mentioned , 245 

Chestney,  T.  O.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Arnold  Elzey. 

Chew,  R.  Preston.    Mentioned 687,841,842,904 

Chevir,  R.  S.     Mentioned 908 

Chew,  Walter  S.    Mentioned 902 

Chickamauga,  Term.    Battle  of,  Sept.  19-20,  1863. 
Cominnnications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 738 

Davis,  Jefferson 738 

Congratnlatory  Orders.     Lee 74(5 

Chilton,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 816 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee. 
Chowan  River,  N.  C.     Expedition  up  the,  Nov.  4-9,1863.     Communications 
from 

Griffin,  Joel  E '. 827,829 

Hinton,  James  W 827 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 831 

Pickett,  George  E 827-829,833 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 827, 8'28 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 828 

Christian,  W.  S.     Mentioned 685,901 

Church,  William.    Mentioned 146 

Churchill,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 29 

Claassen,  Peter  J.    Mentioned 100,143,621 

Claiborne,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 674,699 

Mentioned 813,909 

Claiborne,  William  C.     Mentioned 676,692 

Clancy,  James  T.     Mentioned 137 

Clark,  .     Mentioned 31 

Clark,  A.  Judson.     Mentioned 123,603 

Clark,  ElaH.     Mentioned 124,604 

Clark,  Gideon.     Mentioned 604 

Clark,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned ;..  — 544 

Clark,  William  H.     Mentioned 597 

Clarke,  B.  Y.    Mentioned 813 

Clarke,  George  J.    Mentioned 248 

Clarke,  HaswellC.    Mentioned 447,495 

Clarke,  J.  Lyle.    Mentioned 813,908 

Clarke,  John  J.     Mentioned 766 

Clarke,  Robert.    Mentioned 129 

Clarke,  William  J.    Mentioned 689,907 

Clay,  H.  L.     Mentioned 634 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office. 
C.  S.  A. 

Clayton,  Theodore.    Mentioned 135,611 

Claytor,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 783 

Clement,  Oscar  H.     Mentioned 121 

Clements, .     Mentioned 173,184 

Clendenin,  David  R.     Mentioned 606 


982  INDEX. 

Page. 

Cline,  Milton  W.     Mentioned 3,512 

CUngman,  Thomas  L. 

CorreBpondence  with  William  H.  G.  Whiting 761 

Mentioned 373, 704, 761-763, 775, 776, 853, 856, 860, 893, 906 

Clinton,  William.     Mentioned 123,145,622 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.     See  Munilions  of  War. 
Clowdsley,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  George  D.  Wells 915 

Mentioned 922 

Clum,  Henry  R.    Mentioned 618 

Coates,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 120,145 

Cobb,  C.  L.    Mentioned 597,598 

Cobb,  Hovrell.    Mentioned 775 

Cobb,  Norvell.    Mentioned 684,899 

Cobham,  George  A.,  jr.     Mentioned 5,127 

Cochran,  James.    Mentioned 813 

Cogs'well,  Milton.     Mentioned 622 

Cogswell,  William.     (Captain.)    Mentioned. 495 

Cogswell,  William      (Colonel.)    Mentioned 127,145 

Cohen,  Andrew  J.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  PJeasonton. 
Cohen,  Michael. 

Mentioned 70,93 

Statement  of  affairs  in  North  Carolina 71 

Coit,  James  C.    Mentioned 906 

Cole,  A.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Elzey,  Arnold 657,658 

Pendleton,  William  N 697 

Quartermaster-Gener.al'8  Office,  C.  S.  A' 655, 657, 714, 715 

War  Department,  C.  S 658 

Mentioned 656-658,715 

Cole,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 139,351,615,917 

Coleman,  Henry  Eaton.     Mentioned 683,900 

Coleman,  I.  D.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 562 

Coleman.  Wiley  G.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Colgrove,  Silas.    Mentioned 127,145 

Collier,  Frederick  H.     Mentioned 125 

Collins,  Daniel.     Mentioned '. 55-58 

ColUs,  Charles  H.T.     Mentioned. 121,601 

Colquitt,  Alfred  H.     Mentioned 373,628,629 

Comegys,  William  H.     Mentioned 611,612 

Comfort,  Samuel,  jr.    Mentioned 136,613 

Comly,  James  M. 

Correspondeuce  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley 556 

Mentioned 139,556 

Conduct  of  the  War.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 186,206,396 

Boteler,  A.  E 653 

Davis,  Jefferson  ...-. 725 

Delaware,  Governor  of 450 

Fo.ster,  John  G 320,331 

Lee,  EohertE 730,771,819,853,858 

Lincoln,  Abraham 187,207 

Longstreet,  James 693,699 
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Conduct  of  the  'War — Continued.    Communications  from 

Meade,  George  G 63 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 654 

Peck,  John  J 192 

Pickett,  George  E 872 

War  Department,  U.  S 312,321 

See  also  ordert  of  Negley,  p.  37;  Schenck,  p.  449;  Naglee  to  Foster,  p.  36. 

Cone,  A.  F.    Mentioned 784 

Confederate  Troops. 
Mentioned. 

CAvsLlcy— Regiments :  7th,  99, 691. 692, 765, 774, 776, 777, 851, 876, 895, 906, 

907. 
Engineers— /Je^/menfe :  1st,  864;  2d,  814;  3d,  813,908,909. 
For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Cape  Fear  and  Defenses  of  Wilmington,  District  of 765, 814, 857 

North  Carolina,  Department  of 639, 691, 692, 737, 765, 851, 906, 907 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of 636-638, 

659, 681-689, 707-709, 737, 741, 764, 811, 866, 884, 898-904 

Richmond,  Department  of 638,689-691,764,783,811,856,904,905 

Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Army  of 812,813, a57, 908, 909 

Wilmington,  Defenses  of 907 

Becrnitment,  organization,  etc.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OfBee,  C.  S.  A .'" 645 

Lee,  Robert  E  1 853 

See  also  respective  States. 

Conger,  Everton  J.    Mentioned 608 

Conger,  Seymour  B.    Mentioned 128,606 

Congress,  C.  S.    Resolutions  of  thanks  to  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  the  officers 

and  soldiers  under  his  command 911 

Congress,  C.  S.,  Florida  Delegation  in.    Correspondence  vrith  W,  K.  Part- 
ridge et  al 884 

Congress,  C.  S.,  Texas   Delegation  in.     Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Rob- 
ertson       869 

Conine,  James  W.    Mentioned 619 

Conley,  Isaiah.    Mentioned 621 

Connally,  John  K.    Mentioned 685,901 

Connecticut  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Qea,Yj— Regiments :  1st,  133,  609;  1st  (^Batteries),  B.M,  129, 130, 

607  ;  2d,  133,  609. 
Artillery,  Light— *arter/es ;  2d,  94,  115, 145, 156, 164,  608. 
Ca.Ya.]iy— Regiments:  1st,  139,568,611,  615. 

Infantry— ffej/menfe :  5th,  127;  8th,  142,619;  11th,  142,620;  14th,  121, 
601;  15th,  16th,  142,  619;  17th,  20;  18th,  141,615;  20th,  127;  21st, 
142. 322, 620. 

Conner,  Edward  J.    Mentioned 623 

Conner,  Freeman.    Mentioned 123,603 

Conner,  Samuel.    Mentioned 603 

Conrad,  R.  T.    Mentioned '^^ 

Converse,  Joseph  H.    Mentioned 620 

Convoy,  Steamer.    Mentioned I ^^ ' 

Cook,  A.  F.    Mentioned ^^ 

Cook,  John  E.    Mentioned 119,599 

Cook,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned ^^ 
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Cook,  Philip.    Mentioned 683,900 

Cook,  Roger  E.    Meutioued 139,615 

Cooke,  Edwin  P.    Mentioned 43,45 

Cooke,  Giles  B.    For  correspondence  ns  A.  A.  and  I.  G.,  see  Samuel  Jonea. 

Cooke,  John  R.    Mentioned 3,4, 

105, 15W,  160, 244, 638, 641, 699,  709, 727, 731, 737, 738, 748, 753, 764, 781, 901 

Coons,  John.     Mentioned 601 

Cooper,  Predeiick.    Mentioned 128 

Cooper,  James  H.     Mentioned 120,600 

Cooper,  John  A.    Mentioned 899 

Cooper,  Raleigh  L.    Mentioned 905 

Cooper,  Samuel.    Mentioned 626, 

631, 647, 662, 664, 721,  732, 738, 771, 810,  812, 845, 880, 886 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Coppens,  A.     Mentioned 906 

Corcoran,  Michael. 
CorreBpondence  with 

Augnr,  Christopher  C 350,363,  369,380,  566 

Bnrko's  Station,  Commanding  Officer  at 566 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,jr 350,471 

Meade,  George  G 344 

Mentioned 133,344,405,523 

Corley,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 62 

Mentioned 20,625,666,784,785,832,866 

Corning,  Clarence  H.    Mentioned 622 

Cornog,  George  T. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Getty 453 

Mentioned 453 

Corns,  James  M.     Mentioned 813 

Cornwell,  Russell  H.    Mentioned 621 

Corse,  Montgomery  D.    Mentioned 251,  682,  728,  729,7.36,738, 

741,  750,  753,  756,  758,  765,  788-790,  812,  817,  847,  857,  874,  675,877,908 
Corts,  George  P.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Alexander  Hays. 
Couch,  Darius  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  OfBce,  U.S.  A 451 

Army  Headquarters 166,  317, 318, 330, 336, 350,  358, 360,  443, 450,  476 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F : 595 

Sigel,  Franz 455 

Mentioned 29,135,  136,357,612,613 

Coughlin,  John.    Mentioned 619 

Coulter,  Richard.    Mentioned 119 

Counselman,  Jacob  H.    Mentioned 129 

Covode,  George  H.    Mentioned 606 

Cowan,  Andrew.    Mentioned 125,605 

Cowan,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 728 

Coward,  A.    Mentioned 669 

Cowper,  L.  C.  P.    Mentioned , 54,55,57 

Coz,  Jacob  D. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 182 

Mentioned 457 

Cox,  WUliam  R.    Mentioned 683,900 

C.P.Smith,  Steamer.    Mentioned 94 
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Craig,  Calvin  A.    Mentioned 121,001 

Craig,  John.    Mentioned 127 

Craig,  John  N.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  J.  Hunt. 

Crandell,  Levin.     Mentioned 121, 601 

Crane,  Joseph.     Mentioned 369 

Crane,  Nirom  M.     Mentioned 127 

Crawford,  John  H.     Mentioned 114 

Crawford,  Samuel  'W. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 12,18 

Sykes,  George 513,514 

Mentioned 124,293,583,584,604 

Creecy,  Richard  B.    Mentioned 597 

Creighton,  'WiUiain  R.    Mentioned 127,145 

Crocker,  'Williani  H.     Mentioned 246 

Crockett,  R.,  et  al.     Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 767 

Crook,  G-eorge. 

Assignment  to  command 72 

Mentioned 72 

Crooked  Run,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  18,  1863.     Commuuioatiou  from  Gouv- 

ernenr  K.  Warren 204 

Crookstou,  Absalom.    Mentioned 607 

Cross,  HdTxrard  E.     Mentioned 160 

Cross,  Nelson.     Mentioned 605 

Crossley,  Thomas.    Mentioned 135 

Crowley,  J.  M.     Mentioned 880 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.     Mentioned 606 

Crowninshield,  Casper.     Mentioned 134,610 

Crutchfield,  S.     Mentioned 636,681,688,840 

CiUlen,  Edgar  M.     Mentioned 101, 143,620 

Cullum,  George  W. 

Assigned  to  duty  on  Board  of  Engineers Ill 

Mentioned 111,443 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Cumberland,  U.S.  S.     Mentioned 635 

Cumberland,  Army  of  the.     Ee-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarteis 185 

Howell,  A •. 759 

Lee,  Robert  E 753,754,756,757,766,769 

Cummiugs,  Emory.    Mentioned 143,  621 

Cummings,  J.  Frank.     Mentioned 620 

Cummings,  Thomas.     Mentioned 120 

Cummins,  Francis  M.    Mentioned 121,601 

Ciuningham,  George  A.    Mentioned 765,814,907 

Cunningham,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 120,600 

Cunningham,  James  A.     Mentioned 123 

Cunningham,  Oliver  C.    Mentioned 136 

Cunningham,  Patrick. 

Mentioned 360 

Statement  of  affairs  in  Virginia 260 

Ciirrituck,  Steamer.     Mentioned 48 

Curry,  ■WilliamL.     Mentioned 120,600 

Curtis,  Sylvanus 'Vy.     Mentioned 121,145 

Curtis,  'William  B.     Mentioned 140,615 
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Gushing,  Alonzo  H.    Mentioued 160,444 

Custer,  George  A. 

Correspoudeuce  with 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 75, 270 

Mann,  William  D 43 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 38, 448, 462, 474,  475, 487, 542, 545, 546, 930 

Sawyer,  Edward  B 5 

Mentioned 39, 43, 61, 63, 75, 84, 128, 448, 459, 462, 539, 544, 547, 554, 555, 606, 931 

Custis,  George  Washington.    Mentioned 158 

Cutler,  Lysander. 

Correspondence  with  John  Newton 266,269,521 

Mentioned 119,266,505,520,599 

Cutshaw,  Wilfred  E.     Mentioned 841 

Cutts,  A.  S.    Mentioned 638,689,840-842,903 

Cutts,  Richard  D.     Mentioned 333 

C.  'W.  Thomas,  Steamer.    Mentioned 101,228 

Dabinett,  John.    Mentioned 140,616 

Daggett,  Aaron  S.     Mentioned -... 604 

Dahlgreu,  John  A.    Mentioned ^ 887,888 

Dake,  Cra-vrley  P.    Mentioned 128 

Dale,  Richard  C.    Mentioned 29,138 

Dana,  Edmund  L.    Mentioned 119 

Dance,  Willis  J.    Mentioned 688,903 

Dandridge,  E.  P.    Mentioned 863 

Daniel,  Jabez  J.    Mentioned 129 

Daniel,  Junius.     Mentioned 476,6*3,753,900 

Danks,  John  A.    Mentioned 121,601 

Darden,  J.  D.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  E.  Pichett. 

Dare,  George.    Mentioned .' 124,604 

Darling,  George  W.    Mentioned 483 

Darlington,  William  B.    Mentioned 5,128,221 

Darr.  Francis.    Mentioned 49 

Dashiel,  George  W.  F.    Mentioned 597 

Davant,  P.  E.    Mentioned 682 

Davenport,  Henry  K.    Mentioned 100,244,374 

Davidson,  Alexander.    Mentioned 606 

Davidson,  George  S.    Mentioned 813,909 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr. 
Correspondence  with 

Harhans,  Otto 451 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 259,269,270,441,453 

Town,  Charles  H 471 

Mentioned 35,128,380,454,462,606 

Davis,  Edwin  P.    Mentioned 132,608 

Davis,  Frank  A.     Mentioned 146 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 893 

Bragg,  Braxton  738 

Jones,  Samuel 727,738,764 

Lee,  Robert  E ....  639, 649, 660, 664,700. 702, 706, 708, 710, 711, 719. 720, 725, 727, 
730, 731, 736, 738, 742, 752, 753, 756, 757, 766, 769,  771, 832, 846, 853, 858. 861 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 710 

Pierce,  W-W 710 
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Davis,  Jefierson — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Virginia^  Citizens  of 707 

War  Department,  C.  S 672, 679, 695, 704, 717, 740, 762, 767, 768, 790 

Whiting,  William  H.C 766,828,881,886,887 

Mentioned 3, 4, 268, 269, 328, 371, 628, 629, 642, 644, 646, 670, 671, 676,  695,  697, 

700, 703, 704, 755, 76 1 ,  774, 779, 786, 806, 866, 868, 870, 881, 888, 893,  910,  91 1 

Davis,  J.  Lucius.     Mentioned... 686,708,902 

Davis,  John  S.    Mentioned 133 

Davis,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 660,661,  685,  867,  868,901 

Davis,  Phineas  A.    Mentioned 145 

Davis,  Phineas  S.    Mentioned 119 

Davis,  Roberts.     Mentioned 447,495 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Davis,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 121 

Da-wson, .     Mentioned 47 

Dav7son,  Anderson.    Mentioned 615 

Day,  Hannibal.    Mentioned  145,622 

Dearing,  James.     Mentioned 637, 687, 765, 840-842, 851, 876, 881, 896, 906 

De  Blanc,  Alcibiades.     Mentioned 684 

De  Bordenave,  P.    Correspondence  with  George  E.  Pickett 884 

De  Courcey  [?] .     Mentioned 927 

Deems,  James  M.     Mentioned. 128 

Deens,  James  L.     Mentioned 29,138,617 

Defenses  of  'Washington.     See  TFaahington,  Defenses  of: 

De  Forest,  Jacob  J.    Mentioned 144,  367,620 

Delaware,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 416,483 

Delavrare,  Fort.     See  Fort  Delaware. 
Delav^are  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Batter/es ;  Ahl'a,  135,612. 

Artillery,  Light— Batter/es ;  1st,  94,  145,  156, 167,  608  ;  Crossley's,  135. 

Cavalry— Regiments :    Ist,  134,  568,  611. 

Infantry— «e^/me/ife  :  1st,  121,601  ;  2d,  120,600;  3d,  135,568,611,612;  4th, 
133,255,470,523,610;  6th,  135. 

Delony,  WUliam  G.     Mentioned 743 

Dement,  William  F.     Mentioned 688,902 

Deming,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 134,610 

Denison,  Andrew  W.     Mentioned 119 

Dennison,  'William  N.     Mentioned 607 

Dent,  Frederick  T.     Mentioned 123, 1-15 

De  Rosset, 'William  L.    Mentioned 684,728 

Derrick,  Clcirence. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .-  -  -  -      663 

Mentioned 664,813,909 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A. 

Correspondence  with 

AUcock,  Thomas ." 69.109 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 26,69 

Mentioned 28,133,394,405,443,523,609 

Deserters.     Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 649,692,806,820,844 

Lincoln,  Abraham 102 

Meade,  G«orge  6 102 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 676 

Desbler,  James.    Mentioned 743, 771 
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De  Trobriaad,  P.  Regis.     Mentioned 122 

Devereux,  Arthur  F.     Mentioned 600 

Devereuz,  John  H.    Mentioned 255,591 

Devin,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Baford,  John 5 

Pleaaonton,  Alfred , 378 

Mentioned 20, 24, 32, 35, 41, 128, 152, 377-379, 389, 403, 445, 446,  538, 926 

Deyerle,  A.  J.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizena  of. 

Dibble, .     Correspondence  with  John  J.Peck 452 

Dickenson,  Crispin.     Mentioned 813,909 

Dickey,  S.  M.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizena  of. 

Dilger,  Hubert.    Mentioned 126 

Dimick,  Justin.    Mentioned 146,240 

Dimick,  Justin  E.    Mentioned 245 

Dinsmore,  Richard.     Mentioned 248 

District  of  Columbia  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Ca,\a\iy— Companies :  Orton's,  12".    Regiments:  1st,  405,523,608. 

InfaDtiy— Regiments :  1st,  133, 610 ;  2d,  132, 610. 

Dittrick  [?], .    Mentioned 226 

Diz,  Jolin  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 156,482 

New  York,  Governor  of 458 

War  Department,  U.-S 1.55,169,457 

Mentioned 54,06,144,145,240,394,457,533,622 

Dixon,  Charles  T.    Mentioned 599 

Dodamead,  Thomas.    Mentioned 712,725 

Doles,  George.    Mentioned 683,900 

Donald,  William  K     Mentioned 6e8,903 

Donalds,  Alfred  A.     Mentioned 246 

Donohoe,  Michael  T.    Mentioned 142 

Doster,  'William  E.     Mentioned 128 

Doubleday,  TTlysses.    Mentioned 107 

Douglass,  Charles.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Eckert 47 

Douglass,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 136 

Douthat,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 813,909 

Douthat,  R.  W.     Mentioned 763,905 

Dove,  Benjamin  M.    Mentioned 582 

Dove,  David.     Mentioned 616 

Dow,  Edwin  B.    Mentioned 129,607 

Downing,  Obadiah  J.    Mentioned 451 

Draper,  Alou^o  ('■    Mentioned 534,619 

Draper,  John  S.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizena  of. 

Drewry,  John  W.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

Duane,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Gillespie,  George  L 200 

Mackenzie,  Ranald  S 525 

Turnbnll,  Charles  N 492 

Mentioned.. 216,339,509 

Du  Bose,  D.  M.    Mentioned 683 

Dudley,  Alexander.    Mentioned 159 

Duff,  Levi  B.    Mentioned 601 
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rage. 
Duffie,  Alfred  N. 

Assignment  to  command 49 

Correspondence  with.Eliakim  P.  Scamraoa 360 

Mentioned  49, 290,  ;i8r),  4 15, 446,517, 614, 016, 751, 793 

Duke, .     Mentioned ,572 

Duke,  R.T.W.     Mentioned 690 

Dulany,  R.H.     Mentioned , 687,707,902 

Duncan,  Blanton.     Mentioned 715,716 

Duncan,  Samuel  A.    Mentioned 620 

Dungan,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 684,899 

Dunkelberger,  Isaac  R.    Mentioned 598 

Dunn,  D.  C,     Mentioned , 781 

Dunne,  John  P.     Mentioned 602 

DuPont,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 141,615 

Durham,  P.     Mentioned 769 

Durland,  Coe.     Mentioned 128,606 

Duryea,  Harmanus  B.    Mentioned 105 

Dushane,  Nathan  T.    Mentioned 119,599 

Dutton,  Arthur  H.     Mentioned 142,194,322,373,620 

Duval,  George  "W.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Duval,  Isaac  H.    Mentioned 616 

Duval,  T.R.     Mentioned 829 

Duvall,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  C.  Schenck 319 

Mentioned 228,310,319,611,612 

D'wight,  Augustus  W.     Mentioned 125,605 

Dwight,  Walton.    Mentioned 599 

Eager,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 600 

Early,  Jubal  A. 

Assignment  to  command - 876 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 209,266,759,858,889 

Mentioned 52,209,245,252,271,476,518,579, 

587, 590-595, 636, 681, 634, 720, 760, 781,  811, 859, 876, 890, 898,  899, 904, 925 
East,  DepEirtment  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.     Commnnication  from  John  A.  Dix 482 

Anderson,  Robert,  assigned  to  dnty  in 394 

Hays,  William,  assigned  to  duty  in 394 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863 :  Aug.  17,  64. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  12,  94  ;  No.  18,  156  ;  No.  20,  185. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  38,  104;  No.  40,  110;  No.  41,  114;  No. 
47,  150;  No.  51,  164. 

Rowley,  Thomas  A.,  assigned  to  dnty  in 322 

Stannard,  George  J.,  assigned  to  duty  in I64 

Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  23,  1863 94 

Aug.  31,  1863  144-146 

Sept.  30,1863 240 

Dec.  31,  1863 622,623 

Easterly,  George  B.    Mentioned 143,619 

East  Tennessee. 

Advance  of  Union  forces  into.    Communications  from 

Buckner,  Simon  B 662 

Jackson,  A.  E fiSO 

War  Department,  C.  S 681 
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East  Tennessee — Contiuaed. 

'  Movements  of  Union  troops  in.    Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 738 

Jones,  Samuel 721,722,730,735-737,786,792 

Operations  in,  Oct.  26-Nov.  11,  1863.     Communications  from 

Jones,  Samuel 803,809,810 

Lee,  Robert  E 815,831 

£ast  Tennessee,  Department  of.     Re-enforcements  for.    Communications 
from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OflSce,  C.  S.  A 662 

Jones,  Samuel -..      662 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S.l 662 

Eaton,  Hamilton.    Mentioned 138,617 

Eaton,  John  B.    Mentioned 136,613 

Ebbs,  John.    Mentioned —       620 

Echols,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 744, 

750, 751, 756, 775, 778. 785, 789, 791, 795, 79G,  799,  822, 834, 852, 856, 870, 891 

Mentioned 170, 385, 438, 581, 644, 744, 746, 747, 751, 785-787, 795- 

797,  812,813,817,821,  822,824-827,829,855,857,871,875,878,879,908,909 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.    Correspondence  with  Charles  Douglass 47 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Eddy,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 121 

Edgar,  George  M.    Mentioned 813,909 

Edgell,  Frederick  M.    Mentioned 129,603 

Edmonds,  E.  C.    Mentioned 682 

Edmondson,  James  K.    Mentioned 684 

Edmundson,  H.  A.    Mentioned 813 

Edwards,  Clark  S.     Mentioned 124 

Edwards,  Oliver.    Mentioned 605 

Egan,  John.     Mentioned 607 

Egan,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 122 

Ege,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 136,613 

Eggleston,  Rouse  S.    Mentioned 119 

Ehringbause,  John  C.    Mentioned 597 

Elder,  Samuel  S.     Mentioned 129,151 

Ella  May,  Steamer.    Mentioned 416 

Ellett,  Thomas.    Mentioned , 903 

Ellingwood,  Lyman  H.     Mentioned 120 

EUiott,  Robert  T.     Mentioned 123 

Elliott,  Thomas  H.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  W.  Geary. 

Elliott,  Washington  L.     Mentioned ,.  122,246 

Ellis,  Theodore  G.    Mentioned 121,601 

Ellison,  John  S.    Mentioned 621 

Ellmaker,  Peter  C.    Mentioned 125 

Elwell,  Andrew.    Mentioned 143,620 

Elzey,  Arnold. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 630 

Cole,  A.  H 657,658 

Huuton,  Eppa 871 

Jenkins,  Micah 625, 660,  fi69, 678 

Lee.  Robert  E 748,754,779,809 

Lee,  S.  S 674 
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Page. 
Elzey,  Arnold — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

McKissick,  J.  G 671 

Milligan,  James  F 787 

Page,  Powliatan  B 6'2fi 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 631 

Ehett,T.  S 641 

Stevens,  Walter  H 630 

War  Department,  C.  S 658,849 

Mentioned  . . .  373, 627, 630, 638, 655-658, 669, 677, 689, 783, 811, 849, 856, 871, 904, 905 

Embich,  John  B.     Mentioned 137 

Embry,  R.  C.     Mentioned 84 

Emrich,  John  P.     Mentioned 823 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 635 

Stevens,  Walter  H '. 626,627,646,719,728,749 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A - 864 

War  Department,  C.  S 646,729,802,898 

Ent,  ■Wellington  H.     Mentioned 124,004 

Epes,  Branch  J.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Esembauz,  Michael.    Mentioned 126 

Eshleman,  B.  F.     Mentioned 637,687,840,841 

Estes,  Levrellyn  G.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G. ,  see  Judaon  Kil2)atrick. 

Eustis,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 125,605 

Eutaw,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 367 

Evans,  Andre'wr  W.    Mentioned - 606 

Evans,  Clement  A.     Mentioned 684, 899 

Evans,  Stephen  B.     Mentioned 686,707,902 

Ewell,  Richard  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Calloway,  William  G 257 

Lee,  Robert  E 211,214,258,700 

Mentioned 3,  4 ,  68, 178, 179, 184, 186, 188, 201, 202, 245, 252, 269, 271, 

276, 279, 294, 304, 305, 319, 326, 332, 355, 356, 358, 370,  371, 373, 375-377, 384, 
392, 429, 430, 435, 476, 518, 546, 564, 593, 624, 636, 643, 659, 681, 683, 692, 693, 
706,  709,  737. 742, 745, 760, 764, 781, 783, 811, 842,  fc61,  SG6, 884, 898, 899, 924 

Ewing,  Charles.    Mentioned 124,604 

Ewing,  Chatham  T.    Mentioned 177,617 

Ewing,  John.     Mentioned 124 

Pagan,  Andrew.    Mentioned 132,608 

Pahkee,  Steamer.    Mentioned 322 

Pair,  Charles.    ( 147th  Pennsylvania. )    Mentioned 613 

Pair,  Charles.    (154th  Pennsylvania.)    Mentioned 136 

Pairfaz  County,  Va.     Contemplated  raid  into.     Communication  from  Job 

Hawxhurst ' 44 

Fairfax,  Raymond.    Mentioned 897 

Paiilamb,  George  A.    Mentioned 600 

Fairly,  S.  J. 

Correspondence  with  William  H,  C.  Whiting 632 

Mentioned ^32 

Faison,  Paul  F.     Mentioned 689,907 

Fardella,  Enrico.    Mentioned 143,621 

Faribault,  George  H.    Mentioned 685,901 

Famham,  Augustus  B.    Mentioned 119 
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Page. 

Pams'worth,  Elon  J.    Mentioned 154 

Famum,  J.  Egbert.     Mentioned 602 

.  Farquhar,  Francis  U.     Mentioned 495 

Farrar,  Tudson  S.     Mentioned 600 

Farron,  John,  Steamer.    Mentioned 289,416 

Fearing,  Isaiah.     Mentioned 597,598 

Fearing,  Joseph  T.    Mentioned  __ 612 

Feild,E.  M.     Mentioned 823 

Feilner,  John.     Mentioned 424 

Fello-ws,  John  P.    Mentioned 143,621 

Pello'ws,  Stark.    Mentioned 132 

Felton,  Samuel  M.    Correspondence  -with  War  Department,  U.  S 308 

Perebee,  Dennis  D.    Mentioned 686,707,902 

Ferguson,  Alonzo.    Mentioned 145,157 

Ferguson,  Colin  B.     Mentioned 256,533 

Ferguson,  James  D.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Fitzhngh  Lee. 
Ferguson,  Milton  J. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 6H0,  722, 732, 785, 787, 855 

Mentioned 722, 732, 746, 749, 750, 757, 775, 785, 796, 813, 824, 852, 856, 909 

Ferguson,  Raymond.    Mentioned 143 

Ferris,  Orris  S.     Mentioned 29,135,136,358,613 

Fickling,  "William  W.    Mentioned 687 

Field,  Charles  Ii.    Mentioned 91 

Fields,  William  J.     Mentioned 768 

Fiero,  Joshua,  jr.    Mentioned 156 

Finnicum,  Mark.    Mentioned 119,599 

Firey,  William.    Mentioned 140 

Fisher,  Isaac  B.     Mentioned 601 

Fisher,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 124,604 

Fitch,  Butler.     Mentioned 143,620 

Fitch,  William  T.    Mentioned 127, 145 

Fite,  John  A.    Mentioned 685,901 

Fitzgerald,  Louis.    Mentioned ■- 416 

Fitzhugh,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 129,605 

Fitzhugh,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 129,607 

Fitzpatrick,  Bdmund  H.    Mentioned 120 

Flagg,  Oliver  B.    Mentioned 622 

Flags  of  Truce.     Communication  from  George  G.  Meade 107 

Fleming,  James.    Mentioned 56 

Flemming.  James  A.    Mentioned 142 

Flesher,  William  H.    Mentioned 140 

Flood,  Hugh  C.     Mentioned 566,610 

Flora,  Steamer.    Mentioned 651,6.59 

Flora  Temple,  Steamer.    Mentioned 99 

Florida  Troops.    . 

Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments :  2d,  665,900;  5th,  518,685,900;  8th,  685,900. 

Recrnitment,  organization,  etc.     Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 885 

Partridge,  W.  K.,  etal 884 

Flowerree,  C.  C.    Mentioned 682,783,905 

Floyd- Jones,  De  Lancey.    Mentioned 146,240,623 

Flusser,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 64,71,164,165, 416, 4ri2, 456, 457 

Flynn,  John.    Mentioned 127 
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Page. 

Poerster,  Hermann.    Mentioned 126 

Folancy,  John.     Mentioned __ 102 

FoUett,  Frederick  M.    Mentioned 142  619 

Folsom,  RoberfW.    Mentioned 686  901 

Fontaine,  C.  R.    Mentioned 682  906 

Foote,  AndTe'w  H.    Mentioned 154 

Ford,  Captain,    Mentioned 50i 

Ford,  Samuel.    Mentioned 611 

Forney,  'William  H.    Mentioned 685  900 

Forno.Heury.    Mentioned 684  899 

Forsberg,  August.    Mentioned 813 

Forsyth,  Cliarles.     Mentioned 683  900 

Foss,  Charles  H.     Mentioned I44 

Foster,  Lientenant.    Mentioned 799 

Foster,  Amos  P.    Mentioned 457 

Foster,  Benjamin  B.    Mentioned 49 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  J.  Peek. 

Foster,  George  P.    Mentioned 125, 145,605 

Foster,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters..  23, 87, 88, 99, 101, 152, 153, 170, 183, 184, 199, 222,  223, 231, 
233, 243, 249, 267,  268,  277, 311, 312, 361. 365, 366, 369, 370, 373, 408, 412, 416 

Getty,  George  W 199,403 

Graham,  John  E 232 

Lee,  S.  Phillips 70,93,250,251,322,353,417 

Naglee,  Henry  M 36,55,88,91,100,104,107,183,198,235 

Palmer,  Inuis  N 35 

Peck,  John  J 47,63, 

64,81,100,  101,164,173,184,192,199,243,850,  287-289,  301,  352,  373,  416 

Schilling,  Franz  von  .• 228 

Stevenson,  JohnS 93 

War  Department,  TJ.  S 16, 54, 212, 230, 231, 312, 320, 321, 331 

Willard,  Charles  D 229 

Wistar,  Isaac  J 87,2.30,236,237,243,375 

Mentioned 30,  a-"),  141, 142, 158, 165,  171, 

235, 240, 244, 321, 367,  397-399, 406, 452, 455-457, 710, 788-791, 798,  809,  850 

Foster,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 625 

Fowler,  Edward  B.     Mentioned ., 599 

Foz,  Gustavus  V.    For  correspondence  as  Asst.   Secretary  of  the  Navy,  see 
Navy  Department,  V.  S. 

Foz,  Watson  A.    Mentioned 458 

Francine,  Louis  R.    Mentioned 246 

Prank,  Paul.    Mentioned 120,600 

Franklin,  Freeman  B.    Mentioned 139 

Franklin,  Walter  S.    Mentioned 146 

Franks,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned 623 

Fraser,  James  L.    For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  Samuel  Jones. 

Fraser,  John.     Mentioned 120,600 

Fraser,  John  C.     Mentioned , 687 

Prayser,  Richard  E.    Mentioned , 252 

Prazar,  Douglas.    Mentioned 134 

Frazier,  Steamer.    Mentioned 582 

Free,  Jared.    Mentioned 578,  579 

Free,  John  L.    Mentioned . . ....... ....... 579 
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Freeman,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 415 

French, .    Mentioned 101 

French,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 457 

French,  David  A.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

French,  E.W.    Mentioned 568 

French,  Frank  S.    Mentioned 121,607 

French,  S.  Bassett.    Correspondence  with  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A..      656 

French.  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 770,786 

French,  'William  H.     (Colonel.) 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 801 

Mentioned 751,813 

French,  William  H.    (General.) 
Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  Samuel 485 

Bimey,  David  B 434,499,502,503,506-508,516,522 

Carr,  Joseph  B 497, 499, 502, 505,  506,  .512,  527, 530 

Hall,  W.  C 442 

Meade,  George  G  . ..  176,  190, 197, 217,  245,  264, 279-284, 292,  299,  303,  304, 324- 
327, 329,  333, 334, 336, 339, 341, 343, 348, 356, 371, 372, 379, 382,  386-390, 393, 
397, 403, 417. 426, 430-433, 435-437, 439, 440, 442, 478, 479, 481,  484^86, 490- 
494,497-501,503-509,513-515,517-522,526-528,530,535,536,538,  918,  925 

Mott,  Gershom 327 

NorveU,  John  M 498 

Prince,  Henry 333,336,485,497,499,506,507,509,513,515,527 

Sedgwick,  John 500 

Smith,  Benjamin  P 386 

Warren,  Gronverneur  K 359,500 

Mentioned 5, 

21,28,47, 115, 118,  121,  130,  131,  148,  179,  191,  197,  239,  275,  280,286,287, 
300, 302, 304,  306,  313,  324, 325, 327, 349, 355, 356, 368, 372, 387, 390, 398, 405, 
425-432, 435, 438, 441-444,  480, 481, 489. 490, 492, 495, 497, 499, 513, 518, 520, 
525, 529, 531,  532,  535,  539, 540, 543, 575, 589, 598, 601, 624, 918, 919, 926, 927 

French,  'Winaor  B.    Mentioned 125,605 

Freadenberg,  Charles  O.    Mentioned 610 

Fribley,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 614 

Frink,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 136 

Frobel,  B.  W.    Correspondence  with  William  H.  C.  Whiting 705 

Frost,  Daniel.    Mentioned 141 

Prothingham,  J.  B.    Mentioned 414 

Fry,  Abraham.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Fry,  B.  D.    Mentioned 685,901 

Fry,  C.  "W.    Mentioned 688,902 

Fry,  James  B.    Mentioned 300,!J57 

For  correspondence,  see  Provosl-Marshal-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Fuger,  Frederick  A.    Mentioned 607 

Fuller,  George.    Mentioned 604 

Fuller,  NehemiahP.    Mentioned 621 

Fuller,  'William  D.     Mentioned 129 

Fulton,  Steamer.    Mentioned 483,484 

Fulton,  Charles  C.    Mentioned .• 153 

Funk,  John  H.  S.    Mentioned 684,899 

Funsten,  David.    Mentioned 682 

Funsten,  Oliver  H. 

Correspondence  with  J. E.B.Stuart 802 

Mentioned 687,708,902 
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Pmney,  Luther.    Mentioned ^*gl6 

Furst,  George.    Mentioned '......'....'....        132  615 

Callaway,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned ."!!!.."!!!.        901 

GalUgher,  James  A.    Mentioned ......!!.!..."  128 

Gait,  JohnM.     Mentioned ....!!...!..!!.". 912 

Gambee,  Charles  B.    Mentioned ..!...."......!!      126 

Gamble, 'WiUiam.    Mentioned gOg 

Gannon,  James.     Mentioned ggg 

Gansevoort,  Henry  S.    Mentioned , 610 

Gantt,  Henry.     Mentioned gg2 

Garber,  Asher  W.    Mentioned 688  903 

Garden,  HughR.     Mentioned 637  687,903 

Gardner,  David. 

CorreBpondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 552, 567, 588, 589 

Mentioned ggg 

Gardner,  Robert  D.    Mentioned 712  899 

Gardner,  Robert  S.    Mentioned 290 

Gardner,  'William  M. 

Assignment  to  command 775 

Mentioned _ 775 

Gamett,  John  J.    Mentioned 638,688,840,903 

Garrard,  Jeptha.    Mentioned 618 

Garrard,  Kenner. 

Mentioned 19,124,551 

Relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 551 

Garrett  [?], .    Mentioned .- 927 

Garrett,  John  W.     Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 308,337,351,359,362,591 

Quincy,  W.  C 337 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 337,351 

War  Department,  U.  S 308,337,338,351,591,594 

Garrett,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 683,900 

Garrett,  William  P.    Mentioned 610 

Gary,  M.  W.     Mentioned 689 

Gaskell,  WiUiam  Fenn.    Mentioned 615 

Gaston,  James  M.    Mentioned 349 

Gates,  Theodore  B.     Mentioned 118,598 

Gates,  WiUiam.     Mentioned , 146,240,623 

Gazzam,  Audley  W.    Mentioned 143 

Geary,  John  W. 

(Jorrespondence  with 

Greene,  George  S 4 

Slocnm,  Henry  W 77,151 

Mentioned 127 

General  Beny,  Steamer.     Mentioned 416 

General  HUl,  Steamer.    Mentioned 71 

General  Jesup,  Tug-boat.    Mentioned j 48,91 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  liight— Battalions :  Sumter  (Batteries),  A,  B,  C,  689,  903.    Bat- 
teries: Macon,  690,692,895,906;  Mmedge's,688,903;  Pulaski,  637, 687, 
904 ;  Troup,  637, 687, 904. 
Cavalry— flatta//o/is :  16th,  813, 824, 909 ;  20th,  863.     Regiments :  5th,  863 ; 
62d,*  99, 100, 403, 692, 776, 777, 834, 851, 876, 895, 906. 

•Company  H  served  as  artillery. 
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Georgia  Troops.    Mentioned — Continaed. 

Infantiy— Battalions :  2d,  685,  900;  3d,  Sharpshooters,  682;  10th,  403, 

690,  851, 906.     Regiments :  2d,  683 ;  3d,  685, 900 ;  4th,  683, 900 ;  7th,  8th, 

9th,  683;  10th,  682;  11th,  i683;  12th,  683,900;  13th,  684,  899;  14th, 

686,901;  15th,  683;  16th,  682;  17th,  683;  18th,  682;  20th,  683;  2lBt, 

683,  900;  22d,  68.5,900;  24th,  682;  26th,  31st,  684,899;  35th,  686,901; 

38th,  684,899;  44th,  683, 900 ;  45th,  686, 901 ;  48th,  518, 685, 900 ;  49th, 

686,  901;  50th,  51st,  53d,  682;  59th,  683;  60th,  684,  899;  61st,  518, 

664,899. 

MiBcellaneons— Cobb's  Legion,  682,  686,  707,  902,  927 ;  FhilUps  Iiegion, 

682,686,707,863,902. 

Oetchell,  Thomas.    Mentioned 132,608 

Oetty,  George  W. 

Assignment  to  command - 236 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 453,543,569,572,576,581 

Comog,  George  T 453 

Foster,  John  G 199,403 

Graham,  Charles  K 572 

Naglee,  Heniy  M 23,26,199 

Spear,  Samuel  P 99,114 

Stetzel,  George 572 

Wetherill,  Samuel 403 

Wild,  EdwardA 542,543 

Mentioned 57,107,142,184,194,226,230,240,267,406,470,524,618,619,624 

Getty,  G.  Thomas.    Mentioned 667 

aibbes,  "W.W.    Mentioned 691,716 

Gibboney,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 826 

Mentioned 826 

Gibbs,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with 

King,  Enfus 69,76,173,221 

Fleafionton,  Alfred ,.... ..: 347 

Mentioned 33, 51, 52, 128, 177, 283, 307,  :i43, 606 

Gibbs,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 622 

Gibbs,  Frank  C.    Mentioned 124,157,604 

Gibbs,  George  C.    Mentioned 692,814,907 

Gibraltar,  Steamer.    Mentioned 651 

Gibson,  AugustusA.    Mentioned 132,394,609 

Gibson,  J.  Catlett.    Mentioned 684,899 

Gibson,  John  A.    Mentioned 909 

Gibson,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell 150,229,309 

Mentioned : , 140,182,229 

Gibson,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 685,900 

Giddings,  Gideon  R.    Mentioned .* .' 118,123 

Giddings,  Grotius  R.    Mentioned 145 

Gilbreth,  Samuel  G.    Mentioned 601 

GUe,  George  "W.    Mentioned 608 

Giles,  James.    Mentioned 682,812,908 

Gilkyson,  Stephen  R.    Mentioned 602 

Gillespie,  George  L.    Correspondence  with  James  C.  Duane 200 

Gillies,  Charles  F.    Mentioned 1 615 


INDEX.  997 

Page. 

Oillingham,  EdwardB.    Mentioned 98 

GilliB,  James  H.     Mentioned 236,243,250 

GillisB,  James.    Mentioned 142,619 

GUlmore,  Quinoy  A.     Mentioned 16,170,706,782,791,887,888 

Gilman,  Jeremiah  H.     Mentioned 613 

Gilmer,  John  A.,  jr.    Mentioned 901 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.    Mentioned 630,859,864 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  O.  S.  A. 

Gilmor,  Harry  "W.     Mentioned 114, 351, 445, 590, 739, 754, 769, 865, 890, 904 

Gilmore,  Charles  D.     Mentioned 12:5 

GUmore,  George  W.     Mentioned 139,616 

Gilpin,  Charles.    Mentioned 135,239,406,524,568,611 

Giltner,  H.  L.    Mentioned 813 

Gimber,  Frederick  L.    Mentioned 127 

Gist,  Joseph  F.     Mentioned 682 

Glassie,  Daniel  W.    Mentioned 616 

Gleimpeter,  S .  G.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 258 

Glenn,  John  F.     Mentioned 125,605 

Glenn,  Luther  J.     Mentioned 682 

Gloskoski,  Joseph.     Mentioned 249 

Godwin,  Archibald  C.    Mentioned 684,899 

Goldey,  Joseph  A.      Mentioned 215 

Goode,  J.  Thomas.    Mentioned 690 

Goodwin,  William  F.    Mentioned 137 

Gordon,  George  A.    Mentioned 606 

Gordon,  George  H. 

CorreBpondence  with  Army  Headquarters. 15,16 

Mentioned 7-9,20,23,118,126 

Gordon,  James  B.     Mentioned 526,863,902 

Gordon,  J.  B.     Mentioned 686,707 

Gordon,  John  B.     Mentioned 271,084,899 

Gordon,  Jonathan  W.     Mentioned 123,145,603 

Gorgas,  Josiah.     Mentioned 631,711,725,828 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Gould,  Seward  P.     Mentioned 145 

Governor  Morehead,  Steamer.    Mentioned 71 

Graham,  Archibald.    Mentioned 688,903 

Graham,  Charles  K. 

Assignment  to  command 470 

Correspondence  with 

Getty,  George  W - 572 

"War  Department,  U.  S 223 

Mentioned 470,564,618 

Graham,  George  "W.    Mentioned 616 

Graham,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 232 

Mentioned - - 231 

Graham,  Joseph.    Mentioned 688,903 

Graham,  M.  D.    Mentioned 870 

Graham,  Michael. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 331 

Sharpe,  George  H 319, 337, 358, 360;  369, 380 

Mentioned - • — .      376 
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Graham,  Samuel  A. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  H.  Lockwood 509 

Mentioned 29,135,568,611 

Graham,  ■William  L.    Mentioned 751 

Graham,  William  M.    Mentioned 129-131 

Grand  Gulf,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 483 

Grandy,  Charles  R.    Mentioned 688,903 

Grandy,  John  J.    Mentioned ---      597 

Grant,  Le-wis  A. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 52 

Mentioned 39,42,53,125 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 72 

War  Department,  U.S 489 

Mentioned 8,13,187,193,206,223,226,495,756.859 

Grantman,  'William.     Mentioned 534,619 

Graves,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 621 

Graves,  John  "W.     Mentioned 598 

Graves,  Joseph.    Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 875 

Gray,  Gabriel.     Mentioned ■-      712 

Gray,  George.    Mentioned 128,189 

Gray,  P.  "W.    Mentioned 870 

Gray,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 121 

Gray,  'William  A.    Mentioned 137 

Green,  Charles  A.    Mentioned ' 688,903 

Green,  P.  M.     Mentioned 685,901 

Green,  George  S>.    Mentioned 622 

Green,  John  Shac.    Mentioned 687,707 

Greenawalt,  Jacob  'W.    Mentioned 602 

Greene,  Elias  M. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman 255, 256 

Mentioned . ■,. 405 

Greene,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  'W.  Geary 4 

Mentioned 76,127,151 

Greene,  Jacob  S.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  A.  Custer. 

Greenfield,  Andre^v  J.    Mentioned 140 

Gregg,  David  McM. 
Correspondence  with 

Gardner,  David 552,567,588,589 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin 237,378,388 

Huey,  Pennock 479 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 33,188,190,191,197, 

230, 268, 286,  340, 348, 349, 378, 400,  467, 479, 511, 529, 538, 541, 543, 554, 929 

Sargent,  Horace  B 242 

Taylor,  John  P * 467 

Mentioned 20,24,25,33,35,42,45,67,74,82, 

89, 92, 9S,  128, 172, 179, 180, 241, 248, 268, 287, 292, 294, 298-300, 305, 307, 314, 
334,  335, 349,  368,  382, 405, 419, 426,  432,  441, 454, 459, 477, 480-482, 488, 490, 
491, 498, 501, 504,  .525, 527,  529, 532, 535, 538,  555, 569, 592,  606, 607,  742, 846 
Gregg,  J.  Irvin. 

'Correspondence  with 

Gregg,  David  McM 237,378,388 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 25,75,106,108 

Mentioned 103,106,128,243,368,371,377-379,396 
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Gregory,  Edgar  M.    Mentioned 603 

Grenfel,  George  St.  Leger.    Mentioned 721 

Grey,  Thomas.    Mentioned 611 

Griffin,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  George  Sykes 297,341,917 

Mentioned , 8,123,293,342,344,346,347,350,917,918 

Griffin,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 247 

Griffin,  Charles  B.    Mentioned '   903 

Griffin,  James  E.     Mentioned 614 

Griffin,  Joel  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Hinton,  James  W 827 

Pickett,  George  E 798,818,827,829,872-874,863 

Mentioned 114,403,798,818,872,873,876,884,906 

Griffin,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 682 

Griffin,  William  H.     Mentioned 856,902,905 

Griffith,  Samuel  T.    Mentioned 138,618 

Grimes,  Bryan.     Mentioned 683,900 

Grimes,  John.    Mentioned 127 

Grimshaw,  Arthur  H. 

Correspondence  with 

King,  Rufus 47,181,225 

Wells,  Henry  H 232 

Mentioned 133,232,357,610 

Groner,  V.  D.    Mentioned 685,900 

Grover,  Andre'vr  J.     Mentioned 124,604 

Grover,  Ira  G.    Mentioned 119,.599 

Grubb,  Peter.    Mentioned 601 

Guide,  Steamer.    Mentioned 173 

Guiney,  Patrick  R.     Mentioned 123 

Guiou,  George  M.     Mentioned 142,620 

Guss,  George  R.     Mentioned 137 

Guss,  George  "W.     Mentioned... — 602 

Gustin,  Richard.    Mentioned 124,604 

Ginryn,  James.    Mentioned 603 

Hagans,  Harrison  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell 330 

Mentioned - 140,617 

Hager,  Jonathan  B.    Mentioned .' 123 

Haggerty,  Peter.    Mentioned 447,495,534 

Hale,  Oscar  A    Mentioned 605 

Hall,  Edward  D.    Mentioned 901 

Hall,  Isaac  B.    Mentioned 137 

Hall,  James  A.     Mentioned 608 

HaU,  James  S.    Mentioned 247 

Hall,  J.  M.    Mentioned 683,900 

HaU  Josiah.    Correspondence  with  Judson  Kilpatriek 221 

Hall,  Norman  J.     Mentioned 601 

Hall,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 119 

HaU  W.  C.     Correspondence  with  William  H.  French 442 

HaU  'WiUiam.     Mentioned 205 

HaU  ■William  P.    Mentioned 133,606 
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HaUeok,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 7,9,51,88,112,166,168,171,174,184, 

185,  193,  225,  262, 294, 300, 302, 318, 351, 39S,  400, 418, 422, 517, 556, 558, 661 
For  oorrespondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Halsted,  Ed-ward  L.     Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 553 

Haxa,  Joseph  H.    Mentioned 685,900 

Hamblin,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 125,605 

Hamilton,  David.     Mentioned 5 

Hamilton,  D.  H.     Mentioned 686,732,819,901 

Hamilton,  Robert.    Mentioned 138,617 

Hamilton,  S.  P.    Mentioned 840,841 

Hamilton,  Theodore  B.    Mentioned 605 

Hamlin,  Charles.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Henry  Prince. 

HammeU,  John  S.    Mentioned 120,600 

HammeU,  Richard  W.    Mentioned 137 

Hammerstein,  Herbert  von.    Mentioned 127 

Hammond,  John.    Mentioned ,. 128 

Hampton,  TVade. 

Assigmneuts  to  command 817,828 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 862 

Mentioned 20, 106, 413, 429, 476, 498, 526, 681, 686, 707, 811, 817, 828, 898, 902 

Hancock,  John  M.     Mentioned 683 

Hancock,  Winfield  S.    Mentioned '. 598,600,624 

Hand,  Daniel  W.     Mentioned 49 

Hankins,  J.  De 'Witt.    Mentioned 691,783,905 

Hanley,  Patrick  T.    Mentioned 603 

Hannum,  Josiah  C.    Mentioned 146 

Hapgood,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 620 

Hardaway,  Robert  A.    Mentioned 840,841 

Hardee,  William  J.    Mentioned 859 

Hardie,  James  A.    Mentioned 40,41,222 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Hardin,  Mark  B.    Mentioned  690,783,905 

Harhaus,  Otto. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr 451 

Mentioned 606 

Harkey,  David  M. 

Correspondence  with  S.S.Lee 674 

Mentioned 669 

HarknesB,  Thomas  C.    Mentioned 600 

Harlan,  'WiUiam  H.    Mentioned 122,145 

Harland,  Edward.    Mentioned .- 142,367 

Harman,  A.  "W.    Mentioned 687,707,902 

Harmon,  William.    Mentioned 601 

Harn,  William  A.    Mentioned 125,605 

Harney,  G-eorge.    Mentioned 119 

Harris, .    Mentioned 629 

Harris,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 125 

Harris,  Edward  P.    Mentioned 121 

Harris,  N.  H.    Mentioned 685,900 

Harris,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 140,617 

Harrison,  A.  T.    Mentioned 682,812 

Harrison,  Charles  J.    Correspondence  with  Nathan  Wilkinson  10, 165 

Harrison,  P.  E.    Mentioned 686,901 

Harrison,  Oeorge  W.    Mentioned 182 
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Harrison,  Julian.    Mentioned 902 

Harrow  'Williani. 

Assignment  to  command 484 

Mentioned 120,484 

Hart,  James  F.    Mentioned 638,821,904 

Hart,  Orson  H.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  miliam  B.  French. 

Hart,  Patrick.    Mentioned 129,607 

Hart,  ■William  T. 

Correspondence  with  SamnelJones 717 

Mentioned 813,909 

Hartahome, 'William  R.    Mentioned 124,604 

Harwood,  Andrew  A.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 219 

Haskell,  John  C.    Mentioned 764, 772, 780, 781 ,  806, 840, 841, 903 

Haskin,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 28,132,394,405,523,609 

Hastings,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 119,599 

Hastings,  Greorge  G.    Mentioned 121 

Haupt,  Hermann.    Correspondence  with  George  G.  Meade 178 

Hawley,  William.    Mentioned 127,145 

Haw^xhurst, .    Correspondence  with  Job  Hawxhurst 44 

Hawxhurst,  Job.    Correspondence  with Hawxhurst 44 

Hayes,  Joseph.    Mentioned 123,603 

Hayes,  Rutherford B.    Mentioned 139,614,616 

Haynes,  C.  L.    Mentioned 899 

Haynes,  Landon  C.    Correspondence  with  "War  Department,  C.  S 716 

Hays,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  Joshna T.Owen 242 

Mentioned ' 121,546,601,933 

Hays,  Harry  T.    Mentioned 476,684,899 

Hays,  William. 

Assignment  to  command 394 

Mentioned 21,28,47,120,394 

Hayw^ood,  Sdward  G.     Mentioned 686,901 

Hazard,  John  G.    Mentioned 121,601 

Hazard,  Morris.    Mentioned 134 

Hazlett,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 148,444 

Heacock,  Reuben  B.    Mentioned 125 

Head,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 119 

Healey,  Virgil  M.    Mentioned ., 602 

Hoaton,  Edward.    Mentioned 129 

Hebe,  Steamer.    Mentioned 670,679,805 

Hebert,  Iiouis.    Mentioned 907 

Hecker,  Frederick.    Mentioned 126 

Heckman,  Charles  A.    Mentioned ....  81, 143, 144, 277, 301, 406, 470, 524, 618, 620, 793 

Hedrick,  JohnJ.    Mentioned 691,705,765,814,907 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 90,253 

De  Bnssy,  Gustavns  A 26,69 

Greene,  Elias  M 255,256 

King,  Eufns 5,69,98,113,177,255 

Lowell,  Charles  E.,jr 53,113 

Meads,  George  G 23 

Wells,  Henry  H 232 

Mentioned  ....  23, 28, 44, 88, 92, 131 ,  132, 161, 195, 196, 239, 255, 310, 313, 323, 731, 753 
Relieved  from  command  of  Department  of  Washington 323 
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Henagan,  John  W.    Mentioned 682 

Henderson,  John.    Mentioned 136,618 

Henry,  Captain.    Mentioned 1 590 

Henry,  Gustavus  A.    Mentioned 831 

Henry,  M.  W.    Mentioned 637,687,713,716 

Henry,  William,  jr.     Mentioned 124,604 

Henry,  William  W.    Mentioned 122 

Hensley,  Jamea  O.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

Herbert,  Arthur. 

Correspondence  with  George  E.  Pickett 797 

Mentioned 776,797,798,830,834,848 

Herbert,  James  R.     Mentioned 684,902 

Herbert,  Thomas.    Mentioned 623 

Herndon,  William  B.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Herrlck,  Seth  W.    Mentioned 615 

Herring  [?],  Colonel.     Mentioned 856 

Herring,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 123 

Heth,  Henry.    Mentioned 326, 503, 512, 636, 681, 685, 811, 898, 901, 919 

Hezamer,  William.    Mentioned 129,607 

Heydrick,  Charles.    Mentioned 135 

Higginbotham,  JohnC.    Mentioned 684,899 

Higgins,  Benjamin  L.    Mentioned 121 

Higgins,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 214 

Hill,  Ambrose  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 869 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M 868 

Mentioned 3,38,68, 

178, 179, 184, 186, 188, 201, 233, 245, 262, 279, 294, 304, 305,  319, 326, 332, 355, 
356, 371, 373, 3ti0, 429, 430, 435, 476, 518, 522, 546,  624, 636, 659, 681, 685, 693, 
701, 709,  724, 737,  739, 742, 749, 764, 781, 811, 842, 866,  884, 898, 900,  918, 924 

Hill,  C.  D.     Mentioned 784 

Hill,  General,  Steamer.    Mentioned 71 

Hill,  George  E.     Mentioned 219 

HiU,  Hanitibal.    Mentioned 709 

Hill,  J.  H.     For  coirespondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Samuel  Jones. 

Hill,  Joseph  C.    Mentioned 122,602 

Hill,  Wallace.    Mentioned 129,607 

Hiller,  Frederick  L.    Mentioned 143,620 

Hilton,  Joseph.     Mentioned 603 

Hilton,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 886 

Hines,  Jonathan  D.    Mentioned 139,616 

HlntoD,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Griffin,  Joel  E 827 

Pickett,  George  E 877 

Mentioned 264, 288, 301, 715, 773, 827, 830, 874, 876, 883, 896 

Hodges,  Wesley  C.    Mentioned 683 

Ho£Eman,  John  S.     Mentioned 684,899 

Hoffman,  Southard.    Mentioned 101 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Foster;  also  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Hofinann,  J.  William.    Mentioned 599 

Hoge, .    Mentioned 373 

Hoge,  F.  L.    Mentioned .'...      774 


INDEX.  1003 

Page. 
Hoge,  J.  B.    For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Hoke,  Robert  P. 

Correspondence  -with 

Lee,  Robert  E 833 

War  Department,  C.S 768,805 

Mentioned 476,676,684,692,729,804,837,899 

Hoke,  'William  J.    Mentioned 686,901 

Holder,  W.  D.     Mentioned 682 

Holland,  Henry.     Mentioned 754 

Holland,  John  "B. 

Correspondence  with'  George  G.  Meade 295 

Mentioned 248 

Holliday,  P.  "W.  M.     Mentioned 684,899 

Holman,  George  P.     Mentioned 133 

Holman,  John  H.     Mentioned 6la 

Holmes,  James  H.     Mentioned 615 

Holt,  Boiling  H.     Mentioned 686,901 

Hood,  John  B.    Mentioned 38,90, 

105, 199, 251, 504, 636, 641, 659, 681, 706, 713, 743, 749, 753,  870 

Hooker,  Joseph.     Mentioned 26,255,489,754,759,769 

Hopkins,  George  G.    Mentioned 621 

Hopper,  George  C.     Mentioned 603 

Hopper,  George  F.    Mentioned 121,601 

Hopson,  'W.  A.     For  correspondence  as  Adjutant,  see  Joel  B.  Griffin. 

Horn,  John  'W.    Mentioned 122 

Horn,  Melchoir  H.     Mentioned 137 

Horner,  John.    Correspondence  -with  'War  Department,  TI.  S 563 

Hosack,  'William  H.     Mentioned .'     415 

Hotchkiss,  "Walter  S.    Mentioned 608 

Houghton,  Moses  B.     Mentioned 602 

Howard,  James.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 7, 9, 12, 50, 15  ,  172, 176, 209, 214, 218 

Sedgwick,  John 176 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  von 175 

Mentioned 12,18,21,28,47,69,115,118,126,130,131,173, 

179,  192, 195, 196, 218, 227, 660, 661, 664, 665, 720, 731, 754, 757-759, 766, 769 

Howard,  Robert  "V. 'W.    Mentioned 142,495 

Howe,  Albion  P. 

Correspondence  with  John  Sedgwick 292 

Mentioned 125,241,242,292,605 

Howe,  Marshall  S.    Mentioned 146 

How^eU,  A.     Correspondence  with  'War  Department, C.S 759 

How^ell,  John  H.    Mentioned 619 

Ho-wquah,  Steamer.     Mentioned 582 

Hoy,  John  P.    Mentioned 616 

Hoyt,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 619 

Hudson,  Edward  McK.    Mentioned 603 

Hudson,  Henry  "W.     Mentioned 600 

Huey,  Pennock. 

Correspondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 479 

Mentioned 24,35,42,128 
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Huger,  P.    MentioDed 840,841 

Hughes,  Charles.     Mentioned 115 

Hugo,  William  H.    Mentioned 122 

Huidekoper,  Henry  S.    Mentioned 599 

Hulings,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 125,604 

HuU,  James  C.     Mentioned 123,603 

Hullinger,  Josiah  C.    Mentioned 136 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 43,44,224,454,459,460,591-593 

Williams,  Seth 479 

Mentioned 33,245,402,500 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  G.  Meade. 

Humphreys,  B.  G.    Mentioned ■  682 

Hunnicutt,  M.  P.    Mentioned '. 372,373 

Hunt,  Henry  J. 

Correspondence  -vrith 

Barry,  William  F 391 

Ingalls,  Knfus 237,261 

Meade,  George  G 157,410 

Monroe,  J.  Albert 413 

Tyler,  Eobert  O 383,488 

Mentioned 110,  115, 129, 291,  405,  425,  427,  436,  525, 532,  539,  607,  921 

Himt,  John  S.     Mentioned ! 620 

Hunter  Charles  H.    Mentioned 137 

Hunter,  Timothy.     Mentioned 597 

Huntington,  James  P.     Mentioned 129 

Huntley,  John  H.    Mentioned 616 

Htmton,  Eppa. 

Correspondence  with  Arnold  Elzey 871 

Mentioned 682, 741, 764, 765, 783, 81 1 ,  847, 856, 861 ,  904, 905 

Hupp,  Abraham.    Mentioned 688 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.     Mentioned 186,193 

Hurst,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 126 

Hurt,  ■William  B.    Mentioned 688,903 

Hutchins,  Benjamin  T. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Pleasonton 393 

Mentioned 393 

Hyden,  .    Mentioned 699 

Hyman,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 686,901 

Hynes,  Dennis  J. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Pleasonton 487 

Mentioned 488,538 

I.  D.  Coleman,  Steamer.    Mentioned 562 

Illinois  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments :  Ist  (Batteries),  L,  140, 616. 
Cavalry— ffe^/me/ifs ;  8th,  128, 606, 926  ;  12th,  128;  16th,  140,617. 
Infantry— Regiments :  23d,  140,616;  82d,  126. 

Imboden,  George  W.    Mentioned 633,904 

Imboden,  John  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel 647,666,677,732,826,832 

Lee,  Eobert  E 631, 633, 650, 709, 739, 780, 794, 814, 844, 846, 865 
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Imboden,  John  D.— Continued. 

Mentioned 17, 

70, 108, 150, 152, 166, 177, 182, 198,  205,  225,  233,  264,  309, 320, 331. 332, 337, 
350-352, 3.54, 358, 360, 369,  373, 376,  377, 411, 416, 423, 433, 445, 533,  !i52, 564, 
570, 571, 581, 590, 594, 632-634, 638, 640,  642,  646, 650, 652, 679, 714, 715, 731- 
733. 754,  756,  769,  774,  800,  815-817,  825,  890, 904, 911, 912, 916, 91 7, 922, 923 
Indiana  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  I^ight— Batteries :  16th,  134,  610 ;  17th,  139,  615. 
Cavaiiy— Regiments :  1st,  126,  610;  3d,  128,  606. 

Infantry— fle^/menfs ;  7th,  119,  599  ;  14th,  51,  53,  94, 121, 145, 167,  560,  601 ; 
19th,  119,  560,  599;   20th,   121,  145,  14G,  307,  560,  601 ;   27th,  50,  53,  94, 
127,  145,  167. 
Ingalls,  Rufiis. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunt,  Henry  J 237,261 

MeCallum,  Daniel  C  ...^1 298,  413 

Meade,  George  G 472 

FleaBonton,  Alfred 404 

Ruoker,  Daniel  H 298,533 

Stoneman,  George 402 

Mentioned 7,  13,  28,  237,  384,  399,  591 

Intercourse.     See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 

Iredell,  J.  J.    Mentioned 900 

Ireland,  David.    Mentioned 5 

Irish,  Nathaniel.    Mentioned 601 

Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.     See  New  Ironsides. 

Irvin,  John.    Mentioned 119 

Irvine,  'Williani.    Mentioned 128,606 

Iverson,  Alfred. 

Mentioned 683,684,706,724,771,775,821 

Relieved  from  duty  with  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 775 

Ives,  Joseph  C.     Mentioned '. 739 

Jack,  JohnT.    Mentioned 119 

Jackson,  A.  E. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  Jones 678,680 

Mentioned 680,812,824,857,908,909 

Jackson,  Allan  H.    Mentioned 126 

Jackson,  David  T.    Mentioned 357 

Jackson,  George. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  C.  Whiting 629,852 

Mentioned 629,691,814,907 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J.    Mentioned 146,623 

Jackson,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 124,604 

Jackson,  Thomas  E.    Mentioned 813,909 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 743,840,845 

Jackson,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  Jones 663, 677, 692, 722, 734, 855, 893 

Mentioned 10,70,150,154,165,166,177,198, 

205, 211 ,  233, 319, 320,  330, 331, 360, 363, 438, 627, 633, 634, 646, 650, 663-668, 
675, 677, 678, 732, 733,  757, 795, 796, 821, 822, 824, 852, 855-857, 870,  908,  909 

Jacobs,  Penis,  jr.    Mentioned 165 

Jacobs,  William  H.     Mentioned 126 

Jaehne,  Julius.     Mentioned 140,617 

James,  Horace.    Mentioned 166, 561 

James  River,  Va.    Army  and  naval  reconnaissance  on,  Aug.  4-7,  1863.    Com- 

mimication  &om  Powhatan  B.  Page 626 
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Ja3rne,  Joseph  M.    Mentioned 685,900 

Jenkins,  Albert  G. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 677 

Mentioned 90,102,106,150,170, 

177, 198, 205, 206, 225, 226, 233, 234, 309, 332, 337,  360, 363, 369, 385,  438, 571, 
665-667, 677-679, 717, 728, 732-734, 737, 744, 757, 812,  813, 824,  857,  908, 909 

Jenkins,  David  T.    Mentioned 124,603 

Jenkins,  Micah. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.A €49,694 

Elzey,  Arnold 625,660,669,678 

Mentioned 661,689,692,699,706,708,713,720 

Jenkins,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 135,239,406^524,568,611 

Jenney,  Edwin  S.     Mentioned 173,184,199 

Jerome,  A.  Brainard.     Mentioned 248 

Jersey  Blue,  Steamer.     Mentioned 352,416 

Jesup,  General,  Tng-boat.    Mentioned 48,91 

John  Parron,  Steamer.     Mentioned 289,416 

Johns,  Thomas  D.    Mentioned 605 

Johnson,  Aaron  C.     Mentioned 132 

Johnson,  Bradley  T.     Mentioned 727,856,902,905 

Johnson,  Daniel  D.     Mentioned 140' 

Johnson,  Dutee.    Mentioned 621 

Johnson,  Edward.     Mentioned 331, 

338,  392,  436,  476,  505,  518,  636,  681,  684,  811,  858,  859,  898,  899 

Johnson,  George  W.    Mentioned 605 

Johnson,  Irwin.     Mentioned 249 

Johnson,  James  B.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Johnson,  Marmaduke.    Mentioned 688,841,842,903 

Johnston,  Andrew  B.    Mentioned 688 

Johnston,  George  H.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  M.  Naglee. 

Johnston,  Josephs.    Mentioned 186,721,756,769,771,863 

Johnston,  Robert  D.     (Brigadier-General.) 

Assignment  to  command 706 

Mentioned 476,706,769,900 

Johnston,  Robert  D.     (Lieutenant-Colonel.)    Mentioned 683 

Johnston,  Albert  Sidney.    Mentioned 639 

Johnstone,  Robert.     Mentioned 76 

Jones,  Steamer.    Mentioned 367 

Jones,  Abram.    Mentioned 923 

Jones,  A.  J.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

Jones,  Archibald  P.    Mentioned 600 

Jones,  B.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 734, 782, 804, 626, 855 

Mentioned 813,909 

Jones,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 619 

Jones,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 601 

Jones,  Ezekiel  P.    Mentioned 768 

Jones,  Hilary  P.     Mentioned 637,688,640-842,903 

Jones,  Jesse  H.     Mentioned.'. ., 127 

Jones,  John  G.    Mentioned 689  907 

Jones,  John  M.    Mentioned 476,684,727,899 

Jones,  Lorenzo  J.    Mentioned .^. 622 

Jones,  Noah.    Mentioned..,,,, , ,,,,, 128 
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Jones,  Samuel. 

AsRignment  to  command.... , 701 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OfiGce,  C.  S.  A . .  .y 62(i, 

634, 662, 664, 679, 730, 736, 743, 795, 80.5, 807, 824, 894 ,  913 

Bowen,  H.S 801 

Bowyer,  Henry  M _ 735,744,822,875 

Bragg,  Braxton ; 799,807 

Bristol,  QnaTtermaster  at 875 

Browne,  "William  H 663, 801, 874, 878, 879, 881,  f>91 

Buckner,  Simon  B 662 

Caperton,  A.  T •. j 851 

Claiborne,  James  E / 674,699 

Davis,  Jefferson .' '.  727,738,764 

'  Derrick,  Clarence ^.i 663 

Echols,  John 744 

750, 751, 756, 775, 778, 785, 789, 791, 795, 796,'799, 822, 834, 852, 856, 870, 891 

Terguson,  Milton  J 680,722,732,785.787,855 

French,  William  H 801 

Gibhoney,  John  H 826 

Graves,  Joseph -. 875 

Hart,  "William  T 717 

Imboden,  John  D 647,666,677,732,826,832 

Jackson,  A.E 678,680 

Jackson,  "William  L 663,677,692,722,734,855,893 

Jenkins,  Albert  G -., 677 

Jones,  B.H 734,782,804,820,855 

Kent,  Joseph  F 666,733,787,822,826,875 

King,  J.Floyd 701 

Lee,  Robert  E   633, 640, 642, 646, 652, 679, 750, 780, 781, 815, 817, 825 

^    McCansland,  John 667, 

693, 699, 722, 734, 737, 744, 747, 786,  790,  792, 796, 797, 822, 824, 834, 855,  H71 

McDowell,  James 822,826 

Martin,  James  G 721,768 

Millborough,  "Va.,  Agent  at 826 

Myers,  William  B 707,712,718,721,874,886,891 

Narrows,  Ya,.,  Operator  at 744 

Nicholls,  Francis  T 667,717,725,735,827,875 

Ordnance  Department,  C.S.  A 732 

Patton,  George  S 634,064,693,699,722,733,734 

Preston,  Robert  T 607,744 

Preston,  William 892 

Preston,  WiUiam  R 877,878 

Qnartermaster-General's  Office,  C.S.  A 782,797 

.yEansom,  Robert,  jr 781,801,803,610,825,874,875,877 

Salem,  "Va.,  Operator  at 886 

Sheflfey.J.M 787,626,875 

Spiller,  Franks.. "^^ 

,Stannton,  "Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at - 732 

O  Stringfellow,  Charles  S 633, 

640, 662, 725, 730, 746, 749, 751, 753, 792, 793, 795, 796, 821, 822 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 912 

TerriU,  George  P 668,712,735,822,827,875 

Wade,  James  M 713,735,797,822,827,829,875,876 
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Jones,  Samuel — Continned, 
Correspondence  with 

Walker,  David  N 717,718 

War  Depaxtment,  C.  S 644, 681, 702, 707, 730, 733, 799, 803, 809, 817, 825 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C 675,678,718,722,735,736,769,784 

Williams,  JohuS 668,669,680,710,858 

Wingfield,  G.  A 736,822,827,875,876 

Mentioned ,149,154,205,206,221,233,257,260,309, 

360,  363, 373, 391, 517, 633, 635, 650, 662, 664, 665, 667, 668, 675, 707, 709, 712, 

717,  721, 726, 730, 733, 735, 737, 738, 742, 743, 753, 756-758, 767, 774, 779, 780, 

788-790,  795,  808, 812, 815, 819, 820, 825, 829, 831, 857-859, 877, 908, 911, 912 

Petition  for  removal  of,  from  command  of  Department  of  Western  Virginia.      767 

Jones,  Thomas  M. 

Conespondence  with  William  H.  C.  Whiting 705 

Mentioned 691.704,765,814,907 

Jones,  ■William  E. 

Assignment  to  commSnd 779 

Mentioned 106,681,686, 

687, 707, 771, 772, 779, 787, 788, 803, 809, 810, 812, 813, 857, 894, 895, 908, 909 

Jordan,  John  V.    Mentioned 906 

Jordan,  Tyler  C.    Mentioned 687,841 

Jourdan,  James. 

Correspondence  with  John  J.  Peck 582 

Mentioned 301,406,524,618,621 

Joyce,  Robert  F.    Mentioned 145 

Karples,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 600 

Kearney,  Philip  J.    Mentioned 246 

Keenan,  John  B.    Mentioned 599 

Keeper,  John  v.    Mentioned 140,617 

Keese,  Oliver,  jr.    Mentioned 143,620 

Keifer,  J.  'Warren. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 54 

Mentioned 122,145,602 

Keller,  Laurence.    Mentioned..... 865  . 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.S. A 473 

Army  Headquarters 16,17, 

26, 69, 73, 153, 170, 211, 221, 225, 256, 257, 260, 309, 318, 351, 352, 357, 384, 391, 
396,411,423,  434,445,446,517,523,552,555,  556.564,569-571,  579,580,  590 

Averell,  William  W ^ 149, 

150, 166, 177, 182, 198, 205, 206, 211, 225, 229, 232, 234, 319, 320, 330, 587 

Comly,  James  M 556 

Couch,  Darius  K 595 

Moor,  Augustus 73,  ."iSO 

Mulligan,  James  A 264 

Pierce,  Lewis  B 352 

Soammon,  Eliakim  P 17,170,226,290,331,391,550 

Stoneman,  George 290 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 411, 415, 435, 445,  .53:1, 552, 564, 590, 591 

War  Department,  U.  S 564 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of 233,438,580 

Wynkoop,  JohuE 182 
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Kelley,  Benjamin  F.— Continued. 

Mentioned 10, 30, 49, 72, 138, 139, 206, 240, 301, 308, 310, 339, 358, 

399,406,524,565,591,  593-595,614,615,632,  633,640,643,733,  747,751,815 

Staff.     Annoancement  of 414 

Kelley,  Hugh  A.    Mentioned 613 

Kelley,  'WiUiam  B.    Mentioned 415 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  Jeremiah  C.  Sullivan. 

Kellogg,  Elisha  S.     Mentioned 133,609 

Kellogg,  Horace.     Mentioned 140,615 

KeUy,  Patrick.    Mentioned 120,600 

Kelly,  Thomas.     Mentioned i 120 

Kelsey,  WilUam.     Mentioned 611 

Kelton,  John  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Kemp,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 138,617 

Kemper,  James  L.    Mentioned 682,741,764,765,811,847,904,905 

Kenan,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned 683,900 

Kendrick,  E.  M.     Mentioned 677 

Kendrick,  'William  J.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 
Kenly,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  George  6.  Meade 537 

Mentioned 119,474,477,536,539,540,599 

Kennedy,  John  D.     Mentioned 682 

Kensel,  George  A.    Mentioned 447,494 

Kent,  Joseph  F. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones  . . , 666, 733, 787, 822, 826, 875 

Mentioned 668,712,787,797 

Kentucky  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— Com/)an/es ;  Fields',  768.    Regiments:  4th,  813,  824,  909;  May's 
Rifles,  813, 909. 

Infantry— fle^/me/ife;  11th,*  813. 
Kentucky  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.) 

Artillery,  lAgb.t— Batteries :  Simmonds',  139,  616. 
Keogh,  Myles  VT. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Fleasonton ....- 377 

Mentioned 378 

Ker,  George  J.    Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee 216 

Kersha-w,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 682 

Kester,  John  W.    Mentioned 588,589,606 

Ketcham,  John  H.    Mentioned 127 

Ketchum,  William  A.    Mentioned 598 

Kevill,  Thomas.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

Key,  J.  C.  G.    Mentioned 683 

Keys,  Hugh.    Mentioned 569 

Killed  and  Wounded.    See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.    Returns  of 
Casualties. 

Kilpatiick,  F.  W.    Mentioned 689 

Kilpatrick,  Judson. 

Correspondence  with 

Custer,  George  A - 75,270 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr 259,269,270,441,453 

Hall,  Josiah 5J21 

Meade,  George  G 89,263 

•Also  called  10th  Kentucky  Battalion ;  afterward  13th  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
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Page. 
Kilpatrick,  Judson — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Pleaeonton,  Alfred 43,61,67,75, 

83. 84, 89, 90, 104, 106, 108, 116, 151, 161, 189, 202, 265, 380, 401, 429, 432, 476 

Sawyer,  Edward  B 45 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 74 

Mentioned 23-25,39,42,66,68,74,76,89, 

92, 103, 105, 112, 128, 147, 151, 167, 188, 191,  204,  234,  248,  249, 251, 267, 268, 
284, 286,  287, 305, 306, 328, 335, 342, 354-356, 382, 390, 399, 405, 413, 415, 423, 
424, 426, 427,  430, 431, 433, 438-442, 448, 454,  459,  481, 541, 606, 742, 794, 919 

King,  H.  VT".    Mentioned .' 912 

King,  J.  Floyd. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 701 

Mentioned 812,813.857,908,909 

King,  J.  H.     Mentioned 685,900 

King,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C '. 317,336 

Gibbs,  Alfred 69,76,173,221 

Grimshaw,  Arthur  H 47,181,225 

Heiutzelman,  SamuelP 5,69,98,11.3,177,255 

LaMotte,  Charles  E 22 

Meade,  George  G 76,325,344 

Mentioned 13, 

,  53, 24, 28, 68, 131, 133, 172, 175, 2.39, 253,  323,  326, 335, 343, 344, 405,  661,  752 

Relinquishes  command  of  division  in  Department  of  Washington 344 

King,  Rufus,  jr.    Mentioned ^.      129 

King,  WUliamR.     Mentioned 36,82 

Kingsbury,  Charles,  jr.     Correspondence  with  James  P.  Mead 340 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  Newton. 

Kinsman,  J.  Bumtiam.    Mentioned 447,495 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Defense  of.    Communication  from  William  H.  C.  Whiting 675 

Kinzie,  David  H.    Mentioned 127 

Kixby,  Udmund.    Mentioned 160 

Kirkland,  ■William  "W. 

Assignment  to  command 701 

Mentioned 684,701,901 

Kirkpatrick,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 688.903 

Kitching,  J.  Howard.    Mentioned 129 

Kleiser,  Alfred  von.     Mentioned 140,615 

Knight,  Napoleon  B.    Mentioned 134,568,611 

Knight.  Walter  M.    Mentioned 608 

Knipe,  Joseph  F.    Mentioned 127,758 

Knoz,  James  B.    Mentioned 124 

Knoz,  Robert  T.    Mentioned 614 

Koch,  Charles.    Mentioned 126 

Kochersperger,  Charles.    Mentioned 120 

Koerber,  Vincent  E.  von.     Mentioned 247 

Krzyzanowakl,  'Wladimir.    Mentioned 126 

Kuhn,  George.    Mentioned 102 

Kusserow,  Charles.    Mentioned ,   139,615 

Lai,  Bmlle.     Mentioned 102 

Lamar,  A.  R.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 911 

Lamar,  John  H.    Mentioned 684,899 
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Lamar,  T.  B.    Mentioned 685,900 

Lamb,  John  M.     Mentioned 27 

Lamb,  "William. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.'C.  Whiting 896 

Mentioned 671,691,765,814,907 

Lamkin,  James  N.     Mentioned 772,903' 

Lament, 'William H.    Mentioned 123,603 

LaMotte,  Charles  E.     Correspondence  with Eufus  King 22 

La  Motte,  'William  A.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Charles  M.  Alexan- 
der ;  also  Michael  Corcoran. 

Lancaster,  Francis  A.     Mentioned . 246 

Lane,  James  C.    Mentioned 127 

Lane,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  Kobert  E.  Lee 868 

Mentioned 686,867-869,901 

Lane,  John.     Mentioned 840,842 

Lane,  John  R.     Mentioned ,. 6c5, 901 

Lang,  David.     Mentioned 685,900 

Langhome,  M.  S.     Mentioned , 642 

Langley,  F.  H.     Mentioned 783,905 

Langley,  John  F.    Mentioned 620 

Lansing,  Jacob  H.    Mentioned 601 

Latham,  Alexander  C.    Mentioned 687 

Latham,  George  R.    Mentioned 140 

Latimer,  Alfred  E.     Mentioned 146,623 

Law,  Evander  Mclver.     Mentioned 167,683 

Lawton,  Alexander  R.     Mentioned 656, 698, 700, 706, 714, 720, 835, 864 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster- General' a  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Lay,  John  L.    Mentioned 165 

Lay,  Richard  G.     Mentioned 603 

Lazelle,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 610 

Leaves  of  Absence.     Commnnications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 577 

Army.  Headquarters 565 

Fry,  James  B 557 

Meade,  George  G 21,115,553,556,565,573 

War  Department,  U.  S 523 

Leavitt,  Archibald  D.    Mentioned 599 

Ledig,  August.    Mentioned 126 

Ledlie,  James  H. 

Assignment  to  command 398 

Mentioned 398,572,573,620 

Lee,  Mrs.    Mentioned 374,375 

Lee,  C.  H.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 

Office,  C.S.A. 
Lee,  Fitzhugh. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Kobert  E 258,382 

Pendleton,  A.  S 271 

Pitzer,  Andrew  L 264 

Stuart,  J.  E.B 218,241,259,263,271 

Mentioned 3,52,74,75,90,170, 

218, 252, 571, 587, 660, 665, 681, 686,  706, 727, 731, 742,  811, 898, 902, 916, 917 
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Lee.G.  W.  C.    MeDtioned 159,881 

For  .correspondence,  etc.,  see  Jefferson  Davis. 

Lee,  Horace  C.    Mentioned 494,619 

Lee,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee 48 

Mentioned 99 

Lee,  Robert  E.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 416 

Lee,  Robert  i;. 

Congratulatory  Orders.     Battle  of  Chickamanga,  Sept.  19-20, 1863 746 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 624,632, 

647, 661 ,  665, 714, 747, 758, 772, 777-779, 801, 808, 819, 858, 859, 861, 867, 885 

Barbour,  John  S 823 

Bell,  H.  M 890 

Calloway,  William  G 258,259 

Davis,  Jeflfersou . .  639, 649, 660, 664, 700, 702, 706, 708, 710, 711, 719, 720, 725, 727, 
730, 731 ,  736, 738, 742, 752, 753, 756, 7.57, 766, 769, 771, 832, 846, 853, 858, 861 

Early,  JubalA 209,266,759,858,889 

Elzey,  Arnold 748,754,779,809 

Ewell,  Richards 211,214,258,760 

Gleimpeter,  S.  G 258 

Hampton,  Wade 862 

Hill,  Ambrose  P 869 

Hoke,  Robert  F 833 

Imboden,  John  D  631, 633, 650, 709, 739, 780, 794, 814, 844, 846, 865 

Jones,  Samuel 63;i,  640, 642, 646, 652, 679,  750, 780, 781 ,  815, 817, 825 

Lane,  James  H ' 868 

Lee,  Fitzhugh 258,382 

Long,  Armistead  L 245 

Longstreet,  James^ 692,693,699,713,749 

McCue,  J.  M 755 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 648 

Pendleton,  William  N 643,724,839 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.S.  A 784,794 

Stuart,  J.E.B 22, 

60, 72, 113, 214, 261, 263, 648, 652, 665,  743, 794, 809, 816, 820, 866, 892 

Subsistence  Department,  C.S.  A 625,843,844,862 

Virginia,  Governor  of 823 

War  Department,  C.  S 628,631,676, 

723, 760, 782, 800, 802, 804 ,  806, 820, 821 ,  825,  830-832, 835,  837, 838, 869, 910 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C 665 

Mentioned 4,17,38,61,77,80,83,87,88,113,153, 

158, 159, 173, 178-180, 183, 184, 186-188, 191, 193, 196, 198. 199, 201, 202, 206- 
208, 223, 234, 244, 251, 252, 257, 260,  263-265, 276-278, 293, 294, 305, 306, 308, 
309, 311, 319, 320, 326, 328,  332, 338, 345, 346, 351, 352, 354,  357-361, 365, 366, 
369, 371, 373,  375,  376,  380, 395, 408, 409, 423, 429, 435, 473, 476, 495, 505, 517, 
530, 532, 552, 556, 563-565, 571, 626, 634, 636, 644, 654, 655,  659, 667, 676, 681, 
682, 686, 692, 697, 698, 700, 703, 709, 733, 729, 730, 737, 739, 741, 747, 749,  753, 
764, 768, 769, 774, 777, 778, 781, 785, 790, 799, 803-805, 807, 808,  810, 811, 817, 
819, 837, 848, 853,  858, 866, 868, 884, 888, 898,  t;99, 904, 910, 911, 925, 926, 930 
Resolutions  of  thanks  of  C.  S.  Congress  to,  and  officers  and  soldiers  under 

his  command gH 
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Loe,  S.  Phillips.  •     *''^*' 

CorreBpondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 70,93,250,251,322,353,417 

Navy  Department,  U.S 353,367 

Peck,  John  J 71  452 

Mentioned ....  36, 63, 8),  100, 416 

Lee,  S.  S.    Correspondenee  with 

Elzey,  Arnold g74 

Harkey,  David  M ^ 674 

Woodley,  Joseph  E g74 

Lee,  Stephen.    Mentioned 740 

Lee,  William  H.  P.    Mentioned 681,708  902 

Leech,  'William  A.     Mentioned i 119  599 

Le  Paucheur,  L.J.    Correspondence  w  ith  Francis  T.  Nicholls 880 

Le  Port,  George.    Mentioned 122 

Lehmann,  Theodore  P.    Mentioned I43  621 

Leidy,  Asher  S.    Mentioned 6U1 

Leitch,  S.  G-.    Mentioned 772  774 

Lemon,  William.    Mentioned 610 

Leonard,  John.     Mentioned 602 

Leonard,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 125 

Lessig,  William  H.    Mentioned 124,604 

Lester,  G.A.    Mentioned 899 

Letcher,  John.    Mentioned 646,702 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 

Leventhorpe,  CoUett.    Mentioned 685,901 

Levi,  John  T.    Mentioned 813 

Le-vris,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 146,240,623 

Le'wis,  George  W.    Mentioned 35 

Lewis,  JohnR.    Mentioned 125,145 

Lewis,  John  W.    Mentioned 688 

LevTis,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee 174 

Mentioned 143,619 

Lewisburg,  W.  Va.    Expeditions  from  Beverly  and  Charleston  against,  Nov. 
1-17, 1863.     Communications  from 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 438,446 

Jones,  Samuel 825-827,829,832,834 

Lee,  Robert  E 817 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S 821,822 

War  Department,  C.  S 825 

Libby,  Edwin.    Mentioned 601 

Lightfoot,  C.  E.     Mentioned 691,840,841,905 

Lightfoot,  James  N.    Mentioned 683,900 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 187,207,332,375 

Meade,  George  G 102,278,290,294,443,444 

Rosecrans,  William  S 294 

Schenck,  Robert  C 363,364,369 

Mentioned 55,  .57, 58, 186, 201, 207, 231, 277, 322, 323, 

■   332, 333, 362, 364, 370, 375, 377, 394, 397, 412, 470, 484, 547, 554, 590, 759, 872 

Lincoln,  William  S.    Mentioned 139,615 

Lindley,  John  M.    Mentioned 599 

Lininger,  John  C.    Mentioned 141,616 
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LinkoDB,  B.  R.    Mentioned 813 

Linton,  John  P.    Mentioned 140,616 

Lipscomb,  T.  J.    Mentioned 707,902 

Litchfield,  Allyne  C.    Mentioned 606 

Little,  F.  H.    Mentioned -»--      683 

Littlefield,  D.  'W.     Mentioned 247 

Lively,  'Wilson.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Lizzie,  Steamer.    Mentioned 651 

Locke,  Frederick  T.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  Sylies. 

Lockman,  John  T.    Mentioned 126 

Lock-wood,  Abram  L.    Mentioned 122 

Lock-wood,  Benoni.    Mentioned 606 

Lockvirood,  Henry  H. 

Assignments  to  command 365,477 

Assumes  command  of  Middle  Department 548 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 8,9,63,90,109,110 

Graham,  Samuel  A 509 

Meade,  George  G 80 

Mentioned 11,22, 

63, 138, 139, 240, 260, 300-302, 310,  .339, 365, 406, 477, 524, 547, 548, 611, 921 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  West  Virginia 302 

Lock^vood,  Jonathan  H.    Mentioned 121 

Logie,  William  K.    Mentioned 126 

Lomaz,  Lunsford  L.    Mentioned 4,708,902 

Long,  Armistead  L. 

Assignment  to  command ^ 745 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 245 

Mentioned 745,811,839-842,898,902 

Long,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 140,240,623 

Long,  James  W.    Mentioned 603 

Long,  John  S.    Mentioned 605 

Longstreet,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 692, 693, 699, 713, 749 

Mentioned 3,43,52,68,178,179,183, 

184, 186, 188, 209, 213, 223, 230, 251, 265, 319, 332, 337, 338, 358, 380, 429, 495, 
552, 554-556, 563,  571,  580, 624, 636, 659, 681, 682, 700, 702, 706, 708, 709, 711, 
712, 719-721, 725-727,  738,  742, 749, 766, 771, 773, 839,  840, 842,  859,  b61, 908 
Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn.    Battle  of,  Nov.  24,  1863.    Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 489 

War  Department,  U.  S 489 

Loomis,  Gustavus.    Mentioned 146,622 

Lord,  Newton  B.    Mentioned 619 

Lord,  WUliam  P. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  C.  Schenck 10 

Mentioned 611 

Losses  in  Action.    See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.    Returns  of  Cas- 
ualties. 

Lothian,  James  A.    Mentioned 146 

Louisiana  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions :    Wasliington,  373,  851,  906;    Washington 

(Batteries),  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  687.    Batteries :  Donaldsonville,  688,  903 ; 

Louisiana  Guard,  637,688,903;  Madison,  687. 

IntantTy— Battalions :  Coppens',  265,690,851,906.    Regiments:  1st,  2d,  5th, 

684,  899;  6th,  518,  684,  899;  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  14th,  15th,  684,  899. 
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Love,  J.  R.    Mentioned 812  909 

Iiow,  Thomas.    Mentioned 621 

LoTve,  Samuel  D.    Mentioned 686  901 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr. 
Coifespondence  with 

Corcoran,  Michael 350  471 

Heintzelman,  SamnelP 53,113 

Meade,  George  6 152 

Mentioned 28 

69, 98, 99, 134, 177, 239, 253, 325, 345, 348, 350, 363, 399, 405, 523, 566, 567, 610 

Lowrance,  William  L.  J.    Mentioned 686,901 

Lowry,  Francis  M.    Mentioned 616 

Lowry,  William  M.    Mentioned 813,909 

Lowther,  A.  A.    Mentioned 683 

Lumbard,  George  W.    Mentioned 123,603. 

Lumpkin,  Samuel  P.    Mentioned 683,900 

Lurty,  'Warren  S.    Mentioned 909 

Lusk,  Isaac  M.     Mentioned 601 

Lusk,  Thurlow  W.    Mentioned 610 

Lydia,  Schooner.    Mentioned 232 

Lynch,  William  A.    Mentioned 601 

Lynch,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 745 

Whiting,  WiUiam  H.  C 888 

Mentioned 452,456,745 

McAfee,  Lee  M.     Mentioned 689,907 

McAllister,  Robert.    Mentioned 602 

McAnally,  John.    Mentioned 566 

McCabe,  George  P.    Mentioned 606 

McCallum,  Dauiel  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 253 

Ingalls,  Eufus -. 298,413 

Mentioned 242,253,376 

McCalmont,  Alfred  B.    Mentioned 119,599 

McCandless,  William.    Mentioned 124,604 

McCarthy,  Edward  S.    Mentioned 687,904 

McCarthy,  Jeremiah.    Mentioned 139 

McCartney,  William  H.    Mentioned 125,605 

McCaslin,  Maxwell.    Mentioned 141,616 

McCausland,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 667, 

693, 699, 722, 734, 737, 744, 747, 786, 790, 792, 796, 797, 822, 824, 834, 855, 871 

Mentioned 707, 721, 732-734, 744, 746, 751, 7.57, 787, 792, 793, 

795,  796,  799, 801, 804, 812, 813, 817, 822, 824, 834, 856, 857, 870, 879, 908, 909 

MoChesney,  Joseph  M.    Mentioned 35, 144, 524, 618, 621 

McClanahan,  J.  H.    Mentioned 904 

McClellan,  George  B.    Mentioned 208,227,237 

McClellan,  Samuel  A.    Mentioned '. 601 

McClennan,  Matthew  R.    Mentioned 122 

McClung,  HughL.  W.    Mentioned 813,909 

McComb,  William.     Mentioned 685, 901 

McCoiiihe,  Samuel.    Mentioned 596 
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McConnick,  Charles.    Mentioned 495 

McCoy,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 119,599 

MoCreary,  David  B.     Mentioned 600 

McCrone,  Alexander  F.    Mentioned _.      136 

McCue,  J.  M.     Correspondence  with  Robert  E.Lee 755 

McCuen,  Alexander.    Mentioned 600 

McCulloch,  Samuel  B.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jeremiah  C. 
Sullivan. 

McCnrdy,  Wilbur  G.    Mentioned 608 

McDonald,  Alexander  J.    Mentioned 605 

McDonald,  Morgan  F.     Mentioned 590 

McDonough,  Patrick.     Mentioned 604 

McDougall,  Archibald  L.    Mentioned 127 

MacDougall,  Clinton  D.     Mentioned 121 

McDcvrell,  Irvin.    Mentioned 533 

McDowell,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 822,826 

Mentioned 797 

McDowell,  John  A.    Mentioned 684 

McElrath,  Thompson  P.    Mentioned 145,622 

McElroy,  John  S.    Mentioned 686 

McElwain,  ■William  S.    Mentioned 602 

McEntee,  John.    Mentioned 371 

McEvily,  William.    Mentioned 133 

McGee, .    Mentioned 493 

McG-ill,  George  M.    Mentioned 247 

McGilvery,  Freeman.    Mentioned... 129 

McGowan,  S.    Mentioned 686,732,740,819 

McGowan,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned 613,614 

McGraw,  Joseph.    Mentioned 688,841,842,903 

McGregor,  WilUam  M.     Mentioned 687,904 

Mcllrath,  James  P.    Mentioned 616 

Mclntire,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 607 

Mcintosh,  David  G.    Mentioned 638,688,840-842,903 

Mcintosh,  John  B.     Mentioned 24,34,42,108,128,247,248 

Mclntyre,  James.    Mentioned 122 

Mclnvin,  Samuel.    Mentioned 128 

Mclvor,  James  P.    Mentioned 133,610 

McKamy,  J.  A.    Mentioned 812,909 

McKay,  William  A.     Mentioned 133 

McKeage,  Jolin.     Mentioned 29 

McKee,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned 579 

McKee,  Samuel  A.    Mentioned 123,145 

McKeen,  H.  Boyd.    Mentioned 120,600 

McKelvey,  Samuel.    Mentioned 28,133,405,610 

Mackenzie,  Ranald  S. 

Correspondence  with  James  C.  Duane '. 525 

Mentioned 445,528 

McKethan,  Hector.  '  Mentioned 883,906 

McEiernan,  James.    Mentioned 602 

McEjnley,  Norval.     Mentioned 615 

McKinney,  C.  S.     Mentioned 818 

MoKissick,  J.  G.    Correspondence  with  Arnold  Elzey 677 
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McKnight,  George  F.    Mentioned 123,603 

McKnight,  James.    Mentioned 125,605 

McLaughlen,  Napoleon  B.    Mentioned 122,146 

McLaughlin,  James  H.    Mentioned 620 

McLaws,  Lafayette.    Mentioned 105,  158, 160, 167, 178, 251, 636, 681, 682, 706 

McLellan,  Curwen  B.    Mentioned 247 

McMahan,  John.    Mentioned 139 

McMahon,  Ed-ward.    Mentioned 874 

McMahon,  James  P. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  M.  Alexander 588 

Mentioned •. 113_  133,610 

McMahon,  J.  J.    Mentioned 662,813 

McMahon,  Martin  T.     Mentioned 342 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  Sedgwick. 

McMichael,  Richards.    Mentioned 120 

McMillan,  Robert.    Mentioned 682 

McMnllin,  James  R.     Mentioned 139,616 

McNally,  Patrick.    Mentioned 177 

McNary,  William  H.     Mentioned 621 

McNeill,  JohnH.     Mentioned 632,755,846 

McPhail,  G.  W.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  ,Tohn  D.  Imboden. 

McPhail,  J.  Ij.    Correspondence  with  George  H.  Sharpe 319, 532 

McRae,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Peter  Mallett 660 

Mentioned 660,  837 

MacRae,  'William.    Mentioned : 901 

McReynolds,  Andre-w  T. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  F.  Wildes 22 

Mentioned 140 

McVicker,  George  'W.    Mentioned 140,616 

Macon,  Littleton.    Mentioned 644 

Macon,  Dliles  C.    Mentioned 687,905 

Macy,  George  N.    Mentioned 601 

Madill,  Henry  J.    Mentioned 601 

Magruder,  John  B.    Mentioned 416,869 

Mahone,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 234,685,900 

Maine  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— fle^/menfe ;  1st,  132, 146, 609, 623. 

Artillery,  Light— fiatter/es :  2d,  120,  130,608;  4th,  123,  130,603;-  5th,  120, 
130,600;  6th,  129, 130, 607. 

Cavalry— ffe^/me/ite ;  Ist,  118,128,598,606. 

Infantry— /fe^/me/jte:  3d,  4th,  121,  558,  601;  5th,  124,  558,  604;  6th,  125, 
558,  604  ;  7th,  125,  558,605;  10th,  127;  16th,  119,  599;  17th,  l'J2,  602; 
19th,  120,600;  20th,  123,603. 
Mallett,  Peter. 

Correspondence  with 

McKae,  J.C 660 

Preston,  John  S 660 

Mentioned -- - 837 

MaUory,  Stephen  R.     Mentioned '. 727,745,774,786 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Mallory,  W.  B.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S ,653 

Manly,  Basil  C.    Mentioned 687,904 
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Mann,  Daniel  P.    Mentioned — .. 118,599 

Mann,  Hobart  D.    Correspondence  with  Alfred  Pleasontou ; 160 

Mann,  'William  D. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  Cnster - —        43 

Mentioned 42,128 

Manning,  Van  H.    Mentioned 683 

Manning,  W.  R.     Mentioned 682 

Mansfield,  John.     Mentioned 599 

Maps  and  Sketches.     See  Sketches. 

Marble,  Frank  E.     Mentioned 602 

Markbreit,  Zieopold.    Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell 363 

Markell,  'WiUiam  L.    Mentioned 606 

Markbam,  JohnC    Mentioned 597 

Markhead  [?], .    Mentioned 556 

Marshall,  Charles.    For  correspondence  as  A.D.C.,  see  JSoSert  E.  Lee. 

Marshall,  Hawes  E.    Mentioned 776 

Marshall,  J.  K.    Mentioned 685,901 

Marston,  Ficuik  W. 

Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 211,214,257 

Mentioned ..... . 204 

Marston,  Gilman. 

Correspondence  with  John  Mix 364 

Mentioned 571.618,620 

Martin,  Lientenant.    Mentioned 3 

Martin,  Augustus  P. 

Correspondence  with  George  Sykes 487 

Mentioned ,...: 124,487 

Martin,  Frederick.    Mentioned 447,495 

Martin,  James  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 630, 710 

Jones,  Samuel 721,768 

Pickett,  George  E 777 

,      Whiting,  William  H.  C 629,632,675 

Mentioned 36,352,629,630,672, 

696, 700, 704, 730, 762, 767, 771, 772,  774, 776, 777, 784, 814,  857, 887, 907, 910 

Martin,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 129,607 

Martin,  Leonard.    Mentioned 125 

Martin,  Montgomery.    Mentioned 144, 621 

Martin,  "WilUam  F.     Mentioned 692,907 

Martin,  "W.  K.     Mentioned 803 

Martindale,  John  H.    Mentioned 28, 40, 41, 132, 405, 523, 608 

Marye,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 688,903 

Marye,  Morton.    Mentioned 682,906 

Maryland.     Military  departments  embracing 27,577 

Maryland  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— ffarter/es  ;  Baltimore,  856,  902,  905 ;  Chesapeake,  637, 
688, 902 ;  Dement's,  637, 688, 902. 

Cavalry— 5aHa//ons;  1st,  686,708,  856,902,  905;  2d,  338,358,  360,590,709, 
739, 847,904, 916',  921, 922. 

Infantry— fiarta//o/7S;  1st,  684,856,902,905. 

Miscellaneoos- Maryland  Line,  727, 898, 904. 
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Maryland  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— ffarter/es;  A,  129,  130,  600;  B,  139,  615;  A  (6  months), 

134,568,611;  B  (6  months),  134,568,611;  Baltimore,  134,568.611. 
Ca,va,\Tj— Battalions :  Cole's,  139, 140,  615,  916,  920 ;  PumeU  Legion,  134, 
135,611,612.  Companies:  Smith's,  319,  612.  Regiments:  1st,  122,  128, 
598;  2d,  135,612;  3d,  399,524,568,611. 
Ia{a,ntiy— Companies :  Patapsco  Guards,  136,  614.  Regiments:  Ist,  119, 
559, 599  ;.  1st  E.  S.,  9, 135, 139, 260, 612 ;  1st  P.  H.  B.,  9,  139,  615  ;  2d  Ji. 
S.,  9, 135, 139, 612, 615  ;  2d  P.  H.  B., '  139,  140, 615,  616 ;  3d,  127 ;  3d  P. 
H.B.,  135,568,611;  4th,  119,599;  5th,  611;  6th,  122,602;  7th,  8th,  119, 
599;  9th,  9,139,351,352,615,915;  10th,  9, 139, 611  ;  PumeU  Legion,  135, 
568,611. 

Mason,  Addison  G.    Mentioned 216,504 

Mason,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 133 

Mason,  Ed-win  C.     Mentioned 125,605 

Mason,  John  S. 

Mentioned 91 

Relieved  of  command  of  Camp  Cleveland,  Ohio 91 

Mason,  Philip  D.    Mentioned 129 

Massachusetts  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— flatta//o/JS .•  1st,  146,  623.     Batteries:   3d  Unattached 
Company,  146,  623 ;  6th  Unattached  Company,  146,  623 ;  7th  Unat- 
tached Company,  623 ;  11th  Unattached  Company,  623 ;  12th  Unat- 
tached Company,  623.    Regiments :  1st,  133,  139,  609 ;  2d,  619,  621. 
Artillery,  Light— flafter/es ;  1st  (A),  125,  130,  605;  3d  (C),  124,  130,  604; 
5th  (E),  124,  130,  604 ;  7th  ( G),  94,  145, 167,  608 ;  9th,  129, 130, 607 ;  10th, 
123,  130,  603. 
Ca^alTy— Regiments :  1st,  128,606;  2d,  133,  134,  610. 
Infantry — Companies:  1st  Sharpshooters,  121,  601.    Regiments:  1st,  122, 
146, 307,  558, 602 ;  2d,  50, 53,  94, 127, 145, 167 ;  7th,  125,  558,  605 ;  9th,  123, 
558, 603 ;  10th,  125, 558, 605 ;  11th,  122,  .558, 602  ;  12th,  13th,  119, 558, 599 ; 
15th,  120,  558,  600;  16th,  122,  558,  602;  17th,  143,  621;  18th,  123,  558,  , 
603;  19th,  20th,  121,  558,  601;  22d,  123,  603;   23d,  143,  276,  301,  620; 
25th,  143,144,367,374,470,620;  27th,  143,  276,  301,619;  28th,  120,  600; 
32d,  123,603;  33d,  126;  34th,  99,100,139,615;  37th,  125,  145,  307,605; 
3pth,  119,599;  40th,  20;  55th,  619. 

Massasoit,  Steamer.     Mentioned ,..      288 

Massey,  George  V.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  B.  Lockwood. 

Massie,  JohnL.    Mentioned 688,903 

Mathews,  J.  D.    Mentioned 684,899 

Matthews,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 497 

Matthews,  William  J.    Mentioned 415 

Maulsby,  WilUamP.    Mentioned 139,614,615 

Maurin,  Victor.    Mentioned 688,841,842,903 

Maury,  J.  M.    Mentioned 690,783,856,905 

Maury,  R.  L.     Mentioned 783,905 

Mazw^eU,  Augustus  E.    Mentioned 886. 

May,  Ella,  Steamer.     Mentioned 416 

Mayes,  John.    Mentioned 620 

Mayo,  Joseph,  jr.    Mentioned 682 

Mayo,  Robert  M.    Mentioned 685,901 

Mead,  James  P.    Correspondence  with  Charles  Kingsbury,  jr 340 

*  6.  D.  Sammers'  company  (F)  serred  as  cavalry. 
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Meade,  George  G. 

Correspondence  ■with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 168,577 

Army  Headquarters 7, 

8,  13,  20,  46,  53,  60,73,  82,  83,88,103,111,112,147,151,158,160,161,167, 
175, 177-179, 186, 187, 195,  201,  202, 206, 216, 220, 227, 233, 242, 244, 246, 251, 
260, 262, 265, 276, 278, 279,  293,  294, 305, 313, 314, 326, 328, 332, 333, 338, 345, 
346, 354, 358, 361, 362, 367,  370,  375-377, 392, 395, 398, 400, 409, 412, 415, 418, 
423,429,435,438,  449,473,  474,495,  540,553,556,565,569,571,573,582,589 

Augnr,  Christopher  C 314,323,569,582,583 

Ayres,  Eomeyn  B 9 

Benham,  Henry  W 161,273,407,408,415,498 

Caldwell,  John  C 280 

Corcoran,  Michael .' 344 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 12,18 

French,  William  H. . .  176, 190, 197, 217, 245, 264, 279-284, 292, 299, 303, 304, 324- 
327. 329, 333,  334, 336,  339, 341, 343, 348, 356, 371, 372, 379, 382, 386-390, 393, 
397, 403, 417, 426, 430-433, 435-437, 439, 440, 442, 478, 479, 481, 484-486, 490- 
494, 497-501, 50:?-509, 513-515, 517-522, 526-528, 530. 535, 536, 538,.  91><,  925 

Hanpt,  Hermann 178 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 23 

Holland,  John  E 295 

Howard,  Oliver  O 7,9,12,50,159,172,176,209,214,218 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 43, 44, 224, 454, 459, 460, 591-593 

Hunt,  Henry  J 157,410 

Ingalls,  Rufus 472 

Kenly,  John  E 537 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 89,263 

King,  Rufus 76,325,344 

Lincoln,  Abraham 102,278,290,294,443,444 

Lockwood,  Henry  H 80 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr 152 

Merritt,  Wesley 589 

Morgan,  Charles  H 147 

Newton,  John 4,12,18-20,  22,49,60,62,7^,109,113,172,176, 

181,  205, 217, 227, 228, 232, 235, 236, 242, 245, 2.58,  259, 261, 264, 266,'269-275, 
279, 280, 284, 285, 291,  296, 300, 304, 324, 325, 343, 348, 355, 357, 372, 3r0, 385, 
387, 390, 417, 474, 477, 493, 505, 508, 514, 516,  520, 535, 536, 539,  584, 587, 593 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 215,217,218,252,267,271,335, 

339-341, 346, 362, 37] ,  372, 381,  388, 389,  530, 538, 542, 545, 546, 549, 553, 578 

Patrick,  Marsena  E 26 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 17, 

18,  24,  32,  39,41,  42,44,  45,  63,66,74,  75,82,  89,92,  93,103,105,  108,148, 
175,  178,  180,  191,  196,  215,  268,271,  272,  279,302,  378,  379,  382,  393,402, 
413, 418, 431, 439, 442, 446, 448, 454, 461,  480, 482, 488,  551, 555, 927, 928, 931 

Prince,  Henry 339 

Schurz,  Carl 33,61,62,68,76 

Sedgwick,  John 39, 

46,188,197,251,266,272,  274,283-286,291,295,  296,298,  324,335,342,355, 
356, 389, 427, 428, 430-434, 437, 438,  444, 511, 519, 534,  592, 917, 918, 924-930 

Sharpe,  George  H 3,370,512,518,526 

Slocum,  Henry  W 25,37, 

50, 60, 74, 76, 176, 178, 189, 1 97, 200, 203, 208. 213, 217, 218 
Stoneman,  George 263,448 
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Meade,  George  G.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Stryker,  William  S 209,210 

Sykes,  George 6,19,39,41,50,67,148,178, 

190, 196, 252, 274, 275,  281,  284, 295, 303, 313, 314, 323,  324, 326, 335, 342, 34i., 
347, 356, 379, 389, 436, 481, 487, 490, 491, 498,  501, 502, 504, 521, 536, 539,  923 

Taylor,  Peter 'A 43 

Terry,  Henry  D _. 297,500,304 

War  Department,  U.  S " 11,30,35,37,323,489 

Warren,  GouvernenrK 60,62,76, 

84, 112, 147,  159,  169, 175, 180,  189, 204,  205,  209, 210, 214, 220, 224, 242, 281, 

•  292, 295, 297-299, 314, 324, 327-329, 342, 343, 348, 354, 355, 368, 389, 477-479, 

484, 488, 490, 49f ,  499, 502, 517, 518, 525, 529, 535, 541, 546, 547, 577,  918,  921 

Webl),  Alexander  S ._ 196 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 147 

Williams,  Seth 39,42,368 

Mentioned 8,11,13.19,26,28,35,40,42-45,73,78,87-90,92,94, 

99,  101,  103,  111,  112,  l^B,  130, 131, 154, 162, 167, 176',  183, 185, 187, 197, 206- 
208, 219, 223, 239.546, 255, 262, 277-279, 287, 303, 311, 323, 332, 336, 352, 359- 
361,  365, 366,569, 371, 376,  .396, 398, 399, 402, 405, 413, 414, 419, 420, 439, 440, 
442,  448, 470, 484, 495, 500, 517, 523-525, 537, 552, 558, 563, 564, 570, 571, 582, 
584,  589, 592, 595, 598, 649, 661, 712, 720, 721, 731, 739, 742, 749, 753, 754, 756, 
758,  759, 766, 779, 790, 794, 799, 800, 803, 815, 819, 832, 846, 847, 888,  927,  928 

Means,  James  C.    Mentioned 132 

Means,  Samuel  C. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,.  TJ.  S 52 

Mentioned 53,139,615,919,922 

Meeds,  Charles.    Mentioned 598 

Meigs,  JohnR.    Mentioned 415 

Meigs,  MontgomeryC.     Mentioned 11,40,51,53,79,255,261,422 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Meikel,  George  W.    Mentioned 145 

Melvin,  Thayer.    Mentioned 414 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Kelley. 

Mendell,  George  H.    Mentioned 28,118,342,405,428 

Mercer,  John  T.    Mentioned 683,900 

Merchant,  Charles  S.    Mentioned 28,134,622 

Meredith,  Solomon. 

Assignment  to  command 414 

Mentioned 414 

Merriam,  Gustavns  P.     Mentioned 133,615 

Merriam,  "Waldo.    Mentioned 122,602 

Merrill,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 122 

Merrill,  Henry  P.    Mentioned 146 

Merriman,  T.  Adams.    Mentioned 143 

Menitt,  "Wesley. 

Correspondence  with 

Buford,  John 424 

Meade,  George  G 589 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 25, 33, 78, 89,  388, 544.  .'">45, 549, 551, 929 

Mentioned 24,32,41,51,67,74,89,382,393, 

400,  403, 407, 425, 445,  496, 529, 543, 546,  551,  555, 584, 587, 592, 593, 606, 607 

Meaervey,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 133,609 

Metcalf,  Richard.    Mentioned 601 

Michigan,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned —      458 
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Michigan  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ffatter/es ;  9th,*  .^)2. 129, 130;  lOth.t  132. 

Ca,vaiiy— Regiments:  1st,  128,  606,  610;  5th,  128,  606;  6th,  128,  139,  606, 

615 ;  7th,  128,  448,  606. 
InfantTj— Regiments :  1st,  123,  560,  603 ;  Sd,  46,  94,  114,  122,  145,  164,  167, 
560,  602  ;  4th,  123,  560,  603  ;  5th,  51,  53,  94,  110, 114, 122,  146,  164, 107,  560, 
602;  7th,  46,  94,  121,  145,  167,  601 ;  16th,  123,  603;  24th,  119,  599 ;  26th, 
146, 164,  307,  341,  600. 

Michler,  Nathaniel.    Mentioned 501,, 505 

Mickley,  James.    Mentioned 136 

Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps). 

Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

Marston,  Gilman 364 

Schenck,  Eobert  C 310,364 

Lockwood,  Henry  H. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Ist  Separate  Brigade  in 365 

Assigned  to  command  of 477 

Assumes  command  of 548 

Morris,  William  W. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of 224 

Assumes  temporary  command  of 27 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  43,  27 ;  No.  44,  116  ;  No.  48,  290 ;  No. 
51,  365;  No.  53,  394;  No.  55,  411;  No.  59,  449;  No.  66,  547; 
No.  67,548;  No.  68,  568. 
Schenck,  Eobert  C. 

Eelieved  from  command  of 477 

Eelinquishcs  command  of 547 

Resumes  command  of 116,290 

Tyler,  Erastus  B.,  assigned  to  eommand  of  3d  Separate  Brigade  in 365 

Union  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,  1863 29 

Aug.  31, 1863 134,135 

Sept.  30,1863 239 

Oct.  31,  1863 406 

Nov.  30,  1863 524 

Dec.  31,  1863 i 611,612 

Miles,  Nelson  A.    Mentioned .   120 

Military  Commission.    Constituted  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 

Carolina 534 

Millborougb,  Va.,  Agent  at.    Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 826 

Milledge,  John,  jr.    Mentioned 688,903 

Miller,  Emerson.    Mentioned 116 

Miller,  Francis  C.    Mentioned 599 

Miller,  John  Ii.    Mentioned 686,901 

MiUer,  M.  B.     Mentioned 687,841 

MilUgan,  James  F.    Correspondence  with 

Elzey,  Arnold 787 

Pickett,  George  E 788 

Eansom,  Matt.  W 624 

War  Department,  C.  S 849 

Woodley,  Joseph  E ^       635 

Miln,  David  I.    Mentioned 605 

Milton,  John.    Mentioned 886 

♦Afterward  Battery  I,  1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery. 
tAfterwaid  Battery  E,  lat  Michigan  Light  Artillery. 
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Miner,  Milton  L.    Mentioned 139  615 

Mine  Run,  Va.,  Campaign,  Nov.  26-Dec.  2,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Carr,  Joseph  B 512 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 513  514 

Custer,  George  A 93O 

Cutler,  Ly Sander 521 

Frenoh,  William  H 491-494, 497-509, 514, 516, 521 ,  522, 527, 530, 536 

Gregg,  David  McM 511,929 

Mackenzie,  Ranald  S 525 

Meade,  George  G 49O 

492, 493,  496-501, 503, 505, 507, 509, 511, 514-516, 518-520, 526-528, 534, 535 

Merritt,  Wesley 929 

Newton,  Joliu 493, 505, 508, 514,-520 

Norvell,  John  M 498 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 529,928,931 

Prince,  Henry ; 499,513,515 

Sedgwick,  John 927-930 

Sykes,  George 490,491,498,501,502,504,521 

Sharpe,  George  H 526 

Turnbull,  Charles  N 492 

War  Department,  U.  S 537 

Warren,  Gou verneur  K 490, 496, 499, 502, 517, 525, 529, 535 

Wright,  Horatio  G 930,931 

Sketches i.  496,522,932,933 

Mink,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 132,600 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 670 

Minnesota  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry — Companies:  2d  Sharpshooters,  120,601.    Regiments:  1st,  46,94, 
120, 145, 167, 560, 600. 
Mississippi  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  Confederate  Guards,  689 ;  Madison  Light, 

688,903. 
Cavalij— Regiments :  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  686, 707, 863, 902. 
Infantry— /?e^/Vnenfe ;  2d,  11th,  685,901 ;  12th,  685,900;  13th,  682;  16th, 
685,900;    17th,  18th,  682;    19th,   685,900;    22d,  682;   42d,  685,901; 
48th,  179, 685, 900. 

Mitchell,  John  G.    Mentioned , 102 

Mitchell,  "W.  L.     Mentioned 686 

Mix,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Gilman  Marston 364 

Mentioned 620 

Miz,  Simon  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  J.  Peck 288 

Mentioned 143,288,301,620 

Mlotkov^ski,  Stanislaus.    Mentioned 135,612 

Mobley,  Edward  M.    Mentioned 599 

Modem  Queen,  Steamer.    Mentioned 671 

Moescb,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 599 

MofTett,  C.  J.    Mentioned 900 

Moffett,  Samuel  A.    Mentioned 119,599 

Moffitt,  Stephen.    Mentioned 621 

Monaghan,  William.    Mentioned 684,899 
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Paga 
Monongabela,  Department  of  the.    Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength, 
etc. 

Aug.  10,1863 - 29 

Aug.  31,1863 137,138 

Deo.  31,1863 617,618 

Monroe,  J.  Albert. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  J.  Hunt. 413 

Mentioned - 132,601 

Montague,  George  L.     Mentioned 125,  US 

Montague,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 690 

Moody,  G.  V.     Mentioned 687 

Moody,  William  H.     Mentioned 605 

Moor,  Augustus. 

Correspondence  with 

Averell,  William  W 550 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 73,550 

Mentioned : 140,  446,617 

Moore,  Colonel.    Mentioned 675 

Moore,  Alexander  C.     Mentioned 140 

Moore,  Alexander  D.     Mentioned 814,907 

Moore,  John  "W.     Mentioned 1 691,765,814,907 

Moore,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned 688,903 

Moore,  J.  W.    Mentioned 882,883 

Moore,  Roger.    Correspondence  with  George  E.  Pickett 882 

Moore,  'William.    Mentioned 1 126 

Moorefield,  W.  Va.    Affair  at,  Sept.  11,  1863.    Communication  from  Benja- 
min F.  Kelley 182 

Moorman,  Marcellus  N.    Mentioned 687, 841, 904 

Morehead,  Governor,  Steamer.    Mentioned -..        71 

Morehead,  Turner  6.    Mentioned 601 

Morfit,  Mason.     Mentioned 773 

Morford,  W^illiam  E.     Mentioned 383,384 

Morgan,  Charles  H.    Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 147 

Warren,  Gouvemenr  K 546 

Morgan,  JohnH.     Mentioned 150 

Morgan,  William  C.    Mentioned 601 

Moroney,  Richard.    Mentioned ■. 120 

Morris,  Lewis  O.     Mentioned 132,394,609 

Morris,  William  E.     Mentioned 611 

Morris,  WilliamH.     Mentioned 122,602 

Morris,  WiUiam  T.    Mentioned 590 

Morris,  'William  'W. 

Assignment  to  command 224 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps). ..        27 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 63,87 

Mentioned 29,63,134,224,239,365,406,524,611 

Morrison,  E.  M.    Mentioned 812,908 

Morrison,  Thomas  G.    Mentioned 600 

Morrow,  Albert  P.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  John  Bxtford. 

Morrow,  B.  Mortimer.    Mentioned 615 

Morrow,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 119,599 

Morse,  M.  H.    Mentioned 163 

Morton,  Howard.    Mentioned 140 
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Mosby,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 931 

Mentioned 23,24,26,42,44,68,113,152, 

15S),  177, 221, 34r>,  350, 358,  360, 3G9, 3S0, 397, 585,  588, 652, 653, 661, 76C,  847 

Moseley,  E.  F.     Mentioned 690,906 

Moseley,  Hillery.    Mentioned 685,901 

Moson,  Richard  F.     Mentioned 137 

Mott,  Gershom. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  William  H 327 

Prince,  Henry 335 

Mentioned 122,333,339,602 

Moulton,  Orson.     Mentioned 144,620 

Muhlenberg,  Edward  D.     Mentioned 127 

Mulford,  John  E.     Mentioned 268 

Mulligan,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley 264 

Mentioned 30, 138, 140, 205, 211, 240,  365, 406, 524, 580, 614, 616 

Mundin,  Mrs.     Mentioned 883 

Muuford,  Thomas  T.     Mentioned 686,708,902 

Munitions  of  War.     Supplies  of,  etc.     Conimuuiciitious  from 

Adjutaut-Geucral's  Office,  U.  S.  A 14 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.  A 911 

Army  Headquarters 8, 13,589 

Benham,  Henry  W - 407 

Barnard,  John  G 393 

Bowyer,  Thomas  M 806 

Cole,  A.  H 655,657,715 

Custer,  George  A 448 

Early,  Jul>al  A - 759 

Elzey,  Arnold 657,658 

Ewell,  Richard  S 760 

French,  S.  Bassett 656 

Hunt,  Henry  J 237,241,383,391,413,488 

Ingall8,Rufu8 261,298,472,533 

Imhodeu,  John  D 913 

Jones,  Samuel 732, 782 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 441 

Lamar,  A.  K 911 

Lee,  Robert  E  . . . .  625, 628,  648,  714 ,  794, 820, 830, 832, 833, 837, 844, 858, 862, 889, 890 

Lee,  S.Phillips 353 

Meade,  George  G 85,332,407,408,420 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 353 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 836 

Ordnance  Department,  C.S.  A 740 

Peck,  John  J 416 

Pendleton,  William  N 643,697,863 

Pleasouton,  Alfred 382,404  418,448 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 784 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P ii90 

Stoneman,  George 398.419,44S 

Stuart,  J.E.B *>2 

Subsistence  Department,  C.S. A 760,843,912 

Vance,  Robert  B 836 
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Page. 
Mi'nitions  of  War.    Supplies  of,  etc. — Continued.    Communications  from 

War  Department,  C.S 631,658,659,804,828,831,835,838 

Watkins,  H.  Carrington 659 

Whiting,  WUliam  H.  C - 818 

Munn,  Daniel.    Mentioned 670 

Murchison,  Kenneth  M.    Mentioned 684,899 

Murden,  Thomas  I.    Mentioned 597 

Murphy,  Alexander.    Mentioned 137 

Murphy,  MatheTiv.    Mentioned 133,357 

Murphy,  Michael  C.     Mentioned 610 

Murray,  Catharine.     Mentioned 585 

Murray,  Edward.    (Confederate.)    Mentioned 781,844 

Murray,  Edivard.    (Union.)    Mentioned 134 

Murray,  John  B.    Mentioned 619 

Musaer,  John  D.    Mentioned 599 

Mussey,  William  H.    Mentioned 415 

Myers,  Edward.    Mentioned 546 

Myers,  Jasper.    Mentioned "  495 

Myers,  John.    Mentioned 71 

Myers,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 865 

Myers,  William.    Mentioned 140 

Myers,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel 707,712,718,721,874,886,891 

NichoUs,  Francis  T 886 

Mentioned 725,891 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  Jones. 

ITadenbousch,  J.  Q.  A,    Mentioned 684,899 

ITaglee,  Henry  M. 

Assignment  to  command 88 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 36, 55, 88,  !»1, 100, 104, 107, 183, 198, 235 

Getty,  George  W 23,26,199 

Ker,  George  J 216 

Lee,  John  C : 48 

Lewis,  William X74 

Kowe,  Frederick  A 80 

Stetson,  Abisha 200 

Willard,  Charles  D ; 48 

Wistar,  Isaac  J  91,95,102,104,114-117,152 

Mentioned 30,54,56,82,88,99,101,142,174,219,223,226,230,235 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 219,226 

Nance,  James  D.    Mentioned 682 

Narrows,  Va.,  Operator  at.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 744 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Lynch,  William  F ; 745 

War  Department,  C.S 745 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 5^^ 

Harwood,  Andrew  A 219 

Lee,  S.Phillips """  35:j_367 

War  Department,  U.  S 212 

Neel,  William  H.  R.    Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 225 

228,241,245,259,382 
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ITeg^oes.    Employment  of,  as  laborers,  etc.    Communications  from 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 635,646 

Jones,  Samnel 702 

Stevens,  Walter  H 630 

War  Department,  C.  S 646 

Neill,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned eo.'i 

Nelson, .    Mentioned '. 625 

Nelson,  John  A.    Mentioned 619 

Nelson,  AATilliam.     Mentioned 637,688,840,841,898,903 

Nethercutt,  John  H.    Mentioned 692 

Nevin,  David  J.    Mentioned 125 

Nevin,  John  I.    Mentioned 125 

Nevin,  Robert  J.    Mentioned 136,613 

Ne'wr  Berne,  N.  C.    Re-enforcements  for.    Communication  from  George  E. 

Pickett 793 

Newhall,  P.  C.     Mentioned 246 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  T.  G.,  see  Alfred  Pleaaonton, 
New  Hampshire  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Batteries  :  1st,  146, 623 ;  2d,  623. 
Artillery,  Light— flarter/es ;  1st,  129,  130,  603. 

Infantry— fle^/menfe :  2d,  620 ;  5th,  160,  620 ;  10th,  142,  619 ;  12th,  620 ; 
13th,  142,  619;  14th,  132,608. 

New  Ironsides,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 268,581,745,761 

New  Jersey  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— fia^enes  :   Ist,  129,  130, 607 ;  2d,  123, 130, 603 ;   3d,  4th, 

5th,  608. 
Cavalry — Regiments :  Ist,  128,  606. 

Infantry— ^ey/menfe :  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  124,  559,  604  ;  5th,  6th,  122,  559, 
602;  7th,  8th,  122,  602;  9th,  100,  144,  276,  301,  352,  470,  620;  10th,  136, 
318,  450,  613  ;  11th,  122,  602 ;  12th,  121,  601 ;  13th,  127  ;  14th,  122,  602 ; 
15th,  124,  604 ;  33d,  156,  167. 

Newton,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 621 

Newton,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Camp,  Norman  H 526-528 

Carrington,  Edward 270 

Cutler,  Lysauder 266,269,521 

Meade,  George  G 4, 12, 18-20,22,49, 60,62, 72, 109, 113, 172, 176, 

181, 205, 217, 227, 228, 232, 235, 236, 242, 245, 2.58, 259, 261, 264, 266, 269-275, 
279, 280, 284 ,  285, 291, 296, 300, 304, 324, 325,  343, 348, 355, 357, 372, 380, 385, 
387,  390,  417, 474, 477, 493, 505, 508, 514, 516,  520, 535, 536, 539, 584, 587, 593 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 261 

AViggins,  John  C 526-528 

Mentioned 5, 6, 9, 21, 25, 28, 47, 67, 68, 115, 118, 119, 130, 131, 169, 176, 179, 

131, 191, 196, 228, 236, 239, 266, 268, 271-276, 280, 281, 285, 287, 291, 300, 303, 
304, 306, 324,  325, 349,  355, 356, 368, 372, 379, 386, 388, 389, 405, 417, 425, 426, 
429, 433, 435, 437, 439,  441, 480, 481, 489, 492, 495, 504, 508, 513, 514, 516, 520, 
522,  525,  526, 530-532, 535, 536, 539, 543, 575, 584, 593, 598, 599, 607, 624, 846 

Newton,  Robert  T.    Mentioned 806 

New^  York,  City  and  Harbor  of.    Edward  E.  S.  Canby  relieved  from  com- 
mand of  443 

New  York,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters SI** 

Dix,  John  A 453 
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Ne'w  ITork  Harbor.    Defense  of.    Commuuicationa  from 

Army  Headquarters -- 54 

Caaby,  Edward  E.  S 64 

New  York  Troops. 
Meutioued. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  2d,  4th,  133,609;  Sth,  133,134,611,615; 
6th,  129, 383, 607;  7th,  132, 609  ;  8th,  99, 100, 134, 611 ;  9th,  132,  609  ; 
10th,  1.33,609;  11th,  145,140;  13th,  145,367,619;  14th,  622;  14th, 
{Batteries),  C,  D,  E,  F,  622;  15th,  133,  609;  16th,  620. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries :  Goodwin's  {Militia),  137 ;  1st,  3d,  125, 
130, 605 ;  4th,  129, 130 ;  5th,  6th,  129, 130, 607 ;  7th,  142, 322. 619 ;  8th, 
143,566,620;  9th,  132,  609;  11th,  129,  130,  607;  12th,  123,  130,  603; 
13th,  126,  130;  15th,  129,  130,  607;  16th,  143,  620;  17th,  133,  610; 
19th,  132,  608 ;  20th,  145,  146,  622 ;  23d,  144,  621 ;  24th,  143,  621 ; 
27th,  136,  613;  28th,  145,  146,  622;  30th,  140,  615;  32d,  139,  615; 
33d,  608.  Regiments:  lat  {Batteries),  A.,  137,  613;  B,  129,  130,  607; 
C,  124,  130,  604;  D,  123,  130,  603;  E,  600;  P,  132,  608;  G,  121,  130,  * 
601 ;  H,  132,  600 ;  I,  126,  130 ;  K,  129,  130,  607  ;  L,  120,  130,  526,  600 ; 
M,  127,  130;  3d,  143,  621;  3d  {Batteries),  H,  367,  620;  M,  367,  470, 
619. 

Cavalry— Battalions :  23d,  143,288,621.  Companies:  Oneida,  118,599. 
Regiments :  1st,  140, 615 ;  2d,  35, 128, 606 ;  3d,  143, 165, 288, 367, 374, 
470, 561, 620, 804 ;  4th,  35, 128, 606 ;  5th,  128, 606 ;  6th,  128, 133, 234, 
606;  7th,*  88,  142,620;  8th,  128,  606;  9th,  128,234,606;  10th,  128, 
600, 606 ;  llth,  110, 132, 608 ;  12th,  143, 144, 165, 301, 374, 621 ;  13th, 
98,132,134,471,610;  14th,  94,145;  16th,  134, 609, 610 ;  18th,  94, 145; 
19th,  128, 172, 606 ;  20th,  399, 445, 619. 

Engineers— ffeflr/menfs ;  15th,  118,598;  50th,  118,407,598. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Sharpshooters,  119,  599.  Regiments:  5th 
{Veteran),  610 ;  7th,  600;  8th,  126;  10th,  121.601;  12th,  123,603; 
39th,  121, 559, 601 ;  40th,  122, 559, 602 ;  41st,  20 ;  42d,  121,  .5.^)9,  601 ; 
43d,  125,605;  44th,  123,578,603;  45th,  126;  49th,  125,605;  52d, 
120,600;  54th,  20;  57th,  120,600;  58th,  126;  59th,  121,601;  60th, 
127;  61st,  120,600;  62d,  125,  559,605;  63d,  64th,  120,  600;  65th, 
125,559,605;  66th,  120,600;  67th,  12.5,  559,  605;  68th,  126;  69th, 
120,600;  70th,  7lBt,  72d,  73d,  74th,  122,  559,  602;  7 ith  {Militia), 
458;  76th,  119,599;  77th,  125, 605;  78th,  127;  80th,  118, 598 ;  Slst, 
144, 277, 301, 620 ;  82d,  120, 559, 600 ;  83d,  103, 119, 559,  599 ;  84th,  119, 
559,  .599  ;  85th,  143, 621 ;  86th,  121, 601 ;  88th,  120, 600 ;  92d.  143, 621 ; 
93d,  118,  598;  94th,  95th,  119,  599;  96th,  143,  620,  621;  97th,  119, 
599  98th,  144,  277, 301, 572, 573,  620 ;  99th,  142,  143,  277, 621 ;  102d, 
127;  104th,  103,  119,  599;  106th,  122,  602;  107th,  50,  127;  108th, 
121,601;  109th,  132, 610;  111th,  121,  132,  405,  601,  610;  118th,  143, 
.322,  620;  119th,  126;  120th,  122,  282,  602;  12l8t,  124,  604;  122d, 
125,  605;  123d,  127;  124th,  125th,  126th,  121,  601;  127th,  20; 
132d,  143,  621;  134th,  136th,  126;  137th,  127;  139th,  143,  620; 
140th,  124,  603;  141st,  20,  126;  142d,  20;  143d,  20,  126;  144th, 
20;  145th,  127;  146th,  124,  603;  147th,  119,599;  148th,  142,216, 
619,620;  149th,  127,152;  150th,  127;  151st,  122, 602 ;  152d,94,145, 
157,307,600;  153d,  132, 608;  154th,  126;  155th,  133, 357, 610 ;  157th, 

.  20;  158th,  14iJ,  301, 621;  164th,  133,405,610;  168th,  45,120;  170th, 
133,357,610;  178th,  132;  182d,t  133,.357,G10. 


*lat  Mulluted  Kifle.s. 

t  Also  calk'il  COtU  Now  York  NatJo»»l  Gunvil  AHiltery. 
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Neiv  York  Troops— Coiitiiuicd. 

Recruitiueut,  orgauization,  etc.     Communications  from 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S 329 

New  York,  Governor  of 318 

Nicholls,  Frcinois  T. 

Aasignment  to  command 642 

Correspondence  with 

Adj  ntat^t  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 675, 829, 877, 878, 880 

Booth.D.C 880 

Jones;  Samuel 667,717,725,735,827,875 

Le  Faucheur,  L.J 880 

Myers,  William  B 886 

War  Department,  C.  S 667,719 

Mentioned 642,718 

Nichols,  George  S.    Mentioned 606 

Nields,  Benjamiu.    Mentioned 145, 156 

Nighbert,  James  A.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Nizoa,  Richard.    Mentioned 621 

Nolan,  Nicholas.    Correspondence  with  Alfred  Pleasonton 280, 281, 283 

Noland.B.P.    Mentioned 837,843 

Norcom,  J.     Mentioned 687 

Norris,  Wesley.    Mentioned 158 

Norris,  William.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Signal  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
North  Carolina. 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Statement  of  Michael  Cohen 71 

Operations  in.    Communication  from  William  F.Lyuch 745 

Union  sentiment  in.     Communications  from 

McEae,J.C 660 

Mallett,  Peter 660 

North  Carolina,  Department  of.    (Confederate.) 
Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 882 

De  Bordeuave,  F 884 

Pickett.  George  E 881 

War  Department,  C.S 805,818 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 651,695,690,715 

Confederate  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10, 1863 639 

Aug.  31, 1863 - 691,692 

Sept.  20, 1863 737 

Sept.30, 1863 765 

Nov.  27,  1863 - 851 

Dec.  31, 1863 906,907 

Disposition  of  troops  in.    Communication  from  Matt.  W.  Ransom 895 

Operations  in,  Aug.  7-Deo.  31, 1863.    CommnnicatioES  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 729, 791 

Barton,  SethM 804 

Fairly,S.J 632 

Griffin,  Joel  R 872,873,883 

Hinton,  James  W 877 

Jones,  Thomas  M 705 

Lee,  RobertE 736 

Martin,  James  G 630,710 

Moore,  Roger 882 
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North  Carolina,  Oepartmeut  of.    (Confederate)— Couiiuned. 
Operations  in,  Aug.  7-Dec.  31,  1863.     Communications  from 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 729,740 

Pickett,  George  E 850,860,872-874,876,897 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 856,860 

War  Department,  C.S 729,805 

Whiting,  William  H.C 639,702,705,728,761,886,892,893 

Pickett,  George  E.,  assigned  to  command  of - 746 

Be-euforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 808 

Pickett,  George  E 772,773,776 

War  Department,  C.  S 679 

Whiting,  WiUiamaC 755,678 

North  Carolina,  District  of. 

Constituted,  and  Henry  M.  Naglee  assigned  to  command  of 88 

.  Peck,  John  J.,  assigned  to  command  of 37 

North  Carolina,  Grovemor  of.    Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 635 

Davis,  Jefferson 710 

Vance,  Robert  B 836 

War  Department,  C.  S 676, 700, 723, 740, 804, 818, 831, 836, 866 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 673,729,755 

North  Carolina  Troops.     (Confederate.) 
Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— flatta/Zofls  :  1st  (Batteries),  A,  691,  705;  10th,  691. 

Regiments :  2d,  3d,  691 ;  3d  {Batteriea-j,  P,  692, 851, 906. 
Artillery,  Light— fiatta//o/is ;  3d,  691, 765, 814, 907 ;  3d  (Battenes)  C,  690 ; 
13th  (Batteries),  B,  692,  851,  906  ;  D,  691,  765,  814,  907 ;  E,  692,  851, 
906.  Batteries:  Branch.  637,  687,  903;  Cape  Pear,  692,  851,  906; 
Rowan,  637,  687, 903 ;  'Webb's,  689.  Regiments :  Ist,  692, 851,  906 ; 
Xst(Batterie8),  A, 637, 687, 904 ;  B,  692;  C,  688,903;  B,  906;  I,*  691, 
692, 814, 907. 
Cavalry— ffarta//o/is :  12th,  692,  895.  Regiments:  1st,  526,  686,  707, 
902;  2d,  214, 686, 707, 902;  3d,  99, 100, 690, 776, 851, 882, 883, 906 ;  4th,+ 
686, 707, 902 ;  5th,  t  526, 686, 691, 707, 765, 814, 902, 907. 
Infantry— *atta//o/js  •  1st,  684,  899 ;  2d,  683, 900;  8th,  13th,  692 ;  Whit- 
ford's,  36,  692,  851,  856,  906.  Companies:  Groom's,  692;  Poy's,  692. 
Regiments:  1st,  684,  866-868,  899;  2d,  683,  900;  3d,  684,  866-868, 
899;  4th,  5th,  683,900;  6th,  684,  899;  7th,  686,901;  8th,  906;  11th, 
685,  901 ;  12th,  683,  900  ;  13th,  686,  901 ;  14th,  683,  900 ;  15th,  454, 
901 ;  16th,  686,  901 ;  17th,  64,  692,  907 ;  18th,  68G,  901 ;  20th,  683, 
900;  21st.  684,  899;  22d,  686,  901;  23d,  683,  900;  24th,  452,  456, 
689,  856,  907 ;  25th,  689,  907;  26th,  685,  901 ;  27th,  901 ;  28th,  686, 
901;  30th,  683,  900;  31st,  906;  32d,  683,  900;  33d,  686,  867-869, 
901 ;  34th,  686,  901 ;  35th,  689,  856,  907 ;  37th,  38th,  686,  901 ;  42d, 
691, 692,  765,  772,  814,  907 ;  43d,  683,  900 ;  44th,  685,  901 ;  45th,  683, 
900;  46th,  901 ;  47th,  685,  772, 901 ;  48th,  901 ;  49th,  669,  907;  50th, 
671,  691,  765,  814,  852,  907;  51st,  906;  52d,  685,  901 ;  53d,  683,  900 ; 
54th,  593,  684,  899;  55th,  685,  867, 868, 901 ;  56th,  64,  689,  907;  57tll, 
684,  899;  61st,  691,  765,  814,  857,  906;  66th,  101,  814,  907. 
Miscellaneous— Thomas'  Legion,  813,  824,  909. 

*  Aleo  catled  Wilmington  Horse  Artillery, 
t  Also  called  59th  Noi-tli  Carolina. 
}  Also  called  63d  North  Carolina. 
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North  Carolina  Troops.     (Confederate)— Continued. 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.    Communications  from 

Hampton,  Wade 862 

Lee,  Robert  E 692 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 740 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 715 

Nortli  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.) 

Infantry— fle^/mente:  1st,*  101,  144,  621;  lat  (Colored),  610 ;  2a,  621 ;  2d 
(Colored),  619;  3d  (Colored),  290,  619. 
North  Carolina,  'Western  District  of.    Robert  B.  Vance  assigned  to  com- 
mand of 860 

Northern  Frontier.    Defense  of.    Communication  from  John  G.  Barnard 585 

Northern  Virginia.    Operations,  etc.,  in.     See  Virginia,  Northern. 
Northern  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Board  of  Examiners  constituted 823 

Florida  troops  in.     Proposed  transfer  of.     Cominuuicitions  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 886 

Lee,  Robert  E 885 

Partridge,  W.  K.,««o/ 884 

Hampton,  Wade,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 817,828 

Iverson,  Alfred,  relieved  from  duty  in  the 775 

North  Carolina  troops  in. 

Dissatisfaction  among.     Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 723 

War  Department,  C.  S 723 

Reorganization  of.    Communications  from 

Lane,  James  H 868 

Lee,  Robert  E 867 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 866 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M 868 

Orders,  General,  series  1863-  No.  89,  746;  Nov.  14,  835;  Oct.  9  (Pendle- 
ton), 780 ;  No.  2  (Stuart),  721 ;  No.  3  (Stuart),  729. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  224,  701;  No.  225,  706:  No.  235,  732; 
No.  237,  739;  No.  239,  745;  No.  255,  783;  No.  256,  788;  No. 
273,  821;  No.  274,  823;  No.  277,  828;  No.  308,  876.  Artillery 
Corps:  Sept.  13,  1863,  716;  Oct.  5,  772;  Oct.  29,  806;  Dec. 
7,  863;  Deo.  21,  689. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,1863 636-638 

Aug.  20,  1863 659 

Aug.  31,1863 -, 681-689 

Sept.  9,  1863 707,708 

Sept.  10,  1863 709 

Sept.  20, 1863 737 

Sept.  21,  1863 , 741 

Sept.  30,  1863 764' 

Oct.31,  1863 811 

Dec.  10,  1863 866 

Dec.  20,  1863 884 

Dec.  31,  1863 896-904 

Pegram,  John,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 659 

*  Compaiiy  L  served  aa  cavalry. 
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Northern  Virginia,  Amiy  of— Coni.inued. 

Promotions  in  the  artillery  service  of.     Comrauiiicatlon  from  William  N. 

Pendleton 839 

Re-enforcemeuts  for.     Communicatious  from 

Adjntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. fi05 

Jones,  Samuel 805 

Eumored  movement  north.    Coniraanications  from 

Army  Headquarters 308,309,332,3.51,359 

Garrett,  John  W 308,337 

Graham,  Michael 358,360,369 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 309,351 

Meade,  George  G 338 

Qnincy,  W.  C 337 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 337 

War  Department,  U.  S 338  _ 

Stafford,  Leroy  A.,  assigned  to  duty  on  Board  of  Examiners 821 

Texas  troops  in.     Proposed  transfer  of.     Communications  from 

Robertson,  J.  B 869 

Sexton,  F.B.,etal 870 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.     Mentioned 628,658,818,831,837-839 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Suisisience  Department,  C.  8.  A. 

Norton,  George  W.    Mentioned 607 

Norton,  Lemuel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Samuel  G 263 

Castle,  Davis  E 215,218,225,263,542,545,549,916 

Halsted,  Edward  L 553 

Marston,  Frank  W 211,214,257 

Meade,  George  G 215,217,218,252,267,271,335, 

339-341, 346,  362, 371,  372, 381, 388, 389, 530, 538, 542, 545, 546, 549, 553,  578 

Neel,  William  H.  R 225,228,241,245,259,382 

Newton,  John 261 

Paine,  Jedediah  C 538 

Pierce,  Edward  C 263 

Taylor,  Peter  A 25,210,215,247,362,372 

Wiggins,  John  C 526 

Mentioned 28,118,599 

Norvell,  John  M.    Correspondence  with  William  H.French 498 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  William  H.  French. 

No'wlen,  Garrett.    Mentioned ^     600 

Oath  of  Allegiance.     Communications  from 

Delaware,  Governor  of 450 

Scheuclv,  Robert  C 449 

O'Connell,  JohnD.     Mentioned 623 

Ohio,  Department  of  the.    Egbert  L.  Viele  assigned  to  duty  in 91 

Ohio  Troops. 
Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ffatte/-/es;  1st,  139,  616;  12th,  1.32.     Regiments:  1st 

{Batteries),  H,  129, 130, 383, 607  ;  I,  K,  126, 130  ;  L,  124, 130, 157, 604. 
Ca.ra\Ty— Companies  :  3d,  140, 617.     Regiments :  1st,  128,  606  ;  6th,  35, 

128,606. 
Infantry— flatta//o/is:  Hoffman,  585.     Co/n/7a/j/es ;  Arriok's,*  138,  617 ; 
Beard's,*  138,  618;  Deens',*   138,   617;  Eaton's,*  138,  617.    Regi- 
ments:  4th,  51,  53,  94,  121,  145,  167,  560,  601 ;  5th,  7th,  50,  53,  94, 

*  Oepnrtmental  Corpa,  Department  of  th©  Monongabela. 
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Ohio  Troops— Continued. 

Mentioned. 

lufantT J— Regiments:  5th,  7th  (cont'd),  110,127,  145,  1C7 ;  8th,  40,  94, 
121,145,  167,560,601;  12th,  23d,  139,  610,793;  25th,  20;  28th,  140, 
617;  29th,  50,  53,  94,  110,  127,  145,  167;  34th,  139,  61G ;  55th,  61st, 
126;  66th,  50, .'i3, 94, 110, 127, 145, 167;  73d,  126;  75th,  20;  82d,  126; 
91st,  139,  616,  793;  107th,  20;  110th,  46,  94,  122,  145,  167,  602; 
116th,  140,615;  122d,  46,94,122,  140,  145,  167,602;  123d,  140,615; 
126th,  51, 53, 94, 122, 145, 167, 602. 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.     Commnuicatiou  from  Henry  J.  Hunt 157 

Olcott,  Egbert.    Mentioned 124,604 

Oldham,  "W.  S.    Mentioned 870 

Oley,  JohnH.     Mentioned .'. 140,177,617 

Olmstead,  Ralph  H.     Mentioned 144 

Olt,  Jacob.     Mentioned 865 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  Isaac  J.  Wistar 117 

Mentioned 95,102,114,116,117,142,152,620 

O'Neal,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 683,900 

O'Neill,  Henry.    Mentioned 603 

Opp,  Milton.     Mentioned 122,602 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.  A 654 

Bowyer,  Thomas  M 806 

Jones,  Samuel 732 

Lee,  EobertE 648 

Seixas,  J.M 763 

War  Department,  C.  S 654,740,763 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 763 

Ordway,  Albert.     Mentioned — 283 

Orem,  J.Bailey.    Mentioned 599 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops 636-639,659,681- 

692, 708, 709, 737, 741, 764, 7(i5,  783, 811-814,  SSI,  856, 857, 866, 884. 898-909 

Union  Troops 7, 28-30, 118-146, 239, 240, 287, 359, 405, 406. 523, 524, 598-623 

O'Rorke,  Patrick  H.     Mentioned 148,154,444 

Orton,  William  H.     Mentioned 128 

Or-wig,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 143,620 

Osborn,  Thomas  "W.    Mentioned 126 

Otey,  Van  R.    Mentioned - ^'78 

Otis,  George  H.    Mentioned 113 

Outwater,  James  D.    Mentioned 49 

Over,  C.Miller.    Mentioned - ^* 

Over,  Ewald.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Nathan  Wilkinson. 

Overman,  Reuben  F.    Mentioned ^^ 

Owen,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 783,905 

Owen,  Joshua  T. 

Corre.spondenoe  with  Alexander  Hays 242 

Mentioned ■■-•      ^'^^ 

Owen,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 686,708,902 

Owens,  William  A.    Mentioned 683,900 

Packer,  Warren  W.    "Mentioned 12'' 

Page, .    Mentioned • '°° 
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Page,  John.     Meotioned 863,889 

Page,  Povirhatau  R, 

Correspondence  with  Arnold  Elzey 826 

Mentioned 690 

Page,  Richard  C.  M.     Mentioned 688,841,902 

Page,  Thomas  J.,  jr.     Mentioned 724,725,840,841 

Paine,  Jedediah  C. 

Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.Norton : 538 

Mentioned 248,249 

Palfrey,  E.  A.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  C.S.A. 

Palmer,  Henry.    Mentioned .*. 29,136,614 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Assignment  to  command - ---        72 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 35 

Mentioned 30,48,72,81,143,301,524,618,621 

Palmer,  J.  B.    Mentioned 860 

Palmer,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 146,240,623 

Pancoast,  George  L.    Mentioned -••      247 

PaoU  [?], .    Mentioned 64 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr.    Mentioned 127 

Parbam,  William  A.     Mentioned 685,900 

Paris,  Andrew  B.     Mentioned 691,765,814,907 

Parker, .    Mentioned 182 

Parker,  Francis  M.    Mentioned , 683,900 

Parker,  N.    Mentioned 909 

Parker,  Sev7ell  S.    Mentioned 146 

Parker,  'William  H.  H.    Mentioned 177 

Parker,  WiUiam  W.     Mentioned 687 

Parnell,  William  R.     Mentioned 606 

Paroles.     Communication  from  George  G.  Meade  — 63 

Parsons,  Enos  B.     Mentioned 247 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  Pleasonton. 

Parsons,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 125,605 

Partridge,  W.  K.,  et  al.    Correspondence  with  Florida  delegation  in  C.  S. 

Congress 884 

Pasley,  William  J.    Mentioned 781 

Pasquotank  County,  N.  C.    Petition  of  citizens  of 597 

Pate,  Henry  Clay.     Mentioned 902 

Patrick,  John  H.    Mentioned 127,145 

Patrick,  Marsena  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 26 

Sharpe,  George  H 40 

Mentioned 21,28,32,40,118,196,214,275,532,598,624 

Patterson,  Zdmund  Y.    Mentioned 119 

Patterson,  George  M.     Mentioned 689,903 

Patterson,  John  W.    Mentioned 125,605 

Patton,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 634,664,693,699,722,733,734 

Mentioned 177,438,722,744,813,909 

Patton,  'William.    Mentioned ^ 606 

Patuxent,  Steamer.     Mentioned 374,416 

Paston,  Jsunes  G.    Mentioned 698 
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Page 

Payne,  'William  H.    Mentioned 708,902 

Peale,  Henry.     Mentioned •. 141,615 

Pearce,  J.  H.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Pearson,  Alfred  L.    Mentioned 603 

Pease,  Charles  E.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Meade. 

Pease,  R.  W.    Mentioned 247 

Pease,  'WalterB.    Mentioned 123,145,603 

Peck,  John  J. 

Assignments  to  command 37,88 

Assumes  command  of  18th  Army  Corps 49 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 455,456,561 

Dibble, 452 

Foster,  John  G 47,63, 

64,81,100,  101,164,173,184,192,199,  243,  250,  287-289,  301,  352,  373,416 

Jourdau,  James 582 

Lee,  S.  Phillips 71,452 

Mix,  Simon  H ^..      288 

Rosecrans,  William  S 173 

Wessells,  Henry  W 171,250,450 

Mentioned 37,47,49,70,81,88,101, 

143, 184, 240, 249, 265, 276, 289,  367, 406, 482,  524, 533, 618, 621, 675, 076, 679 

Staff.    Announcement  of 49 

Peck,  William  R.    Mentioned 899 

Peden,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 692 

Peeples,  Samuel.    Mentioned 608 

Pegram,  John. 

Assignments  to  command 659,783 

Mentioned 659,  753,783,899 

Pegram,  W.  J.    Mentioned 638,688,840-842,903 

Peirce,  Luther  H.     Mentioned 7,51,408 

Peiipoint,  Francis  H.    Mentioned 36,56-58 

Peirson.  Charles  L.    Mentioned 599 

Pemberton,  John  C.      Mentioned 671 

Pender,  William  D.    Mentioned 636,724,743 

Pendleton,  A.  S.     Correspondence  with  Fitzbugh  Lee 271 

Pendleton,  Edmund.    Mentioned 684,899 

Pendleton,  WiUiam  N. 
Correspondence  with 

Cole,  A.  H 697 

Lee,EobertE  643,724,839 

Mentioned 636, 637, 659, 681, 687, 709,  737, 764, 811, 840, 866, 884, 898, 902 

Penick,  Nathan.    Mentioned 903 

Penn,  David  B.    Mentioned 684,899 

Penney,  Samuel  G.    Mentioned 146 

Pennington,  Alexander  CM.     Mentioned 129 

Pennsylvania.     Threatened  disturbances  in.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 476 

Couch,  Darius  N 443,451,455 

Pennsylvania  Troops.    Mentioned. 
Militia. 

Artillery,  I^Ight — Batteries :  Guss',  137. 
Cavalry — Companies :  Dana  Troop,  137. 

Infantry— ffe^/'/nenfe;  31st,  136;  34th,  38th,  42d,  45th,  47th,  48th, 
49th,  137;  51st,  136;  52d,  136,137;  53d,  137. 
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Pennsylvania  Troops.     Mt-ntionetl— Continued. 
Volunteers. 

Artillery,  liea,yy-Regiments  :  2&,  132,609  ;  3d,  142,618  ;  3d  (Batteries), 

P,  G,  142 ;  H,  134,  568,  611 ;  M,  142. 
Artillery,  Light^fla«er/es :  A,  135.  612;  C,  129,  130,  601;  E,  127,  130; 
P,  129, 130,  601 ;  G,  135, 612;  H,  133,  610;  I,  613;  Nevin's,  136;  Park, 
140,  615;  Woodward's,  13C.     Regiments:   Ist,  143;  1st  (Batteries), 
A,  142,  619 ;  B,  120,  130,  600 ;  C,  139 ;  D,  615 ;  E,  143,  620 ;  P  and  G,* 
121,  130,  601 ;  H,  132,  608. 
Cavalry— fia«a//ons .-  1st,  138;  Ringgold,  140,  616.     Companies:  La- 
fayette, 140, 616 ;  Washington,  140, 616.     Regiments :  1st,  128, 606 ; 
2d,  118,368,606;  3d,  128,606;  4th,  119,128,  599,  606;  5th,  117,  143, 
216,445,619,620;  6th,  118,  606;  8th,  35,  128,  606;  11th,  23,  88,  142, 
174,445,619,635;  12th,  140,615;  13th,  128,  600,606;  14th,  140,  617, 
891 ;  16th,  119, 128, 599, 606 ;  17th,  128, 606 ;  18th,  128, 221, 606 ;  20th, 
136,137,141,613;  21st,  136, 137, 613, 615 ;  22d,  615. 
Engineers — Companies :  Gaskell's,  615. 

Infantry— flatta//ons  :  1st,  136, 137,  613 ;  2d,  141,  613,  616.  Companies : 
Brown's,t  133,  618;  Griffith's,  138,  618;  Henderson's,!  138,  618; 
Kemp's,t  138, 617;  Porter's,! 618.  Regiments:  IstReserves,  2dRe- 
serves,  124, 559, 604  ;  3d  Reserves,  4th  Reserves,  133,  610 ;  5th  Re- 
serves, 6th  Reserves,  124, 559,  604 ;  7th  Reserves,  8th  Reserves, 
133,610;  9th  Reserves,  10th  Reserves,  124, 559, 604;  11th,  119, 559, 
599 ;  11th  Reserves,  12th  Reserves,  13th  Reserves,  124,  559, 604 ; 
23d,  125,  559,  605;  26th,  122,  602;  27th,  126,  132,  608;  28th,  29th, 
46th,  127;  49th,  125,559,604;  53d,  120,600;  54th,  140,616;  56th, 
119,599;  57th,  121,601;  58th,  144,621;  61st,  12.5, 605 ;  62d,123,559, 
603;  63d,  121,  559,601;  67th,  122,  602;  68th,  121,602;  69th,  71st, 
72d,  120,  559,  600;  73d,  126;  74th,  20;  75th,  126;  81st,  120,  600; 
82d,  125, 605 ;  83d,  123,  578,  603 ;  84th,  122,  602 ;  87th,  122, 140, 602 ; 
88th,  119,  559,  599;  90th,  119,  599  ;  91st,  124,  603;  93d,  125,  605; 
95th,  96th,  124, 604  ;  98th,  125,  559, 605;  99th,  122,  601 ;  iOlst,  143, 
821 ;  102d,  125,  .559,  605  ;  103d,  143,  621 ;  105th,  121,  601 ;  106th, 
120,559,600;  107th,  119,  599  ;  109th,  127;  110th,  122,601;  111th, 
127;  114th,  121,  601;  115th,  122,  602 ;  116th,  120,600;  llSth,  123, 
603;  119th,  125,604;  121st,  119,599;  138th,  122,  602;  139th,  125, 
605;  140th,  120,  600;  141st,  121,  601 ;  142d,  143d,  119,599 ;  145th, 
120,600;  147th,  127,613;  148th,  120,600;  149th,  119,599;  150th, 
119,  132,  599,  608;  154lh,  13C;  155th,  124,  603;  157th,  132,  610; 
173d,  126. 

Penrose,  William  H.    Mentioned 124.604 

Perrin,  Abner. 

Assignment  to  command 739 

Mentioned 686,739,901 

Perrin,  Walter  S.    Mentioned 121 

Perry,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned 598 

Perry,  Barney.     Mentioned 598 

Perry,E.  A.    Mentioned 68,"), 884, 900 

Perry,  JohnH.    Mentioned 598 

Perry,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 132,.523,610 

Perry,  William  P.     Mentioned 683 

*  Consolidated. 
tDepartiuestal  Corps,  Department  of  the  Monongahela. 
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Peterkin,  George  W.    Mentioned 863 

Peters,  W.  E.    Mentioned 781,813,895 

Pettes,  William  H.     Mentioned 118,598 

Pettigrew,  James  J.     Mentioned G85,701,7ii4,753 

Phantom,  Steamer.     Mentioned 763  764 

Phelps,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 599 

Phenix,  DaTvsou.    Mentioned 353 

Phillips,  Charles  A.    Mentioned ,. 124,604 

Phillips,  J.  J.     Mentioned 682,906 

Phillips,  John.    Mentioned... 109 

Pickens,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 683,900 

Pickett,  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  George  E.  Pickett. 
Pickett,  George  E. 

Assignment  to  command 746 

Correspondence  -with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 752, 772- 

774,  776-778, 788-791, 793, 797, 798, 804, 818, 827-829, 
833. 847, 848, 80O,  856,  860, 872, 873,  876, 881, 882, 897 

Baird,E.  R 773 

Barton,  Seth  M 776,777,789,798,804 

De  Bordenave,  F 884 

Griffin,  JoelE 798,818,827,829,872-874,883 

Herbert,  Arthur 79V 

Hinton,  James  W 877 

Martin,  James  G 777 

MiUigan,  James  F 788 

Moore,  Roger 882 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 790,827,828,856,860,884,895 

War  Department,  C.  S 830,848,896 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 791 

Mentioned 3,38,90, 

105, 223, 230, 244, 251, 289, 294, 373, 406, 475, 476, 518, 533, 636, 681, 682, 704, 
706, 708, 710, 711, 717, 728, 729, 731, 738, 741, 746, 748, 756, 765, 767, 771, 776, 
788, 791, 799,  825,  831, 846, 849, 851, 853,  859, 866, 882, 886-888, 893, 896, 906 

Pierce,  Byron  R.    Mentioned 122, 145, 602 

Pierce,  Ed'vrard  C.     Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 263 

Pierce,  Francis  E.    Mentioned 601 

Fierce,  George  H.    Mentioned .- 621 

Fierce,  Levris  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 352 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 923 

Mentioned 140,240,309,615 

Pierce,  W.  W.    Correspondence  with  Jeflerson  Davis 710 

Pilot  Boy,  Steamer.     Mentioned 374,416 

Finckard,  L.    Mentioned 685,900 

Pingree,  Samuel  E.    Mentioned 605 

Piper,  Alexander.    Mentioned 133,394,609 

Piper,  James  W.    Mentioned 137,613 

Pitzer,  Andrew  L.    Correspondence  with  Fitzhugh  Lee 264 

Plater,  John  E.    Mentioned 688 

Piatt,  Isaac.    Mentioned 156 

Player.S.  T.    Mentioned 686.901 
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rage. 
Pleasonton,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with 

Bnford,  John 6,20,151, 

•234,  334, 340,  385, 389, 390, 392, 395, 400, 407, 425, 430, 432, 445, 446, 461, 926 

CuBter,  George  A 38, 448, 462, 474, 475, 487, 542, 545, 546, 930 

Devin,  Thomas  C 378 

Gibbs,  Alfred 347 

Gregs,  David  McM 33,188,190,191,197, 

236, 268, 286, 340, 348, 349, 378, 400, 467, 479, 511, 529, 538, 541, 543, 554, 929 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin 25,75,106,108 

Hutchius,  Benjamin  T - 393 

Hynes,  Dennis  J _. 487 

Ingalls,  Eufus 404 

Keogh,  Myles  W 377 

Kilpatrick,  Judaon 43,61,67,75, 

83,  84, 89, 90, 104, 106, 108, 116, 151, 161, 189, 202, 265, 380, 401, 429, 432, 476 

Mann,  Hobart  D 160 

Meade,  George  G 17,18, 

24,  32,39,41,  42,44,  45,63,  66.74,  75,82,  89,92,93,103,  105,108,  148,175, 
178,  180,191,  196,  215,  268,  271,  272,279,  302,  378,379,  382,  393,402,413, 
418,  431,  439,  442,  446,  448,  454,461,  480,  482,  488,551,  555,927,928,  931 

Merritt,  Wesley 25, 33, 78, 89, 388, 544, 545, 549, 551, 929 

Nolan,  Nicholas 280,281,283 

Sedgwick,  John 461 

Smith,  C.Eoas 396 

Taylor,  John  P 566,567,583,585,588 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 74,191 

Yates,  George  W 430 

Mentioned 21, 23, 28, 33, 43, 44, 79, 110, 112, 118, 128, 129, 151, 175- 

18CF,  186, 189, 191, 198, 239, 248, 249, 271, 291, 296, 368, 399, 400, 402, 405, 419, 
'420, 426, 496, 509, 525, 529, 532, 539, 555,  569, 575,  .592, 593, 598, 606, 634, 921 

Starf.     Announcement  of 246 

Plympton,  Jonathan  F.    Mentioned 121 

Plympton,  Peter  W.  L.    Mentioned 123,145 

Poague,  ■William  T.    Mentioned 638,688,840-842,903 

Pontoons.     Construction  of,  etc.    Communicationsfrom Henry  W.  Benhani.  161,462 

'  Pool,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 598 

Pool,  George  D.    Mentioned 597 

Pool,  WilUam  G.     Mentioned 597,598 

Poor,  'Walter  S.     Mentioned : 566 

Pope,  John.     Mentioned 193 

Porter,  John  C.    Mentioned 618 

Porter,  Peter  A.    Mentioned 134 

Porter,  S.  G.    Mentioned 763 

Posey,  Camot.    Mentioned 685 

Potomac,  Army  of  the. 

Arrest  of  citizens  within  the  lines  of.     Communication  from  George  G. 

Meade 17 

Cavalry  Corps.    Condition  of,  etc.    Communications  from 

Buford,  John 400 

Gregg,  David  McM 400 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 401 

Meade,  George  G 4O0 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 402 

Stoneman,  George .,,..,„„..,,,...,,,,, .„.        402 
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Potomac,  Army  of  the— Continued. 

Composition  of  Gordon's  command.    Communication  from  George  G.  Meade.        20 

Deserters.    Statement  of  number  of,  etc 624 

Garrard,  Kenner,  relieved  from  duty  in  the 551 

Graham,  Charles  K.,  relieved  from  duty  in  the 470 

Harrow,  William,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 484 

Meredith,  Solomon,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 414 

Newspapers  supplied  to.     Communications  from 

Meade,  George  G , 30 

Patrick,  Marsena  R 26 

Orders,  series  1863:  Oct.  12,  296 ;  Nov.  29  (3d  Corps),  516. 
Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Aug.  8,  21;  Aug.  14,  46:  Aug.  14  (10  p. 
m.),  47;  Aug.  28,  107;  Aug.  31,  115;  Sept.  1,  148;  Sept.  14, 
179;  Sept.  15,  191;  Sept.  16,  198;  Sept.  21,  219;  Sept.  24, 
229;  Oct.  9,  275;  Oct.  10  (10.25  a.  m.),  2S3;  Oct.  10  (4  p.  m.), 
285;  Oct.  10,  286;  Oct.  13  (12.50  a.  m.),  302;  Oct.  13,  304; 
Oct.  13  (I  p.  m.),  304;  Oct.  13  (10.30  p.  m.),  306;  Oct.  18,349; 
Oct.  23,  368 ;  Oct.  24,  380 ;  Oct.  25,  381 ;  Nov.  6,  425 ;  Nov.  6 
(3.15  p.  m.),  428;  Nov.  9,  440;  Nov.  10,444;  Nov.  22,  477; 
Nov.  23,  480;  Nov.  25,  488;  Nov.  26,  489;  Nov.  27,  495; 
Nov.  29,  511;  Dec.  1  (1.30  a.  m.),  525;  Dec.  1,  528,  530,  5.32; 
Dec.  3  (6  p.  m.),  539;  Dec.  3,  540;  Dec.  5,  543;  Dec.  22, 
575.  3d  Corps:  Nov.  8  (Birney),  436;  Nov.  28  (French), 
507.  5th  Corps :  Oct.  11,  293  ;  Oct.  31,  404.  Cavalry  Corps : 
Nov.  22  (2d  Dirwion),  478.  Provost'Marshal-G'eneral :  Dec. 
31,  594. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863  ^  No.  78,  78;  No.  79,  79;  No.  82,  84;  No., 
83,  85  ;  No.  85, 95 ;  Sept.  10,  168  ;  No.  94,  261 ;  No.  100,  420. 
Cavalry  Corps  :  No.  25,  35  ;  No.  .'  9,  246  ;  No.  42,  423. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  219,  51;  No.  232,  110;  No.  234,  115; 
No.  264,  241 ;  No.  329,  573  ;  No.  331,  575.  Cavalry  Corps : 
No.  122,  51. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

July  31,  1863 7 

Aug.  10, 1863 28 

Aug.  31, 1863 118-131 

Sept.  30, 1863 239 

Oct.  10, 1863 287 

Oct.  20, 1863 359 

Oct.  31,  1863 405 

Dec.  31,  1863 598-«0Z 

Proposed  reduction  of.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 262 

Meade,  George  G 262; 

Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 167,307,312,313,329 

Auger,  Christopher  C 323 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S 307,318,329,338 

Foster,  John  G 312 

Lee,  Robert  E 779 

Meade,  George  G 328 

New  York,  Governor  of • 318 

War  Dep,artmcnt,  IJ.  S 307,308,323 

Tyler,  Robert  O,,  relieved  from  duty  in  tb6 582 
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Potter,  Carroll  H.    For  correspoudence  as  A.  A.  G.,  seo  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman  ; 

also  Christopher  C.  Augur. 
Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Wessells 264 

Mentioned 16,  23, 35, 71, 93, 227, --JSO,  240,  676 

Potter,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 602 

Potts,  John  R.    Mentioned 903 

Powell,  Eugene.     Mentioned 127,145 

Powell,  R,  M.    Mentioned 683 

Powrers,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 121,  601 

Pratt,  Franklin  A.     Mentioned 129,607 

Prentice,  Clarence  J.    Mentioned 721,768 

Preston,  Addison  W.    Mentioned 606 

« 

Preston,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 654 

Mallett,  Peter 660 

Mentioned 647 

Preston,  Robert  T.    Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel 667, 744 

War  Department,  C.  S 717 

Preston,  WiUiam. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 892 

Mentioned 634,662,668,669,768 

Preston,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 677,878 

Mentioned 879 

Prey,  Gilbert  G.    Mentioned 119,270 

Price,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 127 

Prime,  Nathaniel.    Mentioned 146 

Prince,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  William  H 333, 336, 485, 497, 499, 506, 507, 509, 513, 515, 527 

Meade,  George  G 339 

Mott,  Gershom 335 

Mentioned 122,281-284,434, 

436,  439,  486,  491, 493, 497, 498, 501, 502, 507, 513-516, 520, 530, 535, 536, 602 
Private  Property.    Action  touching.  ■  Couimuuications  from 

Collins,  Daniel 56 

Foster,  John  G rA 

Getty,  George  W 57 

Lee,  Eobert  E 823 

Naglee,  Henry  M 36, 37, 55,  .58, 162 

Palmer,  Innis  N 35 

Parker,  William  F 55 

Peck,  John  J 166,171 

Sykes,  George 404 

Provost-Marshal-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with  War  De- 
partment, U.S 557,558 

Pruyn,  Augustus.    Mentioned 128 

Pryor,  W.  H.    Mentioned 783,905 

Puffer,  Alfred  P.    Mentioned 447  495 

Pulford,  John.     Mentioned 122  146 

Purdy,  Stephen  P.    Mentioned  ....»..i 606 
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Putnam,  Stoanier.    Meutioued 367 

Pye,  Edward.    Meutioued. 119,r)99 

Pyles,  li.  G.     Mentioned 685,900 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 714, 715 

Cole,  A.  H 655,657,714,715 

Jones,  Samuel 782,797 

Lee,  Robert  E 784,794 

War  Department,  C.  S 658 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 8 

War  Department,  U.  S 154 

Quiacy,  W.  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Garrett 337 

Mentioned 337 

Quinn,  Timothy.    Mentioned 22,140,615 

Quirk,  James.     Mentioned 140,616 

Raccoon  Ford,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  5,  1863.    Communication  fioni  George 

A.Custer 545 

RadcUfie,  James  D.    Mentioned 761,906 

Rafferty,  J.  O. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 468 

Meutioued 468 

Rafferty,  Thomas.     Mentioned 122 

Raine,  Charles  I.     Mentioned 688,841 

Rainese,  John.    Mentioned 102 

Rains,  Gabriel  J. 

Assignment  to  command 659 

Mentioned.. 659 

Ramsay,  George  D.    Mentioned 132 

Ramsay,  John  A.     Mentioned 903 

Ramseur,  Stephen  D.    Mentioned 476,683,692,900 

Ramsey,  John.     Mentioned 122 

Ramsey,  Joseph  T.     Mentioned 136,613 

Randall,  J.     Mentioned 458 

Raudol.  Alanson  M.     Mentioned 129,607 

Randolph,  George  E.     Mentioned 123,497 

Randolph,  George  W.     Mentioned 771,845 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Rank,  William  D.     Mentioned 134,568,611 

Hankin,  W.  S.     Mentioned 899 

Ransom,  Alfred.     Mentioned 144 

Ransom,  Dunbar  R.    Mentioned 145,  .554, 607 

Ransom,  George  M.    Mentioned 483 

Ransom,  Matt.  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 624 

Elzey,  Arnold - "31 

Milligan,  James  F 624 

Pickett,  George  E 790,827,823,856,860,864,895 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 828 

Mentioned 250,373,416, 

561, 625, 629, 630, 638, 675, 676, 678, 689, 692, 704, 715,  724, 728, 7i!9, 767, 773, 
777, 791, 793, 827-830, 834, 848,  850, 051, 853,  860, 876, 881,  383, 884, 906, 907 
66  K   R— VOL   X2IX,   PT   II 
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Ransom,  Robert,  jt. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  Jones 781,801,803,810,825,874,875,877 

Mentioned 752, 757, 764, 812, 824, 857, 874, 875, 694, 908, 914 

Raper,  D.D.    Mentioned 597 

Rapidan  River,  Va. 

Advance  of  the  Union  forces  from  the  Rappahannock  to  the,  Sept.  13-17, 
1863.    Communications  from 

Kilpatrick,  Judsou 189 

Lee,  Robert  E 720,727,731 

.     Meade,  George  G 175-181,186-191,195-197,200,201 

Newton,  John 176 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 178,188,190,191,197 

Slocnm,  Henry  W 189 

Sykes,  George ■- 190,196 

Webb,  Alexander  S 196 

Reconnaissunce  across  the,  Sept.  21-23,  1863.    Commnnications  from 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 224 

Meade,  George  G 224 

Rappahannock  River,  Va.    Advance  of  the  Union  forces  to  the  lino  of  the, 
Nov.  7-8, 1863.     Commnnications  from 

Birney,  David  B 429,431,434,436 

Buford,  John 430,432 

French,  William  H 4.30,431,435-437.439 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 429,432 

Lincoln,  Abraham 443,444 

Meade,  George  G 428-439 

Sedgwick,  John 924-926 

Yates,  George  W 430 

Read,  Edwin  W-H.    Mentioned 146 

Read,  J.  P.  "W.     Mentioned ; 840,841 

Recruitment,  Organization,  etc.    See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops. 

Reed, .     Mentioned 26 

Reese,  'William  J.     Mentioned 688,902 

Regan,  Peter  C.    Mentioned 142,619 

Reichard,  Francis  H.    Mentioned 142 

Reid,  Captain.    Mentioned 743 

Reid,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 610 

Reilly,  James.    Mentioned 687,806, 840, j841 

Reily,  Terrence.    Mentioned 607 

Reliance,  TT.  S.  S. 

Capture  of.     See  Satellite  and  Beliance,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  Aug.  23, 1863. 

Mentioned X02 

Revere,  WUliam  H.,  jr.    Mentioned 139,611 

Reynolds,  Gilbert  H.    Mentioned 600 

Reynolds,  John  A.    Mentioned 127 

Reynolds,  John  P.    Mentioned I54 

Reynolds,  JohnW.    Mentioned 120 

Reynolds,  Robert  W.    Mentioned 599 

Rhett,  T.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Arnold  Elzey . 641 

Mentioned ; 690,783 

Rhoades,  Rjcb^jc^-    Mentioned ......,....,,.,..., 114 
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Rhode  Island  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments  :   5th,  143,  621 ;  5th  (Batteries),  A,  C,  B,  621. 
ATtiWery,  Light— fteg/ments:    1st  (Batteries),  A.,  B,  121,130,001;    C,125, 
130, 60.5 ;  B,  123, 130,  603  ;   F,  143,  288, 3G7, 620  ;   G,  125, 130, 605 ;  H,  133, 
608. 
Ca,vii,liy— Regiments  :  1st,  35,128,467,606. 

lufantry — Companies:  Hospital  Guards,  146,623.    Regiments:  2d,  125,558, 
605  ;  4th,  142,  619. 

Rhodes,  Jesse  M.    Mentioned . 598 

Rhodes,  JMarmaduke.    Mentioned 598 

Rice,  Edmund.    Mentioned 601 

Rice,  Jcunes  C.    Mentioned 119,599 

Rice,  J.  Marcus.    Mentioned 374 

Rice,  R.  C.    Mentioned 903 

Rice,  R.  Sidney.    Mentioned 688 

Rice,  W.  G.    Mentioned .■ 682 

Rich,  W.  W.    Mentioned 686,707,902 

Richardson,  Charles.     Mentioned 638,840-842 

Richardson,  James  M.    Mentioned 623 

Richardson,  J.  B.    Mentioned ^ 687 

Richardson,  J.  H.     Mentioned 899 

Richardson,  John.    Mentioned 783,905 

Richardson,  R.  A.    For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Richie,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 837 

Richmond,  Department  of. 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10, 1863 638 

Aug.  31, 1863 689-691 

Sept.  30, 1863 764 

Oct.  10, 1863 783 

Oct.  31,1863 811 

Nov.  30,1863 856 

Dec.  31,1863 904,905 

Engineer  operations  in.     Communications  from  Engineer  Department,  C. 

S.  A 620,627,719,749 

Movements  of  troops  in.    Communications  from 

Pickett,  George  E 847,848 

War  Department,  C.  S 847,848 

Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  13, 1863.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A ©30,850 

Elzey,  Arnold 669,849 

Griffin,  Joel  E ----      818 

Harkey,  David  M 674 

Hunton,  Eppa 871 

Jenkins,  Micah ^ 660 

Lee,  S.  S 674 

Milligan,  James  F 624,787,849 

Ransom,  Matt.  W 790 

Rhett.T.  S 641 

-  War  Department,  C.  S 834,836,849 

Wise,  Henry  A 669 

Woodley,  Joseph  R - 635 

Richmond,  Nathaniel  P.    Mentioned 128 

Rickards,  William,  jr.    Mentioned -■-'■r - i-      V^ 
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Ricketta,  R.  Bruce.    Mentioned 121 

Rider,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 123 

Riely,  John  "W.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Rigby,  James  H.    .Mentioned 600 

Riggs,  'William,  J.     Mentioned 620 

Ringland,  George  S.    Mentioned 619 

Ripley,  Edward  H.     Mentioned 621 

Ripley,  Ros'wrellS.     Mentioned 761 

Rittenhouse,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 124, 604 

Rives,  Alfred  L.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Rives,  J.  Henry.    Mentioned 691,783,905 

Rives,  William  C.     Mentioned ^ 643 

Roach,  Captain.    Mentioned 455 

Roane,  Timothy  P.    Mentioned 140 

Roath,  Emanuel  D'.    Mentioned 119 

Robert  E.  Lee,  Steamer.    Mentioned 416 

Roberts,  Joseph.    Mentioned 30,142,524,618 

Roberts,  Samuel.    Mentioned 120 

Roberts,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 143,620 

Roberts,  W.  Dewees.    Mentioned 23 

Robertson,  Beverly  H.    Mentioned 681,686 

Robertson,  James  E.    Mentioned 690,783,905 

Robertson,  James  M.     Mentioned 52,110,129-131,607 

Robertson,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Texas  delegation  in  Congress,  C.  S 869 

Mentioned 683 

Robertson,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 669 

Mentioned 783,871,872 

Robins,  W.  T.     Mentioned 690,783,905 

Robinson,  John  C.     Mentioned 119,269,343,505,593,599 

Robinson,  Oliver  O.  G.    Mentioned 128 

Robinson,  O'Neil  W.,  jr.    Mentioned 123,603 

Robinson,  Robert  A.     Mentioned 119,599 

Robinson,  W.  G.     Mentioned 686,707,902 

Robinson,  'William  J.    Mentioned 135 

Robinson,  'William  'W.    Mentioned  .;.. 119,599 

Robison,  John  K.     Mentioned 128,606 

Rock-wood,  Theodore  H.    Mentioned 612 

Rodamour,  Columbus.    Mentioned 126 

Roder,  John  'W.    Mentioned 603 

Rodes,  Robert  E.    Mentioned 211 

432, 454, 476, 505, 636, 681, 683, 706, 811, 898, 900, 925, 926 

Rodgers,  George 'W.    Mentioned ; 154 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  W.  Slocum. 
Rodgers,  Robert  S. 

Correspondence  witli  Jeremiah  C.  Sullivan 590 

Mentioned 139,614,615 

Roebbng,  'Washington  A.    Mentioned -189,529 

Rogers,  Edward  'W.    Mentioned 132  608 

Rogers,  George  T.    Mentioned. 685,900 

Rogers,  H.  A.    Mentioned 743 

Rogers,  Horatio,  jr.    Mentioned , , ,...  125  605 
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Rogers,  Isaac.     Mentioned 122 

Rogers,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 129 

Rolfe,  Frank  A.    Mentioned 139 

Ronald,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 684 

Root,  Adrian  R.    Mentioned 90 

Rosecrans,  William  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 193 

Lincoln,  Abraham 294 

Peck,  John  J 173 

Mentioned 155, 158, 174, 185-187, 192, 193, 207, 220, 246, 26a  277, 294, 328, 354, 

360, 694,  706, 712, 720, 721, 726, 730, 746, 750, 753,  754,  75^-759,  766,  769, 793 

Rosney,  Andre'w.    Mentioned 615 

Ross,  Captain.    Mentioned 590 

Ross,  George  W.     Mentioned  ...  685 

Ross,  HughM.    Mentioned 689,903 

Robs,  Samuel.    Mentioned 127 

Rosser,  Thomas  L. 

Assignment  to  command 788 

Mentioned 411,512,526, 

566,  567,  569,  570,  582,  590,  594, 660, 686, 708, 772, 779, 788, 802, 809, 863, 902 

Rourke,  John.    Mentioned 140,616 

Rovran,  John  M.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 
Rovre,  Frederick  A. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee 80 

Mentioned 174 

RoMrley,  Thomas  A. 

Assignment  to  command 322 

Mentioned 322 

Royer,  Henry.    Mentioned 137 

Royston,  Y.  L.     Mentioned 685,900 

Rucker,  Steamer.    Mentioned 416 

Rucker,  Daniel  H. 

Correspondence  with  Rufus  Ingalls 298,  .533 

Mentioned - --•      402 

Ruff,  S.  Z.    Mentioned 682 

Ruger,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 54 

Mentioned 50,51,53,94,104,111,114,145,156,104 

Rugg,  Horace  P.    Mentioned 121,601 

Ruhl,  Noah  G.    Mentioned 140 

Rumford,  Charles  G.    Mentioned 608 

Rumsey,  'Will.    For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  William  W.  Averell. 

Rush,  George  W.    Mentioned 900 

Russell,  DavidA.    Mentioned 125,604 

Rust,  Major.    Mentioned ^35 

Rutledge,  Henry  M.    Mentioned , 689,907 

Ryan,  George.    Mentioned 124,603 

Ryder,  Patrick.    Mentioned ^^ 

Rylander,  J.  E.    Mentioned ^"^ 

Sackett,  William.    Mentioned ^/^ 

Sacken,  W^illiam  H.    Mentioned ^*^ 

Salem,  Va.,  Operator  at.    Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 886 

Sampson,  Ira  B.    Mentioned _ "'■" 
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Sanborn,  John  D.     Mentioned 473 

Sanders,  Horace  T.    Mentioned 143 

Sanders,  J.  C.  C.    Mentioned 685,821,900 

Sanderson,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 142 

Sands,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 322 

Sangster's  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  17,  1863.    Communicationa  from 

Corcoran,  Michael 566 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 566,567 

Sargent,  Horace  B. 

Correspondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 242 

Mentioned  .--^i 128 

Satellite,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 102 

Satellite  and  Reliance,  V.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  Aug.  23,  1863.    Communication  from  Isaac  J.  Wistar 102 

Expedition  against  and  destruction  of,  at  Port  Conway,  Va.,  Sept.  2,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters Ill 

Eilpatrick,  Jadson 151 

Meade,  George  G 112,147,153 

Saunders, .    Mentioned 629 

Savage,  James  VT.    Mentioned 621 

Saviers,  Lemuel.    Mentioned 146 

Sa^ivyer,  Edward  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Cnster,  George  A 5 

Kilpatrick,  Jadson , 45 

Mentioned lag 

Sawyer,  Franklin.    Mentioned 601 

Sayles,  JamesA.    Mentioned 607 

Scales,  Alfred  M.    Mentioned 686,901 

Scammon,  EUakim  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 372 

Dnffi^,  Alfred  N '""       360 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 17, 170r 226, 290, 331, 391, 550 

MentionecL XO 

16,  17,  21,  26,  30,  69,138,139,170,182,225,240,257,290,391,406,524,537' 
550,552,556,564,614,616,733,737,744,746,747,790,792,  793,  795-797,  799 

Schaff,  Morris.    Mentioned 118  599 

Schall,  John  W.    Mentioned ■_ 122 

Schamberger,  Leander.    Mentioned 133 

Scbenck,  Robert  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters J 10,11,301,310,319,359 

DnvaU,  Eohert  E , 319 

Lincoln,  Ahraham 363,364,369 

Lord,  William  P 10 

War  Department,  U.  S 231,300,470 

Mentioned 27,29,116,134,224,239,290,406,477,524,547,548 

Relieved  of  command  of  Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps) 477 

Kelinqnishes  command  of  Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps) 547 

Resumes  command  of  Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps) 290 

Scherfi/ Martin.    Mentioned 621 

Scherrer, 'William.    Mentioned 120 
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Sohjlline,  rranz  von.    Correspondence  with  John  G.  Poster 228 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander.     Mentioned 23 

Sohirmer,  Ziouis.     Mentioned 609 

Schoepf,  Albin.    Mentioned 29,135,239,406,524,611,612 

Schofield,  JohnM.    Mentioned 193 

Schoonmaker,  James  N.    Mentioned 140,617 

Schoonover,  John.     Mentioned X22 

Schubert,  limil.    Mentioned 132  gog 

Schuetz,  John  C.     Mentioned 132 

Schulz,  Carl.    Mentioned 143  g2Q 

Schurz,  Carl. 

Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 33,61,62,68,76 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  von 45 

Mentioned 33,62,126 

Scott,  Alexander.    Mentioned 330  617 

Scott,  Winfield.    Mentioned g 

Scroggin,  Edward  S.    Mentioned 806 

Seaver,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned 125  145  605 

Seddon,  James  A.    Mentioned..  626,627,630,635,645,646,655,656,673,692,701,727, 
761, 771, 798, 804, 808, 809, 815, 831,  843, 864, 865,  867, 869, 881, 885, 695, 911 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Sedgwick,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  William  H 5qO 

Howard,  Oliver  O ^ 176 

Howe,  Albion  P ..... . ^ 292 

Meade,  George  G 39 

46, 188, 197, 251, 266, 272, 274, 283-286, 291, 295, 296, 298,  324,  335,342, 355] 
356, 389, 427, 428,  430-434, 437, 438, 444, 511,  519, 534,  592, 917, 918,  924-930 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 461 

Wright,  Horatio  G 930,931 

Mentioned 21,28,47,115,118,124, 

130, 131, 179, 192, 197, 2"9, 247, 252, 259, 266, 272, 274-276, 284, 285, 287, 293- 
297,  300, 303, 304, 306, 324, 325, 341-344, 347-349, 355-357, 362, 368, 405, 425- 
427, 429-436, 441, 443, 464, 472, 480, 489, 492-495, 497, 499, 500,  505-507, 516, 
519, 520, 525, 530-532, 535, 539, 540, 543, 575, 591,  592, 598, 604, 624,  923, 925 

Seeley,  Francis 'W.    Mentioned ; 123 

Seip,  William  H.    Mentioned 534 

Seizas,  J.  M.     Correspondence  with  OrdDance  Department;*  C.  S.  A 763 

Selfridge,  James  L.    Mentioned 127 

Selleck,  "W.  T. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 468 

Mentioned 468 

Sells,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned :...      140 

Semmes,  Fanl  J.     Mentioned .682,702 

Settle, .    Mentioned 221 

Sexton,  F.  B.     Mentioned 870 

Sexton,  George  A.    Mentioned 140 

Seymour,  Horatio.    Mentioned 318,458 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  New  York,  Governor  of. 

Shaffer,  J.  'Wilson.     Mentioned 447,494 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 
Shaler,  Alexander.     Mentioned 125,437,605 
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Vase. 

Shannoubouse,  J.  J.    MontioDod 597 

Sharp, .    Mentioned 363 

Sharpe,  George  H. 

Correapoudence  with 

Graham,  Michael 319,333,358,360,369,380 

McPhail,  J.  L 319,352 

Meade,  George  G 3,370,512,518,526 

Patrick,  Marsena  R 40 

Mentioned 370,373,376 

Sharra,  Abram.    Mentioned 126,159,405,523,610 

Shaw,  H.  M.    Mentioned 906 

Shaw,  James,  jr.     Mentioned - 612 

Shaw,  J.  B.     Mentioned 598 

Shaw,  John  W.     Mentieued 139 

Sheafer,  Henry  J.    Mentioned 599 

Shears,  George  W.     Mentioned 128 

Sheffey,  J.  M.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  Joucs 787,826,875 

ShefiSeld,  James  L.     Mentioned 683 

Sheldon,  Albert  S.    Mentioned 607 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L.     Mentioned 146,240,623 

Sheridan,  Andrew.     Mentioned 123,145 

Sherman,  "William  T.    Mentioned 186,193 

Sherwin,  Thomas,  jr.     Mentioned 123 

Shingler,  William  P.     Mentioned 783,871,872,905 

Shipley,  Alexander  N.    Mentioned 158,613 

Shivers,  W.  R.    Mentioned 684,899 

Shorkley,  George.    Mentioned 29 

Showalter,  John  H.    Mentioned 141 

Sickel,  Horatio  G.    Mentioned 124,133,610 

Sides,  Peter.     Mentioned 121,601 

Siebert,  Louis.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  E.  Daviea,jr. 
Sigel,  Franz. 

Assignment  to  command .         80 

Conespondence  with  Darius  N.  Couch 455 

Mentioned 29,80,135-137,451,612,613 

Signal  Office,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with  War  Department, C.S 649,758 

Simmonds,  Seth  J.     Mentioned 139 

Simmons,  B.  P.     Mentioned 885 

Simmons,  H.  C.    Mentioned 885 

Simmons,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 686,901 

Simms,  James  P.     Mentioned , 682 

Simpson,  Benjamin  L. 

Correspondence  with  George  T).  Wells 915,916,920,922 

Mentioned 139,615,917,919-923 

Simpson;  John  G.    Mentioned 142,619 

Simpsgn,  Thomas.     Mentioned^ , 143,620 

Sinex,  Joseph  H.    Mentioned 124,603 

Singeltary,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 685,901 

Sisson,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 143,621 

Sketches.     Mine  Run,  Va.,  Campaign,  Nov.  26-Dec.  9,  1863 496, 522, 932, 933 

Skinner,  Frederick  G.    Mentioned 682 

Skinner,  James  H.     Mentioned 684,899 

Slaten,  C.  "W.     Mentioned .'. 895 

Slaughter,  P.  P.    Mentioned G82 
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Page. 
Slaves.     See  Netjroes. 

Sleeper,  J.  Hemy.     Mentioned liS5,603 

Slemp,  Campbell.    Mentioned , 813  909 

Slociun,  Henry  "W. 
Correspondence  with 

Geary,  John  W 77,151 

Meade,  George  G  25, 37, 50, 60, 74, 76, 176, 178, 189, 197, 200, 203, 208, 213, 217, 218 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 189 

Mentioned 5,6,21,25,28,44,45,47,62,74,76,115,127,130, 

131, 179,  191, 198, 203, 217, 227, 228, 236, 252, 285,  664, 665, 754, 757, 766, 769 
Slough,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 309 

Mentioned 28,83,90,133,253,405,523.610 

Smith  Briggs,  Steamer.    Mentioned 353 

Smith,  C.  P.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 94 

Smith,  .     Mentioned 927 

Smith,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  "William  II.  French 386 

Mentioned 385,386,389,602 

Smith,  Benjamin  H.,  jr.    Mentioned 688,903 

Smith,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 132 

Smith,  CharlesH.    Mentioned 128,327,5,53,606 

Smith,  C.  Ross. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Pleasonton 396 

Mentioned 246 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Alfred  Pleasonton. 

Smith,  C.  T.     Mentioned 813,909 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.    Mentioned 869 

Smith,  Frank.    Mentioned 140,617 

Smith,  Frederick  F.    Mentioned ." 871,909 

Smith,  F.  "W.     Mentioned 690,783,856,905 

Smith,  George  F.     Mentioned 125,605 

Smith,  George  H.    Mentioned 904 

Smith,  Howard  M.     Mentioned 606 

Smith,  Jacob.     Mentioned 616 

Smith,  James  E.     Mentioned 129 

Smith,  James  H.     Mentioned 247 

Smith,  James  M.    Mentioned 684 

Smith,  Lewis.     Mentioned 146, 623 

Smith,  Orland.    Mentioned 45,126 

Smith,  R.  Penn.     Mentioned 600 

Smith,  Thomas.    Mentioned 909 

Smith,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 645 

Mentioned 371,476,684,783  , 

Smith,  "William  F. 

Mentioned 102 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  "West  "Virginia 102 

Smith,  "William  R.     Mentioned 931 

Smoot,  David  L.    Mentioned 691,783,905 

Smyth,  Thomas  A.    Mentioned 601 

Snider,  Joseph.    Mentioned 121,616 

Snider,  Samuel  W".     Mentioned 141 

Snodgrass,  James  McK.    Mentioned 124 
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Snow,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 139,615 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ught— Batteries :  Brooks,  637, 687 ;  Chesterfield,  689 ;  German, 
637,  687 ;  Palmetto,  637,  687, 903 ;  Pee  Dee,  688, 903 ;  Washington,  820, 
904. 
Ca,\a,\Ty— Regiments:  1st, 686, 708, 863, 902 ;  2a,  686, 707, 863, 902 ;  5th, 691, 

765,  814,  907  ;  7th,  814. 
Infantry — Battalions:  3d,  682.    Regiments:   1st  {Proviaiowil  Army),  686, 
732,819,901;  1st  Rifles,  686,  901 ;   1st  (Volunteers),  689;   2d,  682;    2d 
Rifles,  689  ;  3d,  682 ;  5th,  689 ;  5th  {Stale),  837  :  6th,  689,  7th,  8th,  682, 
12th,  13th,  14th,  686,  901 ;  15th,  682 ;  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  689. 
Miscellaneous — Hampton  Legion,  689 ;  Holcombe  Legion,  690,  783,  856, 
905. 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Department  of.     (Confederate.) 

Aifairsiu,  generally.    Commnnication  from  Thomas  L.  Cliugman 761 

RainH,  Gabriel  J.,  assigned  to  dnty  in 659 

Re-euforceuients  for.     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 708 

Lee,  Robert  E 708 

Longstreet,  James 713 

South,  Department  of  the.    (Union.) 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communication's  from 

Army  Headquarters 16 

Foster,  John  G 23 

Signal  Department,  C.  S.  A 649 

Wild,  Edward  A.,  relieved  from  duty  in 290 

South  Mills,  Camden  Court-House,  etc.,  N.  C.    Expedition  from  Korfolk, 
Va.,  to,  Dec.  5-24, 1863.    (Jommunicatious  from 

Barnes,  James C81 

Getty,  George  W 572,576 

Wild,  Edward  A 562,564 

Southerland,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 814,907 

Southeron, .    Mentioned 364 

Southfield,  U.S.  S.    Mentioned 36,288 

Spangler,  John  W.    Mentioned 188,246 

Spaulding,  Steamer.     Mentioned 153,170,352,374 

Spaulding,  Ed-win  A.    Mentioned 121 

Spatilding,  Ira.    Mentioned 27.3,925 

Spear,  EUis.    Mentioned 603 

Spear,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Getty 99,114 

Mentioned ." 100,104,142,445,619,624,779,897 

Spiller,  Frank  S.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 7t57 

Spooner,  Edmund  D.    Mentioned 132, 135 

Squires,  C.  W.     Mentioned 687 

Stackpole,  Joseph  L.    Mentioned 150,458,495 

Stafford,  Leroy  A.    Mentioned 476,684,777,821,899 

Stahel,  Julius.     Mentioned 29, 13.'>,  136,613 

Stahle,  James  A.    Mentioned 122,602 

Stamps,  Timothy  H.    Mentioned 725 

Stanford,  Samuel  N.    Mentioned 606 

Stanley,  Alfred.    Mentioned 199 

Stannard,  George  J. 

Assignment  to  command 164 

Mentioned 164,622 
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Stanton,  Edwin  M.    Mentioucd 11, 57, 78, 7'J,  169, 211, 212, 222, 223, 226, 233, 243, 

262, 263, 311-313, 320, 362, 365,  449, 458, 468, 469, 476, 537,  .563, 565, 584, 585 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Staples,  'Waller  R.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 717 

Stark,  Alexander  VT.     Mentioned 626, 657, 690, 783, 850 

Starr,  James.    Mentioned 118 

Starr,  "William  C.    Mentioned 139 

Statham,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 902 

Staunton,  John  F.    Mentioned 602 

Staunton,  Va.,  Commanding    Officer  at.      Correspondence  -with   Samuel 

Jones 732 

Stealy,  George  I.    Mentioned 290 

Stedman,  Griffin  A.    Mentioned 534 

Stedman,  "William.    Mentioned 128,606 

Steele,  Frederick.    Mentioned 187 

Steele,  Henry  "V.     Mentioned 146 

Steele,  Peter  B.    Mentioned 621 

Steen,  Enoch.    Mentioned 622 

Steeple,  John  S.     Mentioned 599 

Steere,  "WilUamH.  P.    Mentioned 142,619 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  von. 

Correspondence  -with 

Howard,  Oliver  O 175 

Schurz,  Carl 45 

Mentioned 126,173 

Stelle,  Joseph.    Mentioned 606 

Stephens,  Edward  "W.     Mentioned 182 

Stephenson,  Luther,  jr.    Mentioned 603 

Sterling,  John  "W.     Mentioned 145 

Stetson,  Abisha.    Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Naglee '^00 

Stetzel,  George. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Getty , 572 

Mentioned 581,619 

Steuart,  George  H.     Mentioned 392, 476, 684, 727, 867, 868, 899 

Stevens,  Aaron  F.    Mentioned .j. 142 

Stevens,  Greeuleaf  T.    Mentioned 120,600 

Stevens,  "Walter  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Elzey,  Arnold 630 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 626, 627, 646, 719, 728, 749 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 864 

•    Mentioned 641,736,806,811,856,864,865,905 

Stevens,  "William  O.    Mentioned 246 

Stevenson,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.Foster 93 

Mentioned 243,353 

Steward,  Ira  "W.     Mentioned 105,022 

Stewart,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 143,621 

Stewart,  Frank  T.    Meutioned ; 610 

Stewart,  Gordon  A.     Mentioned 121,145 

Stewart,  James.     Mentioned 120,600 

Stickney,  James  "W.H.    Mentioned 018 

Stiles, .     Mentioned - 5 

Stiles,  "W.H.    Mentioned 684,899 
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Stirling,  Charles  R.     Mentioned  49,101,289 

Stone,  J.  M.     McDtioned e85,901 

Stouehouse,  J.  B.  For  correspondeiico  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  New  York,  Governor  of. 
Stoneman,  George. 

Correspondeuce  with 

Army  Headquarters 398,419 

Ingalls,  Eufus 402 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 290 

Meade,  George  G 283,448 

Mentioned 51 

Stoughton,  Homer  R.    Mentioned 121,601 

Stowe,  William  A.     Mentioned 901 

Strang,  Edward  J.     Mentioned 317 

Strang,  John  R.    Mentioned 599 

Strength  of  Troops.    See  Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Stribling,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 687,841 

Strieker,  David  !•.     Mentioned 120,600 

Strickler,  Michael  B.     Mentioned 136,613 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S.    Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 633, 

640, 662, 725, 730, 746, 749, 751 ,  753, 792, 793, 795, 796, 821, 822 
For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  Jones. 

Stringfield,  W.  W.     Mentioned 909 

Strong  [?J,  General.     Mentioned 170 

Strong,  Rollin  M.     Mentioned 621 

Strother,  David  H.     Mentioned 414 

Stryker,  ■William  S. 

Correspondence  with  George  G.Meade 209,210 

Mentioned 248 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Adj  atant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 800 

Corley,  James  L 1 62 

Funsten,  Oliver  R 802 

Lee,  Fitzhngh 218,241,259,263,271 

Lee,  Robert  E 22, 

60,  72,  113,  214,  261,  263,  648,  652,  665,  743,  794,  809,  816,  820,  866,  H92 

Mosby,  Johns 931 

Mentioned 20, 22, 47, 68, 7iS,  99, 109,225,252,281,294,345,357, 

359, 360, 363, 373,  420, 569, 570, 630, 653, 659, 661, 681 ,  686, 707, 709, 737, 742, 
764,  771,  772, 782, 788, 808, 811, 820, 828, 839, 858, 866, 884, 898, 902, 916-918 

Stump,  George  W.    Mentioned 814,815 

Sturgeon,  James  M.    Mentioned 144 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.  A 760,911,912 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 864 

French,  S.  Bassett , 656 

Jones,  Samuel 912 

Lee,  RobertE 625,843,844,862 

Stevens,  Walter  H 864 

War  Department,  C.S 6.'>6,657,&62,864,865 

Subsistence  Stores.     See  Munitionn  of  War. 

Sudsburg,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 127 


INDEX.  1053 
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Pa  "fa. 
Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C. 

Assiguments  to  commaud... ,.„ 206  302 

CorrespondeDce  with 

Army  Headquarters 350,351,357,434,438,469,594 

Garrett,  John  W _  337  35^ 

Kelley,  Beujamin  F 411,415,435,445,533,552,564,590,591 

Pierce,  Lewis  B __  9^3 

Kodgers,  Robert  S 5<)0 

Wells,  George  D 916,920-923 

Mentioued 206,  302, 318, 3;?7, 346,.351, 352, 

354, 357, 406, 411, 423, 524, 552,  564, 569-571,  579, 590, 591, 594,  595, 614, 615 

Summers,  George  D.    Mentioned 139,915-917,922 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.     Mentioned 424 

Susquehanna,  Department  of  the. 

Orders,  Geueral,  scries  1863:  No.  11,  60;  No.  13,  158. 

Sigel,  Franz,  assigned  to  comiuaud  in 80 

Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,  1863 29 

Aug.  31,  1863 '. 135-137 

Dec.  31,  1863 612-614 

Sutlers.     Transportation  of  supplies  for.     Commnnications  from 

Meade,  George  G 79 

Patrick,  Marsena  E 40 

War  Department,  U.  S ; 11 

Suydam,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 246 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  aet  Alfred  Pleasanton. 

Swain,  James  B.    Mentioned  132,608 

Swartz,  Charles,  Mrs.     Mentioned 199 

Sweeney,  James  W.     Mentioned 749 

Sweetman,  Captain.     Mentioned 705 

Sweitzer,  Jacob  E.     Mentioned 123,603 

Sweitzer,  Napoleon  B.     Mentioued 544,,545,606 

Sykes,  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Ayres,  Eomeyn  B 9 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 513,514 

Griffin,  Charles 297,341,917 

Martin,  Augustus  P 487 

Meade,  GeorgeG 6,19,39,41,50,67,148.178, 

190, 196, 252, 274, 275, 281, 284, 295, 303, 313, 314, 323, 324,  326, 335,  342,  346, 
347,  306,  379, 389. 436, 481, 487, 490, 491, 498,  501, 502, 504,  ,521, 536,  539, 923 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 919 

Mentioned 6,12,21,28,34,39,47,115.118, 

123, 130, 131, 148, 179, 191, 192, 196, 198, 217, 239, 274-276, 279-282, 284-287, 
291, 292, 295, 296, 298-300,  302-306, 314, 325, 326,  344, 347, 349, 355-357, 362, 
368, 382, 390,  398, 405, 425-427,  429, 434,  440, 480, 481, 489, 495, 499, 501, 512, 
513, 516, 520, 525, 530-532, 535-537,  539,  540, 543, 575,  598, 603, 624, 923, 925 

Tabb,  William  B.     Mentioned '. 690 

Taft,  Edw^ard  P.     Mentioned 609 

Taft,  Elijah  D.     Mentioned  129,607 

Talcott,  Joseph.     Mentioned 623 

Talcott,  T.  M.  R.     Mentioned S64 

Taliaferro,  A.  G.    Mentioned 684,899 

Taliaferro,  V.H.    Mentioned , 89.5,906 
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Talley,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 783,905 

Talley,  William  C.    Mentioned 124,604 

Tannatt,  Thomas  R.     Mentioned 394,609 

Tanner,  William  A.     Mentioned 688,903 

Tansill,  Robert.    Mentioned 695 

Tappen,  John  R.    Mentioned — 602 

Tapper,  Thomas  F.B.    Mentioned 610 

Tapscott,  J.B.    Mentioned 728 

Tay,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 136,613 

Tayloe,  Captain.    Mentioned 668 

Tayloe,E.P.    Mentioned .' 685,901 

Taylor,  .    Mentioned 20 

Taylor,  Alexander  W.    Mentioned 143,621 

Taylor,  James  C.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Taylor,  J.  L.     Mentioned 885 

Taylor,  J.  McLean.    Mentioned 447,494 

Taylor,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Gregg,  David  McM 467 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 566,567,583,585,588 

Mentioned 128,379,606,929 

Taylor,  Joseph  H.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  Thompson 107 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Samuel  P.  Meintzelman  ;   also 
,   Christopher  C.  Augur. 

Taylor,  Osmond  B.    Mentioned 687 

Taylor,  Peter  A.    Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  6 43 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 25,210,215,247,362,372 

Taylor,  W.H.    Mentioned 685,900 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Eohert  E.  Lee. 

Taylor,  William  C.L.    Mentioned 121,146,601 

Taylor,  Woodbury  M.    Mentioned 246 

Taylor,  Zachary.    Mentioned 8,13 

Temple,  Flora,  Steamer.     Mentioned 99 

Tennessee,  Army  of.     (Confederate.)    Ke-enforcements  fur.    Communications 
from 

Army  Headquarters 193,328 

Foster,  John  G 184,199 

Getty,  George  W '. 199 

Naglee,  Henry  M 198 

Tennessee,  Department  of.     (Confederate.) 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  62, 860. 
Tennessee  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light -fiatte/'/es ;   McClung's,  813, 857, 909 ;  Rhett,  813, 857, 909. 
Cavalry— /fej/me/ife ;  Carter's,  813, 824, 909. 

Infantry— ffe^/menfe  :  -1st  (Provisional  Army),  685, 901 ;  7tl|  14th,  685, 901. 
TerriU,  George  P. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  Jones 668, 712, 735, 822, 827, 875 

Mentioned 797 

TerriU,  James  B.    Mentioned 684,899 

Terry,  Henry  D. 

Correspondence  with  George  G.Meade 297,300,304 

Mentioned 125, 268, 303, 444, 525,  .^i35, 605 

Terry,  ■WilUam  R.    Mentioned 682,764,765,783,905 

Tevis,  C.Carroll.    Mentioned , 5y4, 568,611 
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Texas  Troops. 
Mentioned. 

lutantTs—fiegiments :  Ist,  38, 683, 870 ;  4th,  5th,  683, 870. 
Recruitment,  organization,  etc.     CoramuDicationa  from 

Hood,  John  B 870 

Robertson,  J.  B 869 

Sexton,  F.B.,e«aJ 874 

Theilkuhl,  Ferd.     Mentioned 247 

Tbeis,  John  G.    Mentioned 607 

Thoburu,  Joseph.    Mentioned 140,580,614,616 

Thomas,  Albert  P.    Mentioned }20 

Thomas,  C.  "W.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 101,228 

Thomas,  Edward  L.    Mentioned 686,884,898,901 

Thomas,  George  H.     Mentioned 489 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned l.'i,  78, 92, 102, 364, 397, 418, 443,  .523, 540, 551, 581 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.S.  A. 

Thomas,  'Winslow  M.     Mentioned 127,151,152 

Thompson,  Ambrose.     Mentioned 158 

Thompson,  Dewitt  C.    Mentioned 113,114 

Thompson,  Francis  W.    Mentioned 140,617 

Thompson,  George  H.     Mentioned 247 

Thompson,  George  W.    Mentioned 600 

Thompson,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 606 

Thompson,  James.    Mentioned  ..., 129,601 

Thompson,  J.  B.    Mentioned 909 

Thompson,  J.  H.     For  correspondence,  see  yirginia,  Citizens  of. 

Thompson,  John  L.    Mentioned 128,606 

Thompson,  Thomas.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  H.  Taylor 107 

Thompson,  William  P.    Mentioned 909 

Thomson,  Clifford.    Mentioned 247 

Thomson,  David.    Mentioned 126 

Thomson,  Thomas.    Mentioned 689 

Thornton.  Thomas  R.    Mentioned 691,783,905 

Thorp,  Wesley  C.     Mentioned 29,138,406,524,614,617 

Three  Brothers,  Steamer.     Mentioned 562 

Throop,  William  A.     Mentioned 123 

Thruston,  Stephen  D.    Mentioned 899 

Thurmond,  Philip  J.    Mentioned 909 

Thurmond,  William  D.    Mentioned 909 

Tice,  Leonard  D.    Mentioned 605 

Tidball,  John  C.    Mentioned 25,52,110,394,609 

Tinen,  Patrick  S.    Mentioned 600 

Tippin,  AndreMV  H.    Mentioned 121 

Tod,  David.    Mentioned 585,587 

Todd,  Captain.    Mentioned 219 

Tolles,  Samuel.    Mentioned ,  619 

Tolsou,  Jim.     Mentioned 103 

Tomlinson,  Abia  A.    Mentioned 139,616 

Tompkins,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 125 

Tompkins,  John  A.    Mentioned 605 

Toon,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned - 683,900 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A.     Mentioned 124,604 

Torpedoes.    Use  of.     Communications  from 

Boteler,  A.R 653 

Ordnance  Department,  C.&.  A... ...-■■■■-.-■ • - • 654 
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Totten,  Joseph  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnard,  John  G 585 

Benham,  Henry  W 462 

Mentioned 111,310,443 

Touhy,  Thomas.    Mentioned 120 

To^irers,  John  R.     Mentioned 683 

To'wers,  Lemuel.    Mentioned 133,610 

Town,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr 471 

Mentioned 128,606 

Tovmsend,  Charles.     Mentioned 122,602 

Towmsend,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  M.  Vincent 169 

Mentioned 754 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant-General' a  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Townsend,  Frederick.    Mentioned 164 

Toiw^nsend,  Solomon.     Mentioned 611 

Tracy,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 28,132,239,405,523,610 

Trade  and  Intercourse.     Communication  from  Benjamin  F.  Butler 494 

Transportation.     (Army.)     See  Munitions  of  War. 
Transportation.     (Railroad  and  Water.)    Communications  from 

Lee,  Eohert  E 628 

Meade,  George  G ■. 78 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 741 

Trask,  IraW.     Mentioned 247 

Trigg,  R.  C.    Mentioned 894 

Trimble,  B.    Mentioned 813,909 

Tripp,  Porter  D.    Mentioned 122,602 

Truefitt,  HenryP.,jr.     Mentioned 604 

Truex,  William  S.    Mentioned 602 

Tucker,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 655 

Tufts,  Gardiner. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 468 

Mentioned 468 

Tully,  Redmond.     Mentioned 144 

Turley,  John  A.     Mentioned 139,616 

Turnbull,  Charles  N. 

Correspondence  with  James  C.  Duane 492 

Mentioned 492,598,624 

Turnbull,  John  G.     Mentioned 129 

Turner,  Horace.     Mentioned 595 

Turner,  H.  S.     Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 396 

Turney,  Peter.     Mentioned 685,901 

Tyler,  Daniel.    Mentioned 135,239,406,524,611 

Tyler,  Erastus  B. 

Assignment  to  command 365 

Mentioned 29,134,231,239,365.406,524,568,611 

Tyler,  Horatio  K.    Mentioned 140,615 

Tyler,  Robert  O. 

Coriespondenoe  with  Henry  J.  Hunt 383,488 

Mentioned 12, 21, 25, 28, 47, 52, 86, 118, 129-131, 192, 237, 239, 241, 285, 287, 303, 

305-307, 349, 368,  383, 384, 421, 425,  427,  441, 481, 495, 496, 525,  582, 608, 610 
Eelieved  from  duty  with  Army  of  the  Potomac , 583 
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TTnderwood,  Adin  B.    Mentioned "l26 

Underwriter,  Steamer.    Mentioned !!"!!!!!!!  288 

Union  Troops. 
Mentioned. 
Colored : 

Cavalry— Regiments :  1st,  618. 

Infantry— Regiments :  1st,  619;  2d,  132;  4th,  231,  620;  Sth,  619; 
6th,  620;  7th,  612;  8th,  614;  9th,  612;  10th,  619;  19th,  612; 
20th,  623;  22d,  614. 
Regulars : 

Artillery,  Ijight—Regiments :  Ist,  146;  Ist  (Batteries)  C,  144,  621; 
E,  129,  130,  607;  G,  129,  130;  H,  129,  130,  607;  I,  121,  130,  607; 
K,  25,  129, 130,  607  ;  2d  (Batteries),  A,  B,  and  L,*  D,  G,  129, 130, 
607 ;  I,  134,  611 ;  M,  129,  130,  607 ;  3d  (Batteries),  C,  129,  131, 
607;  PandK,'  129,  131,  604;  G,  146,623;  4th,  134;  4th  (BaU 
tenes),  A,  129, 131,  607;  B,  120,  131,  600 ;  C,  129,  131,  605 ;  D,  142, 
619;  B,  129,  131,  607;  F,  127,  131;  G,  126,  131;  K,  123,  131,  603; 
L,  142,  620;  Sth,  145,  622;  Sth  (Batteries),  A,  142,  619;  B,  141. 
615 ;  C,  94, 131, 145, 601 ;  D,  124, 131,  604,  608 ;  E,  137,  613 ;  F,  125, 
131,  605;  I,  132,  608;  K,  127,  131 ;  L,  132,  135;  M,  125,  131,  605. 
Cavalry— Regiments:  1st,  118,  424, 598, 606, 926 ;  2d,  Sth,  118,  598, 

606 ;  6th,  1 18, 128, 405, 598, 606. 
Engineers— fiarta//o/)s :  Mendell's,  28,118,598. 
Infantry— Regiments :  2d,  3d,  94,  123,145,167,603;  4th,  6th,  7th, 
94,123,  14.5,  169,  622;    Sth,  146,622,623;    10th,  94,  123,145,169, 
622 ;    nth,  94,  123, 145, 146, 167, 603, 623 ;    12th,  94, 123, 145, 146, 
167,169,  603,  622;    14th,  94,  123,  145,167,603,623;   15th,  16th, 
146, 623 ;  17th,  94,  123, 145, 146, 167, 523, 603, 608, 623. 
Volunteers  : 

Infantry— Regiments :  lat  Sharpshooters,  121, 560, 602;  2d  Sharp- 
shooters, 121,601. 
Miscellaneous— Veteran  Reserve  Corps,!  137,  145,  608,  613,  622. 
Battalions:  1st  (Companies),  48th,  49th,  622;  2d,  618;  2d  (Com- 
panies), 50th,  614.    Regiments :  9th,  608. 
See  also  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

East,  Department  of  the 94,144-146,240,622,623 

Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps) 29, 134, 135, 239, 406, 524, 611, 612 

Monongahela,  Department  of  the '. 29,137,138,617,618 

Potomac,  Array  of  the 7,28,118-131,239,287,359,405,598-607 

Susquehanna,  Department  of  the 29, 135-137, 612-614 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of. .  30, 141-144, 240, 406, 524, 618-621 

Washington,  Department  of 28, 131-134, 239, 405, 523, 608-610 

West  Virginia,  Department  of 30, 138-141, 240, 406, 524, 614-617 

Becmitment,  organization,  etc.     Communication  from  War  Department, 

U.  S 169 

See  also  respective  States. 

Upham,  Charles  Ii.    Mentioned 142 

Upton,  Emory.    Mentioned 604 

Urban,  Casper.    Mentioned 134,611 

*  Coifsolidated. 

f  Kegiments,  etc.,  designated  when  practicable. 
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Bowman,  Alexander  H.,  relieved  from  duty  as  Superintendent  of Ill 

Wright,  Horatio  G. ,  assigned  to  dnty  as  Superintendent  of Ill 

Utterback,  Addison  W.    Mentioned 903 

Valley  District,  Va. 

Early,  Jubal  A.,  assigned  to  command  of 876 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  78  {Imboden),  913. 
Van  Buren,  Daniel  T.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  A.  Dix. 
Vance,  Robert  B. 

Assignment  to  command 860 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 836 

Mentioned 837,860,861 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.    Mentioned 173.184,288,353,561,597, 

671, 676, 692, 696, 703, 715, 723, 724, 728, 729, 740, 768, 805, 833, 868,  869,  896 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

VandeGraaff,  A.  S.    Mentioned 685 

Vandeventer,  Alexander  S.    Mentioned 684,899 

Van  Gilder,  Jefferson  Gr.    Mentioned 140,616 

Van  Hook,  J.  C.     Mentioned 907 

Van  Ness,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 125 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart.    Mentioned 156 

VanVoorhis,  Eoert  S.    Mentioned 127 

Van  Winkle,  Edgar  B.    Mentioned 91 

Vaughan,  Prank.    Mentioned 597 

Vedette,  Steamer.    Mentioned 374 

Venable,  T.  B.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  B.  C.  Whiting. 

Venus,  Steamer.    Mentioned 805 

Vermont  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments :  Ist,  132, 609. 
Cavalry— ffeflr/menfe .-  1st,  45, 124, 128, 221, 604, 606. 

Infantry— ffe^/mente  ;  2d,  94, 125, 145, 156, 164, 167, 558, 605 ;  3d,  94, 125;  145, 
167, 558, 605 ;  4th,  94, 125, 145, 167, 605 ;    5th,  6th,  94, 125, 145, 156, 157, 164, 
167,605;  9th,  143,621;  10th,  122, 602. 
Veteran  Volvmteers.    Ee-enlistment  of.    Commnnications  from 

Army  Headquarters 565 

Meade,  George  G 556,565,573 

Viele,  Egbert  Ij. 

Assignment  to  command 91 

Mentioned 91 

Vincent,  Strong.    Mentioned 148 

Vincent,  Thomas  M.     Correspondence  with  Edward  D.  Townsend 169 

Vinton,  Harvey  H.    Mentioned 615 

Virginia. 

Affairs  in,  generally. 

Communication  from  George  H.  Sharpe 3 

Statement  of  Patrick  Cunningham 360 

Military  departments  embracing 27,577 

Virginia,  Citizens  of.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 767 

Virginia,  Department  of  (7th  Army  Corps). 
Orders,  General,  series  1863  :  No.  41,  57. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  1, 37 ;  No.  24,  58 ;  Aug  1,  58. 
Virginia,  District  of. 

Constituted,  and  Henry  M.  Naglee  assigned  to  command  of 88 

Virginia,  Governor  of    Correspondence  -with  Robert  E.  Lee 823 
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Virginia,  Northern. 

Army  of.     See  Norfhem  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from 

Cnstei,  George  A 38 

Lee,  Robert  E 660 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 74 

Sharpe,  George  H 512 

Disposition  of  troops  in.    Communications  from 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 476 

Lee,  Robert  E 706 

McPhail,  J.  L 532 

Movements  of  troops  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31, 1863.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters — 7, 158 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 9 

Calloway,  William  G 257-8.5'J 

Castle,  Davis  E 542 

Cutler,  Lysander 269 

Early,  JubalA 266 

Eweil,  Richard  S 225 

Gleimpeter,  S.  G 258 

Gloskoski,  Joseph 68 

Graham,  Charles  K 223 

Gregg,  David  McM '- 242 

Harrison,  Charles  J - 165 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 595 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 89,90 

Lee,  Fitzhugh 258 

Lee,  RobertE 664,780,847 

Mann,  William  D 43 

Meade,  George  G 6-8, 12, 39, 46, 50, 53, 82, 89, 93, 158, 160, 236, 252, 262, 286, 

302, 304, 306, 349, 372, 397, 417, 425-428,  440, 480,  481, 495, 530, 536, 537, 575 

Means,  Samuel  C 52 

Merritt,  Wesley 89 

Newton,  John 235,269,539 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 388,389 

Owen,  Joshua  T 242 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 51,89,543 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr .- ''81 

Sawyer,  Edward  B ^ 

Sedgwick,  John ^'*^ 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  von 45 

Stuart,  J.E.B 261 

Sykes,  George ^J-gl 

Taylor,  Peter  A zi.\],6ii 

Williams,  Seth ^^ 

Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31,  1863.    Communications  from 

AUcock,  Thomas ^^ 

Army  Headquarters 87,88,110,186,243,336,354,861,375,412 

Augur,  ChristopherC ^^^ 

Buford  John  6,20,151,234,390,395,407,445,446,461,926 

Castle,'DavisE." ; 215,218,225,916 

Corcoran,  Michael 

Custer,  George  A 462,474,475,487,542,546 

Cutler,  Lysander 
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Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31,  1863.    Commnnications  from 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr 259,453 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A 26  ' 

Devin,  Thomas  C 6 

Donglass,  Charles 47 

Early,  Jnbal  A 209 

Ewell,  Richards 258 

Foster,  JohnG 87,365 

French,  William  H 440,442,485,538,925 

Gardner,  David 552,588,589 

Garrett,  John  W 591 

Geary,  John  W 77,151 

Gibbs,  Alfred 69.76,173 

Gillespie,  George  L 20O 

Greene,  George  S 4 

Gregg,  David  McM 467,479,538,541 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin 106,237 

Griffin,  Charles 917 

Grimshaw,  Arthur  H .  225  232 

Hall,  Josiah 221 

Halsted,  Edward  L 553 

Harhaus,  Otto 451 

Eeintzelman,  Samuel  P 5,53,69  177 

Howard,  Oliver  0 159,175,176,209,214 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 454,459,460,592 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 569 

King,  Rufns 22,47,69,98,113,181 

Kilpatrick,  Judson ....  43, 45, 61, 67, 74, 75, 83, 84, 104, 108, 116, 161, 202, 265, 380 

Lee,  Fitzhagh ; 241 

Lee,  Robert  E 209,624,652,711, 

742, 743, 747-749, 752, 778, 780, 794, 800,  802, 809, 814, 823,  825, 832,  846, 892 

Lincoln,  Abraham 375 

Lockwood,  Henry  H 80 

Lord,  William  P 10 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,jr 113  471 

Mann,  Hobart  D 160 

Mann,  William  D 43 

Meade,  George  G ig 

19,  33,  49,  50,  60-62,  67,76,  82,  152,  167,  169,  172,  203, 204, 208, 214-218^ 
227, 233, 251, 264, 266, 371,  376, 379, 382, 389, 390, 395, 398, 403, 409, 413, 415, 
423,440,442,449,460,473,474,477-479,484,  539-541,  569,583,589,  591-593 

Merritt,  Wesley 33,78,424,544,545,549 

Morgan,  Charles  H I47 

Mosby,  John  S 93I 

Newton,  John 4,205,242,245,259,380,584,587,593 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 381 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 24,25,32 

41,42,66,75,92,103,105,  106,  108,  236,  439, 480, 482, 554, 555, 583, 588,'927 

Schenck,  Robert  C 10 

Scharz,  Carl 68 

Sedgwick,  John 461,917,918 

Sharpe,  George  H 370,  r.l8 

Slocum,  Henry  W , , , 76,203,208,213 
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Virginia,  Northern— Continued.  ^^^' 

Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31,  1863.    Communications  from 

Stetson,  Abialia 200 

Stuart,  J.E.  B 60 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 590,591,594 

Sykes,  George 19 

Taylor,  John  P 467 

Taylor,  Peter  A 25,43,215 

Thompson,  Thomas 107 

Town,  Charles  H 471 

War  Department,  C.  S 790 

War  Department,  U.  S 591 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 76,210,220,478 

Webb,  Alexanders 147 

Virginia  Troops.    (Confederate.) 
Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Hea,Yy— Battalions :  10th,  690,783,905;  10th  (Batteries),  B, 
783;  18th,  641,690,783,905;  19th,  690,783,905;  20th,  641,  690,783, 
905.  Batteries:  Luneaberg,  690,  783,  905;  Neblett,  690,  783,  905; 
Pamunkey,  690, 783, 905.  Regiments :  4th,  657, 690 ;  4th  {Batteries), 
A,  K,  690. 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Albemarle,  638,  688,  903;  Alexandria, 
691,  783,  905 ;  Alleghany,  688,  902 ;  Amherst,  688,  903 ;  Ashland, 
687;  Bedford,  687;  Blount's,  687;  Botetourt,  813,  908,  909; 
Breathed's,  687, 904 ;  Brooke's,  638, 688, 903 ;  Bryan's,  813, 857, 908, 
909;  Caroline,  691,783,905;  Charlottesville,  688, 903 ;  Chew's,  687, 
816, 904 ;  Courtney,  688, 903 ;  Crenshaw's,'  688, 903 ;  Dabney's,  690 ; 
Danville,  688,  903  ;  Davidson's,  757, 813, 909 ;  Fauquier,  687  ;  Flu- 
vanna, 688,  903;  Fredericksburg,  688,  903;  Goochland,  690,  783, 
905;' Hampden,  687;  Jackson's,  813,  857,  908,909;  Johnson's,  688, 
903;  Johnston,  690, 783, 905 ;  King  "WilUam,  688, 902  ;  Lee,  688, 902; 
Letcher,  688,903;  Levi,  813;  Lewis',  688, 903 ;  Lowry's,  813, 909 ; 
Lurty's,  857, 008, 909 ;  McClanahan's,  904 ;  MoComas,  690, 783, 905 ; 
McGregor's,  687,  904 ;  Martin's,  689  ;  Matthews,  690,  783,  905 ; 
Monroe,  813,857,908,909;  Moore's,  688,903;  Moorman's,  687,904; 
Morris,  688,  902  ;  Nelson,  780,  903;  Nelson,  No.  2,  691,  783,  905; 
Norfolk  Blues,  688,  903 ;  Orange,  688,  902 ;  Otey,  716,  722,  743, 813, 
909  ;  Parker's,  637,  687 ;  Pegram's,.  689 ;  Petersburg,  64,  692,  906 ; 
Powhatan,  688,  903;  Purcell,  688,  903;  Richmond  Fayette,  687, 
905;  Richmond  Howitzers  (Com;)anies),  1st,  637,687,904;  2d,  3d, 
688,  903 ;  Ringgold,  722,  813,  909 ;  Rockbridge,  688,  90:( ;  Rock- 
bridge, No.  2,  638, 688, 903 ;  Salem,  637, 688, 903 ;  Southside,  690, 
783,905;  Stafford,  905;  Staunton,  637,688,903;  Staunton  Hill, 
691, 765, 814, 907 ;  Sturdivant's,  C69,;  Surty,  691, 783, 905 ;  Taylor's, 
687;  United,  690,783,905;  -Wright's,  689;  Young's,  690, 783, 905. 
CaYaliy— Battalions :  27th,  813,  909;  32d,690,  783;  34th,  556, 732-734, 
813,  824,  909;  35th,  42,  107,  152,  253,  340,  380,  687,  707,  902;  36th, 
556,  747,  749,  792,  813,  824,  909;  37th,  733,  757,  775,  787,  791,  813,  824, 
909 ;  39th,  899 ;  40th,  638,  689,  690,  764 ;  41st,  358,  360,  590,  904,  920, 
923;  42d,t  783,856,871,905.  Companies:  McNeUl's  Partisans, 360, 
363,  755;  P.  J.  Thurmond's,  909;  W.  D.  Thurmond's,  909.  Regi- 
ments: 1st,  2d,  3d,  686,  708,  902;  4th,  235,  446,  686,  708,  902;  5th, 
152,  660,  686,  708,  902;  6th,  1.52,  687,707,902;  7th,  687, 707, 865, 902 ;  

*  Afterward  EHett's  Battery. 

i  32d  and  40th  Battalions  oonaolidated  Sept.  24, 1863,  and  designated  48d  Battalion, 
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Virginia  Troops.    (Confederate) — Continued. 
Mentioned. 

CavsHiy— Regiments :  8th,  226,  556,  733-735,  737,  778,  787,  791,  800,  805, 
807,  808,810,813,819,  824,909;  9th,  686,  708,902;  10th,  686,  690,708, 
902;  11th,  526,687,  708,902;  12th,  526,  687,  707,  902, 916 ;  13th,  373, 
686,  708,902;  14th,  5.56,  734,  749,778,  800,805,  807,  808,  810,  813,819, 
824, 857, 908, 909 ;  15th,  686, 690, 708, 902 ;  16th,  391, 751, 813, 824, 857, 
909;  17th,  751,787,796,  797,813,  824,857,908,  909;  18th,  904;  19th, 
3.30,363,633,  824,909;  20th,  330,363,  824,909;  21st,  781,813,824,857, 
895. 909 ;  22d,  556,  908, 909. 
Infantry— ffa«a/70/is ;  1st,  899 ;  22d,  685,  901 ;  23d,  226,  391, 813,  824, 
909;  26th,  226, 391, 556, 813,  824,909;  30th,  743,  813,824,  908;  44th, 
906 ;  45th,  556.  Companies :  Public  Guard,  877,  878.  Regiments : 
1st,  682, 783, 905;  2d,  223,  684,899;  3d,  170,682,  783,  905;  4th,  5th, 
684, 839  ;  6th,  685, 900 ;  7th,  682, 783, 905 ;  8th,  652, 682, 783, 905 ;  9th, 
26, 682, 776, 906 ;  10th,  684,  899 ;  11th,  682,  783,  905 ;  12th,  685, 900 ; 
13th,  684, 899;  14th,  682, 906 ;  15th,  682, 812, 824, 908;  16th,  685,900; 
17th,  682, 776, 850,  851,906;  18th,  682,  783,  851,  905,  906;  19th,  682, 
783,905;  21st,  684,899;  22d,  170,  226,  391,  757,  813,  824,  909;  23d, 
684, 899 ;  24th,  682, 783, 905 ;  25th,  684, 899 ;  26th,  626, 657, 690  ;  27th, 
684, 899 ;  28th,  682, 783, 905  ;  29th,  30th,  682, 812, 824, 908 ;  31st,  684, 
899;  32d,090;  33d,  684, 899:  36th,  170,813,824,909;  37th,  684, 899 ; 
38th,  682, 906;  40th,  685, 901 ;  41st,  685,  900;  42d,  44th,  684,  899; 
45th,  226,  512,  664,  700,  707,  710,  812,  813,  824,  857,  874,  875,  908; 
46th,  657, 690 ;  47th,  512, 685, 901 ;  48th,  49th,  50th,  684, 899 ;  5lBt, 
170, 743, 813, 824, 908 ;  52d,  684, 899  ;  53d,  682, 906 ;  54th,  894  ;  55th, 
170, 685, 901 ;  56th,  682, 783, 905 ;  5  7th,  682, 906 ;  58th,  684, 899 ;  59th, 
657,690;  60th,  170,  707,  733-735,  737,  743,  746,747,  756,775,  782,791, 
792,801,804,812,813,  824,826,857,909;  61st,  685,  900;  62d,233,904; 
63d,  662, 668, 669, 812, 813, 894 ;  64th,  813, 909. 
MiBcellaneous — Botetourt  Home  Guards,  744 ;  Lynchburg  Home 
Guards,  718  ;  Pulaski  Home  Guards,  878 ;  Smyth  County  Home 
Guards,  787;  Wythe  County  Home  Guards,  787;  State  Line, 
556. 

Eecruitment,  organization,  etc.     Commnnication  from  Samnel  Jones 894 

Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Cavalry — Battalions:  Loudoun  Rangers,  1.39,615,917. 
Virginia,  Western,  Department  of.  .  See  Western  Virginia,  Department  of. 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of.    (Union.) 
Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from 

Bntler,  Benjamin  F 595 

Foster,  John  G 170,222,230 

Peck,  John  J 47,63,81,164,171,173,243,287-289,301,561 

Wetherill,  Samnel 4O3 

Wessells,  Henry  W 264 

Barnes,  James,  assigned  to  duty  in  .; 219 

Butler,  Benjamin  P. 

Assigned  to  command  of 397 

Assumes  command  of 447 

Getty,  George  W.,  assigned  to  duty  in 226 

Graham,  Charles  K.,  assigned  to  duty  in . 47O 

Ledlie,  James  H.,  assigned  to  duty  in 399 

Limits  extended 57I  577 

Military  Commission  constituted , .. 534 

Naglee,  Henry  M.,  relieved  from  duty  in 219  ggg 
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Virgmia  and  ITorth  Carolina,  Department  of.    (Union)— Continued. 
Operations  in,  Ang.  7-Dec.  23, 1863.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 183,233,277,311,366 

Butler,  Benjamin  F , 511 

Cornog,  George  T 453 

Duvall,  EobertE 319 

Foster,  John  G 16, 93, 183, 228, 229, 231, 237, 243, 249, 267, 311, 366, 373, 408 

Getty,  George  W 23,26,453,572,581 

Graham,  John  E 232 

Horner,  John 563 

Jourdan,  James i 582 

Lee,  S.  Phillips 70,71,250,322 

Meade,  George  G 265 

Naglee,  Henry  M 48,80,95,104,107,116,117,174,216 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 212 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  F 117 

Peck,  John  J 81,100,250,352,373,452,455,456 

Spear,  Samuel  P 99,114 

War  Department,  U.  S 212 

West,  Robert  M 374 

Wistar,  Isaac  J 91, 95, 104, 115-117, 152, 236, 475, 562, 566, 568 

Orders,  General,  series  1863— Foster :  No.  4,  37 ;  No.  8,  88 ;  No.  9,  107, 
No.  11,  150;  No.  17,  322;  No.  19,  331;  No.  28,  446;  Nov. 
9,  444.  But/er:  No.  29,  447,  577;  No.  31,  449;  No.  32,  458; 
No.  34,  473;  No.  38,  489;  Nos.  39,  40,  41,  494  ;  No.  44,  534 ; 
No.  47,  550 ;  No.  50.  554  ;  No.  56,  565  ;  No.  58,  576.  No.  1, 
(Getty),  67;  No.  2  {NagUe),  162;  No.  4  (Naglee),  193;  No.  4 
(Peck),  72;  No.  12  (Peck),  166;  No.  13  (Barnes),  322;  No.  14 
(Peck),  171 ;  No.  14  (Barnes),  370. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1S63— Foster :  No.  81,  276 ;  No.  93,  367 ;  No.  105, 
412;  No.  113,  445;  No.  165,  226.  Butler:  No.  119,  470.  No. 
1  (Peck),  49. 
Organization  of  medical  department  of.    Communication  from  John  G. 

Foster 107 

Palmer,  Innis  N.,  assigned  to  command  of  defenses  of  New  Berne,  N.  C 72 

Peck,  John  J. 

Assigned  to  command  of  District  of  North  Carolina 37,88 

Assumes  command  of  18th  Army  Corps 49 

He-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters lOl 

Foster,  John  G ^ 

Naglee,  Henry  M l^O 

Subdivision  of,  into  districts ^^ 

Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,  1863-..., 3" 

Ang.  31,1863 - "1-144 

Sept.  30,1863 ^^ 

Oct.31,1863 ^°^ 

Dec.  31,' 1863 ^^^l 

Wild   Edward  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  colored  troops  in 412 

Wistar,  Isaac  J.,  aligned  to  command  of  the  Sub-District  of  Yorktown. ..      227 
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Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.    Raid  on  the,  etc.,  Dec.  8-25, 1863. 
Couiinutiicationti  from 

Averell,  William  W 550 

Booth,  D.  C ,..," 880 

Jones,  Samuel 870,871,874-879,881,891,894 

Kelley,  BenjaminF 550,552,564,579,580 

Le  Fauchenr,  L.J , 880 

Meade,  George  G 571 

Myers,  William  B 891 

Nioholls,  Francis  T 877,878 

Salem,  Va.,  Operator  at 886 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 564 

War  Department,  U.  S 581 

Extracts  from  Richmond  papers  in  relation  to 564,580,581 

Voorhes,  George  W.     Mentioned 602 

Vought,  Philip  G.    Mentioned 143 

Vredenburgh,  Peter,  jr.    Mentioned 122 

■WaddeU,  Alfred  M.     Mentioned 776,883 

•Waddell,  J.  D.    Mentioned 683 

Wade,  James  P.    Mentioned 247,527 

Wade,  James  M.    Correspondence  -vrith  Samuel  Jones 713, 

735, 797, 822, 827, 829, 875, 876 

Wager,  David  C.    Mentioned 187 

Waggaman,  Xiugene.    Mentioned 684,899 

Wagner,  Iiewis.     Mentioned 614 

Wainwiight,  Charles  S.    Mentioned 120,600 

Waite,  CarlosA.    Mentioned 29,135,239,406,524,568,611,612 

Walbiidge,  James  H.    Mentioned 125, 145,605 

Walcott,  Aaron  P.    Mentioned 124,604 

Wales,  JohnP.    Mentioned 623 

Walker,  A.  M.    Mentioned 483 

Walker,  David  N. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 717,718 

Mentioned 813,909 

Walker,  Edward  J.    Mentioned '.  685,823,900 

Walker,  Elijah.    Mentioned 601 

Walker,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 603,884,898,901 

Walker,  James  A.    Mentioned 389,392,476,684,899 

Walker,  Joseph.     Mentioned 689 

Walker,  N.  B.     Mentioned 885 

Walker,  R.  L.    Mentioned 636,681,688,811,839,840,842,898,903 

Walker,  William  A.    Mentioned 143 

Walker,  Wilson  W.     Mentioned 135,612 

Walkup,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 901 

Wall  [?],  General.     Mentioned 223 

Wallace,  George  W.    Mentioned 622 

Wallace,  James.    Mentioned 139 

Walsh,  James  W.     Mentioned  006 

Walsh,  Michael.     Mentioned G22 

Walter,  Charles.     Mentioned 102 

Walton,  J.  B.    Mentioned 636,681,687,699,840,898,906 

Walton,  Moses.    Mentioned 865 

Ward,  George.    Mentioned 688, 841,  «42, 903 

Ward,  George  H.    Mentioned ICO 
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Ward,  J.  H.  Hobart. 

CorrcBpoudence  with  David  B.  Biruey 43C 

Moutioned 43G 

■Ward,  JohnE.     Mentioned 142,562 

War  Department,  C.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Adj  utaut  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 654; 

694, 729, 741, 771, 798, 799, 834, 847, 867, 868, 885, 886, 911, 912 

Beauregard,  G.  T 762 

Boteler,  A.  E 653 

Campbell,  J.  A 695 

Cole,  A.  H 658 

Davis,  Jefferson 672, 679, 695, 704, 717, 740, 762, 767, 768, 790 

Elzey,  Arnold 658,849 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.A 646,729,802,898 

Haynes,  Landon  C 716 

Hoke,  Robert  F 768,805 

Howell,  A 759 

Jones,  Samuel 644,681,702,707,730,733,799,803,809,817,825 

Lamar,  A.  E 911 

Lee,  EobertE 628,631,676, 

723, 760,  782, 800, 802, 804, 806, 820, 821,  825, 830-832, 835, 837, 838, 869, 910 

Mallory,  W.B 653 

Milligan,  James  F 849 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 745 

Nicholls,  Francis  T 667,719 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 676,700,723,740,804,818,831,836,866 

Ordnance  Department,  C.S.  A 654,740,763 

Pickett,  George  E 836,848,896 

Preston,  Robert  T 717 

Qnartermaster-General-s  Office,  C.  S.  A 658 

Signal  Office,  C.  S.A 649,758 

Staples,  Waller  E 717 

Subsistence  Department,  C.S.  A 656,657,862,864,865 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 651,659,670,672,673,678, 

695, 696, 702-704, 715, 728,  741, 751, 755, 761,  762, 774, 775,  805,  818,  828,  831 
War  Department,  11.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Barnard,  John  G 149,226,310,315 

Barnes,  James -^ 312,  321 

Brooks,  William  T.H , 457 

Butler,  BenjamiuF 533,537,554,563,571,580,581,589,595 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S 155,307 

Chester,  A 468 

Dix,  John  A 155,169,457 

Feltou,  Samuel  M : 308 

Foster,  JohnG 16,54,212,230,231,312,320,321,331 

Fry,  James  B 557,558 

Garrett,  John  W - 308,337,338,351,591,594 

Graham,  Charles  K 223 

Grant,  U.  S 489 

Homer,  John 5^ 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 564 

Meade,  GeorgeG 11,30,35,37,323,489 

Means,  Samuel  C 52 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 218 
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War  Department,  U.  S. — Continued. 
Correspondence  ■with 

Qaartermaster-General's  0£Sce,  U.S.  A 154 

Eafferty,  J.  C 468 

Schenck,  Eobert  C 231,300,470 

Selleck,  W.Y 468 

Slongh,  JohnP 309 

Tufts,  Gardiner 468 

Wetmere,  James  C 468 

Orders,  series  1863:  Dec.  21,  571,577. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  107, 171. 

Wardrop,  David  W.    Mentioned 143 

■Waring,  J.  P.    Mentioned 686,707,902 

■Warner,  James  M.    Mentioned 132,609 

Warner,  Lewis  D.    Mentioned 126 

Warren,  E.T.H.    Mentioned 684,899 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry.    Mentioned 137 

Wairen,  Gouvemeur  E. 
Correspondence  with 

French,  William  H 359,500 

Eilpatrick,  Judson ... 74 

Meade,  George  G 60,62,76, 

84, 112, 147, 159, 169, 175, 180, 189, 204, 205, 209, 210, 214, 220,  224,  242,  281, 
292, 295, 297-299, 314, 324, 327-329, 342, 343, 348, 354, 355, 368, 389, 477-479, 
484, 488, 490, 496, 499, 502, 517, 518, 525, 529, 535, 541, 546, 547, 577,  918,  921 

Morgan,  Charles  H 546 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 74,191 

Sykes,  George 919 

Webb,  Alexander  S 147 

Mentioned 77,112,118,120,130,148,152,175, 

176, 179-181, 186, 191, 196-198, 203, 216, 217, 239, 251, 252, 259^  275, 279-281, 
284, 287, 292, 299, 302. 304, 306, 307, 313, 314, 325, 326, 341, 347, 349, 356, 368, 
405, 425, 426, 429, 431, 436, 437, 440, 479-181, 485, 486, 489-491, 493, 495, 498- 
501,  503-505,  511, 513-516, 520, 522, 525, 526, 531, 532, 539, 543, 575, 925, 929 

Warren,  Zenas  C.    Mentioned 608 

Warts,  WmiamH.     Mentioned 247-249 

Warwick,  P.  C.    Mentioned 725,825 

Wasden,  Joseph.    Mentioned...!' 685 

Washburn,  James.    Mentioned 615 

Washbume,  A.  Livingston.    Mentioned 609 

Washington,  Defenses  of. 

Board  of  engineers  constituted  in  connection  with  the  protection  of  the 

Potomac  Aqueduct Ill 

Board  of  officers  constituted  to  examine  and  report  on  armament  in 443 

Description  of  works  in.    Communication  from  John  G.  Barnard 315 

Designation  of  works  and  forts  in.    Communication  from  John  G.  Barnard.      154 
Obstructions  to  be  placed  in  the  Potomac  River.    Communication  from 

John  G.Barnard 310 

Sea-coast  guns  for.    Communication  from  John  G.  Barnard 226 

Washington,  Department  of. 

Aagur,  Christopher  C,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of 322 

Briggs,  Henry  S.,  assigned  to  duty  in 92 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P.,  relieved  from  command  of 333 
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vV^aBiungton,  Department  of— Continued. 

King,  Rnfns,  relinquishes  command  of  division  in 344 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  40  {King),  344;  No.  41  (Corcoran),  357. 
Railroads,  bridges,  etc.,  in.    Communications  from 

Greene,  EliasM 255,256 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 253 

King,  Bafus 255 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 253 

Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,1863 2y 

Aug.  31,  1863 131-134 

Sept.  30,  1863 239 

Oct.  31,  1863 405 

Nov.  30,  1863 523 

Dec.  31, 186^ 608-610 

Washington,  James  A.    Mentioned 691,765,814 

Wass,  Ansel  D.    Mentioned 121 

Waterman,  Richard.    Mentioned 125,605 

Watkins,  Guy  H.    Mentioned 133 

Watkins,  H.  Carrington.    Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 659 

Watkins,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 134,611 

WatEon,  David.    Mentioned 688,841,903 

Watson,  P.  H.    For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Secretary  of  War,  see  War  De- 
partment, V.  S. 

Watton,  .    Mentioned 483 

Watts,  James  W.    Mentioned 642 

Watts,  William.    Mentioned 682 

Waugh. .     Mentioned 330 

Wead,  Frederick  F.    Mentioned 144,572,620 

Weaver,  Hanson  E.    Mentioned 623 

Webb,  Alexander  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Warren,  GouvemeurK 147 

Meade,  George  G 196 

Mentioned 120,147,546,547,600 

Webb,  Alice,  Schooner.     Mentioned 452 

Webb,  Robert  P.    Mentioned 684,399 

Weber,  Max.    Mentioned : r  523,608 

Webster,  Edwin  H.    Mentioned 119 

Webster,  Ralph  C.     Mentioned 49 

Weddle,  Jacob.    Mentioned - 616 

Weed,  Stephen  H.    Mentioned 148,154 

Weems,  John  B.    Mentioned 682 

Weir,  Gulian  V.    Mentioned 145 

Weir,  Henry  C.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  McM.  Gregg. 

Weisiger,  D.  A    Mentioned 685,821,900 

Welch,  Nerval  E.    Mentioned 603 

Welford's  Ford,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Aug.  9, 1863.    Communications  from 

Gregg,  David  McM ^3 

Meade,  George  G... ^ 

Welles,  Gideon.    Mentioned 212,222 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 
W^elling,  Joseph.    Mentioned 132,609 
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'Wells,  George  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Clowdsley,  Thomas 915 

Simpson,  Benjamin  L 915,916,920,92a 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 916,920-923 

Mentioned 139,564,579.614,615,920,922 

Wells,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Grimshaw,  Arthur  H 232 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 232 

Mentioned 5,98,610 

"WeUs,  William.    Mentioned 221 

Wessells,  Henry  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Peck,  John  J 171,250,456 

Potter,  Edward  E 264 

Mentioned. .  64, 82, 143, 164, 165, 199, 244, 250, 287-289,  301, 406, 452, 455, 524, 618, 621 

Wessells,  Leverette  W.    Mentioned 133 

West  End,  Steamer.    Mentioned 80 

West  Florida,  Department  of.    (Confederate.)   William  M.Gardner  assigned 

to  command  of , 775 

West,  Qeorge  W.    Mentioned 602 

West,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 13 

W^est,  Perry  G.    Mentioned 138,617 

West,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with  Isaac  J.  Wistar 374 

Mentioned 143,375,618,620 

West,  RoTwland  R.     Mentioned 621 

West  Virginia.    Averell's  raid  in,  Aug.  5-31, 1863.    Communications  from 

Jones,  Samuel 634,  640, 642,  646, 663,  664,  666-668, 675, 677-680 

Lee,  Robert  E 631-633,640,652,665 

Nioholls,  Francis  T 675 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S 633 

War  Department,  C. S 667 

West  Virginia,  Department  of.    (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from  Benjamin  F.  Kelley 69,473 

Composition  of  forces  at  and  near  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.    Communication 

from  Henry  H.  Lockwood  .j 9 

Crook,  George,  assigned  to  duty  in 72 

Duffi^,  Alfred  N.,  aesigned  to  duty  in 49 

Extended,  and  limits  defined 27,365 

Lockwood,  Henry  H.,  relieved  from  duty  in - 302 

Movements  of  troops  in.    Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W 232 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 226 

Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31, 1H63.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 260 

Averell,  WilUam  W 149, 150, 177, 182, 198, 206, 211 ,  225, 229, 234, 320, 330 

Comly,  James  M .. 556 

Cox,  Jacob  D 182 

Duffig,  Alfred  N 360 

Hagans,  Harrison  H 330 

HairiBon,  Charles  J 10 
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West  Virginia,  Department  of.    (Union)— Continued. 

Operations  in,  Aug.  4-Dec.  31,  1863.    Commnnications  from 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 17,73, 

153, 166, 182, 205, 233, 256, 264, 318, 319, 384, 391, 415, 423, 517, 533, 590 

Lockwood.  Henry  H 110 

Markbreit,  Leopold 363 

Pierce,  Lewis  B , 923 

Eodgers,  Roberts 590 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 17,170,391 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C 357,411,434,438,445,469 

Wells,  George  I) 915-917,920-923 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  2, 27 ;  No.  12, 302 ;  No.  16, 365 ;  No.  18, 

414 ;  No.  19, 471 ;  No.  24, 595. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  18, 102 ;  No.  52, 302 ;  No.  72, 537 ;  No.  33 

(  Wella),  917 ;  Nos.  35,  36  (  WelU),  919. 
Re-enforcements  for.     Commnnications  from 

Army  Headquarters 16,21,26,330,357,360,595 

Brooks,  William  T.  H 22 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 16 

Couch,  Darius N 330,358 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F 17,170 

Lockwood,  Henry  H 109 

Second  Division  constituted,  and  limits  defined 365 

Smith,  William  F.,  relieved  from  duty  in 102 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C. 

Assigned  to  command  of  1st  Division  in 302 

Assigned  to  duty  in.. 206 

Union  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  10,1863 30 

Aug.  31,  1863 138-141 

Sept.  30, 1863 240 

Oct.  31,  1863 406 

Nov.  30,  1863 524 

Dec.  31,  1863 614-617 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  233, 438, 580 
West  Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  A,  132,  615;  B,  73,  140,  617;  C,  129,  131,  607; 

D,  E,  140,  616;  F,  132,  616;  G,  140,  617;  H,  615. 
Cavalry— Co/npan/es :    Gilmore's,*  139,  616.    Regiments:  1st,  128, 140,  260, 
557,  615-617;  2d,  139,  616;  3d,  128,  139,  140,  606,  616,  617;  4th,  141,  616. 
Infantry— flatta//o/7s :  Exempts',  138,  614,  617.    Regiments:  1st,  140,  616; 
2d,  73,  140,  330,  617 ;  3d,  140,  309,  617 ;  5th,  139,  616,  793 ;  6th,  141,  165, 
616;  7th,  121,  560,  601;  8th,  140,  309,  617;  9th,  139,  616;  10th,  73,  140, 
330,  617;  11th,  141,  165,  616;  12th,  140,  615;  13th,  139,  616;  14th,  140, 
616;  15th,  141,  616. 
Western  Virginia,  Department  of.    (Confederate.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from  Samuel  Jones 634,644,807 

Confederate  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc 824 

Jones,  William  E.,  assigned  to  duty  in 779 

Movements  of  troops  in.    Commnnications  from 

Jones,  Samuel 786,787,801,855 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S 793 

•Afterward  0"in|>»''y  I-.  2(1  WeBt  Virginia  Cavalry. 
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Western  Virginia,  Department  of.    (Confederate)— Continned. 

Operations  in,  Ang.  17-Nov.  28,  1863.    Commnnioatious  from 

Davis,  Jefferson .• 717 

Haynes,  Landon  C 716 

Jones,  Samuel 692, 693, 699, 712, 717, 718, 727, 732-734, 743, 

744, 750, 751, 756, 764, 768, 775, 778, 784, 785, 789-791, 799, 804, 807,  852,  856 

Lee,  EobertE 650,709 

Myers,  William  B 707.712,718 

Preston,  Robert  T 7I7 

Staples,  WallerE 717 

StringfeUow,  Charles  S 746,747,749,753,795-797 

Walker,  David  N 717 

War  Department,  C.S .'.....  707,719 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  Noa.  23, 24,  701 ;  No.  38,  722. 

Petition  for  removal  of  Samuel  Jones  fi-om  command  of 767 

Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.A 788 

Jones,  Samuel 851 

Lee,  EobertE 665 

Pickett,  George  E 788,789 

Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Army  of.    (Confederate.)    Organi- 
zation, strength,  etc. 

Oct.  31,  1863 812,813 

Nov.  30, 1863 857 

Dec.  31, 1863 908,909 

Weston,  Thomas.    Mentioned 603 

W^etherill,  John  M.    Mentioned 125,605 

Wetherill,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Gteorge  W.  Getty 403 

Mentioned 403,453,572 

Wetmere,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 468 

Mentioned 468 

Wetmore,  Oliver,  jr.    Mentioned 367,619 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel 675,678,718,722,735,736,769,784 

Lee,  Robert  E 665 

Mentioned 642,652,665,667,677, 

679,  700,  707, 717, 721, 725, 730, 733, 735-737,  743, 746, 812, 813, 857, 874, 908 

Wliarton,  R.  W.    Mentioned 684 

Wheaton,  Prank.    Mentioned 125,251,592,605 

Wheeler,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned 692 

Wheeler,  William.    Mentioned 126 

Wheelock,  Charles.    Mentioned :      599 

Whipple,  William  D.    Mentioned 29,137 

Whistler,  Joseph  N.  G.    Mentioned 133,609 

White,  Amos  H.    Mentioned ^ 606 

VThite,  Can-  B.    Mentioned 139,391,614,616 

WTiite,  Eben.    Mentioned 364 

White,  Elijah  V.    Mentioned 42,47,53,69,113,152,661,687,707,731,766,902 

White,  Robert.    Mentioned 351,445,590,594,846,865,904,923 

White,  WilUam.    Mentioned 682,906 

White,  W.  W.    Mentioned 683 
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Whitehurst,  B.  F.    Mentioned 597 

Wliitford,  JohnN.    Mentioned 36,692,906 

Whiting,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 322,323 

Whiting,  William  H.  C. 

Assignment  to  command 752 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Oflfioe,  C.  S.  A 62fi- 

630, 752, 770, 786, 791, 808, 887, 892, 893 

Beauregard,  G.  T 791 

Clingman,  Thomas  L 761 

Davis,  Jefferson 766,828,881,886,887 

Fairly,  S.J 632 

Frobel,  B.W 705 

Jackson,  George 629,852 

Jones,  Thomas  M 705 

Lamb,  William 896 

Lynch,  William  F 888 

Martin,  James  G 629,632,675 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 673,729,755 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 763 

Pickett,  George  E 791 

Eansom,  Matt.  W 828 

War  Department,  C.S 651,659,670,672,673,678, 

695, 696, 702-704, 715, 728, 741, 751, 755, 761, 762, 774, 775, 805, 818, 828, 831 

Mentioned  . .  289, 301, 416, 561, 630, 631, 635, 636, 639, 672, 679, 691, 695, 700, 7-i5, 729, 

737, 745, 746, 752, 762, 765, 771-774, 776, 790, 791, 814, 827, 850, 857, 897, 907 

Whitner,  B.  Frank.    Mentioned 885 

Whiton,  Lyman  B.    Mentioned 146 

Wickersham,  James  F.    Mentioned 137 

■Wickham,  Williams  C.    Mentioned 571,686,708,902 

Wicks,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 135 

Wiebecke,  Charles.    Mentioned 604 

Wiecker,  Arthur.    Mentioned 622 

Wiedrich,  Michael.    Mentioned 126 

Wigfall,  Louis  T.    Mentioned ■ 870 

Wiggins,  John  C. 

Correspondence  -with 

Newton,  John 526-.528 

Norton,  Lemuel  B .  — - - 526 

Mentioned 258,261,266,271,514 

For  correspondence  as  Signal  Officer,  see  John  Newton. 

Wikoff, .    Mentioned 504 

Wilcoz,  Cadmus  M. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  P.  Hill 868 

Mentioned 681,685,686,811,898,900,901 

Wilcox,  Jerry.    Mentioned - 597 

Wilcox,  John  A.    Mentioned 870 

Wild,  Edvirard  A. 

Assignments  to  command 290,412 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  James 562,564 

Getty,  George  W 542,543 

Mentioned      166,290,412,543,572,576,581,595-597,619 
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Wildes,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  T.  McBeynolds 23 

Mentioned 140 

Wilkinson,  Nathan. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  J.  Harrison 10,165 

Mentioned 30,138,141,240,614,616 

Willard,  Charles  D.    Coirespondence  with 

Foster,  John  (i 229 

Naglee,  Henry  M 48 

WiUard,  George  L.    Mentioned 154, 160 

Willard,  Joseph  C    Mentioned 225 

Willard,  William  H.    Mentioned 71 

Willauer,  Seneca  G.    Mentioned 120 

Willoox,  Orlando  B.    Mentioned 489 

Willets,  J.  Howard.    Mentioned 121,601 

WiUiams,  Alpheus  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 147 

Slocum,  Henry  W 189 

Mentioned 118,127 

WilUams,  J.  M.    Mentioned 684,899 

Williams,  John  S. 

Assignment  to  command 701 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 668, 669, 680, 710, 858 

Mentioned 678, 701, 781, 784, 790, 792, 793, 803, 810, 812, 813, 857, 908, 909 

Williams,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned 119 

Williams,  Setb. 

Correspondence  with 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 479 

Meade,  George  G 39,42,368 

Mentioned 44,69,148 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Meade. 
Williams,  S.  G.    For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

■Williams,  T.  V.    Mentioned 684,899 

Williamson,  Henry  V.    Mentioned 119 

Willis,  Edward.    Mentioned 683,809,900 

Williston,  Edward  B.    Mentioned 129 

Wilmington,  N.  C.    Defense  of.    Communications  from 

Aujntant  and  Inspector  General's- Office,  C.  S.  A 771,774 

Davis,  Jefferson 672,704,762,767 

Lee,  Robert  E 910 

War  Department,  C.S 672,700,702,762,775 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 670, 672, 673, 703, 704, 766, 770, 786, 881, 887, 888, 896 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  Defenses  of. 

Confederate  troops  iu.    Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Deo.  31, 1863 907 

WhitiDg,  William  H.  C,  assigned  to  command  of 752 

Wilson,  Captain.    Mentioned 864 

Wilson,  C,  Mrs.    Mentioned 199 

Wilson,  Fountain.    Mentioned 248 

Wilson,  James  E.    Mentioned 134 

Wilson,  John.     (Citizen.)    Mentioned 160 

Wilson,  John.    (Lientenant-Colonel. )    Mentioned 605 

Wilson,  JohnD.    Mentioned 607 

Wilson,  John  W.    Mentioned 119 

Wilson,  Robert.    Mentioned.., , , 132,608 
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Wilson,  WilliainR.     Mentioned 132,608 

'Winegar,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 127 

Wingfield,  G.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 736,822,827,875,876 

Mentioned 797 

■Wingfield,  John  T.     Mentioned 689,903 

Wingfield,  W.  L.    Mentioned 783,905 

Winn,  S.J.     Mentioned 909 

Winslow,  Albert  H.     Mentioned 121,  145 

Winslow,  Cleveland.     Mentioned 610 

Winslow,  George  B.     Mentioned \ 123,603 

Wisconsin  Troops.     Mentioned 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments :  1st  (^Batteries),  A,  133,  ()09. 
Artillery,  Light— fiartenes ;  2d,  143,620;  4th,  143,619. 
Infantry— flej/me/ifs;  2d,  119,560,599;  3d,  50, 53, 94, 127, 145, 167 ;  5th,  146, 
164,  307,  329,  560,  604;  6th,  7th,  119,  560,  599;  19th,  143,  277,  Zhi,  621; 
26th,  126. 
Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Robertson,  John  R 669 

Watkins,  H.  Carrington 659 

Mentioned 95, 

117, 223, 230, 373, 638, 657, 658, 669, 674, 689, 690, 699, 706, 708, 711, 713, 720 
Wistar,  Isaac  J. 

Assignment  to  command 226 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 475,562,566,568 

Foster.JohnG 87,230,236,237,243,375 

Naglee,Henry  M 91,95,102,104,114-117,152 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  F 117 

West,  Robert  M 374 

Mentioned 91,94,143,227,231,240,406,524,620 

Wistar,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 12'',606 

Wister,  Langhorne.     Mentioned 119,599 

Witoher,  John  S.    Mentioned 139,556,616 

■Witcher,V.  A.     Mentioned 796,813,909 

Witoher,  WilUam  A.     Mentioned 084,899 

Withers,  John.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 

General's  Office,  C.S.A. 

Withers, Robert E.    Mentioned 682,906 

W^ithers,  Robert  W.     Mentioned 684.899 

Witten,  J.  W.  M.     For  correspondence,  see  Virginia,  Citizens  of. 

Woemer,  Christian.    Mentioned 608 

■Wofi^ord,  ■W^.  T.    Mentioned 682,711,743,753 

Wolfe,  John  P.     Mentioned 908 

Wol£fe,B.  L.     Mentioned 863,889 

Wood,  James,  jr.    Mentioned 126 

Wood,  J.  De  Witt.    Mentioned 608 

Wood,  John  Taylor.     Mentioned 727 

Woodall,  Daniel.     Mentioned 121 

Woodbury,  George  T.     Mentioned 608 

Woodley,  Joseph  R.    Correspondence  with 

Le8,8.S • 674 

MiUigan,  James  F 635 
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•Woodruff,  Carle  A.    Mentioned 607 

Woodruff,  Dickinson.    Mentioned 622 

Woodruff,  George  A.    Mentioned 160,444 

Woods,  Samuel  F.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  D.  Wella. 

Woodson,  J.  G.    Mentioned 783,905 

Woodward,  George  A.     Mentioned 124 

■Woodward,  William  H.      Mentioned 136 

Wool,  John  E.    Mentioned 8 

Woolfolk,Picliegru,jr.    Mentioned 687 

Woolworth,  Richard  H.    Mentioned 133 

WooBter,  William  B.    Mentioned 127 

Work,  P.  A.    Mentioned 683 

Worth,  T.    Mentioned 885 

Wright,  Ambrose  R.    Mentioned 685,711,900 

Wright,  David  M.     Mentioned 322,370,888 

Wright,  G.  J.     Mentioned 902 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Assigned  to  duty  as  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy Ill 

Correspondence  with  John  Sedgwick 930,931 

Mentioned 33,  111,  124, 291, 505, 51fi,  925, 926, 928 

Wright,  Levi  P.    Mentioned 133 

Wright,  W.  B.     Mentioned 870 

Wyatt,  James  'W.    Mentioned 688,903 

Wyndham,  Percy.    Mentioned 128 

Wynkoop,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley 182 

Mentioned 141,613 

Wynn,  James  M.    Mentioned 895 

Wynton,  John.    Mentioned 403 

Vates,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Plcasonton ' 430 

Mentioned - 247 

York,  Zebulon.    Mentioned 684,899 

Yorkto-wn,  Va.,  Sub-District  of.     Isaac  J.  Wistar  assigned  to  command  of..       226 

Yoimg,  Edward  R.    Mentioned 783,905 

Young,  John  J.     Mentioned 135,612 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B. 

Assignment  to  command 788 

Mentioned 520,686,707,788,863,902 

Zabriskie,  Abram.     Mentioned 144,620 

Zell,  T.  Elwood.    Mentioned 613 

Zook,  Samuel  K.    Mentioned 159 


